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Sic  unum  quicquid  paulhtim  protrahit  actas 
In  medium^  ratioque  in  luminis  emit  eras.  • 
Namque  alid  ex  alio  clarescere  coide  videmus 
Artibus^  ad  summum  donee  venere  cacumen. 

Luca£Tiu8,  libw  ?. 

Art  ii  a  composite  of  Experience  and  Science,  Experience  provi^ng 
it  Materials,  and  Science  giving  them  a  Form. 

Harbxs's  Hermss,  5tii  edit  p.  33%  in  notch 

9' 

•  * 

If  this  observation  be  applicable  to  Art  in  general,  it  is 
particularly  so  to  the  Healing  Art.  It  may,  however,  be  rea- 
aonajbl y  inquired,  why  the  accumulated  facts  of  ages,  although 
aide'd  oy  the  discoveries  which  have  enriched  the  ample  roll 
of  Science,  have,  nevertheless,  been  insufficient  to  raise  a  su- 
perstructure, solid  in  its  foundations,  and  uniform  and  perfect 
in  its  design  ?  Medicine  may  ie  compared  to  a  fabric,  the 
supports  of  which  are  all  the  natural  sciences ;  and  unless  those 
who  enter  its  portals  be  previously  acquainted  with  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  edifice  is  constructed,  they  will  neither 
examine  with  judgment,  study  with  advantage,  nor  be  able  to 
contribute  either  to  its  ornament,  or  its  strength,  or  its  utility. 

If  tile  works  of  those  who  have  recorded  their  ob^rvations, 
posterior  to  that  of  the  primitive  authors,  be  examined,  it  will 
De  found  that  too  many  of  the  medical  facts  which  are  detailed 
as  new  have  no  claim  to  originality;    that  the  attempts  to 
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separate  the  useful  from  the  unprofitable  have  borne,  too  often, 
the  impressions  of  carelessness  as  well  as  of  incapacity ;  and  that 
the  theories  which  have  been  su^^sted  to  elucidate  Pathology, 
and  to  improve  the  doctrines  of  Therapi»utics^  have  rather  been 
the  offsprings  of  unreined  imagination  and  visaonary  hypo- 
thesis, than  the  result  of  correct  obst»rvation  and  severe  piii- 
losophicat  induction.  Hence  the  prodigious  accumulation  of 
matter  without  a  correspondent  advantage. 

This  evil  may  be  attributed  to  two  causes.  In  the  first 
place,  the  majority  of  medical  practitioners  have,  always,  been 
imperfectly  educated;  and  tiience  more  fitted  for  action 
than  for  reflection :  and  in  the  second,  almost  all  of  them 
have  been  greater  observers  than  readers ;  and  cxmsequently 
have  frequently  published,  as  original,  remarks  already  noted 
by  their  predecessors,  or  even  coeval  with  the  great  Father  of 
Physic.  Such  contributions,  therefore,  instead  of  adding  to 
the  stores  of  Medical  Knowledge,  have  only  added  to  the  la^ 
hours  of  the  Collator,  who  laudably  endeavours  to  separate 
the  ore  from  the  alloy,  and  to  impress  the  stamp  of  Science 
upon  the  materials  which  Experience  has  collected.  Still, 
however,  the  practice  of  noting  and  recording  observations  is 
highly  laudable  ;  and,  when  directed  by  a  mind  stored  with  the 
information  of  the  past,  and  enlightened  by  relative  studies, 
is  the  only  true  metuud  of  establishing  the  Healing  Art  upon 
unerring  principles. 

But,  even  when  guided  by  Science,  the  advancement  of 
Knowledge  may  he  aa:ulerat€(l  or  retarded  by  adventitious 
circumstances.  War,  the  direst  foe  of  Philosopliy,  whose 
baleful  clouds,  which  so  long  hung  over  aiHicted  Europe  and 
obscured  the  paths  of  literature,  •  have,  at  length,  been  hap- 
pily disjielled  by  the  dawn  of  Peace,  restricted,  for  a  time,  the 
interchange  of  improvements  amoug  the  civilized  nations,  but 
could  not  prevent  their  progiession.  It  is  trulypleasin^  to  coii- 
template,auring  this  space,  the  numerous  proofs  of  Britisn  genius 
^hen  left  to  its  native  rchxjurces ;  and  the  opportunities  we  now 
enjoy  of  tracing  the  advancement  of  the  Sciences  on  the  con- 
tinent, strikingly  display  the  superiority  of  our  countrymen 
in  the  cnltivatiun  of  that  of  Medicine. 

Conspicuous  as  this  advancement  is,  and  lK)nourab1e  as  it 
IS  to  the  talents  and  industry  of  British  Practitioners,  yet,  it  is 
obvious  tliat  an  era  is  arriving,  when  a  still  nearer  approxima- 
tion to  that  degree  of  perfection  in  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  which  we  fondl}^  anticipate,  may  be  rationally  ex- 
j;ecled. 

Whilst  we  reflect  with  pain  on  the  incompetence  of  the 
majority  who  have  been  suffered  to  practice,  and  how  inade- 
quate they  w  ere  lo  generalize  advantageously  on  the  facts  which 


Retrospect  of  the  Progress  ofMedieal  Scien^  3 

iell  under  their  observation,  and  to  profit  by  their  expcirietic^, 
we  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  operation  of  those  prct 
visions,  which  have  been  recently  enacted,  to  enforce  the  fun^ 
damental  principles  of  appropriate  education  in  all  who  desire 
to  exercise,  in  one  department  at  least,  the  honourable  professiolk 
of  Medecine*. 

As  Medical  Education  has  recently,  necessarily,  beoomt 
the  subject  of  much  discussion  and  attention  in  this  country, 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Cross  on  the  Medical  Schools  of  Paris  hav* 
heatk  published  most  opportunely*!*;  and  from  those  of  other 
traveUers,  also,  upon  various  foreign  schools,  many  hints  will 
no  doubt  be  collected,  that  may  tend  to  enlarge  our  views  and 
to  establish  a  system  in  tins  Metn)poIis  at  once  liberal,  compre^ 
hen^ive,  and  enlightened. 

In  the  Retrospect  now  ofTvred  to  our  readers,  it  will  b^ 
seen  that  a  spirit  for  improvement  in  every  branch  of  Science 
connected  with  Medicine  is  already  widely  diflused,  and  ha& 
pnKluced,  even  in  the  short  period  it  embraces  some  observations 

and  discoveries  highly  worthy  of  attention. 

« 

ANATOMY,  PHYSIOLOGY,  AND  PATnOLOCY. 

So  much  has  been  accomplished  in  perfecting  what  may  be 
Jpegarded  as  the  pure  Anatomy  of  the  human  body,  that  any 
novelty  in  this  unportaut  branch  of  Medical  Scionce  is  more 
likely  to  Ix*  contined  to  new  arrangements,  than  to  consist  of 
any  addition  to  the  materials  already  accumulated.  Under 
this  head,  tlierefore,  we  have  little  to  ncvtice.  Mr.  Alexnuder 
Walker,  in  a  sketch  of  an  attempt  to  systcmat.ize  Anato.my, 
Physiolo[jy,  and  Patholog)? J ;  pru}x>$es  to  divltic  Anatomy  into 
three  distmct  parts :  the  1st,  to  embrace  the  coii.sidoration  of 
the  mechanical  or  loco-motive  orgatiCi,  comprising  the  bones,  li- 
^ments,  and  muscles:  the  2d,  the  vital  organs,  ur.'kr  which 
term  he  classes  the  absorbing  organs,  botli  surfaces  and  vessels ; 
the  orsans  of  circulation ;  the  glands  and  seci-eting  organs ; 
and  those  of  nutrition,  respiration,  and  generation :  and  the 
3d,  the  intellectual  organs,  comprehen(iini>-  the  organs  of  sense 
where  impressions  are  made;  the  cerebrum  where  these  excite 
ideas;  and  the  cerebellum  whence  he  conceives  volition  tu  re^ 


*  The  very  excellent  Regulations  of  the  Court  of  Examiners  of 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries^  for  the  examination  of  Candidates^  and 
the  spirited  maimer  in  which  they  are  carried  into  cf^ect^  are  the 
furest  pledi^es  to  the  public  that  ignorance  cannot  escape  detection, 
or  obtrude  its  evils  into  the  practice  of  the  Profession. 

t  For  a  review  of  this  interesting  work,  see  Repository,  vol.  iv. 
p.  370,  470. 

X  Vide  Atttmb  tfPldhiOphf,  vol.  vi.  p.  283. 
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mlt  Physiology,  he  proposes  also  to  arrange  in  a  similar 
manner,  by  merely  substituting  the  term  funeiion  for  that  of 
crgan  :  thus  making  three  orders  both  of  organs  and  functions ; 
the  looo-motive,  the  vital,  and  the  intellectual ;  each  of  which 
would  oont^n  three  genera ;  namely,  "  of  the  first,  or  loco-nio-^ 
five,  those  organs  and  functions  which  support,  connect,  and 
move;  of  the  second,  or  vital,  those  which  absorb,  circulate, 
and  secrete ;  and  of  the  last,  or  intellectual,  those  which  feel, 
think,  and  will.**^ 

This  arrangement,  as  far  we  have  stated  it,  would  certainly 
facilitate  the  study  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology ;  but  when  the 
author  of  it  extends  the  principle  to  pathological  arrangement 
also,  substituting  the  term  diseased  functions  for  that  oi functions  j 
we  are  of  opinion  the  generaUzation  is  carried  beyond  its  proper 
limit. 

Another  addition  to  our  elementary  treatises  on  the  subject 
now  before  us  has  been  made  by  Dr.  John  Gordon,  who  has 
just  published  the  first  volume  of  "  a  System  of  Human  Ana- 
tomy*.**     This  work  is  intended  to  be  divided  into  eight  parts. 


*  A  System  of  Human  /Umtotny,  By  John  Gordon,  M.D.  F.  R.S.E. 
Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  and  on  the  Institutions  of  Medi- 
cine ;  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh ; 
and  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  vol.  i.  8vo.  pp.  26l  • 
£din.  1815.  As  we  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  laying  a  re- 
view of  this  work  before  our  readers,  we  do  not  at  present  enter 
into  any  detailed  account  of  its  contents :  but  we  feel  disposed  to 
make  the  following  extract  regarding  the  reie  mucosum ;  because  it 
agrees  with  our  own  opinion,  and  is  in  itself  interesting. 

'*  In  the  Negro,  Cafire,  and  Malay,  1  have  satisfied  myself  by 
many  dissections,  that  there  is  a  black  membrane  interposed  between 
the  epidermis  and  the  true  skin,  upon  which  the  dark  colour  of 
these  people  entirely  de{)ends ;  and  hence  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the 
colour  of  black  men  in  general  is  owing  to  a  similar  substance. 
This  membrane  sometimes  peels  off  with  the  cuticle,  and  sometimes 
adheres  to  the  true  skin.  It  is  more  tcndef'  than  the  cuticle,  and 
thinner ;  but  like  it,  perfectly  inorganized,  and  without  any  appear- 
ance of  holes,  or  plates,  or  fibres§.  But,  after  the  strictest  examina^ 
tion,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  light-coloured  Rete  Mucosum, 
corresponding  to  this  black  one,  in  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain, 
nor  in  those  of  other  naticms  resembling  them  in  colour.  I  have 
tried  all  the  means  usually  said  to  be  necessary  for  dibcovering  it^ 
and  many  others  besides,  but  always  without  success :  I  am,  there- 

'*  §  Meckel's  dcscrfptim  of  this  c^cmbrane  is  the  most  minute,  and  the  most 
■cciUBte,  I  have  met  with.  (Hist,  de  TAcad.  Hoy.  de  Berlin  1753.) 

•«  This  author  takes  nodce  of  a  facti  which  I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  oh- 
■erving ;  viz.  that  the  cicatrices  of  wounds,  and  the  marks  of  the  small  pox,  or  of 
ulcers  of  any  kind  iu  bktck  people,  so  &r  from  remaining  white,  as  many  have  as« 
aertedf  uniformly  become  hlacka  than  the  other  parts  of  the  skin* 
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• 
>  which  will  embrace  all  that  can  be  required  to  be  known  of  the. 
structure  of  the  human  body;  but  two  only  of  these  are  con* 
tained  in  the  present  volume.  The  first  treats  ^^  of  Hie  ex- 
ternal form,  stature,  and  weight  of  the  huiiian  body  ;^  the  se- 
cond **  of  tlie  Anatomy  in  general  of  the  common  systems  and 
common  textures.""  The  subiect  is  discussed  in  a  more  full  and 
pliilosophical  manner  than  m  any  of  the  preceding  systems 
which  have  appeared  in  this  coimtry ;  the  acscriptions  of  the 
visible  structure  and  relative  situations  of  the  vanous  parts  are 
not  only  extremely  minute  and  accurate ;  but,  the  chemical 
components  and  properties  of  eacii  are  also  detailed ;  and  several 
other  points  of  considerable  interest,  such  as  the  comparative 
bulk,  weight,  and  organization  of  the  parts  in  the  iioetal  and 
the  adult  state,  are  brought  into  view.  .  Tlmrse  circumstances 
certainly  render  this  system  more  interesting  to  the  already* 
formed  anatomistt ;  but  we  are,  at  the  same  time,  apprehensive 
that  they  rather  tenil  to  diminish  its  utility  as  an  elementary 
treatise.  The  multiplicity  of  the  objects,  and  the  minuteness 
of  the  examination  which  is  entered  into  of  all  their  parts  and 
qualities,  contribute  to  perplex  the  noviciate,  whose  mmd  is  yet 
prepared  for  funerals  only ;  whilst,  even  in  the  very  commence- 
ment, from  the  nature  of  the  arranp:cment,  subjects  are  anti- 
cipated, and  a  decree  of  knowledge  presupposed,  which  is  al- 
together incompatible  with  the  object  of  a  work  intended  for 
the  instruction  of  the  uninformed. 

If  pure  Anatomy  afford  little  scope  for  novelty  to  the  in- 
quirer, the  wide  field  of  Physiology  presents  yet  many 
uMrodden  paths.  Within  the  period  embraced  by  tfiis  Retros- 
pect, the  investigations  to  develope  the  functions  of  the  animal 
CBoonomy  have  not  been  very,  numerous ;  but  they  have  been  of 
considerable  interest,  and  have  nearly  rendered  intelligible  some 
of  the  most  apparently  complex  phenomena  of  the  living  ma^ 
chine. 

From  a  number  of  well-conceived  and  ingeniously  conducted 
experiments,  made  on  the  bones  of  the  human  fcetus  at  different 

fore,  dispo<«ed  to  deny  the  existence  of  any  such  membrane  in  white 
persons.  The  greater  number  of  anatomical  writers  seem  to  have 
copied  the  description  of  it,  one  from  another ;  and  I  have  little 
doubt,  that  those  who  con^.-eived  they  had  actually  seen  it,  had  seen 
only  the  cuticle,  fro^n  whic^  they  hat^  previoualy  peeled  off  some 
superficial  layers.  The  colour  of  the  hViii  in  white  people  depends, 
partly  on  the  cuticle,  but  chiefly  on  the  true  skin,  as  already  re« 
marked,  (p.  236.)  Whetlicr  this  be  the  case,  also,  in  the  tawny 
varieties  of  the  human  species,  or  whether  tliey  have  not  a  tawny 
membrane,  like  the  black  membrane  of  the  Negro,  I  have  had  n« 
opportunity  of  ascertaining." 
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periods  of  its  growth,  and  on  tbo^e  of  joung  quadrupeds,  of  tlie 
retacea,  and  of  birds,  Mr.  Howsbip  has  keen  enabled  to  draw 
the  following  conchisions  as  to  the  means  employed  by  the  ani- 
.mal  oeconomv  in  the  process  of  ossification*.     *'*•  1.  That  in  the 
mammalia,  the  first  rudiments  of  ossification  in  tlie  long  bones 
are  the  effect  of  a  secreting  power  in  the  arteries,  upon  the  iiw 
ternal  surface  of  the  periosteum,  which  produce  a  portion  of  a 
hollow  cylinder ;""  and  this  is  antecedent  to  the  evolution  of 
any  cartilaginous  structure.      ^^  S.  At  a  certain  stage  of  tlie 
process,  liowever,  q  cartilage  is  formed,  which,  by  the  nature  of 
lis  organization,  and  by  admitting  of  a  specific  provision  of 
cavities  and  canals  lined  with  vascular  membranes,  which  secrete 
an  abundant  store  of  gelatinous  matter,  is  adapted  to  this  par- 
tfcular  purpose  ;^.   and  by  conducting  the  ossification  within 
itself,  serves  to  determine  the  figure  of  the  extremities  of  the 
future  bone.     3.  That  cartilage  may  be  defined — ^^  an  even 
and  finely  granulated  albuminous  matter-f,  deposited  in  the 
interstitial  spaces  of  an  exceedingly  clastic  I>ed  of  a  semi-trans* 
parent  reticulated  structure,  which  is  apparently  a  modificatioa 
of  gelatin.     4.  That  fix>m  the  period  when  the  ossification  pro** 
ceeds  by  the  medium  of  the  cartilage,  the  pnx^ss  is  uniform 
until  the  growth  of  the  Ixme  be  completed.     The  epiphyses  are 
fbrmed  and  attached  to  the  bones  by  the  same  means.    5.  That 
the  ossific  matter  in  the  cylindi^ieHllx)nes  is  deposited  primarily 
in  tlie  form  of  fine  thin  tubular  ))lates :    a  mode  of  deposition 
of  all  others  tlie  most  favourable  for  their  being  subsequently 
re-modelled,  and  iacilitating  nil  chans;es  of  tttrueturo.     6.  Tlmt 
while  the  phosphate  of  lime  is  urovidiHi  by  the  capillary  arl(s» 
ries  between  the  cartilage  and  oone,  the  mechanical  prcssura  of 
the  fluid  secretions  within  the  medullary  cavities  of  bone,  opcr-« 
aling  in  diflerent  directions,  according  to  the  particular  deter* 
mination  given  by  the  circulation,  is  the  chief  agent  in  extend- 
ing the  cylinder,  and   aH'ecting  the   subsequent  changes  o^ 
structure. '  7.  That  tlie  mode  of  circulation  most  fiivourablc 


*»  Vide  Tranftactions  qf  the  Mcdico-Chintrpcal  Socictff,  vol.  y\. 
p.  265.  This  paper  was  mid  before  the  Som»ty  on  the  14th  of 
February  last;  and  is  illustrnted  by  colon r«l  microscopic  figiu^s, 
t|ie  execution  of  which  is  eqiially  cre^litable  to  the  autliur  and  the. 
Society  under  whose  aus])iecs  they  are  presented  to  the  public. 

t  Mr.  Ilatchett  (TFV/?Y.  Trans.  1799 J  had  ascertained  that  the 
soft  flexible  part  of  bone  which  remains  afVer  tlie  phosphate  and 
carbiMiate  of  lime  have  !)een  separated,  rcsciubVs  coagulated  albu- 
men hi  most  of  its  Chemical  properties ;  and  hence  l)r.  Gordon 
projioses  to  nominate  it  the  albttminoujt  part  of  the  bone,  instead  of 
earlila<re.  Its  quantity  on  an  average  is  from  S5  to  40  per  cent  of 
the  wlfole  bone  analysed.— 6>/eiii  of  Human  Anatomy^  ^-^  '  -  "''^ 
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f(ir  osnficsitioD,  is  a  very  slow  and  uniform  motion  of  the 
blood  through  the  capillary  system ;  for  securing  which,  a  piio- 
vision  is  made  in  the  inflexions  of  minute  arteries,  the  rectan-* 
gular  mode  in  which  the  smaller  branches  are  given  off,  and 
some  otlier  circumstances,  8.  That  in  the  formation  of  the 
cylindrical  b(mes,  the  ossific  surface  is  arranged  into  tubular 
plates  of  two  different  sizes,  constituting  a  larger  and  a  smallet' 
Tories ;  an  arrangement  by '  no  means  essential  to  the  increase 
of  a  lx>ne ;  because  in  many  of  the  early  stages  of  ossification,* 
and  also  where  the  growth  is  slow,  the  larger  series  is  found  to^ 
be  entirely  wanting.  9,  That  the  only  apparent  use  of  the 
larger  series  of  tubes,  is  that  of  aogmenting  the  quantity  dt 
blood  circulating  through  the  ossifving  structure,  so  as  to  in* 
crease  the  rapidity  of  growth.  10,  That  in  the  growth  of  the. 
cylindrical  bones,  arid  of  those  flat  bones  that  are  formed  upon 
cartilage,  the  depasit  of  the  ossific  secretion  is  in  the  first  instance 
made  around  tile  external  openings  of  the  sm:ilier  series  at 
tubes*,  and  upon  these  only.  11.  That  in  the  flat  bones  of 
the  skull,  the  circumstances  under  which  ossification  takes  place 
diffe^  materially  from  those  above  descril)ed.  In  these  the 
phosphate  of  lime,  in  combination  with  the  animal  mucilage, 
IS  occasionally  deposited  in  small  detached  unequal  masses^ 
without  regularity,  as  if  merely  laid  in  the  way,  pi-eparatory  to 
their  siibseiiuent  application ;  that  these  soon  become  connected 
with  the  more  central  parts  of  the  bone,  and  are  found  to  de- 
crease in  thickness,  as  they  increase  in  breadth,  until  they  are 
finally  consolidated  with  the  original  plate  of  bone.  12.  That 
tlie  particular  simplicity  observable  ih  the  mode  of  production 
of  tlie  bones  of  tue  skull,  afibrds  a  strong  argument  in  favour 
of  the  opinion,  that  pressure,  variously  modified,  constitutes 
one  of  the  most  efHcient  instruments  in  the  hand  of  Natuve :  for 
in  this  instance  the  uniform,  though  gentle,  pressure  from  the 
impulse  of  the  circulntion,  and  the  constantly  uicreasinsf  volume^ 
of  contents  in  the  bead,  must  be  admitted  to  be  the  sple  agents 


*  The  nature  of  these  tubes  is  thus  explained ; — "  Examiuaiifm  5. 
Sections  trom  tlie  cartilage  oIl  tlie  lower  end  of*  a  thi^ii  bone  of  a 
child  at  birth  were  next  laid  in  tlie  field  of  the  microscope, .  A  great 
number  of  tubular  amals  were  found,  many  of  which  teraiiiiiated 
immediately  upon  the  surtace  of  ossification.  Each  canal  was  filled 
with  a  peculiar  colourless  glairy  or  mucilaginous  fluid. 

'^  1  be  edge  of  Uie  newly  formed  Ixiue,  examined  with  a  strong 
ifiagnif>'in;T  pow^r,  exhibited  an  appearance  of  small,  short-pointed 
villi,  shooting  forwards  from  the  surface  of  the  bone  into  the  sub- 
stance of  the  cartila^^e.  These  villi  were  only  sufficiently  opaque  to 
be-  just  visible  when  a  stroller  lig]it  w<*»  caist  \k\M\\  them/'— -i^/ce^M^*- 
QJiifurg.  Trans.  voL  vi:  p.  ^^, 
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in  completing  that  process.  13.  That  the  ultinmte- texture  of 
bone  is  not  laminated,  but  reticulated ;  tne  phosphate  of  lime 
being  deposited  as  an  interstitial  substance.^ 

As  several  of  these  conclusions  are  perfectly  original,  the 
mind  is  backward  from  admitting  them  on  the  evidence  of  the 
few  experiments  that  have  been  made ;  but  from  the  specimen' 
nrhich  Mr.  Howsbip  has  afforded  of  his  talents  for  contriving 
and  conducting  minute  experiments,  we  liave  no  doubt  his  fur-^ 
tjier  prosecution  of  the  subject  will  render  them  completely 
aatisfactory. 

In  some  degree  analogous  to  the  labours  of  Mr.  Howsfiip, 
is  the  investigation  of  Professor  Carlisle  into  the  connexion 
between  vascular  and  exira^vascular  parts*.     He  regards  ^^  those 
parts  of  organic  bodies,  which   have  no  power  of  self*repair, 
which  hold  no  continuity  with  the  circulating  fluid  material 
destined  to  replenish  the  waste,  to  augment  theJ)ulk,  or  repair, 
the  acc^idents  of  the  living  fabric,^  as  extra-vital  x  and  instances, 
jts  the  best  example  of  the  union  between  vital  and  extra>vital 
parts,  the  shells  of  testaceous  animals  which  are  completely  extra- 
vascular.      They  are  first  produced  by  a  substance  thrown  out' 
from  the  surface  of  the  animal,  and  are  augmented  and  have 
their  injuries  repaired  by  the  same  means;    nothing  being 
thrown  out  by  the  ready-formed  shell,  as  is  the  case  in  bonear 
aiid  other  vascular  parts.     Thus  in  experiments  which  the. 
Professor  made  upon  the  garden  snail  (Jtelix  ntmoralib),  he 
found  that  '^  by  fracturing  and  breaking  away  the  shell  in  va*. 
Itious  parts,^  the  repairs  are  ^^  eflected  from  within  by  fii'st 
imeanng  over  an  epidermoid  yami^li,  and  then  by  plastering 
the  inner  surface  of  that  film  with  successive  calcareous  lamina/^ 
He,  also,  ascertained  that  even  in  their  softest  state,  shells,  in- 
dueling  those  of  birds'"  eggs,  with  their  albuminous  membranes,* 
do  not  possess  vessels,  and  cannot  be  injected  from  tlie  vascular 
paits  of  the  bodies  of  the  recent  animals. 

We  look  with  impatience  for  the  promised  continuation  of 
this  inquiry. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has,  been  written  regarding  the 
reciprocal  influence  of  the  nerves  and  sanguiferous  system» 
upon  eadi  other,  the  subject  is  still  involved  in  considerable 
obscurity.  M.  le  Gallois  had  asserted  that  the  action  of  the  heart 
and  circulating  organs  depends  altogether  on  the  spinal  mar* 
yow,  from  which  they  receive  their  nerves :  but  some  recent 
experiments  of  British  physiologists  make  this  opinion  doubtfuL 
fev  a  very  extensive  series  of  experiments.  Dr.  A.  P.  Wilson 
Phillip  in  particular  has  endeavoured  to  settle  tlie  question^ 
how  far  the  action  of  the  heart  is  influenced  by,  or  depends  on^ 


^■■Hiiiwi  m* 


*  Vide  Repositjory,  vol  iv.  p.  89. 


neiTous  enersy*.  These  experitaents  were  pMfbnned  cftieSf 
on  rabbits,  who  were  rendere^l  insennUe  by  a  blow  cm  the  oo* 
dput,  toid  tbe  drcultttioii  »up|)orted  by  ftrtificttl  respiratioit ; 
tbe  brain  and  tpiaal  marrow  being  kdd  "bare  and  sttmttlated, 
or  destroyed  by  a  hot  wire^  or  removed,  acoordiiig  to  the  object 
Co  be  aacertained  by  any  particular  experiment 

In  eleven  experiments  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow  were 
totally  deslroyed,«  yet  the  action  of  the  heart  ocmtimied  iina& 
fectea  for  a  considerable  time ;  and  when  it  became  kmraid^ 
was  renewed  and  kept  up  by  artificii|I  breathing,  and  florid 
blood  produced.  Notwithstanding,  however,  these  procfs  of 
the  inaependence  of  the  sanguiferous  system  on  the  nervous, 
ether  experiments  were  equal^  demonstrative  that  the  applica- 
tion c^cnemical  stimulrf  to  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow  ^reathf 
increases  the  aetion  or  the  heut ;  and  this  occurred  idiether 
the  application  was  made  to  the  anterior  or  posterior  portion  of 
the  bmin,  or  to  the  cervical  or  lumbar  portions  of  the  spinal 
marrow.  This  apparent  contradiction  is  explained  by  admit- 
ting the  conclusion  of  Haller,  **  that  tbe  heart  and  other  muscles 
possess  an  excitability  independent  of  the  nervous  system,  and 
at  the  same  time  that  they  are  all  equally  capable  of  being 
atimulated  through  this  system.**" 

Dr.  Phillip  further  pnnws,  that,  although  the  spjnal  marl 
low,  as  Af.  le  GalMs  has  demonstrated,  is  capable  of  performing 
its  functiiHis  independently  of  the  brain,  yet  if  may  be  influenced 
through  the  brain.  **  Tnus,**"  says  Or.  Phillip,  *^<  the  excitahi^ 
lity  of  the  spinal  marrow  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  brain 
which  that  or  the  muscles  bears  to  the  spinal  marrow  and  its 
nerves;  and  I  would  add  all  nerves  distributed  to  mu»clesr, 
iome  of  which  arise  from  the  brain,  but  seem  to  bear  precisely 
the  same  relation  to  the  sensorium  with  those  which  anso  from 
the  spinal  marrow  ^.^    Tlie  sensorial  functions  only  are  lost  by 

*  Experimentf  made  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  principle  on 
which  the  action  rf  the  heart  depends,  and  the  relation  which  subsists 
Mween  thai  organ  and  the  nervous  system.  By  A.  A.  Wilson  Phillip, 
Physician  in  Wofcester.    PhiL  Trans.  Part  i.  1815.  p.  65. 

t  When  opiam  and  tobacco  were  employed^  the  stimulant  effect 
ef  both  ''was  soon  succeeded  by  a  more  languid  action  of  the  heiort 
than  that  which  preceded  their  application  to  the  brain." 

t  The  following  illustration  is  givfen  by  Dr.  Phillip.  "  In  the 
lowest  animals  we  mid  only  the  muscular  system,  which  exists  vri^ 
ayt  either  tha'ncrvons  system  or  the  sensorium.  In  the  next  clasft 
we  find  the  muscular  an4  nervous  systems,  which  exist  withaiit«ci>- 
aorium.  In  the  most  perfect  animals  we  find  the  three  vital  powers 
combined,  each  having  an  existence  not  immediately  depending  on 
the  others,  but  all  ao  conDSCCed,  that  none  can  exist  long  witnont 
the  others." 

VOL.  v.— 210.  25.  c 
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'  the  removal  of  the  brain.  The  nervous,  then,  obeys  the  sen- 
sorial* system,  in  the  same  way  in  which  the  muscular  obeys  the 
nervous  svstem  ^  but  as  the  muscular  system  has  an  existence 
independent  of  the  nervous,  so  lias  the  nervous  independent  of 
the  sensorial  system*^  There  is  every  reason  for  believing  that 
the  peristaltic  motion  of  the  abdominal  viscera  obeys  the  same 
laws  as  the  action  of  the  heart ;  as  tius  motion  continues  until 
the  parts  become  cold  after  the  brfin  and  sjnnal  micrrow  are 
removed. 

The  following  are  the  conclusions  Dr.  Phillip  draws  from 
bis  experiments:-:—!.  That  the  muscles  of  involuntary  motioil 
obey  the  same  laws  with  those  of  voluntary  motion*  2.  That 
the  apparent  difference  in  the  nature  of  these  muscles  arises 
finom  tneir  being  under  the  influence  of  different  stimuli.  3. 
That  they  are  both  capable  of  being  stimulated  through  the 
nervous  system.  4.  That  the  power  of  both  is  independent  of 
the  nervous  system.  5.  That  what  is  called  the  nervous  system 
consists  of  two  parts,  whose  existence  is  not  immediately  .de- 
pendent on  each  other ;  the  one  performing  the  sensorial  fuuc-* 
tions,  the  other  conveying  impressions  to  and  from  tlie  senso* 
rium,  and  without  bestowing  any  power  on  the  muscular  system 
acting  as  a  stimulus  to  it.  0.  That  .there  is,  therefore,  m  the 
most  perfect  animals,  a  combination  of  three  distinct  vital 
powers,  not  immediately  depeadiog  on  each  other;  one  of  the 
muscular  system,  one  of  .Uie  nervous  system  properly  so  called, 
and  one  of  the  sensorial  system.  7.  That  the  muscular  system, 
though  independent  of,  the  nervous  system,  is  so  influenced  by 
it,  that  the  power  of  tl)e  former  may  even  be  destroyed  through 
the  uervous  system.  8.  That  both  the  muscular  and  nervous 
systems,  though  independent  of  the  sensorial  system,  are  so 
influenced  by  it,  that  they  may  even  be  destroyed  through  it* 
9.  That  although,  in  tlie  less  perfect  animals,  we  find  the  mus* 
cular  life  existing  alone,  and  the  muscular  and  nervous  existing 
without  the  sensorial  life,  in  the  more  perfect  animals,  they  are 
so  connected  that  none  can  exist  long  witliout  the  others.  10. 
That  nutrition,  circulation,  and  respiration,  are  tlie  means  by 
which  they  are  so  connected. 

In  a  second  paper*.  Dr.  Phillip  details  experiments  by 
which  he  ascertained,  that  chemical  stimuli  applied  to  the  ner- 
vous systeni  exert  a  greater  power  over  the  heart  than  mecha* 
nical  .stiuiMli,  ^^  while  the  muscles  of  voluntary  motion  are  more 
excited  by  the  latter.^  By  stimulating  generally  the  brain  and 
spinal  marrow,  the  brain  is  affected ;  but  the  muscles  of  voli- 
tion are  affected  only  by  stimulating  the  origin  of  the  spinal 

■       ■ ■■■     -  —  ■    ■    ■         ■      ■■ »         [■■.II 

*  Phil.  Trans.  1815.  Part  ii*  pi  424. 
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marrow  and  the  nerves.  Neither  chemical  nor  mechanical 
«tiniirii  affect  the  heart  unless  the  impressions  be  made  on  a 
large  portion  of  the  brain.  Dr.  Philfip  was  led  to  conclude, 
that  the  rare  Tecurrence  of  irregular  action  of  the  heart  is  owing 
to  tiiat  organ  being  subject  to  stimuli  which  aflect  all  the  parts 
of  the  nervous  system  only,  a  circumstance  of  great  importance 
in  the  animal  oeconomy.  The  velocity  of  the  circulation,  inde- 
pendent of  the  heart,  is  much  increased  by  stimuli  applied  to 
the  brain ;  but  no  irregular  action  is  excited,  the  difference  con- 
asting  merely  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  power. 

The  experiments  of  Dr.  Phillip,  as  far  as  they  tend  to  refute 
M.  k  Galiois'*  opinion,  are  much  strengthened  by  some  expe- 
riments by  Mr.  William  Clift  on  t*^rp*.  We  shall  only  notice 
his  fourth  condusion — **  That  whether  the  heart  is  exposed  or 
not,  its  action  continues  long  after  the  spinal  marrow  and  brain 
are  destroyed,  and  still  longer  when  the  Drain  is  removed  with* 
out  injuty  to  its  substance.^ 

A  view  of  this  important  subject,  different  from  that  by  Tfr. 
Phillip  and  if.  /e6a/fo»,istakenbyMr.Prin^.  We  shall  cmDraoe 
an  early  opportunity  of  laying  a  review  of  his  work-f-  before  our 
readers,  and  at  present  only  notice  that  although  he  maintains 
that  the  action  of  the  heart  is  not  independent  of  the  br^n  and 
nervous  system  ;  yet,  as  the  circulation  can  be  m£untairied  for 
«omc  time  after  decapitation,  and  then  ceases,  he  admits,  ^  that 
the  dependence  of  the  action  of  the  heart  upon  the  function  of 
the  brain  is  not  dii^ect,  but  mediate ;'  that  it  is  not  the  immediate 
source  of  the  power  which  moves  the  heart,  but  that  it  is  con- 
nected with  this  source.** 

Contrary  to  the  generally  received  opinion.  Dr.  Parry,  in 
a  paper  read  before  the  Royal  Society  J,  endeavours  to  prove 
that  the  pulse  does  not  depend  on  the  systole  and  diastole  of 
the  heart,  but  that  this>  vibration  is  nothing  more  than  the  re- 
action of  the  blood  to  maintain  its  regular  continuous  motion 
through  the  arteries,  which  he  regards  as  simple  canals.  He 
conceives  the  pulse  to  be  produced  by  a  diminution  of  the  dia- 
meter of  these  canals,  and  this  is  effected  at  every  junction  of  a 
vein  with  an  artery,  and  hence  a  pulse  is  produced. 

Nearly  about  the  same  time  that  Dr.  Parry  was  thus  at- 


•  ExperimeiiU  to  ascertain  the  Influence  of  (lit  Spinal  Marrow  on 
the  Action  of  the  Heart  in  FiA'/ies.  By  >ir.  William  Clift.  PhiL 
Ts-ans.  Part  i.  1815.     Reponiorjf,  vol.  iv.  p.  238. 

t  A  Vietv  qftJie  Relations  of  the  XerroJis  SyHem,  in  Health  and 
Disease f  &c.  by  Daniel  Pring,  Mennl>er  of  the  I^ioyal  College  of  Sur- 
geons^ London*  and  Surgeon  at  Bath.   Svo.  }).  ^56,  London,  1815. 

X  Repository,  vol.  iv.  p.  l65. 
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leiiu)tixig  to  es^kdn  the  actidn  of  the  artaiies,  Or,  ZugewkMtr 
reao  a  dissertation  to  the  SocUU  Academuque  it  Mwdme^  ob 
tlfte  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  veins*.  After  pointii^  out  the 
insuffi^ency  >af  ail  former  theories  to  aocount  fer  lihis  vital  ac- 
tion, lie  thus  states  bis  c^inion  of  its  cause.  ^  Duiing  the 
diastole  of  the  heart,  a^  vacuum  is  produced  into  which  tha 
blood  flows.  The  heart  is  then  irritated  to  re-aclion  by  the 
blood  which  fills  it,  and  expels  it  bj  its  systole.  While  the 
i^atole  oonttnues,  the  blood  remains  at  rest,  uotil  by  a  new 
dilatation  of  the  heart  it  ogain  rushes  into  the  vacuum ;  and 
Jtbttsthe  powers  c^  the  heart  are  mechanically  oontioued't-.'**  We 
need  scarcely  observe  that  this  mecdianicai  doctrine  is  not  likely 
*to  be  adcpted  in  this  country. 

In  nothing  is  the  perfection  of  Nature  miere  conspicuous 
than  m  adaptmg  the  organs  which  are  destined^to  perfimn  the 
Same  functions  in  different  animals  to  the  pecuhar  circum* 
stances  under  which  they  are  placed,  and  their  habits  of  lifik 
Sir  E.'  Home  has  exemplified  this  remark  in  an  examination  of 
the  respiratory  oigans  m  some  genera  of  vermes  which  live  in 
water^.  He  has  ascertained  that  in  the  lamprey,  the  lampem, 
the  myxine,  the  aphrodita  aculeata,  and  the  leech,  these  consist 
of  openings  on  both  sides  of  the  neck,  leading  into  oval,  or  . 
spherical,  or,  in  some,  flattened  bags,  which  act  the  part  of 
gills  ;  the  water  passing  into  them,  and  being  afterwards  thrown 
'OUt  again  after  tne  air  is  separated  from  it     The  uses  of  this 

Sculuirity  of  structure  are  rendered  obvious  by  examining  the 
bits  of  tlie  animals  in  which  they  are  found.  Thus  <^  in  the 
lamprey^  the  moutli  is  more  constantly  employed  in  laying  hold 
of  its  prey  and  other  substances ;  ana  therefore  the  respiratory 
organs  are  not  connected  with  it,  but  situated  near  it  In  the 
tiiyxoM,  which  feeds  upon  the  internal  parts  of  its  prey,  and 
buries  the  head  and  part  of  its  body  in  the  flesh,  the  openings 

*  Jatimal  General  de  Medecine,  ^,  4^.  torn.  liii.  p.  129* 

f  The  following  are  the  author's  expressions :  *'  Cordis  diastole 
vacuum  oritar^  et  venosus  sanguis  imbibitur.  Cor  sanguine  reple- 
turn  irritatur  ad  re-aotioHemy  et  systole  cruor  expellitun  Durante 
systole,  sanguis  venosus  quiescat  donee  dilatatione  novl  cordis  in 
vacdum  irruat;.et  sic  rhytmo  altemante,  vires  mechanica  cordis 
perennant" 

+  Phil.  Trans.  181,>,  Part  iL  ^  256.  art  xvi— «  Qn  tke 
Structure  of  the  Organs  of  Respiratiam  in  Animals,  which  appear  to 
hold  an  intermediaie  place  betfteen  those  of  the  doss  Pisces  and  the 
doss  Vermes,  and  in  two  of  the  genera  of  the  last-mentioned  class.  By 
Sir  Everard  Home,  Bart  V.  P.  R,  S. 

§  Ibid,  p.  265m  art  xvii. 


of  the  resptratpry  or^iw  are  removed  su^Q^tly  far  firom  the 
head  to  admi  of  lespuraiioa  gpifiig  on,  whjile  tl^e  wupal  is  ad 
cn^oyed.^ 

Aoipng  the  various  .subatapcee  d«ngerovis  to  bmcm  Me  to 
which  recent  inquiry  has  been  directed,  is,  the  poison  peculiar 
to  certain  fishes.  The  observations  of  Mr.  Burrows  on  tliis  sin- 
gular aind  hitherto  httie  invc'stigated  subject,  tend,  at  least,  to 
2ie  clispersioil  of  pre^xistinf^  errors,  as  to  the  cause  of  ttus  pro- 

nin  fish ;  and,  so  far,  w;H  facilitate  further  inquiries.  Th^ 
thesis  of  Dr.  Chidu>l«i,  that  the  base  of  this  ani<oal  pcvaon 
was  cupreous,  which  was  supported  b^  very  plauaible  xeasoning 
in  the  elaborale  aiyl  ingeuKHts  dissertation  of  that  industrious 
^apd  learned  physician  on  the  subject,  is  ih)w  acknowledged  b^ 
him  to  be  erroneous*.  He  candidly  states,  that,  '^having 
brought  to  England  some  of  die  argillaceous  stone  of  AnUgua, 
tinged  with  green,  and  thence  supposed  to  be  impregnated  with 
Ripper,"  it  was  submitted  to  the  experiments  or  a  very  skilful 
chemist,  when  no  trace  of  that  or  was  detected ;  but  tnere  wa$ 
a  precipitate  possessing  the  qualities  of  sulpluite  of  barytea. 

Upon  this  result.  Dr.  C.  says,  the  gentleman  who  made 
Jibe  experiment  suggests,  tl)at  ^^  the  affinity  of  muriate  of  soda 
to  barytes  is  very  greats  and  facilitates  .tiie  solubility  of  the 
iatter  in  water.  Hence,  considering  the  ponderosity  of 'barytes* 
we  perceive  readily  enough  why  the  solution  m  sea-water 
ahould  remain  stationary,  immediately  over  the  surface  of  the 
rock  containing  the  barytes ;  and  why  it  should  not  I)e  afiected 
by  currents  and  tides.  Now  as  all  nsh  feed  near,  or  at  the 
bottom,  those  resorting  to  the  tracts  of  the  sea  superincumbent 
to  such  rock,  receive  a  large  portion  of  this  solution  into  their 
bodied.  And  as  all  fisli  contain  water  in  an  unooinbiiied  state, 
in  a  much  larger  proportion  than  aay  other  cla«is  of  animals,  it 
follows  that  .this  solution,  after  being  received  into  tlieir  bodies, 
may  be  therein  retained  without  airecting  the  living  principle 
of  uie  animals  themselves,  although  it  give^  them  a  capacity, 
when  they  become  the  food  of  man,  of  acting  on  their  systems 
as  a  violent  poison.^  Hoiv  far.  Dr.  C.  adds,  these  may  be 
**  words  without  knowledge,^  he  will  not  take  upon  himself  to  say. 

However  unsatisfactory  this  reasoning  may  be ;  for  hoV 
lioes  it  account  for  the  fact,  that  a  fresh  tish  shall  be  entirely 
innocuous,  and  be  on  the  following  day  virulently  venomous  ?- 
yet  it  is  but  just,  where  so  muc^h  obscurity  prevails,  to  publish 
the  theories  the  learned  may  offer  as  a  guide  to  investiga- 
tion*. 

— »~— ^—       ■    ■        ■     li^— — .^^—     ■■!■■ 111.  .11  I  I  I  ■     ■     11.     I  '"!'"'. 

*  This  information  is  contained  ip  a  letter  &om  Dr.  Cliishplm 
to  Mr.  Burrows. 

f  The  Report  to  the  Royal  Institution  of  France^  ancl  tp  som9 
csedicaL  societies  of  Paris^by  Professor  UaUetOnd  by  other  pliysicians. 
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In  adding,  Dr.  Parry's  Elements  of  Pathology  and  Thera- 
peutics*;  Mr.  Highmore's  Case  of  a  Foetus  found  in  the  Ab- 
domen of  a  Young  Manf  ;  and  Dr.  Phillip''s  of  one  found  in 
that  of  a  Child  ^;  witli  a  second  edition  of  Dr.  Hunter's  large 


on  Mr.  Burrows's  paper  on  Fish  Poison  (vide  Reposilort/,  vol.  iii. 
p.  445),  and  the  interest  it  has  excited  in  several  parts  of  Germany, 
kad  to  the  hope  that  the  inquiry  will  be  successfully  pursued.  And 
this  expectation  is  the  more  confident,  from  a  communication  of 
the  learned  and  ingenious  M.  Orfila  to  the  author  ;  who  expresses 
Ims  determination  to  make  it  the  particular  object  of  his  researches 
in  a  voyage  he  meditates.  M,  le  Docteur  Roche,  in  his  Report  to  the 
Athen^  de  Medecine,  finding  no  synon3rm  for  Fish  Poison  in  the 
French  language,  has  named  it,  "  Le  Poison  Ichthyque"  ^ 

♦  Elements  of  Pathology  and  Therapeutics ;  being  the  outlines 
of  a  work  intended  to  ascertain  the  Nature,  Causes,  and  most  Efiica- 
cious  Modes  of  Prevention  and  Cure  of  the  greater  Number  of 
Diseases  incidental  to  the.Hutnan  Frame.  By  Caleb  Hillier  Parry, 
M.D.  F.R.S.  ^c.  vol  i.  8vo.  pp.  463.  London,  1815.  As  we  shall 
soon  review  Dr.  Parry's  work,  we  at  present  merely  extract  the  Re- 
capitulation with  which  the  volume  concludes,  from  which  some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  doctrines  he  supports. 

"  First,  that  the  far  greater  number  of  the  diseases  incidental  to 
the  human  frame  depends,  at  some  point  or  other  of  that  succession 
of  antecedent  circumstances  which  constitutes  the  diain  of  causes, 
on  excessive  momentum  of  blood,  wliether  local  or  general. 

*'  Secondly,  that  this  momentum  is  not,  necessarily,  always  ex- 
cessive absolutely ;  that  is,  in  relatioYi  to  the  usual  state  of  perfect 
health  in  the  mass  of  mankind;  but  relatively  to  the  state  of  the 
individual  at  the  period  given.  ^ 

'*  Thirdly,  that  many  of  those  movements,  which  constitute  what 
is  called  disease,  and  which,  for  the  time,  produce  disorder  of  the 
difTerent  functions,  whether  of  body  or  mind,  are,  in  reality, 
processes,  the  general  tendency  of  which  is  to  restore  health  and  to 
prolong  life ;  although,  on  particular  occasions,  their  operation  may 
be  either  deficient  on  one  hand  or  excessive  on  the  other ;  or  may 
be  even  sometimes  directed  to  parts  which  seem,  as  it  were,  unneces- 
sarily implicated  in  the  vain  and  fatal  conflict." 

t  A  Case  of  a  Foetus  found  in  the  Abdomen  of  a  Young  Man. 
By  Nathaniel  Highmore,  Surgeon,  Sherborne,  Dorsetshire.  4to. 
pp.  90.  two  plates.  London,  1815.  For  a  review  of  this  case,  vide 
Repository,  vol.  iv.  p.  403.  We  take  this  opportunity  of  noticing, 
what  we  neglected  to  state  in  our  review,  that  Mr.  Highmore,  in  his 
opinion  of  tlie  ciuses  of  this  phenomenon,  has  been  anticipated  by 
Mr.  Simmons  of  Manchester,  in  his  description  of  a  case  of  mon- 
•trosity.— Vide  Medical  Facts  and  Observations,  vol.  viii. 

X  This  case  was  reported  by  Dr.  Phillip  to  the  Royal  Society. 
He  conceives  that  the  phenomenon  oria:inated  from  one  fcetus  being 
]Dclo6ed  within  another  in  the  womb.   Vide  Repository,  vol.  iv.  p.  l65. 
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Plates  of  the  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Gravid  Uterus ;  we  be* 
lieve  we  have  noticed  all  that  has  been  done  in  this  department 
i}{  Medical  Science  within  the  period  of  our  Betrospect. 

CHEMISTRY- 

NoNE  of  the  sciences  has  been  so  extensively  cultivated  at 
Chemistry ;  the  rapidity  of  its  progress  has  been  commensu** 
rate  with  the  number  of  i^  votaries;  and  there  is  scarcely  any 
part  of  its  march  that  is  not  marked  by  some  important  disco- 
very. The  assistance  Medicine  has  derived  from  it  is  fully 
acknowledged  ;  and  thence  it*  becomes  part  of  our  present  dutj 
to  trace  its  advancement. 

Much  of  the  interest  which  it  has  excited,  is  undoubtedly, 
due  to  the  scientific  form  it  has  assumed  within  these  fifty  years, 
and  to  the  perfection  of  its  language ;  for,  whilst  the  science 
consisted  of  isolated  facts,  and  arbitrary  terms  were  employed 
to  express  them,  the  want  of  generalization  and  system  ren-^ 
dered  the  Uisk  of  acquiring  it  diiBcult  and  repulsive :  but  as 
soon  as  the  labours  of  Black,  Cavendish,  and  Lavoisier  esta- 
blished those  general  principles  that  led  to  the  effulgence. of 
brilliant  discovery,  which  has  distinguished  the  present  era^ 
and  a  methodical  language  was  invented,  the  attractions  of  tlio 
science  became  irresistible.  Every  discovery  of  a  new  sub- 
stance must  stiU  necessarily  introduce  new  terms ;  but  to  alter 
the  present  language,  merely  because  the  principles  upon  which 
some  of  the  terms  were  founded  have  been  proved  to  be  erro-r 
neous  by  more  recent  discoveries,  would,  in  our  opinions,  be 
premature ;  and  by  the  repetition  of  the  changes  that  mi^ht 
thus  progressively  be  introduced,  ultimately  lead  to  aobnfusiaa 
highly  detrimental  to  the  science. 

We  have  been  induced  to  make  these  remarks  by  having 
observed  changes  of  nomenclature  attempted  to  be  introduced 
by  some  individuals  in  this  country,  but  more  particularly  on 
the  continent*.  Were  a  change  of  chemical  language  even 
absolutely  required,  it  certainly  ought  not  to  be  the  work  of 
individuals. 

The  first  circumstance  which  attracts  notice,  as  connected 
with  the  general  principles  of  the  science,  is  a  paper  on  crystal- 
lization, Dy  Dr.  J.  R.  Coxe,  of  Fhiladelphia-|- ;  who,  from  a 
series  of  ^experiments,  concludes,  that  there  is  something  *'  as 
yet  not  well  understood,^  operative  in  this  process,  independent 


*  Annali  of  PhUosaphf,  vol.  vi.  p.  252 ;  and  OhicnxUkmi  mtr  un 
Ncuveau  Tableau  de  Synonj^mie  Chimiqtie^  parM.  Fougenm,  Pbar- 
macien  a  Orleans.    Journal  de  Pkarmackp  Na  viiL  p.  d45« 

t  Annals  qfPhHosophy^  toL  vL  p.  101. 
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€if  Unnpetittttre  md  tfliiidspficlriciftT  pr^ssare.  He  found  tliat 
lattiiVAted  sokrtibiiB  of  various  Mtlts,  put  mto  phiab  at  a  boiling 
temperalitt^  «^  dbf fe^,  sometimes  preeipitated  r^ular  crys- 
tals as  they  cooled,  but  at  other  times  remained  fluid ;  in  some 
instances  tney  crystallized  instantaneously  on  admitting  the  air ;. 
'  in  others,  atter .  remaining  exposed,  did  not  crystamze  even  . 
when  ^*  briskly  sihaken,  and  some  time  afterwards,  without  any 
apparent  cause,  have  assumed  the  sofid  form.*^  Both  corked 
flxid  Udcorked  solutions  of  Glauber  salts,  in  some  of  the  expe> 
i^entsf,gradualhr  de|>asited  transparent  firm  crystals  two  incnes 
iil  length;  in  others,  irregular  masses  only  at  the  bottom  of 
the  vessel — ^'  the  fluid  above,  in  these  cases,  continuing  clear 
ibid  ^turated ;  and  when  shaken,  s{)metimes  consolidating  in 
the  usual  way.^  In  &hort,  sometimes  atmospheric  pressure 
heemed  to  operate,  in  others,  not ;  agitation  sometimes^  but  not 
invariably;  and  the  whole  series  of  experiments  presented  so 
thsny  anomalies  as  to  prevent  any  conclusion  being  drawn  as 
to  the  causes  of  the  various  effects. 

An  experimental  inquiry  into  the  same  subject,  and  on  tlie 
dfect  of  solutions  on  the  structure  of  crystals,  with  a  difierent 
view,  has  been  instituted^  in  this  country,  by  F»  Daniel,  Esq. 
F.H.S  ♦  The  dyect  is  to  prove  the  truth  of  Dr.  Wollastoirs 
theory  of  molecular  sphericity ;  which,  Dr.  Daniel  conceives,  de- 
tnonstrates,  and  satisfactorily  explains  the  structure  of  theoct&- 
h^ral  crystal,  as  for  example  that  of  alum ;  but  the  rhomboidal 
crystal  of  carbonate  of  linie,  and  the  quadrilateral  prism  of  sul- 
l^uate  of  man^nesia,  cannot  be  deduceci  from  the  arrangement  of 
ftpiicte?.  Tnese  forms,  however,  may  be  produced  from  cubes 
or  oblong  spheroidb ;  and  no  other  form  of  integi'ant  molecules 
can  account  for  the  struclure  of  crystals. 

The  subject  of  Cry stalhzation,  in  every  respect,  is  one  of 
Very  considerable  interest,  and  merits  further  investigation. 

Nothing  can  illustrate  in  a  more  striking  manner  the  high 
d^g^ee  of  perfection  to  which  Chemical  Science  is  approximar 
ting,  thatl  the  k^o^vIe(lge  which  has  already  been  acquired 
regarding  the  nature  of  the  substance  named  /odtnef,  and  its 
relations  with  other  bodies.     Much  of  what  lias  been  discovered 


^  Mr.  Daniel's  pi^per  was  read  to  the  Royal  Society  on  the  l6th 
and  23d  of  November  last. 

t  Iodine  was  discovered  in  1811^  and  the  first  acci^nt  of  i^  read 
to  the  French  Institute  in  1813  (vide  Repositon/,  vol.  i.  p.  218).  '  The 
beat  general  details  r^rding  ft  are  to  be  feund  in  the  following 
werk^-^Annales  de  Chimie^  t.  Ixx^viii^  P*  319,  320,  Ibid.  t.  xci. 
Journal  de  Physiqne,  Aout  1814.  BiiUetifi  de  Pharmacie^  t  vi 
J(  urnal  de  Pharmacies  Janvier  1^1 5i  Aiuials  of  Philosophy^  Nos. 
28,30,32,33.  *      - 


•n  this  tub^  k  due  to  Sir  Bumplimr  Ihrrj,  iAitff  io  prose* 
cutii^  bis  mqutffieii  has  lot^  ineoeeded  in  comliifiiiig  oxygefi 
and  ^iBe*.  To  pvoduos  this  efeot,  eooMorme  am  mlinst 
must  be  brought  together  at  the  ordinary  tefnperaftore  frf*  the  at^ 
Biosphere :  an  iiiiiiie<Kate  action  ensues,  the  conrpound  assmaes 
a  bngbl  vran^  ooJoor^  and  a  hjquid  ^  foiiBed.  *^  When  the" 
^uch£)rine  is  in  sufBcient  quantity,  a  white  substance  likewise 
appears.  Bf  the  applioadon  of  a  gentle  .heat,  theorange  eboi- 
pound  of  dhJorine  and  iodine  may  he  made  to  rise  in  vf^KHU*:^ 
and  the  oompound  of  oxygen  and  iodine  reaumiB.*  ThisoDm-^ 
pnuid  may  be  obtained  (iry,  by  previously  pasfing  the  eochlcK' 
line  through  dry  muriate  of  lime. 

The  compound  of  oxygen  and  io&ie  thus  obtained,  is  v' 
white  semi-traiiRperent  soua ;  inodorous,  and  ha  vine  a  strMM|»> 
astringent  sour  taste.  Its  fipedfic  gravity  exceeds  that  of  siiP 
pburic  acid.  It  is  decomposed  by  a  heat  rather  under  800^ 
Faht.  and  is  entirely  ciMiverted  into  pure  oxygen  spas  and  soHd' 
iodine;  the  oxygen  beinr  in  the  pioportion'^'  191  grain  mea* 
suces  in  one  grain  of  tne  compound.  It  is  deliquescent  and^ 
very  soluble  in  water,  the  solution  Ihst  reddeviin^,  and  then' 
destroying  vegetable  blues,  and  reduces  other  vcgptablecofoarS' 
to  a  dullye&w.  It  detonates  when  heated  with  oomhustihie 
bodies ;  and  its  solution  acts  upon  all  the  metals.  Wit:h  che 
alkalies  and  alkalioe  earths,  it  forms  uxyiodes  or  tripio  •  om-^ 
pounds  of  their  metallic  bases  with  oxygen  and  iodine.  It  alsty' 
forms  compounds  mth  the  metallic  oxides,  and  precipitaiei; 
of  lead  and  mercury  from  their  nitrous  solutions. 


n 


*  Some  ExperimeHl9  on  ^  Solid  CompoNnd  ^  Iodine  and  (ktf^t 
t,  and  on  its  Ch&nical  Jgemcies,  By  Sir  Hiunphrey  Davy,  LL.D» 
\R.S. — Phii.  TraH9.  ISl.i".  Port  ii.  p.  203.  In  t'le  eai-ly  stage  of  the 
investigation  of  iodine  it  was  regarded  as  not  being  ca))abLt.  ui' com- 
bining with  oxygen  at  any  teinperature;  but  the  t\peri»;ieiits  of 
Gay  Lussac  ascertained  that  under  some  circutnstano  s,  iu  Ueconi- 
posmg,  for  instance!  oxiode  of  barhtm  by  sulphunr  aind.  it  ani:os 
with  oxygen  in  a  nascent  state,  and  forms  an  acii  xvhich  he  n^  ued 
MiCf  The  acid  that  obtained  is  combined  with  wuter^  but  by  ewr.^ 
ponttion  is  rendered  of  the  oonsiscenee  of  syrup.  Its  taste  is  rery 
add ;  and  it  unites  with  all  tiie  salifiable  bases.  Its  constituents, 
according  to  Gay  Luasac>  are — lodi^te,  100*0000 — Oxygen,  312  0085.^ 
Sir  H.  £^vy  objects  to  the  name  iodic,  which  he  conceive-  is  equL^iiy ' 
applicable  to  hydrioinic  and  chlonHnic  acids ;  and  to  the  iodates  pro» 
-pase^^  by  Gay  Lassac  he  also  olMects^  as  pl/ieiug  the  oxqiodes  in  the 
common  class  of  neutral  salts,  from  which  they  differ  in  many  re- 

Among  the  other  singular  properties  of  iodine,  is  that  discovered 
^y  Dr.  Brewster,  of  polarizing  the  Ugiit  rcfiectei!  by  it  iii  two  op« 
jKnke  planes,  a  property  peculiar  to  metallic  bodies. 

jo\.  y.-^No.  SSi  n 
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oonpouad  unites  with  the  adds,  forming  crystallised* 
•our  OQiBpounds,  ivhieli  redden  vegetable  Uues,  and  dissolve 
gold  and  platinum ;  but  with  liquid  muriatic  add  ii  is  decom- 
powd,  and  the  compound  of  chlorine  and  iodine  is  formed. 

Sir  H.  Davy  proposes  to  name  this  new  impound  oxyio^ 
dine;  and  the  aad  oomp<>und  it  forms  with  water,  ovyiodie 
add« 

Chlorine. — Since  the  period  that  Sir  H.  Davy  discovered  that 
Ox^uiiatic  acid  was  a  simple  body,  which  he  denominated 
Cklarine:  this  substance  has  very  much  excited  the  attention 
of  demists.  In  pursuing  his  inquiries,  and  having  learnt 
that  .Gay  Lussac,  by  die  action  of  sulphuric  acid  on  hyperoxy- 
muiiate  of  baryta,  bad  obtained  a  peculiar  add  which  he  named 
chloric  add.  Sir  Humphrey  was  led  to  examine  the  action  of  acids 
on  the  hyperoxymuriates  under  new  drcumstances*.  He  found 
that  when  30  cnr  40  parts  of  sul{rfiuric  acid  are  added  to  one  of 
]^yperoxymuriate  of  potassa,  the  add  is  tinged  deep  orange,  and 
white  and  orange  fumes,  having  a  peculiar,  not  disagreeable, 
odour,  are  exhaled.  This  coloured  gas  destroys  moist  vege- 
table blues  without  previously  reddening  them  :  when 
heated  to  212*  it  explodes  violently,  producing  much  light ; 
and  leaving  rather  less  than  three  volumes  (tram  2*7  to  2'9) 
far  two  of  tne  gas  decomposed ;  and  of  these,  two  are  ox^'gen, 
and  the  remainder  chlorine.  Phosphorus  decomposes  this  gas 
with  an  explosion,  and  bums  in  the  liberated  gases  with  great 
brilliancy.  Water  absorbs  it  and  acquires  a  deep  yellow  colour ; 
but  although  the  solution  is  extremely  astriugentand  oorrosivey 
yet  it  does  not  taste  sour. 

The  action  of  hydro-nitric  acid  (nitric  add)  on  the  hyper- 
<nc]piuriate  affords  the  same  gas  as  above  described.  The 
trhite  fumes  probably  consist  ofa  hydrate  of  the  gas. 

Sir  H.Davy  states  that  ^^  although  this  new  substance  contains 
four  proportions  of  oxygen,  yet  it  is  not  an  add  ;^  and  hence 
it  is  probable  that  the  acid  fluid  compound  of  oxygen,  clilorino 
and  water,  called  chloric  acid  by  Gay  Lussacf',  owes  its  acid 
powers  to  combined  hydrogen :  and  ne  conceives  that  until  a 
pure  combination  of  clilorme  and  oxygen  is  obtained,  ^^  pos- 
sessed of  acid  properties,  we  have  no  right  to  say  that  chlorine 
is  capable  of  being  acidified  by  oxygen,  and  that  an  acid  com- 
pound exists  in  the  hyperoxymuriates.^ 

Under  the  idea,  however,  that  Gay  Lussac^s  opinion  is  cor- 
rect, M.  Vauquelin  has  published  some  observations  on  chlorid 
add  and  its  combinalionsj;.     But  the  results  of  his  experiments 


♦  PhU.  Trans,  1815,  Part  ii.  Art  xiii. 

t  Anmdes  de  CUmie,  torn.  xcL      .  %  Ibid.  torn.  zcv.  p.  91^  ll&r  ^ 
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"With  many  of  the  metalKc  chlorite^  rather  tend,  in  our  opinion, 
to  oonfirm  Sir  H.  Davids  position :  the  fdlowin^,  however,  are 
the  conclusions  he  deduces  from  them;  **  1.  That  the  metala 
which  decompose  water,  abo  decompose  chloric  acid,  and  form 
with  it  oxygenated  chWures.  8.  As  chlorine  ooftibines  with 
some  of  the  metallic  oxides,  without  disengaging  cn^gen,  ton* 
sequently  it  exists  in  oxygenated  chlorures.  §.3!liat  hydro- 
chloric acid  combines  with  certain  metallic  oxides  without  decom- 
posing them ;  as,  for  instance,  those  of  the  metals  which  de» 
compose  water.  4.  The  greater  part  of  the  chlorates  decom* 
posed  by  heat,  yield,  either  a  mixture  of  a  dilorure  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  base  in  a  free  state,  or  a  sub-chlorure ;  which  seems ' 
to  demonstrate  that  oxygen  contributes  partly  to  the  saturatioa 
of  the  bases.  5.  That  the  chlorures  resulting  iiom  tlie  decom<« 
position  of  chlorates  procured  from  protoxides,  are  always  at  a 
sMtamirm  of  acid ;  but  that  those  made  with  the  peroxioeft  are 
always  at  a  maximum  ;  consequendy  chloric  acid  does  not  ap* 
pear  to  follow  in  its  oombinationii  the  proportions  of  oxygen 
eontiuned  in  the  bases.^ 

^2:oCe.-^Berzelius  has  regarded  ammoma  as  an  oxide ;  **  be* 
cause,  in  its  combinations  with  acids,  it  ibibws  the  same  law  as 
metallic  oxides;  but  this  concluaon  is  denied  by  Gay  Lussac^ 
who,  however,  conceives  that  we  should  consider  azote  as  ap^ 
proacliiiig  by  its  properties  to  the  nature  of  oxygen,  chlorine,  and 
jodine^  and  that  like  them  it  may  acidify  a  certain  dass  of  bo* 
difs." 

Cyaiiog«ii.-~>This  name  has  been  given,  by  G^  Lussac,  to 
a  new  substance  discovered  by  him.  It  is  the  radicle  of  prussio 
acid,  which,  he  asserts,  is  hke  the  muriatic  and  the  hydriodic 
acids,  a  compound  of  a  radide  with  hydrogen,  or  a  kydracid*» 
Cynanogen  is  obtained  by  deoomposine.cyanure  of  mercury-f* 
(prumate  ofmtreury)  in  a  very  dry  sta^,  m  a  glass  retort,  nj 
the  heat  of  a  lamp.  It  comes  over  in  the  form  of  gas,  and'lnusi 
be  reodved  over  mercury.  It  is  a  permanently  elastic  jgas;  with 
a  strong  penetrating  odour;  soluble  in  water,  to  which  it  affords  a 
sharp  taste ;  and  is  inflammable,  burning  with  a  blurish  purple 
flame.  Its  specific  gravity  is  r6064w  It  is  not  decomposed  in  a 
very  high  temperature ;  water  dissolves  4^  volumes  of  it,  pure  aU 
cohol  23  volumes ;  and  sulphuric  ether  and  spirit  of  turpentine 
at  least  as  much  as  water.  It  reddens  infuiiion  of  litmus;  but 
when  tlie  mixture  is  heated,  the  gas  is  disengaged,  mixed  with 

*  Annakidt  Chimie,  torn.  xrr.  p.  136^   Repository,  vol.  |v.  p.  518. 

t  A  perfectly  neutral  crystallized  cyanure  is  obtained  by  djgcst* 
Vig  red  oxide  of  mercury  with  prussian  blue. 
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%&ttle  carbonic  add,  atfd  dje  bl«ie  colour  of  die  Ittmua  reluMau 
By  the  heat  of  a  spiiit  Uinip^  pbospboru^  sulphur,  and  iodine 
|Dav  be  volataliiea  in  it  without  sufibriug  aoy  chaa^«  Copper 
and  gold  do  not  oombine  with  it;  but  iron  partly  deoomposes  it 
ft  a  neariy  white  heat^  In  the  cold,  potaa^uui  does  not  act 
won  it;  out  when  heated, it  absorbs  a  portion  of  i%  equal  to 
t£e  bulk  of  hydrogen  it  can  sepaiute  from  water.  This  %ooin> 
la^Uon  is  yellow,  imd  manifests  alkalaie  properties. 
.  Cyai^lfien  detonates  violently,  gi^'ing  out  a  blue  flames 
t^hen  fired  with  twice  its  bulk  g^*  oxygen  gas,  the  residue  ia 
earbdnic  acid  gas,  and  azote  It  oHnbines  with  several  of  tlie 
metals;  also,  with  the  alkalies  and  alkaline  earths;  deoon- 
jpon^g  rapidly  the  carbonates  at  a  low  temperature,  and  finrui- 
ing  eyanures  with  the  oxides.  One  volume  of  cyanqgen  united 
with  an  alkali,  and  afterwards  decomposed  by  an  add,  yieida 
axacti3^r-oiie  volume  of  carbonic  add  gas,  one  volume  of  hydro* 
cyanique  vapeur,  and  one  volume  of  ammoniacal  gas*. 

Sulpkur.-^M.  DoberdutTf  by  a  process  which  lie  has  not 
yet  <lescribed,  has  deprived  sulphur  jof  its  hydrosen,  and  olv 
tained  it  in  tlie  fiorm  of  a  blue  powder  similar  to  ultramarine-f . 

'  The  Metals  at  all  tinges  have  attracted  the  attention  of 
diennits ;  and  it  is  proltabie  that  the  list  of  those  already  known 
iMoy  be  still  much  augmented.  ■  Many  of  the  propeities  of  tlieir 
Axades  are  yet  but  iiuperfectly  utxierstood :  Vogcl  has  lately 
ascertained,  that  several  of  them  are  decomposed  by  Migart ;  a 
fact  whidi  deveIo))es  the  cause  of  the  antidotal  influ^ioe  of  thia 
substance,  when  exliibited  itv  cases  of  poisoning  by  verdigris. 

Gold  and  Stiver. — ^Dr.  Brewster  has  remarked  that  these 
metals  possess  the  singular  property  of  produdng  colours  by 
the  successive  reflection  of  polarized  light,  which  are  comple* 
nentary  to  each  other.  This  observation  lias  been  verified  by 
M.Biot 

Mertmiy  §.— -An  amalgam  of  mercury  with  hydro^n  has 
been  obtained  by  M.  Dobernuerj  by  decomposing  water  in*  con- 
tact with  that  metid  by  means  of  the  Galvanic  battery.  Thia 
amalgam  is  solid,  and  not  decomposed  by  agitation ;  but,  when 
heated,  it  is  resolved  into  running  mercury  and  hydrogen||. 


• 


We  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  presenting  our  readers 
With  a  translation  of  the  interesting  paper,  from  wliich  these  ex* 
tracts  have  been  made. 

t  Ann.  ^Philos.  voL  vL  p.  234b     %  Jottrn.  de  Pharm.  Na  iv.  p.  241. 

I  Prom  an  account  of  the  quicksilver  mines  of  Idria,  in  lUyria, 
by  Jn.  Patjsse  (Annaks  de  Chimie,  tome  xci.  p.  \6VU  it  appears  diat 
these  mines,  from  the  1st  c^  January  1810,  to  SeptemDer  1813« 
^*  Ided  17*076  quintals  and  f  4  pounds  of  this  metal. 

II  Annals  ofPhilawph/,  voL  vL  p.  2S4c 


^he  came  cbemkt  has  ittmounced  the  exi^ctioe  oTa  native  com« 
pQuml  of  mercury  and  ^sulphuret  of  carbon*. 

V<^1  states  tnat  when  peroxide  of  mercury  k  bnled  with 
«  flohitioii  of  6ugan,  it  ioses  its  intensity  of  colour,  and  is  reduced 
to  the  «t«te  of  a  bkckish  powder^  which  is  a  mbcture  of  the 
Mack  and  ^ed  oxidef. 

/.eittt— Vog;el  has  ako  examined  the  nature  of  the  action  of 
tagar  upon  the  oxides  of  thi»  m&tal  I ;  and  found  that  they  form 
with  it  ooninoutids  iiisoiubie  in  water:  manna  produces  rsoarlj 
the  same  effect  Sugiar  partialiy  reduces  the  l>rown  oxide  dt 
lead ;  witii  «^hidi  43A  of  tarpeatjne  enters  into  chemical  covibi- 
nation. 

JVMJtff .-— A  new  ore  of  this  metal  lias  been  lately  tuialyzeil 
liy  Dr.  Jokas  and  the  ibUowing  given  as  its  constituents. 

Nickel....... i 23» 

Antimony,  with  arsenic,  and  a  trace  <^  iron .........  6l*8li 

Sulphur.... 141S 

Ufiknown  bodvy  probably  lead  or  i^lver,  with  silica     O03 

•  •  •  ^imtmt^mmmmmm 
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From  its  oontaining  auUmony,  it  has  been  named  Niekd^ 

BismMik.'T^he  cai*boaate  has  been  veoently  discovered  as 
an  oi^e,  io  Cornwall.  Its  s})ecific  gravity  is  3*0765 ;  whidi  is 
le9S  than  thai  of  the  bismuth  ochre  of  tlie  Germans;  but  tlii 
cqlour,  fracture,  and  iutitres  are  familar||. 

Tung^tetL'^Avntrng  other  resuhs  ot  a  smiss  of  experjmenla 
on  tliis  metal  and  ibt  osides,  by  Professor  Buchulz/,  it  appears 
chat  besides  the  yellow  and  dark-blue  oxides  of  this  metal,  there 
exists  another  intermediate  to  these,  of  a  dark  brownish  red  or 
reddish  brown  colour.  *♦  It  may  be  obtained  by  the  appiiea* 
tion  of  iKat  to  the  tungstate  of  ammonia,  in  consequence  of  the 
deoxidizing  property  of  the  ammonia.^ 

TheACiDs,  ))ernap»,  more  than  any  olljer  set  of  bodies- 
have  lati'ly  particiilarly  excited  the  attention  of  chemists*  Tim 
•jMnion  that  ceiygeu  is  the  addifying  principle  is  t^cct}minnr  less 

Sneral;  and  the  suggestion  of  Sir  H.  Davv,  tiininded  on  the 
tl  that  tlie  compoiiiA.s  formed  by  tlsc  union  of  iodine  and  of 
pblorine  wi,th  bydixigen  possess  acid  properties,  ^^  that  acidity 
does  not  depend  upon  any  pfCMliar  elementary  substance, '  but- 

^11-  -  -  --  ■  ■■  ■■■.■■-■- i.-i-.,,..- 

•  Anmd$  qf  FhHotopfiy,  vol.  vi.  p.  287. 

+  Journc!  de  Pkarmifciey  No.  vi.  p.  252.       %  Ibid.  N».  vi.  p.  260, 

§  Ameils  ufPktlowpkjf,  voL  vL  p,  154.       ||  IbicL  vqI.  vi.  p.  23& 

^  Sc/twdrgej^s  \eues  Jmrnal  Jur  Chemie  imd  Pbjfdeh^  Toliifef 
p.  1 ;  and  Thmnton'M  Antuii,  vcd.  vL  p.  198^' 
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U]r>on  peculiar  ambinatioiM  of  various  substances,  is  daily  oIk 
tuning  new  votaries.^ 

We  have  already  noticed  the  error  into  whicli  Gay  Lussac 
has  fallen,  according  to  Sir  H.  Davy,  in  supposing  that  what 
he  denominates  chlbric  add  owes  its  acidity  to  oxygen. 

Chyazic  Jcids. — M.  Porrett  having  shewn*  that  the  'ele*« 
flnents  of  prusfflc  acid  unite  with  black  oxide  of  iron,  and  form 
a  peculiar  acid,  which  he  naxneAferruretied  chyazic ;  and  which 
is  the  acid  portion  of  the  triple  prussiates :  and,  also,  that  sul- 
phur, when  combined  with  prussicacid,  alters  its  nature,  and 
forms  with  it  another  add,  wnich  he  named  sulphuretted  diyazic 
add  :  he  has  drawn  up  a  table,  shewing  in  what  degree  the  re- 
sults of  his  analyses  coincide  jvith  the  atomic  theory  of  Dalton, 
and  the  law  r^ulating  the  combination  of  oxidized  bodies  dis- 
covered by  Berzeliusf .  The  following  is  an  extract  shewing  tha 
imposition  of  the  above  two  acids : 

Analysis  offerruretted  Chyazic  Add. 

rrvaac  Add.        Bladt  Oxide  of  Inau        Add. 

Analyas  percent....     6379 36-21  100 

{percent.  ...  66-669 33431  100 

-  f  4  atoms 1  atom 1  atom 

per  atom....  j  ^^^^^ g^^gg    25922 

Analysis  of  sulphuretted  Chyazic  Add, 

Ynumc  Add.  Sulphur.  Add* 

Analysis  per /;ent....  348         65-2        100 

percent...  a50333  64  9€67  100 

4  atoms  latoat 

.80  ......  12314 

Prussic  Add. — ^A  most  interesting  series  of  experiments  have 
been  made  by  M.  Gay  Lussac  on  this  add :  and  an  account  of 
them  published  in  the  Annates  de  Chimiel.  His  experiments 
ware  made  with  prussic  acid  obtained  by  decomposing  prussiate 
of  mercury  by  means  of  concentrated  liydroclilonc  acid  (muriatic 
^acid),  in  quantity  not  sufficient  to  decompose  the  whole  of  tlie 
prussiate|| ;  and  the  application  of  a  moderate  heat.  ^ 


juiaiysis  pt;rji;t?ni.....  o^'o 

{percent...  a50333  ... 
per  atom....  {J^^-; 


«— -^ 


•  PkiLTrans.  1814.  t  Ibid.  1815,  Part  iL  p.  250. 

%  Atmales  de  Chitnie,  3\  Aout,  1815. 

II  The  apparatus  he  employed  was  a  small  tubulated  retort,  to 
;wluch  was  fitted  a  tube  about  six  decimetres  long,  and  a  centimetre 
and  a  half  in  diameter  within.  One  third  of  this  tube,  nearest  to 
nthe  retort,  was  filled  with  small  pieces  of  white  marble,  to  retain  any 
hydrochloric  acid  that  might  inadvertently  be  allowed  to  came  over  ) 
the  other  two-thirds  contained  melted  chlorate  (muriate)  cilime,  in 
•mall  pieces,  to  condense  the  water  that  might  be  mixed  with  tha 
janissic  vapour.  To  the  end  of  the  tube  a  smfldl  receiver  was  adapted^ 
md  suxropnded  with  ice,  for  collecting  the  acid. 
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•  Pmssic  add  tkus  prepared  is  a  colourless,  strong  smelling^ 
liquid,  with  a  taste  at  first  cooling,  then  burning.  It  is  sedative 
and  poisonous  in  a  high  d^ree.  Its  gravity  at  70  (45^  Faht.)  it 
0-7058 ;  at  18'  (04^  Faht.)  it  is  0*6969.  It  boils  at  96r5  (80 
Faht.)  and  congeals  at  15®  l)elow  the  freezing  point  (5^  Faht.) 
erystallizing  regularly  at  that  tcniperatMrc,  sometiniea  in  fibrei 
resembling  nitrate  of  ammonia.  The  cold  produced  by  it  when 
converted  into  vapour  is  sufficient  to  congeal  it,  even  in  summer^ 
The  specific  gravity  of  the  vapour,  by  experiment,  is  0*9476;' 
but  by  the  calculation  of  the  combination  and  condensation  of 
Its  elements  0*9360,  which  is  perhaps  the  truth ;  100  measures 
of  the  gas  being  mixed  with  oxygen  at  72",  and  detonated  in 
Voltai's  eudiometer,  consumed  1^  measures  of  oxygen :  100 
measures  of  carbonic  acid  were  formed,  and  50  of  asote  re« 
mained.  From  this  analysis,  pmssic  acid  is  composed  o(caarho» 
1  volume,  hydro^n  0*5,  and  asote  0*5,  condensed  into  one  v^ 
Jume :  or,  by  weight,  ^ 

Carbon 44*89 

Azote 61*71 

Hydrogen 3*90 
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Pmssic  add,  in  this  state,  very  soon  spontaneously  changes 
into  pnissiate  of  ammonia  and  an  azoture  of  carbon,  or  a  com-* 
pound  of  carbon  and  azote^    Phosphorus  and  iodine  may  be 
volatilized  in  it  without  altering  it ;  but  sulphur  forms  with  it 
a  solid  compound.     When  potassium  is  heated  in  prussic  va^ 
pour  mixed  with  hydrogen  or  azote,  the  metal  is  converted  into, 
a  spongy  grey  sulistance,  which  melts  and  assumes  a  yellow 
colour :    tnis,  when  put  into  water,  dissolves  without  efferves- 
cence, and  presents  the  characters  of  simple  prussiate  of  potass.. 
It  is,  therefore,  probable  that  pmssic  acid,  like  hydrochloric^ 
(muratic)  and  hyariodic  (oxy iodic)  ands  is  composed  of  a  radi- 
cle (see  cyanogen)  combined  with  hydrog^.    Pmssic  acid,  also, 
as  it  is  usually  obtained,  is,  like  the  above-named  acids,a  hydracid^ 
composed  of  equal  volumes  of  cyanogen  and  hydrogen  gas : 
hence  Gay  Lu^sac  proposes  to  name  it  hydrocyanic  acid*. 

Hydrocyanic  Acid. — From  a  partial  examination.  Gay  Lussac 
is  of  opinion  that  the  oxide9  act  upon  this  acid  in  the  state  of 
g&s  in  the  following  manner.  Those  in  which  the  oxygen  is 
strongly  condensea  disenga^  hydrogen,  and  form  cyanures  of 
the  oxide ;  but  those  in  which  it  is  feebly  condensed,  scarcely 

*  According  to  M.  Porret's  table^  1  atom  of  prussic  add  is  com-^ 
posed  of  1  ato.*.  of  azote^  2  atoms  of  carbon,  and  S  «f  hydrogea;  or 
100  parts  consist  of  azote  4fO*7^  carbon  34*8,  and  hydroged  M*5» 
PhiL  Trans.  1815,  Part  u.  p.  %50. 


act  ^ppn  it.  The'  bydrueyaiiates  are  i^enima^ed  by  the 
ir^akeit  acids,  tnul  bear  some  ajiaiogy  to  the  liydrosiufates^ 
Whe&per'ectly  dry,  ll.ey  arc  not  dcc*oinpofted  even  in  a  high 
leaiperature ;  but  when  m  o(>uutot  1^  ith  air  or  moisture,  they 
•DOB  chani^e  mco  carbonates  of  the  oxides. 

Chlara^anir  Jeid.-^-^Gky  Liu^sac  thu8  name^  tlie  oxy-prosai^ 
acid  of  Benbollet ;  and  has  ascertained  that  it  is  eomposeci  of  ecj^ual 
wlumes  of  chlorine  and  of  cnpnagin.  He  procurecl  it  b^  passing 
9  eurreilt  of  chlorina  into  a  solution  of  hydrocyanic  acidly  untu 
diat  aeid  acquired  the  power  of  (destroying  the  colour  of  a  scJu-* 
turn  of  indigo  in  sulphuric  acid.  Any  excess  of  chlorine  waa 
fcparatod  by  agilating  with  mercury,  and  afterwards  distilling 
irtth  a  moderate  heat* 

Thia  acid  is  colourless,  and  its  odour  so  sharp  that  it  strongly 
irritates  tbepitukarymeinlirane,  and  ooca»ons  tears.  Itreddena 
fitous  pspcr^  ia  not  inflamucAbl«^  and  dots  not  detonate  when 
Inixed  with  twice  its  bulk  of  oxygen  or  hydrogen.  Its  specific 
girairity  is  S'lll.  Its  aqueous^  solution  does  not  precipitate 
nitrate  of  silver,  nor  baryicv  water :  the  alkalies  absorb  it  ra» 
pidly,  but  a  great  elceas  is  requisite  to  destroy  the  odour.  The 
addition  of  an  aciJ  eooverts  the  chlorocyanic  acid  into  carbonic 
and  muriatic  acids ;  and  an  excess  ci'  hine  to  the  acid  solution 

fsengages  ammonia.    The  eleoients  of  di}or6-(;yani<5  acid  are^ 
volume  of  vapour  of  carbon,  \  a  volume  of  axote»  and  \  af 
volume  of  chlorine*. 

Borack  JLriJ.— Dr.  Holland^  in  a  visit  to  Lipari,  found 
Ytative  borai'ic  acid  in  couFiiderable  quantity  attaclieo  to  the  suU 
pbur,  in  the  form  of  a  winie  foutltery  covering*  which  is  depo* 
^te<l  from  sublimate  within  the  crater  of  tlie  voloano'f . 

BuUeric  i^ctV/.— This  appellation  has^  been  ^ven  by  CAc^ 
vreul  to  a  new  acid  obtained  oy  him  from  whey:^. 

Sorbic  -4ciW.— The  sour  juice  of  the  fruit  of  the  sorbus 
eucuparia  had  attracted  the  att^nticm  of  the  celebrated  Schedc^ 
who  pronounced  its  «'tf:id  to  be  the  mdlie,  Mr.  Donovan,  in 
S4)me  expcrimentK||  lately  made  upon  that  fruit,  found  Scheele^ 
observation  correct^  as  fur  as  it  relates  U>  tlie  gi^i>  &^it  of  the 
sorbus,  the  juice  of  v.hich  consisted  mostly  of  malic  acid  :  but 
there  was  besides  another  aeid  f<)rmation,  which  he  separated^ 
and  finding  it  to  be  a  new  «L'id>  named  it  so.  hic  acid. 

This  acid,  ^'  when  perfectly  pure,  is  a  transparent,  colour* 
less,  and  inodorous  fluid,  soluble  in  alcohol,  and  in  any  pro- 
portion of  water.^    It  forms,  by^eyaporation,  an  uncry staUiaabfo 

*  Amiules  de  Chimk,  torn.  xcv.  p.  SOO. 

f  HoUafuts:  Traveb  bUo  the  Ionian  Isks,  ^ 

}  Jiepmtory,  vol.  iv.  p.  S63.      \\  Phil.  Tram.  1815,  Part  ii,p.  231. 
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deliquescent  mass ;  and,  when  distilled,  gives  over  a  fluid 
whidi  afibrd  no  traces  of  acidity.  The  acidity  of  sorbic  arid, 
however,  is  so  extremely  sharp,  as  to  occasion  a  paini\d  sensa- 
tion on  the  palate.  It  is  not  decomposed  by  keeping ;  ar^d 
**  when  mixed  with  malic  acid,  as  in  fruits,  this  aqid  (the  malic) 
18  the  first  to  disappear,  while  the  other  retains  its  properties 
long  a^er  %he  commencement  of  decay  in  the  plant."  It  ap-- 
pears  to  be  intermediate  between  tlie  malic  rMd  the  oxalit^  acids : 
iind  is  never  found  in  mature  fruits  that  contain  any  other  than 
the  malic ;  but  in  combination  with  which,  it  is  found  in  apples, 
plums,  the  fruit  of  the  sorbus,  barberries,  and  sloes. 

Tartaric  Add, — M.  TromsdorflF  has  ascertained  that  this 
acid  unites  intimately  with  alcohol,  forming  a  viscid  matter 
Teserobling  malic  aeicl  in  its  aspect,  but  not  in  its  properties. 
By  boiling  this  substance  with  a  large  proportion  of  waten  the 
alcohol  evaporates  with  the  water,  and  the  tartaric  acid  crys- 
tallizes*. 

To  this  account  of  the  acids,  we  have  only  to  subjoin  th?. 
following  table,  shewing  the  results  of  some  new  experiments 
by  Berzelius,  undertaken  with-  the  view  of  determining  the 
composition  of  the  vegetable  acids  f. 

{Oxygen 66-211  or  in  volume  6 
Carbon 3S<m 4 
Hydrogen...  0-728 •. 1 

{Oxygen 59-882 6 
Carbon 36-16t 4 
Hydrogen...  3  751 5 

(Oxygen 60-818  — 8 

Saclactic  Acid  ...]  Carbon 34-it>4 6 

(Hydrogen...  5018 10 

(Oxygen 46734 3 
Caflx)n 46871  — 4  . 
Hydrogen ...  6- 1 95    '          (i 

!  Oxygen 48080 3 
Carbon 4()'^71 4 
Hydrogen...  4520  4 

J  Oxygen 55072 3 
Carbon 41-290 3 
Hydrogen...  3  634 3 

!  Oxygen 20000 3 
Carbon 27  740- 15 
Hydn)gen.  .  5*-«'0                     ■    12 


*  Jimrnai  de  thainuicu,   No.    ^.  ^i.  zh 

t  Schweigger,  Joamaljuf  Cheniie  und  Pkifsik,  x*  ii.  p.  246, 

VOL,  v.— NO.  25.  X 
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,  No  part  of  Chemistry  is  more  interesting,  althowgli  none 
presents  greater  difficulties  in  obtaining  accurate  results,  than 
the  Anaiysb  of  Minebal  Waters.  The  only  important  in- 
yestigation  of  this  nature,  >vithin  the  period  to  which  our  no* 
tioes  are  limited,  is  the  analysis  of  the  Dunblane  and  Pitcaitblj 
spring  by  Dr.  John  Murray*,  The  correctness  of  the  results 
are  obvious ;  but  tlus  analysis  excites  peculiar  interest^  inas« 
much  as  Dr.  Murray  has  succeeded  in  establishing  the  princi- 
ple, that  when  sulphate  of  lime  is  found  in  waters  containing 
muriates,  it  is  rather  to  be  regarded  as  a  product  of  the  opera- 
tion than  an  original  ingredient.  In  the  Dunblane  water,  for 
instance,  in  which  the  ingredients  are  muriate  of  soda,  muriate 
of  lime,  and  sulphate  of  lime,  agreeably  to  the  analysis,  it  is 
probable  that  ^^  the  sulphuric  acid  may  exist  rather  in  the  state 
of  sulphate  of  soda,  ana  when  in  the  proj^ress  of  the  evapora^ 
tion  tne  liquor  becomes  concentrated,  this  salt  may  act  on  a 
portion  of  the  muriate  of  lime,  and  by  mutual  decomposition 
formcorresponditig  portions  of  muriate  of  soda  and  sulphate  o^ 
lime.*"  As  muriate  of  lime  is  a  very  active  remedy,  this  expla- 
nation enables  us^  to  ac^unt  more  readily  for  tne  efiicacy  of 
waters  which  contain  it,  than  if  we  admit  sulphate  of  lime  to  be 
actually  present. 

The  following  is  stated  by  Dr.  Murray  as  the  solid  com« 
ponents  in  a  pint  of  the  water  of  each  of  the  Dunblane  springs. 
North  Spring.  South  Spring. 

Muriate  of  soda...  24  graim  Muriate  of  soda.. .23*5  grains 

Muriate  of  lime...  18  Muriate  of  lime...  10 

Sulphate  of  lime...       3*5  Sulpliate  of  lime...  2*3 

Caruonate  of  lime.      0*5  Caruonateoflime.  0*3 

Oxide  of  ifx>n 0-17  Oxide  of  iron.......  0*15 


4017  41-25 

The  same  quantity  of  the  Pitcaithly  water  yields,  inde- 
pendent of  0*5  cubic  inch  of  atmospheric  air  and  1  cubic  inch 
of  carbonic  acid  gas  which  it  also  contains. 

Muriate  of  soda 13'6 

Muriate  of  lime 19'6 

Sulphate  of  lime 0*9 

Carbonate  of  lime 0*3 


34-3 


-  *  Analysis  of  the  Mineral  Waters  of-  Dunblane  and  Pitcaithly; 
with  General  Observations  on  the  Analysis  o£  Mineral  Waters^  &c. 
ByJ.MuxTay,M.D.F.R.S.£.~2>aff«.  of  the  Roy.  Soc.  ofEiin.  1815^ 
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The  PHcaitfaly  waters  have  loUg  been  celebrated  as  a  saline 
purgative ;  and  the  Dunblane  springs  may  be  employed  for 
the  same  purpose.  Dr.  Murray  is  also  of  opinion,  that,  by 
diluting  tne  water  of  the  Dunblane  springs   with  a  requisite 

Erpportion  of  hoi  water,  so  as  to  avoid  the  operation  on  the 
Dwels,  a  stimulant  operation  on  the  stomach  and  general  sys- 
tem might  be  obtained  from  them,  similar  to  that  of  the  Bath 
waters. 

Vegetable  Chemistry  h«is  yet  all  the  charms  of  noTclty, 
and  we  regret  that  the  length  to  wiiich  the  chemical  portion  c^ 
our  Retrospect  lias  already  exteiid^^d,  prevents  us  from  giving 
little  iiiore  than  simple  notices  of  a  few  of  the  more  important 
improvements  in  this  department  of  the  science. 

S^gar  of  jStorcA.— *It  was  long  since  ascertained,  that 
the  proximate  products  of  vegetables  were  combinations. of  the 
same  ultimate  principles,  variously  modified  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  plants.  This  fact  had  iK^cn  demonstrated  hy 
analysis;  but  tlie  sj^nthetical  proof*  was  attempted  in  vaiii^ 
until  Kirchoff  made  known  his  incthod  of  converting  starch 
into  sugar.  This  discovery  naturally  excited  the  attention  of 
iJiemists;  and  various  tlieories  were  formed  to  explain  the 
hianner  in  which  the  sulphuric  acid  cyperates  in  producing  the 
change.  Professor  De  la  Rive  of  GeiK'va,  ascertained,  tliat 
the  sulphuric  acid  is  neitlier  decomposed  nor  united  with  the 
starch  a^i  a  constituent;  and  Vogel  suggested,  that  it  acts 
merely  by  uniting  together  a  portion  of  the  oxygen  and  hydro* 
gen  of  tiie  starch,  and  convcrtiiig  them  into  water.  To 
elucidate  tliese  points,  J/.  Theodore  de  Saussure  endeavoured 
to  determine  whct))er  the  sugar  formed  was  of  a  less  weight 
than  the  starch  from  which  it  was  produced  ;  ancf  the  result  of 
his  ex])eriments  demonstrated,  that  instead  of  any  tiling  being 
lost  by  the  starch,  100  parts  of  this  su})stance  yields  110'i4 
parts  of  sugar*.  That  none  of  this  increase,  however,  is  due 
to  the  sulphuric  add  employed  in  the  proce:5s,  was  satisfactorily 
proved  by  precipitating  it  from  the  filtered  liquid  employed  in 
Uie  pnx^ess  by  bar>'tes  water,  the  sulphate  of  barytcs  obtained 
being  equivalent  to  all  the  sulphuric  acid  employed ;  and  hence 
Uiis  chemist  concludes,  that  starch  sugar  is  nothing  else  than  a 

*  To  make  Uie  sugar,  he  boiled  400  grammes  of  distilled  water 
mix^d  wiiii  z'4  granmies  o£  siiiplmric  ucld^  and  added  to  il^  while 
biiiliu^,  ia  difTerent  portiaii:»,  100  grammes  of  starch,  previously 
mixed  widi  ^00  grauimes  of  wator^  constantly  stirring  the  mixture. 
After  tlie  solution  was  complete,  it  was  kept  for  42  hours  over  an 
argaiid  lamp,  in  a  heat  never  exceeding  l^f.  The  whole  was  then 
tiltered^  and  the  fluid,  being  freed  frotn  sulphuric  ucid  by  barytes 
water,  was  evaporated  to  the  consistency  at  a  tlilck  syrup,  and  Itft 
at  vesL     It  furnished  a  veliowish  su>^ar. 

m  2 
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oombination  of  starch  with  water  in  a  solid  state,  the  sulphuric 
acid  acting  no  other  part  in  the  process  **  than  to  promote  the 
fluidity  of  the  aqueous  solution  oi  starch,  and  thereby  facilitate 
its  combination  with  watei"*." 

The  analyas  of  sugar  of  starch  gave  the  following  results  i 

Carbon 37  291  r  Water 5844 

Oxygen S5  87  >•    or    <  Oxygen  in  excess...     4*«.6 

HycEogen...     6  84  J  (_ 

100 

The  sugar  of  grapes  is  composed  of  very  nearly  the  sam# 
proportions  of  ingredients ;  but  that  of  the  sugar-cane-and  the 
beet  differ,  by  containing  a  greater  proportion  of  carbon. 

Sugar  as  a  Chemical  Agent. ^-XogA^  with  many  other  che- 
mists, having  observed,  that  in  the  preparation  of  th^  unguent 
turn.  JEgvptiacum^  (linimentum  a^ruginis,  P.  L.)  the  mixture  be- 
comes brown  by  long  ebullition,  was  induced,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  the  cause  of  this  effect,  to  undertake  a  series  of 
experiments,  which  led  him  to  regard  sugar  as  (he  most  power- 
ful of  all  the  substniicos  whicli  are  capable  of  decomposing  the 
metallic  oxides  f.  The  following  are  tlie  conclusions  deduced 
from  the  results  of  his  (Experiments : 

1.  Sugar  decomposes  acetate  of  copper ;  the  acetic  acid  is 
disenc^ageil,  protoxide  of  copper  precipitated,  and  the  superna- 
tant liquid  is  a  solution  of  proto-acetate  of  copper.  2.  Sugar 
of  milk,  hoiiey,  uiauna,  'ind  the  other  species  of  sugar,  posses»^ 
in  a  certain  degree  this  decomposing  property.  3.  Gum 
arable  does  not  decompose  this  acetate  of  copper';  anid  the 
sweet  principle  of  *chcele  (le  principe  doux),  gelatin,  fat,  and 
wax,  clecoinpose  it  only  in  a  very  imperfect  manner.  4.  Sul- 
pliate  of  coj)per  is  decomposed  by  sugar,  but  instead  of  the 
'  protoxide,  metallic  copper  is  precipitated ;  all  the  other  spedea 
of  sugar,  including  mannn,  produce  nearly  the  same  effect.  5. 
Nitrate  and  murixitc  am  not  thrown  down  in  the  state  of 
protoxide  by  sugar;  l)ut  salts  are  formed  with  a  base  of 
protoxide.  6.  Salts,  the  metallic  bases  of  which  decompose 
water,  as  iron,  zinc,  tin,  and  manganese  are  not  decomposed  b^ 
sugar.  7'  Nitrate  of  mercury  is  reduced  by  sugar ;  calomel  is 
not  sensibly  altered,  but  corrosive  sublimate  is  brought  back  to 
the  state  of  calomel,  and  the  acetate  of  protoxide  of  mercury  is 

»l       I       I  I I  I  II  I  I  111  »  I        !»■     Il»ll  ■    -  ■    l«— — »»^— ^— » 

•  Annals  of  Philusophy,  vol.  vi.  p.  424,  into  which  Saussure's 
Pajjer  is  translate  J  from  Gilbeit's  Aunalcu.  vol.  xlix.  p.  129. 

t  Journal  Je  Pharmacie,  No.  vL  p.  241.  Vogers  Essay,  which 
was  read  at  the  Inxlitule  de  Fratice  on  the  2Srd  January  1815,  £• 
intitled,  "  De  la  force  decompomnie  du  priticipt  sucre  aur  let  sets  ei 
sur  les oxides meiaJliques" 
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reduced  to  proto-acetate  of  mercury  by  means  of  sug^.  8. 
Nitrate-  of  silver  and  muriate  of  gold  are  readily  decomposed 
by  sugar.  9.  Peroxide  of  mercury  is  reduced  to  the  state  of 
protoxide  by  sugar  and  manna.  10.  The  oxides  of  lead  are 
very  scduble  in  a  solution  of  sugar  and  of  manna;  but  sugar, 
and  suuar  of  milk  in  combining  with  them,  form  compounds 
ivhoUy  msoiuble  in  water.  11.  Sugar  partially  deoxidizes  the 
brown  oxide  of  lead ;  and  oil  of  turpentine  ^rms  a  diemical 
combination  with  oxide  of  lead.  12.  It  is  probable,  that  in  all 
these  de-oxidations  water  is  formed  by  tae  hydrogen  of  tlie 
sugar  uniting  with  the  oxygen  of  the  metallic  oxide,  if  we 
advert  to  the  analogy  of  the  action  of  the  volatile  oils  upon  the 
oxides. 

/aidiii.— IVf .  H.  Gaultier  de  Claubry  has  examined  with 
care  the  principle  found  in  the  inula  helentum^  first  noticed  by 
Rose,  and  named  inulin  by  Dr.  Thomson.  The  characteristic 
distinctions  between  it  and  starch,  are  clearly  pointed  out ;  and 
the  conclufflon  is  drawn,  that  it  ^^  is  a  peculiar  substance,  di£- 
iering  from  every  other  known  vegetable  substance,  and  which 
ought,  to  be  classed  among  the  proximate  principles  of  ve« 
feubles*." 

CVwK/cAoiec.— This  vegetable  product,  well-known  under 
tlie  name  of  gum  elastic,  has  Iteen  discovered  by  Dr,  John  as  a 
component  in  the  milky  juice  of  several  European  plants. 

1.  Leontedon  taraxkunu  The  components  of  tne  juice  of 
this  plant  are  water,  caoutchouc,  bitter  extractive^  a  sweet  sub* 
stance,  a  trace  of  resin,  a  trace  of  gum,  an  acid,  muriate,  phos- 
phate, and  sulptiate  of  lime,  and  an  alkalL 

2.  Lactuca  uatica.  The  constituents  of  the  juioe  of  this 
plant  resemble  that  of  the  former ;  but  it  is  probable,  from  its 
soporific  powers,  that  it  also  contains  a  narcotic  principle  similar 
to  tluit  wnich  exists  in  opium. 

S.  Ficus  cariea.  The  twig§  of  the  fig-tree  yield  a  milky 
juice,  which,  when  dried,  has  the  consistence  and  lusti'e  of 
wax.  Tlie  constituents  are,  caoutchouc ;  resin,  soluble  only  in 
boiling  alcoliol ;  a  trace  of  extractive,  soluble  in  water ;  salts. 

4.  Platinus  occidtntalis.  The  milky  juice  of  the  bark  and 
wood  of  the  plane  tree,  when  young,  contains  water ;  resin, 
^luble  in  boiling  alcohol  only ;  caoutchouc ;  a  very  small 
quantity  of  gunuiiy  matter ;  phosphoric  acid ;  salts. 

RooU  of  Curcuma.'^  Vogel  and  Pdktier  have  subjected 
these  roots  to  a  chemical  examination,  and  obtained  the  iollow- 
ing  rchults : 

1.  A  ligneous  matter.  2.  An  amylaceous  fecula.  3.  A 
peculiar  yeliow  colouring  matter.    4.  A  brown  cok>uring  mat* 

»     ^^"  ■■■■■■!  I  ■■■■■—■■■■■  ■  ,    ■■  I  la^    ■  p  ■■■    Miwwmm      p  >  mm^^m^^^ 

I 

*  Repoiiiory,  yoL  iv.  p.  140. 
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ter^  analogous  to  that  of  many  extracts.    5.  A  small  portion 
of  gum.    64  An  odorous,  very  acrid,  volatile  oil.    7.  A  small . 
quantity  of  muriate  of  lime. 

Animal  Chbmisty  has  lately  excited  much  of  the  attention 
of  chemists.  Its  importance  in  physiology  and  jpatholojgy^Biust 
always  obtain  for  it  a  permanent  interest  with  the  medical  phi* 
losopher. 

ra^— J/.  Ckevreul  has  continued  his  investigation  into 
the  chemical  nature  offai  bodies^  and  their  combinations  with  o/- 
icMlies  and  other  salifiable  basesy  in  a  fourth*  and  a  ftfth*!-  memoir. 
It  is  remarkable,  he  observes,  that  magnesia,  which  so  closely 
resembles  the  alkalies  in  other  respects,  does  not  convert  fat  or 
lard  into  soap,  although  it  has  a  certain  affinity  for  that  sub- 
stance, and  unites  with  it,  forming  a  homogeneous  substance. 
From  the  results  of  his  experiments,  he  conceives  the  salifiable 
bases  may  be  arranged  into  three  classes,  according  to  the  man* 
ner  in  which  they  act  upon  lard :  1.  those,  the  alkaKnity  of 
which  is  powerful  enough  to  convert  lard  into  oily  adds  ;  2. 
those  which,  like  magnesia,  unite  with  it  without  changing  its 
nature ;  3.  those  which  do  not  contract  any  chemicaT  union, 
with  it,  bu(  form  a  mixture,  separating  again  when  put  into 
binling  water. 

Adipocire.'^The  fifth  memoir  of  Chevreul  treats  of  the 
substance  named  adipocire,  of  wiiich  the  crystallizable  part  of 
biliary  calculi,  spermaceti,  and  one.porUon  of  the  fatty  sul> 
stance  into  which  dead  bodies,  under  certain  circumstance  are 
converted,  have  been  regarded  as  varieties.  Chcvreurs  expe^ 
riments,  however,  demonsti^ate  that  that  opinion  is  incorrect. 

He  regards  adipocire  as  characterised,  1.  by  its  entire  so- 
lubility  in  boiling  alcohol,  in  all  proportions ;  2.  by  that  solu- 
tion reddening  ntmus;  and,  3.  by  its  uniting  readily  with 
potass,  not  omy  without  losing  any  of  its  weight,  but  without 
Its  fusibility  and  other  properties  being  changed.  Thence,  he 
concludes,  that  biliary  calculi  and  sjiermaceti  may  be  actually 
fegarded  as  immediate  simple  principles ;  but  adipocire,  pnv 

Srly  8<>  called,  is  the  result  of  tJie  combination  of  two  different 
i  bodies,  one  of  which  is  allied  to  margarinej,  and  the  other  to 
fluid  fat.  Such  being  the  case,  the  K>llowing  are  the  distin- 
guishing cliaracteristics  of  tliese  substances :— -The  fusion  of 
biHary  calculi  requires  a  temperature  of  IST*"  ccntig.  whilst 
spermaceti  melts  at  44*68.  As  ti>  tlie  fusion  of  the  adipocire 
f>f  carcases,  it  varies  from  44  to  46,  according  to  the  propor* 
tions  of  its  constituents.  One  hundred  parts  of  boiling  alcohol 
dissolve  16  of  biliary  calculus ;  6*9  of  spermaceti ;  and  adi- 
'  tire  in  every  proportion.    Five  parts  of  potass  boiled  on 


^  Jnaala  ia  Chinde,  torn.  xciv.  p.  226.    '  t  Ibid.  xcv.  p.  5w 
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/one  of  biliary  calculus  for  five  days,  does  not  saponify  it ':  and 
18  parts  f^  ttie  same  alkali  boiled  in  30  of  spermaceti  for  five 
days  changes  it  completely  into  soap :  whilst  adipocire,  as  al- 
ready stated,  unites  readily  with  the  alkali  in  all  proportions. 

if,  BracoriHot  has,  also,  lately  examined  the  nature  of  fatty 
bodies,  both  animal  and  vegetable ;  and  ascertained  that  all  of 
them  are  composed  of  two  distinct  substances ;  1.  a  liquid  oil ; 
and,  •2.  a  solid  substance,  resembling  wax  or  pure  suet;^  or 
rather,  the  wax  of  the  myrica  ctrifera*. 

"  BiHary  Calculi, — Chevreul,  in  examining  these  bodies,  with 
the  vifw  of  asceriaining  the  nature  of  the  crystallized  matter 
they  ron tain,  discovered  a  minute  portion  of  silex  and  of  iroiv 
in  those  emj)ioyed  in  his  experimentsf.  In  some  of  an  uncom* 
mon  species  exarriined  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Thomson,  an  exterior 
crust  with  whioh  they  were  covered  consisted  chiefly  of  car&o- 
naif  rf  lime,  a  fact  perl'ectly  new  in  the  history  of  these  concre- 
tion^ij;.  Indeed,  although  carbonate  of  lime  has  been  found 
in  expectorated  concretions,  and  in  some  generated  in  diseaiscd 
glands,  yet,  i'  has  been  very  rarely  detected  as  a  constituent  of 
those  formed  in  any  of  the  natural  cavities.  Dr.  John,  how« 
ever,  oi. served  it  in  a  concretion  taken  from  the  uterus §. 

Saliva. — Dr.  Thomson,  having  lately  had  an  opportunity 
of  exaiuming  tliis  fluid  excreted  during  a  mercunai  course, 
thus  describes  it.  Its  specific  gravity  at  60*  was  1*0036.  It 
was  so  ropy  as  to  be  drawn  into  threads,  but  was  not  adhesive*  ' 
Prussiate  of  jpotass  and  infusion  of  galls  produced  no  change  on 
it :  nitrate  or  lead  and  nitrate  of  mercury  threw  down  copious 
precipitates.  10.50  grains  evaporated  to  dryness  lefl  a  resdduf 
of  7*£y  which  consisted  of 

Coagulated  albumen^ 2'TO 

Mucus  (with  a  little  albumen)  ...  3'HS 
Common  salt % 0*95 


750 II 
/      t/rea.— Mr.  Rose  had  rendered  it  extremely  probable  that 
the  urine  of  patients  labouring  under  hepatitis  contains  no  urea*; 
and  he  pr  posed  it  as  a  query,  whether  this  deficiency  might 
Hot  ^*  be  a  diagnostic  mark  between  hydrocephalus  idiopathicus^ 


*  dnnaks  de  Chitnie,  torn.  xdii.  p.  225*     For  a  translation  of  HA 
interesting  paper^  vide  Reposiiaiy,  voL  iv.  p.  24?,  S35,  4  J  9. 

f  Jnnales  de  Ckimie,  torn.  xcv.  p.  9.     X  Reposttory,  vol.  iv.  p.  467. 

}  Annds  of  PhOosopky,  voL  vi.  p.  397. 

II  Ibid.  voL  T.  p.  4£4.  *  Ibid.  voL  vi.  p.  S97« 
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and  hydrocephalus  from  altered  fuvdion  of  the  liver  ?  Mn 
Ko6e^s  difiooTery  has  since  been  confirmed  by  Dr.  Henry,  of 
Manchester,  who  ascertained  the  fact  by  the  examination  of  the 
urine  of  a  female  labouring  under  chronic  hepatitis*. 

Uric  Acid  has  been  found  in  the  excrements  of  carnivorous 
birds ;  but  in  no  instance  has  it  been  found  in  ^ch  a  large  quan- 
tity as  in  the  excrement  of  a  boa  constrictor^  analyzed  by  Dr. 
Prout  100  parts  of  these  excrements  contained  90-16  olFurie 
acid;  but  as  the  animal  is  kept  confined,  and  in  an  unnatural, 
state,  this  extraordinary  quantity  may,  as  Dr.  Prout  has  sug* 
gested,  arise  from  diseased. 

The  same  industrious  Experimentalist  has  also  published 
his  examinations  of  the  litfuor  amnii  of  a  cow,  and  the  colouring 
matter^  or  ink,  ejected  by  the  cuttle  fish. 

1000  parts  of  the  liquor  amnii  contained,  of  water  977  parts, 
albumen  2*6,  substances  soluble  in  alcohol  16*6,  substances  so- 
luble in  water,  chiefly  sulphate  of  soda,  and  other  salts ;  also 
stigar  of  milk  3*8  parts. 

100  parts  of  the  cuttle  fish  ink  contained,  of  a  peculiar 
black  colouring  matter  78-00,  carbonate  of  lime  10*40,  car- 
bonate of  magnesia  7-00,  muriate  of  soda  and  sulphate  of  soda 
8'16,  animal  matter  analogous  to  mucus  0-84,  loss  1-60. 

ElefJianCa  Tooth, — Dr.  John,  having  examined  the  fossile 

Sinder  of  a  Siberian  elephant,  found  that  it  was  composed  of 
ree  distinct  substances,  the  exterior  of  which  only  was  com- 
pletely petrified.     He  ascertained  its  constituents  to  be  phos 
phate  ollime,  phosphkte  of  magnesia,  and  fluate  of  lime  ^. 

Such  is  the  sketch  of  the  advancement  of  Chemical  Sciencer 
we  have  to  present  to  our  readers.  Among  the  works,  pro- 
fessedly on  this  science,  lately  published,  we  think  it  requisite 


•  Annah  of  Philosophy^  vol.  vi.  p.  S92.  Urea  is  discovered  by 
adding  to  the  urine  ccndensed  a  solution  of  muriate  of  lime^  anc], 
if  a  precipitate  subside^  then  dropping  uito  the  liquid  a  little  muriatic 
acid,  a  brisk  effervescence  taking  place  when  the  acid  comes  in  con- 
tact with  the  precipitate  is  decisive  of  the  presence  of  urea  in  tlie 
tuine. 

t  Ihid.  vol.  V.  p.  413.  This  animal  is  exhibited  near  Exeter 
Change^  and  is  fed  once  a  month  only,  when  it  devours  a  rabbit,  or 
sometimes  two  small  ones.  The  excrements  are  voided  at  periods 
of  about  eight  or  ten  days,  in  a  softibh  state ;  bat  become  hard  and 
friable  on  exposure  to  the  air. 

X  Memoires  de  la  Society  Imptriale  des  Naiuralistes  de  Moscou, 
Una,  iii.  p.  22Q* 
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to  notice  only  Mr.  Parks^  ^bemical  Essays*,  Aiken^s  Appeodoe 
to  Ills  Dictionary,,  and  a  xiew  editioa  of  Dr.  Honry^s  Eleio^U 
of  Chenaistryj*. 

l^ATUKAL  HISTORY. 

M.  MoDtegre  has  lately  elucidated  the  natural  history  <(f 
€he  earth-worm,  (Immbritnt  terrtitrrs).  He  has-  demonstiMrted 
that  there  exist  no  eKterior  organs  of  generation  in  worms; 
but  that  m  the  act  i>rc0|>ulation  these  animals  apply  themselvefi 
lotorelly  to  each  other;  so'tliat  diat  part  of  the  upper  extr^ 
inity  ci  each  which  is  between  the  tdntn  and  fiileenui  rings  is 
Applied  t»  the  cinotare^  of  the  other ;  the  medium  of  union 
faem^  small  papillae,  which  act  like  suckers.  •  In  diis  state  they 
ranam  fdr  hours,  a  slight  vtbrntory  motiain  only  bein^  obvious. 
M.  Cuvier  ima^nes  that  the  union  of  these  aniinals  is  intended  . 
merely'  to  pfoouoe  in  them  a  state  of  orgasm  in  whieh  ca^h^  inL 
dividual  fecondates  ttseif§.  f 

M.  MdMtegre  has  abo  asoeitaified  that  earthwworms  ar# 
ovo-rivipanxis.  The  cenerative  organs  consist  of  white  bodies 
ranged  on  each  side  of  the  oesophaguis,  in  wjiicli  the  ^;s  9M 
formed  and  the  fbetutes  first  develo(ied.  In  the  larger  c^i 
found  there,  a  black  spot  was  perceptible,  which  appeared  tcvte 
die  first  evolution  of  tne  foetus.  In  all  the  worms  ne  examined^ 
about  the  beginning  of  Au^st,  he  observed  k  great  number  of 
sfigSi  and  some  foetuses,  m  a  reservoir  wfait*h  id  skuoted  near 
the  lower «xtMnitTy  and  opens' near  the  anut*;^  but  after  August 
the  white  bodies  above  described  waste  away^  and  thtf  cincturtf 
disappeal^  .  -«        ^  .  ' 

No  doubts  had  h)therto  arisen  r^o^ardii^.  Ch^  dislinetionf  of 
iCBoes  in  the  kmprty,  those  that  wene  fbli  «f  ova  h«f  ing  ahmys 
been  regarded  as  females,  and  those  which  appearM  to  have  nd 
ov»  as  males.  Sir  Everard  Home  has  satisfactorily  proved 
that  this  ojMnion  is  erroneous,  and  that  the  lamprey,  as  weU«l 
tiie  m)rxine,  is  an  hermaphrodite  animolj].    All  of  them  have  anr 

ovarium ;  on  each  side  of  which,  at  the  oommenoemeni  of  thd 

■  -  ■ ..— . ■  —  ■-■■■■^       -■■-  .^ — »^^-     . .    .-      .    -  J  ij^ 

•  Chemical  Essays,  principally  relating  to  the  arts  and  maniu 
factures  of  the  BritisSi  Dominions.  By  Samuel  Parks,  t*.L-S.  5  vols* 
I2mo.     London^  1815.     Baldwin.  '  '.;  ' 

t  Elements  ^  CJiemisin/,  by  W.  Henry,  M.D.  New  edition* 
Bvo.'2vols.    London,  1816.    Baldwin, 

X  This  is  an  enlargmeiit  of  the  body  of  every  worm,  apparent 
at  certain  periods  only,  between  the  32d  and  37th  rings ;  it  was  de-» 
nominatea  6d/  or  cUtellum  by  Willis. 

§  Rapport  fail  d  la  Premiere  Classe  de  VInsiilule,  par  3/,  il,  J^ 
Lamarck  et  Cuvier^sitr  ua  Mhnoire  de  M.  dt  IfaUegre,  4^. 

II  PkiL  Trans.  1815.     Paxt  ii.  p.  265. 

VOL,  v.— xo.  2&  F 
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lireeding  seadoi^  «  glatidnlar  body  projecting  into  the  belly  \i 
pareptible.  W)ien  the  cMi  are  very  mnall^  Uiese  bodies,  and  il 
idack  substance  upon  which  they  lie,  appear  to  form  one  mass  % 
but  $B  the  ova  increase  in  size^  '^  these  glandular  bodies  become 
Jarger,  ibbre  tuq^^  and  have  a  distinct  Kne  of  separation  be- 
tween them  and  the  thick  aubstttnce  bdind  i ,  their  structure  is 
snore  devdoped,  beii^  evidendy  composed  of  tubulin  running 
in  a  transverse  direction,  and  the  du^  leading  ffom  them  a^e 
thicker  in  their  coats  and  larger  in  ttze.^  Whto  the  ova  are  of 
m  full  size,  the  tubular  structure  increases  iki  l»«adth>  and  the 
fluid  in  the  ducts  faeoolnes  nipy,or  rather  it  ooliisists  of  a  trans^ 
parent  fluid  fuU  of  small  gkioules. 

^  The  o^a  do  not  pass  out  at  an  eiccretory  duct  as  in  fishes^ 
butdrop  from  the  cells  in  the  ovarium  in  Which  they  are  formed 
anito  the  cavity  of  the  abdomeiH  and  escape  by  two  small  aper^ 
tures  at'  the  lower  part  of  that  cavi^  into  a  tube  common  to 
then  and  to  the  semen,  in  which  tbct^  Are  i'mpremated.^ 

Jbf.  Duiroohet^  known  for  some  interesting  observaticms  on 
4be  eag  of  the,  vipei^  in  pursuing  his  inquiries,  asserts^  that  in 
the  mg^  and  this  claA  of  animals  in  genera^  the  egg  is  a 
^eHusi  the  emuluH/ie  matter  of  which  is  contained  in  the  intes^ 
line  itself  whksh^  at  first  globular^  is  elongated  by  degrees  in 
'«  ^nal  tuhc^«uch  as  we  see  in  the  tadpole.  The  tadpole,  he 
also  iMSerts^  does  not  throw  off  its  skin  in  order  to  undeigo  a 
metansorphosis;  but^  that  the  anterior  feet  pierce  the  skin,  thai 
the  jaws  tear  it,  and  the  cpenin|gs  cicatrize*. 

M.  Hubtr  has  published  a  second  volume  of  his  Obsernu 
lions  te  Bees  (NwtveUes  Obaervaiions  9ur  let  AbnUes)^  a  work 
whieh  we  diink  profier  to  notice ;  for^  altfioujs^,  it  appeared  m 
Paris  IB  1814^  yet,  it  is  scarcely  known  in  this  country. 

AL  Huber  has  <Ustinctly  proVed  that  wax  is  a  secretion  c£ 
the  i  bee^  j^mduced  in  distinct  receptacles  under  dy^  abdoftiinsl 
scales.  This  sedr«ftion  is  procured  only  when  the  bee  feeds  on 
honey  or  aynsp;^  and  altm>^h  it  is  ptodueed  by  all  the  worl^i 
ing  bees,  yet  one  set  of  them  secrete  it  in  greater  quantity,  and 
conseouently  devour  much  more  hc^ey  than  another  set,  who 
aouxeiy  form  any  w^,  and  eat  only  honey  enough  for  their 
own  nourishment :  the  former  are  employed  in  building  di^ 
oelk,  the  latter  in  filling  them  with  honey.  The  pollen  cf 
flowers,  which  was  erronebusly  supposed  to  yield  the  wax,  is 
^Uectcni  for  the  purpcM  of  feeding  tne  larvae.        ^  . 

It  is  proved,  oy  dissection,  tfiat  all  the  working  bees  ut 
females;  ovaria,  analogous  to  that  of  the  queni-bee,  only  desti* 
tute  of  ova,  being  found  in  tUcm.     The  respiration  of  the  be6 


•  Jmials  ^  PhUoiopfy,  vol  vif^  fiS& 
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tit  pafdnned  by  means  of  stigmata  opemng  cm  the  corselet  ^ 
ana,  |m  in  all  other  animals,  the  preaenoe  of  oxygen  is  necessairy 
lor  carrying  <m  this  jMropess,  it  is  requisite  constantly  to  renew* 
the  air  of  iiniye»  As  there  is  ixily  one  apertuie,  this  is  aocom'^ 
plished  by  bees  ranged  in  lines  at  the  bottom  of  the  hive,  who 
perform  a  ecmtinura  modoii  of  the  wings,  prc¥lucipg  an  effect 
fimilar  to  a  ventilator*.  With  regard  to  the  sen^s,  bees  po»% 
sess  acutely  those  of  sig^t,  feeling,  i^nd  smelt ;  hy  the  latter  <^ 
which  they  are  g^id^  in  finding  their  honey*  They  shew  at 
great  antipathy  to  camjAor,  turpentine,  and  4pme  chemical 
agents;  but  appear  indifferent  to  some  of  theodloiirs  which, 
are  most  ofiensi ve  to  mankind.  They  appear  to  be  little  affected 
by  sound ;  but,  of  all  their  oigans,  M.  Hub@r  thinks  thij^t  dl 
taste  is  least  developed.  Much  of  the  instinct  which  bees  appear 
to  possess,  particolariy  the  knowledge  of  their  aueeo,  and  their 
communications  with  her,  depend  on  the  senseot  feeling  through 
the  antennae;  and  when  these  are  cut  awi^,  the  b^  seems  to 
lose  its  instinct,  de«sts  from  labour,  remains  %%  the  bott^n^  g£ 
the  hive,  and  socm  quits  it  altogether. 

We  regret  exceedingly  Uiat  our  limits  do  not  pemut  us  to 
extract  the  entire  description  of  the  method  in  wluch  t\ke  geo* 
metrical  form  of  the  cells  is  produced,  for  it  does  nqt  adqut  of 
idiridgment ;  but  we  may  observe  thi^  the  gloss  .which*  covers 
them,  and  t^  cement  which  unites  their  wfills  ^zeth^  and  t«i 
the  bottomsy'is  of  the  samf  chemical  nature  us  ^^  propolis  or 
aubstance  with  which  the  hivp  is  lined.  Huber  says  it  is  i|  gum 
resin,  apd  of  v^netable  orij^.  Upon  the  whole,  this  work  dis* 
plays  a  talent  for  obs^rvatipn  and  pati^t  iivrestigiuion  V^^y 
possessed ;  and  the  true  explanation  it  has  ajflTord^  pf  many 
<if  the  hitherto  mysterious  functiops  of  bees,  proves  that  the 
more  mipptely  the  operations  of  Nplpre  are  inspected,  the  less 
we  are  disposed  to  admit  the  influence  of  instinct ;  yet  the  more 
t^e  feel  awed  in  adipiring  tne  boundless  fullness  of  Omni* 
potent  wisdom. 

B0Ti6nr, 

Although  in  Great  Britain  very  little  has  been  neocmiplished 
fai  this  department  of  Science,  yet  it  has  attracted  particular 
attention  on  the  Continent,  Much  of  this  taste  for  botanical 
studies,  particularly  in  France,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  exer* 


•m^mi'mm^ 


*  To  ascertain  whether  the  cause  was  adequate  to  the  effect^  M» 
Huber  found  that  a  lig^ited  taper^  intnxhieed  into  a  glass  cylinder 
fllbsad  at  hptb  ends,  Cfontiniied  to  bum  whil#  the  cylinder  was  vcn« 
tilated  through  an  aperture  in  the  bottom,  bv  means  of  an  artificial 
viptpa^r  condsting  of  a  very  small  windmill  of  tin,  with  eighteen 
ftaes ;  but  |t  went  ou(  when  the  ventilator  ^as  not  worked. 


Isofis  ofMi^bel,  ^tk  Thduars,  B^auvois,  Thfi^baut  de  Berneft^oK 
ind  a  few  other  cdebntted  men  of  iTHlefatigable  industry  and 
ardent  enthunadm  ;  and  not  a  Bttle  to  the  itnportanoe  whicil 
Ae  Royal  Institute  of  France  has  bestowedonthe  papers  pr^^ 
aented  to  it  on  botanical  subjects. 

*Of  the  elementary  works  whic4i  have  appeared,  none,  sinefii 
ike  time  of  Lnmsms,  has  been  equal,  either  in  design  or  exe^ 
emion,  to  that  of  MirbePs  Ekmens  it  Pkyswlogie  VSgflalt  tt  ii 
Botanmu!^:  and>  as  the  nature  <^the  work  does  not  admit  of 
an  abri^;meni  within  our  limits,  we  shall  take  an  early  oppor«^ 
tunity  of  laying  before  our  readers  an  analysis  of  it:  we 
IriH  at  present  merely  mention  the  titles  of  its  rarious  dirisions. 
It  is  divided  iiito  two  parts:— !•.  The  Prtndpltfl  of  Vegetable 
Anatomy  and  PhysioloCT — V.  Elementary  Ideas  of  Botany. 

Th^  first  part  is  subdivided  into  ten  secftions ;  the  first  af 
which  treats  of  *^  the  fundamental  distinefions  between  the 
Objects  of  natural' history  ;'*  the  second,  "  of  the  organic  struc* 
ture  rf  vegetables  ;*•  the  third,  "  of  the  seed,  and  of  germina- 
tion ;"  the  fourth,  "  of  the  organs  of  preservation,  and  their 
fiinctions  ;*  the  fifth,  **of  the  chemical  composition  of  the  vege- 
taMe,  and  of  its  nutrition  C  the  sixth,  "  of  tlie  oigans  of  gene* 
ration,  and  their  functions;''  the  seventh, '^  of  fructification, 
Utid  cf  the  dissemination  of  the  seed  ;'*  the  eighth,  *'  of  the 
diseases  and  the  death  of  vegetables  i^  the  ninth,  "  of  the 
dryptogamia  and  agamia ;"  and  the  tenth,  ^'  of  some  general 
circumstances  connected  with  vegetation.'" 

The  second  part  is  also  subdivided  into  fimr  sections.  The 
Snt  is  intitled  "  Fundamental  Theory^  (lyivericfendantentak), 
and  treats  of  those  circumstances  which  enable  plants  to  be 
dassed  in  systematic  methods,  such  as  individual,  specific,  and 
generic  characters ;  and  of  the  principles  of  terminology:  tha 
second,  **  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  botany  ;"'  the  third,  "  of 
imetliodical  terminoloey  ;*"  and  the  fourth,  ^<  of  the  artificial  and 
natural  methods  of  classification.^ 

On  the  subject  of  phytology,  some  curious  observations 
have  been  pablisHcd,  in  confirmation  of  his  theory  of  vegetable 
philoBO|4iy,  by  M.  Pedt  Thouars.  These  are  contained  in  two 
diascfftalioiM,  om  on  the  sap,  and  the  other  ob  the  progress  of 
e  plant  ftem  the  ^tcd  to  the  temttsation  of  its  natuial  life, 
ttwer  the  whimsical  title  of  Hnioire  d'un  Mereeau  de  Soisf. 

Nothing  gives-more  dignity  and  importance  to  science  thaii 

*  Ekmens  de  P^siohfie  VigHaleetde  Boitmiqiie, p&r  C.  F.  Brk*^ 
$itm»MhM,  de  UnstUuie.    3  tcxm.  Paris,  1815. 

t  Hutoire  tun  Morceau  de  6ms,  prMdie  d'un  Euai  sur  la  Sit^i, 
%uf9r  Anberi  Albert  du  Peiii-  Thoii0t's,  9vo.  PuHs^  1 8lf . 
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trticn  tts  discoveries  tend  to  enlarge  the  means  <]f  exietmoe, 
imd'iicld  to  the  sum  of  our  social  comforts.  In  this  paoA  «r 
Tiqw,  we  mus^  notice  the  memoir  on  the  cultiration  of  th« 
dnhHaa*^  by  Thtebeut  de  Bemeaud.  This  genus,  dahlia,  be^ 
longs  to  the  class  synginena  of  Linnaeas,  and  the  naturtd  ordar 
corymbiferi  of  Jussieu.  The  jJants,  being  natives  <^  a  hot 
dimate,  are  naturally  fond  of  warmth ;  but  a  little  expenma^ 
has  proved,  that  tney  may  bo  naturahzed  to  tins  climale* 
Thcdr  roots,  which  are  fusirorm  and  give  out  tubercles,  requim 
•  dry,  warm,  and  light  sandy  soil ;  perilling,  wl^en  exppeed  t» 
too  much  humidity.  They  can  be  propagated,  like  the  pota^ 
toe,  both  by  their  roots  and  their  seeds,  as  well  as  by  slips  audi 
layers.  Tne  flower  is  highly  ornamental ;  but  they  are  not  H^ 
be  confiideied  merely  as  an  ad£tion  to  the  parterre ;  bu)  at  of 
public  impoitaiiGe  in  ail  economical  point  of  theirroots, 

i^hicb  contain  a  l^i^  quantity  of  saccharine  farinaceous  matter^ 
being  well  adapted  for  an  article  oi^diet;  and  etjual  in  this  respect 
to  thepotatoeand  the  Jerusalem  artichoke,  fhehanthuR  tuberosus^l 
When  roasted,  they  lose  an  eighth  part  or  their  bulk ;  the  skut 
is  easily  detached,  and  they  have  a  slightly  sweetish  tastew 
They  require  more  boiling  than  a  potatoe ;  but  thus  prepared^ 
Jose  none  of  their  bulk,  and  acmiire  a  flavour  not  unlike  tliat 
of  as{)ara^u&  The  stems  are  relished  by  cattle^  and  afford  ^ 
iiutritive  lodd  w. 

As  every  addition  to  the  quantity  of  food  is  a  public  benefit 
we  conceive  Jf.  de  Bemeaud  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  socictjr 
for  the  iaformation  contained  in  his  memoir. 

The  same  ingenious  botanist  has  suggested  an  idea  that  the 
<rambe  tartarica  is  the  cAonz  of  the  ancients,  the  roots  of  which 
preserved  the  army  of  Csesar  from  famine  under  the  walls  oi 
X>yrrachiumf. 


••♦* 


^  The  genus  dahlia  was  first  bron^t  to  Europe  flrom  Mexioa 
in  1790 ;  and  named  after  Andrew  Uahel,  a  Swedish  botanist;  by 
Cavanille^  the  celebrated  Spanish  botanist^  who  first  examined  ita 
characters.  It  was  introduced  into  Trance  by  Dr.  Thebaud  in  1 802  | 
pnd  within  these  few  yean,  fimiid  its  way  into  tiib  country,  where 
)t  is  now  by  no  means  uncomlnon.  The  roots  are  perennial ;  b«t' 
the  stem  are  annaal,  growing  to  a  oondderabb  height,  and  bearing 
f^i^gant  radiated  flewers,  which  make  their  appcaiwiea  towards  tha 

e»9e  of  autumn.  .  Two  distinet  spacies  only  of  the  genus  are  ytt 
own.  1.  Dahlia  Mfpfr/fao.  S.  Dahlia  fnulranea;  but  there  art 
man^  varieties  di  lliese  speoksw— •Vide  A^maire  mtr  la  euknre'dm 
iahaet,  ^mrkmnmageMoommi  armrncfU  desjandimB  el  ommu  phniee 
Ihgmmiquei,  par  Aisenne  Thiabaait  da  Bemeaud,  8vo.  p.  £€!»  Pariai 

ksis. 
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.  Althouj^  tJbe.genus  Cinckima  supplies  one  of  the  most  ii 
partant  articles  of  Materia  Medica,  very  little  is  vet  known  of* 
its  species,  or  even  of  those  which  are  uunposea  to  yield  the 
affidoai  barks.  It  has  been  sugoested  by  Aylmer  Bourke 
I^ambert,  Esq.  that  the  yellow  hiurk  of  tbe  shc^  ia.  obtained 
from  the  cuichona  hirsuta  of  the  Flora  Peruciana*^  We  will 
<ik)0e  this  part  of  our  subject  by  referring  to  Mr.  A.  T«  Thom- 
qcin^s  observations  on  the  iructi^cation  of  the  Asdepras  camoaOf, 
in-  which  the  same  common  refseptacle  bears  the  inflorescence  of 
several  successive  years  ;  so  that  from  being  at  first  flat,  it  g/tBr^ 
dually  acquires  a  corneal  form,  bearine  laterally  the  oiarks  of 
each  yearns  flowering.  It  is  yet  to  be  determined,  whether  thi» 
^ffixl  is  natural  to  this  plant,  or  merely  an  ^ort  of  Nature,^ 
inder  disadvantageous  ciicumstances,,  to  renew  the  species  f. 

MATEaiA  UEDICA  AKp  PHABMACT. 

Ik  this  country,  where  fortunately  new  remedies  are  lesa 
sought  after  than  Uie  knowledge  how  to  administer  with  advan^ 
lage  tliose  already  in  use  ;  ana  where  the  formation  of  a  correct 
diagnosis  is  regarded  as  more  valuable  than  the  possession  of  m 
thousand  nostrums,  it  is  not  surprizing  that  tne  additions  to. 
the  Materia  Mtdka  are  few,  and  ooeur  at  Icnig  intervals.  Qa 
ihe  iCoutinent  this  is  not  the  case ;  and,  thendore^  new  reme^ 
dies  are  more  frequently  brought  forward. 

J/o/amio.— 3/.  Cadtt  has  published  an  account  of  the 
Matambo  barky  which  has  been  recommended  as  a  tonic  99A 
£ebrifuge|.  As  the  tree  from  which  it  is  obtained  has  not  been 
examined  by  any  European  botanist,  the  place  in  the  Linnssaft 
system  to  which  the  malambo  belongs,  is  not  yet  ascertained  ; 
but  M.  Bonpland  suggests,  that  from  the  mttemess  of  the 
plant  it  is  probably  remted  to  the  genus  quassia  or  the  Bon* 
plandia  trijoliata  of  Wildenow.  It  is  a  native  of  CIiooo  and 
Antlochia,  in  New  Granada,  where  it  is  named  orM  it  agi^  oa 
ac6>unt  of  its  hot  and  bidng  taste. 

The  bark  is  of  a  reddish  ash  colour,  cov^^  with  a  toughr 


*  Armali  of  PkHatoph^,  voL  vi;  p.  455«  Mr.  Lambert  read  a 
paper  to  the  linnpean  Soaety^  on  Tuesday  the  Slst  of  November, 
dMcribing  a  considerable  number  of  specimens  of  dncbona,  five  of 
which  were  not  referable  to  any  known  species,  but  rapeared  to  be 
new.  These  specimens  were  given  to  Mr.  Lambert  by  Mr.  A.  T. 
Thomson,  who  is  in  possession  of  a  very  larcecollection  of  mpecimena 
nf  cinchona,  and  who  means  soon  to  publish  descriptiansof  any  new. 
ipedes  it  may  contain.  Mr.  Thomson  intends  at  the  same  time  to 
ascertain  accurately  the  officinal  qpecies,  by  comparing  the  descrip* 
lions  6f  authors  with  the  specimens  he  possesses. 

t  lUd.  Ic    t  Journal  dr  Phammck,  No.  1,  p.  StQ. 
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)|ight-gi«y  epidermis;  itr taste  is  very  bitter,  hot  and  pungent 
wid  remains  long  upon  the  p«late.  The  epidehni^  is  mo^ 
aromatic  dian  the  wood>  which  i^ain  is  more  bitter  than  the   ^ 

Spidennis.     When  dried,  it  is  easiTj  pulverized ;  but  the  po^« 
er,  on  exposure  to  the  air,  H^ns  together  into  little  masses. 

From  the  effects  of  re-agents  upon  its  infusbn,  decoction^ 
vxtract,  and  tincture,  the  malambo  bark  appears  to  contnin  ah 
^xtitetive  o^ouring  matter,  devoid  of  astnngency,  ttai  nearlj 
of  faittemesss  a  very  bitter  resin,  alniotintin?  m  quantity  almost 
to  the  fourth  of  the  weight  of  die  bark ;  and  «  volatite  aromatfe 
iviaciple.    It  coniains  neither  tannin  nor  gallic  acid.  * 

Tne  accounts  <of  the  medical  virtus  of  the  malctmio  bavk  arys 
nther  contradidory.  Bonphmd  asserts,  that  at  Santa  Fe  dit 
Bo^ta,  at  Fapavan  and  at  Quito,  it  was  not  regarded  as  po^ 
Bessmg  any  febrifuge  virtues;  but  was  found  to  be  a  usefiil 
tonic  m  dyspeptic  mections ;  whilst  M.  Zea  reports,  that  in  the 
province  of  Santa  Marta,  it  is  employed  for  the  cure  of  BpasmS|- 
mtermittcnts,  and  dysentery ;  and  at  the  Havannah,  had  been 
•aucoessfuUy  administered  in  tristmis,  a  complaint  to  which  thfe 
D^oes  are  subject, 

Caryophyllus  Ohmatiaa, — M.  TnAnsdorff  lias  lately  ex- 
amined the  nature  both  of  the  sflromatic  volatile  principle  and 
*  the  solid  part  of  the  dried  unopened  flower-buds  or  the  Eugenik 
-carytiphyaatA^  or  cloves,  -as  they  ^re  brought  to  Europe*. 

By  repeated  distillations  with  water,  1000  grjuns  of  clovcas 
^eld  more  than  one*tenth  of  their  weight  of  pure  volatile  o^ 
vhidi  i8«t  first  colourless,  Init  acquires  a  yellow  tiolour,  v^hen 
exposed  to  the  li^ht.  The  solid  part  freed  from  the  oil,  anA 
repeatedly  bcftkd  m  different  portions  of  water  un6l  the  fluid 
«iemained  colourless  and  insipid,  left  a  residue  which  weigheS  ' 
960  grains  of  a  brown  colour,  and  without  smell  or  taste,  and 
-which,  wheif  treated  with  alcohol,  afforded  60  grains  of  a  yel« 
low  resin.  What  lemained,  was  ligneous  matter.  The  waterjr 
decoctions  being  eH^aporated  to  eight  fluid  ounces,  deposited  40 
grains,  which  consi^edof  a  particular  «jrf  rac^tVe  matter  mixed 
with  a  little  lAitntn. 

'The  remaining  liquid,  evaporated  to  .the  conastence  Jot 
honey,  and  treated  with  alcohol,  vielded  a  portion  of  gum 
also  mixed  with  a  little  tannin ;  whilst  there  stul  renuuned  in 
Aohition  130  grains  of  solid  matter,  which,  on  examination^ 
proved  to  be  tannin,  differing  however  in  some  particulars  (torn 
the  tannin  of  gall*nuts. 

From  these  experiments  it  appears,  that  1000  parts  ct 
cloves  are  composed  of,  volatile  oil  180,  extractive,  scarcely  solu«* 
ble  40,  a  particular  species  of  tannin  130,  gum  130,  a  peculiar 
xesin  60,  vq;etable  fibre  280,  water  1 80. 

*  Jounnd  de  Pharmack,  No.  7,  p.  507. 
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Xt  improbable,  that  th^  whole  of  the  virtues  of  tbe  cloflte 
depend  on  the  volatile  oil ;  « i^k-h,  in  the  aqueous  infusiony  tlie 
form  generally  adopted  wheii  cloves  are  medicnnalij  exhibittdy 
is  held  in  solution  by  means  of  the  tannin  and  the  gum. 

Bhubark'-^jyT.  Nehmann,  a  Kussian  physician,  attached  la 
an  embassy  destined  for  Pekin  under  Count  Golowkln,  havin^^ 
remained  some  mouths  at  Kiaciita,  obtained  the  following  io- 
fcrmation  regarding  this  important  root*.  The  rhuliarb  fi'hich 
is  brought  to  Kiachta  for  Russia,  and  that  which  is  bought  hf 
the  English  at  Canton,  are  the  pnxluction  of  tlie  same  specaea 
of  planff- ;  but  the  best  pieces  only  are  selected  for  Kiachta, 
iriiust  duk  of  ever}'  quahty  finds  a  ready  market  at  Canton. 
Tbe  perforation  in  the  Russian  rhubarb  is  not  made  witli  the 
iriew  of  drying  the  roots  upon  lines,  or  on  the  iiorns  of  sheep, 
m  has  been  erroneously  stated ;  but  in  virtue  of  a  contraet 
lietween  the  rhubarb  merchants  and  the  Russian  Government^ 
by  wfaidi  the  agent  at  Kiachta  is  enabled  to  examine  the  in-  • 
tcrior  state  of  the  root.  The  Boucharian  rhubarb  merchants 
arrive  at  Kiachta  in  October ;  and  all  the  pieces  which  are  re- 
jected by  the  Russian  agent,  are  bumt  by  virtue  of  the  amtract 
with  Russia;  hence  the  best  only  arc  brought  to  thi^  depot  ^. 

The  chief  characteiistic  of  the  be^t  rhubarb,  besides 
aoEdity  and  weight,  is  a  peculiar  setting  on  edge  of  the  teeth  * 
(agacemmt)  on  chewing  it,  similar  to  that  produced  by  caL 
careous  sandy  {larticles.  This  effect  M.  Brenner  ascrilx^s  to  a 
species  of  selenite  found  in  the  pores  of  ttie  root.  The  oldest 
roots  are  the  deepest  coloured ;  but  Uttle  attention  is  paid  to 
coIcAnr. 

We  hove  already  noticed  the  cmplo3rmeht  wliich  the  Ru&< 
■ians  make  of  the  tar  of  the  I^tala  alba!^ ;  that  the  cactus 
vpuniia'^  has  been  extolled  by  Dr.  Brtnneckf  as  a  rul}efacicn4|| ; 
and  poto^MT  sulphurelum  successfully  admiiiistered^'by  Professor 
Serf  as^a  sedative  in  croup*.  Tlie  experiments  also  of  Dr. 
])igsby,  which  have  been  given  to  the  public  through  the 
JHqnuitorj^f  are  likely  to  fix  tlie  true  value  of  Humulus  luptthu 
as  a  narcotic ;  and  prove,  tliat  if  it  possess  any  anodyne  pro- 

*  M^tnmrcs  de  la  Soc,  Imp,  de  Moscov,  tome  ii.  p.  126. 

f  The  particular  species  has  not  yet  been  ascertained^  although 
liigh  bribes  have  been  offered  by  the  Itiissian  agent  to  the  Bou« 
charians  to  bring  seeds^  or  even  a  leaf  of  the  pl^oit.  It  is  named 
JDschttn^sa  in  Thibet ;  Schara-fnodoy  or  yellow  wood,  in  Mongolia ; 
and  Hauhoung  in  China. 

J  The  whole  quantity  received  at  Kiachta,  in  five  years  from 
1802,  was -477^  pouds  4  pounds ;  but,  af\er  being  again  picked  and 
sorted,  only  4632  pouds  1 8  pounds  were  transported  to  Petersburg. 

§    Repoatonff  voL  iv.  p.  S^.  {{  Ibid.  p.  141. 

•  Jbidi  p.  143.  *  Ibid.  p.  287, 
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pertiefl,  the  quandty  to  be  given  must  fSur  -exceed  what  has 
usually  been  regarded  as  ttie  dose  of  that  lemedj,  when  adi» 
ministered  in  the  form  of  extract  or  of  tincture. 

As  no  means  can  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  udulUnUion  of 
drugs,  and  our  senses  are  very  Adlacio^us  judges  of  their  purity ; 
the  discovery  of  certain  tests  by  which  we  may  ascertain  the 
purity  of  the  substances  employed  as  medicaments  is  a  point  of 
the  utmost  moment.  M,  Bwchob  asserts,  that  a  mixture  of 
four  parts  of  pure  alcohol  and  one  o£  rectified  ether  is  well 
adapted  for  discovering  the  falsifications  of  balsam  of  Cojnaival 
Tlus  balsam,  when  pure,  dissolves  wholly  in  the  above  mixture^ 
which  does  not  happen  when  it  is  adulterated  with  any  fat  oil^ 
or  with  mastic*. 

Catechu  i^  aometimes  adulterated  by  fecula;  Mr.  JL  A^ 
PlamJu  has  demonstrated  that  tliis  is  readily  discovered  bj 
dissolving  the  catechu  in  cold  water,  and  precipitating  by  a 
solution  of  i^nglass.  The  purity  of  the  cateichu  is  determined 
by  its  solubility  and  the  jgreater  weight  of  the  precipitate  when 
dried.  He  found  that  of  100  parts  of  goocf  Ben^  catechu^JSi 
dissolve  in  cold  water,  and  give  a  precipitate  with  solution  of 
isinglass,  which,  when  dried,  waghs  135  partsf. 

We  have  but  little  to  notice  in  pharmacy  since  our  last  Be* 
port ;  however  a  new  edition  of  the  London  Pharmacopcoa 
bas  made  its  appearance.  We  will  not  recapitulate  the  remarks 
we  have  already  made^  on  the  few  improvements  brought  for* 
wards  in  this  edidon,  and  the  errors  which  still  deform  it ;  but 
express  our  hope  that  a  national  pharmacopoeia  may  still  be  pn>» 
jected  and  executed  in  a  manner  beoomin^  the  hijB;fa  character 
of  the  British  Colleges  oS  Physicians.  The  profession  gene- 
rally should  be  invited  to  assist  in  this  ffreat  work;  and  when 
the  communications  and  opinions  6£  au  have  been  collected, 
cotmnissioiiers  should  l)e  elected  from  each  CoUege,  to  meet  in 
the  metropolis,  with  full  powers  to  avail  tliemselves  of  the  ta» 
lents  of  any  one,  however  unconnected  with  these  learned  bodies^ 
who  may  i>e  capable  of  aiding,  either  .by  &  practical  or  theoretical 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  the  perfecuon  of  the  design. 

In  one  department  of  pharmacy,  from  what  has  already 
been  done  by  Xf  r.  Battley,  we  anticipate  a  very  important  im- 
provement. The  specimens  of  dry  vegetable  powders  wluch 
tie  has  exhibited,  aud  the  extracts  produced  by  him,  are  of  a 
de:<cription  likely  to  insure  the  confidence  of  the  practitioner  in 
this  class  of  preparations  |j. 

•  Jimrmdde  Pharmacic,  No.  v.  p.  210.  +  Ibid.  p.  811. 

t  RcposHoiy,  voL  iv.  p.  125.  ||  For  a  detcriptiaii 

«f  Mr.  Battley's  method,  vide  Rrpokory,  voL  iv.  p.  I07« 

VOL,  y. — xo.  25.  o 
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It  18  scarcely  neoessary  to  observe,  that,  whatever  can 
ibni%e  the  labour  oF  making  mercurial  ointment,  without  de« 
leriorating  the  preparation,  is  a  desirable  object.  Among  the 
Tarious  methods  otmanipulation  which  have  been  proposed  with 
tiii^ew,  none  have  helafinrth  such  high  expectations  as  the  use 
fo£^ofegg$  lately  adopted  on  the  eontinent*.  When  mercury 
J8  tritura^  with  oil  of  e^gs  which  has  been  keptfor  somemonths, 
flthoogh  it  h^ve  no  clisagreeable  odour,  the  metal  in  a  few 
mfaiutes  spitads  over  the  sdes  of  t)ie  mortar  in  a  thin  layer 
resembling  the  amalgam  on  a  looking  glass ;  in  a  few  minutes 
longer  all  the  globules  disappear,  andafter  adding  the  lard  and 
auet,  the  whole  operation,  which  would  require  the  labour  of 
severed  days  by  the  usual  method,  is  completed  in  an  hour.  One 
drachm  of  tliie  oil  is  sufficient  to  kill,  as  it  is  termed,  eight 
bunces  of  mercury,  the  quantity  requisite  for  making  nxteea 
OUQpea  of  the  ointment.  As  the  oil  of  eggs  is  easily  procured, 
it  is  eertiunly  deserving  the  attention  of  the  pharmaoopolist 

M.  PtnUetf  an  apothecary  at  Marseilles,  has  proposed  to 
.prepare  the  acetate  of  potass,  by  a  double  decomposition.  Two 
parts  of  acetate  of  lead  in  solution  are  mixed  with  one  nart  of 
subcarbonateof  potass ;  and,  after  theprecipitate  wholly  suosides^ 
the  supernatant  fluid  is  filtered  and  evaporated  until  crystala 
are  formed.  To  prevent  any  traces  of  lead  from  being  reUun« 
ed  by  the  salt,  he  adds  a  small  portion  of  sulphate  ot  potass,, 
whicn  instantly  precipitates  it  in  the  form  of  sulphate  of  lead. 
This  process  is  simple,  of  easy  execution,  and  likely  to  afEord  a 
very  white  salt :  but  we  must  condemn  the  introduction  of  any 
process  into  pharmacy,  which,  either  from  the  cardessness  of 
the  operator,  or  from  accidental  failure  in  the  expected  results, 
might  endanger  the  life  of  a  patient. 

TfiSOBY  AND  PRACTICE   OF   MBDICXNE,    SUE6ERY,  AND 

MIDWIFERY. 

Practice  of  Medidne.^-^No  subject  is  more  interesting  to  hu* 
manitVy  est  of  more  importance  in  a  professional  point  of  view, 
than  the  oorreetly  ascertaining  the  laws  which  regulate  the  pnK 
pagation  of  diseases  from  one  individual  to  another.    One  oi  die 

^  JourmU  de  Pkai-macie,  No.  x.  p.  43^.  The  following  is  the 
]|»iethod  by  which  the  oil  of  eggs  can  be  moet  readily  procured :  — r- 
''  Let  any  quantity  of  the  yolks  of  fresh  eggs  be  put  into  a  silver 
or  a  glass  vessel^  and  dried  by  the  heat  of  a  water-bath  until  the  (h)L 
can  be  expressed  firora  the  moss,  in  the  hand.  Put  this  into  a  doth 
-bag,  and  press  it  strongly  between  two  plates  of  pewter,  wanned  in 
boaing  water.  The  oil  thrown  upon  a  niter,  in  a  funnel  heated  by 
Steam,  will  then  pass  through  perfectly  clear."  The  analysis  <^ 
100  parts  of  oil^  m  Braconnot's  raetliud^  yielded  88  parts  of  puro 
animal  oil,  and  11  of  suet 
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p'eatest  of  the  difficulties  which  expose  the.  altainment  of  truth 
in  this  investigation,  is  the  uncertainty  of  the  accounts  which  are 
given  as  to  the  circumstances  under  wnich  the  individuals  whoare 
attacked  were  placed  prior  to  their  receiving  the  disease ;  ana 
hence  of  determining  whether  the  malady  be  infectious  or  con* 
tagious.  This  observation,  it  must  be  evident,  applies  to  those 
diseases  only  which  are  communicable  through  the  medium  of 
the  atmosphere.  Those  may  be  regarded  as  infectioua^  whelk 
the  sphere  of  action  of  the  virus  is  very  greatly  extended,  or 
when,  fipm  peculbr  circunutances,  8u<^  a.  ii  atmosphere 
loaded  with  adventitious  matters  arising  from  animal  and  vege- 
table decompositions,  the  virus  exhaled  from  the  body  of 'a 
diseased  inaividual,  instead  of  being  weakened  by  its  dilution 
in  the  surrounding  air,  seeming  to  acquire  a  greater  power  of 
action  from  the  miasmata  with  which  it  mixes,  becomes  capable 
of  producing  a  similar  disease  at  a  cunsiderable  distance  from 
the  source  of  infection.  Those  diseases,  on  the  coiitraiy,  in 
which  the  sphere  of  action  of  the  virus  is  limited  to  a  very 
small  distance  only  from  the  body  of  the  diseased,  or  whic^. 
requires  immediate  contact,  and  on  which  the  atmosphere  seems 
to  exert  but  little  if  any  influence,  may  be  justly  regarded  as 
contagious. 

Contemplating  the  subject  in  tliis  point  of  view.  Dr.  Bossack 
has  published  some  very  interesting  ^  observations  gn  the  laws 
governing  the  communication  of  contagious  diseases,  and  the 
means  or  arresting  their  progress^.*"  He  is  of  opinion  tliat 
both  plague  and  yellow  fever  arc  not  generally  contagious,  but 
^  propagated  only  through  the  medium  of  a  vitiated  atmos* 

*  Dr.  Hoasack's  paper  was  read  before  the  Litaearf  and  Philoso*. 
phical  Society  of  New  York,  on  the  grh  of  June  1814.  The  follow- 
mg  are  the  conclusions  he  draws  from  his  facts  and  cbservations ; 
*'  Isty  That  an  impure  atmosphete  is  indi.^ensably  necessary  to  mul* 
tiply  and  extend  the  specific  poison  constituting  plague^  dysentery, 
typhus,  and  yellow  fever.  2nd,  That  tlie  impurities  of  toe  atmos* 
phere  do  not  produce  their  effects  in  the  manner  suggested  by  Dr. 
Chisholm,  by  increasing  the  susceptibility  of  the  system  tolM  acted 
upon  by  the  peculiar  virus  of  those  diseases*  9rd^  I'hat  instead  of 
predisposing  the  body  to  be  thus  acted  upon,  the  reverse  is  the  fiict; 
that  the  predisposition  of  those  who  are  most  exposeu  to  such  impiu^ 
air  is  less,  while  those  who  reside  in  the  pure  air  of  the  country  are 
most  liaUe  to  be  infected  when  exposed  to  the  contagion.  4lh,  That 
Che  inipurities  of  the  atmosphere  are  fermentable  materials^  to  be 
called  mto  action  by  the  specific  ferment  of  those  diseases,  aidecl  by 
beat,  moistmre,  and  a  calm  state  of  the  atmofpbeie ;  and  that  as  &r  as 
Bodi  atmosphere  extends,  and  the  drcvmstances  &voiirable  to  such 
fisnnentative  or  assiTnilatJng  process  oontintte,  soior  do  these  disetses 
become  epidonic,  but  no  further" 

©8 
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pihere ;  and  that  the  local  circumstances  of  any  place  fo  wbiclt 
It  is  conveyed,  determine  cither  its  extinction  or  its  diffusion. 
Thus,  (or  instance,  in  a  person  sickening  for  yellow  fever  in  a- 
town,  and  returning  home  to  the  country,  although  the  disease, 
will  run  its  course  m  the  individual,  yet  the  infection  will  not 
spread ;  but  in  the  close  air  of  a  crowded  city,  the  reverse  will 
occur ;  because,  in  this  latter  case,  the  vitiated  state  of  the  at* 
Aiosphere  adds  a  force  to,  or  increases  the  virulence  of  the 
morbid  atoms  which  propagate  the  disease. 

This  opinion  of  Hossack  is  supported  by  the  observations 
of  Dr.  Pardon  Bowen  on  t^e  j^eliow  fever*;  and  still  more 
itrongly  by  those  of  Dr.  Calvert  in  his  account  of  **  the  origin 
and  progress  of  the  plague  in  the  island  of  Malta  in  ISlS^f*.^ 
**  ft  appears  to  me,**  says  Dr.  Bowen,  **  that  we  have  abun* 
dance  of  evidence  to  believe  in  its  foreign  origin  ;  and  that  it 
18  a  disease  sMigtnerUy  generated  originally  in  tropical  climates, 
and  oftentimes  Drought  into  and  propagated  under  favourable 
circumstances  in  the  United  States.  And  I  believe  it  requires 
a  peculiar  constitution  of  atmosphere,  as  a  pabulum  to  support 
the  oonta^on,  and  render  it  capable  of  rc«productioh :  tliia 
peculiar  condition  is  found  in  sea  vessels,  and  about  salt  rivers, 
oocks,  fcc.^  Dr.  Calvert^s  observations  led  him  to  conclude, 
that  the  plague  communicates  its  pestilential  influence  to  tho 
aUnosphere;  and  that  it  is  diiTused  to  a  greater,  or  less  distance 
aocoroing  to  climate,  season,  and  local  circumstances ;  alto^e<» 
ther  independent  of  **  its  resting  upon  some*material  and  vrsi-> 
Ue  object,  hereafter  to  be  communicated  by  contact  alone."^ 
As  a  powerful  alignment  in  favour  of  his  opinion,'he  inquires, 
^  why  do  all  diseases  that  occur  durinff  a  pestilential  period 
partake  of  the  nature  of  the  plague?^  and,  after  statins  various 
nets,  idTds,  ^*  tlie  moat  respectable  of  the  Maltese  pbysiciaiM 
acknowledged  to  me,  that  they  believed  every  case  of  fever 
that  occurred  during  the  season  of  plague  was  pestilential;!:.'^ 

Connected  with  remarks  illustrative  of  the  nature  of  con- 
tagion, we  have  to  notice  Dr.  Denmark^s  <<  Observations  on  tlic 
MEDITERRANEAN  F£V£R§  ;^  which  he  couccives  to  bear  a  great 
affinity  to  the  Synochus  of  England,  and  the  Yellow  Fever  of  the 

*  American  Medical  and  Pliilosi^fiical  Register,  vol.  iv.  p.  341. 

t  Medko^Ckhurg,  TVon.?,  vol.  vLp.  1. 

X  <'  It  is  extremdy  probable  then/'  says  Dr.  Calvert,  ''  that  the 
plague  at  Mesiina  was  introduced  exactly  in  the  same  way  as  that 
at  Malta,  mz,  ihrou|^  the  medium  of  the  air,  and  proceeding  fttan 
die  bodies  of  two  men  who  dHed  and  were  buried  in  the  la^aret.^ 
(Medico  CMrurgical  Trans.  voL  vi.  p.  61.^ 

§  MedicO'Clfururg.  Trans.  voL  vi.  p.  29& 
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West  Indies ;  and  yet  not  ariung  cither  from  marsh  miasma  or  . 
oootagion.    Dr.  Denmark  is  of  opinion,  the  caui^es  of  this  fever « 
wte  the  palpable  sources  of  fati^e,  ^^  .intemperance  (especia)lj^.  ' 
in  drinking),  and  vicissitudes  of  heat  and  cold."^    On  a  corre-. 
apondent  state  of  fever,  and  also  on  intennhtent,  as  tfiey  oc-. 
curred  in  the  peninsul.ir  army  under  Lord  Wellinafton,   some 
valuable  facts  nave  been  recorded  by  Sir  James  Macgrigor''.. 
Some  additional  cases  of  the  fever*  which  appeared  lately  at 
Cambridge  have  also  been  published  by  Dr.  H'u'nsoi)  and  Mr. 
J.  Haviland*f- ;  from  which  it  is  evident,  both  from  the  nature. 
of  the  symptoms  and  the  appearances  on  dissection,  that  the. 
bndn  was  the  principal  seat  of  the  disease ;  and  that  it  was  of 
a  contagious  nature. 

It  is  p]ea»ng  to  observe  how  much  these  writers  coincide  in 
asserting  the  efficacy  of  blood-letting  in  the  early  stages  of 
oonUnued  fever.  Since  our  last  Report,  several  new  cases  of  its 
success  in  yellow  fever  have  also  been  published^  The  great 
point  to  insure  the  beneficial  eifects  wtiich  the  lancet  is  calcu- 
lated to  afford,  is  to  ascertain  correctly  the  proper  i;eriod  for 
employing  it.  In  general,  bleeding  should  be  resortea  to  within 
forty-eight  hours  tvom  the  attack ;  and  repeated  at  short  inter- 
vals untU  tlie  symptoms  abate.  In  the  bilious  remittent,  Dr.. 
Denmark  remarks,  ^*  after  the  yellow  suffusion,  whatever  may 
be  the  other  symptoms  demanding  it,  venesection,  I  belicvo^ 
will  Hot  be  borne  with  impunity.""  The  .same  practitioner  iK'ai-s 
ample  testimony  to  the  powerful  influence  of  purging  in  thi  ^^e 
fevers,  particularly  with  calomel ;  which  appears  to  prove  al- 
most fqpeoific  when  it  can  be  readily  introduced  into  the  svstein. 

In  the  intennittents  of  the  Peninsula,  Sir  J.  M^Grigor 
made  several  comparative  experiments  with  the  cincliona  cor- 
difotia  and  the  cinchona  lancifdia^  and  found  that  their  [x^wcr 
in  curing  these  fevers  was  nearly  equal§. 

A  case  of  typhus  gravior,  as  it  CKX^urred  in  a  patient  hi  thr 
Hotel  Dieu^  has  been  published  by  Dr.  Drogart,  hi  whicli  the 


*  Medico-Chirurg.  Trans,  vol.  vi.  p.  381.  Thi.s  valuiil/lc  paptT 
IS  not  confined  to  fever,  but  is,  wliat  it  profesM-s  to  be,  a  '*  ISkt*ii.*h  of 
the  Medical  Hiiitory  of  tlie  British  Armies  in  liio  Ptninsuln  ol'  .Spain 
and  PortugaL"  It  contains  a  number  of  tacts  highly  ciecIitaLie  to 
the  observation,  judgment,  and  management  oi*  the  ;;uthor,  and  of  tlie 
atmost  importance  to  military  medical  ofHcers. 

t  Observations  on  the  Necesi»ity  and  Utility  o^  Blood-letting  in 
Continued  Fever,  by  John  Alien.  Vide  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journal,  No.  xliii.  p.  318. 

X  M€(L  Tram,  of  i fie  College  of  Physictans,  vol.  v.  p.  581  KDd4/Q0* 
$  MedicO'Chirurg.  Trans,  vol.  vi.  p.  418. 
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affusion  of  cold  water  is  said  to  hwt  proved  hurtful :  bnt  it 
only  tends  to  prove  thf  imperfect  view  which  is  taken  of  disrase 
on  the  continent,  and  the  trivial  attention  to  the  discrimination 
of  symptoms  by  whict)  alone  any  success  in  the  appUcation  of 
remedies  can  be  rationally  expected*. 

Rkemnatismf^  although  certainly  moregenerftl,  yet,  is  daily 
eoming  more  under  the  controui  of  the  practitioner.  Much  of 
this  has  undoubtedly  arisen  from  its  intermittent  character  being 
eorrectly  remarked;  and  from  the  use  of  tbe  einehona  and 
spirit  or  turpentine,  after  the  skin  and  bowiilfi  have  been  opened; . 
and  the  force  of  the  circulation  moderated  in  habits  of  an  ia- 
flammatory  diathesis.  The  dread  of*  metastasis  has,  we  believe, 
prevented  the  cinchona  from  being  so.freely  employed  as  should 
nave  been ;  bat  we  have  never  seen  an  instance  of  this ;  and  we 
believe  the  occurrence  to  be  extremely  rare  t.  In  our  own 
practice,  also,  we  can  bear  testimony  to  the  emcacy  of  spirit  of 
turpentine,  even  when  the  blood  drawn  appears  much  cupped, 
and  very  bufl^.  A  singular  instance  of  tlie  beneficial  effects  of 
drinking  sea*watcr  in  iheumatism  is  detailed .  by  Dr.  Reid 
^lanny  S.  How  far,  from  analogy,  purgatives  might  be  pushed 
in  this  disease,  time  must  determine. 

■  ■    ■    i  !■■■  '  '■!  »  ■■■    ■  ■  ■■      ■  II m   '   «'        II  I       I    ■   ■    I 

*  Journal  de  Medecine,  tom,  xxxiv.  p.  131. 

+  The  French  practitioners  have  been  in  the  habit  of  einpleyin^ 
a  sohition  of  cainpnor  in  acetic  ether  as  an  external  appUcation  in 
rheumatic  and  other  afTections  attended  with  pain.  A  sunder  com- 
poHition  has  latelv  been  introduced  by  Dr.  Tourtuel  of  Munstcr^^  It 
isprejKired  by  clisM>lving  one  grain  of  camphor  in  anounceof  Hoff* 
man's  anod^mc  H(]uor ;  and  in  some  cases  its  efficacy  is  augmented  by 
adding  the  oil  of  cujrput.  The  following^  according  to  Dr.  Tourtuel, 
are  the  cases  in  which  this  reme%iy  is  chiefly  indicated. 

1.  Rheumatic  tmd  gouty  irritation,  particularly  when  the  headi» 
affected,  attendee)  with  a  tearing,  pungent  pain,  and  vertiffo :  rheu- 
matic odontal^i<i,  and  catarrhal  cephalalgia.  2.  Hystericalcephalal* 
gia.  S.  Local  debility  of  the  head  supervening  to  excessive  evacua^ 
tions.  4.  Intermittent  fevers  of  nervous  subjects,  particularly  when 
the  corporeal  disease  hns  been  removed,  and  the  nervous  impression 
only  remains :  in  which  cases,  says  Dr.  Tourtuel,  frictions  with  this 
solution  have  proved  more  efficacious  than  even  the  cinchona. 

X  Mr.  Grainger,  who  has  published  some  excellent  remarks, "  On 
the  Effect  of  Cinchona  in  Acute  Rheumatism,"  (vide  Medical  and 
Surgical  Remarks,  Sic,  by  Edward  Grainger^  8vo.  London^ 
1815,)  observes,  *'  I  have  never  seen  but  one  case  of  metastasis  in 
acute  rheumatism,  where  tiiat  mode  of  treatment  (with  cinchona) 
has  been  followed."— p.  841 .  He  «uspend8  its  use  only  when  tha 
lirine  deposites  a  pink  sediment ;  at  which  time  he  exhibits  puiw 
gatives. 

$  llefoeUoryy  vol.  iv.  p.  1 80. 
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As  Phthisis  sdll  resists  the  influenee  of  medicine,  and  little 
progress  has  been  made  in  settling  any  mode  of  practice  likely 
to  prore  suooessful,  except  removal  to  a  more  temperate  cli- 
mate ;  it  becomes  very  important  to  ascertain  the  real  utility  of 
those  skuatioDS  to  which  phthisical  patients  are  ^;enerally  sent* 
Dr<  Young  has  entered  fully  into  the  consideration  of  this  sub* 
jec^t,  and  recommends  the  West  Indies,  for  instance  Bermuda^ 
or  **  a  temperate  and  sheltered  part  of  Jamaica.^  These  situ, 
ations,  he  observes, '  ^*  together  with  the  equable  qualities  of  the 
jea  air,  to  which  the  patient  must  be  exposed  during  the  vojr- 
age,  roust  present  every  advantage  towards  the  recovery  of  a 
cKMwuinptive  person,  tluit  climate  alone  can  possibly  bestow*.^ 
He  condemns  both  Lisbon  and  Montpellier;  an  opinion  con* 
iinoed  by  that  of  Dr.  Somers,  who  resided  as  a  physician  at  tha 
latter  place;  and  who  observes,  ^<  that  the  vicinity  of  the 
HtnountBHis  to  the  north  oi  Montpellier  renders  the  climate,  ia 
•pring  and  winter,  very  chan£;ea0ie ;  and  this  is  found  to  be  a 
cause  of  much  mischief  to  phthisical  paUentsf.  Sir  James  Mac 
GiigOKf  from  personal  observation,  also  objects  to  Lisbon}. 

As  no  dis£»se'  prm^es  a  greater  scourge  to  armies  than  Dx* 
aSKTEBY,  it  is  natural  to  look  to  military  practice  for  any  im* 
provements  in  tlie  treatment  of  it.  .  In  Sir  James  MacGngor*s 
sketch,  already -alluded  to,  the  method  pursued  by  Dr.  Somers 
is  stated  to  have  been  inuninently  successiul.  He  generally 
bled  freely  in  the  first  instance,  ana  immediately  followed  it  up 
^ith  piantiful  dilution,  and  compound  powder  of  ipecacuanh^ 
in  doses  of  twelve  grains,  frequently  repeated.  Calomel  and 
aptunvwere  given  every  second  night,  with  small  doses  of  neu*. 
tral  salta  during  the  (lay ;  and,  after  the  disease  was  thus  aL 
layad,  health  was  gradually  confirmed  by  light  tonics  §. 

The  increasing  frequency  of  Paealysis  has  been  generally 


•  A  Practical  and  Histortcal  Trc3ti.se  on  Consumptive 
deduced  firom  original  observations,  and  collected  from  authws  of  all 
a^,  by  Thomas  Young,  M.D.  &c.  8ya  pp.  478.  Lend.  1815;  a 
work  which,  &am  Dr.  Young's  celebrity,  it  is  almost  unnecessary  fca* 
US  to  observe^  is  replete  wiUi  karuing  and  research. 

t  MedicO'CJ^irtirg'  Trans.  v6L  vi.  p.  445. 

X  Ibid.  Sir  James  remarks,  "  The  result  of  our  experience  in 
Waleheren  was/that<he  air  was  in  gencrd  favourable  to  pulmonary 
complaints ;" — an  opinion  which  coincides  with  some  facts  lately  de« 
tailed  r^arding  the  effects  of  the  atmosphere  of  the  fenny  counties 
of  England  in  phthisis. 

$  In  noticing  the  dissections  of  dysentery,  and  the  evident  scquele 
of  inflammatory  action  which  all  the  abdommal  viscera  exhibited,  Sir 
J.  MicGrigor  adds,  '^  one  spleen  weighed  three  pounds*  four  ouuccsr'* 
MedtechCUrurg.  Trams.  voL  vi.  p.  4S<j. 
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» 
noticod,  but  has  not  been  sadsfkctorily  traced  to  any  evident 
cause.  In  a  detail  of  some  cases  of  this  disease*.  Dr.  Ponrell 
states  his  opinion  that  topical  congestion,  or  the  ^ctravasation 
of  biood,  is  not  in  every  case  the  cause  of  paralysb  ;  but  *^  that 
this  di.sease  may  also  originate  in  a  peculiar  condiUan  of  the 
brain  and  nerves  alone,  unattended  by  any  discoverable  altera* 
tion  in  their  anatomical  structure.^  The  most  frequent  ooca-^ 
sional  exciting  cause  in  these  cases,  was  the  applicataoa  oi* 
cold ;  and  the  remedy  whidi  of  course  was  directea  to  the  res* 
tontion  of  the  loi^  or  rather  suspended,  power  of  the  nema, 
was  the  due  appUcation  of  heat  and  moasture.  In  dfiirium 
tremeni  the  pracdce  of  Dr.  Sutton  is  becoming  every  day  more 
firmly  estabhshed  by^  the  experience  of  otherBf; 

The  obstinaOT  with  which  Tetakus  has  resbted  the  moat 
energetic  and  juaicioas  methods  of  treatment,  has  suggested  the 
trial  of  every  remedy  which  either  possessas,  or  is  supposed  to- 
possess,  antispasmodic  powers.  Among  these  we  may  dasa 
spirit  of  turpentine,  wnich  Dr.  Phillips  exhibited  in  the  form 
of  enema  in  a  case  of  lock-jaw  with  the  most  beneficial  effect^ 
The  dose  was  half  an  ounce,  combined  with  eight  ounces  of 
infusion  of  senna;  the  viable  effect  was  an  almost  instanta^ 
neous  unlocking  of  the  jaw,  and  subsidence  of  all  the  unfiivcnuv 
able  symptoms.  ^  We  were,  indeed,  previously  aoquainted  with 
the  efficacy  of  this  essential  oil  as  an  antiwpasmodic,  froma  bint 
given  by  Dr.  Latham  om  his  work  on  Dubetes,  and  the  cases 
published  by  Dr.  Perci^'al§,  in  proof  of  its  power  in  efiieatj : 
and  we  have  now  to  stated  that  several  new  fiiets  have  been 
made  public  by  Dr.  Latham||,  Ih,  Thomas  Youag^,  md 
Dr.  Lithgow?  :  in  which  it  appears  that,  in  small  doses,  spirit 
of  turpentine  has  very  little  effect  in  epilepsy  ;  but  in  doses  of 
an  ounce,  unless  the  disease  originates  in  tne  head,  it  i^ipeam 

Crfectly  adeouate  to  overcome  me  fits*    In  chorea,  also,  it  haa 
en  exnibitea  by  Dr.  Powell  with  dedded  advanta^^ 
.   A  peculiar  species  of  convulsions,  attacking  children,  and 
bearing  some  amnity  to  epilepy,  has  beat  noticed  by  the  late 
Dr.  Clarke.    It  seems  to  originate  in  visceral  disease ;  but  the 
proximate  cause  appears  to  be  pressure  on  the  origin  of  the 


•  Med.  Trans,  of  the  College  ofPky,  voL  v.  p.  96. 
t  Eepository,  vol,  iv.  p.  363. 

X  Medico^Chimrg.  IVans.  vol.  vi.  p.  6&, 

{  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Trans,  vol.  x. 

II  Med.  Trans*  of  the  Ro^.  College  ofPhtj,  vol,  v.  p.  65. 

•  Ibid,  p.  274^ 

'^  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ.  voL  xi.  p.  300.  *  Ibid,  pw  S74» 


ItsTRoaPBCT  of  the  Progress  of  Medical  Science.         49 

nerves  from  inordinate  determination  of  blood  to  the  head. 
Blc^ng,  purging,  and  the  warai-bath  are  the  remedies  which ' 
have  proved  successful*^. 

Although  the  cause  of  Colica  pictonum  is  so  well  ascei-« 
tained,  and  much  has  been  done  in  relieving  the  more  urgent 
symptoms  by  purgatives  and  opium ;  yet,  when  the  influence 
of  the  poison  had  been  so  much  exerted  on  the  nervous  system 
as  to  produce  paralysis  of  the  wrists,  the  cure,  if  ultimately' 
effected,  has  arways  been  protracted.  Dr.  Roberts,  however, 
has  observed  that  nitrate  or  silver  is  a  very  powerful  agent  in 
overcoming  both  the  cause  of  the  spasmoaic  contractions,  and 
(he  consequent  paralysisf :  and  by  this  means  the  complaint 
may  be  now  regarded  as  being  directly  under  the  controul  of  art. 

The  variety  of  means  by  which  Nature  is  capable  of  at- 
taining the  same  eiid  has  been  seldom  more  remarkably  exem- 
plifiecfthan  in  the  successful  treatment  of  Diabetes.  By  the 
most  opposite  means,  such,  for  instance,  as  blood-letting  and 
the  internal  exhibition  of  opium,  the  same  end  has  been  ef* 
fected.  In  support  of  the  eftcacy  of  the  former  method  several 
very  satisfactory  cases  have  been  published  by  the  late  Dr:  Sat- 
terieyj;  in  one  of  which  106  ounces  of  blood  were  abstracted; 
and  the  relief  was  so  evident,  even  to  the  patient,  that  he  re- 

a  nested  a  more  frequent  renewal  of  the  remedy  than  the  Doctor 
eemed  it  prudent  to  grant. 

The  observations  of  our  ingenious  correspondent,  Mr.  Ed* 
mondslon  6,  has  almost  demonstrated  the  importance  of  blood- 
letting in  Hydrophobia  ;  and  his  opinions  nav^  been  in  part 
tonfirmed  by  the  successful  case  of  Hufeland  ||,  although  the 
circumstances  were  certainly  less  conclusive  than  could  have 
been  wished.  It  must,  however,  be  acknowledged  that  several 
unsuccessful  cases  have  been  reported  within  the  last  six  months, 
in  all  of  which  the  lancet  was  resorted  to ;  but  in  some,  at  least^, 
the  circumstances  were  such  as  did  not  allow  of  any  -  rational 
prospect  of  success.  Among  these,  in  particular,  may  be 
classed  the  case  detailed  by  Dr.  Albers,  of  Bremen.  It  was 
treated  by  blood-letting ;  and  100  ounces  of  blood  were  al>- 
stracted  at  three  bleedings ;  but  there  were  pecuUar  circum- 
stances in  the  case,  producing  strong  mental  excitement,  which 
renders  it  nearly  impossible  to  draw  an  inference  as  to  the  ef- 
fects of  the  bleeding.  '^  She  had,^  says  the  Doctor,  ^^  a  clear 
foresight  of  her  perilous  situation ;  ana  no  arguments  nor  con- 
solation of  mind  could  tranquillize  her  on  that  score*.  During 
the  first  bleeding,  however,  she  felt  some  relief;  and  could  see 
water  poured  from  one  vessel  to  another  without  any  disagree- 
able sensation,   which  was  not  the  case  prior  to  the  bleeumg : 

•  Chirke'g  Commentaries  on  tome  qf  tJie  mat  important  Dixatet  of  CMUrcn^ 
Ful  i.  p.  87.  'Tor  an  analysis  of  this  important  work,  vide  Reporitory^  voL  iv.  p.  290. 

JMeds  Trant.  ftfthe  Hoy^  ColL  of  Phy/Meiant,  voL  v.  p.  45.      i  lUd,  p.  1. 
JteposUory,  voL  iv.  p.  268.     |1  itnd.  p.  500.    i  Ihii.  p.  117.    t  Edin.  Mod. 
and  Surg.  JottnuU^  voL  xi.  p.  415. 
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but  slie  soon  iTlapsed^  oiid  i>ul)sequciU  bleedings  produced  nd 
beneticiul  effect.  , 

On  tlie  subject  of  Scropiiula  we  liave  to  notice  the  critical 
enquir}',  by  Dr.  Henning*,  which  displays,  at  least,  consider- 
able learning.  Afterexamiiiiijf]^  the  etyiuology  of  the  name, 
and  taking  a  general  review  of  the  tlieories  which  have  been 
invented  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  scrophula,  Dr.  Heuuing 
•nters  upon  an  inquiry  as  to  its  supposed  hereditary  nature ; 
and  concludes,  that,  although  it  often  appears  in  the  progeny 
of  those  who  have  had  the  disease,  yet,  it  also  "  oilen  occurs 
iu  individuals  whose  predecessors  were  never  known  to  have  it  C^ 
and  it  is  also  irrefragably  proved,  *^  that  the  natives  of  tem- 
perate climates,  where  scropnula  is  unknown,  upon  ntigrating 
to  the  cold  and  fluctuating  regions  of  the  north,  are  there  in- 
variably attacked  with  it.^  He  sup]X)rts  the  opinion,  that  the 
predisposing  cause  of  the  disease  is  a  moist  and  cold  atmosphere ; 
and  adds,  that  the  exciting  cause  is  a  peculiar  effluvia  or  miasma^ 
which  is  takifn  in  by  the  cutaneous  absorbents ;  a  doctrine^ 
which,  were  this  the  proper  place,  it  would  not  be  difiicult  to 
refute.  He  regards  the  suppuration  of  tlie  tumour  as  an  effort 
of  Nature  to  tHrow  of!' the  disease;  and  considers  the  forward- 
ing of  this  intention  as  one  of  the  most  important  curative 
means.  The  Qlthiops  graphitialis  is  strongly  reconnnended 
by  Professor  Hulier  as  a  remedy  in  this  disease*!-. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  advantages  of  graphic  delineations  id  • 
illustration  of  diagnostics.  Dr.  lktcuian\  plates,  or  ratlier  the 
republication  of  iTr.  Willan's  plates,  with  the  additions  of  Dr. 
Bateman  now  in  .progress,  must  not  be  overlooked.  Without 
these,  his  Synopsis  is  m  some  places  not  easily  understood ;  but 
i^^ith  them,  every  thuig  that  the  practical  physician  can  desirv 
4>n  the  subject  of  cutaneous  diseases  is  placed  within  his  reach. 
In  this  order  of  diseases,  the  only  novelties  we  have  to  refer 
to  are,  the  mode  of  curing  impetiginous  ringworm  by  adhesive 
plaster,  suggested  by  Dr.  Reid  Cianny  J ;  and  the  fact,  noticed 
in  our  observations  on  the  prevailing  diseases,  that  Eczema 
rttbrum  caa  be  produced  by  tue  external  application  of  red  pre«> 
cipitate§. 

in  concluding  our  details  on  the  Pmctice  of  Medicine^  we  havtt 
only  further  to  mention  the  observations  of  Ur.  Valentin  on  the  use  of 
the  actual  cautery^  confirmed  by  Professor  Reich's  case^ ;  the  import- 
ant communication  of  Mr.  Gaitskell  on  biliary  obstruction^  in  wbiclk 
hydatids  to  a  i^reat  amount  were  discharged^ ;  the  recommerKifition 
<^'  Dr.  Eichrodtj  of  Carlruhe,  in  favour  of  the  external  ute  of  oxy  mu- 
riatic acid^  in  venereSl  diseases'^;  Dr.  Baillie't  paper  on  green  jaun- 
dices ;  and  a  curious  paper  by  ^e  late  Dr.  Clarke  on  the  effects  of 
eating  oysters  on  women  aftar  chilil-birth*  j  as  particularly  deiervipg 
of  attennon. 


«»■ 


*  A  Ciitel  loqinry  into  tli«  Patbblogy  of  fioqthuk,  &c  &^  liy  GMigi  Hoi* 
aing,  M.D.  8TO.pp.8i6.   LoiuU  1S16. .  f  Htfontaiy,  voL  iv.  ^  7.    $  Ibid^  pi  51. 

fJC0pod(afy,ToLiv.p^6SA.  6JM2.  voLiv.p.St?.   «iM.ii;46«.   7/61^80, 
Med.  Vrwm.  ^ilmH9ff.€9L<^  fh^.  f«l.  T.  |u  140.       »l¥i'  B»  IW. 
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SuROERV.— The  most  curious  and  intorestini^  addition  to  this 
branch  of  Medical  Scieace  which  we  have  to  notice,  is  *'  an  account 
qftjvo  sudcesjful  operatio*is  for  restoring  a  lost  no\e,^'  by  Mr.  Carpue* ; 
vho  has  displayca  great  learning  a|id  industry  in  tracing  tl;e  histoiy 
of  this  operation^  oi  which  he  may  be  ren^arded  as  the  reviver,  both 
in  Europe  and  in  India,  From  the  evidences  which  Mr.  Car])ue  his 
collected,  the  nasal  operation,  as  it  may  be  termed,  was  known  in 
£urope  as  early  as  the  date  of  the  Christian  era ;  and  records  exist  of 
its  having  been  performed  with  success  long  before  tlie  period  of  Ta* 
Kcotios,  wi\o,  because  be  ^vrote  fully  on  tlie  nature  of  the  operation j 
has  been  very  generally,  aJUiough  erroneously,  regarded  as  its  in* 
v«itor.  The  hi'itorical  pai-t  of  Mr.  Carpuc's  account  is  of  the  most 
curio  IS  and  sati.sfact^>ry  clescription.  With  res})ect  to  the  operations 
J>erfonned  by  Mr.  Carpue  liimselt^  as  we  shall  tike  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  an  analysis  of  Uie  work,  we  will  at  present  only  olv* 
aerve,  that  the  success  of  both  was  perfectly  complete. 

Mr.  Wadd  has  published  a  senes  of  ciises  of  tlie  diseased  bladder 
and  testicles^  illustrated  with  engravings  of  the  morbid  parts*.  Aft 
the  nature  of  the  work  does  not  ad'init  of  abridgement,  we  merely  re- ' 
tnark,  that  it  adds  another  to  the  many  proofs,  already  extant,  df  the 
very  satisfactory  assistance  allbrded  by  the  grapliic  art,  in  the  coiv 
vectly  understanding  written  descriptions  of  diseased  appearances. 

In  all  operations  requiring  ligatures  to  be  applied  on  arteries^ 
the  separation  of  these  has  idways  proved  a  soiuxre  of  more  or  less 
vexation  to  the  surgeon.  To  obviate  this  inconvenience,  Mr.  Law- 
ranoe  has  described  a  method  which  he  has  successfully  employed, 
of  using  fine  silk  ligatures,  and  cutting  ofl'  the  end.s  as  close  to  the 
knot  as  if(  consistent  with  its  security.  The  fi)reign  body  is  thus 
rendered  truly  insignificant ;  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  proces|i 
.of  adhesion;  and  even  should  it  iiever  come  away,  so  nimute  a 
b<Kly  is  scarcely  sufHcient  to  excite  subsequent  irritation  and 
disturbance^. 

An  ope  ation  by  Mr.  Chevalier,  in  a  case  of  croups,  has  displayed 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  the  advantages  to  be  derived  in  tlie 
practice  of  medicine,  botli  in  a  theoretical  and  practical  point  of 
view,  from  the  aid  of  surgery.  \^lien  the  incision  was  made,  which 
was  done  just  lx*low  the  cricoid  cartilage,  an  ounce  and  a  half*  of 
reddish-brown  mucus  instantly  git«hed  out,  and  the  patient  was  ro« 
lieved.  Mr.  Chevalier  having  found  this  mucus  very  generally 
choaking  up  the  trachea  in  diissections  of  c/oup,  justly  conceives^ 
that  the  suffocation  is  more  to  be  attributed  to  it  than  to  the  coagula« 
ble  lymph  and  artificial  membrane,  as  usually  supposed. 

These  few  facts^ '  with  the  notices  we  have  taken  of  Haron 

Larrey's  method  oi*  ascertaining  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies  in 

joints;  and  extirpating them^;  and  Mr,  Young's  practice*  in  caicer^, 

embrace  every  thing  of  importance  lately  advanced  in  this  branch 

of  the  professioT).      The  too  great  length  to  which  bur  Retrospect 

has  already  extended,  obliges  us  to  deter  till  another  occasion  any 

account  of  the  few  improvements  tliat  have  taken  pLice  in  yitn^ 

WiFERv  and  Mkdical  Jurisphtdence. 

■■  «i  1.  ■    I    t  If         -  —  ■■      --      ■     -■■■>  — ^      — 

1  An  ficoount  of  twti  suoccssiul  o;)eratioiis  far  restoring  a  lust  nose  from  the  intc« 
gamcnts  of  tlie  (brtht-ad,  by  J.  C.  f 'ar;)ue.  Member  of  thfe  Ko^al  College  of  Sur- 
m-xta^  ^cc.  4io.  \fp.  lOS,  pUtes,  I/nKlon  IftlA. 

^Casetof  niajwcd  filaader  and  Teeiide,  illiucnted  by  etchii«f«  by  Witti^p 
Wadd,  Snr^n,  4ti.  pp.  72.  Land.  18ia. 

3  Medico  Chirg,  Trams,  voL  vi.'  p.  15().  TVe  luiow  that  Mr.  Heniien  paecdscd  a 
nmilar  n*odeof  cutting  ligatnres  doac  to  tae  knot,  during  his  fMnrice  vith  tiie  Bridsh 
«nny  in  S^^       *  IbkL  p.  Ui.        ^  Rectory ^  toL  it.  p.  338,       ^  IM.  p,  495^ 
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Synoptical  View  of  the  State  of  the  Atmosphere,  &Cf. 
IN  London,  feom  May  to  Novembeb,  1815. 

From  the  80th  of  Apeil  to  the  19th  of  May, — ^Baiv>* 
neter,  highest  30-29;  lowest  29; — ^thermometer,  highest  74^; 
lowest  49" :— prevailing  winds  W.S.W. — quantity  of  rain,  one 
inch  60-100.  Considering  the  season,  there  was  an  unusual 
number  of  fine  days;  and  at  the  latter  part  it  was  very  wariifi 
imd  humid. 

Fbom  the  20th  of  June  to  the  19th  op  July.— Baroy 
meter,  highest  30-90;  lowest  29 ; — thermometer,  highest  78«  ; 
lowest  SXf : — ^prevailing  winds,  W.NW.— quantity  of  rain,  one 
inch  30-100.  The  majority  of  the  days  were  fine ;  there  wer^ 
very  few  rainy  The  temperature  ^nerally  being  high,  th^ 
lieat  was  oppressive. 

From  the  20th  of  July  to  the  19th  of  August. — ^Ba- 
rometer,  highest  30-30 ;  lowest  29  :  —  thermometer,  higliest 
74^ ;  lowest  52** :— prevailing  winds,  NW. :— quantity  of  rain, 
one  inch  21-100.  The  prevalence  of  the  northerly  winds  tiu 
the  last  four  days  rendered  this  period  colder  than  the  pre-> 
ceding,  and  the  temperature  at  no  time  wa^  so  high.  On  the 
6th  ot  August  there  was  hail. 

Fbom  the  20th  or  August  to  the  19th  of  September.^ 
—  Barometer,  highest  30-40;  lowest  29:  —  thermometer, 
highest  78° ;  lowest  36" :  —  prevailing  winds,  SE.  NW. :  -r 
quantity  of  rain  95-100  of  an  inch.  The  heat  and  dryness 
was  remarkably  great ;  and  yet  on  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  of 
September  the  temperature  suddenly  sunk  in  many  places  to 
the  freezing  point ;  frou)  which  niuch  mischief  (ensuea  to  the 
vegetable  kingdom. 

From  the  25th  of  September  to  the  19th  of  October. 
*— Barometer,  highest  30-30;  lowest  29-24:  —  thermometer, 
highest  63°;  lowest  46°: — ^prevailing  winds,  WSW.  E. :  — 
quantity  of  rain,  two  inches.  The  temperature  was  very  uni- 
form, and  the  weather  extremely  pleasant;  although  more  rain 
fell  than  for  many  months,  and  there  were  some  foggy  days. 

From  the  20th  pF  October  to  the  19Tn  of  November* 
^^— Barometer,  highest  30^0;  lowest  29-29 :  — thermometer, 
Jiighest  62°;  lowest  29° :  7— prevailing  winds,  SW.  NE:— 
{quantity  of  rain,  one  inch  97-100.  The  atmospheric  varia> 
tions  were  extreme  and  frequent ;  the  first  part  being  sultry 
and  close,  and  the  latter  part  very  cold  and  bleak,  with  very 
atormy  weather,  «nd  BuowW  frJt  ^  ^ 
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A  Nosological  Table  of  the  aggregate  of  the  Cases  recordt 
in  the  Monthly  Registers  of  <Ae  uepositoby  of  the  Diseasi 
of  London,  between  the  20<A  of  May  and  the  \9th  of  Ni 
evmber  1815. 


CLASS  I.     PYREXI-E. 
ORDO  1.     FsBREs. 


Intermittcntes... 

Catarrhales 

Synocha 

Typhiw  mtiior  .. 
gravior. 


Synochus. 

Puerpera..... 

Remittentes  infantilrs 

ORDO  2.     Phx^eomasi^c. 

Phlogosis ». , 

i'hlf^gmasia  doiens.,^ 

Abcessus 

Fumnciiliis 

Peniio ,. 

Paronychia. 

Carbunculus..... 

Sphacelus 

Orihthalmia 

Pnreiiitis 

Cyiianche  ionsHtarh, 

—  maligna, .  - . 
— —  fracnealU.. 

^pkanfngia 
— ^— —  iarynffia,; 

—  pftroitdea., 
lironchitis  acuta 

■'      chronica.. 


'»Ti 


Ptietunonia 

■  peripnfumottia 

-^— ^—  jdeuritu 

empyema 


Phthisis  fjuimntuiiis. 
■     trachea/is. 


Tarditis 

Pericanlitis , 

l^tiritouitis : 

Gastritis 

Enteritis 

Hepatitis 

Splenitis.. 

Nephritis 

Cystitis 

Mthiasis 

Hysieritie 

iiheumatismus  acufus.,.., 
■  ehronicuM, 


«7 
li 

251 
1 

4 
3> 


15 


26 
4 


631 
I 

48 
3 
1 


7 
12 
12 
16 
24 
14 


46 


2 
1 
b 
2 
32 


Cephaltra..* 
Ceplialalgia. 


^•-s 


27 
29 
33 
14 

3 
34 

3 
2i 


13 

1 
32 
12 

2 

4 
1 


46 
8 

^4 
9 


1 
2 
1 
7 
3 
7 
9 
19 


44 


3 

4 


20 
23 
42 
12 

2 
21 

4 
35 


12 
5 

3:^ 

3 


10 
3 
1 

61 

4 
48 
8 
1 
1 


20 
21 
31 
16 
3 
21 
10 
3S 


14 


22 

4 
2 
6 

2 


49 

11 

57 

5 

4 

1 


L  •••••• 


3i 
10 

6 

14 


5 

7 

3 

22 


211     15 

19l     16 

i: 

30.     40 


6       4 


4 

3 
44 
66 

4 


a 
1 

38 

51 

7 


3 

8 

12 

18 

5 

1 

2 

1 

52 

48 

10 


48     49     421    3« 


1 
1 
5 
2 
13 
23 
1 
7 
2 


40 

47 

5 


10 
33 
29 
10 

9 
35 

1 
28 


10 

2 

21 

5 


44 
2 

50 
6 
5 
4 

■•  ■• 
3 

12 
5 

26 

15 

22 
1 

37 
1 
1 


y    O 


3 
2 
2 

19 
2 
7 


3 

2 

&6 

63 

6 

27 


14 

40 
31 
27 

3 
26 

3 
30 


12 

3 
20 


1 


8 


34 


45 

1 

3 

2 

.1 

8 

8 

8 

48 

17 

18 


IS 


6 


21 


3 
56 

39 
6 

20» 


118 
160 
206 
104 

21 
159 

25 
19^ 


761 

11 

154 

28 

12 

34 

10 

1 

307 

26 

302 

32 

11 

A 

4 

27 

56| 

36 

133 

101 

lOh 

2j 

217 

1 

8 

25 
23 
43 

143 

5 

36 

5 

13 

10 

280 

30(i 
3S 

222 


I 

U4 


54 
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OBDO  2.      PHtECXASliC, 

Continued. 


s-i 


Pleurodync 

Ijumbago 

IlyMeralgia 

Isdiias 

Hepetalj^ 

Keundgia 

yephnu^a 

Itc  Ddoreux 

>Lmi(B%ia ...»     1  ^ 

IbtlsiA ^ 'i 

1(3 


10 
1 

6 

21 

6 


VTariola ^ 

Impetigo  /Zo-i/roto 

— —  sjiarsa 

■          erifsipehiiodex. 
'    ■  ■  ■     tcahida ^  . 


ORDO  3.    Exanthemata. 


Pbrrigo  larvaJh. .  • 
scntulaia,. 

favosa 

'  deca/vans. 


33 
3 
I 
3 
4 
2 


EcthyuRi..r 

Scabies 

VatkeVa 

Vaochiia 

Herpes  zoster 

circinatus.., 

laftialis 

jnwpiiiitUi*. 


Rupia. 

tBczema  sdare ^ 

{  imjietigiiMxIes. 

Blydrarg7na..s.r....  ^ 

Aphtha  iacienfivm 


2 
72 
<) 
30 
4 
9 
8 
1 
2 
3 


Miliaria. 

Rvbeola ^ 

Scarlatina  simploa., 
mnffinosa. 


anginosa. 


20 


2 
2o 
39 

4 


Urticaria  febrilix |      6 

evanida , 

■         tnlierosa , 


Rowoh 

[^ilpura  simjJcx 

hatmnrrhagica . 


■] 


Erythema  /<nr 

(■         papulutum 
'                  nodosum | 
Krrtluinnufi  mercurialc 

Kr>sineb» 91 

Peirtpmgim 


6 


3 

8 
1 
1 
1 
11 


10 


36 
4 
2 

3 


5 
40 
1.. 

!•: 

7 
4 

n 


6 

1 

231 


3 
15 

32 
6 
3 

15 
2 
5 
9 
1 


33 


4 

21 


9 


6 

3 

13 

4 

16 


21 


5 
2 

3 

7 


10 

50 

3o 

11 

2 

10 

1 

1 

1 

7 


27 


20 
14 
11 

7 
11 

2 


1 

21 


1 

28 

1 


12 


10 
1 
6 


16 
5 


19 
5 
4 
2 
1 
5 
3 
4 


8 
56 
12 
44 

8 

21 

3 


18 


6 
8 
24 
15 
2 
6 
3 
2 
3 


2 

2 

25 
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ORDO  3.      EXANTIlfMATAy 


Pompholyx  hcniirNus 
— — -  fJiuliuuS: 


ORDO  4.     HAMOaRUAGLi:. 


Epistaxis 

Ha:inoptoe..«. 
Hsinorrhois... 
^Menorrhagia.. 

\bortus 

Ilxinateiuesis. 
Flicrnaturia.... 


•—I    3 


ORDO  5.     Profluvia. 

Catarrhus , 

Coryza ^ , 

Leuoorrhoea 

Dyeenteria^ 

CLASS  II.     NEUROSES.    \ 
ORDO  1.    Com  AT  A. 


Apopkxia., 
Paralysis... 


hemipiegica. 
parapiegica. 


rrcnior. 

ORDO  S.    Auykamia:* 


Angiiia  ^c<or/i 

Syncope.,.....* 

:l.*«pLyxia....«.«^ 

A^ienia 

Dyspepsia 

^Viiorexia 

Caniiaigia 

Gastrociyuia 

Entrodviiia 

Hypocboiuiriavis 

Chlorosis 

Ictenis... 

Vertigo... 

ORDO  3.    Spasmi. 

Spasm! 

Tetatuis 

rrisinus 

SbguItuB 

ConrulsiQ 

Chorea 

Epilepsia, , 

Pidpitatio 

Asthma 

pysptuea «.. 

Pertu88ifl...*« «•••... 
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13 
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8 

9 
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37 
22] 
7 
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OKDO  3.     Sfasmi^ 
Continued* 


Pyrosis 

Ileiis .. 

Coiica 

-7-  picionum,»^.,. 

Cholera 

Diarrhcea 

Diabetes 

Hysteria ..••«• 

Hydrophobia 

Strictura < 


OlUX)  4.    Vesanije. 


Amentia.^ 

^laiiia 

Melanchr>Ua 

Delirium  tremens. 


CLASS  III.    CACHEXIJE. 
OliDO  1.    Makcoaes. 

Ta1)e8 

Atrophia 

ORDO  3.        iKTUUrSCEKTUC. 

Plethora 

Flatvosje. 


s- 


Pneumatosis. 
Tympanites.. 
Physometra.. 


AQUOSI.C. 


\nasarca 

Hydrocephalus. 
Hydrothorax... 

Ascites 

Hydrocele 


SOLID  A, 


Caladus. 
Rachitis. 


ORDO  3.    Impetigixes. 

Scrofula 

Syphilis 

Scorbutus 

Strophulus  inta^tincttu , 

cottfirtus 

votaticvj 


Lichen  eimplex, 
■     agrius^,* 
Prurigo  miHe,. 
ienilu. 
Lepra 
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ORDO  3.       iMVtTtGINES, 

ConiinuetL 


Psoria^s  gnttata 


•*-•  tAVtf^croto.***.^.* 


Pityriasis, 

Sycosis  mentL., 
capititii. 


Lupus f, 

CLASS  IV.    LOCALES. 

ORDO   L      DvSiETHESIiE. 

Ca%o 

Amaurosis 

IDysecoea 


ORDO  d.    Dtscinesi^. 


Dysphagia... 
CoDtractura, 


ORDO  4«    AfoceKoses. 

tProfiisio 
Eneurisis........'. 
Gcnorrhisa. 

ORDO  &.    Epischkses. 

Qbstipatio 

Ischuria 

Oytaxia 

AoieaozxluEa., 


'S'^-^dfi-ti 


33 


6 


1 

s 
e 


Aneiuisma 


r d......»w j.. 

'olypus.....^. 

Hydrarthynu»« * 

foonchocele , 


ORDO  It.    EcTOPiiE. 
Hernia • 


humorrhalis. 


Prolapsus 

ORDO  9.     DiAiYSKs. 
Fistula .^«,..., 

* 

HBTEROCLITES. 
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Morbi  InfantUes. 
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If  the  inlitMiuctory  (observations  of  Mr.  Field,  which  acr 
eoippai^ed  the  first  qmoptical  table  of  the  dise^is^  of  boys 
between  infiincy  and  puberty,  in  that  great  and  admirably  se^ 
mma^,  Christ^  Hospital,  be  refenied  tp  (y\de  ^epqsUmy^  vpl.  if 
p.  ^80^ ;  the  importanoe  6f  them  wilt  be  fiilly  unde^i^kxid  an4 
appreciat^.  They  have  sinoe  been  continued  quarterly ;  and 
/tne  pmc^cal  remarks  which  are  always  annexea  to  them  tend 
lin  fi  high  degree  to  increase  their  interest  and  value.  As  there 
•are  no  benevolent  establishments  for  the  education  of  youth  so 
rcxienav^  in  this  country,  neither  are  there  any,  in  resoiirce^ 
iso  ^{de  nor  p  ceonomy  so  complete,  as  this  Royal  Foundatipn| 
I  which  ma^nt^ms  and  echicates  in  Londop  bet^yef^n  six  and  sevei| 
j  hundred  boys.  It  has  been  truly  pbseryi^  by  Mr.  Field,  tha| 
( although  mapy  writers  have  treated  on'tne  disoraers  of  infancy^ 
iyet  none  h&ve  noticed  those  al  the  period  of  life  which  those 
tables  embrace.  They  therefore  deserve  to  be  regarded  as  a 
oiey  and  authentic  source  for  the  enla|rgiemept  of  pathoiqgical 
knowledge. 

Persons  having  the  moral  or  medical  supenntendance  of  »t 
ilar  Institutions  mi^ht  derive  very  useful  information  fimn 
.su<3i  re^sters,'  if  they  were  more  general,  and  were  kept  with 

Sual  corre<^es^.  fiut  we  concove  the  scientific  intefition  of 
r.  Field  will  be  most  efiectually  promoted,  and  the  medical 
'^mtiirer  be  more  gratified,  if  his  quarterly  Vitwi  be  condensed 
ana  pulglished  in  a  table  for  the  past  year;  upon  the  plan 
adopted  for  the  arrangement,  into  one  synoptical  half-yearly 
table,  of  the  cases  in  our  monthly  registers. 

Defident  as  we  are  of  all  data  in  regard  to  the  diseases  of 
children  forming  ^  larae  an  association,  in  any  countrVf  at  this 
particulA*  age,  W0  slioiiid  speak  with  hesitation  even  where  some 
iMiints  olT^r  that  appear  to  aeserve  particular  attention.  We  will« 
therefcN^^  merely  observe,  that  the  cases  of  Qyiumch  Um^iUari^^ 
Odmitalgia^  apd  Otalgia j  but  especially  of  CcphaUta^  an  i^ectimi 
pari  inyduth^appear  tous  uncommonly  numerous,  while  pi|euino» 
nic  iimmtoiation  Has  scarcely  occurred.  Qicerv-— May  not  the 
prevalepee  of  these  complaints  he  the  effects  of  the  well-known 
practice  of  the  boys  of  the  Blue-Coat  Sdiool  oonstandv  goin| 
with  their  heiids  uncovered,  and  their  bodies  very  warmly  clad? 


^>*" 


*  Upon  tbe  •eemcf  of  the  gctvnis  pi  inthi  in  the  BMothly  ngi*|ciB«  «e  hw« 
Mbn  been  vcij  explicit  and  candid  fvide  roL  hr.  p.  44) ;  and  to  whidi  eiplaiiiliai 
^  Defer  far  some  obferradoos  on  the  idadoii  of  the  total  of  mofftalhy  to  tbe  tiittl  <4 


SrmmiAt  Jftiu  •/  <*<  Ditaua  of  flov.  irtiKoi  /a/mcy 
and  Pnierty,  tcairfuig  in  Ciffti«»V  ^oiMTjt,  Lututon, 
/rm  Stpltmier  1814,  to  vliipcti  18U". 
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APPENDIX. 


Dhpxkdent  as  the  progression  of  Medical  Sdience  is  on 
the  qualifications  of  its  pofessors,  in  no  way  can  some  re- 
marks on  recent  regulations  regarding  Medieal  Education  be 
more  appositely  introduced,  than  as  an  Appendix  to  this  .R£- 
TB08P£CT.     In  our  exordium  we  have  cursorily  alluded  to  their 

firobable  influence  on  the  qualifications  of  those  intended  in 
uture  for  tbe  exercise  of  the  healing  art,  as  Apothecaries.  But 
we  are  induced  to  add  some  further  observations  on  a  subject 
on  which  the  vital  interests  of  society  so  materially  depend ; 
and  which  must  greatly  influence  the  success  of  that  part  of  the 
rising  generatiiH],  who  are,  or  may  be,  devoted  to  the  sUidy 
land  practice  of  Medicine:  Neither  can  such  remarks  l>e 
^eemed  irrelevant  in  a  place,  espeicially  regarding  every  thing; 
connected  with  its  improvement. 

We  dilated  the  more  an^y  in  our  review  of  Mr.  Crosses 
Sketches  of  the  Medical  Schools  of  Paris,  because  we  conceived 
it  a  favourable  opportunity  of  imparting  information'  beneficial 
to  the  British  Schools  91  Mediciiie,  and  to  the  students  fre- 
quenting them. 

From  the  knowled^  of  what  has  already  ooeurred  in  the 
examinations  of  candidates,  from  the  communications  made  to. 
W  in  o^r  editorial  capacities,  and  from  observations  in  contem- 
|)orary  journals,  it  is  too  evident  that  there  are  veiy  lamentable 
and  serious  defects  in  the  initiatory  system  pursued  for  the  in- 
struction of  youth  destined  to  aet  as  general  practitioners  or 
apothecaries. 

Young  men  have  applied  for  examination  to  entitle  them  to 
certificates^  to  practise,  who.  have  never  been  taught  even  the 
rudiments  of  the  Latin  language ;  yet  had  been  regularly  in* 
dentured  with  large  premiums;  and,  what  is  very  reprehensible^ 
whose  masters  had  countenanced  such  deficiency  in  educationj 
by  asserting,  that  an  acquaintance  with  the  classics  was  not  rer 
quisite  for  a  medical  practitioner !  What  should  be  the  feelings 
c{  a  master^  •  when  his  apprentice  is  rejected  for  incompetency, 
and  prevented  firom  the  exercise  of  that  profession  to  which  ne 
has  been  improperly  introduced ;-— and  what  are  the  claims  of 
.  young  Hi^n  ao  situated  and  their  parents  on  such  masters,  wf 
shall  not  attempt  to  pronounce. 

Another  source  of  incompetency  is,  that  masters  do  not  cont 

^er  that  apprentices  require  more  attenticm  than  die  commoa. 

routine  of  a  shop,  and  that  teadiing  the  dispensing  of  me^ 

dicines  correctly  is  not  tbe  lofo  duty  imposM  ujpoQ  them  at 

*  instructors. 


SMTaQ$fMCT  •ftkt^  Profff^a  •f^Mtdkd  Sdtm*       81 


It  cannot  ibe  iexpected  that  many  opportunities  of 
Ing  youth  the  ti^eatment  of  diseases  can  occur  in  private  prao* 
tice.  But,  in  country  practice,  especially,  attendance  on  the 
the  sick  poor  often  aflbrds  this  advantage;  and  it  should  never 
beneelecied. 

If  the  bodies  of  tlie  deceased  were  more  frequently  eza* 
Alined  than  tliey  are,  which  nnght,  if  soUeht  for^  be  easUy 
effected,  pupils  misht  have  demonstrated  toUiem  many  morbiil 
appearances,  as  well  as  the  site  and  natural  appearance  of  part^ 
In  a  state  of  health. 

The  custom  of  having  every  jphamiaceutical  composition 
{)reparcd,  and  almost  every  natural  substance  used  in  medicin;^ 
in  a  pulverized  or  dis^ised  state  from  the  druggists,  precludes, 

fenerally,  the  possibility  of  acquiring  any  practical  chemical 
nowledge,  or  an  acquaintance  with  the  Materia  Medica, 
during  an  apprenticeship.  Yet,  where  such  advantages  ara 
wanting,  masters  might,  and  should  take  care,  that  at  leisura 
hours  their  pu|nls  are  occupied  with  reading  die  Ibest  authors 
on  all  the  accessory  sciences  to  their  piiofession,  with  which  thej 
oug^t  to  provide  Uiem. 

If,  unfortunately,  either  from  inability  or  disinclination,  a 
*maater  is  deficient^  in  these .  his  duties,  the  well-disposed  and 
industrious  youth  may  still  fill  up  his  vacant  hours  in  a  manner 
extremely  conducive  to  his  improvement. 

As  a  direction  to  his  studies,  when  so  situated,  we  heg 
leave  to  proffer  the  following  as  a  profitable  course  for  him 
lo  pursue. 

We  by  no  means  prescribe  lifter  and  more  general  stii* 
dies.  The  perusal  ot  the  best  English  and  foreign  authors  in 
history,  the  celles-lettres,  ethics,  natural  philosophy,  &c.  will  be 
«n  agreeable  relief  from  more  abstruse  exercises,  g[ive  taste  and 
^rrectness  to  the  judgment  and  style,  expand  ana  improve  the 
•mind,  and  fit  it  for  association  with  the  world. 

But  it  is  indispensable  to  cultivate  the  classics*  Whatever, 
may  be  the  attunments  in  the  learned  languages,  it  is  easily 
preserved  and  extended;  but  let  it  be  remembered,  negl^t 
soon  obliterates  the  greatest  proficiency.  Since  the  Greek  has 
becotne  almost  exclusively  the  languaoe  of  science,  an  acqu^nt* 
fmce  with  it  will  give  the  greatest  faculty  in  acquiring  the  true 
import  of  all  scientific  terms. 

It  is  not  so  difficult  as  maj  be  conceived,  for  those  who  have 
l^oeived  no  classical  instruction,  by  a  resolute  perseverance  to 
become  self-taught  good  Latin  scholars. 

The  following  is  the  plan  we  have  had  occasion  to  advise 
Mfirentices  to  wmpt 

FiaST  YE  AX. 

Winter. -^l.   To  trandate  portions  of  tlie  Pharmcojxeit 


jRgrnoBfMCT  ffiie  Progrtn  •fM^Heal  SMie^ 

tjmihmmMf  «f  an  exmae;  bjr  wbidi  its  language  become^ 
imaSm.  And  here  it  may  be  remsrked,  that  the  disuse  c»f 
Ae  Latin  version  of  it,  idijch  is  very  muvenal,  b  a  very 
Mijiidlcious  pKacdee,  and  much  to  be  reprobated.  2.  Fre- 
quently to  examine  drugs,  and  compare  them  with  the  descrip- 
SKNV  m  the  Lomian  and  other  Ui^fenaoUmet.  3^  To  read 
M «>»AT*.  Ciaimtrf:  i«pe.tiiig  thoee  experiments  which  do  not 
weqpate  a  complicated  apparatus. 

5i»iiiier.-^8MiTH^8  Iniroducium  to  Botany — ^WiLDEKow'^a 
Jklrpdaefum  to  Bottmy  ■  Witheeikg^s  Botany:  comparing  as 
many  plants  as  can  be  procured^  with  the  descriptions  in  it» 
and  those  in  the  Di^ensaiory^ 

SECONO  YEAE. 

IITalm—HEKET^s  or  Thomson>  CAemwIry— *J.  Bcil^s 
ar  Ckesblden^s  ^aolomy-^BxcHEEAxn^s  Pfynology  «»  Geik 
coEY^s  CsiugMcf  at  Medidtut. 

iSkanaer .— WiTHSEiKo''s  Botaigf  «>  Miebsl^s  Ekmens  it 
HqfiktogU  Vegetate  et  de  JBotoalpie. 

THian  YEAE. 

IPtalcr.— GoEMK^s  Anatomy'^B.  Bellas  Surgery -^Cv^ 
tiBEV  Comparaiite  Anatomy^  or  BLUMSNBACifs— C.  Bcll''s 
Surgjkal  Opnaliwu. 

(aiMiKr.— WiTHEEixa^s  A^faity^-BarssoN^s  Principe^   dc; 
^^tffiM^-GEEooa Y^s  ^Eeoaomy  ojf  Nature. 

FOUTH  YEAE.  , 

ITmff  r.-— CiTLLEK^s  Ftr#e  £tiie»— Baillie^s  Morbid  Anatomy 
•— CutLEN^s  A'oM/cgy— Heistse^s  Compendnm  Anaiomicum 
•—Wilson  and  Poedyce  on  Fevera. 

ifaauNcr.— *MuEEAY*s  Materia  i/edica«^AUKn£Es  on  Mu^ 
wmd  IFolert— Faexe's  Chemical  E$§^i. 

\  riFTK  YEAE. 

fFiiUer.—FEEEXAE^s  Medical  Hiitoriee  and  Rejkctim^^ 
Dewmak*s  A/t(tfip(^ty  —  Smelue^s  P/olet  — >  Boeehaave> 
4pAortmf»HEBEEDEM*s  CoaiaicM(art<«fZ.altii>— Batemam^s 
Anopai$  of  Cutanibom  Dweiuef^—HuNTEE  oa  lAe  Feaereo/— 
Peaesov  dtUo— Abee^^^ethy^s  tSbyiba/  OkmMrftbas—ZiM* 
xeeman's  £x/>ert(eiicf— Oeeooey  ea  lAe  Dutiu  of  a  Pky$icia^ 
— Peecival's  Medical  ^''^ '- 


5viR«i€r.^LiMNEi  £faai(iila  JPslaatca-  ^aac  JViiliin&— 
BuFFON^s  Nahtral  iTuloty— Feieno'si  HiHo^^y  ff  Phyoi^^ 
OaFiz.A'8  TomWcgif— Xx>W4M'a  MvHtalofy. 


MMTttfrnpscT  of  tkt  Pingrtu  ifMtiiod  SdtnidL        $S 

wbaXS  OF  ESFisBENCX* 

Pabb^s  tAmian  Medical  Dictionarj^AiKZvi*s  CkemieatD&m 
liomrry— WooDvitLe*s  Medical  jBo/any— Mabtyn'^s  La^iguagB 
^BaUujjf. 

By  tbe  exerdie  of  reading,  if  no  othei;  advantage  vere  c!b« 
tahieM*  tlie  danger  of  falling  into  idle  habits  is  avoided,  tlie 
|iidgm.ept  is  schooled  in  ihe  practice  of  reflection,  the  memory 
IS  stDeqgthened,  and  a  vast  fund  of  theoretical  knowledge  is 
•mred.  Theory,  akine,  it  is  true,  would  avail  but  little  in 
|)moC]pe  i  biut  when  the  mind  has  the  guide  of  experience,  false 
ibeoiies  aoe  soon  corrected,  the  truest  inductions  follow,  anl 
the  student  so  well  founded  forms  the  soundest  practitioner. 

But  where  opportunities  for  dissecting  human  bodies  ane 
wanting,  there  is  much  to  be  learnt  from  comparative  anatonm 
Tlie  practice  of  dissecting  and  examining  the  structure  of  the 
lowier  orders  of  animals  is  highly  instructive.  It  likewist 
leadies  a  facility  uid  dexterity  in  the  use  of  the  knife,  and  ga^ 
dually  fits  youth  for  purstiits  of  hi^^er  importance,  imd  nioiae 
immediately  tlie  objects  of  his  investigation. 

There  are  also  some  chemical  experiments  which  urill  ht 
fcwkd  described  in  elementary  books,  and  which,  though  simnl^ 
fomj  be  tried  unaided  by  the  practical  chemist  Thus,  nrst 
principles  being  implanted,  an  attachment  to  sdentific  researdus 
and  a  rtvpeei  for  the  arts  naturally  result. 

Botany,  which  has  been  so  unaccountably  neglected  by  the 
Englisli,  while  it  has  been  cherished  with  the  fondest  predilecw 
tion  by  our  continental  neighbours,  is  one  of  the  most  pleastnj; 
and  useful  studies:  the  scenes  for  which  every  garden,  fieUC 
and  wood  present  It  is  easy,  by  examining  the  list  of  the 
Materia  Medica,  to  conceive  that  one  acquainted  with  botany^ 
is  more  than  half  conversant  with  the  natural  history  of  tne 
substances  ti^  in  pharmai^. 

A  youth  oominjv  to  tlie  medical  ftchools  of  London,  havim 
passed  such  a  noviciate,  will  find  all  his  future  studies  facile  ana 
deliditful ;  and  may  look  forward  with  confidence  to  the  nKMt 
brilliant  success. 

Having  delivered  our  sentsroents  so  fully  on  the  subject  of 
education,  we  will  finally  advert  to  the  Act  for  the  better  re- 
gulation of  the  practice  of  Apothecaries ;  which  constitutes  a 
very  proper  corollary  to  so  important  a  disquisition. 

^^'^e  had  long  entertained  the  notion,  that  neither  the  puUie 
nor  thu  profession  was  fiiUy-sensible  how  much  the  interests  of 
both  are  concerned  in  the  provisions  of  tliat  measure.  We 
thought  we  had  done  our  sliare,  as  far  as  the  interests  of  the 
latter  were  afi'ected^  by  publislling  '.lie  Act  itself  s  end  sulw 
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quently  the  regulatians  of  the  Court  of  Eiaminers,  and  also  by 
yeplyiiig  at  large  to  numerous  apj^cants  for  explanations.  Ne* 
Tertneless,  we  were  exceedingly  rejoiced  to  read  in  the  J/omtW 
Chronicle  of  Tuesday,  December  the  5th  ult.  a  letter  si^ed 
Philo^Medicusj  that  takes  a  clear  yiew  of  the  real  objects  o?  thji 
Act »  as  it  relates  to  the  public ;  and  also  makes  some  forcible 
veniarks  worthy  the  attention  of  the  general  practitioner ;  and 
which,  for  the  sake  especially  of  our  junior  brethren,  ought  ta 
l>e  published  through  the  medium  of  a  Journal  devoted  to  pro- 
fessional subjects.  Although  copying  from  a  newspaper  ho 
contrary  to  our  rules,  yet,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  we  wilt 
add  to  the  usual  number  of  our  pages  to  give  room  for  its  in- 
sertion.   (Vide  Medical  aki>  rHvsiCAL  Intelligence.) 

Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  yet  there  are  indubitable  proofs 
that  the  medical  practitioners  have  suffered  individuals  to  com- 
nenoe  practice  as  Apothecaries,  in  many  places,  since  the  passing 
«f  the  Act^  who  have  no  just  pretension,  either  from  their  edu« 
cation  or  possession  of  a  certificate  of  their  qualifications.  This 
lA  sanctioning  an  imposition,  of  the  evils  ot  which  tliemselves 
kave  most  loudly  complained,  and  which  will  prove  highly 
injiirioUs  to  them.  Whatever  may  be  the  consequence,  therc- 
|bre,of  their  suphieness  and  want  of  respect  to  the  character 
lliey  have  to  sustain,  they  know  full  well  whom  to  blame. 
The  Legislature  has  given  the  Apothecary  a  rank  in  society, 
suitable  to  the  importance  of  his  character,  and  certain  incon- 
trovertible rights.  It  is  by  their  own  conduct,  and  by  the 
exertion  €£  a  due  vi^lance  over  those  who  would  thus  intrude^ 
that  Apothecaries  can  best  preserve  the  former,  and  defend  the 
latter :  and  when  thoy  forget  that  they  are  themselves  the 
conservators  of  what  they  have  with  so  much  difficulty  acquired^ 
they  must  not  e:![pect  to  be  regarded  or  remunerated  as  the 
'ptof)»sors  of  a  libenJ  science^ 

For  ourselves,  wc  have  earnestly  endeavoured,  both  in  our 
public  and  private  capacities,  to  promote  the  advancement  of 
Medicine,  and  to  uphold  the  honour  and  dignity  of  every  branch 
f>f  it ;  and  thus  having  fulfilled  our  paramount  duty  as  far  as 
%'e  arc  able,  we  shall  in  future  abstain  from  further  remarks^ 
|n  the  hope  that  time  will  aj^ly  the  proper  correctives* 


^>»%»^f»%%^%»%»^%»^<% 
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PART  I. 


OR10INAL    COMMUNICATIONS. 


I. 

A  General  View  of  the  Dkeasei  mualfy  occurring  in  Boys  during 
the  Period  between  Infancy  and  Pubertjfy  deduced  from  Obter- 
vation  of  those  in  Chrisfs  Hospital  By  Henry  Field, 
Member  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  London,  and 
Apothecary  to  Christ'^s  Hospital. 
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The  auttmuial  season  has  afforded  but  little  opportunity  for 
medioal  observatioiis.  The  mcMiths  of  September  and  October 
exhibited  very  fine  and  seasonable  weather ;  tlie  former  of  these 
was  unusually  warm.  The  eai'ly  part  of  November  was  mQd; 
but  before  the  middle  of  the  month,  winter  made  its  appearance 
with  severity  very  unusual  at  this  season,  and  continued  nearly 
the  same  diiiing  the  remainder  of -the  montli.  Miu^  snow  feu 
in  yiy^ous  parts  of  the  kino;dom. 

"Diseases  of  the  primas  vise  prevailed  much  during  the  month 
of  September,  but  were  in  general  slight,  and  soon  removed. 
Scarlatina  an^nosa  lias  continued  among  the  boys,  more  or  less, 
during  the  mide  of  the  present  period,  but  has  been  for  the 
-most  put  very  miM,  and  in  eiery  instance  has  terminated  fa- 
^ttourably.  It  is  somewliat  sii^ular  that  this  (Hseaae  has  existed 
m  the  8obool%duraigtbe  vfade  of  the  summer,  and  yet  there, 
have  seldom  been  more  than  three  or  four  cases  of  H  in  the  in- 
firmary at  the  same  time,  and  usually  only  one  or  two.  Upon 
former  oocasibna  when  this  disorder  prevailed,  it  has  seldom 
lasted  libove  two  or  three  months;  and  the  number  of  boys  un- 
dergoing it,  hsis  been  then  much  greater  than  the  wgregitte  of 
the  last  seven,  or  ei^ht  months,  perhaps  nearly  (^Ue  to  it. 
Though  scarlatina  seldom  takes  place  a  second  time  in  the  same 
subject ;  yet,  as  nearly  two  years  have  elapsed  since  it  was  last 
epidemical  in  the  school,  and  there  is  a  continual  succession  of 
fresh  boys,  this  remarkable  difference  cannot  be  .explained  upon 
die  supposition  that  the  boys  have  already  in  general  unoer- 
gone  it. 

November,  thou^  much  the  coldest  of  die  autumnal  months^ 
has  been  the  most  feealtby.  Indeed,  a  few  inflammatory  s<N-e^ 
tbrdats.were  the  only  diseases  of  any  consequence  occurring  in 
it 

There  has  beeti  only  one  death  during  the  present  period.— 
C.  R.  of  the  Royal  Mathematical  Schom,  aged  15}  years,  was 
attacked  early  in  the  month  of  July  with  cough,  fever,  and  ge- 
neral catarrhal  symptoms,  accompanied  with  great  prostration 
of  strength  and  dejection  of  spirits.  Though  the  symptoms  of 
bodily  msease  were  much  alleviated,  yet  he  contuiued-  very 
weak,  and  his  lowness  of  spirits  were  unabated.  It  being  es- 
teemed probable  that  country  «r  would  have  a  tendency  to 
counteract  these,  he  was  removed  to  Hertford  in  the  early  nart 
of  August,  where  he  remained  until  the  middle  of  Octooer^ 
when  he  returned  to  London.  It  was  now  obvious  that  no 
benefit  had  been  derived  from  this  chan^ ;  on  the  contriuy^ 
both  debility  and  nervous  depression  had  increased,  and'bcii^ 
mujch  more  emaciated,  his  symptoms  were  supposed  to  indicate 
dironic  phthisis.  Though  nc  nad  a  constant  cough,  yet  the 
pulse  and  temperature  of  the  bodywerc  buttery  bttfettbo^e 
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^if  Owdl  9t«kidard ;  and  fittle  or  bo  espectomtioii  at.  Wf 
time  took  plaoe,  nor  was  tJiere,  nt  this  ttme,  madb  difficulty  14 
Kqiiratioiiw  la  this  manner  the  disease  proceeded,  with  bill 
snali  variation  in  any  respect  until  about  two  davs  pnor  to  hi^ 
dea^.  On  the  Mth  of  November  he  yfm  so  well  as  to  sit  Mp 
Heariy  the  whole  of  the  day :  on  the  following  Dooming,  hif 
pulse  w^  observed  to  Jbe  much  increased  in  fveqiiency ;  he  w|i$ 
unable  to  rise  from  his  bed;  his  breathing  became  very.lidbor 
lions ;  and  it  was  obvious,  that,  without  a  considerable  amelio- 
raUon  of  symptoms,  the  vital  actions  would  be  soon  overcome. 
Tie  survived  only  until  the  mominff  of  the  19th,  The  pecu- 
liarities attending  this  case  rendered  it  desirable  to  ascectain 
the  nature  of  the  malady ;  and,  with  the  consent  of  hia  relations* 
khe  body  was  examined  by  Mr.  Stanley,  on  Tuesday  the  21st 
of  November,  wh(<n  the  followiag  appearances,  asoommunicated 
by  hun,  were  observed. 

DISSECTION. 

***  In  both  sides  of  the  thorax  there  was  ftnind  a  very  con- 
Mderabte  quantity^f  water,  as  also  in  the  pericardium.  Th^ 
pleura  beioDfinng'  to  each  kmff  exMbited  the  ordinary  eSkOiA 
f^lUns  froif  inflatiimation  i^this  membrane,  sueh  as  thicken^ 
JBg,  witn  effusion  of  lymph  fitom  its  internal  surface,  formitig 
bands  of  adhesion  between  the  (^aposite  surfaces  of  the  pleura 
eofitalis  and'  puhndnalis.  The  substance  of  the  lungs  was 
healthy,  as  was  likewise  the  heart.  In  the  abdomen  was  also 
found  a  considerable  quantity  of  water.  The  viscera  were  ge» 
nerally  healthy,  but  the  peritoneum  was  in  various  parts 
ohan^Hl  in  its  structure:  there  being  considerable  thickening  of 
the  membmne,  with  the  deposition  of  small  white  tubercles  in 
its  texture.  These  changes  were  more  particularly  seen  in  the 
peritoneum  forming  the  mesentery,  and  also  in  the  omentum.'^ 

Upon  comparing  the  symptoms  which  were  observed  in  this 
patient  with  the  appearances  upon  dissection,  it  seeuis  probable, 
that,  though  the^e  miglit  have  been  some  efRision  of  fluid  in 
"the  caiiier  stages,  yet  tliat  it  could  not  iiave  existed  long  with- 
«ut  beii^  attendee!  with  symptoms  more  cliaracteristic  of  water 
in  the  chest  It  is  particularly  to  be  noticed  that  the  pulse 
never  discovered  any  dispoatidu  to  intermission  or  irregularity, 
nor  was  there  any  palptation  oi*  the  heart. 

Having  now  completed  the  second  year  of  my  reports,  I 
shall  conclude  with  a  brief  summary,  exhibiting  at  one  view 
tlie  cnore  important  circumstances  of  disease  which  have  oc- 
curred in  this  house  during  tlie  year. 

Measles  and  scarlet  fever  have  both  prevailed ;  the  f<»ine'r 

Srincipally  iu  January;  and  the  latter,   as  already  mentioned, 
uring  the  summer  and  autumnal  quarters.    Add  to  this,  fever 
has  been  a  Very  frequent' disease,  particularly  in  May,  June, 

%2 


«t»  ^ 


"66  Orif^md  Camnumicaiunu.  ^ 

tad  July.  The  ycftr  must,  therefore,  be  conadered  as  having 
been  very  unhealthy.  The  fatality  has  been,  in  consequence, 
unusually  great.  Nine  deaths  have  taken  place  during  this 
period :  namely,  four  from  fever ;  one  from  measles ;  two  from 
nydrocephahis^;  one  from  hydrothorax ;  and  one  from  phthisis 
pulmonalia.  The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  nito  the 
infirmary,  and  included  in  these  reports,  has  been  414,  which 
is  104  more  than  in  the  preceding  year*. 

II. 

Cases  of  Cholera  Morbus  successfully  IrcaUd  with  Dilute  Ni^ 
trie  Acid.  By  CHaisTOPiiEa  Bowes,  Surgeon-Apothecary, 
llichnumd,  Yorkshire. 

Case  I. 

On  the  18th  of  September  last  I  wa<¥  called  in  the  morning 
to  Mrs.  Y  '  ,  who  was  suffering  under  severe  pain  in  the 
bowels,  attended  with  bilious  vomiting  and  pnr^ng,  which  had 
come  on  the  preceding  day.  I  ordered  her  to  dilute  freely  with 
barley-water,  &c.  and  to  take  a  mucilaginous  draught  with 
laudanum  every  three  or  four  hours.  This  plan  was  followed* 
without  producing?  any  permanent  relief,  till  the  evening  of  the 
22d ;  when  my  mend.  Dr.  Wilson,  of  this  town,  vi^ted  her, 
and  suggested  to  me  the  use  of  nitric  acid,  which,  he  had  exhi- 
bited with  success  in  a  case  of  chronic  diarrhcea;  and  which  he 
and  I,  in  concert,  had  also  administered  with  very  good  effect 
to  a  man  labouring  under  dysentery.  The  following  mixture 
was  prescribed  for  Mrs.  Y. : 

B(-  Infus.  Calumbfle 

Aq.  Cinnam.  a  a  f  ^j. 

Acid«  Nitric  dilut.  YixxvL^-M.      Ft  mist     Smn.  coch.  ii 
qiiarta  quaque  bora. 

The  first  dose  afforded  her  ()ome  ease,  and  the  next  morning 
we  found  her  considerably  l)ctter.  The  niediciipe  was  continued 
durinc  the  23d  and  84thj  though  the  pun,  vomiting,  and  pur- 
ging had  already  ceased.  She  afterwards  took  a  tonic  mixture 
for  a  few  days  on  account  uf  weakness,  but  had  no  return  of 
cholera. 

Cass  IL 

Lady       ■■       was  attacked  in  the  night  of  the  23d  of  Sept. 

»        II-..     ■  ■!      I  ■     ..        .  ».     I  ■  .  ■  '■■!-■■■        -  , 

•*  This  quarterly  view  forming  a  part  of  the  present  volume,  we 
could  not  consistently  introduce  its  accompanying  table  in  a  Retro* 
sped  of  the  period  wnich  the  last  comprises.— >£di  to  as. 
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vith  pain  in  the  bowels,  purging,  and  sickness.  I  saw  her  next 
morning,  and  prescribed  dituentsi  and  opiates,  which  aCToxded 
some  temporary  relief  during  the  day ;  but  the  complaint 
niQstly  returnea  in  the  evening.  Having  observed  the  ^reat 
benefat  derived  from  the  nitric  Acid  in  the  preceding  case,  I  de- 
termined to  try  it  in  this.  My  patient  beijig  a  lady  of  rank,  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  apprize  her  of  the  natureoi  the  remedy 
that  was  going  to  oe  admmistered,  fearing  that  her  prejudices 
might  be  slK)cked  when  she  found  that  I  was  giving  her  acids 
in  a  bowel  complaint.  She  however  consented  to  make  the  trial ;. 
and  on  the  26th  she  began  with  the  following  draught,  which 
was  repeated  every  four  hours : 

]^  Infus.  Calumba^ 

Aq.  Cinnani.  a  a  f3vi.         * 

Acid.  Nitric,  dilut.  y\\\y. — M.      Ft  hausL 

When  I  visited  her  on  the  27th,  I  found  her  considerably 
better,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  she  was  free  from  com- 
plaint.' 

Case  III. 

Oct.  13th.— About  8  A.M.  I  was  called  in  great  haste  to 
M.  D.  a  middle-aged  woman,  who,  the  messenger  informed  me, 
wrfs  thought  to  l)e  dying.  I  found  her  supported  on  the  side 
of  a  bed  by  two  women,  who  told  me  she  ha^l  been  attacked  in 
the  night  with  violent  pain  in  her  bowels,  attended  with  inces* 
sant  vomiting  and  purging,  and  also  the  cramp  in  her  lower 
•xtvemities.     She  appeai*ed  io  be  in  a  state  of  syncope ;  her 

fulse  being  scarcely  perceptible.     As  she  was  unaole  to  speak, 
was  obliged  to  lie  satished  with  the  report  of  her  attendants. 
I  ofdered  ner  to  begin  with  the  following  mixture  immediately. 

R.  Aq.  Cinnam.  f ,^iv. 

Acid.  Nitric.  dHut.  TJ^xx. — M.     FL  misL 
Sum.  ooch.  j  maj.  quaque  horA. 

At  10  A.M.  I  saw  her  again ;  she  had  taken  two  doses  of 
the  medicine ;  and  the  p£un,  vomiting,  and  purging,  had  consi- 
derably abated.  She  was  now  able  to  answer  questions  in  a 
faint  voice.  I  visited  her  in  the  e^i^ning,  and  found  her  much 
better.  On  the  14th,  when  I  saw  her,  she  told  me  all  her  com- 
plaints had  left  her,  except  the  cramp,  which  continued  rather 
troublesome.  She  was  *t:ll  \QYy  feeble.  The  following  was 
prescribed : 

Bi.  Infus.  Calurabfe  f  Jiv. 

Acid.  Nitric,  dilut.  n^xvL — M.    Ft  mistura. 
Sum.  coch.  ij.  quarta  quaque  hora. 

On  the  15th  she  was  stronger,  and  the  cramp  much  lessened. 
On  the  16th,  free  from  every  complaint  but  weakness,  from 
wliich  slie  recovered  in  a  few  days. 


10  Or^gmud  Ctnimmieaihm* 

Cawp  IV. 

Oct.  14.— ;Ii»  thfc  morning  I  was  called  to  visit  A.  M.  an- 
other mjdttle-aj^  woman,  wno  told  me  she  bad  been  attaeke^ 
in  the  ^ght  with  great  ptidn  in  her  bowels,  attended  with  to- 
tnitin^  and  purging.     I  gave  her  the  following  mixture : 

K*  Aq.  Cinnam.  f§iv. 

Acid.  Nitric  diluL  nixx. — ^M.   FtmistHi^ 
Sum.  ooch,  ij.  quarts  quaque  horft. 

I  saw  her  again  in  the  evening ;  she  had  had  neither  vomit* 
ing  nor  purging  nnce  she  began  with  the  mixture,  and  the 
pain  had  nearly  left  her.  On  tne  15lh,  when  I  called  on  her 
m  the  morning,  I  found  her  occupied  with  her  domestic  affairs^ 
free  from  every  complaint  but  weakness. 

Thesb  four  cases  of  Chd^a  I  have  selected,  as  being 
the  fnost  severe,  from  ten  that  I  have  treated  •  with  Qitria 
acid.  They  had  all  a  speedy  and  favourable  termination.  No 
relapse  occurred  in  anyone  of  them,  which  is  not  the  case  when 
the  disease  is  treated  with  opium ;  as  I  have  found  it  frequently 
return  when  I  had  hopea  it  was  subdued.  Costiveness  was 
not  induced  in  any  instance ;  and  the  stools  generally  resumed 
their  natural  appearance  the  day  after  the  medicine  was  first 
administered.  It  is  curious,  and  may  be  worthy  of  remark, 
tliat  every  patient  that  lias  come  under  my  cai^e,  with  cliolera, 
tlus  autumn,  has  been  a  female. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  explmn  the  modus  operandi  of  nitric 
acid  in  this  disease,  out  remain  content  with  having  stated  the 
fact. 

n*^  Mr.  Bowes  has  since  coromuuicated  to  us  two  more 
cases  of  Cholera^  treated  with  similar  success  with  the  same 
yemedy.— Editors. 


When  We  reflect  on  the  many  important  papers,  and  the 
character  of  the  respected  %uthors*wh)di  fill  and  embellish  the 
volumes  of  the  Repository^  wc  cannot  but  experience  a  degree 
of  honest  pride  and  satisfaction  ;  and  entreat  our  various  cor« 
respondents  to  accept  our  due  acknowlodgnients  for  the  interest 
their  labours  chiefly  have  conferred  u))on  Uiem.  fiut  we  are 
conscious,  however  important  the  subjects  or  respectable  the 
diaracters  of  the  writers,  that  the  dcpirtment  of  Ohigikai. 
CoMMUKiCATioNs  might  be  considerably  and  uistructively 
€9Ltended. 

To  encourage  Medical  Prnrtitioncrs,  whom  repugnance  to 
the  disclosure  of  their  names  deters  from  publishing  the  many 
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rahiaUe  cases  of  diseases,  and  pf  morbid  appearafices  in  ibutt 
living  and  the  dead,  which  occur  in  their  practice,  we  pro- 
pose to  appropriate  a  space  in  tliis  Part  to  the  reception  of 
such  Facts  as  may  be  entrusted  to  us. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  mdce  this  arrangement,  whid)  wt 
trust  will  prove  acceptable,  we  must  deprecate  the  motives 
which,  from  a  false  delicacy,  prevent  those,  who  have  both  abi- 
lities and  opportunities,  from  adding  tlieir  oontributioDS  to  the 
improvement  of  medicine.  However,  m  we  are  unable,  either 
by  precept  or  example,  to  overcome  this  feeling,  we  will  respect 
it ;  and  when  we  are  favoured  with  any  case  or  fact  worthy  of 
publication,  and  mtbstantiated  hy  the  real  address  of  the  communu 
cator^  which  we  pledge  ourselves  most  solemnly  to  respect,  we 
will  interpose  our  own  responsibility  for  its  authenticity. 

Hitherto  the  cases  of  our  monthly  Reporters  or  those 
trhich  have  occurred  in  our  own  practice  that  were  brief,  but 
jet  practically  useful,  have  been  confined  to  the  Obbsrva* 
TiOKs  OS  Prevailing  Diseases,  attached  to  the  Registers 
OF  Diseases.  These  we  shall  in  future  place  more  promi- 
nently; and,  together  with  such  additional  communications  as 
we  anticipate  receiving,  publish,  periodically  and  impartially, 
under  the  head  of 

AUTHENTICATED  CASES, 
OBSERVATIONS,   and   DISSECTIONS. 


I.-— ul  Case  ofApf^lmf. 

Mr.  F.  a  gentleman  aged  34,  of  short  stature,  a  scrofulod^ 
habit,  of  active  mind,  and  who  had  been  for  some  years  subject 
to  dyspepsia,  on  the  6th  of  October  last,  in  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
accompanied  Wilson  the  Pedestrian  on  Blackheath  twenty-one 
miles  of  his  arduous  task.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  he 
walked  nine  miles  more.  From  that  time  he  felt  extraordinary 
weariness  to  the  10th,  when  he  complained  of  head-ache,  which 
increased  till  the  13th, when  it  became  violent,  and  he  was  attacked 
with  nausea  and  vomiting.  His  bowels  bad  been  constipated 
during  this  period.  About  noon  he  had  a  fit,  having  the  cha- 
racter of  epilepsy,  which  lasted  about  half  an  hour ;  from 
which  time  nis  senses  were  but  imperfectly  restored.  During 
the  day  there  were  slight  returns  of  these  fits.  At  12  P.  M. 
4QPther  attack  nearly  carxie4  him  offl    He  pawed  the  night 
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Tenr  disturbedly,  and  at  10  A.  M.  of  die  I4tl),  a  recnmnce  o^ 
H  octroyed  him. 

No  medieal  advice  had  been  sought  till  tlie  morning  of  the 
]3tb,  wh^,  as  he  would  not  submit  to  being  bled,  he  was 
cupped  lai^Iy^  a  blister  appKed  to  his  neck,  and  was  briskly 

purged.  .  .        ,  4 

Appearance*  on  Dissection,  •—  On  examining  the  cavity 
of  the  cranium,  tlie  vei^s  of  the  pui  mater  were  very  turgid 
with  blood ;  there  y^&s  considerable  eifu«on  on  the  pos- 
terior lobe  of  the  right  hemisphere  of  the  cerebrum ;  upon 
cutting  into  which,  there  was  a  large  coagulum  found,  weigh- 
ing about  half  »n  ounce :  this  appeared  to  have  issued  from  a 
rupture  of  the  longitudinal  sinus  at  its  junction  with  the  left 
lateral  »nus ;  in  which  was  observed  a  rend  of  about  one  third 
of  an  inch.  There ^  was  no  i^ccumulation  of  water  in  the  ven- 
tricles, nor  any  other  morbid  appearance.  All  the  abdominal 
viscera  were  healthy*  excepting  a  slight  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  peritoneum  covering  the  liver  and  the  adjacent  iiw 
testines. 

II.— --rf  Case  of  InfiammatioTt  of  (he  Ghttu* 

An  unmaiTied  female,  ac^ed  30,  was  admitted  into  the  Royal 
Infirmary  at  Edinbiirirli,  March  20th,  1815,  labouring  under 
a  fever  of  the  typhoid  type ;  from  which,  however,  she  was  re- 
ported to  be  a)nvalescent  about  the  30th,  when  symptoms  arose 
which  form  the  subject  of  these  particulars.  She  had  for  a  few 
days  past  complained  of  soreness  of  her  throat,  which  had  not 
particularly  attracted  the  attention  of  her  physician,  till 
the  eveninff  of  April  the  1st,  when,  about  5  P.M.  she  was  at- 
tacked with  severe  rigors,  and  complained  very  much  of  her 
throat.  A  blister  was  applied  to  tlie  external  fauces,  which 
rose  well  and  quickly.  At  1 1  P.M.  she  experienced  great  dif- 
ficulty of  breathing,  accompanied  with  a  sibilous  noise;  op 
being  requested  to  cough,  it  produced  a  sound  somewhat  ic^ 
iiembling  that  heard  in  croup,  only  not  so  full,  and  more  hissing? 
she  was  almost  totally  unable  to  swallow,  but  compl^ncd  of  no 
pain  :  the  noise  was  chicHy  produced  in  inspiration.  Respira- 
tion was  slower  than  natural ;  and  in  some  attempts  to  expire, 
it  could  not  be  cfTectcKi  without  cough.  No  swelling  could  be 
observed  on  inspecting  the  external  fauces  and  throat,  nor  any 
inflammation  or  enlargement  of  the  internal  fauces;  pressure 
on  the  back  part  of  the  tongue  produced  great  distress :  a  view 
of  the  epiglottis  could  not  be  obtained.  She  represented  her 
feelino*  as  if  some  extraneous  body  was  lodged  in  her  throat 
stopping  her  breath,  and  olten  thrust  her  lingers  to  the 
back  oflier  tongue,  as  if  desiring  to  dislodge  it.     The  ooui>> 
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tenance  was  livid,  and  indicated  great  anxiety.     The  mental 
Acuities  were  unimpaired. 

At  about  one  A.  M.  she  was  found  labouring  under  the^ 
iC^ptomsjust  descibed,  when  a  draught  composed  of  tinct  opii. 
VI  xxx.  sp.  8etheris  sulph.  f^ss.  and  tne  inhalation  of  the  steam' 
of  warm  water  were  prescribed.     She  took  the  draught  with 
mujsh  difficulty,  and  was  unable  to  use  the  inhalation  but  a  short' 
time.     The  symptoms  increased  rapidly;  respiration  became 
extremely  slow  and  laborious ;  the  countenance  pallid ;  and  at 
about  a  quarter  before  two  ishe  was  found  moribund. 

After  the  means  above  described  had  been  used,  without 
any  eiFect,  and  respiration  had  ceased,  the  lun^s  were  inflated 
for  some  time ;  but  no  motion  of  the  heart  could  be  produced. 
On  introducing  a  tube  into  the  glottis,  the  epiglottis  was  thought 
to  be  swollen. 

Appearances  on  Dissectian.^^The  inner  membrane  of  the 
upper  compartment  of  the  larynx,  called  the  glottis,  was  found 
greatly  thickened.  The  thictcening  extended  over  the  whole 
mucous  membrane  of  the  epiglottis  to  its  fnenum,  and  to  the 
mueous  membrane  of  the  root  of  the  tongue ;  over  the  top  of 
the  arytenoid  cartilages,  to  the  mucous  membrane  lining  them ; 
behind,  and  forming  a  part  of  tlie^arface  of  the  pharynx. 
Within  the  glottis  itself,  the  thickenilig  was  greatest  on  the 
right  side,  wnere  the  right  laryngeal  ventricle  was  consequently 
very  much  diminished.  The  rima  of  the  glottis  did  not  seem 
in  the  least  affected :  the  folds  of  the  inner  membrane,  called 
the  vocal  cords,  wereof  Uieir  usual  thinness ;  nor  was  the  lower- 
compartment  of  the  larynx,  nor  any  part  of  the  trachea,  at  all 
altered.  The  cavity  of  the  chest  was  opened,  and  the  lungs 
found  perfectly  natural.  There  were  about  six  ounces  of  yel-- 
lowish  transparent  serum  in  the  pericardium ;  but  the  heart 
was  healthy. 

I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  observing  the  progress  of 
the  febrile  stages  in  tnis  woman,  with  the  other  attendants ;  but 
none  of  us  could  call  to  mind  any  symptoms  indicative  of  hy* 
drops  pericardii. 

III.'^Rupiure  of  the  Cystic  Duct  by  a  Biliary  Calculus. 

A  lady,  aged  about  57,  who  had  for  some  years  been  subject  to 

derangement  of  tht>  biliary  secretions,,  visited  Cheltenham  this- 

autumn,  for  the  benefit  other  health  ;  from  which  she  returned 

better  in  her  Qwn  opinion,  but  by  no  means  so  in  that  of  her 

medical  attendant 

She  went  out  in  her  carriage,  as  usual,  one  mommg  in 
November ;  and  was  active  in  her  ordinary  pursuits.  She  sud* 
denly  felt  herself  very  faint,  and  in  a  short  time  violent  retcl>. 

VQL.  v.— ^0.  25.  ^ 
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ings  ensued,  vfhvcti  pontihued  for  sevei?!  hoiirs,  during  which 
lier  skiii  b«»me  tinged  of  a  deep  yellow, 

When  the  vomltinff  ceaspd,  oh^  sunk  intp  ^  lethprgtc  state, 
an4  <^i^  ^he  9aine  night 


Pissection.— On  examining  the  body,  it  was  found  that  a 
calculus- had  passed  from  t}ie  gallrWadder  into  the  pystic  duct, 
^d  being  too  large  to  pass  furthei?,  h^,  probably  from  tlie 
effects  ot  violent  retchings,  rupture^  the  duct,  ^d  occasioaed 

her  death.  , 

A  precisely  simijar  case  occurred  in  thp  sapae  gentlemaq  s 

practi/ce  about  a  year  and  a  half  before, 


fy  consequence  of  the  length  to  which  the  Bstro^pbct  has  extpidcd^ 
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PART  IV, 

FOREIGN  Ml^DlCAL  SCIENCJ^  AND 

LITERATURE. 

^EACTYCE  O^  MEDICIiqS. 

I. — Cass  of  Hydrothorax  cured  by  paracentesis ;  by  ii/t 
Xsabeau^  Surgepn  of  the  Hospital  de  Gien*. 

^^  A  soldier  of  the  40th  r^ppnt  of  tjie  line,  nfifned  /o//f', 
was  removed  trom  \(i%  corps,  on  acpqu^it  of  insurbordipatiun^ 
into  a  regiment  of  pioneers  sti^tioned  at  Bourses.  Tliis  young 
nian,  aced  24  years,  travelling  in  thefpontb  of  July,  being  very 
)ipt  and  fatigued,  laid  down  pnder  some  trees,  where  he  slept 
and  passed  a  great  part  of  the  night,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cliateauneuf,  near  Orleans* 

**i  Upon  awaking,  he  felt  cold,  and  his  clothes  wer^  mpist 
from  the  nicht  deWf  In  this  &tate  he  continued  his  iuurney^ 
arrived  at  Gien,  and  entered  the  hospit^  op  the  8th  of  July.  A 
few  hours,  after  his  admission,  lie  felt  only  as  pne  would  do  who, 
after  much  fatij^ue,  finds  a  good  bed,  some  provisions,  and 
liopes  to  pass  a  few  days  in  tranquillity.  The  next  day,  how- 
ever, he  cpinpliuned  or  a  slight  oppression  on  his  brpath,  a  little 
heat,  and  general  illness.  He  was  then  put  upon  a  pvoper 
diet,  with  th^  use  of  a  jliaphoretic  ptisan,  used  me  warm  batli 
every  two  days,  and  was  ruobed  in  the  evenidg  oyer  the  whole 
body  with  flfuu^I.  These  inefqis  employed  for  nine  or  ten  days 
appeared  to  procure  relief. 


•**- 


*  Bdktmd€UFacM^dtMidecin€isPmris,\^U,}i^ym.^4i0h 
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**  The  patient,  however^  frequently  (Experienced  a  sensation 
bf  suffocation,  could  neither  walk  nor  take  the  least  exercise 
without  being  stopped  by  a  very  uncomfortable  difficulty  of' 
breathing,  and  by  de^ees  he  felt  a  peculiar  sensation  of  pain 
when  he  lay  upon  the  right  side.  The  oppression  increased 
evei^y  day  i  and  m  a  shwt  time,  whenever  lie  lay  on  his  right 
feride^  a  icind  of  beating  was  felt«in  the  integuments  of  the  left 
side  of  the  thoraxi  At  last  all  the  symptoms  of  an  effusion  in 
the  interior  of  tlie  «liest  manifested  themselves,  particularly 
when  percussion  was  employed  ;  although  it  was  tlien  only  nine- 
teen diays  since  Jolli  haa  slept  in  tlie  damp,  and  sixteen  since 
his  entrance  into  the  hospital.  Next  morning,  about  six  oY^lock, 
Afi  YsabeaU  performea  the  operation  of  paracentesis  in  the 
thgtax  with  d  flat  canula;  when  five  pints  of  a  limpid  inodorous 
fluid  flowed  from  the  wound.  Care  was  taken  to  allow  the 
fluid  to  flow  slowly  and  at  intei'vals ;  so  that  a  slight  ecchy- 
mosis  and  a  little  emphysema  only  were  observccH  A  dry 
pledget)  steeped  in  tepid  wine^  with  a  b&ndage  round  the  body» 
were  th^  sole  means  tnen  employed;  The  patient'  was  told  to 
lie  particularly  oil  the  side  operated  upon^  that  any  fluid  re- 
maining might  dischiirge  itselA 

*^Upon  the  seventh  day  the  woutid  appeared  cicatrising:  on 
the  following,  the  pledget  was  taken  away,  and  the  compresses, 
with  the  bandages  round  the  body)  \e(i  for  about  twelve  days 
longer.  A  h^t  infusion  of  vulnerary  plants  was  the  only 
internal  medieme  exhibited.  Tlie  patient  left;  the  hospital  on 
the  10th  of  August  in  good  health,  thirty-three  days  af\er  his 
*  admission ;  and  three  months  aflerwai'ds  he  had  experienced 
, no  kind  of  relapse.'* 

II. — Heim  on  the  applying  of  cold  vater  in  the  cure  ofHydro^ 
eephalwt.  Professor  Hcimj  a  celebrated  physician  at  Berlin,  an- 
nounces that  he  has  found  the  following  mode  of  treatment 
very  efficacious  in  this  disease.  Hitherto  he  bjAd  washed  the 
head  only  with  cold  water ;  but  he  now  recommends,  when 
there  is  evident  conation  of  tlie  brain,  and  the  child  becomes 
eon^tose  or  lethargic,  and  declines  the  breast  or  food,  the  hair 
being' first  removed,  tliat  a  piece  of  cotton  or  many  threads  of 
worsted  should  lie  twisted,  and  applied  as  a  band  round  the  head^ 
in  the  course  a  saw  would  be  directed  in  an  anatomical  examina- 
tion :  this  {Nrecaution  he  thinks  prevents  the  water  from  rust 
nin^  off  too  fast,  and  coming  on  other  parts  not  intended  to  hff 
cooled.  Then  the  child  being  placed  across  the  lap  of  an 
attendant,  with  its  head  projected,  and  the  face  downwards,  ica^ 
cold  water  is  to  be  poured,  by  means  of  a  funnel,  from  a  height 
«f  six  inches  or  a  toot,  round,  and  on  the  head.  This  shoujid 
beQontinued  unceasingly  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  a  time.; 
therefore  a  thiird  attendant  should  be  rerdy  with  plenty  of  tbepre- 
pared  water.     The  running  water  may  be  received  in  ft  vesjset 
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placed  under  the  chUd^s  head.  The  part  should  then  be  wiped 
dryland  thechild  be  put  into  a  moderatelywarmedbed.  In  aoout 
an  hour  the  affusion  should  be  repeated,  and  so  continued  for 
twenty-four  hours ;  the  second  day  it  is  repeated  in  the  same 
way  every  two  hours ;  the  next,  at  longer  intervals ;  and  is 
thus  persevered  in  till  the  child  recovers  or  expires.  At  all 
events,  this  practice  is  never  discontinued  entirely  till  the  child 
recovers  from  the  lethargic  state,  and  its  senses  are  restored  ; 
which,  in  most  cases,  occurs  in  the  course  of  the  first  twenty-fotnr 
hours  after  the  application.  Sometimes  it  is  protracted  to  the 
third  or  fourth  day ;  but  this  Professor  H.  considers  an  unfa- 
vourable  omen.  If  the  child  relapse  into  the  comatose  state, 
the  whole  process  must  be  repeated,  and  continued  till  the 
recovery  appears  permanent.  A  favourable  prognostic  is,  when 
the  child  cries  in  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  or  otherwise  ex- 
presses uneasiness  during  the  operation.  But  it  is  very  ominous 
if  no  such  symptom  is  manifested  after  the  third  or  fourth  day, 
and  the  child  is  still  insensible.  It  is  $till  worse  when  hemipte- 
gia  takes  place,  or  the  child  feels  quite  cold  on  one  side. 

III. — Professor  Horn  has  written  very  fiilly  on  the  great 
efficacy  he  has  experienced  from  the  exhibition  of  Chalybeates 
on  inveterate  venereal  ulcers:    He  says  : 

"  Inveterate  ulcers  in  the  throat,  lipsy  and'  genitals,  which 
for  the  most  part  are  considered  as  venereal,  frequently  prove 
by  their  long  continuance,  the  resistance  they  oppose  to  the 
usual  anti-venereal  means,  and  by  their  obstinacy,  that  they 
materially  differ  from  the  proper  nature  of  syphilitic  com- 
plaints. These  ulcers  are  often  the  effects  of  the  abuse  of 
mercurials,  and  require  a  treatment  quite  different  from  that  of 
secondary  venereal  ulcers. 

*'  Experience  of  later  years  has  proved  to  Mr,  Hom^  that 
ulcers  in  the  throat  which  occur  in  persons  that  formerly  had 
had  the  venereal  disease,  frequently  only  wear  the  mark  of 
'  venereal  complaints,  grow  worse  on  the  application  of  mer* 
curials,  but  socMier,  more  certainly,  yield  to  chalybeates.  He 
has  collected  mate  than  thirty  important  cases  that  oonvinoed 
him  of  the  excellent  effects  of  it  in  such  complaints.  Several 
individuals  being  affected  with  these  ulcers  for  years,  had 
already  lost  a  considerable  part  of  the  uvula  and  tne  antiades 
tonsillee,  and  were  so  debilitated  and  emaciated,  that  but  little 
hopes  of  their  recovery  could  be  entertiuned.  In  some,  the 
canes  of  the  ossa  palati  had  already  taken  place ;  in  others,  a 
carious  state  of  the  cartilago  narium,  and  in  others  the  symp- 
toms of  a  febris  lenta  were  plainly  observed*  Some  at  the 
*  same  time  laboured  under  a  dironicrheumatism;  whilstinothers 
the  skin  was  covered  in  different  places  with  light-brown  spots. 
<^  The  conaderation,**  he  adds,  <*  that  iron  raises 
•msiderably  the  xeproductive  activity;  and  that  its  inwari^ 
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effects  Upon  the  process  of  vegetation  are  almost  opposite  to 
those  of  mercury,  led  him  to  riiany  experiments,  ^v^licn  yielded 
vei-y  favourable  results.  In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  the  con- 
dition of  the  ulcers,  was  improved  ;  they  were  cleaner  and  more 
superficial;  their  appearance  was  quite  changed;  the  smell 
less  offensive ;  the  whole  constitution  of  the  patient  was  ame- 
liorated ;  the  complexion  and  appetite  improved ;  and  he  now 
enjoyed  undisturbed  repose*^ 

PART  V. 

MEDICAL  AND   PHYSICAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 


I. — SOCIETIES.  AND   LECTURES. 

lECTURE  X. — Iniroductory,     By  Professor  Bea^de,  at 

Apothecaries^  Hall,  London. 

AccoRDiNQ  to  the  plan  proposed  at  the  termination  of  my  last 
Course^  I  resume  these  Lectures  with  an  account  of  the  chemical 
preparations  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  oS  the  processes  by  which 
they  are  produced.  Instead  of  attempting  to  arrange  the .  observa^ 
tioiis  I  shall  thus  be  led  into,  in  a  systematic  and  scientific  form,  I 
shall  endeavoiu:  to  render  them  more  applicable  to  my  immediate 
object,  by  pursuing  the  order  ivhich  the  London  College  has  thought 
it  right  to  pursue  in  tlie  Pharmacopceia.  This,  I  trust,  will  form  no 
unimportant  part  of  these  Lectures  on  the  Materia  Medica ;  it  will 
lead  us  to  discuss  the  minutiae  of  pharmaceutic  chemistry,  to  com- 
pare the  formulse  of  the  different  Colleges,  to  point  out  their  advan- 
tages, to  animadvert  upon  their  imperfections,  and  to  suggest  sudi 
in^rovements  as  experience  and  research  may  have  discovered. 

If  the  intrinsic  importance  of  these  topics  would  have  formerly 
mduced  me  to  dwell  upon  them  at  some  length,  there  are  now  addi- 
tional reasons  for  the  extension  of  the  inquiry ;  the  Court  c^  £x« 
aminers  of  this  Society  having  insisted  upon  a  knowledge  of  phar- 
niaceutic  chemistry  as  a  necessary  part  of  his  education,  who  is  to 
practise  as  an  apothecary.  I  trust  that  a  very  in^rtant  part  of 
medical  education,  hitherto  either  neglected  or  most  slovenly  ac- 
quired, will  now  be  studied  with  more  energy  and  interest,  and  that 
it  will  be  consequently  improved  and  extended. 

There  are  two  points  of  view  under  which  pharmaceutical  cfae« 
mistry  presents  itself.  First,  as  relating  merely  to  the  raiionak  of 
the  processes  which  yield  the  chemical  preparations  employed  in  the 
alleviation  and  cure  of  disease.  And  secondly,  as  treating  in  parti« 
cular,  of  the  manipulations  of  the  pharmaceutical  laboratory,  in 
which  the  best,  shortest,  and  most  economical  processes  for  the  pre-i 
paration  ci  medicines  upon  a  larger  scale  is  to  be  pointed  out ;  and 
the  various  apparatus  described,  by  which  these  results  are  obtained* 
It  is  to  tbfi  rannfr  description  that  I  sball  pQncipally  b^  leave  to 
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can  yonr  attention.  I  shall  dwell  upon  the  changes  in  sennble  and 
zdedicinal  Qualities  which  various  substances  undergo  in  consequence 
of  chemical  action — ^upon  those  changes  which  render  inert  sub« 
stances  active^  and  which  produce  harmless  and  inactive  compounds 
fhim  elements  which  are  poisonous,  corrosive^  and  otherwise  highly 
operative.  Among  these,  we  may  rank  the  most  important  nheno^ 
mena  of  chemistry ;  and  to  the  medical  practitioner  they  hold  out 
objects  of  the  greatest  interest— they  shew  upon  what  slight  circum« 
atfuices  of  composition  the  virtues  and  qualities  of  medicines  depend^ 
and  they  furnish  the  ground-work  of  that  most  important  depart-* 
ment  of  physic,  which  has  of  late  been  designated  ''  Medical  Juris- 
prudence;" teu;hin^  the  method  of  detecting  poisons,  and  of 
counteracting  and  mitigating  their  effects,  as  &ras  Uiese  are  concerned 
in  their  chemical  action,  upon  the  parts  to  which  they  are  applied. 
Were  prescribing  practitioners  better  versed  in  this  branch  of  know- 
ledge, we  should  have  less  frequent  opportunities  of  smiling  at  the 
most  unchemical  jumbles  which  so  often  disgrace  their  prescriptions  ; 
and  which,  in  consequence  of  necessarily  ensuing  oecompositions 
which  even  a  superficial  chemist  would  avoid,  give  rise  to  new 
arrangements  of  the  ingredients  of  their  recipe,  and  so  adiust  thent 
as  to  fulfil  indications  directly  opposite  to  those,  which  in  meir  igno- 
rance were  intended.     If  I  express  myself  strongly  upon  this  sub« 

gect,  it  is  because  my  assertions  are  grounded  upon  observation,  and 
deduced  from  expeiience.  I  have  not  been  imagining  a  case  which 
is  possible,  but  describing  that  which  daily  occurs. 

In  the  second  view  which  I  have  taken  of  pharmaceutic  chemis- 
try, as  relating  to  the  procesf^s  and  economy  of  the  manufacturer's 

*  laboratory,  we  have  before  us  a  subject,  M'hich,  though  of  less  general 
interest  and  utility,  is  yet  of  great  mtrinsic  importance.  Witnin  the 
remembrance  of  many  present,  a  laboratory  was  a  necessary  appen* 
dage  to  die  apothecary's  shop ;  he  was  obliged  to-  prepare  his  chemi- 
cals at  home,  because  they  were  not  to  be  had  abroad ;  but  of  late, 
the  chemical  articles  of  the  Materia  Medica  have  become  an  object  of 
separate  manufacture,  and  have  given  rise  to  a  most  useful  and  bene- 
ficial branch  of  trade,  which  furnishes  the  apothecary  with  better 
materials,  and  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  he  could  possibly  afford 
for  his  own  limited  ^xmsurapdon.  Although  therefore  this  part  of 
my  subject  is  divested  of  much  of  its  former  interest,  as  far  as  con- 
cerns the  mere  practising  apothecaries,  there  are  several  reasons 
which  wiU  induce  me  to  ttiter  upon  it  in  these  Lectures.  The  labo- 
ratories belonging  to  this  extensive,  and,  I  hope  I  may  add,  well-con- 
dttcCed  estabhshment,  will  afford  me  ample  materials  to  descant  upon. 
I  shall  describe  the  various  improvements  and  alterations  which  have 
been  adopted  here  in  processes  and  apparatus,  and  shall  state  the  dif- 
ferent operationB  had  recourse  to  by  manufactures,  and  ordered  in  the 
difierent  Pharmacopoeifle  of  the  Ro^al  Collies.  To  those  concerned 
inthe  firamiiup  of  our.  Pharmacopceue,  knowledge  of  this  kind  is  indis- 
pensable. To»  directions  for  the  processes  should  not  be,  as  they 
now  are,  merely  such  as  will  yield  the  desired  article;  but  such  as 
will  afford  it  with  the  greatest  certainty,  with  the  matest  economy, 
•nd  by  the  simplest  pieans;  and  audi  as  will  not  otuy  succeed  upon  a 
anudltcalt,  but  also  anawer  in  laq^e  quantities.    Il  would  b«  easy  to 
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refer  to  the  last  edition  of  the  London  Fburmacoporia,  for  processes, 
which;  though  they  certainly  do  yidd  the  desireci  prodact^  afford  it 
by  such  circuitous  and  uncertain  means  as  to  render  diem  inad- 
missible in  the  laboratory  of  the  manufacturer;  but  I  shidl  prefer  ft 
more  d^berate  examination  of  these  important  fkults^  to  general  ce^* 
sure  unsupported  by  evidence,  and  therefore  defer  them,  till,  in  the 
course  of  niture  lectures,  they  come  r^ularly  and  strictly  under  consi- 
deration, fai  short,  it  is  evident  that  the  practical  chemist  is  thff  only 
p^r^n  from  whom  the  most  advantageous  processes  can  be  obtain^; 
fxnd  i%  is  to  our  excellent  works  upon  chemistry  at  large  thatyou  must 
r«fer  for  thsd^  ihf(mnation  which  ought  to  be,  but  is  not,  afforded  by 
the  Collie  Dispensatory.  Aikin's  Chemical  Dictionary  is  in  this  re* 
spect  an  mvaluable  work,  and  Abounds  in  such  minute,  and  at  tho 
same  time  correct  information,  as  to  give  me  much  pleasure  in  recom- 
Miidin^  it  to  your  special  notice.  The  pliarmaceutical  processes  are 
there'  Judiciously  and  fully  detailed;  and,  if  I  judge  rightly,  by  aperson 
whose  exptT^^*^^  ^^  ^^^^  qualified  him  for  the  task.  Murray's  Sy»< 
tern  of  ChemistT^  ^  ^^^  ^v  other  work  to  which  I  think  it  necessary 
to  refer.  The  manir^  fi^^  matter  are  both  good,  and  it  will  affora 
those  details  which  m  ti^*  ^^  scientific  arrangements  of  a  dictionary, 
are  necessarily  iimarfect  i^  h^^^Y  given. 

Presuming  that  I  l^ive  no."^  «aid  sufficient  upon  the  general  de- 
jects and  scc^  of  the  present  Cou  ^-»  ^  shall  shortly  digress  upon  such 
totmical  notices  respecting  them,  a^,^  apP®""  ^  ^^  worthy  of  attention 
an  *l  K^niembranoe.  ,       --.-#»   a 

\\>.  learn  from  history  that  the  Science©  <^  Chemistry  m  its  inf»i{ 
State  was  nurtured  by  thephysicians  of  the  ^"7  ^^l »  and  amidst  the 
jargon  a£  their  works,  though  always  <A8c'«;«>.  f ««  mostly  unintel- 
%ble,  wp  disc.*»n  the  rudiments  of  mimy  U6.^^  f  ^d  valuable  facts. 
In  their  aeaich  f{?r  an  universal  remedy,  thpy  p^duced  a  number  of 
active  and  useful  mfl&idnes,  which,in  the  hands  oi  their  more  cautious 
imd  enl^lened  auocessors,  were  employed  freq^*«^"y  with  very 
novel,  ^neiqiected,  and  beneficial  results  m  disease^^  VJ^cn  had  rc^ 
sisted  ^ 

of  foUy,  they  ccHiferred  penMnent^ 

^ne,  and  upon  many,  other  oxtB  of  life.  « 

.  Towards  the  end  of  tl)e  third  century  of  the  Christian  ertN  ^nen 
the  learning  of  the.antients  was  in  its  decline,  there  arose  a  b^t  of 
philosophers,  from  their  tenets  iintkled  Ne^Y  Platonists ;  tliey  >vere 
celebrated  for  metaphysical  diil><|V^^'*"^  superstitious  notions,  a.nft 
daimedtberi^tof  familiarintercvu|>ewith  demonsand  spirits.  Somf 
flf  them  weoe  vduminous  writersN  a^c[  have  acutely  toudied  upon 
pharmaceutical  chemistry.      Amm  oni^i  S  Plotmus,  and  Porphjnry  1 

Sincipally  allude  to.  Porphyry  has  k^^  «  very  curious  t^ct  upon  tiie 
e  of  liis  master  Plotimis,  which  is  pn  ^^rv  ed  in  the  Bibl,  Gr.  of  t  a- 
iMicius,  and  it  ia  wortliy  the  perusal  q/  ^"^^  ^^^^  ^^  desirous  ot 
«cquamtanoe  with  the  views  and  tenets  v  "^f  *  '•  f  ^;  ,^  ,     , 

.  Mr.  Bnuide  proceeded  to  a  review  of  tl.  f  w^  ^^  '^."*?  ™^^  "^^ 
rioua  alchemists,  aslkr  as  they  relate  tf>  ph  vm«t  euticd  operations, 
«ui  dwelt  principsUv  upon  those  of  Basil  Vt.  Wnffi.  «^  the  renowned 
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author  of  the  Currut  Triumphalu  Antimonii,  to  whom^  as  a  tt  ■'-...  \ 
demist,  sufRcient  credit  had  scarcely  been  giveii.  V  "  '  -  t 
and  Paracelsus  were  next  noticed^  and  a  brief  an  «lys!s  o '  (^  •  .i . 
was  given.  The  improvements  in  science  which  result  •*?  f -*r>i  ,  1 
Bacon's  methods  of  research  were  next  alluded  to,  sdS  th  t  ir.''^^  c 
vpon  the  prc^ess  of  chemical  science  especially  notiocvl.  GL  '  r 
and  Boyle  were  mentioned  as  having  greatly  contrifil;v^^d  to  v^  "■ 
ceutic  dbemistry;  especially  the  former,  who  had  eiyricreil  the  M:  via 
Medica  with  many  valuable  and  .useful  adJid-^iiS. 

The  Lecture  concluded  with  dn  explanatioi  of  the  virws  o"*  tliose 
great  theorists,  Stahl  and  Lavoisier,  and  with  some  gei.c. a  fcrr.ui  .s 
upon  the  impcotance  of  their  doctrines. 

Royal  Society. — On  the  9th  of  November  the  Socic?ty  met  ftr 
the  first  time  after  the  long  vacation.  Apaper  by  Sir  H.  Davy  on 
the  fire-damp  in  coal-mines  was  read.  The  author  had  been  invited 
by  Dr.  Grey  to  examine  the  subject,  in  order  to  discover,  if  possible, 
some  method  of  preventing  those  explosions  which  of  lai^  years  have 
proved  so  fatal  to  the  lives  of  the  colliers.  He  aeCordingly  visited 
several  of  the  mines,  and  analyzed  the  puce  gas  colkcted  from  a 
blower.  He  states  that  this  gas  is  extricated  from  the  crevices  of  the 
coals;  and  he  found  that  when  a  large  piece  of  coal  was  broken  to 
pieces  under  water,  inflammable  ga^  was  given  out.  The  result  of 
nis  analysis  of  the  gas  was  precis^  the  same  with  the  previous  re* 
suit  obtained  by  Dr.  Henry  (N)ch.  Joum.  xix.  149),  that  it  was  pure 
carburetted  hydrogen  gas.  It  required  twice  its  bulk  of  oxygen  ffas 
to  consume  it,  and  nearly  its  own  hvSk  of  carbonic  acid  gas.  This 
is  characteristic  of  carburetted  hydrogen,  as  both  Mr.  Gkilton  and 
Dr.  Thomson  have  ai^certained.  He  found  the  specific  gravity 
to  be  O'GSQ,  but  his  specimen  was  mixed  with  common  air.  The 
true  specific  gravity  of  this  gas  is  0*555  (Wemedan  Memoirs,  i. 
50$).  He  found  it  much  less  combustible  than  other  combustible 
gases.  Iron  hevded  to  whiteness  does  not  set  it  on  fire.  It  requires 
aetual  flamei  This  fact  has  induced  him  to  propose  a  lantern  made 
air-tight,  wi^  a  hole  beloiBi  to  admit  air,  ana  one  above  to  act  as  a 
chimney,  hb  a  complete  security  against  the  explosion  of  the  fire« 
damp  ip«  coal-mines.  He  found  that  when  a  mixture  of  common  air 
and  ca/buretted  hydrogen  gas,  in  such  proportions  as  to  explode,  is 
let  up  into  such  a  lantern,  uie  flame  increases,  so  as  nearly  to  fill  the 
lantern,  and  then  the  lamp  goes  out.  He  conceives  that,  whenever 
in,  'jBL  coal-mine  the  air  is  mixed  vnih  carburetted  hydrogen  to 
the  exploding  point,  such  lamps  w<;^d  go  out,  and  no  explosion 
would  follow.  But  such  an  experiment  would  be  very  hazardous. 
The  fact  is,  that  in  such  a  case  tnv  gas  within  the  lantern  bums,  and 
of  course  extinguishes  the  lam\) ;  but  in  aU  probability  the  gaseous 
combustion  would  extend  it^*  through  the  holes  in  the  untem, 
which  are  filled  with  gas  at  the  exploding  point,  and  set  fire  to  the 
whole  mixture  in  the  mir^.  This  would  certainly  happen  some-* 
times,  if  not  always  ;  so  t'/iat  the  lantern  of  Davy  would  tumish  no 
certain  security  to  the  myners.  The  lamp  of  Dr.  Clanny,  if  properly 
Improved,  is  a  much  j->fer  contrivance,  and  might  be  made  equally 
cheap.  Sir  H.  Dav^y  constructed  hkewise  lanterns  with  valves  to 
prevent  the  escape  4>f  gas  from  the  lantern  when  it  explodes,    On 
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Thunday^  Nov.  l6,  an  appendix  to  Sir  Humphry  Davy's  paper  was 
|iead     He  found  that  the  addition  of  one-seventh  of  carlx>nic  acid 
or  of  axote  to  the  exploding  mixture  of  fire-damp  and  aii'  prevented 
the  explosion.    A  pap^  by  Mr.  Daniel  on  solutions  was  likewise 
partly  read.     When  an  amorphous  mass  of  alum  was  left  for  some 
weeks  in  water^  it  assumed  a  pyramidal  form^  and  tlie  lower  part  of 
it  was  embossed  by  distinct  octahedral  crystals.     Borax  exhibited  a 
similar  appearance ;  the  lower  part  was  embossed  with  rhomboidal 
crystals.    Mr.  Daniel  conceives  that  in  these  cases,  the  cc^esion  of 
the  solid  resisted  unequally  the  solvent  power  of  the  liquid,  and  that 
the  upper  part  a£  the  liquid  acted  more  powerfully  than  die  lower. 
Hence  the  pyramidal  form,  and  hence  the  appearance  of  the  crys« 
talline  texture.     These  phenomena  were  observed  and  described 
'  lung  ago  by  Le  Blanc ;  but  he  ascribed  the  appearance,  of  crvstals  at 
the  under  part  of  the  body  to  the  deposition  of  crystab  m>m  the 
liquid.     But  tlic  following  experiments  of  Mr.  Daniel  render  this 
opinion  not  so  probable.     He  put  bismuth  and  antimonv  in  vei^ 
diluted  nitric  acid ;  ai\er  some  days  die  bismuth  exhibited  the  cubic 
texture,  which  is  so  striking  in  native  bismuth,  and  the  antimony* 
exliibited  the  appearance  qi  rhomboids.    A  number  of  similar  expe- 
riments with  other  bodies  were  related,  all  tending  to  prove  the 
accuracy  of'the  conclusion  which  Mr.  Daniel  had  drawn.   On  Thurs- 
day, Nov.  23,  the  remainder  of  Mr.  Daniel's  paper  was  read.    He 
showed  that  die  action  of  water  and  different  solvents  upon  crystals 
was  a  much  more  delicate  test  of  their  structure  than  mechanical 
division.     He  showed  that  the  supposidon,  that  the  integrant  mole* 
cules  of  bodies  are  spheres,  will  explain  the  structure  of  alum  crys- 
Vih ;  the  octahedral  crystal,  and  all  the  other  crystalline  forms  which 
it  assumes  being  deducihle  from  the  arrangement  of  such  spheres 
accordhig  to  the  action  of  gravity,  merely  by  the  abstraction  or  non- 
ibrmadon  of  certain  angles  by  the  removal  of  a  certain  number  of 
moleeides,  while  the  arrangement  of  the  rest  is  not  altered ;  but  the 
rhoiuboidal  crystal  of  carl^nateof  lime,  and  the  four-sided  prism  of 
sulphate  of  magnesia,  cannot  be  deduced  from  the  arrangement  of 
spheres.     Oblong  spheroids,  however,  are  capable  o£  producing 
tiiese  forms.     No  other  form  of  the  pardcles  but  these  two  are  capa« 
ble  of  accounting  for  the  structure  of  crystals. 

I..INN/EAN  Society. — Oil  Tuesday,  November  the  7th,  die  So- 
ciety met  after  the  long  vacation.  A  paper  by  Mr.  Johnson  wag 
read,  giving  further  information  re/tpecting  the  fossil  remains  of  an 
aniinal  found  at  Lynn,  in  Dorsetshire.  On  Tuesday,  November  the 
2l8t,  the  remainder  of  Don  Felix  Brotero's  paper  was  read.  There 
was  also  read  an  account  of  a  considerable  number  of  specimens  of 
cinchona,  by  Ayhner  Bourke  Lambert,  Esq.  They  had  been  taken 
in  a.  Spanish  ship,  and  came  into  the  possession  of  Mr.  A.  1*.  Thom« 
son,  by  whom  the  specimens  described  were  given  to  the  author* 
He  was  able  to  distinguish  different  varieties  of  known  species. 
Five  specimens  were  not  referable  to  any  known  species,  but  appeared 
new.  The  yellow  hark  of*  the  shops  is  obtained  from  the  cinchona 
hifnUa  ai'the^ra  Peruviaita, —  ITiere  was  also  read  part  of  a  paper 
by  Dr.  Eric  Achirius  on  two  new  genera  of  lichsM, 
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Society  por  the  Rclirf  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of 
Mbdical  Men  in  I^okdon  and  its  Environs. — It  is  witli  feel- 
ings of  tiie  pureijt  gp:^ficatioii  that  Yce  have  to  announce  an  unex- 
ampled acccDsiou  of  aubbcribers  to  tlixs  excellent  Institution,  at  tlie- 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  Directors^  held  on  the  20th  ult.  But  what 
rendered  tl^is  Couit  more  particularly  worthy  of  notice  is,  that  be- 
sides a  munificent  donation  of  one  hundred  s^dnea*  by  Dr.  Willis 
one  hundred , pounds  was  presented  by  tlie  Earl  of  Ormond  to  the 
fund ;  examples,  which,  we  trust,  will  be  followed  both  by  the  rich 
and  the  noble  throughout  the  land. 

The  Medical  Annuitant  and  Benevolent  Society.— Upon 
motives  equally  pure  and  phHanthrnpic  with  the  former,  this  Sotf ety 
iff  at  length  established.  But  it  is  different  in  principle,  inasmuch  as 
the  advantage  of  the  Medical  Practitioner  himself  is  intended; 
to  whom  it  affords  a  certain  provision  against  the  pressure  of  want, 
at  an  age  when  few  are  capable  of  great  exertions ;  while  it  extends 
the  prospect  of  pecuniary  aid  to  those,  who  shall,  from  misibrtunes, 
to  which  all  are  exposed  in  the  most  successful  practice,  and  even  in 
Ae  vigour  of  Hfe,  be  objects  far  benevolence. 

The  «Plan  deserves ' the  most  serious» attention;  and  requires 
only  to  be  understood,  to 'be  actively  supported ;  and,  consequently, 
to  become  extensively  benefidal. 

At  whatever  age  a  subscriber  to  the  Annuitant  Fund  enters, 
he  wHl  have  to  pav  annually,  till  he  is  60,  that  sum  placed  against 
his  age  in  the  column  of  Annual  Payments  ;  if  he  is  disposed  to 
subscribe,  at  once,  the  sum  against  his  age  in  the  column  of  Sinsie 
payments,  he  has  nothing  ever  after  to  pay  ;  and.  in  either  way  ne 
chooses  to  subscribe,  at  oO  years  of  age  estcn  possesses  a  property,  not 
by  benevolence,  but  by  right,  of  an  aimuity  of  at  least  £50  for  the 
,rem«inder  of  his  life. 

Many  Societies  for  the  same  premiums  may  offer  as  high  an 
annuity ;  but  the  system  of  other  Societies,  never  to  give  a  hrger 
annuity  than  the  one  subscribed  for.  But  this  Plan  is  calculated  to 
secure,  not  £50  per  annum  only,  but  leads  to  the  expectation  of  an 
annuity  of  much  greater  magnitude ;  because  the  profits  arising  from 
the  payments  will,  as  often  as  it  can  be  safely  done,  be  applied  to  the 
increase  of  the  annuity : — ^thus,  instead  of  jc50,  it  may  De  double,  or 
even  more.  Of  cosrse  the  Annuitant  Fund,  and  the  profits  of  it, 
must  l)e  strictly  applied  to  tlie  advantages  only  of  the  subscribers  to  it 

The  Benevolent  FuNn  is  to  be  formed  and  supported  by  volun- 
tary benefactions,  and  by  su1)scriptions  of  any  sum  not  less  than  a 
guinea  annually  from  all  ranks  who  regard  the  interests  and  credit 
of  tlie  Medical  Profession.  Tills  Fund  may  also  be  augmented  firom 
the  bequests  of  the  affluent. 

But  subscribers  to  either  Fund,  being  of  the  Medical.  Plro- 
fession,  will  have  claims  for  benevolence  when  tlieir  circumstances 
rt'ouireit.-  In  the  distribution  much  discretion  must  be  exercised; 
and  it  must  rest  with  tlie  Directors  to  judge  of  Uie  propriety  of  the 
application,  aiul  the  extent  of  I'elief  to  be  allowed. 

I  laving  premised  thus  much,  byVay  of  explanation^  we  present 
to  the  Medical  Public  the  subjoined  detail: 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  die  Members  of  the  Medical  Profession, 
held  by  advertisement^  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  Deoember  26t2^ 
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tST5,  to  receive  the  Report  of  the  CoAmittbe  for  egtabUdiiiig  a 
Medical  Annuitant  Society, Dr.  Latham  in  the  Chair; 

The  Committee  reported.  That  having  given  evdry  possible  con- 
sideration to  the  subject  for  which  it  was  appointed,  and  havii^ 
ta]cen  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Morgan,  Actuary  to  the  Fqiiitable  As- 
surance  Office,  and  of  other  competent  persans,  it  had  dige^ed  a 
Plan,  whichj  it  oonceivefi,  is  calcmated  to  secure  the  objects  of  the 
meeting  upon  the  most  solid  basis  ;  of  which  the  following  are  the 
fundamental  principles : 

1.  Tliis  Society  to  be  den(xmnated  ''The  Mx0Ical  AfinmjAifx 

AND   BeN'FVOLEVT   SoCIETY." 

2.  Any  Physician,  Surgeon,  or  Apothecary,  residing  and  regularly 
practising  his  profession,  within  £ngland  or  Wales,  is  eligible  to  be 
admitTf»d  into  tbe  Society. 

8  The  o^  j  ts  >f  this  Society  are  two-fold— -1.  To  secure  pti  an- 
nu*  to  tiose  who  ^  a  v-  si  bicribed,  according  to  the  annexed  scale 
of  ifi^nrame,  w^^en  tiiey  have  attained 'die  age  o.*  sixty  ^earsi  ft. 
For  affordinsc  relief  to  such  Members  of  this  1^  o.iety  as  are  in  dia^ 
tressed  circumstances,  from  mental  or  bodily  infirmity,  or  other 
Causes ;  although  tliey  may  not  have  attained  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

4.  For  the  above  purposes,  two  funds  shall  be  formed,  each  to  be 
kept  diAtinct  and  separate ;' one  to  be  intitled,  "  The  Ahmuitant 
Fund;*'  the  oi-ier  *'The  Benevolent  Fund." 

5.  This  Society  to  be  under  the  management  of  a  Court  of 
eighteen  Directors,  to  be  elected  by  the  Members  at  large ;  three  of 
whom  are  to  go  out  oi*  o:Tice  annually,  in  rotation,  and  the  viica^* 
cies  be  filled  at  a  GenerHl  Court  of  Men>bers. 

6.  Every  Memljer  of  the  Society  being  of  the  Medical  Profession, 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  direction. 

7.  After  the  formation  of  the  Society,  every  candidate  must  be 
proposed  by  two  Members  to  the  Court  df Directors,  and  his  aihni^ 
aion  be  determined  by  ballot. 

S.  Every  Member  upon  his  admission  shall  pay  the  sum  of  one 

0'  Every  Member,  who  subscribes  to  the  Annuitant  Fund, 
■according  to  the  proposed  scale  of  insurance,  and  upon  otlieru'i»e 
conforming,  to  the  rules  of  tlie  Society,  shall  have,  at  sixty  years  of 
age,  an  annuity ;  which  will  at  least  be  £50. 

10.  A  certain  part  of  the  accumulated  profits  of  the  Annuitant 
Fund  to  be  i^iplied  from  time  to  time,  at  tne  discretion  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  to  the  increase  of  the  annuities. 

11.  Any  Member  who  shaU  have  contributed  to  either  Fund,  to 
the  amount  of  twenty-Jive  guineas  at  one  payment,  or  Mirfy  gfiineas 
by  subscriptions,  may,  if  in  distressed  circumstances,  be  relieved 
from  the  Benevolent  Fund,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  of  Di* 
rectors ;  but  in  no  case  sliall  sudi  relief  exceed  die  sum  of  £S0  in 
cme  year. 

12.  No  disbursement  shall  be  made  from  the  Funds,  except  for 
the  neoesaaiy  expenaeSy  until  the  Society  has  been  established  ten 
years. 

15.  Theadmis8iQnfiBee,aIlb^iie8t8ybene&ction^aiid  voluutary 
aubscriptions,  to  be  appropriated  solely  to  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

14b  ContribntOTS,  who  are  notcf  Uie  Medical  Profesnon^  to  be 
ooDsidered  aa  Honorary  Members  only ;  and  ere  to  have  no  vote  in 
^  iqpproprialiQD  a£  the  fiinda. 
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1 5.  The  accounts  of  the  Society  to  he  submitted  to  the  Members, 
at  certain  General  Courts. 

It  was  unanimously  Hesolved^  that  the  foregoing  Plan  should 
be  adopted. 

Resolved  also, 
"^      That  the  present  Committee  be  requested  to   continue  their 
"services,  and  to  draw  up  a  Code  of  Regulations  for  the  form  and  go- 
vernment of  the  concerns  o€tlie  Society,  upon  the  foregoing  bases. 

That  Books,  for  the  inscription  of  the  names  of  those  who 
intend,  in  any  way,  to  contribute  to  the  Funds  of  the  Society,  sVjall  be 
opened  at  Messrs.  Child's,  Bankers,  Temple  Bar ;  and  at  the  Bar  of 
the  Freemasons'  Tavern  ;  and  continue  until  Friday,  the  26th  of 
January  1816;  where  Plans  of  the  Society  shall  be  le^t  for  distribu- 
tion. 

That  a  Meeting  bp  held  on  Monday,  January  29th,  1815,  at 
tliree  o'clock,  at  this  nouse,  of  every  person  who  inscribed  his  name 
'  in  the  Books,  or  signified  in  writing,  to  any  Member  of  the  Cotn- 
mittee*,  previously  to  Friday,  January  the  26i.h,  his  desire  to  become 
a  Member  of  the  Society ;  in  order  to  receive  and  fcike  into  conndera- 
tion  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  to  elect  Directors,  Trustees,  &e. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  given  to  the  Chairman, 
Dr.  Latham,  as  tlie  Founder  of  this  Society,  for  his  polite  and 
able  ccMiduct  in  the  Chair. 

That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  given  to  the  Committee,  for 
the  trouble  tliey  have  taken  in  arranging  the  Plan  now  brought  for* 
ward,  and  agreed  to. 

Dec.  26, 1815.  JOHN  LATHAM,  Chairman. 

TABLE  shewing  the  Sum  io  be  paid  at  One  Paymr-nt,  r.r  the  Sum  in  he 
paid  AnnuaUff,  in  order  to  secure  an  Annuity  of  50/.  to  the  Subscrihtrr 
during  the  Rcnwinder  of  his  Li/c,  njter  having  aitaintd  the  Age  of  Sixty. 
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*  Dr.  Latham, 
Mr.  Tlu>mson,  Mr. 
Mr.  Reg.  WilUams, 


Signed,  William  Mo  kg  an. 

Dr.  Clutterbuck,  Dr.  Bateman,  Dr.  Merriman, 
Burrows,  Mr.  Shillito,  Mr.  Ogle,  Mr.  Tegart> 
Mr.  Malim,  Mr.  P.  Matfaias,  Mr.  Hayes. 
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Any  person  being  s^vejifiy  years  of  age  may  subscribe  to  the 
Annuitant  Fund,  as  well  as  to  the  Bencvofent  Fund;  but  as  no  claim 
can  be  allowed  till  he  has  been  ten  years  a  Member,  and  as  the  chances 
of  living  ten  years  diminish  as  life  advances,  the  single  and  annual 
payments  to  the  Annuitant  Fund  wiU  be  regulated  proportionally. 

Prize  Questions. — The  Medical  Society  of  Toulouse  hasproposed 
the  following  as  tlie  subject  of  a  prize  dissertation  for  the  year  1817: 

^'  What  has  been  the  advancement  of  practical  surgery  withia 
the  last  tliirty  years  ?  and  to  what  is  its  progress  to  be  attributed 
since  the  dissolution  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery  of  Paris  ?" 

Tlie  prize  will  consist  of  a  gold  medal  of  the  value  of  300  firanca. 

n.^-MEDlCAL. 

Hooping  Cough. — Dr.  Ciessilis,  of  Coblentz,  in  his  Essay  oii 
Hooping  Cough,  thinks  it  very  important  to  diminish  the  quantum 
of  blood  in  the  lungs,  and  that  the  employment  of  emetics,  especially 
of  tartar  emetic,  is  highly  serviceable,  if  preceded  by  a  local  and  suf- 
ficient evacuation  of  blood  from  the  chest ;  and  that  this  practice 
frequently  cures  the  malidy  in  tlie  first  stage.  Antispasmodics,  he 
conceives,  are  of  no  avail,  unless  preceded  by  the  evacuant  plan^  and 
the  use  of  emetics. 

III. PHARMACY. 

Mr.  Battley,  whose  improved  method  of  preparing  the  narcotic 
vegetables,  powders,  and  extracts,  was  detailed  in  the  Reposifortf^ 
vol.  iv.  p.  197>  is  at  present  engaged  in  an  extensive  series  ot  expert* 
ments  on  the  opium  of  commerce,  which  will  be  followed  up  by  a 
thorough  investigation  and  accurate  preparation  of  the  opium  of 
firitish  growth,  and  every  narcotic  plant  capable  of  being  cultivated 
in  this  country. 

IV.-— MISCELLANEOUS. 

,  On  the  New  Regulations  of  the  Practice  of  Apothtcartes^  ^c. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  tfie  Morning  Chronicle, 

"Sir,  From  the  perusal  of  the  very  interesting  account  of  the  Anni- 
versary Meeting  of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  the  Widows  and 
Orphans  of  Medical  Men,  in  your  paper  a  short  time  since,  a  doubt 
cannot  exist  but  that  you  are  as  much  the  friend  to  Medical  Science 
and  its  Honourable  Professors,  as  you  are  known  to  be  to  Science  in 
general.  You  seem.  Sir,  fully  impressed  with  the  utility  of  the  Me- 
dical Profession,  and  the  important  services  it  renders  to  society ;  and 
to  justly  appreciate  the  benefits  derived  from  the  laboursof  the  well^ 
educated  and  experienced  Medical  Practitioner,  whatever  be  his  rank, 
and  the  evils  that  consequently  result  from  the  machinations  and  prac« 
tices  of  the  ignorant  pretender. 

'*  But  although  tnere  be  some  enlightened  persons  who  entertain 
similar  views,  yet  it  is  astonishing,  considering  how  intimately  the 
interests  and  happinessofmankind  are  involved  in  every  thing  that 
affects  the  state  of  Medical  Practic*e,  that  such  total  indifference  ^ould 
be  evinced  to  the  import  and  operation  of  the  Act,  passed  in  the  last 
session  of  Parliament,  for  the  better  Regulati(ni  ot  the  Practice  of, 
by  far  die  most  numerous  class  of  Practitioners — ^the  Apothecaries. 

'*  As  thisapatliy  can  be  ascribed  to  no  other  cause  than  to  the 
want  of  information  o£  the  real  objects  of  that  measure,  it  is  my  pre** 
sent  design  to  obtain  th-^t  attention  to  the  subject  it  ought  to  receive ; 
and  to  point  oat,  that  it  enforces  an  appropriate  education,  and  com* 


jW  IMical  and  Ply  steal  Intetftgenee. 

patent  professional  knowledge  in  every  Apothecar^^  before  lie  is  al- 
lowed to  undertake  the  chiirge  of  visiting  and  administering  to  tirfe 
diseased. 

*'  HithertOj  any  person  might  practise  Physic  in  any  part  of  the 
Jdngdonij  under  the  denomination  of  Apothecary^  without  education, 
or  any  proof  of  his  abilities.  Consequently,  much  mischief  ensued  ; 
for  the  public  having  no  gruide  to  direct  the  judgment,  could  not  dis- 
criminate between  me  competent  and  incompetent  Hence^  too^  the 
reg^ularly  educated  and  respectable  Practitioner  suffered  in  reputation 
by  the  arts  and  mal-practice  of  those  who  assumed  his  name  and 
diaracter.  ^ 

*'  To  prevent  such  impositions  in  future^  and  to  secure  Medical 
Practitioners,  in  whom^there  might  be  just  confidence,  the  Act  alluded 
to  was  solicited,  and  passed.  It  appears  to  effectually  provide  against 
the  recurrence  of  sucn  abuses. 

By  this  Act  it  is  provided  that, 

I.  Every  person  intending,  atler  the  1st  of  August  1815,  to 
oommence  practising  as  an  Apothecary,  must  undergo  an  examination 
by  Twelve  Examiners,  ap})(>inted  by  t!ie  Society  of  Apothecaries, 
*'  to  ascertain  his  skill  and  abiUtiex  in  ihe  science  and  practice  of  Mcdi^ 
cine,"  and  to  grant  a  Certificate  tliat  he  is  duly  quahned  to  practise. 

**  But,  previously  to  examination,  each  candidate  must  proiluce 
testiinoiiials  that  he  is  of  the  ap^e  of  21 ,  and  that  he  has  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship;  has  a  competent  kno^'leJge  of  tiie  Litin  tongue;  has 
attended  certain  courses  (if  lectures  on  anatomy,  phy<?iolo^',  chemis- 
try, materia  medica,  and  the  tlieory  and  practice  of  medicine ;  anfl 
that  he  has  attended  a  stated  time  to  tlie  practice  o^  a  public  hospitd. 
The  actual  examination  of  the  car.didate's  attainments  corsists — 
1.  In  translating  the  Latin  Pharmacoijoeia  of  the  London  Colle^^e,  and 
physicians'  prescriptions ;  2.  In  pharmaceutical  chemistry  ;  ti.  Ma- 
teria medica,  or  knowledge  of  the  natural  and  artificial  sul)^timccs 
used  in  the  cure  of  diseases,  their  virtues,  doses,  &c. ;  4.  PhysiMlf>ir} , 
or  the  science  which  treats  of  the  cictions  and  powers  of  the  animal 
body ;  5.  Of  the  knowledge  of  disea.ses,  ana  of  tlieir  treatment ; 
G,  It  i«  intended  that  botany,  a  science  so  indispensable  to  a  correct 
knowledge  of  materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  shall  form  a  part  of  the 
examination ;  but  the  Court  of  Ex;iminer»,  being  aware  how  little  it 
has  hitherto  been  cultivated,  it  is  understood,  waive  it  for  tlie  present, 
in  order  that  students  may  have  an  opportunity  in  the  ensuing  sum* 
mer  of  studying  it 

"  II.  Every  Apothecary  is  bound,  under  severe  penalties,  faith- 
fully to  make  up  and  compound  the  prescriptions  of  physicians  of  the 
London  College. 

*'  III.  Every  Apothecary's  shop  is  open  to  inspection,  as  to  the 
goodness  of  his  drugs,  preparations,  &c.  by  Examiners  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  who  may  destroy  the  same  if  of  bad  quality. 

"  IV.  Every  person  practising  as  an  Apothecary,  without  the 
certificate  of  examination,  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  twenty  pounds  each 
time  he  visits  or  prescribes  medicine  for  the  sick. 

"  V,  Such  persons  so  acting  without  the  certificate,  cannot  reco- 
ver any  charge  for  medical  advice,  attendance,  or  medicines,  in  any 
court  of  law. 

*'  VL  No  peiiicm  can  act  as  an  Assistant  to  any  Apothecary,  fior 
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compounding  and  di^iensing  medidnes^  without  examination)  and  % 
certificate  of  his  coxnpet«ncy. 

"  VI  I.  For  the  iutbrmation  of  the  public,  a  list  c^  every  certifi** 
cated  Apothecary^  and  liis  place  of  residaice>  must  be  annually, 
published. 

"  Such  are  the  principal  regulations  of  tiiis.  Act,  and  of  tlioa» 
who  are  appointed  to  carry  it  into  execution;  frcan  which  it  is  mani« 
fest,  the  public  welfare  is  veir  properly  the  first  object,  while,  when 
in  full  operation  and  effect,  the  Apothecary  acquires  no  other  advan- 
ttige  than  protection  from  the  intrusion  of  impostors  into  liis  profes- 
aion,  and  a  recognition  of  his  ri^ht  to  the  character  and  privileges  ,af 
%  lawful  medical  practiser — a  distinction  just  and  politic,  and  surely 
merited  by  that  class  to  whose  care  and  skill  the  health  of  nine^tentha^ 
<:sf  the  population  of  the  British  Empire  is  committed* 

"  The  dispensing  Chemist  and  Druggist  petitioned  ParUament' 
againat  the  Bill,  and  are  exempt  £com  its  operation ;  and  are  there- 
fore not  subjected  to  any  test  ci  their  competency  to  make  up  pi^es* 
criptionaand  dispose  medicines ;  or  to  any  inspection  of  tlie  qualitiea. 
of  their  drugs;  &c.  and  are  consequently,  in  this  respect,  absolutely 
without  superintendance  or  controul.  But  if  they  prescribe  medi- 
cines for  the  aick,  they  are  then  liable  to  inibrmation  and  prosecution^ 
and  the  penalties  for  such  offence. 

"  If  these  important  enactments  be  faithfully  and  fairly  executed, 
they  must  prove hiffMy  satisfactory  to  all  ranks  of  society  ;   and,  I. 
think,  every  one  wiQ  coincide  in  opinion,  that  this  Act  is  one  in  wliich 
the  public  have  the  highest  possible  degT^  of  intenest,  and  that  they 
cHiglit  to  be  acquainted  witli  its  purport. 

'*  The  chief  objects  also  of  the  Surgeons'  Bill,  which  wa3  intn>« 
duoed'SO  late  in  the  last  session  of  Paniament,  and  withdrawn  for 
amendment,  were  to  prevent  persons  f  ora  exercising  'the  art  oi*  sur- 
gecy  in  anv  part  of  tlus  kingdom,  without  examination  and  approval 
by  the  College  of  Surgeons,  excepting  those  already  in  practice. 

"  Unfortunately,  tlie  Apotliecary's  Act  is  not  so  perfect  as  could 
be,  wished ;  a  fault  certainly  not  to  be  imputed  to  its  suitors — for  • 
ibom  various  regulations  and  amendments  introduced  bv  tlie  Peers, 
it  was,  when  returned,  rejected  by  the  Commoi^,  and  tnerefore  haii 
twice  to  pass  through  Inih  Houses.  The  consequence  was,  tliat 
thfre  b^g  barely  time  to  get  it  through  in  that  session,  some  erron^ 
that  were  discovered  in  it  could  not  be  corrected.  But  the  Ijord 
Chancellor  observed,  that  it  was  in  principle  an  excellent  measure^ 
and  considering  it  ratlier  an  experimental  one,  its  defects  and  omis- 
sions, wheh  fully  ass'^ertained,  could  be  easily  amended  at  a  future 
period. 

"  Perhaps  no  stronger  evidence  can  be  adduced  of  the  inadequate 
education  and  unfitness,  generally,  of  young  men  uitending  to  prac- 
tise physic,  and  heuce  of  the  necessity  for  tliese  regulations,  than 
the  few  candidates  that  have  applied  to  the  Court  of  Examiners  of 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries  for  examination  of  their  qualifications. 
Not  mor^  than  twenty  have  offered  themselves ;  yet  there  are  many 
hundreds  of  pupils  in  tiie  London  hospitals,  otherwise  eligible,  but 
not  ])ossessing  a  competent  degree  of  knowlege  to  become  candidates. 
*'  It  is  reported  that  on  two  examining  days  lately  at  the  College 
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of  Surgeons^  105  candidates  passed^  and  received  the  diploma  !  It 
is  evident  the  testimonials  of  eligibility,  and  the  subjects  of  examina^ 
tion  being  different^  that  a  candidate  may  pass  there  with  great  eclat, 
who  has  not  the  requisite  qualifications  for  the  examination  at  Apo- 
thecaries' Hall :  thus,  the  former  may  be  crowded  with  ig)plicants, 
while  the  latter  has  few ;  owing  to  a  conscious  deficiency  in  those 
sciences  that  constitute  the  course  of  examination  at  the  Hall,  and^ 
perhaps,  a  wish  to  acquire  tiie  knowledge  of  them  previously  to  pre- 
senting themselves.  If  tlie  last  be  really  the  motive,  it  assuredly  is 
very  commendable.  But,  I  fear,  and  indeed  positively  know,  that 
many  students  have  imbibed  a  notion,  that  if  they  possess  a  surgeon's 
diploma^  they  may  legally,  and  with  impunity,  practise  physic^  with- 
out the  certificate  of  an  Apothecary. 

''  As  this  impression  is  most  erroneous,  and  might  prove  exceed- 
mgly  injurious  to  many  voung  men  intending  to  settle,  whose  pecu« 
niary  means  are  commonly  very  scanty,  it  cannot,  for  the  sake  of  the 
public,  as  well  as  of  those  so  erring  in  judgment,  be  too  soon  noticed 
and  refuted.  They  who  commenced  practice  as  Apothecaries,  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  without  certificates,  are-— 

*'  1.  Ineligible  to  any  public  appointment 

''  2.  Are  liable  to  certain  fines  and  penalties,  according  to  the 
fourth,  before-cited,  provision. 

**"  S.  They  have  no  legal  claim  for  any  remuneration :  and  what- 
ever be  the  amount  of  their  book  debts,  should  any  practitioner 
become  obnoxious  to  his  neighbours,  the  whole  of  this  property  will 
be  endangered. 

''  4.  They  risk  the  degradation  of  their  professions^  character 
and  reputation. 

"  5.  The  probable  compulsory  relinquishment  of  business,  when 
they  have  incurred  the  expencc  of  settling,  to  comply  witli  the  regu- 
lations which  the  law  and  the  Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Society  6f 
Aoothecaries  have  imposed*. 

*'  The  British  Legislature  has  at  length  enacted  some  provisions 
to  guard  the  public  health  from  tlie  practices  of  the  grossly  ignorant. 
On  public  grounds  purely  I  have  noticed  and  detailed  some  of  the 
mostim})ortaiit  of  the  enactments,  and  made  them  the  subject  of  ani* 
madversiun  and  explanation  ;  and  as  a  caution  to  those  individuals 
most  immediately  concerned,  from  motives  of  humanity,  I  have  set 
fortli  some  of  the  evils  the^  will  incur,  who  choose  to  set  at  naught 
and  violate  institutes  so  wise  and  patriotic. 

Nov.  29, 1 8 1 5.        "1  am,  Sir,  your's,  &c.    PHILO-MEDICUS." 


*  There  fje  two  other  dilemmas  we  apprehend,  to  which  those 
entering  into  practice  since  August  1st,  as  Apothecaries,  and  acting 
without  tlie  certificate,  will  be  exposed  ;  and  which  PhUo^Mediais 
has  omitted  :—  1.  That  having  no  real  designation  or  rights,  any 
contract  of  co-])artner8hip  with  a  legal  Apothecary  would  be  liable  to 
be  vitiated,  at  tlie  pleasure  of  tlie  partner  practising  before  the  pass- 
tng  of  the  Act,  or  having  a  certificate:— -and,  2.  such  pretended 
Apothecaries  will  ha>fb  no  exemption  to  plead  &om  serving  on  jurie% 
Isets^  or  parochial  o^es. 
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A  General  Bill  of  the  Diseases,  Casualties,  Christenings^  and  Buriak,  from 
December  U,  1814,  to  December  13,  1815.  By  ih  Parish  Ccrks  of  lyJiidon. 


Abortive  uid  StOborn fi04 

AbaoeH  .^ ^ 105 

Aged « 1757 

Ague 5 

Apoplexy  and  Suddenly tfl 

ASSma 680 

Ikdridden t 

Bile 5 

BkjtHiiag « 23 

Bursicn  and  Hupture.M......    SA 

Cvisussa ~ 88 

Chidden  Pox S 

Childbed ».  1S8 

Coltb U 

Cglkli,  Gripes,  dec. .....    S6 

Cofttumption  ».........4?10 

CoavDlnoas .3324 

Cough  and  Hoopmg  Cough  7^ 

Cramp ............  ~ 4 

Croup 87 

Diabetes. 6  i 


EvnT.. 7 

Fevers  of  all  kiods..... 1S09 

Fistula ».. 8 

Flux 


as 

French  Pox 22  * 


Talpftadon  of  aieiieBit..v..     6 

Palsy 165 

Pleurisy IB 

Quins}'. 5 

Rash.. 1 

Rbeiimatism 9 


Goat — 67  .Scrophula 3 


Dropsy 792  i  Morti&atioa. 

Found  dead 


Gravel,  Stone,  Strangury...    16 

Grief. « ~.     5 

Headinold^ot,  Horsboe-  \  »o. 
heKl,&WatcrintIieHe«d;  ^-^ 

Impoethunie 4 

InnaBunation SaS 

InfiuLiiai 1 

Jaundice 9U 

Lethargy 1 

Livergruwu 46 

Luxnl^o M      3 

Lunatic ^. '. 828 

Mba:ilCS 711 

Miscarriage 2 

.»  306 


•••••«•••••••••«• ■ 


Bit  by  Dogs 2 

Brokc-fltimbs. 1 

Briiiiel 2  ' 

Dmvmwl  ~ 132 

Kxcesktve  drii\Hing 8 

Kxecuted* b 


71 

FV2hted..% 5 

Kilk'i  by  falU  and  several  \  -.g 

other  KCiidents ...« / 

K'xWM  th*'i»a4vc? 47 

Murdcre<l 1 


Scurvy 4 

Small  Pox 755 

Sore  ThioAt 6 

Sormaiid  Uloen 11 

Sp.ism 36 

St.  Anthony's  Fire 9 

Stojipage  in  the  Stomadi ...    ^ 

Surfeit X 

SU  Vitus'*  Dance 2 

Toeth 447 

Thrusli 11  j 

Tumor 3 

^^  iUT  in  1h^•  f;5i«t «    3 J 

Worms 3 

Overlaid 1 

Poidoned 1 

Scalded 10 

Shot 1 

Sulfocatcd 9 


Under  2  years  of  ^e........JS200 

Between     2    and    5 l?)t(j 

5  iw 870 


Total  of  Casualties...  5G3 

Ch7istetK!t1........Males  1 2.!!81...... Females  ll,1S3 In  all  23,414 

Buri'M Males  9,882 Fcinalcs    9,&78 InaU  li^,5C0 

Whereof  luive  died. 


10 
20 


SO- 
SO.. 


.  67'. 

.HIS 


Between  3U  and  40. 1824 


40 
50 
60 
70 


50. 

()0. 
70. 

80. 


.2073 
•  IKWi 
.Ui.l 
.1241 


Between   80  and  90......       fJ74 

90         H)0. 167 

100  yean  of  age S 

101..... T: 1 

I0i> I 


Decreased  in  the  norials  this  year  2SS. 


•  There  have  been  executed  in  the  City  of  London  aud  Comity  of  Surry,  20 ;   of  whkh  Number 
8  only  have  been  repotted  to  be  buried  within  Uw  Bilk  of  Mortality. 

v.— NOTICES    OF    LECTURES. 

I 

Si.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  —  The  Spring  Courses  of  Lectures 
will  cfmunence  on  SaturdaJ%  January  20th.  —  On  the  Tlieory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine,  by  Dr.  Hue :  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by 
Mr.  Abemethy :  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  Mr, 
Abemethy :  on  Chemistry  and  Materia  Mcdica,  by  Dr.  Hue :  on 
Midwifery,  by  Dr.  Gooch:  Anatomical  Demonstraticms,  by  Mr. 
Stanley.  Particulars  may  be  obtamed  by  application  to  Mr.  \Vnecler^ 
Apotliecary  at  the  Hospital. 

Dr.  Clutterbuck  wifi  begin  his  Spring  Course  of  Lectures  on  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Materia  Medica,  and  Chemistry, 
about  the  middle  of  January,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  No.  1. 
Crescent,  New  Bridge  Street,  where  particulars  may  be  had. 

Mr.  Clarke  will  commence  his  next  Course  of  Lectures  on  Mid« 
wifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  on  Wedneday, 
Jan.  24.     For  particulars,  apply  to  Mr.  Clarke,  10,  Saville  Row. 

Mr.  C.  Bell  will  re-conunence  his  Surgical  Lectures  on  Tuesday 
evening,  the  23d  inst,  at  s^ven.  He  will  give  a  Clinical  Lecture  on 
tlie  cases  in  the  Hospitid  every  week  during  the  C'ourse, 

Russell  Inatitulion. — Mr.  Singer  will  commence  a  Course  of  Lec- 
tures on  the  Elements  of  Electrical  Science ;  including  Galvanism 
and  Electro-Chemjstry;  about  the  end  of  January, 

For  the  Spring  Courses  of  Lectures  at  the  Theatre  of  Anatomy, 
&c,  Blenheim  Street,  see  the  Advertisement  on  the  cover. 
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A  METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE, 
/Vd0I  the  Hit  ofNfnfmber^  to  the  90th  ^Dttmbtr^  1815, 
KEPT  AT  RICHMOND,  TOEKSHIBE, 
8Sb  MUet  NW  from  London. 


D. 


BAfomettiT. 


Max. 


MkL 


Tfaeirm. 
MaxlMin. 


Ram 
Gage, 


Winds.      (  Weather. 


•V 


311^  i»S9  60 

S9  70 

29  91 

30  10 
30  83 

80 

99  59 

6529  47 


8399 

8430 

S5 

96 

27 


9999 

3099  35|99  83| 


83 
97 
15 

30  85 

30 

99 

99  65 


1730 
9499 


1 
8 
8 


99 
99 
99 
499 
99 
99 


53 
68 


99 
99 


5499 


55 


99 


5 
6 


7 
.8 


99 
99 
930 
1030 
1199 
1999 
1399 
99 


0498 
7089 
8399 
8199 
—'99 


03 


99 


0099 
8499 
89.99 
1499    49:99 
1588    8988 


1698    56,88 


1788 

1889 

ld;99 

18099 


88,98 
0999 
0998 
0498 


86 
69 

87 
46 
08 
47 
81 
81 
94 
96 
80 
63 
80 
15 
50 
49 
75 
05 
•89 
79 


40 
38 
38 
44 
43 
49 
39 
37 
39 
38 

48 
41 

44 
48 
48 
39 
34 
34 
35 
36 
40 
43 
43 
43 
48 
34 
31 
31 
31 
34 


SO 
31 
33 
36 
34 
34 
S3 
30 
97 
31 

37 
41 
40 
37 
35 
33 
39 
39 
31 
31 
39 
36 
35 
38 
31 
94 
95 
89 
95 
31 


N. 

•n'NW. 
91 NW. 
WNW. 

NW. 

N. 

NW, 

SW.. 

51  S£.. 


ISSwSW. 
09  SW. 
09  S£. 
01  M'^N.. 

NW,.  ■ 

NE» 

NE. 

NNE. 
Mtw>»NW,. 
96  SW.: 

W,.SW..f 

W.. 
0?W..SW... 

WbN.. 

NW. 

WbN. 

WbN,SE, 

NE. 


J 


S..  and  Sh.  of  Snow.* 
S..  and  &f  of  &ibw. 

&  9  Ct.. 

S. 

S.  9  Cy... 

S,.8Sh.  ofSleet 

Sh.  of  Snow  and  S. 

cy...  9  S..  3  8n.  4  StL. 

\Sy—  8  Am.. 

R..8'Fhund.&Light, 

Mi3t.,  4  R. 

Cy,.  9  S..  &  Sh. 

Cy....  4  Starlight. 

S..  8  R.  4  Snow. 

Sh.ofSn.&$..4Cy. 

Cy... 

Cy... 

Cy..9S....  4  Moon.. 

S..  4  Cy.. 

S....  4  Moon,. 

S.  &Sh. 
8«*a;  Sh..  4  Hoari.UkSh.  of  Sn. 

S...  9  Sh.  of  Sn.  4Mn... 

fi*.AtSh.  01  Snow»2  S»«>41liis.u< 
i9..«.  «j  v^y.... 
Snow.... 


ObfKtwUioni  on  Diseases  at  Ricki^ond. 


Trk  q[ua|itity  of  Raii^  dupng  the  month  of  Noyember  was  1  hich  14-100^ 
Catarrhal  and  Fdbrik  complainto  haye  prevailed  much  during  this  period* 
Hooping  pough  has  not  i^read  so  much  as  might  have  been  expected^ 
probaUy  vn  account  of  children  being  kept  more  m  the  ho^se  at  this  severe 
season.  T^fpW  has  made  its  appearapce  with  the  cdd  weather>  but  has 
not  been  very  hxtak  The  other  diseasca  under  treatment  have  been 
Efj$ipda»^  Gcstndtfnia,  Hitmabiriay  Hiemoftifm^  (J^fh«bnith  f^hisi^ 
PutwmaUs,  Podagra,  and  jRheuwiaiifnim§» 


-  .r 


MEtEdfidLOGlCAL  TABLE  FOR  LONDON, 

/V^wt  ihe9X^th  of  NOVEMBER,  to  the  I9ih  of  DECEMBER,  isis„ 

By  Mean.  HARRIS  &  Co. 
Mathematical  Irutrumait  Makers^  50,  Hi^  Ifotbom, 
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d. 


33 

94 


Tlienxii 


<i203i  41 
2139  43 
23(33  3« 
30  38 
33  36 

35  33  41 

36  35  45 

37  36  38 

38  33  40 
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39 


39 
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1 
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4 


5  43 


6 


13 


U 
15 
16 
17 
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19 


4029^ 
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3430 
3330' 
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37  30« 
3430> 
3430 
33  30 
50  39139^ 


50  U  5099^ 


48 
45 


40 


7  39 

8  36 
935 

10  30 
1131 


37 


13  39 


35 
45 
49 

:)5 

30 
98 


91 


40» 

39« 

59» 

30^ 

38' 

30* 

30* 

60* 

90 


30 


53  44130  393 
47  4439<39« 
47  4839<* 

44  41 39"  393 

36  SO  39"  OS 
30  3930  60 

33  3130< 

35  3830*  30^"^ 
49  3530^30* 
41  3530^  30« 

45  3730''|30' 
47  4030^ 
49  4599'|99^ 
53  3699*50 

37  33  39  39*1 
37  3339'' 

34  3339'^l67« 


.03 


.93 
.95 
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.14 

.03 
.03 


.19 


Hygtom. 
Dry.  \Damp, 
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7 
5 


19     131 
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5N 
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0 
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19 

8 
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9 

34 

30 
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13 

7 

7 

7 

0 

0 

5 

7 

10 

10 

13 

19 

15 

4 

3 
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9 

10 


15 
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Winds. 


Atmo.  Variation. 
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A  REGISTER  OF  DISEASES 
Bdween  NOVEMBER  ^(Hk  and  DECEMBER  19t/i,  IS  15. 


Abortio ... 
Abscessio. 


psoas. 


Amaurosh... 
Amenorrhoea 

Aii'eutia 

Aiuisarca..... 


Angina  Pectom 

Anorexia 

Aphtha  lactfniiuin . 
■  anginosa . . . . 

Apoplexia 

Ascites 

Asthenia 

Asthma 

Asphyxia 

Atrophia 

Bl'ouchitis  ticufa..,, 
— — — —  chronica. 


I 


Bronchocele 

Ca%o 

Cancer 

Carbunculus 

Car/iialgia , 

Carditis , 

Catarrhus 

Cephalalgia 

Cephalt^a 

Chlorosis 

Cliorca 

Cholera 

Colica 

■    PicUm  nni 

Conviilsio  ...: 

Cynanche  ToirfnlLiris, 
— — —  7JiuU:(na... . 

— Tr 01' hen  Us,. 

—  Parutidta, . . 

■  Phanfufrea, 

Delinun  Trewiena... . 

Diabetes 

Diarrhoea 

Dysenter  a..." 

Dyspepsi^ 

Dyspnoea 

Dyauria 

Ecthyma 

Eczema 

EneuriH 

Euteritls 
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Entrodynia 

Epilepsia 

Epistaxis 

Erysipelas 

Erythema  Icpve 

— —     eravida 

Erythismus  Merc 

Febris  intermitttJis 

— —  catu rr halts .......... 

'  Sj/nocha 

'     T II phut  mitior 

Tjiphus  gratior  ... 

—  Synochus 

—  I'uerpcra 

—  remit.  In  fan/ 

Fistula 

Fiirunculus 

Gastritis 

Gastroflvnia 

(>onorrhtea 

Itonatcmosis 

Hirmatiiria 

Hiemoptoe 

Ha?niorrha^ia 

IIjrmorrh(.is 

Ilcmipletria...*. 

Hopatalgia 

Hepatitis 

Ilt'rnia 

Herpes  Zoster 

— — —  circinntits 

laJnalis...,»., 

yrwpu  tia  /i.y. ....... . 


Hvdrartlivrus 

Hydrocele 

Hydrocephalus 

Hydrothorax 

Hypochondriasis 

Hystcralgia 

Hysteria 

Hysteritis 

Icnthyosis...., 

Ictems 

Impetigo  eri/sipelatodes . . . 

'   scabida 
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Lithiaais 

Lumbago -. 

Mania 

IVIelanchoUa. 

Menorrhagia. 

Morbi  InfantiL'S^, 


Nephralgia 

Nephristis 

Obstipatio 

Odontalgia 

Ophthahuia 

Otalgia 

Palpitatio : 

Paralysis 

Faronycliia 

Pemphigus 

Pericarditis 

Peripueuiuooia 

.Peritouitis 

Pernio , 

Pertussis 

Phlegmasia  doferu.,, 

Phiogosis 

Phrenitis. 

t'hthisis  PulmoMoUs, 

Physconia 

Plethora , 

Pleuritis 

Pleurodyne 

Pkieunumia. 

Podagra 

Porrigo  larralh 

saitulafa 


1 
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5 
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Vorrii^o  favosa 

PrulupsiiS 

Prurigo  mltis. . 
r-  senilis. 


Psoriaais  guttata 

inveterata 

Purpiu-a  hcenion'hagia.,. 

Pyrf»sis 

Rachitis ,. 

Rheumatismus  acutus, . . . 
— — —  chronicus. 

Rubeola 

Scabies 

Scarlatina  simulex. 


am^nosa. 


Scorbutus.. 

Scrofula 

Spasmi. 

Strictura 

Strophulus  in  tertinctus, . . 

Syncope 

SjTjhius 

Tabes  Mesonterica 

Vaccinia 

Varicella 

Vciriola 

Vermes. 

Vertigo 

Urticaria  febrilis 


Total  Number  of  Cases.. 


I'    Total  of  Deaths. 


2 
2 
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12 
43 
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86 
35 
18 
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*  MotM  InftintUa  i»  meftitt  to  campxUe  liiov  DwmU tr  prindpiUly  Arising  from 
io^RffeRdon,  9JM  which  may  be  too  trivial  to  enter  under  aiiy  dutiiut  Iioub ;   Morbi 
Complainti  m  are  popuiatly  twrogd  bUitms,  Kit  cannot !»;  accmntely  olawed. 


dentitInQ  or 
BUUui,  such 


Considering  that  the  mortality  of  the  General  BUI  for  1814  greatly  __ 
ce«ds  the  aFfragcd  standard,  the  mortality  of  the  present  year  may  be 
estimated  as  very  high.  Small  Pox  and  Measles  appear  to  have  committed 
great  rayages;  thie  deaths  from  the  former  have  increased,  the  Utter 
pare  diminished. 

•  * 

Tile  bnimal  ingress  has  been  portentous.  AU  the  varieties  of  tempera^ 
tufe,  of  storms,  and  of  sickness,  nave  characterized  the  past  month.  The 
inortaiity  has  been  enormous.  The  deaths  in  the  Bill  of  Mortality  for  the 
week  from  December  the  5th  to  the  12th,  amount  to  1254;  a  number  above 
that  of  a  whole  month  in  more  favourable  seasons. 

Diseases  partaking  of  the  inflammatory  character  have  been  most  preva* 
lent,  altbougn  they  may.be  chiefly  classed  under  Fehres  or  Pneumonia* 
Of  the  former,  ^tarrhal  fever  has  been  very  general  and  severe ;  and  indeed, 
Jli«s  been  consi^red  by  several  of  our  R^porterSj  to  be  epidemic  in  a  hiyh 


M        MontMn  Ptw9  &f  Subelaneii  used  in  Phtrmaey. 

( 

itegiree;  bat  dm  in  pur^nkHrdiBtriots  of  the  town  only,  and  cladij  in  {be 
•EYUth  weit  of  it.  These  cases  were  ebanicterized  by  rigors,  follow^  by 
hefit  of  skiD,  qukkpulsej  thirst,  Tioknt  head-ache,  and  a  g^eneral  seuMitioA 
«£  great  fatigue.  The  eyes  were  generaUv  stifiused,  and  impatieiit  of  light; 
and  bpth  ^em  and  tlie  nostrila  d»chafgea  a  hot,  acrid  serum,  which  some- 
tkni^.  di^coriated  the  cheeks  and  the  upper  lip.  Cough  generally  siiper- 
veneiL  ^  The  treatment  was  Tery  simple  ;  most  of  the  cases  yielded  to  brisk 
aur^g  and  ^Haphoretics^  One  of  our  Reportets  states,  that  after  the 
fdbnle  ac^on  had  subsided,  he  found  that  the  cou^  was  soon  allayed  by 
•ftiaE  doses  of  ipeeacnanha  combined  wkh  extract  of  belladonna,  which 
adled.  mare  efi^^aciously  for  that  purpose  than  any  preparatbns  of 
a^hiin. 

Mabeola  is  spreading  and  is  very  fatal  Of  the  mortality  from  this  dis- 
casej  the  opinion  we  long  since  advanced,  that  it  was  confined  pruidpall^ 
td  the  poorest  classes^^  and  originated  from  neglect  and  ignorance,  experi- 
ence iiuiy  confirms.  Most  of  me  deaths  reported  are  the  patients  of  public 
charities.-  One  of  our  Reporters,  having  charge  of  a  large  Infirmary,  haft 
recorded  97  cases  in  the  present  Register ;  seven  of  which  he  lost ;  and  four 
of  them  under  typhoid  symptoms.  Of  tha  whole  of  the  deaths,  three  only 
were  in  private  practice. 

JPerfttiMV  also  has  been  Tery  serere  and  dangerouftt 

Of  Cytitinche  under  any  form  there  hat  been  less  than  usual. 

Ssarifitiua,  which  shewed  a  formidable  aspect  hi  our  last,  is  neariy 
cKtiiiguished.  More  than  half  the  number  of  the  cases  entered  were  ki  one 
Reporter's  practice  m  the  western  district;  and  he  retmrns  two  bekig 
ffead  under  the  simple  form  of  that  disease . — certauily  now  a  rare  dr* 
ciunManoe* .  ^ 

MxamtHoiio  pati  mortem*  -*-  The  fatal  case  of  Oasiriih  terminaled  by 
iiketi^n  of  the  inner  coat  of  the  stomach,  and  efiusiou  of  lymph  upon  the 
eRt^mal  $ucfiBbce  €»f  it.  Front  the  extent  of  the  intiammation,  a  rapture  of 
m  vehi^  todk  place,  which  occasioned  a  hemorrhage  into  the  stomadi  and 
inftesthies^  and  this  proved  the  immediate  cause  of  death. 

Monthly  Prices  r)/*SuB8TAKCi:s  employed  in  PHAaHACY. 
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MONTHLY   CATALOGUE   OF   BOOKS. 

Cursory  Remarks  on  the  Physical  and  Moral  History  of  tlic 
Human  Species^  and  its  Connections  with  surrounding  Agency. 
By  L.  S.  Bo3me.     8vo.  Baldwin  and  Co.  ^ 

A  System  of  Human  Anatomy.  By  John  Gordon,  M.D.  F.R.S.E. 
*&C-  Vol.  1.  SvK).     Cadell  and  Davies. 

An  Account  of  Two  successful  Operations  for  restoring  a  Ipst 
Nose  frran  the  Integuments  of  the  Forehead.  By  J.  C.  Carpue, 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  London,  &c.  4to. 
Longman  and  Co.. 

First  Lines  of  the  Practice  of'  Physic,  by  W.  Cullen,  M.D.  Sec. 
A  new  Edition,  with  considerable  Additions,  by  P.  Reid,  M.D. 
£  Vols.     Longman  and  Co. 

An  In<]^uiry  into  the  Causes  of  the  Motion  of  the  Blood.  By 
James  Carson,  M.  D^     8vo.     Longman  and  Co.    . 

The  American  Medical  and  Philosophical  Register ;  or.  Annals 
«f  Medicine,  Natural  History,  Agriculture,  and  the  Arts.  By  D. 
Hosack,  M.D,  F.L.S.  &g.  and  J.  W.  Francis,  M.D.  4  Vols.  Svo. 
Imported  by  Callow. 

NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  favours  of  Dr.  Bigsbj,  Messrs.  Adams,  Battley,  Newbolt,  Diamond, 
Clifton,  Barrowy  Medicus,  S^c.  and  many  anonymous  communicatioHS,  are 
received.  Of  the  latter  ikere  are  two,  on:e  on  Dyxentcry,  the  other  with  the 
signature  of  J,  M.  which  tee  shouCd  particularly  insert  had  they  been  properly 
authenticated;  hut  we  must  again  repeat,  that  unless  the  names  of  the  wri^ 
tens  are  ahor entrusted  with' the  editors,  it  is  impossitU  to  admit  into  the 
Repository  cases  and  statements  as  facts  in  practice,  tlutt  have  no  evidence  itf 
truth  but  assertion. 

They  who  do  not  wish  their  names  to  appear  to  the  cases  they  send,  trill 

find  the  Editors  hai?e,  in  the  present  Nunwer,  niade  an  arrangement,  bp 

which  they  hope  ta  elicit  and  record  fftany  valuable  fa/is,  thai  would  otherwise 

be  lost.    But  as  teery' thing  so  puhlislwd  will  he  solely  on  their  oum  resj^n^ 

sibility,  the  names  of  the  Communitaiors  mitst  be  confidentially  imparted. 

,   Once  more,   in  answer  to  our  still  numerous   Correspondents  regard^ 

ihg  the  Regulations  for  the  Qualifications  and  Examination  o/*  Apothecaries-, 

and  on  Medical  Education,  we.liave  entered  fully  into  both  subjects.     We 

are  aware,  however   important  such  points  matf  be,    that   they  become 

irksome  by  repetition.      However,  that  those  to  whom  they  are  of  immediate 

eonseauencc,   and  those  to  whom  they  are  hut  remotely  so,  may  he  emi4illti 

satisfied,  we  have  printed  eight  jtages  more  of  letter^ftress  than  our  allotted 

wumber.      Having,  therefore,   made  everjf  possible  sacrijiie,  this  we  tritsi 

vfill  he  accepted  as  a  proof  of  our  anxious  desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  all 

parties  ;  and  yet  without  abridging  the  usual  quantity  ofmntter. 

The  grievance  of  which  J.  W.  complains,  we  hope  is  merely  local,  and 
Kill  certainly  be  best  checked  by  local  remedies. 

Chicurgicus  deprecates  the  trouble  given  to  Medical  Men,  and  the  im^ 
ftrtinence  of  many  of  the  questions  put  to  them  by  Ztife  Assurance  Offices,  in 
regard  to  the  health,  habits,  S^c.  of  their  patients  ;  and  the  many  ftnpleasaut 
consequences  to  uiiich  they  may  at  some  future  period  be  exposed,  in  cases 
where  any  legal  disputes  arise  between  the  assunrs  and  assured.  We  rt?- 
m ember  some  years  ago  this  suliject  was  much  agitated  among  the  Faculfif, 
from  vert/  similar  feelings  with  those  o/'Chiriirgicu8  ;  tntt  no  remedy  was 
suggested  ;  and  principally  because  it  was  considered  tltat  by  complying  irith 
the  application^  they  rendered  a  servife  where  they  wished  most  to  oblige. 
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I. 

On  the  Effects  of  Arsenic  as  they  'appear  in  the  Human  Bcdy 
afier  Death.  Bj  J.  J.  Bigsby,  M.D.  of  the  York  Ho&* 
pital,  Chelsea. 

As  the  elaborate  work  on  Poisons  lately  published  hf  M. 
Orfila  only  details  the  effects  of  arsenic  as  they  appear  after 
death  on  the  bodies  of  the  inferior  animals ;  it  becomes  desira* 
ble,  in  medicine  and  m  jurisprudence,  to  continue  the  inquiry 
in  relation  to  the  human  subject  I  shall,  therefore,  present 
a  tabular  view  of  the  principal  cases  of  this  species  of  poison* 
ing,  which  have  occurred  in  a  rather  laborious  research ;  and 
from  these  data,  and  from  detached  facts,  attempt  a  generali2»u 
tion,  however  imperfect,  of  the  alteratbns  of  structure  occi^ 
■ioncd  by  arsenic. 

M.  Orfila  was  deterred,  by  a  deficiency  of  materials,  from 
entering  minutely  on  this  portion  of  his  subject,  and  contents 
himself -with  the  following  observation:—*'  We  may,  neverthe* 
less,  conclude,  upon  the  whole,  that  the  mouth,  stomach,  and 
intestines  are  inflamed ;  that  the  stomach  and  duodenum  some* 
times  present  gangrenous  spots,  eschars,  and  perforations  of  all 
their  coats ;  that  the  villous  coat  of  the  stomach  appears  as  if 
destroyed,  and  reduced  to  the  state  of  a  reddish-brown  dough ; 
finally,  that  all  the  other  viscera  arc  more  or  less  inflamed.'"  It 
shall  be  our  task  to  enlarge  upon  this  paragraph,  thereby  to 
ascertain  its  degree  of  accuracy. 

I  have  been  the  rather  induced  to  incur  a  slight  degree  of 
Uame,  from  an  appearance  of  repetition,  in  giving  the  synop- 
tical  table,  on  account  of  the  great  rareness  of  dissections  of 
persons  destroyed  by  this  substance ;  and  from*  the  sources  of 
information  being  very  widely  scattered,  and  somewhat  unusual 
in  the  generality  of  Medical  Libraries. 

The  table  is  of  so  simple  a  construction  as  to  require  little 
explanation.  I  shall,  therefore,  only  subjoin  the  authorities  for 
the  cases  it  contains,  and  observe,  that  where  the  compartments 
in  the  table  are  blank,  the  viscus  or  viscera,  heading  the  eolumi^ 
are  not  mentioned  at  all  by  the  author. 

vou  y.^^No.  86.  # 
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^«M4ice«,4e. 


Externdt 


1. 


'  X6  pet 


Woman,   cufiAiity^ 
^  yean; 


di«a  in 
hours. 


9 


2. 

Girl,  5 

(UedinlS 
thdon. 


■ » 


atomaeh. 


VeiT  much  oozrugtted^ 
consiaerable  gangrenous 
influnmation  near  pylo- 
rus:  at  the  bottom  cJTthit 
si(}e  was  a  lugt  abrasion, 
'.nth  a  little  arsenic  in  it 
(internally). 


ii^tttlnei* 


Very  di^tly  inflamed 
externally*  more  so  at  the 
duodenal  eKtremity  of  the 
hunger  curvature;  villous 
coat  in  a  state  of  very  high 
inflammation,  extendmg 
to  no  other  part 


(Esouf*ag%3, 
Drain. 


Right  lobe 
jf  lung  ad- 
'leiing  to  the  |jgh( 
pleura  006-. 
ralis. 


3. 

Woman, 
60  yeafs; 
died  in  12 
hoiirt* 


Colon  very  much 
ooiTUgftCod,  paxticu 
lariy  about  the  aidi. 
Duodenum  sligbtlj 
inflsmed,  and  die 
surface  of  small  in- 
tsidnes  marc  than 
usually  Vascular. 


Body  not  Inner  surface  here  and 
rigid,hind  there  eroded,  particular- 
partblack^  ly  about  pylorus ;  anenic 
abdomen  adhered  to  the  abrasions 
noitumid.  smong  the  membranous 
shreds. 


Duodenum  sonie- 
what  eroded  (inter* 
nally.) 


Lungs  un 
4nind  firom 
previous  dis- 


ULj-MUr,  Kki- 


t 


Liver  natu- 
ral, spleen 
red. 


' 


* 


piood  fluid 
in  the  heart, 
and  florid; 
lungs  black. 


4k 

Man;  died 
in  a  very 
short  time. 


Largish  qpots  of  yeUov 
blown,  or  red,  spreading 
themselves  toward  the  py- 
knus;  two  anpilar  abxap 
sions  of  the  viUous  coat, 
one  in  duit  part,  Ae  other 
ne|r  the  caraia. 


5. 


Vnoor- 


Child;  rapted,lio 
died  in  tumour 
12  hours,  nor  ble- 
mish, ex- 
cept abhl^l 
ish  livid 
tract  on 
tight  side 
of  the  back 
down  to 
the  groin 
nAd  thi^. 


^•m 


(Contained  much  fluid, 
with  arsenic  and  pieces  of  fcetkU 


Neitherputridnor 


Woman. 
Dose  hall 
an  ounce: 
Died  in 
IShouis. 


**• 


Contained  greenish  fluid 
with  curdy  substance  in 
it  (in  all  eleven  ounces)^ 
viUous  coat  of  great  cur- 
vature, near  pjdorus,  part- 
ly destroyed  to  the  size 
oi  a  crown  piece,  of  a 
daric  red,  witn  regularly 
defined  edges,  and  arsenic 
adhering  to  difllrent  parts 
of  its  suriface :  rest  natural. 


Slight  inflammi^ 
tion    of  peritoneal 
coat  of  small  intes 
lines. 


I* 


(1.)  Wolffs  Kphem.  Kat.  Cur.voL  v.obs,  29,  p.  115. 
(2.)     ..     .,  Med.  Phys.  Jouru.  vol  xxviii.  p.  345. 
i^)  MorgtfMi  Op«r.  Oao.  Epist,  Aoat*  lix.  art.  3b 
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t»- 


5i«^ef»4c. 


Etiernal 
apipewrtmce. 


7. 

Woni%Q, 
^Tycars; 
dioil  in  1£ 
hauxi. 


Livid 
pots 

about  the 
mouth, 
aeck,  cla- 
vicle, and 
right 
breast. 
Below  thf 
fab:  ribs 
many 
small  ec- 
chymoscs. 


Contoined  sevtral  Were  empty ;  but 

ounces  of  blown  ftuid:  i  their  blood  vessels 
fold  of  the  dttdia  EUed  were  very  much  load- 
with     much     congealed  ed  and  dittended.  A 


InttitUutt* 


8. 

Woman, 
l9/em: 
died  in  15 
hoorc 


blood,  and  some  mucus, 
contHining  several  half 
dissolved  fragments  of 
arsenic ;  it  showed  every 
where  a  very  gorged  state 
and  varicose  dilatation  of 
its  vessels. 


Musder 
of  face 
contrart- 
ed.      Ex- 


iiri, 


Heart,  Liimg$, 


iAvrr ,  HpUen, 
Bl^dder^  Kid- 
neys,^. 


few  pieces  of  arsenic 
found  here. 


VesseU  of 
theccsopha- 
gus  were 
crowded  and 
enlarged. 
The  heart 
naturaL 


Distended  with  fluid. 
External  surface  present 


External   surfiwe 
much  injected,  and 


ed  very  many  red-blood  intonal  surface  also  contained 


vessels.     Internal  surface 


ceuive  ri- rough  from  swelling  of 
gidity.  Co- mucous  glands  (new 
lour  of  black).  Itself  more  orl 
legs,  less  red,  and  spotted  here 

thighs,      and  there  with  very  Uack 
loins,  and  patches,  especially  toward 
back  more  pylorus.      Kpidermis  oi 
or  less       mucus  membrane  entire 
bhxe ;  face  ly    destroyed.       Cardiac 


in  lome  places. 


pale,  lips 
'^lue. 

Tempera- 
ture as 
.su-U  26 
houn 
ifter 
loath. 


liiver 
lURorat 


Ventricles 
of  the  heart 


orifice  shewed  an  elevated 
line  d  demarkation  (from 
loss  of  the  epidermis). 
So  deep  erosion.  Two 
days  after  the  dl33ection, 
the  fed  colour  had  nearlv 
disappeared,  and  the  black 
become  deep  red.  A 
cjrst  was  found  in  the  li- 
ver (according  to  Du- 
puytren,  an  cxpinsion  of 
the  mucus  membrane) 
with  traces  of  blood-ves- 
sdsonit  Itwasllinch 
long,  i  inch  broad,  1-24 
inch  thick.  Its  cavity  was 
divided  into  distinct  cells, 
.'ach  containing  a  piece  of 
irserac  Dupuytren  oon- 
Lcived  that  this  was  ISorm 
^  itta  two  previous  at- 
tempts at  poisoning  her- 
>elf,  from  the  oonstantl 
■<iin  of  the  ept8:astrium.| 


very  black 
blood.    . 
Aortic  vcn- 
t^cleshad  a 
Uttle  more 
than  the 
othets. 
Lung* 
greatly  goig- 
ed  throo^ 
two-thirds  ol 
(heir  sub- 
stance, and 
more  so 
behind.    In- 
cisions dis- 
played a 
compact 
tissue  and 
hard ;  from 
whence,  on 
sliglft  pres- 
sure«  blood 
issu^  with- 
out being 
accompanied 
by  ^obules 
of  air.     An- 
terior suz&ce 
red,  its  sub- 
stance elastic 
and  -iiiled 
jvithair. 


Liver  and 
>pleen  gQig« 
•dwitb 
blood. 


I 


■^•**i 


Jt 


(4.)  MorgagnU  Oper.  Omn.  Epist  Asat  Hx.  art  5. 
(.S.)  EtmuUer,  Eph.  Nat.  Cur.  torn.  IL  obs.  12<f,  p.  283» 
(6.)  JuAm  Hunter,  Med.  Ohir.  Trans.  voL  li.  p.  63. 
(7.)  Lflbord£^  Jouxfi.  de  Med.  tom.  Ixx.  p.  98. 
(8.)  Orftla,  TmU  d«8  Poisons,  vok  i.  p.  141.  « 

O   9 


— ► 


100 


Origuiat  iCammmkaiton$* 


9. 

Mam 
died  in  16 
houn. 


Back 
livid* 


10 
Child,  8 
yean;  died 
in  21 
houn. 


> 


11. 
Boy,  17 

died  in  tl 
hoon.' 


Externai 


Internal  mxifact  in  a  gan- 
peaoitt  state  near  the  py- 
uirui. 


Nopu 
tiidityt 
diriit   U- 
vidiaeaion 
the  iniide 
of  the 
thif^ 


Anenie  in  fragments, 
adhering  very  closely  to 
the  coats  of  &e  stomach. 
An  erasion  at  the  fundus, 
not  penetratizig  tliioug^ ; 
with  distension  of  sur- 
rounding vessels.  Coatt 
as  thin  aspi^ier. 


Jmtittinn* 


No  pain  of  abdo 
men,  even  on  pres- 
sure, during  the  pe- 
riod of  illnM 


• 


No  inflammation  on 
peritoneal  coat,  but  inner 
membnne  particularly  at 
lesser  curvatures,  and  neaj 
the  pylorusveiy  much  in- 
flained,  with  many  points 
of  eztravasated  blood.  In 
two  or  three  s^ts  of  the 
size  of  a  shilling,  the 
membrane  was  almded, 
and  in  one  or  two  spots 


SmaQ  intestines 
to  within  three  inches 
of  caput  coli  very 
mut'i  inflamed  ex- 
ternally, being  in 
some  places  of  a  flo- 
rid red,  but  mostly 
puiple  with  coagula- 
ble  lymph,  here  and 
there.  Duodenum 
and  jejunum  much 


a  circttlar  thickening  thickened.  The  three 


inches  of  ifiimi  a- 
bove  mentioned  were 
natural,  as  also  tlie 
rectum,  colon,  and 


(as     if    by    coagulabl 

lymph)  wiUi  points  of  ex- 

travassted    blood  on  it. 

Contained   a   yeOowish-j 

white  fluid  matter,  float-  ooecum ;  two  former, 

Ing,  and  a  heavy  white  smaller  than  usual. 

powder.    No  anenie  noi    ' 

t'sDcei  in  the  alimentary 

canaL    Cohesion  of  the 

lalimentaiy  canal  natunL 


12. 

Child 
di0diat4| 
hoitti. 


Body 

iwoln; 
oluisb 


«Tveen« 
naiblivid. 


■on/ka^Mtp  tiAver,  SpUen, 


Bruiiu 


«<y*.4«* 


not  inflamed.] 


Mucous  membrane 
of  small  intestines 
every  where  highly 
influned,  with  occa- 
sional extravasation. 
Mucous  membrane, 
of  large  intestines 
less  so,  but  still  in 
some  degree  towards 
the  rectum. 


MiAh  swohi,  derived 
of  its  villous  ooatf  thin, 
almost  transparent,  chec- 
|uered  with  livid  spots. 
Contained  a  very  Ifaetid, 
bIackish«birown  ley,  and  a 
dead  worn* 


Swollen. 


Throat 
inflamed* 
HeaH 
sound* 
Lungi 
ashen  co- 
loured, gan< 
^[renous. 
Srain  aa» 
tunL 


/ 


NatunL 


mn 


1%)  Bontititt  Scpnldur.  ton.  ii.  p^  90,  oba  5» 
(10»)  loHiofi  Med*  Repot,  voL  a.  p.  270. 
(11*)  JOr.  Tdk/whf^  Med.  Surg.  Jouin.  vol  v.  28^ 
(It.)  FUeri^  Mededne  Lcgdi^  past.  v«dliiz.p.  26i» 
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SM^fecf,^'. 


BHerml 
appcaramei. 


IS. 

Chfld; 
Syeus; 
lUedinSSl 
homii 


14. 
Wanan 

Thnc  un 
known. 


15. 
Woman 
Time  un< 


1«. 

Man: 
Died  in  ^ 
daje. 

DoMone 
dtacnm. 


17. 
Child. 


1& 

Man: 
rime  t 
mown. 


Back 

Uvid. 


of  ai 


Extenud  snzfkoe  slight 
ly  inflamed  ;  on  openinj 
it,  two  or  three  ounces 
coffee-coioured  fluid  were 
ponied  out ;  villous  coat 
very  highly  inflamed, 
considerably  more  to  than 
in  the  other  child. 


A  considerable  quan 
tityof  arsenic  in  lumps 
of  different  sizes,  adhere 
ing  to  the  coats;  and 
near  these  jdaces  it  was 
more  inflamed  than  elae^ 
where.  Violently  inflam- 
ed externally  and  inter- 
nally. 


SImmcA. 


Internal  surface 
small   intestines 
nd  also  the  rectum, 
highly  inflamed. 


The  stomach  contained 
abrownish-red  fluid.  Mu 
covtf  membrane  inflamed 
■nddestniyed;  partly  ad- 

ering  to  the  next  eoa 
and  partly  detached.  The 
adhering  parts  were  ash 
ebloored,  and  seemed  i 
if  burnt,  and  were  cortred 
with  a  white  sandy  pow- 
der. Chemical  tests  could 
detect  no  arsenic. 


Mucous  mem- 
brane of  intestines 
inflamed. 


Deprived  of  its  villous 
coat,  and  filled  with  fluid 
and  charxy  matter.  Pylo- 
rus gugmoai. 


Only  contuned  a  co> 
loured  water.    Inner 
membrane  ulcerated. 


Arsenic  found  in  same 
state  aa  when  swallowed. 
N«tthe  diglilcit  ttiaion 
nor  inflammation. 


InUsUneim 


tuigeocenoe 

on  external 

siurface;  the 

pUxiu 

choroides 

markably 

vascular. 


Violent   inftam- 
mation  internally 
and  externally*    ' 


OfareddishUack 
colour. 


Heari,  tati 


tu^. 


Heari,  tatn^t 


Brain  na- 
tural, cx< 
unusual 


:ccpt  suifi 


Ihtemal 
aoe  of 
the  bladder 
much  whiter 
thanusuaL 


The  vis- 
cera  sound, 
except  die 

OBSOMiagUt 

which 
inflamed. 


The  inter- 
nal mem- 
brane of  the 
mouth 
destroyed. 


The  wh«ae  oolon 
and  much  of  the 
other  intestines  gan- 
grenous, of  a  black- 
red  colour. 


Chest  fiill 
ofyeUow 
flvid.  Lungs 
moderately 
infltted  and 
blackish. 
Heart 
natural 


^Mhmi 


All 


SjfiecHanA 
U/bicy  natu- 
ral. Half 
the  liver 
««gfyBea'* 
and  as  if 
boiled. 


^ 


(IS.)  Med.  Phyu  Joum,  voL  xxviiL  p.  3i5. 

(14.)  fTAoMy,  Med.  Obeerv.  and  Inquiries,  voLvL  p.  337. 

(14.)  Jnier.— (^::^voL  Lpw.I71.    i\^)  Lkutand^  Hist.  Aoat.Med.n.s3oux.obfl.l5L 

(17.)  Wcirfer^  Histor.  Cicut.  Aquat.  p.  274,  cap.  xxi. 

il&)  ChtmriiTf  Dr.  DuiWBfl*c  Journal,  YoL  vif.  p.  9^4 


lot 


Ortgiiuil  ooMiittnitcdftfMif • 


Sulglteg,^ 

Brtemai 

Shmaek, 
% 

tnttttina. 

iknm^^gns.  Liver,  aptef*] 
marTtMft^,  BUiUrr,  Ktd- 

19. 

Mao. 

anknowQ. 

No  morbid  appearance 
except  a  thickening  of 
the  membrane. 

• 

m 

Not 

1   named. 

A  dra«bm  of  arsenic  in 
the  stomadi,  but  ao  dis- 
ease. 

NatutaL 

• 

On  external  examination »  the  body  generally  appears  marked  in 
dijf^rent  situations  with  long  livid  stripes  or  patches  of  various  sizes; 
and  in  some  cases  with  small  ecchymoses.  On  several  occasions  it 
was  black  on  the  posterior  part  of  the  body ;  on  others,  it  was  unU 
versally  of  a  blueish  green  colour,  and  puffed  up. 

On  tradnc  the  alimcntaiv  canal  from  above  downwards,  we 
ind  the  mouth  only  once  affected,  in  a  case  of  remarkable  seventy 
and  propc^tionately  of  very  con^derable  duration. 

The  cesophagus,  which  in  the  lower  animals  Mr.  Bi^odie  always 
found  uninjured,  is  also  seldom  inflamed  in  the  human  subjsct, 
Th^  above  table  furnishes  us  with  three  instances ;  m  one^  the  symp- 
toms  during  lif^  and  the  appearances  after  death  were  very  mila; 
but  in  Uie  other  two,  both  were  violent 

The  nature  of  the  contents  of  the  8t(»nach  must  in  a  great 
measure  depend  on  accident.  The  mass  has  varied  to  almost  every 
shade  of  colour  and  consistence : — it  has  been  pelludd,  yellow, 
Vovn^ifih  red,  brownish  black ;  it  has  been  thickened^  qv  watery ^  or 
partly  resembling  curds.  Sometimes  arsenic,  in  fragments,  is  found 
lying  loosely  among  the  mixed  fluids  and  solids ;  sometimes  a  minute 
chemical  investigation  cannot  detect  the  remotest  trace  of  th^  del^ 
^rious  substance. 

The  villous  coat  of  the  stomadi  is  most  commonly  the  seat  of 
v^  intense  inflammation ;  but,  in  three  instances,  none  wbitever 
was  discernible ;  and  the  case  furnished  by  EtmuUer  is  quoted  by 
Orfila  as  a  fourth  example  of  this  fact ;  out  it  will  be  easily  seen 
from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  ori^nal  report,  of  which  No.  5 
ss  a  concise  trjinscnpt,  never  adverts  to  the  presence  or  absence  of 
inflammation  in  apy  part  of  the  body ;  and  that  the  attention  is 
3nfincd  to  piitrefaction.  No,  7  also  is  somewhat  remarkable  for 
le  mildness  of  tlie  morbid  appearances,  as  well  as  for  the  tran* 
uiHity  and  ease  observed  through  the  period  of  the  attack.  Jaeger> 
ib  a  German  the^s  on  arsenic,  in  relating  a  dissection,  says,  ^^  there 
was  only  observably  a  slight  spotted  redness  about  the  cardia,  a 
discoloration  at  the  bottom  pf  the  stomach,  and  a  very  small  brown 
9pot,  where  the  villous  coat  seemed  superficially  bumt*^    Ruysdi^ 


£ 
£ 


q9,>  JiCift^wJhfUi^  ToLlf.15^  (20.)  SaUkh^t^tfki^  vpV  i.  p.  JM. 


Big^by  on  ikt  Effieti  ofArttnU  I0!l 

siflftiy  year»  4go,  found  that,  if  the  patient  were  dMroyed 
be&re  the  arsenic  had  exerted  its  full  energy,  together  with 
the  broad  inflammatory  base,  bloody  points  of  extravasation 
are  scattered  over  the  surface  of  tne'  stomach* ;  but  these 
do  not  frequently  occur  alone^  and  are  enlarged  into  coagula  of 
various  dimensions. 

The  more  comibon  appearance  is  that  of  eroaons  or  abrasions 
of  the  villous  coat,  whicn  are  often  seated,  on  a  diifuse  surface 
of  intense  inflammation ;  but  in  the  dissection  detailed  by  John 
Hunter,  the  mucous  coat  was  inflamed  to  a  very  small  distance 
from  the  erosion.  The  erosions  assume  the  form  of  angular  or 
somewhat  circular  depressions,  with  regularly  defined  or  ragged 
edges,  in  which,  and  oh  the^  surface,  pieces  of  arsenic  are  very 
commonly  discovered ;  and  in  one  case  actually  agglutinated  to 
the  parts :  this  substance  has  also  been  seen  adhering  to  the 
infl^uned  portion  of  the  stomach,  with  an  increase  of  the  morl»d 
effect  in  its  vicinity. 

The  abrasions'!-  are  of  various  dimensions,  and  in  extremely 
▼iolent  examples  extend  over  the  whole  cavity,  occasionin/^  a 
deposition  ot  a  mixed  char-coknired  fluid :  nor  arc  these  irw 
stances  extremely  raret. 

The  inflammatory  base,  bloody  points,  coagula  and  erosionti 
are  not  often  solitary,  but  occur  m  beautiful  gradation  in  the 
same  subject ;  the  mildest  being  situated  toward  the  centre  of 
the  organ,  while  the  violence  strengthens  on  approaching  the 
orifices,  and  particularly  the  pylorus. 

The  inflammatory  process  is  proportionate  to  the  interval  of 
time  which  had  elapsed  between  <leath  and  the  exhibition  of 
the  poison ;  'and  relatively,  according  to  the  empty  or  full  state 
of  the  stomach  at  the  time,  and  the  medical  treatment  employed. 

The  muscMlar  coat  is  very  seldom  adverted  to;  but  never-^ 
thelessy  at  least  in  severe  cases,  it  is  included  in  the  general  do* 
rangeinents.  Itself  susceptible,  it  is  closely  connected  to  a 
membrane  hi'ighly  inflamed,  and  usually  contracts  violently 
during  the  penoci  of  the  disease. 

The  peritoneal  coat  is  not  very  frequently  afiected ;  and 
when  it  does  occur,  it  is  recognised  by  an  increase  in  the  size 
and  the  number  of  the  small  vessels  of  the  part. 

In  milder  cases,  Dr.  Baillie  and  Dr.  Yellowly  have  found 

*  AtiyicA.  Thesaurus  Anai.  viii«  p.  21. 

t  Navier  sur  des  ConirepoUons,  torn.  i.  p.  17  et  I69. 

X  Porulf  in  his  ''  AncUomk  Medecak"  (vol.  v.  p.  117)  fyivcs  an 
instance  of  abdominal  hsmorrhagy  having  occurred  from  the  use  of 
frsenic ;  thus,  *'  J'ai  vu  un  exemple  dans  un  homme  qui  avoit  et6 
cmpmsson^  avec  de  Tarsenic;  Te^omac  et  Tintestin  duodenum 
ctoient  rouges  et  ouverts." 


104  OrigimU  CmiwimaUimu. 

die  stomach  thickened  in  several  parts,  as  if  bj  coAgulable 
lymph :  and  in  one  case,  indeed,  a  tnickening  of  the  coats  was 
tne  only  alteration  of  structure  observable. 

The  cohesion  of  the  stomach  has  twice  been  said  to  be  na-» 
tnral.,  referring  to  the  healthy  part :  it  has  been  met  with  verf 
much  corrugated. 

Arsenic  produces  sitnilar  eflbcts  on  the  intestines,  but  of  a 
more  lenient  character,  and  less  powerful  in. proportion  to  tlie 
distance  from  the  stomach,  with  the  exception  of  the  rectum. 
The  mucous  membrane  is,  in  common,  strongly  phlo^^osed ; 
that  of  the  duodenum  in  the  most  marked  manner :  it  has 
been  the  seat  of  erosions ;  and  Portal  has  observed  it  actually 
perforated  with  a  ragged  orifice.  The  inflammation  continues 
down  the  jejunum  and  ilium,  gradually  declining  in  vigour ; 
and  usually  disappears  in  the  larger  intestines,  ahhough  they 
have  been  met  witb  of  a  reddish  black  colour,  from  gangrene 
as  the  writers  conceive. 

Dr.  Baillie  was  informed  by  persons  of  good  authority,  that 
m  two  cases,  on  examination  after  death,  ulcers  were  found  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  rectum :  it  was  highly  inflamed  in  the 
case  of  the  child.  No.  13  of  the  tabular  view. 

The  peritoneal  coat  of  the  intestines  is  not  unfre<][uently 
much  more  vascular  tlian  natural ;  at  other  times,  the  mflani* 
ination  has  been  confined  to  the  small  intestines,  or  to  portions 
^  them ;  and  now  and  then  it  is  altogether  absent. 

The  intestines  do  not  frequently  contain  arsenic. 

The  duodenum  and  jejunum  have  been  mentioned  as  bein^ 
very  much  thickened ;  and  the  colon  strongly  corrugated,  parti* 
cnlarly  about  the  arch. 

The  liver  is  often  spoken  of  as  sound ;  but  in  a  severe  case 
it  was  gorged  with  blood ;  in  anotlicr  it  w&s  **  grysea  et  auan 
elixa,"^  The  spleen  is  seldom  examined :— ^it  has  dther  oeen 
said  to  be  sound,  orJllUd  with  blood. 

The  bladder  of  the  child  (No,  13)  was  much  whiter  than 
tisual  on  its  internal  surface. 

The  brain  has  seldom  engajged  the  attention :  it  has  been 
reported  natural,  and  in  one liistory  it  is  mentioned  to  be  unu* 
snally  turgid  on  its  external  surface,  and  the  plexus  choroidea 
was  remarkably  vascular. 

No  morbid  appearance  has  been  discovered  about  the  heart  I 
its  cavities  are  often  filled  with  fluid  blood. 

The  lungs  have  been  black,  and  full  of  blood ;  they  have 
been  described  to  be  ashen-coloured  and  gangrenous.  The 
right  lobe  was  found  adhering  to  the  pleura  oostalis. 

What  has  hitherto  been  advanced,  refers  to  the  body  soon 
after  death.  The  Gerinan  writers  have  gone  ftirther,  and  have 
formed  opinions,  whidi,  for  their  supposed  utility,  respectable 
•rigin,  oid  lateness  of  date^  ought  not  tD  be  passed  over. 
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It  has  been  alternately  asserted,  tbilt  arsenic  produces  a  pre- 
tematuralljr  speedy,  or  slow,  putrefaction.  In  support  of  the 
former  idea  I  know  nothing  \  but  in  confirmation  of  the  latter^ 
Professor  Pfaff  has  produced  an  instance  where^'the  body  of  a 
person  poisoned  by  arsenic  lay  fourteen  days  id  the  ^rave  with* 
out  any  sensible  putridity.  Metzger  details  another,  where 
examination  ^diteen  days  afler  death  discovered  neither  pu- 
trescence not  rastor ;  and  Etmuller  adds  a  further  case^  noticed 
in  the  taUe^  where  the  body  was  four  days  above  ground, 
and  ^our  days  buried  in.  a  wet  season,  without  any  signs  of  pu-^ 
trefaction* 

Dr.  Backmann,  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Erianflren  for  1813,  from  personal  observation,  '^'oonsidera 
the  fQUowing  drcumstancea  as  important  indications  of  poisoning 
W  arsenic,  viz.  the  slight  progress  of  putrefaction,  considering 
tne  time  of  buriid  and  Uie  weather ;  the  mahogany-^brown  colon t 
of  the  skin  after  the  white  mould  had  been  wi]^  off;  the  elastic 
and  mummy-like  hardness  of  the  skin,  which  cuts  like  the  hard 
rind  of  cdd  cheese ;  the  conversion  of  panniculus  adiposus  and 
abdominal  muscles  into  a  mass  like  bacon  or  cheese :  and  also 
the  peculiar  smell  of  the  catties  when  opened,  which  resem* 
ble  offensive  cheese,  instead  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas, 
which  is  usually  generated  during  puOre&ction.  This  is  a  re- 
mark of  Wessfer,  a  Prussian  physician  (HufelmdCe  Joumalf 
vol.  xvi.  No.  1 ,  p.  180.) 

Moreover,  tiia  experiments  and  observations  of  Prof.  Kelch^ 
of  Konigsberg,  wUdi  were  expressly  made  to  ascertain  the 

E^wers  of  arsenic  tQ  resist  putrefaction,  and  wliich  yrere  pub- 
hed  in  Hufeland^s  Journal  (voL  19  and  82),  seem  to  put 
the  antiseptic  power  of  amenic  out  of  doubt :  and  it  deserves  to. 
be  mentioned,  that  Professor  Eelch,in  examining  the  intestines 
of  a  person  poisoned  by  arsenic,  remarked  the  same  disagree- 
able smell ;  out  not  at  all  resembhng  diat  of  putrefying  in- 
testines. 

No  experiments  have  been  made  in  Britain  on  this  eubjed, 

*  * 

II, 

I 

Same  Bemarka  en  the  Mode  of  detecting  Stone  in  the  Bladdof  a 
vAh  the  Deeeription  of  an  Improved  Sound  for  thtft  j^finff^poetn 
By  Jambs  Bablow,  Surgeon,  Blackburn,  jUaa9aslfipe«. 

'  't  ,  '  : 

•  .  .  * 

Whoi^vex  attentively  considers  the  delicate  and  compliK 
fltnicture  oT  the  urinary  organs,  and  fhe  functioiu^  whieh  they 
axe  destined  to  perform,  will  readily  a(£rnit  that  thejr  coi^^ 
quest  exposal^  to  disease  mid  paih  demands  from  the  surgeon 

vox..  v.«-^o,  96,  p 
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the  most  prompt  and  attastiVe  confflderatioii  to  impart  relief* 
Qn  these  grounds,  it  is  presimied,  the  experienced  reader  wifU^ 
pardon  me  for  thus  intruding  on  the  pubtic^  in  attempting  ta 
obviate  certain  difficulties  occurring  m  the  ordinary  mode  of 
sounding  tlie  bladder,  which  I  have  ooeanonally  experienced 
in  practice,  and  which  I  presume  others  must 'have  hkewise 
shared  with  me.  On  these  considerations  I  have  been  led  to 
make  the  following  observations  on  the  "construction  and  supcv 
riority  of  the  sound,  as  reprdiented  in  the  annexed  plate ;  which 
I  have  of  late  been  in  the  frequent  habit  of  using ;  and  caa 
with  confidence  assert,  that  it  possesses  obvious  advantages,  in 

Sractice,  over  the  common  sound ;  being  evidently  moved  in 
ie  canal  of  the  urethra  and  cavity  of  the  bladder  with  greater 
facility  to  the  surgeons  and  safety  to  the  patient,  than  those 
constructed  in  the  ordinary  way.  Cases  frequently  occurj 
where  tlie  prostate  gland  is  morbidly  enlarged,  and  where  in-^ 
flanunation  has  spread  over  the  internal  memln^aneof  the  bhid« 
der,  and  along  the  posterior  pcnrtion  of  the  urethra*,  ])roducing 

Em  and  irritation,  and,  wnen  complicated  with  stone  in  th# 
der,  exhibits  an  additional  aggravated  cause  of  the  frequent 
re  to  expel  the  urine^  while  the  reiterated  excitability  of  tlie 
functions  of  tlie  urinary  organs,  whether  dependent  on  voluntary 
or  involuntary  action,  manifests  adio^reeiif  sympadii^ing  agenuy 
over  these  parts,  which  presents  a  Sequent  and  obvious  barrier' 
to  the  introduction  of  either  the  sound  or  codieter. 

To  accomplish  the  inii:x)dticti«n  of  the  sound,  and  search 
the  cavity  of  the  bladcber.with  beeomin^  dexterity,  the  surgeon 
ibould  \)e  furnished  with  a  variety  of  instruments  of  difl*erenf 
degrees  oi^curvaturQ,  length*  and  diameter^  proportioned  to  the 
age  apd  bulk  of  die  patient  As  no  two  cases,  however,  arff 
in  every  respect  eXfictly  similar,  kod  almost  every  writer  on* 
surgery  has  described  the  anatomy  of  the  parts  subservient  txp 
litbotomy ; .  it  appear^  fsu^ifluousm  this  place  to  enter  minute* 
ly  oh  the  subject,  presuming  that  the  reader  is  fully  acquainted 
tnerewith.      -       .   .        ?  . 

It  will  be  granted,  that  the  management  of  tbe  catheter  re^ 
qplres  nearly  tne  same  manoeuvre  to  conduct  it  into  the  bladdef 
as  the  sound :  let  me  then  entrfat  the  attention  of  the  young 
aurseon  to  the  following  paragraph,  so  well  expressed  b}^  an 
Aiktflor  of  distinguished  celebrity,  when  closing  nis  direction^ 
mt  the  mode  of  mtroducing  this  instrument  into  die  bladder. 

**•  The  catheter;"  says  iifc,  "  in  thte  bands  of  a  surgeon^ 
eke  the  pencil  in  the  hand  of  a  painter,  requires  frequent  pse^^ 

I  .  t      • 

'^  Tliemenibninf  of  thenirethra  sometimes  bacpites  iaflamcA 
Md  di7«  whicb  also  prevents  die  £r«e  notioii  of  tfaiB.ai9uaBk. 
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and  ntucii  practice,  to  be  managed  with  facility  and^  success.' 
Rules  may  be  laid  down  for  the  formiii^  a  rough  outline ;  but 
those  more  delicate  movements  which,  m  many  instances,  are 
necessary  to  ensure  success,  can  no  more  be  described,  than  i. 
painter  can  dea'ibe  those  finer  touches  of  his  pencil,  which  ar^ 
necessary  in  the  perfecting  of  some  finished  performance.^ 

When  a  common-Zormed  sound  has  been  introduced  into 
the  bladder  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  the  different  parts  of 
that  viscus  to  find  a  stone,  I  have  frequently  perceived  the 
instrument  so  firmly  embraced  by  the  urethra,  that  it  was 
scarcely  moveable  without  the  whole  of  that  canal  and  the  body  of 
the  penis  co-operating  with  the  motion  exercised  by  the  hand 
in  attempting  to  complete  this  stage  of  the  operation.  Hence 
will  appear  Ute  difficulty  and  obscurity  of  such  a  blind  research^ 
and  tue  uncertainty  of  identifying  the  tremors  communicated 
from  the  stone,  along  the  sound,  by  the  stroke  of  the  instrument* 
These  perverse  circumstances  first  suggested  to  me  the  idea  of 
the  necessity  of  adopting  a  sound  differently  constructed  f\*om 
those  in  general  use. 

I  am  also  disposed  to  believe  that  the  failure  attendant  oi^ 
detecting  a  stone,  may  not  unfrequently  be  attributed  to  aii 
irritable  and  spasmodic  affection  of  the  muscles*  of  die  peri- 
neum and  lilaoder  (independent  of  oi^nic  disease),  opposing 
the  movement  of  die  instrument ;  for  when  its  point  is  oon^ 
ducted  to  the  membranous  part  of  the  urethra,  theejaculator  se-> 
minis  and  the  prostate  gland,  it  excites  the  contiguous  muscles  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  pelvis  and  bladder  into  action,  which  im- 
pedes the  complete  introduction  of  the  instrument;  in  this  un- 
certain and  embarrassed  posture  of  affairs,  it  is  manifest  that 
every  iudicious  movement  of  the  sound  must  be  fruitlessly  cm* 
ployed,  unless  the  stone  be  of  considerable  size,  or  seated  near 
tlie  neck  of  the  bladder-f*. 

The  pain  and  spasm  so  frequently  excited  on  the  living 
body,  by  the  introduction  of  any  instrument  into  the  bladder, 
^'hen  tortured  with  calculus,  must  have  bc^n  noticed  by  most 
practitioners  who  are  versed  in  this  branch  of  surgery ;  and  it 
IS  a  fact  worthy  of  observation,  and  which  the  young  surgeon 
sliould  invariably  bear  in  mind,  that  a  similar  attempt  to  pasa 


^  1%  it  not  an  undue  degree  of  action  of  the  two  muscles  sur^ 
rounding  this  portion  of  the  urethra,  as  described  by  Mr.  Wilson, 
•which  chiefly  tends  to  impede  the  introduction  of  an  instrument  into 
the  bladder  ? — See  MedicomChirurgical  TraneactUms,  voL  i. 

t  In  the  com'se  of  an  extensive  practice,  I  have  many  times  been 
'Me  to  detect  the  stone  in  the  bladder,  when  other  surgeons  have  r^ 
peoCedly  and  fruitkMly  employed  all  their  efforts. 

9% 
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either  the  sound  or  catheter  on  the  dead  subject  is  evidently  an. 

operation  pregnant  with  comparatively  minor  difficulties,  seeing 

that  the  musdes  subservient  to  these  parts  have  lost  their  vital 

eneijy. 

^    Before  dismissing  this  subject,  I  wish  to  mention  that  I 

have  also  been  in  the  habit  of  occasionally  sounding  the  urethra 

to  ascertain  the  place  and  extent  of  stricture  with  this  instru* 

ment,  and  sometimes  using  one  made  nearly  sti*aight ;  either  of 

which  excites  less  irritation,  and  is  likewise  received  by  the 

.canal  of  the  utethra  with  greater  facihty  than  the  bougie. 

lEIaving  thus  slightly  marked  out  a  few  leadingjmpediments  in 

the  mode  of  sounding  the  bladder  (which  are  scarcely  noticed 

by  surgical  writers  when  treating  on  the  stone),  without  enter** 

ins  into  a  laboured  detail  of  every  step  and  stage  relative  to  the 

mimect,   I  am  induced  to  hope  that  the  practical  lithotomist 

will  acquiesce  with  me  in  having  suggested  an  instrument,  the 

oonstructiop  of  which,  when  used  with  skill  and  adroitness, 

^11  surmount  ipost  of  the  incidentfU  obstacles  connected  with 

the  operation  in  question. 

Explaiiation  of  the  Plate, 

a.  The  stem  of  the  sound  from  the  anterior  part  of  the  bulb  to 
the  handle^  equally  reduced  to  about  one  half  the  ordin;u-}  tliicknessji 
or  one  seventh  of  an  inch  in  diameter ;  wKich  diminished  form  ren- 
ders it  less  liable  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  urethra. 

6.  Tl^  apex  or  bulb  of  the  sounds  wliich  should  be  of  the 
usual  size ;  or  about  one  iburth  of  an  inch. 

c.  The  handle,  whieli  should  be  made  quite  smooth.  The  entire 
sound  should  be  about  twelve  inches  long ;  and  its  greatest  curvo* 
ture  two  inches  and  a  half. 


HI. 

V<  Cast  of  Delirium  Tremens,    By  A.  IT.  Olif-tox,  Islington, 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

Nov.  S7, 1815,  Mrs.  B ^  aged  44  years,  was  attacked 

w[ith  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen,  attended  with  copious  vomiting 
of  bilious  matter ;  she  passed  a  sleepless  night,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing following,  when  I  nrst  saw  her,  I  found  her  extremely  irri- 
table from  the  continuance  of  pain  and  distressing  retchings. 

I  ordered  a  dose  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  with  infusion  of 
^aenna  to  be  given  immediately,  and  to  be  repeated  every  two 
liours  until  it  operated. 

.  In  the  evening  tjic  pain  and  vomiting  were  entirely  removed 
by  the  opei^ation  of  the  cathartic,  which  had  acted  several  times, 
Idnd  had  Drought  away  a  considerable  qyantity  of  d|trk-coioured 
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tnd  vfry  offensiye  Toecal  matter.     Small  doses  of  sulphate  cf 
magnesia  were  continued  every  six  hours. 

29th. — I  found  ray  patient  much  better  in  every  respect^ 
the  motions  assuming  a  more  healthy  appearance :  but  she 
had  passed  another  sleepless  night,  although  free  from  pam. 
A  draught  eontaining  40  drops  of  the  tincture  of  faenboBd 
was  prescribed  to  be  taken  at  bed^timc. 

90th. — I  was  called  early  this  morning  to  visit  my  patiettty 
who  had  been  very  unmanageable  all  night;  declaring  that 
atrangers  were  in  the  room,  together  with  cats,  rats,  &c.  She 
was  m  a  state  of  extreme  agitation,  from  an  idea  that  police 
officers  had  been  searcliing  her  premises  for  stolen  goods ;  that 
they  had  also  lefl  a  company  of  soldiers  to  prevent  her  escape, 
together  with  other  fancies  equally  ridiculous.  The  pulse  was 
190.  She  immediately  took,  and  repeated  every  four  hours, 
a  draught  containing  'tinctune  OpiL  ivi  xl. 

Dec.  1st.— -The  pulse  was  somewhat  less  frequent^  but  the 
delirium  unabated ;  tlie  night  was  passed  without  sleep,  and  in 
the  same  violent  way  as  the  preceding.  Ordered  five  drops  of 
laudanum  to  be  added  to  each  draught. 

Afternoon.— Having  taken  about  250  drops  of  laudanum 
ID  thirty  hours,  she  fell  into  a  sound  sleep,  which  lasted  for 
four  hours,  and  awoke  much  less  agitated  and  more  correct  in 
her  ideas.  From  this  time  she  rapidly  improved,  without  suf- 
fering from  head-ache,  or  oostiveness  or  tlie  bowels.  The 
draught  was  repeated  only  occasionally,  though  always  atbed«* 
time,  for  about  a  week,  when  she  appeared  perfectly  recovered* 
It  is  right  to  observe,  that  uixm  an  attentive  incpnrV)  I  coulA 
not  discover  that  she  was  at  all  intemperate  in  her  habits*. 


f-r* 


Pbservations  on  the  Ineffkacy  ef  the  Humulu$  Lnpulm^  cmd  on 
the  Effects  of  Sulphuric  Acid  on  Infanta  when  at  the  Breatk 
—By  W.  *B.  Diamond,  Rushrake-Warbleton,  Sussex, 
Member  of  the  Roy.  Coll.  of  Surgeons. 

I  PERFECTLY  agree  with  Dr.  J.  J.  Bigsby-  that  it  would 
•ailbrd  far  greater  pleasure  to  substantiate  tlie  efficacy  of  a  new 

•  Although  the  above'  case  presents  no  nm'elty,  yet  we  arfr 
greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Clifton,  and  to  other  gentlemen  who  have 
published  the  results  of  their  experience  in  the  RepG^torif,  on  dbe 
treatment  of  this  peculiar  affection,  wMch,  added  to  what  was  b^- 
.fore  known,  has  made  a  very  valuable  acquisition  to  therapeutics. 
Nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  that  great  merit  is  due  to  Dr.  Sutton,  for 
his  discriminatioD  and  elucidatian  of  a  disease  heretofore  confound^ 
cd  with  one  vary  different  in  its  nature.— Editors. 
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snd  useful  medicine,  than  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  negatives  t 
but  I  must  avow  that  I  have  repeatedly  given  the  humulus  Ui^ 
pulus  in  the  form  of  tincture,  which  was  accurately*  prepared, 
according  to  the  London  l^harmacopoeia,  by  myself ;  and  wltii* 
out  even  observing,  in  a  single  case,  any  remarkable  efifect— or, 
I  may  say,  aiy  effect  I  have  given  the  extract  also,  prepared 
at  Corbyn^s,  in  considerably  larger  doses  than  is  directed,  with 
a  similar  result.  From  the  expence  of  preparing  the  tincture, 
owing  td  the  great  quantity  of  spirit  absorbed  by  tlie  hc^,  and, 
as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  from  the  inefficacy  of  the  me«» 
idicine,  there  is  httlc  doubt  but  that  its  use  will,  if  it  posaesa 
1)0  advantage  over  other  and  less  expensive  Utters^  be  soon  en* 
tirely  abandoned. 

It  affords  me  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  answer  Dr.  Bart# 
ley*s  query  (videi{fj»o«!<ory,  vol.  iv.  p.  289),  "  Whether,  on  any 
occasion,  it  has  been  observed  that  the  administration  of  6u(> 
phivrkr  acid  to  a  nurse  has  been  attended  with  pernicious  con* 
sequences  to  the  infant  ?** 

Two  years  since  I  was  applied  to  by  Mrs.  P.  of  Lamber* 
burst,  who  had  a  profuse  discbarge  of  tne  catamcnia,  attended 
with  great  debility,  consequent  on  parturition  al)out  a  month 
before.  I  gave  her  the  infusum  rosse  without  any  further 
addition  of  the  sulpliuric  acid  than  is  ordeixx]  in  the  Pharnia* 
copoeia.  A  wine-glassiul  was  drank  twice  or  thrice  a  day ; 
and  when  alxmt  eight  ounces  were  token,  the  infant  at  the 
breast  was  seized  with  severe  griping  pains  in  the  bowels ; 
k  cried  violently*  and  had  slight  convulsive  spasms.  The 
another  suspected  the  indisposition  of  her  child  to  be  owin^  to 
the  ^^  8(iur  mixtHve^  which  I  had  mven  her;  it  was discontmi>* 
ed ;  and  the  chalk  mixture  with  tmctura  opii  was  adn^inistered 
The  infant  was  very  socm  relieved. 

Another  case,  exactly  similar,  occurred ;  and  the  same  treat* 
ment  produced  on  the  child  the  same  result.  I  have  nevei^ 
aince  given  the  sulphuric  ackl  to  nurses  suckling  infants. 


■—r- 


V 

^  Case  of  OvQrian  Dropsy.  By  William  Gaitskull,  Ro- 
therithd,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surjgeons  and 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  London. 

Akne  Stoke,  a^ed  25,  thin,  and  delicate  in  appearance, 
was  attacked  about  eight  years  ago  with  a  swelling  just  above 
tlie  lef*t  groin ;  it  was  deep  seated,  arid  painful.  This  increased 
slowly  for  about  four  years,  when  the  abdomen  became  so  tu* 
iniiied,  as  to  induce  a  beli^  that  fihe  was  pregnant.    Punny 
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* 
Alls  time  she  experienced  a  goad  deal  of  pain,  particularly  vol 
walking,  so  as  to  compel  her  tre(][uently  to  sit  down. 

Her  mistress,  from  suspicion  of  pregnancy  or  dropsy,  re* 
commended  her  to  take  medical  advice ;  and  for  this  purpose 
she  was  admitted  into  Guy^s  Hospital.  She  remained  tnree 
months  in  this  charitable  establishment  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Currey,and  took  a  variety  of  i^nedies,  but  without  experiencing 
relief.  At  the  age  of  19  menstruation  commenced,  and  contU* 
nued  with  great  regularity.  In  tl)ree  years  it  suddenly  stop« 
ped,  and  has  not  since  re-appeared. 

The  abdominal  swellin^r  continued  to  increase  till  the  prai* 
aent  period,  lieing  about  eight  3'ear$  from  its  commencement; 
and  bad  acquired  tlie  enormous  circu«ifereQce  of  six  feet  Not« 
withstanding  this,  her  health  was  good;  she  liad  an  appetite  for 
fiiod,  and  power  to  digetit  it;  Iter  respiration  wasiree,  and 
without  cough;  urine  plentiful,  and  or  a  natural  colour ;  the 
bowels  were  regular,  but  rather  inclined  to  epstiveness.  In 
fkct,  all  the  viscera  of  the  tliorax  and  abdomen  seemed  to  per* 
furra  tlieir  functions ;  and  the  only  incouvenienoe^  she  seemed* 
t4»  sustain  was  her  bulk. 

This  woman  was  a  patient  of  my  much-esteemed  friend^: 
Mr.  Shutcr,  who  generously  afforded  iier  fffatuilous  attendaaoCk 
The  operation  of  paracentesis  being  deciaed  on,   he  kindly  VO0. 
vited  me  to  attena  him  with  two  ouier  mediual  gentlemen.  Mar. 
Brickenden  and  Mr.  Leedham. 

The  perforation  was  made  by  Mr.  Shuter  about  two  inchet' 
below  tlic  umbilicus.  Fifleen  gallons  of  fluid,  of  a  brownisli 
yellow  colour,  and  of  the  consistence  of  thick  barley-water,  were 
drawn  ofiT  Each,  pound  measure  of  this  fluid  w^ghed  19^ 
ounces,  ao&irdupoit.     She  bore  the  operatioil  exceedingly  welL 

This  maybe  considered  a  w^  defined  case  of  ovarian  dropsy^ 
lid  discus  of^^the  abdominal  cavity  being  disturbed.  It  e^ince^ 
the  extraordinary  power  the  animal  bochr  possesses  of  accoitimo* 
dating  itself  to  great  clianges,  if  slowly  effected.  In  this  in. 
0tance  the  di<»p}acenientof  the  abdominal  viscera  must  have  been 
considerable,  to  admit  a  sac  to  rise  out  of  the  pelvis  capable  ot 
ftolding'  lb  gallons  of  fluid;  without  sensibly  aflecting  any  na« 
tural  ^netion.  Had  any  abdominal  viscus  undergone  organic 
change  by  chronic  inflanmiation,  so  ad  to  produce  ascites,  the 
Cbnstitution  wolild  have  been  dangerously  disturbed :  besides, 
^knasarca  of  the  lower  extremities  would  have  taken  place,  ti^itb 
^minution  of  h^nd  secretion,  which  did  not,  to  any  perceptiLU 
degree,  in  this  instance  occur.  . 

'     The  ovarian  sac  is  rapidly  filling  again,  and  will,  no  doubt^ 
fm^-  shortly  reqoire  a-  repetttiopi 'of  tlie  operation* 
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VI. 

Oltercatiom  on  the  Deleterious  Effectt  of  liondon  Portit* 

By  tlie  same. 


To  a  late  report  (vide  Repository^  vol.  iv.  p.  95)  on  the  de- 
leterious influeiKe  oi'  London  Porter,  hj  prqaucing  apopieXy, 
I  am  sorry  to  add,  ten  more  fatal  cases  have  come  to  my  icnow* 
kdge,  and  most  of  tliem  in  the  labouring  classes.  Two  hap- 
pened in  Bermondsey  parish ;  they  were^  hearty-looking  men, 
due  50^  the  other  60  years  of  age,  and  great  porter  drinkers. 
They  both  dropped  dead  in  the  streets.  Two  others  happened 
in  Lambeth  parish.  Four  more  took  place  in  Newgate^treet ; 
and  two  more  in  the  parish  of  Rotherhithe.  One  of  these  was 
m  fine  youn^^  man  of  28,  the  other  a  coal  meter  about  d6# 

About  Uie  time  of  finishing  these  remarks,  I  was  favoured 
with  the  company,  for  a  few  days,  of  Dr.  Wilkinson  of  Bath,  at 
eeiebrated  chemicalphiioaopher.  He  approved  of  my  former  ob- 
iervations  on  the  efiects  of  porter,  and  b^ged  me  to  subj6in  the 
fiUowing  letter,  illustrative  of  a  property  produced  in  this 
fiiTOurite  beverage  by  the  engine  which  conveys  it  from  the 
eellar  to  the  bar.  > 

M  l)ear  Sir, — ^Having  perused  your  valuable  observations 
on  the  frequent  production  of  apoplexy  from  porter,  I  b^  leave 
to  notice  that  in  Bath,  where  I  reside,  ana  wh^re  paralytic 
patients  generally  resort,   we  have  observed  a  considerable 
increase,  dnce  the  introduction  into  public  houses  of  the  ma-, 
chines  for  pumping  up  the  porter  and  ale  to  the  bar.    It  is  a . 
common  pump,  communicatine  with  the  malt  liquor  in  the 
cellar,  by  a  lead  pipe,  gcneraUy  more  than  40  feet  long.    As 
it  is  well  known,  trpin  the  commoa  construction  of  the  pump,; 
Aat  all  the  pipe  below  tlie  fixed  valve  must  be  always  filled, 
with  the  malt  infusion ;   and  as  this,  particularly  in  what  ia 
called  stale  beer,  frequently  is  undergomg  the  acetous  fermen*. 
tatioHi^  the  lead  is  acted  upon^  and  a  solution  of  this  insidious 
rpetallic  poison  is  then  drank.    I  have  had  frequent  opportuni- 
ties of  examining  these  lead  pipes ;  and  I  have  also  many  spe- 
dmens  by  me,  that  have  all  the  appemtnce  of  the  carbonate  of. 
lead.    As  I  have  lately  been  induced  to  pay  some  attention  ta 
.thit  subject,  I  have  frequently  remarked  many  persons,  accus* 
tomed  to  take  malt  liquor  early  in  the  morning,  complainine  o^ 
those  dvspeptic  afiections  we  find  generally  resulting   ^m 
lead.    In  order  to  guard  persons  against  drinking  porter  whec% 
tliese  machines  are  employed,  I  have  fl^ucntly  3iewn  to  th^m 
the  lead  precipitated  oy  an  hydrosulphuret    I  think  it  is  a 
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duty  incumbent  on  all  medical  practitioners  to  use  their  influ- 
ence in  their  respective  spheres  of  practice  to  prevent  persons 
from  taking  malt  liquor  where  these  deleterious  m^chbes  aro 
employed. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely,  C.  Wilkinson.'* 
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AUTHENTICATED  CASES, 
OBSERVATIONS,  and  DISSECTIONS, 


IV. — A  Fungus  Tumour  cured  by  an  Alterative  Plan  ofTreatment. 

Ann  Robinson,  of  Sunderland,  setat.  16,  of  stout  make,  fair 
complexion,  and  deUcate  skin ;  regular  in  catamenia ;  and  hav^k 
ingner  bowels  always  in  a  proper  state;  about  the  middle.of  Ja* 
nuary  last,  when  walking  in  Piccadilly,  received  a  very  severe  blow 
upon  the  angle  of  the  left  jaw  bone.  It  proceeded  from  a  large 
and  very  hard  snow-ball  which  knocked  ner  down,  and  stunned 
her  so  much  that  slie  required  assistance  to  return  to  her  resi- 
dence. The  ball  was  so  hard,  th^t  at  first  she^  supposed  it 
to  have  been  a  large  stone.  The  following  day  she  observed  a 
considerable  swelling  upon  the  part,  which  contmued  to  increase 
gradually ;  her  ^teetn  became  loose,  and  tlie  lips  swelled :  the 
upper  lip  assumed  a  dark  and  fungous  aspect,  which  frequently 
bled  spontaneously  from  the  slightest  touch ;  whiles  at  the  same 
time,  upon  applying  the  finger  to  the  tumour,  it  felt  in*egular, 
aiid  at  some  pomts  elastic ;  soon  afterwards  the  moudi  became 
ulcerated  and  painful  to  the  touch,  and  the  breath  was  even  to 
herself  offensive.  Not  long  after  this  the  discharge  from  the 
inside  of  the  cheek  and  upperJip  became  ichorous.     The  fun* 

S»us  appearance  of  the  upper-lip  was  most  unsightly.  Though 
e  tumour  was  large,  it  was  not  hard;  but  the  skin  was  so 
much  distended  as  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  firmness.  The 
pain  of  the  face  was  constant,  and  particularly  when  she  ate 
'food.  For  two  months  she  had  been  in  this  state,  when  she 
was  put  under  my  personal  treatment. 

Upon  the  2d  ot  March  I  first  saw  her;  and  being  sadsfied 
that  no  method  of  cure  which  has  hitherto  been  adopted  could 
be  relied  upon,  though  recommended  by  the  best  authority, 
except  excision ;  and  having  very  recently  witnessed  the  fatal 
severity  of  the  same  disease,  similarly  situated,  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Brewster,  of  Sunderland ,  which  was  known  to  several  of  my 
|)rofessionaI  brethren  there,  and  at  Newcastle,  1  resolved,  when 
ebe  had  been  for  soma  time  in  the  lufirmary,  to  push  Uie  al«« 

veL.  v«-i*N0.  26.  a 
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teratiye  plan  in  the  case  of  Ann  Robinson ;  and  accordingly 
prescribed  the  following : 

S^.  PuIt.  G.  Ammoniaci 

*     Sub-muriatis  Hydrargyri, 

Pulv.  Antimonialis^  aa  ct.  xv. 

Simul  tere  et  adde  Muciia^.  G.  Acacie.  q.  s.  ut  ft.  piL  XT. 
»— Sumat  unam  bis  in  die>.  e  poculo  infusl  Hamuli  Lupuli. 

She  was  ordered  light  nourishing  diet 

Upon  the  7th  of  March  she  caught  cold,  which  increased 
the  swelling.  Some  requisite  directions  were  given  for  her 
complmnt,  and  at  the  same  time  the  pills  were  persisted  in,  and 
oleum  camphoratum  directed  to.be  applied  pretty  frequently 
during  the  day.  A  week  after  this  time  (15th)  tfie  symptoms 
were  not  better,  although  her  appetite  improved ;  the  sweUing 
was  still  large,  and  the  lip  much  thickened.  The  fungous 
appearance,  and  bleeding,  as  hitherto.  The  pulse  was  not  so 
.<^ick,  and  more  soft.  The  bowels  were  regular.  The  pills 
were  continued. 

March  22. — The  tumour  is  lessened  in  size,  and  the  lipi 
not  so  much  swelled.  The  bleeding  is  now  less  frequent,  and 
she  is  every  way  improved.     Continue  the  medicines. 

April  l.-tifine  is  now  quite  restored ;  and  nothing  remains 
but  a  slight  thickness  of  the  affected  cheek.  I  directed  her  to 
continue  the  pills. 

April  4. — She  continues  in  good  health,  and  has  no  appedr- 
snce  of  swelling* or  disease.  She  wishes  to  get  into  service 
again ;   which  has  my  approbation. 

Sept.  21. — She  has  been  lately  married,  and  left  this  place  a 
short  time  since  with  her  husband,  in  excellent  health  and  spirits. 

v.— -^  Ca$e  of  Abscess  in  each  Section  of  the  Tongue. 

Many  anatomists  have  doubted  the  existence  of  a  septum 
dividing  the  tongue ;  but  the  following  case,  I  think,  irrcfra- 
gably  proves  that  it  does  really  exist : 

A.  B.  a  healthy  young  man,  complained  of  a  swelling  and 
pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  tongue.  1  examined  it,  but  felt  by 
no  means  certain  what  was  the  nature  of  the  swelling.  In  a 
few  days,  there  was  an  evident  fluctuation ;  and  upon  plunging 
ihe  lancet  into  the  tumour,  a  discharge  of  welLformed  pus 
flowed.  I  observed  that  the  tumefaction  did  not  extend  oe* 
youd  the  central  line  of  the  tongue ;  the  other  side  being  of  the 
natural  size  and  appearance.  The  abscess  healed,  and  my 
patient  was  discharged  well. 

However,  in  a  few  days  after,  he  called  again,  and  com* 
plained  of  a  similar  swelling  and  pain  on  the  left  side  of  the 
tongue.    On  examination,  i^  presented  the  same  appearances 
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as  the  other  nde  on  his  first  application.  It  |»^served  preciselr 
the  same  course,  was  confined  to  that  side  only,  suppurated, 
was  opened,  discharged  about  the  same  quantity  of  pus,  and  ito 
soon  nealed. 


'  VI.— Xtest»  Naiura* 

A  LAMB  that  was  killed  at  five  months  old,  presented  some 
appearances  on  examination,  which  made  its  sex  equivocal. 

It  had  the  horns,  and  rather  thecountenance,pecilliartoaram. 
There  was  no  penis,  but  only  some  muscular  fibres,  where  that 
organ  generally  is.  It  had  two  testicles,  smaller  than  usual, 
not  in  a  scrotum,  but  in  a  fatty  substance,  having  the  exact 
form  of  the  udder  of  an  ewe.  The  external  labia  were  perfect, 
and  the  vagina  was  of  the  usual  length ;  from  which  the  Urine 
was  discharged,  not  in  a  stream  but  dribbling.  The  vagina 
terminated  in  a  flattened  cavity,  about  the  size  of  a  jpulTefs 
egg,  shaped  like  a  horn  at  the  fundus ;  at  the  back  ot  which 
the  ureters  entered.  No  ovaria,  vesiculse  seminales,  or  bladder, 
were  discovered. 


PAR  T  II. 
ANALYTICAL   REVIEW. 


I. 

Element8  of  Pathology  and  Therapeutics ;  being  the  Outlines  of 
a  Workj  intended  to  ascertain  the  Nature^  Causes^  and  most 
fMeacious  modes  of  Prevention  and  Cure^  of  the  greater  nurn^ 
ber  of  the  Diseases  incidental  to  the  Human  Fmme ;  illus- 
trated  by  numerous  Cases  and  Dissectiom.^^By  Caleb  Hii/- 
LiEft  Paeey,  M.D.  F.R.S.  &c.  Sec.  Vol.  i.  8vo.  pp.  463. 
London,  1816.  Underwood. 

De.  Paeey  inforrtis  us,  in  his  preface,  that  the  volume  un- 

.dcr  our  consideration  is  only  an  epitome  of  his  patliological  and 

practical  principles ;  and  tliat  he  has  another  and  much  larger 

work  in  contemplation,  which  will  contain  the  proofs  of  those 

principles. 

We  have  great  respect  for  the  talents  and  intentions  of  this 
excellent  pliysician ;  but  wc  sincerely  wish,  that  he  could  have 
given  us  the  results  of  his  long  and  extensive  experience  in  a 
single  work,  containing  both  the  principles  and  proofs  of  his 
practice  as  illustrative  of  each  other.     The  plan  which  our  au« 
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ilior  has  adopted,  fwcds  him  to  use  innumerable  repetitions'; 
and,  after  all,  we  are  frequently  left  unsatisfied,  for  the  want  of 
substantial  and  particular  evidence.  Dr.  Parry,  no  doubt,  has 
ttie  most  distinct  conceptions  relative  to  many  of  the  difficult 
subjects  on  which  he  has  animadverted ;  but  ne  <;ertainly  has 
not  always  conveyed  those  conceptbns  distinctly  to  otliers ; 
^because  he  has  oiYen  reserved  the  particulars,  out  of  which  he 
himself  formed  his  special,  and  even  his  general  opinions. 

This  work,  nevertheless,  contains  many  important  truths 

and  expositions ;  many  decided  proofs  of  quick  perceptive^  and 

of  deep  reflective  powers ;  although  it  has  other  diefects  than 

those  alluded  to.     But  what  human  production  can  be  found 

"perfect  ?     What  solitary  individusd  is  adequate  to  explain  the 

)*  3henomena,  and  nature,  of  the  most  obscure  diseases  ?  It  is 
amentably  true,  thaty  in  the  medical  world,  the  most  splendid 
works  of  genius  or  industry  have  generalhr  served  to  prove 
^ow  much  aspiring  minds  dare  attempt ;  and  bow  little,  in  cou7- 

Sarison,  they  can  actually  accomplish.  Yet  it  is  always  most 
esirable,  that  the  observations  of  experienced  and  intelligent 
practitioners  should  be  publicly  recorded ;  as  thej'  are  not  on}y 
highly  useful  to  the  present  times,  but  will  contribute  to  form 
the  bases  of  more  perfect  and  inducing  systems  in  future  ages. 
It  is  not  easy  to  analyze  this  valuable  book,  on  account  of 
the  number  and  magnitude  of  its  constituent  parts.  But  we 
shall  endeavour,  by  extracts  and  remarks,  to  giVe  our  readers  a 
tolerably  correct  notion  of  the  nature  of  the  most  important 
parts  ot  its  contents. 

I  's  Dr.  Parry  commences  with  several  definitions  concerning^ 
the  nature  of  humkn  add  of  medical  science.  Tlicse  defim* 
tions  give  the  work  a  metaphysical  aspect ;  but  they  certainly 
contribute  towards  its  perspicuity.  We  shall  extract  tliose 
.which  strictly  relate  to  the  subject^  and  also  some  remark!^ 
which  follow  them. 

"  (x.) — The  science  of  Medicine^  ii^  its  most  comprehensive 
sense^  is  a  knowledge  of  the  qualities  and  order  of  such  jphssnomena 
of  animal  bodies,  as  constitute  health  and  disease,  together  with  the 
conditions  necessary  to  the  preservation-  of  the  former,  and  the  re- 
moval of  the  latter.  n 

"  (xi.) — The  science  of  animal  Anatojn}  is  the  knowledge  oT 
such  phsenomena,  as  constitute  the  structure  of  the  animal  body. 

"  (xii.)— The  science  of  animal  Physiology  is  a  knowledge  of 
the  qualities  and  order  of  the  plicenomena  of  me  body  in  a  state  of 
healtii. 

"  (xiii.) — The  science  of  Pathology  is  a  similar  knowledge  of 
the  animal  body,  in  the  state  of  disease  or  death. 

"  (xiv.J — The  science  of  Therapeutics  is  a  knowledge  of  the 
quality  ana  order  of  those  phcenomena  of  tlie  animal  body,  which 
rollow  the  applicJation  of  extraneous  causes,  and  precede  the  resto* 
ration  of  health. 
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**  (xv.)'— Of  all  the  deviations,  from  health  incidental  to  the  aiii-> 
mal  frame,  the  most  obvious  is  a  disordered  state  of  the  whole,  or 
aome  part,  of  the  Sanguiferous  System. 

**  (xvi.)— -As  the  two  most  observable  circumstances  with  re- 
ipard  to  the  blood  circulating  in  that  system  are  its  quantity  and 
velocity,  so  the  more  palpable  deviations  from  the  heahhy  st^ite  of 
the  Sanguiferous  System  consist  in  some  excess  or  defect  of  one  or 
both  of  these  two  drcmnstances,  tlie  quantity  or  velocity  of  the 
blood. 

"  (xix.) — it  may  also  be,  for  the  present,  assumed,  that,  th« 
general  velocity  of  the  blood  remaining  tlie  ^ame,  that  which  circa- 
lutes  through  particular  part§  may  be  retarded  or  accelerated  beyond 
the  rate  of  motion  in  tlie  rest  of  the  system. 

"  (xx.) — So  ahK>  with  regaH  to  quantity;  tlie  blood  may  be, 
first,  eitiier  in  excess  or  defect  in  the  wht^e  system ;  or  secondly,  it 
may  be  in  excess  or  defect  in  one  part  of  the  system,  while  it  is  in  due 
quantity  in  the  rest ;  or  thirdly,  it  may  be  in  defect  in  one  part, 
while  it  is  in  excess  in  the  rest ;  or  lastly,  it  may  be  in  excess  in  one 
part  of  tJie  system,  while  it  is  defective  in  another  part,  and  even  in 
the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  system."— pp.  3 — ft 

Dr.  Parry  appears  to  conceive,  that  the  habits  of  civilized 
men  t^nd  to  produce  and  maintain  a  degree  of  plethora  in  the 
human  frtune;  and  that  most  of  their  diseases  are  inseparably 
connected  with  an  excess  in  the  quantity  or  velocity  of  the 
blood.  This  seems  to  be  his  grand  pathcJogical  principle ;  and 
almost  tlie  whole  drift  of  his  observations  is  to  illustrate  or  esta* 
blish  It;  for  he  has  only  devoted  about  six  pages  to  the  const* 
deration  of  defective  determinations  of  blood.  No  harm  can 
well  result  from  legitimate  generalizations.  But  wc  fear,  that 
Dr.  Parry  has  sometimes  generalised  from  very  insufficient 
data,  and  even  made  i'acts  bend  to  the  force  of  his  speculative 
opinions.  Still,  however,  we  think  that  his  labours  are  de- 
serving of  high  commendation ;  and  that  diey  will  certainly 
tend^  with  other  siniilar  and  known  ones,  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  medical  ])ublic  more  decidedly  to  the  different  states  of 
the  circulation ;  and  thus  turn  tlie  immortal  discovery  of  Har- 
vey to  great  practical  purposes.  After  a  few  remarks  on 
excessive  momentum  or  determinations  of  blood,  our  author 
proceeds  to  the  consideration  of  the  structure  and  functioiis  of 
the  sanguiferous  system.  He  notices  it  as  a  curious  fact,  that 
the  substance  called  fibrin,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  muscles^ 
has  no  existence,  according  to  Berzchus,  in  the  coats  of  the 
'  arteries ;  which  he  thinks  affords  a  strong  presumption  tliat 
they  are  void  of  the  functions  of  muscles.  He  a^vrees  with 
Haller  in  concluding,  that,  in  a  state  of  health,  the  force  of 
the  heart  is  quite  suSicient  to  carry  on  tlie  circulation ;  and 
seems  to  consider  that  any  alternate  amtractile  power,  like 
that  of  tlie  muscular  fibres  in  tlie  arterial  system^  would  ss 
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much  tend  to  impede^  as  to  promote^  the  circulation  of  the 
Uood. 

The  elasticity  of  the  arteries,  we  apprehend,  is  partly  for  the 
accoraiDodation  of  the  columns  of  blood  propelled  irom  tha 
heart ;  but  as  they  have  also  a  property  or  contracting,  inde- 
pendent of  the  heart,  as  we  see  in  many  local  determinations 
not  amounting  to  disease,  we  cannot  but  believe  that  they  di- 
rectly assist  in  carrying  on  the  circulation.  Dr.  Parry,  liow- 
ever,  thinks  otherwise;  yet  the  weight  of  opinion  is  clearly  on 
our  side,  and  we  are  not.  dispose^  to  arguRe  the  point  further 
with  him.  But  as  indirectly  connected  with  this  subj^t,  we 
shall  merely  observe,  in  passing,  that  we  think  one  of  the  great 
defects  of  Dr.  Parry^s  work  is,  that  he  has  not  sufficiently  at- 
tended to  the  powers  which  the  arteries  have  in  inducing  dis- 
ease by  their  own  independent  action.  We  cordially  a^ee 
with  him  in  his  remarks  upon  the  pulse ;  and  recommend  them 
to  the  serious  perusal  of  those  practitioners  who  are  in  tlie  daily 
habit  of  relying  on  that  fallacious  criterion. 

"  (xLV.)r— The  quantity  of  blood  in  the  whole  system  remaining 
Hie  same^  it  is  obvious^  that  if,  by  any  cause,  that  naturally  existing 
in  one  part  is  diminished,  there  must  be  a  proportionable  inorease  in 
aome  other  part,  or  in  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  system/' — p.  14. 

*'  (cxxxii.) — ^Could  we,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  heart^a 
action,  always  with  tolerable  certainty  decide  as  to  the  just  quan« 
tity  of  blood  existing  in  the  whole  or  certain  parts  of  the  frame^ 
great  benefits  would  arise  to  the  human  race.  But  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  means  hitherto  generally  employed  for  that  purpose^ 
the  experience  of  every  candid  practitioner  affords  sufficient  proof. 

**  (cxxxiii.) — The  criterion,  on  which  we  are  in  the  habit  of 
velying  for  information  as  to  this  point,  is  the  pulse  of  an  artery ; 
and  it  has  been  customary  to  seek  for  this  instruction  from  the  radial 
artery  only. 

"  (cxxxiv.)— Now  if  the  principles,  which  I  have  hinted  at 
above  (xlv.)  are  well  founded,  it  is  obvious  that  nothing  can  be 
Biore  deceptive  dian  this  criterion.  Of  the  truth  of  tliese  princi- 
ples, it  may  be  expected  tliat  I  should  give  some  proofs  and  iHus^ 
trations ;  and  this  I  shall  briefly  do  in  this  place. 

*'  (cxxxv.) — First,  In  many  diseases,  the  pulse  of  certiiin  arte- 
rie»,  and,  among  the  rest,  of  the  radial,  shall  be  weak  and  small, 
the  part  being  at  tlie  same  time  pretematurally  cold  ;  v  liile  tlie 
pulse  of  all  Other  tangible  arteries  shall  be  excessively  full  and 
strong. 

"  Secondly,  I  have  known  an  instance  in  which  no  pulse  existed 
in  either  radial  artery,  as  long  as  the  patient  rested  on  a  deep  inspi- 
ration ;  and  another  in  which  the  pulse  in  those  arteries  was  lost 
<huing  seventeen  days;  while  in  both  these  cases  the  pulse  in  all 
the  arteries  derived  from  other  trunks  was  of  its  natural  strength.^ 

"  Thirdly,  It  is  not  verj^  uncommon  to  observe  the  pulse  \o<  in 
all  the  arteries  of  one  arm,  while  it  may  be  found  as  usual  in  those 
of  every  other  part.  » 
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'*  Fourthly,  In  a  state  of  nioderate  and  perhaps  due  general 
fulness^  the  face  and  head  are,  on  various  occasions,  flushed  and 
hot,  and  the  pulse  of  tlie  carotids  is  extremely  strong,  full,  and 
bounding,  while  all  the  extremities  are  cold  and  pale,  and  the  pul* 
eation  of  their  arteries  pretematurally  small  and  weak.  This  occurs 
in  certain  diseases  of  a  highly  dangerous  kind,  as  Erysipelas  of  the 
face ;  in  which  the  skin  of  the  whole  head  shall  be  extremely  hot 
and  full  of  blood,  and  the  pulse  of  the  carotids  enormously  full  and 
strong,  while  the  extremities  are  of  a  deathlike  coldness,  and  the 
pulse  in  the  radial  arteries  yery  weak  and  small. 

"  Fifthly,  Again,  in  various  diseases,  as  gout  and  other  local 
inflammations  unaccompanied  with  fever,  while  the  arteries  of  the 
part,  and  those  immediately  leading  to  it,  shall  be  full  in  an  unusiud 
degree,  no  change  from  tlie  natural  state  shall  be  perceivable  in  the 
radial  arteries.  If  also  the  gout,^  without  fever,  affects  one  hand 
only,  the  pulse  in  that  radial  will  be  excessively  strong,  while  in 
the  other  it  is  in  its  usual  state. 

"  (cxxxvi.) — If  these  things  are  so,  surely  we  ought  to  wonder 
at  the  confidence  with  which  physicians  look  to  the  condition  of  the 
tdae  in  the  radial  arteries  as  the  general  evidence  of  the  state  of 
isease,  and  the  chief  rule  of  the  administration  of  remedies."— 
pp.  48 — 51. 

The  second  section,  in  which  inflammation  and  its  conse^ 
quences  are  discussed,  contains  some  judicious  and  useful  ob- 
fier\'ation8.  The  author  considers,  that,  in  the  first  stages^ 
an  excessive  momentum  of  blood  exists  in  the  inflamed  part; 
and  thus  ably  inquires  how  far  this  excessive  momentum  may 
be  regarded  as  a  cause: 

"  And  here.  First,  the  pain  of  inflammation  is  often  of  a  thipb« 
binff  kind,  evidently  aggravated  by  each  systole  of  the  heart,  with 
'whidi  each  throb  is  ^nchronous. 

"  Secondly,  the  mlness  of  vessels,  swelling,  redness,  heat,  and 
pain,  that  is,  the  chief  circumstances  constituting  inflammation,  are 
increased  by  the  local  and  general  causes,  which  invite  or  jpropd 
more  blood  to  the  part  Thus  the  symptoms  of  gout,,  when  superfl* 
cial,  or  of  erysipehus,  are  increased  by  the  local  application  of  heat» 
whether  from  clothing,  fire,  hot  water,  or  tlie  rays  of  the,  sun,  and^bj 
the  depending  posture.  These  and  other  inflammatory  afiectiont 
are  also  aggravated,  and,  after  having  been  relieved,  are  sometimes 
renewed,  by  whatever  increases  the  action  of  the  heart,  and  tberefor^ 
the  momentum  of  the  blood;  as,  mental  emotions;  mnscular  exer« 
tions;  heat  of  fires,  baths,  warm  dotliing,  and  crowded  rooms  | 
food ;  spirituous  liquors ;  hot  drinks ;  late  hours,  &:c. :  also  by  com* 
pressing  any  collateral  branch  of  an  artery ;  in  consequence  of  which 
more  blood  is  determined  to  those  brandies  which  supply  the  in« 
flamed  part  On  all  these  occasions,  when  the  pain  is  of  me  throb* 
bing  kind  above  mentioned,  the  throbbing  is  evidently  augmented 
by  the  cause  of  aggravation,  whatever  it  may  have  be^n ;  whici^ 
therefore,  must  act  by  increasing  the  impulse  of  blood  from  Ae 
heart 
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"  ThixiBiy,  e  converso,  the  pain  and  other  circumetajsces  of  inflani* 
mation  are  abated  by  the  local  and  general  causes  whidi  diminish 
the  momentum  of  blood  in  the  inflamed  part. 

"  Thus,  they  are  relieved  or  cured  by  the  topical  abstraction  of 
heat  or  of  blood.  The  same  effect  also  arises  from  mechanical  com- 
pression^  the  power  of  which,  accident  has  occasionally  shewn,  and 
contracted  views  have  directed  only  to  ascertain  conditions  of  the 
inflammatory  state.  They  are  also  mitifi^ated  or  cured  by  whatever 
diminishes  Uie  action  oi*  the  heart ;  as,  rest,  especially  in  tlie  hori-' 
zontal  posture ;  mental  calmness ;  early  hours ;  the  abstraction  of 
heat  by  tlie  external  application  of  cold  air,  cold  wateir,  ice,  &c.  or  in 
form  of  drink ;  by  certain  medicines  called  sedative;  by  spontaneous 
or  artificial  evacuations,  as  of  feces,  and  more  especially  of  blood  ; 
and  by  every  thing  which  produces  a  tendency  to  syncope.  Lastly, 
they  may  be  mitigated  or  cured  by  whatever  intercepts  or  diminislies 
the  flow  o£  blood  in  the  particular  arteries  leading  to  the  affected 
part  This  may  be  effected  by  various  spontaneoiAs  changes  of  de- 
termination, constituting  the  conversions  before  stated.  They  may 
also  be  relieved  by  temporary  mechanical  compression  of  the  arteries 
supplying  the  part,  as  I  have  long  ago  stated  in  wliitloe,  gout*,  &c. 
and,  according  to  Mr.  Kellie,  may  be  cured  by  that  process  continued 
for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  by  the  tourniquet. 

"  (ccvi.)— If,  then,  in  every  palpable  case  of  inflammation  there 
in  excessive  momentum  of  blood ;  it  we  increase  the  inflammation 
precisely  in  proportion  as  we  increase  tlie  momentum,  aiid  diminish 
the  inflammation  precisely  as  we  diminish  the  momentum ;  we  have, 
I  think,  just  right  to  consider  the  excessive  momentum  as  an  indis- 
pensable cause  of  what  we  see  of  inflammation,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  more  remote  causes,  or  whatever  other  invisible  interme- 
diate circumstances  in  the  constitution  or  the  part  there  may  be,  an- 
tecedent to  the  excessive  momentum  which  we  perceive. 

•'  (ccvii.) — Neither  will  this  conclusion  be  invalidated,  were  it 
even  proved,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Wilson,  that  the  velo». 
city  of  the  blood  in  the  vessels  of  an  inflamed  part  is  diminished ; 
unless  it  be  also  proved,  that  the  velocity  is  diminished  in  a  greater 
proportion  tlian  the  quantity  is  increased. 

*'  (ccviii.)— I  have  been  the  more  minute  in  my  attempts  to 
establish  the  quality  and  order  of  phcenomena  on  this  important 
subject,  because  the  principle  will  serve  to  illustrate  various  other 
diseases,  which  have  hitherto  been  consid^ed  as  very  different  in 
their  natures,  and  tlieretbre  as  leading  to  very  difiierent  prac-« 
tices. 

'«  (ccix.) — It  having  been  thus  proved,  I  think  satisfactorily,  that 
excessive  momentum  of  blood  exists,  and  is  an  invariable  cause  in 
certain  distinct  cases  of  that  series  of  phsenomena,  to  which  we  give 
the  abstract  name  Inflammation ;  we  have  a  right,  conformably  to 
the  laws  of  sound  philosophy,  to  conclude  that  it  exists,  and  is  a 
cause  in  alL 
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^  (ccs.)— Prom  the  above  drcnrastances  it  seems  aiso  probable^ 
that  the  immediate  cause  of  local  predisposition  is  a  proneness  to  di^ 
latadon  in  the  vesseWof  the  part  liable  to  such  maladies,  by  whatever 
process  that  dilatation  may  be  effected/'— pp.  81—85. 

Havbg  explained  many  of  the  consequences  and  condldoni 
of  inflammation,  this  ingrenious  writer  next  ahews  the  relatiott 
uf  the  hydropic  with  the  inflammatory  state :  and  thoudi  many 
of  his  opinions  on  this  head  have  in  a  great  measure  been  an* 
tidpated  by  Dr.  Blackall,  yet  they  are  ao  truly  practical)  that 
we  shall  not  hesitate  to  quote  them. 

^'  (ccczxx.) — In  describing  the  effects  of  inflammation^  I  hava 
already  mentiened  that  one  of  its  simplest  and  most  common  termi« 
nations  is  the  extravasation  of  senim,  or  some  of  its  oonstituentSt 
Some  important  circumstances  relative  to  that  extravasation  Werq 
however  then  omitted,  having  been  purposely  reserved  to  this  place* 

"  (cccxxxi.) — We  have  seen  above  (ccliii.)^  that  the  swelling^ 
which  often  accompanies  the  cessation  of  gouty  paroxysms,  is  a  tru^ 
Dropsy  of  the  anasaroous  kind ;  following,  in  free  spaces,  the  direc« 
lion  of  gravitation. 

"  (cccxxxil)— Where,  however,  it  is  considerably  extensive^ 
it  seems  to  arise  against  gravitaticm,  relatively  to  the  inflamed  part 

"  (cccxxxiii.)«^We  might,  d  priori,  conceive  this  progress  to  bo 
owing  to  the  strength  of  expulsory  power  in- the  exnalents,  over« 
coming,  in  a  column  confinea  all  around,  the  force  of  gravity.  Per« 
haps,  m  some  instances,  this  may  actuallv  be  the  case. 

*'  (cccxxxiv.) — ^ince,  however,  we  nnd  that,  in  gout  in  the  fooitg 
this  oedema  often  continues  to  extend  itself  in  proportion  aa  the  ii>« 
flammation  in  the  foot  subsides,  nay  sometimes  exists  in  the  greatest 
degree,  and  to  the  greatest  extent,  long  after  all  symptoms  of  iocal 
inflammation  are  gone ;  we  cannot  help  attributing  its  occurrence 
in  the  latter  case  to  such  a  state  of  momentum  of  blood  still  existing 
in  the  vessels  leading  to  the  part  originally  inflamed,  as  producea 
jNretematural  evacuation  by  exhalation. 

"  (cccxxxv.) — ^This  being  admitted,  we  may  reasonably  sup» 
pose  that  the  anasarca  or  oedema,  stated  to  have  risen  to  a  ccmsiderabla 
distance  above  the  local  inflammation,  originated  in  a  similar  condi* 
tion  in  the  neighbourii^  arteries  and  exhalents ;  both  of  which  ap* 
pear,  from  all  the  phenomena  in  such  caaes,  to  be  pretematuraUy^ 
distended  with  blood. 

*'  (cccxxxvi.)-«-The  existence  of  such  aoonditioD  m  parts  sup* 
plied  from  the  same  arterial  rami  as  thoaewiiich  go  to  the  inflamed 
spot,  is  indeed  proved  by  this  fiict;  that  if^  in  cases  of  extensive 
oedema  of  the  leg,  foUowin^^  gout  in  the  foot,  and  chiefly  appearing 
after  the  leg  has  oeen  long  m  a  depending  pcnture,  we  apply  a  tiffht 
bandage  frmn  the  foot  to  above  the  adde,  we  shall  still  nndan  oede- 
matous  sweiliog  recur  every  night  above  the  bandage,  often  in  a 
greater  degree  than  before  the  bandage  was  applied. 

''  (ccotxxvti.)— From  this  fact  it  follows,  that  the 
asoneBtum,  whidi  is  a  leading  cnrcumstance  in  the  phlogistic 
thesis,  is  safident  to  produoe  anasaroa  ar-cedema^  withoat  tha 
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..  ^'  (cccxxztin»)«^A  QOHvinciiiff  proof  of  th«  truth  of  this  princi* 
{le  may  be  deduced  from  those  oraeouitiNM  swcUings  of  the  lower 
estrmuties,,  which  aftefi  follow  that  highly  uiflammAtory  disease 
lentfirtilia,  crai  when  no  themnatic  aifectian  of  the  joints  has  inter- 
4/ineA  Aseites^  also,  not  imfrequetitlj  occurs  under  simflar  ciicnsi« 
Hinees ;  iomI  biHk  thestf  fiihns  of  dropsy  evidently  originate  in  tht 
iBgbpMogiMic  diatbesis  which  then  pgeyaik  in  the  system. 
;^  f'  (ccczxnxiVf^ThstJOchastateinMali^  often  eausta  iaana^ 
tarcous  dropsy,  01  which  it  is  the  doise^  thoof^  no  pravioos  local  in^ 
flaniination  wasobsenrable  in  any  part  of  the  system,  q^peavs  Jrom 
mi  ^liick  pulse,  of  uiat  peculiar  hounding  kind  which  accampaniet 
ftt^Undatic  and  goUQr  inflaniroation,  the  £;fne8S  of  the  tongue,  the 
Iftif  M,  the  paucity  aiid  hi^  colour  of  the  urine,  and  those  marks  of 
k/liai  is  called  innaminatiori  in  the  Uood,  when  properly  drawn  ftom 
lh6  brachial  veins,  which  are  observable  in  patients  so  sfiected.  . . 
"^  **  (cccxL.) — The  fluid  effused  in  what  are  supposed  to  be  idjo« 
hithic  ascites,  hydrodlorax,  and  anasarca,  is  uwal^  of  a  pale  greenish 
yellow  colour,  considerably  transparent ;  and  has,  I  believe^  aU  the 
dlemical  qvaUty  of  common  eerum*.  It,  howevor,  greatly  diffesv  ai 
to  its  degree  of  tenuity ;  having  occasionally,  in  ascites,  the  consist^ 
ence  of  a  thick  jelly,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  make  it  pass  through  th^ 
tanula  of  the  trocar  in  the  operation  of  tapping.  We  may  justfy  pre* 
imne  this  viscidity  to  be  owing  to  a  superabundance  en  albKunen. 
*  "  (cccXLi.)~The  identity  of  the  fluid,  thus  eflhsed,  wjth  that 
Whidi  arises  from  certain  dej^s  of  inflammation  in  the  same  mem- 
inranes,  is  certainly  a  strong  ari^ument  in  favour  of  a  state  in  them 
lipproAchirfg  to  the  phlb^stic  diathesis. 

'^  (cccxLii.)— In  ascites  and  hvdrothorax,  indeed,  we  often  iSnd 
tucfi  a  thickening  and  capacity  of  the  peritoDseum  and  pleura,  nnac* 
Mnnanied  with  disease  of  the  liver  or  any  other  part,  as  wovdd  jus* 
tHy  us  ill  inferring  a  previous  topical  inflammation  in  those  mem* 
Ixranes. 

**  (cccxLin.)-^In  some  cases  of  asdtes,  this  inflammation  pro* 
ceeds  in  a  slow  chronic  manner,  with  little  or  no  pain,  and  some«r 
times  with  little  fever;  but  a  gradual  and  constant  extntvasation 
seems  to  be  taking  pkoe. 

"  (cccxLiv.)— Such,  indeed,  with  onlj  occasioDal  dight  oaine 
ebout  the  belly,  and  some  symptomatic  irregularity  in  &  alvine 
excretions,  is  the  usual  commencement  of  ascites,  where,  as  is  very 
often  the  case,  hepatic  disease  is  wanting;  so  tiiat  the  patient  is 
kmrcely  aware  ofthe  existence  of  important  disease,  till  he  is  alttmed 
t>y  a  preternatural  tumelSiction  of  the  dt>domen. 


*'*  Inaveryreoentexampk  of  ascites,  probably  of  many  years 
duration,  the  fluid  removed  by  tapping,  and  amountil^  to  fifteen 
beier  quarts,  exactljr  resemUed  in  colour  and  consistenoe  the  thiu 
ceiee-coloiuPed  liquid,  which  is  often  vomited  up  by  patientSy  who 
havemflammation  or  idcemlion  of  the  viUees  coat  ef  the  stomadik 
^htihlk  eolgurweepeobtMyowiivtotbeadmixtuiieofblood    . 
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^  (c^Xftv.) — In'Aeflnae  nanner  I  have  Men  hf^Mho/ifam 
$ii&wfy  arise  fmm  a  diseased  stale  of  the  pfeura^  fbHowim  tflMtt  !»•* 
flammaiion ;  aeoampttiied  with  habitual  tecr  and  h]|^i-o3oiir«d 
V^ ine;  hut  wiifafnitdie  BtvalleflC  «flSK:tioii  mhit^er  of  the  oi^gane 
«tt!  respiration,  till  after  the  lapse  of  several  months,  when,  at  thf  eind 
of  a  fevr  days,  the  patients  died,  and  dissection  exhibited  cqpipuf 
aerous  extravasatjooiy  without  any  pulmonary  disease. 

*'  (cccXLvi.)>*-ScL  also,  anasarca  of  the  lower  extremities  is  ofteli 
preceded  in  them  fry  Weal  pains,  which  have  not  gone  on  to  inflame 
loatiaB,  and  have  ettbaided  as  the  effiisiflD  has  taken  pboe,"— 
pp.  199^146. 

We  have  often  seen  diopsies  ari^,  and  advance  in  the  wm 
lieiv  described,  particularly  several  cases  of  ascites,  oomjdicateal 
with  an  affection  of  the  peritoneiiiki  and  ovaria.  Dr.  Pnny  ia» 
Ibnna  uBy  that  his  obseirvatiqyi  nas  not  furnished  lum  wrth  A 
single  fact  in  direct  proof,  that  accumulations  of  fluid  may  arisfe 
fWwn  dirainislied  absorption;  and  we  are  also  persuadea,  that 
inatanees  of  the  agency  of  sodi  a  cause  are  extremely  rave. 

Several  paf^  are  occupied  in  diacussing  what  <eiur  aulbor 
terms  the  relation  o£  aftctioR  in  inflammation,  dn^Mty,  and 
hiemorrhf^,  and  the  final  causes  of  these  affections.  He  iktuk 
distinguislies  active  and  passive  haemorrhage. 

"  (CCCX.XXXVI,)— It  is  necessary  to  observe  here  cf  haemorrhage^ 
as  before  of  dropsy,  and  .ofthe  discharges  after  Inflaipmation,  that 
aadi  a  symptom  rarely  ibUows  the  increased  momeiftum  whidi  pr^ 
diacee  it,  until  the  vesseb  of  the  part,  firom  which  it  takes  place,  have, 
as  it  wete,  offemd  a  long  and  ineik^ual  resiitance  to  the  impidae  4» 
Uood. 

*'  (cccLXXXiu) — So  hvmcMThage,  like  iaflfwco^atiop .  or  drqp^f;, 
is  not  directly  as  uKe  local  disposition  in  the  vessels,  oras  the  degree 
pC  the  momentum  of  blood ;  but  m  a  ratio  pompounded  of  Xht  twa 
.Whence  it  follows,  that  a  great  d^p^ee  of  mpmeotum  may  be  rt^ 
•quired  in  order  to  produce  haemorrhage  in  vessels  which  are  litt|p 
disposed,  while  a  slight  degree  will  be  sufficient  in  Vessels  which 
are  stfongly  dispdsea  These,  therefore,  are  the  two  states  which 
eonstitute  active  and  passive  haemorrhage/'*^^pp.  -l6l,  l62. 

We  should  have  been  m^cb  gratified  if  Dr.  Parry  had  ^ven 
us  some  particular  remarks  relative  to  long-continued  Iwmur* 
rhages  from  the  uterus,  and  to  those  copious  vomitingsof  blood 
to  which  habitual  drunkards  are  liable.  He  has  hardy  glanced 
jit  the  Aiijmer,  and  entirely  overieoked  tbe  latjter ;  dwough  we 
jure  satisfied  that  neither  ace  yet  well  understoad.  As  to  the 
'aanguifierous  vomitings  of  drunkards,  we  shall  merriy  ilate^ 
that  we  have  rarely  known  a  case  of  it  moktal  when  treated- hjr 
purgatives;  but  have  seen  several  rapdl^  so,  where  the  lancet 
was  freely  employed. 

Dr.  Jrarnr  says,  that  be  has  so  often  known  ihala^e^,  sos» 
nendcd,  ana  life  lengthened  and  made  lopre  cpm&rttfUei  bf 
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tbe  superventioD  of  dro{i6ical  effusions ;  aad,  on  tlie  ^ontnrr, 
•o  many  petsons  suffer  aggravatioDs  of  disease,  and  even  deatn, 
soon  after  the  spontaneops  disappearance  of  dropsy ;  that  he 
cannot  avoid  conadmng  that  effusion  as  a  salutary  process^ 
r^thchr  than  as  an  actual  disease.  But,  to  borrow  the  language 
of  Shakspearc, 

^'  Men  may  construe  tilings  after  their  fashion, 

'*  Clear  from  tlie  purpose  of  the  thiugs  themselves/' 

It  has  always  appeared  to  us,  that  dropsy  i^  an  actual  -dis-i 
ease ;  sometimes  even  more  dangerous  than  the  affection  whidi 
it  accompanies  or  succeeds,  Imd  most  frequently  tending  to  the 
destruction  of  the  patient  We  would  bring  forward  facts  to 
substantiate  these  assertions ;  iiut  controversy  is  a  point  which 
we  always  wisli  to  avoid,  especiaUy  with  those  whom  we  highly 
res])ect. 

A  long  chapter  follows  on  a  simple  excessive  determination, 
or  fulness  of  blood,  in  which  tliere  are  some  good  ilhistration^. 
Our  autlior  conceives  the  chief  difference  between  simple  ex- 
ces9ve determination  and  inflammation,  tq consist  in  this;  that 
jyhere  tliere  is  no  inflammation  the  momentum  of  blood  is  not 
90  great,  relatively  to  the  capillary  vessels  of  the  part ;  which 
therefore  do  not  suffer  the  same  affections  or  actions.  Yet  lie 
admits  that  these  two  states  vibrate  backwards  and  forwards 
into  each  other ;  so  that  wliat  is  one  day  simple  excessive  de* 
termination,  shall  be  inflammation  another  day,  ana  vice  versL, 
This  of  itself,  he  imagines,  is  a  strong  proof  of  one  common 
condition  in  the  two  cases.  By  far  the  most  valuable  part  of 
diis  chapter  is  that  where  he  treats  of  simple  excessive  deter* 
minations  to  the  mucous  membranes.  The  pathology  of  spas* 
modic  asthma  is  attempted  to  be  explained  on  verv  simple 
{principles.  We  admire  it  as  far  as  it  goes ;  but  surely  other 
parts  than  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea  are  generally 
ooncemed  in  tlie- phenomena  of  this  disease.  Our  author,  how* 
ever,  shall  speak  for  himself  on  tliis  and  other  interesting  par* 
ticulars. 

^'  (ccccLxx.)— The  disease  called  spasmodic  asthma  is  brought 
en  by  almost  every  thinff  which  increases  the  action  of  the  heart, 
and  which  stimulates  and  fills  the  vessels  of  the  mucous  membrane 
ilself.  Thus  it  is  produced  by  intense  heat/ by  lightness  of  air, 
fay  exercise,  by  fuU  meals,  by  stimulating  drinks,  and  by  certain 
effluvia,  as  those  of  hay,  whether  new  or  old,  of  sealing  wax,  and 
ether  burning  substances,  and  of  ipecacoanha,  while  powdering,  or 
even  aopetimes  whqn  a  paper  or  ixittle  of  it  is  opened  in  the  same 
xdcnn  with  the  patient  Of  the  operation  of  all  tliese  causes  I  have 
aeen  'several  examples ;  and  similar  cases  might  doubtless  be  found 
in  the  writings  or  experience  of  other  raedicaU  men. 

.   **  (ccccLXXi.V— On  the  other  hand,  asthma  is  relieved  by  gently 
iqpcil  Dowels,  by  neavy  air,  by  inhaling  that  which  is  cold,  and  by 


Tanfi  EtemttUf  ofPatkdogy  and  Therapeutim.       t^ 

mpoOog  diMct.  It  diminJHhe^  as  soon  as  inucoiM  aiecretion  htfftU 
to  take  place ;  and  ts  more  speedily  and  effectually  relieved  by  spit^.' 
ting  of  blood. 

"  (ccccvxxii.)-«-Th^e  fiicto  are  convincing  proofs  of  8uiiajpre» 
^matnral  fulness  of  the  vessels  of  the  raucous  membrane  of.  the 
bronchia,  as  to  impede  free  inspiratiouj  and  to  produce  all  the  symp^ 
toms  of  spasmodic  asthma. 

*'  (cccclzxiil) — But  farther ;  in  many  of  the  cases  in  which  cer« 
tain  effluvia,  as  those  of  ipecacoanha,  hay,  &c.  produce  spasmodia 
asthma,  they  usually^  first,  or  at  the  same  time,  operate  on  the  mu« 
Gous  membrane  of  the  nose,  in  the  manner  already  described.  A 
case  has  also  occurred  to  me  of  a  female,  who  regularly  once  a  week^ 
tar  several  years,  ha4  a  fit  of  what,  on  tiie  usual  principle,  might  be 
caUed  spamodic  coryza,  affecting  the  eyes  and  mucous  membrane  of 
the  nose  only.  The  fit  lasted  for  twenty*four  hours,  never  extendi 
ing  itself  to  the  throat  or  chest ;  and  if,  from  any  unknown  causeji 
flhe  one  week  missed  the  usual  fit,  she  was  sure  o{  having  it  for 
double  that  period,  or  forty-eight  hours,  the  next  week» 

*'  (ccccLxxiv.)^— In  order,  however,  to  place  this  matter  be* 
yond  all  doubt,  1  would  mention  a  patient,  who,  without  pain  or 
any  other  previous  symptom  of  disease  in  tlie  thorax,  died,  in,£fleen 
or  twenty,  minutes,  of  a  sudden  attack  of  difiiculty  of  breathing, 
-without  wheezing,  and  with  every  symptom  of  pure  spasmodic 
asthma;  and  in  whom,  on  dissection,  there  was  found  no  effuaionj^ 
or  any  other  disord^r^  in  the  lungs  or  thorax,  except  an  old  adhesion^ 
and  a  complete  suffusion  of  a  damask  rose  coloiir,  amountiog,  is 
eome  patches^  almost  to  blackness,  of  the  entire  mucous  membrane 
of  the  trachea,  and  of  all  the  ramifications  of  the  brqnchial  cells,  m 
far  as  could  be  traced.  This  part  was  examined  in  consequaoee  of 
a  prior  e^ipectatibn  of  the  state  in  which  if  would  be  found ;  and  no 
exsudation  whatever  bedewed,  or  was  attached  to,  the  discoloured 
membrane." — ^.  IQJ — ^200. 

'*  (ccccLXxix.)— This  discussion  on  the  nature  and  proximate 
cause  of  asthma  will  clear  the  way  for  tlie  knowledge  of  various  other 
afiections  of  mucous  membranes,  with  equal  impropriety  called 
spasmodic. 

"  (ccccLXxx.^— rOf  tliis  kind  is  one  species  of  stricture  in  the 
urethra,  said  to  depend,  occasionally,  on  roent^^l  causes ;  and  which^ 
probably,  arises  frran  a  similar  turgescence  of  the  vessds  of  the  mu^ 
cous  membrane. 

"  (ccccLxxxi.)-«*iSnce,  also,  persons,  who  have  such  strictures 
in  the  urethra,  are  peculiarly  liable  to  similar  affections  in  the  lower 
pert  of  the  colon  and  the  rectum,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that,  ia 
the  latter  disorders,  strictures  begin  in  the  same  way,  that  i^  by  ao 
increased  vascularity  of  the  mucous  membrane.  It  is  true  that,  in 
the  alimentary  canal,  there  may  be  the  ooincidenoe  of  muscular 
contraction;  and  this  may  occur  by  that  communication  of  malady 
between  the  two  ceats,  which  certainly  often  exists  in  cases  of  in» 
flammation.  As,'  also,  it  is  found  that  simple  stricture  of  the  ree* 
turn  is  easily  removable  at  the  commencement  of  the  malady,  and 
becomes  permanent  and  incurable  only  at  a  more  or  less  late  period, 
when  long  obstnietiop  to  the  free  passage  of  the  excrements  hae 
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^ven  occasion  to  th(^  violent  irritation^  it  is  extremely  prdUUc  thgi 
the  pennanence,  which  folloirs^  is  owing  to  a  degeneracy  ef  ^)j 
ttridtored  part  into  that  inflammatory  state,  which  prodtices  scirrhm 
hy  extravasation,  In  the  manner  aboidy  explainH. 

*'  (ccccLxxxii.WTbb  dieory  is  eoniirmod  by  the  discharf[e» 
4)f  mucus  and  blooa,  which  occur,  and,  fbr  a  time,  relieve  audi  stnc* 
fares;  ffivingocoasiooto  theirbeiiigsometimes  miaUtonfore^ienteryg 

^  (ccccLXXXin.)-<i^It  receives  also  additional  canfiraaatioD  fropii 
what  is  fbond  in  the  stomach,  in  whidi  there  can  be  no  doubt  tint 
deep  sorrow  occasionally  produces  dyspepsia,  and  aiibsequeBt  edr- 
ibosity,  with  its  proper  symptoms, 

'^''  (ccccuucxiv.)^That  idiopathic  djspepssa  jteelf  ia  a  morbid 
Iblness  of  vessels  of  the  villoiis  coat  of  me  stomach,  wfll  tether 
appear  from  various  drcumatances.  For,  1st,  Its  sympioma  are 
those  of  increased  sensibility ;  which,  it  has  been  heme  shewn,  is 
usually  attended  with,  if  not  produced  by,  increased  vascular  fUne8S» 
in  whatever  part  the  excessive  tenderness  occurs.  Thus  it  sitftra 
uneasiness  mm  sudi  a  quantity  or  qpdity  of  food,  as  would  produce^ 
fto  inconvenience  whatever  in  other  ttomadis.  It  is  customary  to 
attribute  this  effect  to  the  mere  formation  in  tfie  stomach  of  acetoua 
acid,  or  the  extrication  of  an  unusual  quantity  of  carbonic  add  gas. 
But  it  is  certain,  that  neither  one  nor  the  other  af  Aeae  substances 
win  pmdnce  a  airrflar  uneaaineas  in  the  stomach  of  any  healthy  man. 
«i-^y.  There  t^often  a  sense  of  burning  or  smarting  heat,  usually 
denomixuited  heart-bum,  which  evidently  arises  from  increased  tur^ 
ireseencs  of  blood  ;  just  as  preternatural  heat  is  felt  from  increased 
determxnation  ofblood  to  other  parts. — 3dly,  When  vomiting  occurs 
ill  dyspeptic  stomachs,  which  are  void  of  food,  the  fluid  ejected  is 
an  unusual  quantity  if  the  natural  mucous  secretion.— 4th]y,  AH 
^e  symptoms  of  dyspepsia,  as  flatus,  heart-bum,  &c.  e^^st,  in  the 
Ipreatest  degree,  in  Qiose  cases,  which  are  followed  by  vomiting  of 
blood  in  different  states ;  and  it  .is  foufid  that  these  symptoms  are 
bfV^  relieved  by  that  disdmrg^i  and  do  not  recinr,  at  least  in  an 
equal  degree,  till  a  similar  congestion  of  blood  has  tdten  place  in  tifs 
vessels  of  fte  atomadi ;  after  which,  the  symptoms  are  sgain  re* 
licved  by  another  sanguineous  vomiting.  This  case  must  be  carSi* 
fijlly  distingniAed  mm  those,  in  whidi  there  is  scirrhosity  and 
ulceration  of  tiie  stomach,  and  in  which  the  blood  is  not  a  ntere  ex« 
halation  from  the  villous  ooat^  but  is  poured  out  from  eroded  vessels, 
— 5thly,  aa  the  state  of  dyspepsia  with  bloody  vomiting  is  peculiatiy 
incident  to  females,  wm  suffer  obstruction  of  the  menstmal  eva^ 
euation ;  so  other  females  free  flrom  that  obstruction,  but  who  labour 
under  almost  constant  dyspepsia,  with  occasional  vomitinf^  of  blood> 
Are  usually  exempt  from  those  symptoms  during  the  period^  of  the 
menstmal  disdiarge,  but  sufier  relapses  soon  afler  tne  respective 
periods  have  ceased. — 6thly,  in  that  state  of  the  tongue,  so  frwuuent 
in  die  West  Indies,  in  which  the  mucous  membrane  of  that  ana  the 
|id)acent  parts  s  affected  with  dironic  inflammation,  tending  to  aph- 
tfia?  and  separition,  the  stomach,  mparentiy  by  mere  extension  of 
^sease,  suffers  all  the  sjrmntoms  of  flatus,  acidity,  &c.  which  are  com- 
inon  to  dyspepsia.  A  similar  afl^sction  often  readies  into  the  boweb; 
and  is  then  greatly  lelievfd  by  diacfaaigea  of  blood  per  ^fxom!"^^ 
I^  £01—205. 
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W«  much  «j>ptove  the  raowks  on  dyspepdiii.beeMMf 
tiiey  nearly  aocord  with  our  own  ofaservationfl^  and  because  iv« 
tiiink  tfaein  wdl  fitted  to  remove  some  erroneous  notions  which 
are  still  jnenerally  entertained  with  regard  to  it. 

Havmg  seacned  that  aeotion  in  which  the  structiire  and 
limctiona  of  the  nervous  system  are  conmdered,  we  were  suv* 
prised  to  find  die  following  cnccHi&um  on  two  modem  wiitanf 
^notoriety* 

''  (nxx.) — ^This  a/stemi  though  long  an  object  of  ansdona  in* 
ijairy  among  anatomistSi  has  been  widi  little  success  investigate^ 
till  (u  late,  that  it  has  received  the  most  extensive  and  satasfactoiy 
Slustratiqn  fitnn  die  labours  of  those  acute  physiologists,  the  Doctonf 
Gall  and  Spubzheiic." — p.  225. 

We  are  yet  to  be  informed  what  are  those  most  ettensiv^ 
fnd  satisfacfory  illustrations  here  asserted;  for  thoMgh  Dr« 
f  any  has  adopted  the  descriptions  aiid  conjectures  of  Cb^  ana 
Spurzheim,  we  must  confess,  that  we  have  not  received  mj, 
additional  information  from  them.  There  are  certainly  raxof 
Ibetter  anatomical  accounts  of  the  br^un  on  record  tbau'thal( 
given  by  Dr.  Parry ;  and,  in  particular,  we  think  that  he  hai| 
tiot  sufficiently  regarded  the  structure  and  functions  of  the 
irenous  apparatus  df  that  organ.  Indeed,  in  other  parts  of  this 
Valuable  volume,  strong  presumptions  are  afforded  that  our 
author  has  something  yet  to  learn  with  respect  to  the  fqnctiona 
of  the  venous  system  in  general  Not  content  with  having  in*^ 
produced  the  Efoclors  Gall  and  Spurzheim  as  anatomists  and 
nbysiolqgistfi,  he  brings  them  forward  as  profound  phi]os(^)heim 
ya  another  place. 

"  (ncLvii.)— The  sttb|ecty  however^  of  theconnecdonbetweea 
Ae  powers  and  propensities  c£  the  mind^  and  the  Qircumstanoes  <£ 
bodny  fbrm  and  tendency  to  disease^  as  comprehended  under  the 
acienee  of  Temperaments^  has  been  thought  worthy  of  occup3ring 
Aa  attentioa  of  medieal  {^osofAers  firom  the  time  of  Hippocxatas 
a^the  present  day.  Those^  who  would  see  to  what  fancifhl  l9^Am 
flpecokdve  principles  may  be  carried  by  ii^jenioua  men,  may  eoii« 
ank  te  the  aufaject  Cabanis*. 

'*  (ocLviii.)~Of  late,  the  physiologists  whom  I  have  befixa 
qootsdy  MM.  Gall  and  Sporzheim,  have  viewed  the  sulgect  in  an* 
odier  light;  and  have  endeavoured  to  shew^  that  the  capacity  for 
the  respective  arts  and  sciences,  as  well  as  the  sentiments,  monl 
amdencies,  and  other  intellectual  faculties,  are  connected  with  the 
comparative  nroportions  of  certain  parts  of  the  convolutions  of  the 
Ifnm,  and  inoicated  by  the  proportions  of  corresponding  ports  of  thai 
anmium. 

''  (ncLnc.)-^These  conclusions,  which  are  illastrated  by  tiiosa 
phyuiolugista  with  great  force  of  demonstration,  have  not  nidierto 
feceivea  the  sanction  of  general  experience.  But  to  deride  them 
solely  on  that  account  woiud  be  highly  absurd;  since  we  are  jusdiied 
in  etmeinding,  thaty  as  it  has  pfeascd  Providence  to  make  an  oiw 

*  Rapports  du  Physique  et  du  Morale  de  rHonune^  p.  45^ 
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iniseif  inatierial  nibstance  the  medium  of  aU  die  mentiil  ftcuhrer, 
tese  several  faculties  may  depend^  Sat  their  existence^  on  certaiit 

partsof  the  organized mass^  and  for  their  degree^  on  the  proportioa. 

of  those  parts." — ^pp.  280 — 281. 

New  and  falladous  theories  may  derive  an  unmerited  in* 
fluence,  from  their  abettors  drawing  stronger  inferences  than 
die  premises  iustify ;  an  error  into  which,  we  are  afraid,  our 
author  has  fisijflen.  He  pleads  that  it  would  be  highly  absurdi 
to  deride  the  conclusions  of  Gall  and  Spurzheim  because  thej 
have  not  received  the  sanction  of  general  experience ;  and  yet 
in  another  place  says,. that  these  conclusions  are  illustrated  with 
crest  force  of  demonstration.  Ndw  we  beg  leave  to  ask,  what 
force  of  demonstration  can  there  be  in  ooodusions  which  have' 
liot  received  the  general  sanction  ? — ^nay,  which,  in  most  in- 
stances, were  directly  counter  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind  ? 

We  dare  venture  to  assert  (as  indeed  has  been  already 
done)  that  the  prominences  of  the  brain,  alluded  to  above,  are 
not  generally  indicated  by  correspondent  and  proportionate  pro* 
minences  of  the  craniun^* ;  and,  therefore,  the  very  foundation 
^  this  new  system  is  laid  in  absolute  error.  Dr.  Parry  evi- 
dently conceives  that  the  brain  is  not  only  the  medium  of  all 
the  mental  faculties,  but  that  6ven  the  existence  and  degree 
of  those  faculties  may  depend  upon  it.  But  it  cannot  be  con- 
troverted that  numerous  individuals  have  retained  their  mental 
faculties  to  the  last,  whose  brains  after  death  were  found  va- 
riously and  much  diseased.  From  such  striking  facts,  it  doea 
not  appear  certain,  that  the  brain  is  actually  the  medium 
througn  which  all  the  mental  powers  operate ;  and  much  less 
evident,  that  those  powers  depend  for  their  existence  and  de-^ 

See  on  that  oi^n.  We  could  pursue  this  subject  mucli  fur- 
or, but  it  is  quite  unnecessary.  The  conjectures  of  Gall  and 
Spurzheim  will,  for  a  time,  float  upon  the  current  of  public 
opmion,  and  then,  burstinja^  like  a  bubble,  will  be  succeeaed  by 
other  metaphysical  whimsies  of  as  brief  a  date. 

Dr.  Parry  thinks  that  nearly  .all  the  modifications  of  the^ 
disorders  usually  called  nervous,  originate  in  an  excessive  mo- 
mentum of  blood  in  the  vessels  of  the  brain.  We  certainly* 
believe,  that  many  of  these  affections  depend  upon  the  cause 
here  stated ;  but  we  are  convinced  from  experience,  that  many 
of  them  also  depend  upon  other  causes;  in  a  word,  \vc  are  dis- 

Sosed  to  agree  with  Dn  Armstrong,  that  they  oriffiiiute  in  some 
orangement,  not  only  of  tlie  viscera  of  the  head,  but  also  oC 
the  thorax  and  abdomen -f*. 

•  Vide  Review  of  Dr,  Spurzheim's  Work,  Rciio$Uory,  vol.  iv.p.  53. 

f  Vide  Brief  Hints^  relative  to  the  Improvement  of  the  Path»^ 
lli^y  and  Tieatmtnt  of  those  Chronic  Diseases  usually  termed  Ner- 
v«ius.  By  John  Armstrong,  M.D.  Simd^land.  Edinburgh  Me4ica^ 
ani  Surgical  Jouni«l>  N99  44.  p.  4lS 
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'  Punuing  the  subject  of  excessive  determination  of  blood  to 
the  bnun,  Dr.  Parry  makes  it  the  occasion  of  sleeplessness, 
noises  in  the  head,  dreaming,  pmn  of  the  head,  and  vertigo. 
Upon  the  last  of  these  states,  his  remarks  are  particularly  de- 
•erving  of  attention. 

"  (occxvii.) — The  term  Vertigo  is  certainly  applied  to  at  least 
two  different  species  of  sensation  in  the  head.  The  first,  and  proper, 
species  is  characterised  by  a  feeling  of  quick  rotation  in  the  inside  of 
the  head ;  and,  I  believe^  it  is  this  species  which  precedes  epileptic, 
paralytic,  and  apoplectic  attacks.  In  a  moment  aner  its  commence- 
ment, the  patient  is  often  seized  with  nausea,  and  sometimes  with 
VQipiting ;  and,  at  other  times,  almost  immediately  falls  senseless*  • 
.  ^ "  (dccxvui.)— Another  species  is  distinguished  by  a  sensati(»i,^ 
as  if  objects  were  approaching  us,  or  more  usually  receding  from  us*^ 
and  becoming  dark.  This  is  the  feeling  which  frequenuy  occurs^ 
when,  after  stooping,  one  suddenly  rises  up  into  the  erect  posture. 
In  its  symptoms  it  is  very  different  from  the  former ;  is  rarely,  if 
ever,  accompanied  wi^  isickness,  and  ought  rather  to  be  called 
Swimming,  than  Giddiness  or  Vertigo.  I  believe,  also,  that  if 
arises  fit>m  a  state  of  circulation  totally  opposite  to  that  in  the  former 
case;  for  while,  in  vertigo,  there  is  a  greater  impulse  of  blood  to 
the  brain  than  is  natural,  the  sensation  in  swimminff  arises  from  the 
want  of  due  impetus  in  the  cerebral  vessels,  lliis  di£fereqce  ia* 
proved  by  these  farther  circumstances,  that  true. vertigo  may  be 
relieved  by  blood-letting  and  compression  of  the  carotids,  while 
fwimming  is  increased  by  the  compression,  and  is  actually  similar, 
to  the  reeling  which  precedes  syncope  from  blood-letting."-^ 
p.  305,  306. 

The  distinction  above  lud  down  may,  and  we  believe  does» 
hold  good  in  some  cases;  but  we  dare* assert  that  it  will  gene- 
ralljr  be  found  a  dangerous  fallacy.  We  have  seen  enough  of 
vertigo  to  be  convinced,  that  for  the  most  part  it  demands 
evacuations  for  its  removal,  by  whatever  sensations  described. 
It  is  painful  to  us  to  diifcr  so  decidedly  from  our  author ; 
but,  our  sense  of  duty,  and  the  influence  of  his  name,  com-* 
pel  us  to  warn  our  brethren  against  a  dubious  diagnostic, 
upon  which  the  health,  and  even  the  life,  of  a  fellow-creature 
might  be  lost 

JDr.  Parry  passes  on  to  the  pathology  of  epilepsy,  convul-*" 
sions,  chorea,  shaking  palsy,  wry  neck,  hysteria,  hypochondri- 
asis, insanity,  hydrocephufiis  internus,  and  other  affections; 
concerning  whicli  many  luminous  hints  arc  thrown  out.  But 
the  phenomena  of  almost  all  of  them  are  made  subservient  to 
an  excessive  determination  of  blood  to  the  brain ;  and  of  course 
the  real  nature  and  extent  of  many  of  them  very  inadequately 
explained.  We  do  most  sincerely  believe  that  every  unbiassed 
and  experienced  practitioner  will  allow,  that  several  of  the  dis- 
orders above  enumerated  have  an  inseparable  'Connectioa  witli 
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4eraogenients  of  the  abdominal  viaoera.  Our  autbor  is,  how- 
ever, under  the  dominion  of  a  favourite  theory,  which  prompta- 
him  to  reduce  the  greater  part  of  diseases  to  a  simple  and  gene- 
ral Uw.  We  know  that  many  physicians  and  philosophers  are 
fond  of  talking  about  the  simplicity  of  Nature:  but,  as  the  or* 
gans  and  functions  of  the  human  frame  are  various  and  compU«> 
cated ;  so  are  the  constitutions,  states,  and  characters  o(  its . 
diseases.  The  morbid  affections  of  a  single  organ,  much  le^s 
of  almost  the  whole  system,  cannot  be  fairly^  reduced  to  a  gene- 
ral law.  The  progress  of  physic  has  often  been  impeded  by 
the  generalization  of  ardent  and  ingenious  minds;  for,  on  in* 
tricate  subjects,  the  majority  of  men  rather  blindly  follow  the 
suggestions  of  others,  than  take  the  trouble  to  observe  and  re- 
flect for  themselves. 

We  shall  close  our  extracts  from  this  valuable  work  with 
tlic  authors  recapitulation : 

'*  (mxv.) — ^Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  shew,  first.  That  the 
fior  greater  number  of  the  diseases,  incidental  to  the  human  fhune, 
depends,  at  some  point  or  other,  of  that  succession  of  antecedent  cir« 
eumstances,  which  constitute,  tlie  chain  of  causes,  on  excessive  mo- 
mentum of  blood,  whether  local  or  general.  Sdly,  That  this 
momentum  is  not,  necessarily,  always  excessive  absolutely,  that  is, 
in  relation  to  the  usual  state  o£  perfect  health  in  the  mass  of  man- 
kind ;  but  relatively  to  the  state  of  the  individual  at  the  period  given. 
Sd\y,  That  many  of  those  movements,  which  constitute  what  is 
rnlkHi  disease,  and  whidi,  far  the  time^  produce  disorder  of  the 
different  functions,  whether  of  body  or  mind,  are,  in  reality,  pro- 
cesses, the  gAieral  tendency  of  which  is  to  restore  health,  and  to 
)>rolong  life ;  althoi^gh,  on  particular  occasions,  their  operation  may* 
be  either  defective,  on  one  hand,  or  excessive,  on  the  other ;  or  may 
be  even  sometimes  directed  to  parts,  which  seem,  as  it  were,  unne-' 
ce.ssmily  im]>licated  in  the  vain  and  fatal  conflict. 
'  "  (mxvi.)— The  view,  whidh  I  have  thus  taken  of  animal  patho- 
l«gy>  is  consonant  to  that  simplicity,  which  pervades  all  the  other 
k;iuwn  operations  of  Nature.  The  blood  is  the  material,  finom  which, 
by  the  aid  of  its  approjjariate  system  of  vessels,  the  animal  is  formed^ 
its  life  preserved,  and  its  health  maintained ;  and  by  the  immediate 
affection  of  tlie  same  system,  it  chiefly  suffers  disease,  decay,  and 
death. 

"  (mxvii.) — This  theory  is  of  a  very  diffeivnt  character  from 
those,  which  deduce  the  greater  number  of  diseases  from  an  assumed 
disorder  of  one  particular  viscus,  or  local  function.  It  is  founded  on 
an  observation  of  certain  like  phsenomena,  occurring  in  a  system 
existing  in  every  part  of  the  body ;  and,  therefore,  constituting  a 
law,  under  whicn  are  comprehended  the  affections,  not  of  one  part 
only,  but  of  the  whole  frame. 

**  (mxviii.)— Neither  is  it  at  all  incompatible  with  the  opinions 
lof  certain  ingenious  pathologists,  who  would  investigate  the  ulterior 
deiigu  of  tlie  several  morbid  movements  of  the  animal  system.    On 
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the  contrary^  while  it  admits^  and  even  af»umes^  the  general  principT* 
of  ndiitaiy  porposes^  it  tends  to  ascertain  the  means^  or  instruments, 
l>y  which  trose  purposes  are  effectedw----pp.  459---46I. 

This  volume  should  be  in  the  library  of  every  medical  prac-' 
titioner.  But  as  it  re<|uires  to  be  read  with  caution,  on  account 
of  its  sweeping  conclusions,  the  animadversions  of  an  impartial 
reviewer  will  not  be  entirety  superfluous.  To  Dr.  Parry,  per- 
sonally, we  entertain  nothing  but  sentiments  of  unmingled 
reroect.  His  long  and  useful  life  dahns  this  from  evcfy  fnend 
cf  humanity  and  science.  If  we  have  spoken  freely  on  some 
puts  of  his  work,  we  have  not  been  insensible  to  the  excel- 
Jmdes  of  other  parts  of  it. 

We  earnestly  hope,  that  uothing  w31  prevent  Dr.  Parry* 
iiom  completing  the  second  part  of  this  work,  in  which  he  con- 
templates  ^ving  the  proofs  of  the  principles  now  developed. 
We  shall  oe  among  the  first  to  sreet  its  announcement ;  for 
the  observatioiis  of  an  experienced,  enlightened,  and  upright 

Shyiucian  cannot  but  contribute  to  extend  tlie  sphere  of  me- 
ical  knowledge. 


■—-■•■ 
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Jifedtcal  Transactions  pMished  iy  the  College  of  Physicians  in 
London.    Vol.  Y.    8vo^  pp.  462.     Longman  and  Co.  1815.  « 

We  are  a  Httle  disposed  to  believe,  that  the  fate  of  the  last 
Tolumc  ^hich  the  College  sent  forth  has  convinced  tliat  Learned 
Body  that  talent,  like  armour,  is  apt  to  become  rusty  when  un- 
employed ;  and  therefore  the  present  has  been  brought  forward 
in  a  shorter  space  of  time  than  any  of  its  predecessors.  In  ouir 
observations  on  the  former,  we  expressed  our  conviction  that  its 
appearance  was  a  proof  that  the  College  had  '^  still  at  heart 
toe  improvement  of  the  Profession,  and  the  advancement  of 
Medical  Literature  C  and  we  should  be  even  more  inclined  to 
suppose  that  this  is  the  feeling  which  has  accelerated  the  exer- 
tions of  the  present  contributors,  could  we  close  our  eyes  to  the 
emulation  which  the  well-merited  reputation  of  the  Transac- 
tions of  a  Cotemporary  Society,  that  ranks  among  its  Members 
some  of  the  firsst  medical  characters  of  the  age,  has,  we  havQ 
good  reason  for  believing,  undoubtedly  excitra.  But,  be  tlii^ 
as  it  may,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  aihnning,  that  the  volume 
before  us,  generally  speaking,  bears  a  stamp  of  a  higher  charac- 
ter than  its  immediate  precursor;  is  more  of  a  practical  nature ; 
and  hence,  as  it  will  be  more  extensively  useful,  it  will  be  more 
generally  read ;  and  in  a  considerably  greater  degree  tend  to 
advance  the  character  of  the  College. 

s  2 
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And  eertainly  we  have  a  ri^t  to  expect  that  this  should  be 
the  case;  for  afthough  we  are  not  so  inexperienced  as  to  look 
for  oracular  wisdom  from  any  individuals^  however  proudly 
dignified  with  academical  or  collegiate  honours,  yet  we  think  it 
but  reasonable  to  expect  that  artists  of  high  reputation  should, 
not  only  display  in  their  works  the  skill  oy  which  their  fame 
has  been  acquired,  but  should  send  forth  such  productions  only 
as  may  serve  as  models  for  guiding  the  future  student,  fixing 
his  taste,  and  perfecting  his  judgment.  When  the  reverse  takes 
place,  in  the  medical  world  m  particular,  men  in  elevated  situa- 
tions can  only  be  regarded  as  public  evils :  like  tlie  baneful 
vapour  which  remains  innocuous  while  it  is  hidden  in  the  ob- 
acurity  of  the  morass,  when  elevated  in  the  atmosphere,  and 
wafted  to  the  abodes  of  men,  never  fmls  to  spread  pesUlence^ 
and  disease,  and  death. 

As  in  our  examination  of  the  former  volume,  we  have  not 
followed  the  arrangement  of  the  College ;  but  have  taken  the 
papers  of  each  contributor  in  immediate  succession.  From 
the  nature  of  the  subjects,  they  do  not  admit  of  close  criti-> 
cism ;  and  we  have  chosen  rather  to  allow  our  readers  to  judge 
for  themselves  irom  an  ample  analysis,  than  to  attempt  any 
critical  examination  of  their  merits. 

The  first  paper  is  a  detail  of  several  cases  of  Diahctetj  sue-- 
ce^sfulJy  treated  by  the  late  Dr.  Satterley.  These  cases  are 
extremely  well  drawn  up ;  and  illustrate  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  judicious  employ- 
ment of  the  lancet,  as  propo^  by  Dr.  Watt*.  In  the  first  in 
particular,  the  symptoms  were  strongly  marked,  and  the  pro- 
gressive beneficial  cnects  of  the  successive  bleedings  so  evident, 
as  to  induce  the  patient  to  desire  a  more  frequent  repetition  of 
the  remedy  than  was  deemed  prudent. 

'Previous  to  the  first  bleeding,  sixteen  auarts  of  urine  were 
passed  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  "  which  nad  the  violet  ^mcll, 
was  sweet  to  the  taste,  and  yielded  an  evaporation  from  each 
pound  of  more  than  5J8S.  of  a  black  treacle.'"  It  also  exhibited  on 
Its  surface  minute  globules  of  oil,  such  as  has  been  frequently 
noticed  by  writers  on  diabetes.  After  the  abstraction  of  Jxiv. 
of  blood,  eleven  quarts  only  of  urine  were  made  in  the  subse« 
quent  twenty.four hours;  and  after  the  second  bleeding,  which 
was  to  the  amount  of  5xviij.,  the  quantity  was  further  reduced 
to  six  quarts.     Some  days  afterwards,  however,  it  increased  to 

•  Although  Dr.  Watt  has  generally  been  regarded  as  the  origi* 
nal  proposer  of  the  use  of  the  lancet  in  Diabetes,  yet  this  is  by  no 
means  the  case.  For  the  earliest  account  of  this  practice^  '""' 
Arclagenes  ajfud  Actium  Tetrab.  L  iii.  &nrt.  ilL  && 
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nine  quarts  ;*  but  was  again  reduced  to  six  by  taking  away 
twenty  ounces  of  blood ;  and  tliis  quantity  varied  but  little, 
until  after  four  more  successive  bleecl'ings,  of  twenty  and 
eighteen  ounces  each,  when  it  *^  was  gradually  diminished  from 
five  to  three  and  two  quarts,  andidl  tlie\>ther  symptoms  vanish- 
ed.**^ The  patient  had  been  put  upon  a  meat  diet  after  the  first 
bleeding,  the  quantity  of  his  dnnk  limited,  and  lime  water  sub- 
stituted for  a  part  of  it ;  the  bowels  were  kept  open  by  means 
of  castor  oil  and  aloetic  pills,  and  at  the  same  time  a  grain  of 
calomel  with  a  few  grains  of  Dover^s  powder  were  exhibited 
every  evening  at  bed*time. 

The  other  cases  are  less  detailed ;  but  the  results  are  equally 
satisfactory  as  to  the  advantages  of  blood-letting.  In  all  of 
them  the  first-drawn  blood  had  the  appearance  of  a  homc^eo 
neous  black  mass,  possessing  no  degree  of  firmness,  but  resem* 
bling  treacle,  and  not  separating  by  rest  into  serum  and  crassa- 
mentuiik.  After  each  bleeding,  however,  it  became  firmer  and 
more  natural  in  its  appearance ;  and  in  the  first  case,  after  the 
fourth  venesection,  **  the  crassamentum  was  covered  with  a 
membrane  analogous  to  the  bufly  coat,  but  of  an  intensely 
bright  scarlet  colour.^  The  quantity  of  saccharine  matter  also 
yielded  by  each  quart  of  urine  was  found  to  diminish  ^^  in 
proportion  as*the  urine  itself  was  diminished  ;^  but  even  when 
it  was  reduced  to  two  quarts,  sugar  was  found  in  it. 

In  reasoning  upon  the  effects  of  bleeding  in  these  cases. 
Dr.  Satterley  offers  son^e  very  sensible  remarks  on  the  well- 
known  fact,  '*  that  Nature  is  capable  of  attaining  by  various 
means  the  same  end  ;^  and  endeavours  to  reconcile  on  these 
principles  his  own  success  and  that  of  Dr.  Warren,  who  cured 
several  cases  of  the  disease  by  opium*.  The  following  is  his 
explanation  of  the  rationale  of  his  own  practice  : 

"  In  all  the  cases  I  have  brought  forward,  pain  in  the  loins,  mora 
or  less  violent,  was  pr^ent,  and  I  considered  this  symptom  as  indi- 
cative of  some  inflammatory  affection  of  die  kidneys,  which  in  lest 
exhausted  states  of  constitution  would  require  depletion.  Now  this 
symptom  either  has  not  existed  in  most  of  the  recorded  cases  of  Disi* 
betes,  or  has  existed  in  so  slight  a  d^ree.as  to  be  overlooked;  its  pre* 
aence  therefore  or  absence  may  constitute  a  strongground  of  diffierencS 
in  the  treatment  of  that  complaint ;  indeed  this  peculiar  niodifieati<m 
of  the  system,  which  assumes  the  appearance  of  debility  as  its  cha« 
racteristic,  while  inflammation  or  mcreased  action  is  its  essence^ 
seems  little  understood,  yet  to  it  I  look  for  an  explanation  of  the  &ct^ 
that  apparent  debility  is  sometimes  removable  by  the  very  mesRi. 
which,  d  friori,  we  should  suppose  would  aggravate  it  It  is,  I 
.  muipect,  this  lurking  inflammatory  action  which  creates  the  diffierentisi 


'*■  Vide  MetUcal  TrunsaetioH,  vol*  iv.  p.  l^O. 
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Sn  those  Tarions  affections  comprised  nnder  the  general  term  debilf^. 
The  weakness  attendant  on  fever,  and  on  many  other  diseases^  seems 
totally  diiferent  from  that  accompanying  the  disease  of  which  w# 
ia^  now  treating/' — ^p.  19* 

Now  altbong-h  we  must  admit  to  its  full  extent  the  excel- 
cnce  of  Dr.  Satterley'*s  practice,  we  are  by  no  means  disposed 
to  admit  his  theory.  Pain  in  the  toins  is  not  to  be  regarded  as 
always  indicative  of  inflammation  of  the  kidneys ;  and  ahhough 
there  is  a  frequent  desire  to  pass  urine  in  thai  state  of  the  organ, 
yet  neither  the  quantity  nor  the  change  produced  on  the  se- 
creted fluid  are  concomitant  with  it;  But  it  is  more  easy  td 
eicpose  the  weak  parts  of  a  theory,  than  to  substitute  another 
in  Its  place ;  and  therefore  wliatever  may  be  the  merits  of  that 
of  our  author,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Profession  is  indebted 
to  him  for  advancing  its  confidence  in  a  mode  of  practice,  ^vhicfi 
we  have  always  regarded  as  requiring  time  only  to  be  establish- 
ed as  the  most  juaidou&  and  certain  in  this  formidable  disease. 

A  second  paper  by  D^*.  Satteklet,  the  twcnty^-second  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  volume,  describes  one  of  those  anoma- 
lies which  occasionally  occur  in  disease,  and  set  at  defiance  all 
our  attempts  lo  assign  their  causes.     It  is  intitled,  *'^  Cast  of 
Fever,  attended  uith  inordinate  appetiteJ^ 

The  patient  was  a  young  gentlemen,,  sixteen  years  of  age, 
who,  with  all  the  other  symptoms  of  fever,  attended  at  first 
with  powerful  determination  to  the  head,  shewed  the  usual 
want  of  appetite  and  dislike  to  food,  o\\  ing  to  tlie  depravation 
of  the  powers  of  digestion  attendant  on  almost  all  pyrexia!  dis- 
eases, until  the  fifdi  day  ;  when  the  most  insatiable  craving  for 
Ibod  came  on,  and  continued  during  the  whole  period  oi  the 
disease,  which  was  extended  for  upwards  of  thirty  days,  with 
all  the  ordinary  characteristics  of  typhus.  Dr.  Satterley  thus 
describes  this  singular  conconiitant  of  his  patient^s  disease : 

**  In  a  day  or  two  my  attention  was  again  called'  to  this  return 
€^  appetite,  by  his  aunt's  representing  to  me  the  impossibility  of  sa* 
tisfying  it  by  the  diet  allowed  in  sick  rooms ;  and  1  was  astonished 
to  be  told^  that  exclusively  of  several  basons  of  sago  and  other  slops^ 
he  daily  eat  some  pounds  of  biscuits  &e.  By  way  of  experiment^ 
animal  food,  in  small  quantities,  was  substituted,  in  tho  hope  that  its 
.  stimulus  might  be  more  efficacious  tlian  that  of  a  vegetable  diet,  in 
checking  this  excess  of  appetite ;  but  I  was  disappointed,  for,  its 
flavour  being  more  agreeable,  its  exhibition  was  followed  by  more 
incessant  cravings.  At  this  period  of  the  disease,  the  boy  would  eat 
a  pound  and  a  half  of  beef-steaks,  a  large  fowl,  or  a  couple  of  rabbits 
at  a  meal,  without  apparently  satisfying  his  appetite^  for  in  a  femr 
minutes  aft^r  he  had  devoured,  with  indescribable  greediness,  meat 
adequate  to  the  support  of  the  stoutest  labourer,  he  would  deny  tfis 
having  ta&teil  food^  and  earnestly  entreat  for  a  furthor  supply,  in 
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"wludij  tf  he  were  indulged,  it  would  only  be  to  be  followed  by  simi* 
.lar  demands;  independently  of  three  or  four  regular  inealt,  he  wa« 
uninterruptedly  eating  dry  breads  biscuits,  *or  miits,  many  pounds 
9i  which  he  daily  devoured. 

*'  Every  endeavour  to  abridge  this  quantity  of  food  producing  the 
greatest  d^tress,  and  materially  increasing  his  febrile  ^mptoms,  he 
ItFas  at  last  permitted  to  eat  as  much  as  he  pleased,  and  the  only  re- 
striction was  to  supply  him,  in  the  intervals  of  his  meals,  with  sucli 
edibles,  as  from  their  hardness  gave  him  the  most  trouble  to  masti- 
Cttte ;  indeed  with  the  exception  of  animal  food,  which  was  the  par* 
ticular  qbject  of  his  desire,  it  seemed  indifferent  to  him  what  he  eat ; 
substances  the  most  incongruous  were  greedily  swallowed,  and  when, 
all  other  things  failed,  from  the  bed-clothes,  or  his  fingers,  he  would 
endeavpur  to  obtain  a  supply ;  the  latter  he  often,  apparently  from 
kunger,  bit  so  as  to  make  them^eed;  the  inclination  for  food  came 
on  regularly  with  the  paroxysm  of  fever,  and  continued  unabated 
mntil  that  subsided,  when  he  usually  fell  into  a  sound  sleep.  The 
period  of  the  recurrence  of  the  paroxysm  was  very  uncertain,  but  it 
was  always  marked  by  a  distinct  circumscribed  redness  of  one  or 
both  cheeks ;  the  moment  this  »\}ot  was  visible,  the  boy  would  rouse 
himself  (for  he  was  at  other  times  either  sleeping,  or  dull  and  torpid), 
and  immediately  begin  his  craving  for  food  as  the  fever  advanced 
(and  it  ordinarily  ran  very  high) :  this  craving  increased,  until,  after 
perhaps  ten  or  twelve  hours,  bodi  the  fever  and  appetite  subsided.* 
— pp.  353 — 355. 

The  most  remarkable  circumstance  of  tlie  case  was,  that 
the  digestive  powers  of  the  stomach  were  equal  to  the  supply^ 
jtod  by  the  aia  of  strong  purgatives,  six  or  seven  copious  stooU 
daily  were  procured^  equal  iu  bulk  and  consistence  to  those  of  a 
strong  healthy  adult 

To  the  present  volume,  the  Pucsident  has  contributed 
four  papers.  The  first  (which  is  the  second  of  the  volume)  is 
••  On  Leucorrkcea  r  and  intended  chiefly  to  recommend  practi* 
tt^oners  to  endeaiour  to  procure  an  examination  per  vaginam, 
before  prescrilung  for  that  disease ;  and  to  recommend  the 
liauor  plumbi  ccelatis  dilutua  as  an  injection  when  any  symptoms 
ot  iniiammatory  action  are  pi-esent,  and  even  when  a  cancerous 
•tateoftbeutefus  is  suspected.  We  were  rather  surprized  at 
the  following  observation,  by  which  it  appears  that  Dr.  Latham 
regards  the  use  of  the  solution  of  acetate  of  lead  as  perfectly 
new  in  this  class  of  diseases :  *^  indeed,^^  says  he,  ^^  I  do  not  now 
that  I  have  ever  seen  it  employed,  or  even  remember  it  to  have 
bc*en  proposed  in  such  cases  as  these.*"*  We  can  only  answer 
for  ourselves,  that  we  have  commonly  ordered  it  as  a  local  re*- 
inedy  in  similar  affections :  and  were  not  aware  that  we  were 
acting  otherwise  than  according  to  the  coiumon  usage.of ,  the 
profession.  > 
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In  pmnting  out  the  circumstanoes  under  which  this  remedy 
can  be  employed  with  the  greatest  prospect  of  benefit,  thie 
Ikuthor  adds 


"  StJJlj  however,  if  the  womb  be  not  irr^pikr  in  its  surface,  so 
«s  to  give  us  tlie  idea  of  an  advancing  scirrhosity^  even  although 
ftudd^,  as  is  soiuetinies  the  case,  with  a  few  peniphigu»-like  pus* 
tulesy  containing  a  ^atery  or  glairy  fluid,  yet  this  conmtion  of  the 
patient  is  not  to  be  considered  as  irremed^le." — p.  30. 

Now  we  must  confess  that  we  really  cannot  comprehend 
where  these  **  pemphigus-Kke  pustules^  are  seated;  or,  if  they 
are  withh,  the'unimpregnated'^womb,  how  thdr  pn^nce  is  to 
be  ascertained  by  the  ordinary  method  of  examination. 

The  second  paper,  by  Dr.  Latham,  (art.  V.  of  the  volume), 
is  intended  to  point  out  the  principal  circumstance  which  con- 
tributes in  securing  the  effect  of  spirit  of  turpentine  as  a  wona 
medicine.  Some  mstances  are  detailed  of  its  beneficial  effects  ; 
but,  as  in  every  case  in  which  it  has  proved  useful,  the  remedy 
has  been  exhibited  in  very  large  doses :  the  learned  President 
is  of  opinion,  that  much  of  the  good  effect  arises  from 

*'  the  remedy  being  distributed  throughout  every  pait  of  the  intes* 
tines^  so  as  therd)y  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  worms  escaping 
its  anthelmintic  power^  and  more  effectually  to  provide  a  relief  for 
that  morbid  condition  of  the  bowels  whence  they  most  probably  de« 
rive  their  existence." — ^p.  62. 

As  a  proof  of  the  correctness  of  this  mode  of  reasoning, 
several  examples  are  brought  forward  of  the  excellent  effects  of 
fern  root  and  other  worm  medicines  when  given  in  large  doses, 
and  continued  for  several  successive  days,  although  they  had 
Ikiled  when  exhibited  in  the  moderate  doses  usually  prescribed. 
The  Doctor  has  certainly  made  good  his  point  as  far  as  these 
observations  establish  the  necessity  of  employing  anthelmintics 
in  ^^  greatly  increased  doses  C^  and  as  it  is  probable  that  spirit 
of  tuqientine  in  particular  produces  its  visible  effects,  in  ex« 
pelling  tenia,  by  killing  the  worm,  it  is  evident  that  the  more 
widely  its  influence  can  be  extended  over  the  whole  of  the  in- 
testinal canal,  the  more  certain  must  be  the  expulsion  of  the 
entire  worm. 

Some  remarks  on  the  efficacy  of  spirit  of  turpentine  in 
epilepsy  are  subjoined  to  this  paper ;  from  which  it  appears, 
that  Dr.  Lathani  had  eniployeu  this  remedy  in  epileptic  cases 
long  before  the  publication  of  Dr.  Pcrcivars  cases ;  and  this 
gentleman  has  admitted,  that  he  first  employed  it  from  the  re- 
commendation which  lie  had  seen  given  of  it  in  Dr.  Latham"*! 
work  on  Diabetes.  A  very  satisfactory  case,  illustrative  of  its 
efficacy,  is  detailed ;  in  which  an  ounce  of  it  was  given  for  a 
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4loae.  It  exdted  some  slight  uneasiness  in  the  stomach ;  and 
then 

*'  passed  into  the  intestines^  and  produced  six  voy  large  \stOQls, 
"Which  the  person  who  called  Upon  me  at  the  end  of  the  week  had 
not  examined.  He  told  me^  however^  what  was  of  infinitely  moi^ 
consequence^  that  the  lady  had  had  no  fits  whatever  since  she  had 
taken  the  turpentine^  and  that  her  family  were  convinced,  that  to 
it  alone  she  was  indebted  for  the  suspension  of  her  complaint  She 
Was  of  course  desired  to  take  the  medicine  again  wneneyer  she 
might  be  threatened  with  another  paroxysm^  and  this  direction  was 
foltowed  with  considerable  advantage." — pp.  69* 

Dr.  Latham  states,  that  he  has  usually  exhibited  the  reme- 
dy in  one  large  dose,  and  waited  until  another  paroxysm ;  but 
he  suggests  that  in  the  event  of  the  fits  recurring,  it  would  be 
more  aaviseable  to  eive  the  same  quantity  daily  in  divided 
doses,  as  practised  By  Dr.  Percival.  He  properly  fences  bis 
opinion  ot  t^e  efficacy  of  the  remedy  by  remarking,  that  it  can 
only  be  successfully  employed  '^  in  cases  depenmng  u[)on  a 
cause  unconnected  with  diseased  organization,  and  which  is 
producing  too  great  an  excitement  in  the  nervous  system.**^ 

The  third  paper  of  the  wortliy  President  is  one  of  very 
considerable  interest,  and  treats  of  a  disease  which  is  much  le.s$ 
uncommon  than  he  imagines,  and  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
the  dass  of  individuals  he  points  out— those  whose  habits  have 
been  injured  bj^  a  lonff  residence  in  warm  climates.  We  have 
Been  it  m  individuals  wiio  have  never  been  out  of  this  country, 
and  whose  constitutions  had  not  been  impaired  by  intemperance, 
or  even  any  irregularities,  such  as  too  frequently  the  majority 
of  men  are  apt  to  commit.  This  disease,  which  displays  man^y 
of  the  characteristics  of  the  gangrenous  aphthas  of  children,  is 
named  by  our  author  Cachexia  aphlhosa.  The  following  is  a 
correct  enumeration  of  the  symptoms,  except  that,  in  the  cases 
we  have  witnessed,  the  salivation  has  commenced  sooner,  jtias 
been  a  very  troubleso^ie  concomitant ;  and  always  one  of  thoi 
most  difficult  symptoms  to  manage. 

''  A  slow  hectic  fever,  with  a  pulse  weak  and  a  little  quicker 
than  natmal,  marks  the  commencement  of  this  disease.  The  urine 
10  .small  in  quantity,  and  sometimes  exhibits  a  milky  or  wheyish  tur« 
bidness.  There  is  some  thirst,  and  the  skin  begins  to  be  rather 
rou^  and  dry.  Pimples  on  the  edges  of  the  tongue,  with  superfi- 
cial blisters  within  the  mouth  and  fauces,  next  succeed,  and  a  cor- 
responding heat  and  soreness  of  the  stomach  more  or  less  accorii- 
pany  this  and  every  stage  of  the  disease.  The  whole  intestinal 
eanal  soon  afterwards  becomes  affected,  and  diarrhoea  consequently 
eomes  on.  The  discharges,  both  in  o^our  and  consistence,  are  m<*e 
•  TOt.  T.— no.  8C.  T 
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like  thick  oatmeal  gniel^  in  an  incipient  state  of  fennentation^  than 
faeces ;  and  they  are  sometimes  sour,  but  seldom  offensive,  escept 
when  occasionally  mixed  with  mucus,  or  Uood  from  abraded  ves8«s» 
when  of  cqurse  the  peculiar  odour  of  putrid  animal  matter  is  suffi-  , 
ciently  manifested. 

"  This  may  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  fit  or  parox3rBm  of  cachena 
aphthosa,  which,  whether  assisted  by  medicine  or  left  to  itself^  will 
frequently  admit  of  respite  or  temporary  relief.  It,  however,  is  not 
of  loiig  duration,  for  the  paroxysm  soon  recurs  with  every  symptom 
aggravated.  It  is  then  toat  the  mind  of  the  patient  suffers  a  fearliil 
despondency :  for  by  this  time  he  h|is  usually  discovered  the  real 
nature  of  his  coniipliunt^  and  looks  upon  any  alleviation  as  merely 
the  suspension  ofms  misery.  He  expects  the  next  attack  to  be  ac- 
companied with  circumstances  still  more  violent  and -formidable. 
The  ulceration  of  the  tongue  and  mouth  then  becomes  more  painful, 
the  sal^varv  discharge  is  every  moment  provoked  from  a  denuded  siur- 
face,  and  tlie  disordered  state  of  the  stcMnach  and  intestines  is  intole- 
rably oppressive.  Death,  in  its  approach,  however,  stiU  unkindly 
lingers,  and  seems  as  it  were  unwilling  to  overtake  its  languid 
victim,  until,  worn  down  with  inquietude  and  fatigue,  he  sinks  into 
a  state  of  exhansted  apathy,  and  life  deserts  him." — ^pp.  79—^82. 

In  none  of  the  cases  we  have  seen  has  the  fatal  termination 
here  alluded  to  occurred ;  but  wg  shall  not  pretend  to  affirm 
that  this  favourable  issue  has  arisen  from  anv  superiority  of 
*  treatment  The  plan  Dr.  Latham  recommends  in  the  com- 
mencement, when  the  disease  may  be  regarded  as  simply  dj'^fi- 
pcptic,  is  the  exhibition  of  **  a  few  griuns  of  submunate  of 
mercury,  with  any  bitter  infusion,  rendered  purgative  with  a 
little  rhubarb  or  magnesia  :^  but  when  the  disease  is  advanced, 
he  relics  chiefly  on  mercury;  dther  the  ointment  applied  by 
friction  on  the  **  hepactic  region,^  or  some  of  its  salts  taken  into 
the  frtomach  in  small  alterative  doses,  eombined  with  opium  ; 
interposing  occasional  ipecacuanha  emetics ;  and,  after  the  mer-, 
curials,  exhibiting  light  bitters  and  absorbents.  As  a  local 
application  to  the  mouth,  he  recommends  borax  and  opium, 
(usdntved  in  some  mucilaginous  decoction. 

On  this  practice  we  would  observe,  that,  as  the  disease  is 
evidently  connected  with  a  very  irritable  state  of  the  nervous 
system,  mercurials,  by  increasing  this  state,  and  on  account  of 
tlie  salivation,  have  always  appeared  to  us  inadmissible ;  and 
although  we  have  occasionally  interposed  suhmuriate  of  mer- 
cury, conjoined  with  purgatives,  to  clear  the  primse  viae,  our 
chief  reliance  has  been  on  aecoction  of  cinchona  bark,  combined 
with  subcarbonate  of  soda.  Aa  a  local  application,  we  have 
seen  honey  of  borax  useful ;  but  nothing  has  appeared  to  heal 
the  little  ulcers  of  the  j^ms  and  cheeks  so  rapidly  as  a  solution 
uf  the  nitrate  of  silver,  m  the  proportion  of  two  grains  to  a  fluid 
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oixnce  of  water.  Under  ibis  treatincnt,  and  a  light  anknol  diet, 
with  a  free  exposure  to  the  air  in  mild  weather,  tlie  sypiptoms 
of  the  complaint  have  rapidly  yielded. 

The  last  paper  rf  Dr.  Latham,  the  twenty-first  of  tlie 
Transactions,  relates  to  ^Uhe  Safety  and  Efficacy  of  the  internal 
u$e  of  the  Superacetate  of  Lead  in  Pulnwniry  Consumption.  The 
fiict  of  the  innocuous  nature  of  superacetate  ot'lead,  when  taken 
into  the  stomach  in  combination  with  opium,  was  first  pmnted 
out  by  the  late  Dr.  Reynolds ;  and  its  sedative  powers  as  a 
remedy  in  active  haemorrhagy  ascertained ;  but,  although  this 
lias  been  well  established,  and  its  use  in  pulmonary  consump- 
tion revived,  yet  it  is  still  prescribed  urith  great  reluctance  by 
tjie  majority  of  practitioners*.  The  President,  reasoning  on 
its  effects,  is  disposed  to  believe  that  the  increased  quantity  of 
the  acetic  acid  contiuned  in  the  supersalt  is  the  cause  of  its  in* 
Bocuousness :  but,  however ithis  may  be,  the  fact  of  the  safety 
of  superacetate  of  lead  as  w^  internal  remedy  is  sufficiently 
determined;  and,  although  no  new  fact  is  elucidated  by  this 
paper,  yet  the  establidiing  the  confidence  of  practitioners  as  to 
the  safety  of  a  remedy  of  very  great  activity,  is  an  object  of  no 
email  importance. 

The  third  paper  m  tl^^  volume  is  an  ^^  Account,  by  Dr. 
HsBE&DKK,  of  a  Contnvanoe,  which  was  found  of  singular 
Benefit  in  stopping  the  Excoriation  and  Ulceration  comtquent 
mpou  continued  Pressure  in  Bcd!^  The  machine  described  is 
well  adapted  to  answer  the  ol^ect  for  which  it  is  intended; 
but  as  the  description  cannot  be  readily  understood  without 
ilic  plate,  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  the  paper  itself 

The  thirteenth  paper  is  also  by  the  same  author,  and  don- 
tains  the  description  ot  *^  a  Case  of  Water  in  the  Head,  unaU 
tended  by  its  usual  Symptoms,'^  Ihe  subject  of  this  case  was  a 
man  upwards  of  eighty  years  of  age,  who,  although  h^  had  been 
lone  cleaf,  yet  had  not  suffered  under  any  very  serious  illness 
until  six  weeks  before  hLs  death.  At  this  time  he  had  an  apo- 
plectic fit,  from  which  he  apparently,  however,  soon  recovered, 
and  did  not  experience  any  giddiness,  pain  of  the  head,  or  other 
symptom,  such  as  might  have  been  expected  to  follow,  until 


■■  ji' 


*  The  following  is  the  formula  Dr.  Latham  employe : 

R  Plombi  Snperacetas,  gr.  iij. 
Opii  puri&ati,  gr.  j. 
Confectionis  Ron?,  q.  s. 

«t  fiantpilulft  tres,  quarum  una  fiumatnr  tar  quotidie« 

t2 
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some  weeks  afterwards,  when  be  again  became  indisposed,  and 
died  in  a  few  bours*  The  following  were  the  appearances  ob» 
served  on  dissection : 

*'  On  attempting  to  remove  the  calvaria,  the  dura  mater  adhered 
with  8o  much  firmness^  as  to  split  into  layers^  rather  than  emit  its 
connexion  with  the  bone.  The  arachnoid  membrane  was  thickened, 
of  a  milky  colour^  and  much  elevated  by  the  subjacent  fiuid^  which 
pervaded  the  cellular  structure  of  die  pia  mater,  to  the  amount  of 
four  ounces.    The  substance  of  the  brain  was  healthy.     The  ven* 
trides  were  greatly  enlarged,  and  contained  about  e^ht  ounces  of 
transparent  water.  ^The  plexus  choroides  was  pale  and  void  of  ves- 
sels, containing  many  minute  vesicles  resembling  hydatids^  and  one 
solid  tumour,  which  appeared  to  contain  the  some  calculous  matter 
which  is  met  With  in  the  pineal  gland.     The  internal  carotid  and 
basilary  arteries,  with  many  of  their  primary  branches,  were  ossified. 
In  the  chest,  the  lungs  were  found  nrmly  adhering  to  the  parietes ; 
and  some  small  tumours,   containing  calculous  matter,    probably 
phosphate  of  lime,  were  dispersed  through  their  substance.     In  the 
tieart,  the  valves  of  the  kfl  auricnlo-ventricular  opening  were  pffw 
tially  ossified,  those  of  the  aorta  completely  so,  and  small  deporftions 
ef  bony  matter  were  found  on  the  tendinous  portions  of  the  cames 
Golumnse.     The  coronary  artery  was  ossified  through  its  whole  ex« 
tent.    The  aorta,  soon  after  emerging  from  the  ventricle,  formed 
a  true  aneurismal  pouch,  consisting  of  a  dilatation  of  the  coats  of 
the  artery,  without  any  rupture  S£  its  internal  lining.  .The  de* 
scending  thoracic  and  abdominal  aorta,  with  all  their  primary 
branches,  were  converted  into  cylinders  of  bone^  as  also  were  the 
external  and  internal  iliacs, 

"  The  intestines  were  in  many  places  firmly  adhering  hy  their 
peritonseal  surfiices,  apparentlv  the  result  of  former  attacks  of  in-* 
fiammation.    At  each  abdominal  ring  there  was  a  small  hernial  sac. 

''  The  liver  was  healfhy :  the  spleen  covered  with  a  bony  de« 
position,  between  its  peritonasal  covering  and  tunica  propria. 

^'  The  bladder  contained  some  turbid  urine ;  and  9k  small  spot 
near  its  neck  had  a  blackened  appearance.  The  prostate  gland  was 
enlarged.  The  kidneys  were  healthy.  In  the  left  testicle  there  was 
a  collection  of  water."~pp.  174r— 176. 

No  particular  inference  can  be  drawn  from  these  aroeais 
pnccs  explanatory  of  the  phenomena  of  this  affection,  which  Dr. 
Heberdcn  regards  as  having  been  of  Ions  Qontinuaqce.  H^ 
supposes  that  the  increase  of Uie  fluid  in  thebrain,  the  pressure 
of  which  was  ultimately  suflSaent  to  extinguish  life,  having 
been  so  gradual,  the  habit  became  accustomed  to  it,  ana 
the  brain  aoquiring  a  prindple  of  self-preservation,  no  other 
symptom  of  Uie  morbid  state  of  the  organ,  except  the  deaf- 
ness, was  apparent,  until  the  distending  power  beciune  too  con* 
ttderable. 

}n  his  prefatory  remarks  to  thia  paper,  the  author  seems  tm 


Medkal  TransadioiM  of  the  College  of  Physidanu,      141' 

tue  aware  that  the  case  it  relates  is  rather  to  be  regarded  at 
4Burious,  than  likely  to  ^*  contribute  to  perfect  our  knowledge,^ 

The  next  paper,  the  fourth  in  the  ord^  of  the  arrangement, 
is  "  On  Colica  Pictonum,"  by  Dr.  Edwaed  Roberts.  It  \% 
intended  tosher,  from  the  history  of  two  cases  of  this  disease, 
that  the  paralysis  of  the  wrists,  which  often  attend  it,  as  well  as 
the  torpor  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  is  more  rapidly  relieved  by 
the  uitemat  i|se  of  nitrate  of  silver,  after  the  due  exhibition  of 
castor  oil,  than  by  opium  or  any  other  means.  The  dose  of 
the  medicine  was  increased,  in  one  of  the  cases,  five  grsuns  and 
a  half;  and  produced  an  evident  effect  both  on  the  alimentarj 
«anal  and  on  the  nervous  system. 

Another  paper,  by  Dr.  Roberts,  describes  "  a  Cp^e  of  Ele- 
phantiasis,^ which  oame  under  his  care  in  Saint  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.  It  confirmed  the  observation  of  Dr.  Adams,  that  in 
this  affection  the  genitals  diminish,  and  all  sexual  appetite  is 
lost.  It  was  remarkable  in  this  case,  that,  although  tne  hair  of 
^  eye-brows  had  fallen  off,  and  the  eye-lids  were  tuberculated 
even  on  their  edges,  yet  the  cilia  remained*  ;  a  circumstance 
overlooked  in  the  description  of  our  author ;  who  also  observes 
that  "  there  were,  besides,  glandular  tumours  near  the  groin  on 
1x)th  sides  ;^  while  Mr.  Lawrence,  in  describing  the  same  cass 
in  a  communication  to  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  says, 
''  certtunly  there  was  no  decided  swelKng  in  Uie  situation  of  the 
femoral  tumourf.^ 

Cinchona,  and  other  tonics,  with  alterative  doses  of  sub- 
muriate  of  mercury,  ^n  combination  with  opum,  werQ  tried, 
without  any  beneficial  effect ;  and  although  a  lull  diet  produced 
a  favourable  modification  of  the  disease,  yet  it  was  not  cured. 

The  most  voluminous  contributor  to  the  present  volume,  is 
Dr,  Powell.  The  first  of  three  papers  *which  he  has  commu- 
nicated (the  7th  of  the  arrangement),  is  intitled  ^^  Ohserpatiom 
upon  some  Cases  of  Paralytic  Affection.""  He  commences  it  bj 
remarking  that  Dr.  Hebcrden  has  erred  in  including  under  the 
Jieadpf  apoplexy  and  palsy,  in  his  Observations  on  the  Increase 
and  Decrease  of  different  Diseases,  many  cases  of  sudden  teri* 
^mination  in  death ;  and  thence  inferring  that  these  complaints 
**have  been  upon  the  increase  through  the  18th  century;* 
nrhereas,  from  his  own  experience.  Dr.  Powell  thinks  many  of 
these  sudden  death;!  are  to  b^  ascpbed  to  afflictions  of  the  heart, 
^hich,  says  he, 

f  seem  to  me  to  have  multiplied  to  observation,  much  in  proportioi 


■». 
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ftf  tluyliAve  been  more  closely  investigated  and  b^tt^  understood; 
nntil  &ey  have  become  at  the  present  period  among  the  most  fre* 
^pient  occurrences  in  the  practice  o£  medicine/'-^  p.  97. 

The  chief  object,  however,  of  tliis  paper,  is  t#  prove  that 
apoplectic  and  paralytic  affections  may  occur  without  any  conges- 
tion, or  extravasation  of  blood  in  the  head ;  and  ^^  originate  m  a 
peculiar  condition  of  the  brain  and  nerves  alone,  unattended  by 
imy  discoverable  ajieration  in  their  anatomical  structure.^  Par- 
ticular states  of  the  stomach  and  local  irritations  will  produce 
this  state ;  and  four  cases  are  detailed  in  the  paper,  in  which  it 
was  induced  by  the  operation  of  ccJd  ;  to  which  we  could  add 
several  others,  which  nave  come  within  our  own  observation. 
Tba  last  of  the  cases  det^ed  by  Dr.  l\)well  having  terminated 
^atallv,  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  brain,  ^<  no  congestion, 
no  effusion,  no  alteration  of  any  kind  was  discoverable  in  it.^ 

The  practice  which  Dr.  Fowell  recommends,  as  hirvin^ 
proved  successful,  is  the  topical  application  of  heat  and  mois- 
ture to  the  affected  parts  ;  and  ^^  a  full  dose  of  pulvis  ipeca- 
cuanha compositus  at  Pight,  with  some  waitn  aqueous  drink, 
so  as  to  excite  perspiration,^ 

Dr.  Powers  second  paper  contains  adetadl  of  ^^  Some  Ca9» 
illustrative  of  the  Pathology  of  the  Brain.*^ 

We  agree  with  this  author  in  bis  observation,  that  ^tho 
f^thciogy  of  the  brain  and  nerroos  system  appears  even  at 
present  to  be  inore  defective  than  any  other  of,  the  branches  of 
medical  science  ("  and  tliat  it  is  only  ^<  by  the  accumula^on  of 
facts,,  and  by  the  connection  of  symptoms,  with  organic  altera* 
tion»  of  structure,'*^  that  our  knowledge  of  diseases  of  the 
nervous  s}rstem  cam  be  perfectecL  With  this  ol)ject  in  view, 
the  eases  in  the  paper  oefore  us  have  been  brought  forward ; 
but  as  they  do  not  readily  admit  of  abridgment,  we  will  merely 
extract  the  recapitulation  of  the  appearances  recorded  on  dis- 
section of  those  that  temunated  fatally,  with  a  reference  to  the 
cases.  It  is  necessary  however  to  observe,  that  some  error 
has  crept  into  the  enumeration ;  for  the  paper  actually  contains 
tliirteen  cases  only,  altliough  a  fourteenth  is  referred  to  in  the 
fecapitulation. 

<«  1.  A  healthy  state  of  brain  after  stupor,  insensibility,  and  con^ 
'vulsion.  2.  Effusion  of  blood,  with  an  instantaneous  extinction  of 
life.  3.  A  loaded  sUte  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  membnmes,  and 
an  effusion  pf  coloured  fluid  into  the  ventricles^  4^  A  strong  and 
difttinct  adventitious  membrane,  covering  the  right  hemiq)here  of 
the  brain.  5.  Caries  of  the  temporal  bone,  with  an  effusion  of  poa 
and  eoagulable  lymph  under  the  dura  mater  of  the  right  side.  6* 
Ulceratioji  in  the  anterior  lobe  of  each  hemisphere  of  the  brain,  with 
aqueous  eiSusion  into  the  ventricles. '  12.  Ulceration  in  the  brain. 
7*  8»  9, 10, 11^  IS.  Tumours  in  the  brain,  of  T«rious  structures,  and 
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in  different  situations.     14>.  A  state  of  apoplexy,  speedily  removed 
by  arteriotomy/'~p.  ^S5, 

The  thiird  ooniniunication  of  the  same  author  consists  of 
**  ThreeCases  o/*  Convulsive  Affections.*"  The  first  illustrates  ill 
a  very  satisfactory  manner  the  effect  of  camphor  ^^  in  allaying 
iaordunate  irritability.^  Tlie  patient  was  a  man  of  thii^ty-seven 
yeaxs  of  age,  who  was  affected  with  singular  and  very  severs 
ooQVuisive  motions  in  the  muscles  (^  the  upper  extremities,  anil 
of  the  trunk ;  in  some  degree  resembling  cnorea,  although  not 
that  disease.  Oil  of  turpentine,  belladonna,  cinchona,  nitrate  of 
ailver, opium,  assafcetida^  and  several  other  antispasmodics,  wer^ 
successively  tried,  not  only  without  advantage,  out  the  diseasQ 
evidently  increased  under  their  influence.  Camphor,  however^ 
was  ultimately  given  with  immediate  benefit,  and  soon  com« 
|detdy  removed  the  complaint. 

''  On  Mai'ch  ;i6^  I  fmmd  from  the  books  thdt  camphor  in  i^b- 
stance  was  the  last  medicine  he  had  taken  previously  to  the  removal 
of  his  former  attack,  and  his  own  remembrance  of  its  effects  led  me 
to  a  repetition  of  it.  He  bepran  to  take  ten  grains  every  fear  hours  ; 
within  three  days  he  certainly  became  much  more  steady^  and  frou 
^he  20th  he  had  no  attack  of  muscular  convulsion  whatever;  die  dose 
was  on  the  24th  increased  to  twelve  grains^  and  on  the  28th  to  fifteen 
grains ;  on  the  13th  of  Februarv  it  was  diminished  %o  ten  grains^  and 
an  the  20th  he  left  the  Iiospital  in  a  tolerably  good  state  of  healtliu 
The  termination  of  his  convulsions,  on  the  20th  of  January,  was  not 
however  the  termination  of  his  ccnnplaints ;  he  slept  badly,  and  was 
irritsUe  dating  the  remainder  of  his  stay.;  he  sometimes  complained 
of  weight  about  his  head,  or  of  heat  at  night,  or  of  shortntess  of 
breath,  and  a  feeling  of  palpitation  at  the  heart,  when  there  was  nonv 
perceptible  to  the  touch.  On  the  28th,  his  puhe  had  risen  to  120, 
out  on  February  2,  it  had  subsided  to  72,  and  since  he  left  the  hos^ 
pital  I  have  occasionally  seen  him,  when  he  has  complained  of  dis' 
turbed  sensations,  which  have  vaj^d  in  their  seat,  but  he  has  had^ 
present  no  return  of  the  convulsions. — pp. '8^6— 338. 

The  other  two  are  marked'  eases  of  chorea,  in  neither  of  Whieh 
the  nitrate  of  silver  was  found  to  exert  any  beneficial  effect ; 
and  Dr.  Powell  ci^ndidlv  states,  that  these  cases  are  related 
chiefly  with  the  view  of  cneokingtheacoountshe  formerly  gave 
of  the  effects  of  that  remedy.  In  the  one,  th6  disease  un* 
doubtedly  arose  from  irritation  of  the  bowels,  and  was  cured  hf 
a  course  of  the  powder  of  scammony  mth  caldmel*,  given  in 
doses  of  ten  grains  every  other  morning.  From*  four  to  six 
green,  slimy,  offenmve  stools  were  at  first  brought  away  in  the 
;  eourse  of  the  day ;  '^bnt  in  about  a  week,  they  became  more 

f  vide  Pharmaoo/p,  Land.  17§T- 
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tiatural,  and  continued  so  ;^  and  in  a  short  ttm^  ha  was  restored 
to  a  state  of  healtii.  In  the  other,  in  which  the  convulsive  mo^ 
lions  were  so  strong,  that  the  patient,  a  female,  was  obliged  to 
be  strapped  down,  very  little  benefit  was  obtained  from  purg- 
ing with  calomel  and  scammony;  and  the  nitrate  was  not  fiiven, 
as  she  could  not  swallow  pills.  One  fluid  ounce  of  oil  of  tur- 
pentine was  therefore  taken,  and  the  effect  wasr  extremely 
violent. 

"  She  asked  constantly  and  in  a  low  hurried  manlitt-  for  water,  and 
was  more  strongly  convulsed  for  some  time^  and  could  scarcely  be  re- 
strained in  bed  by  the  efforts  of  the  nurses  ;  she  was  delirious,  she 
vomited  and  was  largely  purged ;  but  after  about  eiffht  hours  had 
elapsed  she  became  at  once  comparatively  quiet,  and  wholly  free  front 
convulsions,  and  she  ^ot  some  sleep  in  that  night.  On  the  24th  she 
tequired  no  further  restraint,  and  could  lie  in  her  bed  quietly,  but 
any  attempt  at  motion^  or  speaking,  produced  gteat  agitatiom  She 
had  also  shghdy  menstruated  after  th^  oil ;  she  then  lock  the  lutrate 
of  silver  in  solution,  and  on  May  2,  she  was  able  to  dress  herself  and 
•it  up  all  the  day ;  she  became  more  and  more  steady,  and  was  abfe 
in  a  few  days  to  assist  in  bringing  the  bread,  firom  me  place  where 
it  is  delivered,  to  her  ward.  The  same  medicine  was  given  in  pills 
for  greater  convenience,  and  in  a  dose  of  two  grains,  every  four  hours, 
and  she  began  also  the  daily  use  of  the  cold  batli.  Her  appetite  has 
been  good,  her  bow^els  open,  and  she  has  slept  well ;  and  on  this 
present  day.  May  8,  I  consider  her  to  be  so  far  advanced  towards  con- 
valescence, as  00  leave  no  doubt  of  her  speedy  recovery,  and  to  liave 
no  hesitation  about  this  communication  of  her  case." — ^pp.  375 — 375. 

In  the  conclusion  of  his  paper.  Dr.  Powell  suggests  the 
propriety  of  trying  oil  of  turpentine  in  hydrophdbia ;  and 
although  we  have  not,  d  priori^  any  great  expectation  that  it 
would  prove  successful,  yet  in  a  disease  which  lias  hitherto  baf-- 
fled  every  method  of  treatment,  tliis  hint  is  certainly  worthy 
of  attention.  ^ 

The  eighth  paper  is  the  most  curious  in  the  volume,  as  it 
^*  brings  n>rward  a  new  cause  of  morbid  excitement  of  the 
brain  and  nervous  systenK^  It  is  intitled  *<  On  the  Effects' of 
certain  Articles  of  Food,  especially  Oysters,  on  Women  after 
Childbirth.^    By  John  Claeke,  M.D.,  &c. 

After  some  preliminary  observations  on  the  female  consti- 
tution, and  the  predisposition  to  apoplexy,  which  certsun  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  it,  such  as  the  cessation  of  the  cata- 
mcnia  and  the  state  of  pregnancy,  induce.  Dr.  Clarke  states  it  aa 
his  opinion,  that  of  the  substances  taken  into  the  stomacli, 
likely  to  occasion  this  morbid  excitement  of  the  cerebrum,  none 
has  a  more  powerful  influence  than  **the  slieU-fisli  of  the 
bivalve  class.'' 

In  m^stioning  the  gctieral  opinion  of  Am  vulgar,  that  mu»- 
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ids  are  particularly  poiaoiioiis,  and  that  the  poison  chiefly  re^ 
aides  in  one  part,  which  they  are  careflil  to  pick  out  before 
eating  them ;  the  author  observes,  that  ^*  the  fact  that  they 
di>  tiS:e  out  such  a  part,  is  sufficient  to  prove  that  this  species 
of  bivklve  has  been  known  to  kill.'^  Now  it  would  have 
been  sufficient  only  to  have  opened  the  work  of  th^  celebrated 
Brown,  to  have  oeen  convinced  how  much  false  judgment 
would  exists  if  facts  of  this  description,  founded  on  the  vul- 
gar errors  of  mankind,  wfere  to  oe  adopted  as  evidence  in 
philosophical  inquiries.  There  is  also  no  necessity  of  such 
evidence  in  support  of  the  welUknown  fact,  that  eating  mussels 
^aa  produced  death ;  but,  it  is  now  well  undarstood;  that  this 
fintaf  eJTect  does  not  depend  on  any  particular  poison  inherent 
m  the  &h  *.  To  return  from  this  digression :  jOr.  Clarke  de- 
tails ax  cases  of  apoplexy  occurring  mer  child'^birth,  which  he' 
ascribes  to  the  patients  having  eaten  oysters.  We  extract  the 
£fth ;  because  it  is  shortly  stated,  and  indicates  the  method  of' 
treatment  which  ought  to  be  pursued  in  similar  attacks. 

''  Mrs.  H.  a  voang  woittan  of  a  veify  healthy  constitution,  had 
paaaed  through  the  pmod  of  childbirth  very  well  on  former  occasi-* 
ons^  as  wdl  as  that  which  preceded  the  present  snbiect  of  considera-^ 
tion.  She  had  been  delivered  of  her  child  nearly  a  month,  and  had. 
ceased  to  require  any  medical  attendance.  She  had  entirely  left  the 
chamber  in  which  she  was  cohfin^  and  had  returned  to  her  ordinary 
modes  of  liife, 

''  On  waking  one  morning,  she  complained  of  pain  in  her  head, 
but  it  was  not  sufficiently  violent  to  confine  her  to  her  room.  She 
therelhre  went  int6  the  drawing-room,  where  she  was  left  in  the 
afttomoon  with  one  of  her  children; 

"  Her  husband  was  in  a  room  underneath,  and  having  heard 
aomethinff  fitll  upon  the  floor  with  great  violence,  he  eonduded  that 
the  chUdnadfiwenoD  die  ground;  but  on  opening  the  door,  he  saw 
his  wife  lying  on  the  ground  senseless,  convulsed^  snorting,  and 
foapiing  at  the  mouth.  He  inimediately  sent  in  great  haste  to  tha 
writer.  When  he  arrived,  the  convulsion  had  ceased,  but  she  was 
lying  in  a  comatose  state.  Heeding  from  the  orifice  of  a  large  vein, 
piBj^ng,  blistering,  and  hnr  living,  at  length  succeeded  in  removing 
the  pKssing  symptoms,  and  she  at  lei^h  recovered;  butforalong 
tjase  she  eontmued  to  be  liable  to  pains  in  the  head.  These  were 
modsMted  by  keeping  the  head  shaved,  and  often  wetted  with  a  lotion 
manpuwri  orsprit,  leiher,  and  water,  applied  cold  to  the  scalp.  This 
idways  afincded  temporary  relief.  Of  htte  years  she  has  enjoyed  very 
ipsod  health,  and  has  been  the  mother  of  several  diildren  smce  that 

OninvestigatiqgthecaustofthiBiittadc^  itfippeared,  that  on 
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the  dajr  before,  she  had  indulged  in  eating  o3rster8.  She  had  in  fllk. 
other  points  adhered  to  a  very  simple  ancf  r^g;iikr  diet,  and  no  other 
circumstance  had  occurred,  to  whiai  the  disease  could  be  attributed* 
Comparing  this  with  the  cases  above  related,  little  doubt  can  exist  in 
the  mind  of  the  reader  (it  is  conceived),  that  the  affection  of  the  brain 
was  produced  by  the  oysters,  which  had  been  eaten  on  the  preceding 
day."— pp.  129,  131. 

The  following  are  the  conduaions  drawn  by  Dr.  Churkv 
from  the  consideration  of  his  cases  : 

''That  the  state  of  pregnancnr  not  only  induces  such  a  flow  of  blood 
tl»  the  head,  as  to  dispose  it  to  be  violently  affected  b^  the  ^ongexei^ 
•tions  of  labour,  so  as  to  induce  puerperal  convulsions  ;  but  also  to 
render  it  liable  to  be  particularly  acted  upon  lor  aeme  time  after  child- 
birth, by  sympathy  with  the  stomach,  when  indigestible  substances, 
especially  tlie  fishes  of  the  bivalve  dass,  have  been  eaiten."-— p.  1S3. 

It  remains  however  to  be  proved,  that  oysters  are  indigesti- 
ble substances ;  and  although  the  diseased,  state  described  in 
Dr.  Clarice^s  cases  was  apparently  the  consequence  of  eating 
them,  yet  die  evidence  is  not  stnctly  demcmstrative ;  and  we 
know  many  instances  of  oysters  having  been  eaten  by  women  in 
a  similar  state,  without  producing  any  unfavourable  efiect.  It 
is  requisite  not  tp  be  too  preeipitate  in  assigning  deleterious 
elFects  to  causes  not  palpably  obvious ;  and  althou^  the  subject 
certainly  deserves  attention,  jret  it  requires  to  be  more  closely 
investigated  before  we  can  admit,  as  correct^  the  inferences  of 
our  author. 

The  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  papers  are  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  Baillie.  The  first  is  ^'  Upon  a  CoMt  o/*  Stricture  of  the 
Rectum,^  not  owing  to  any  thickening  or  diseased  structure  of 
the  coals  of  the  gut,  but  produced  by  a  spasmodic  contraction- 
of  the  internal  and  exteiiial  sphincter  or  the  anus.  The  fol>» 
lowing  ate  the  diagnostic  svmptoms  by  which  this  species  of 
stricture  is  distinguished  from  the  common  stricture  of  the 
rectum: 

*'  In  the  ccnunon  stricture  of  the  rectum,  the  situation  of  the 
stricture  is^generally  two  or  three  inches  above  the  outer  sphaieter, 
and  there  is  a  sound  capadous  portian  of  the  bawd  between  tiie 
stricture  and  thb  nhincter.  At  the  seat  of  the  stricture,  the  ooatt 
of  the  reetum  are  felt  to  be  more  or  less  thickened,  and  not  iuifoin«* 
monly,  in  the  cavity  of  the  stricture,  tlMMr  is  a  haid  irv^gnlar  uloer. 
Although  this  disme  has  in  its  early  sIms  little  influence  upon 
the  constitution,  yet  when  it  has  made  a  furucr  progi^ess,  the  powers 
of  the  constitution  become  very  modi  weakened,  greet  emaciation 
genoidly  takes  place,  and  the  patient  is  dtttroyed.    In  the  other 

rnes  of  stricture,  juroduced  by  a  contraction  of  the  sphincters  of 
anus,  the  cdntiBCtion  is  found  upon  ezaminaddn  to  be  at  the 
anus,  or  the  very  lower  extremi^  of tWactun,  the  ituMr  inittibftB# 
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of  the  rectum  is  discomtted  to  be  soimcl^  and  the  general  heallli  ip 
not  i]iip«ired."-*^p.  141-*^142. 

This  species  of  stricture  occurs  very  rarely.  It  may  be 
relieved  by  the  introduction  of  a  bougie ;  biTt  the  only  means 
employed  in  the  case  under  consideration,  m  as  **  keeping  the 
bowels  free  from  costiveness,  and  pursuing  a  very  temperate 
mode  of  living.'* 

The  second  paper  by  Dr,  Baillie  consists  of  *<  Some  Obser* 
nations  respecting  the  Green  Jaundice.'' 

However  incongruous  the  etymology  of  this  term  may  ap« 
]fear,  it  is  not  more  so  than  that  of  Mack  jaundice^  the  namd 
*^  by  which  this  disease  has  been  often  distinguished."  It  is  of 
less  frequent  occurrence  than  the  ordinary  or  yellow  Jaundice^ 
attacks  more  generally  men  and  those  advanced  in  life,  and  is 
less  connected  with  intemperance.  The  liver  in  some  one  part 
is  often  enlarged,  hard,  and  tuberculated ;  and  is  tender  wliea 
pressed,  although  the  disease  is  seldom  attended  with  pain. 
Dropsy,  also,  is  a*  less  frequent  attendant  The  pulse  is  com- 
monly natural ;  the  stools  often  pale,  <^  but  occasionally'  turgid 
with  bile ;"  and  the  urine,  although  loaded  with  bile,  yet  sel« 
dom  deposits  a  pinky  sediment,  as  in  yellow  jaundice.  la 
many  cases  the  digestive  organs  are  scarcely  impaired ;  bbt, 
neverdieless,  the  patients  rarely  recover,  alUiough  life  may 
linger  for  some  years  under  the  pressure  oi*  the  disease.  The 
author  observes  that  mercury  and  neutral  salts  have  occasion- 
ally appeared  to  have  been  of  some  advantage ;  but  of  all  the 
cases  he  has  seen,  two  only  recovered.  He  conceives  th^re  is 
some  chemical  difference  m  the  state  of  the  bile  in  ffreen  and 
yellow  jaundice ;  and  imagines  that  the  ascertaining  Uie  nature 
of  this  difference  might  suggest  some  improvement  m  the  n)ode 
of  treating  the  green  jauncUce.  *^  We  may,"  he  adds,  <^  be  said 
at  present  to  be,  in  a  ^at  measure,  ignorant  of  the  proper 
method  of  treating  this  formidable  disease." 

The  third  paper  of  Dr.  Baillie  describes  **  J  particular 
Species  of  Purging^  which  he  has  found  to  be  almost  con- 
stantly fatal.  The  matter  evacuated  smells  sour;  resembles 
<^  in  Its  appearance  a  mixture  of  water  and  lime,  and  is  gene* 
rally  very  trothy  on  its  surface."  It  occurs  more  commonly  in 
men  than  in  women,  chiefly  in  those  who  have  been  in  warm 
climates,  and  have  suffered  from  affections  of  the  liver.  The 
countenance  is  sallow,  but  the  body  is  not  much  emaciated ; 
the  puise  is  nearly  at  the  healthy  standard ;  and,  although  the 
tongue  is  furred,  there  is  no  aphthous  appearance  in  the  mouth. 

The  plan  pursued  by  Dr.  Baillie  was  to  give  small  doses  of 
mercury ;  as  for  instance,  half  a  grain  of  calomel,  three  or  four 
grains  of  the  pilula  bydrargyri,  or  a  few  grtuns  of  the  hydrar- 
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gyrus  cum  careta,  every  mght  m:  second ;  with  some  light  Utter 
durinff  the  day. 

The  eleventh  puper,  by  Dr.  Maton,  contains  **  Somt  At'' 
count  of  a  Rash  lifibk  to  be  mistaken  for  ScairUtina.^  Thil 
eruption  certainly  was  neither  8C(irlatina  nor  ros^Ia;  but, 
jud^ng  from  the  description,  it  bore  som^  resemblance  to  that 
tipecies  of  rubeola  aesigifatea  by  Willan  Rubeola  sine  catarrho. 
It  was  contagious,  and  passed  through  a  whole  family ;  but 
the  attack  in  every  instance  was  mQd,  and  scarcely  required 
any  medical  treatment. 

The  fourteenth  paper,  which  is  also  by  Dr.  Maton,  detail^ 
a  "  Case  o/ Chorea,  in  an  ag^d  Ptrson^  cured  by  Musky  Thi^ 
^se  wasattended  with  extreme  nervous  irritability,  which  was 
greatly  increased  by  evacuants  of  any  kind.  Various  tonics 
and  antispasmodics,  including  argenti  nilras^  were  therefore 
tried ;  but  none  yielded  any  reliefuntil  musk  was  exhibited  in 
doses  often  grains  once  in  six  hours;  The  good  effects  of  the 
musk  became  almost  immediately  apparent ;  and  in  a  week  the 
disease  was  removed.  Two  subsequent  attacks  were  relieved 
by  the  same  means. 

The  seventeenthpaper,  **  Remarks  on  Palpitations,  and  on 
Epilepsy,"  by  Dr.  T.  Youxo,  is  one  of  considerable  interest. 
Tile  object  or  this  paper  is  chiefly  to  explain  the  connection 
betweed  some  kinds  (x  palpitations,  and  dropsy  of  the  chest  and 
pericardium.  Dr.  Youn^  prefaces  two  cases  in  proof  of  this, 
by  observing,  that  a  fluid  is  capable  of  transmitting  an  agitation 
of  any  kind  to  ^a  more  or  less  remote  part  of  the  body  :  a  fact 
which  is,  in  a  limited  degree,  illustrated  by  the  '*  common  test 
of  fluctuation,  where  the  impulse  of  a  slight  blow,  on  one  side 
ofa  cavity,  is  speedily  and  directly  transmitted  to  the  other 
side,  ana  sometimes  repeated  by  a  kind  of  reflection  :^  and 
**  an  eflect '  nearly  similar  is  observable  when  the  water  sur- 
rounds, instead  oj  being  contained  in,  the  cavity  :^  as  when^ 
for  example,  the  body  is  immersed  in  a  bath. . 

In  the  iirst  of  the  cases  detailed, 

''  a  palpitation  v^as  observed  in  the  right  hypochondriac  region^  and 
on  the  ri^t  side  of  the  neck,  which  exhibited  a  yibnttory  motion^ 
,  more  rapid  and  less  regalar^  &c."t— PP-  360— S63. 

The  second  was  nearly  similar.  But  besides  these^  two 
easiis  of  epilepsy,  corroborative  of  the  powerful  influence  of 
ekum  terebinihina  rectijkatupi^  are  subjoined. 

The  25th  and  26th  papers  are  on  *•  The  Fever  which  pre* 
vailed  at  Cambridge  during  the  Spring  of  ISIS.*'  The  one 
is  by  Mr.  J.  Haviland',  and  tne  other  by  Dr.  Riciiakd 
Haeeisok. 

Both  these  pftper8»  as  we  have  already  noticed  in  our  Retro^ 
wp^  of  Medical  Science,  prove  the  conta^ous  nature  of  this 
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^er;  die  head  in  Mrdeultr  appears  to  have  been  mudi  af? 
fected ;  and  hence  blood-lettii^  was  properly  and  successfully 
employed.  We  extract  the  account  of  the  appearances  on  dis- 
fection  of  the  first  of  Mr.  Havili|aid''s  cases. 

f*  On  removing  the  caliraiiuni^  the  vessels  of  the  dura  mater 
appeared  distended  with  blopd^  the  other  vessels  of  the  brain  wer» 
fuller  than  natural ;  between  the  dura  and  pia  mater^  there  was  a 
large  quantity  of  fluid,  besides  which  much  more  had  escaped  and 
run  upon  the  Bocfr,  in  consequence  of  the  i^aw  haying  passed  througK 
Ibe  membranes  previous  to  the  disengagement  of  the  calvarimn.    • 

"  The  meduUary  substance  of  (he  brain  contained  many  blotches 
of  blood.  The  lateral  ventricles  were  very  much  distended  with 
fluid.  The  gall-bladder  was  foiind  empty.  The  stomach  and  11^ 
testines  were  much  distended  with  flatus.  The  thorax  was  not 
examined."— p.  405. 

Such^e  the  prindpal  papers  containie^  in  Hn^  volume^  Ouf 
Kmits  prevent  us  iron)  entering  particularly  into  the  ^xaminatioa 
of  the  renimnder  ^  we  shall  therefore  merely  notiop  th^r  titles;, 
and  the  same  ^nie  observing  that  the  two  papers  of  I>r,  Yieatt 
especially  deserve  attention. 

XV. — J  Case  o/*  Natural  Small  Pox,  occurring  aeveralyean 
after  inoculation  with  variolous  matter  ;  in  consequefice  of  the  pro^ 
gress  of  the  inopikited  pustules  being  inierruptea.    By  Mr.  Mij> 

^WIll.'^ExtractsJrom  a  paper  on  Phthisis,  ^  the  laie  M; 
Oeban,  Surgeon  in  the  French  Navy.  TransbUei  from  the 
French  by  the  Registrar. 

This  papeir  is  intended  to  propose  a  new  mode  of  treating 

Jihthisisy  which  the  author  learnt  tram  a  Moor  at  Tunis.    The 
bllowing  are  his  remedies : 

"  The  drink  consisted  of  riun  water  SzHi,  white  wine  vine^ 
Syj,  refined  sugar  gij  *•  the  dose  was  ^iv^  or  which  he  took  nma 
diuing  the  day^  with  one  of  the  following  pills  to  ^ach  \  the  remain^ 
ing  part  of  the  drink  was  taken  during  Uie  night,  made  warm.  The 
ftrmula  of  thf  pills : 

'*  ^  Kcvdi  bem^ci  Bss,  Alumfnis,  Ferri  9^ph^tis,  Acacia 
gummi,  ana  gj^  Fuliginis  pugillum. 

''  Those  were  to  be  levigated  witii  a  little  water  on  a  marblcc 
and  divided  into  seventy  pills."— p.  ^80. 

Nine  of  the  pills  were  t^e%  at  niefurly  ^ual  intervals,  in 
the  course  of  a  clay.  ]^^o  rationale  of  tl)e  practice  is  attempted; 
\mt  Mr.  Orban  pursued  it  with  success  for  nearly  twenty  years, 
adhering  to  the  directions  of  the  Aloor,  except  that  the  sulpha* 
ierri  was  omitted  in  his  pills. 

XX.— Cost  of  Puerperal  Feveri  tit  the  which  the  uterni  an^ 
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tpken  umr  prtkeipaOydffeeted.    Bj  HvG'k  Ley,  M.D.  PkyBu 
eiajt'Accoucheur  to  the  Westminster  Lyrng-in.  Hospital. 

This  paper  is  well  written,  and  affords  an  instance,  which, 
although  not  new,  is  undoubtedly  of  very  rare  occurrence,  the 
inflammation  of  two  organs,  so  distant  from  each  other  as  the 
uterus  and  spleen,  evidently  arisiiog  from  the  same  remote  cause. 
The  dissection,  in  particular,,  is  extremely  interesting. 

XXI  V.-*-/lict«  eanmplifying  the  efficacy  of.  the  Cow  Fox,  i% 
prenetUing  and  wtitigating  tfie  mali^nancu  oj  the  natural  SmaM, 
Pox.    By  Geosge  Samdsmak,  M JD.  &c.  &c. 

^   XXyil'— T'Ac  History  of  a  Case  o^  Purpura  Haemorrha* 
i^ca.    By  Q^  D.  Ycats,  mi),  &c.  &c. 

The  most  curious  circumstance  cpnnected  with  this  case 
was  the  coagulated  state  of  the  menstrual  discharge.  We  are 
jathier  surprized  the  writer  did  not  employ  blood-letting,  which, 
from  the  beneficial  effects  that  have  beeri  found  to  result  from 
it,  we  have  long  conceived  to  be  the  most  rational  mode  of 
ifeatin^  this  species  of  purpura.  It  was  treated  altogether  on 
the  tonic  plan. 

XXVIII.— J7ts<ory  of  a  Case  of  Somnambulism*  By 
6.  D.  Yeats,  M.D.  &c. 

The  affection  seemed,  as  Lb  probably  the  case  of  every  simi^ 
]ar  instanoe,  dependent  on  a  derangement  of  the  digestive  or« 
f«is. 


^ 
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(h  the  Manufacture  of  Sulphuric  Acid, — ^When  th^  forma- 
&>n  of  sulphuric  add  by  combustion  in  leaden  chambers  was 
completely  established  by  Dr.  Roebuck,  little  or  no ,  improve- 
inent  was  made  in  the  manufacture  for  many  years*  However, 
in  the  year  1788,  a  memorable  era  in  the  history  of  the  trade 
if  this  country^  when  the  new  method  of  bleaching  by  oxymu« 
Hfttic  add  was  introduced,  the  sale  of  sulphuric  acid  was  much 
^  increased,  especially  in  some  particular  districts.  From  this 
'  time  the  demand  oecame  enormous,  and  almost  unlimited  in 
•stent ;  so  that,  from  this  single  and  unexpected  circumstance^ 
|he  vanufactur^  of  thid  add  fomud  it  necessary  to  erect  cham« 
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bers  rf  nmch  lai^sr  extent  ibr  the  combustion  of  the  auliditir ; 
«od  these  have  Men  enlarged  agun  and  again  by  the  great 
makers,  so  that  novr  a  common  rate  maniifactory  for  sulphuric 
acid  is  really  an  estabfiahm^t  of  serious  concemi  in  respect  ta. 
<;i^tal  and  mi^itud^. 

The  ttze  of  the  leaden  chambers  in  modem  use  is  from  20 
feet  Imiff  and  IS  feet  wide,  to  40  or  €0  feet  long  and  16  or  16' 
feet  iviSe*.  One  manuiaclurer,  however,  in  Lancashire  has 
a  leaden  chamber  of  the  enormous  danensions  of  190  by  40  feet^ 
and  80  feet  high,  consequently  forming  a  space  of  06,000  euUe 
feet.  It  is  impossible,  indeed,  to  say  to  what  extent  the  enh 
iaKgement  of  these  vessels  may  not.be  cairied  by  the  opulent 
manufacturers,  who  seem  to  set  no  bounds  to  their  exp<&nditure^ 
emoiaHy'as  we  are  at  present  inpossessionof  no  facts  by  which 
it  u  posttble  to  determine  which  is  the  best  form,  or  what  is  the 
lieit  size  of  a  House^  for  the  manufilcture  of  sulphuric  acid. 

The  process,  however,  whatever  may  be  tne  size  of  the 
chaaabers,  is  generally  conducted  similarly,  and  in  this  war. 
A  qiiaati^  of  common  brimstone^  coarsely  ground,  is  carefulljr 
mixed  with  crade  saltpetre^  in  the  proportion  of  seven  or  eight 
pounds  of  the  fimner  to  one  pound  of  tne  latter ;  and  this  mix* 
tare  is  afterwards  ^  divided  mio  separate  charges,  containing 

auantities  proportioned  to  the  ^ze  of  the  chamber  in  whiiA 
ley  are  intended  to  be  burnt* 
The  best  method  for  apportionins  this 'mixture  appears  t^ 
me  to  be  tiiis :  to  aUow  one  pound  for  every  300  cuBical  feel 
of  atmospheric  air  contained  within  the  chamber ;  that  is,  if  a 
iionte  be  an  oUoag  square  of  40  feet  by  lA  feet,  and  15  feet 
high,  the  contents  m  cuUc  feet  will  be  9,000,  and  such  a  chani>- 
ber  will  take  30  pounds  of  the  mixture  at  each  charge. 

The  mixture  of  sulphur  and  nitre  is  usually  s{H^ad  upon 
aevendplateseitherof  ironor  of  lead;  and  these  are  afterwaidb 
|daoBd  opon  stands  of  lead  within  the  clia«iber,  at  seme  distance 

*  Chapti^  who  was  a  scientific  manufacturer  of  sulphuric  add, 
says,  **  Those  chambers  wliich  are  about  twenty  feet  broad  by 
twenty-five  long  and  fifteen  high,  seem  to  me  to  be  of  die  most  aciU 
rantageoas  proportions."— -CAemiiflT^f  applied  to  /As  Afii,  vol.  iii.  p.  40. 

f  Hoajrisatechnicalname  for  these  leaden  chambers.    In  soma 
diey  are  called  leaden  vessels. 


f  I  never  heard  of  r^necf  nitre  being  used  for  this  purpose;  and 
et  many  of  the  manufacturers  of  aulphuric  acid  instruct  their  bro-" 
era  to  pnrdiase  only  such  lots  for  toem,  at  the  ^ales  of  the  East 

India  Company,  as  have  a  small  re&action^  as  it  is  termed,  and  are 

jioiiiequently  esteemed  to  be  ef  superior  quality. 


{ 
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fiom  each  mheri  mid  A  foot  or  two  above  tlie  luHSiocf  of  tli6 
water.  Things  bebg  thu^  arranged^  th^  sulphur  is  lighted  bj 
means  of  a  hot  iron,  and  the  doors  are  then  Closed. 

tf  well  mixed,  the  brimstone  and  nitre  will  soon  be  in  rapid 
eombustion,  whidh  will  continue  for  20  or  90  minutesy  dum^ 
which  the  dhamber  will  become  entirely  filled  with  gas. 

Three  hours,  calcfilsting  from  the  time  of  Kghtii^  are  ge» 
nerally  allowed  for  the  condensation  of  thb  gas;  anothen  it  ia 
customary  to  throw  open  the  doory  for  three  quartern  of  an 
hour  or  an  hour,  for  the  free  admisnoB  of  atmospheric  six  and 
the  expuloon  of  all  the  inaendensable  ga^  in  <Nrder  diat.  the 
house  may  be  thoroughly  sweetened^  a»  it  is  odfed,  fyt  the 
next  burning. 

During  Uiis  ijiterval  the  plates  are  i^ain  chamd,  and  pre* 
paratipn  is  made  for  a  fresh  combustion,  which  is  Uius  rneated 
every  ifour  hours,  day  and  nighty  without  intermission,  till  thi 
water  at  the  bottom  of  the  chamber  is  thought  to  be  sufficiently 
acidified*,  when  it  is  drawn  off,  by  means  of  a  sjrphon^  nto  a 
reservoir  of  lead,  con  veniendy  placed  for  its  reception^  and  the 
floor  of  the  chamber  replemshed  with  water  for  another 
makinff* 

Wnatever  number  of  leaden  chambers  a  manufiK^tory  may 
eonnst  of,  it  is  customary  to  work  them  all  in  this  way,  day  and 
night,  without  interruption :  for,  as  it  requires  a  large  sum  in 
the  first  instance  to  form  a  sulphuric  acid  establishment,  the 
operation  being  tedious,  the  return  sk>w,  and  the  nioduct  very 
f  mall  compared  with  the  ciupital,  the  interest  or  money  must 
be  a  heavy  charge  on  the  trade;  and  this  is  a  constant  spur  to 
the  manufacturer,  making  him  anxious  to  get  as  laige  a  {jvoduce 
as  possible  from  each  chamber. 

When  the  acid  has  been  drawn  from  the  houses  it  is  pumped 
ftotn  the  reservoir  into  a  large  leaden  bcnler,  which  is  usually 
an  oblong  square,  and  there  it  is  heated  till  a  copious  viqpour 
arises  from  its  surface,  when  the  operator  ceases  to  increase  the 
fire;  still,  however,  ke^ng  the  liquor  steaming  day  and  n^ihft, 
till  it  has  acquired  that  exact  specific  gravity,  at  wnich  he  con- 
siders it  to  l)e  most  economical  to  stay  the  proocsni 

Where  a  proper  attention  is  paid  to  the  savins  ftf  labour', 
another  reservoir  is  provided,  which  is  placed  contiguous  to  the 


'  Some  manufacturers  make  it  a  rule  to  remove  the  add  out  of 
the  chamber  When  it  begins  to  turn  black ;  and  this^  I  thinks  genof 
rally  happens  when  it  is  of  a  specific  gravity  between  that  of  1^359 
and  1^450 ;  though  I  suspect  that  most  of  the  makers  suffer  it  to  re- 
taain  until  it  sicquifft  a  specific  gravity  of  at  loait  l^SfiO. 
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feoilerj-artd  into  this  the  concentrated  acid  is  syphoned,  wliere  il 
is  preserved,  closely  covered  from  the  action  of'  the  ^tmosphercy 
till  it  is  convenient  to  remove  it  to  the  rectifying  house.  There 
it  is  boiled  in  ;retorts  of  glass,  till  the  remainder  of  the  sulphu- 
rous and  nitrous  gas  is  Jnven  off,  and  the  acid  has  acquired  the 
usual  concentn\tion  for  sale. 

To  explain  why  these  different  operations  are  necessary  for 
pocufirig  sulphuric  acid  in  its  highest  state  of  concentration,  it 
may  ha  remarked,  that  whenever  the  acid  in  the  leaden  cham- 
l)ers  has  acquired  a  certain  specific  gravity,  it  will  refuse  to  ab- 
sorb the  gas  with  the  siune  avrdlty  as  at  fir^^t ;  therefore,  in 
order  to  condT-.-'t  the  process  economically,  the  acid  liquor  must 
then  he  removed,  and  tcatcr  poured  in  to  supply  its  place. 

It  is  equally  necessary,  when  in  the  boiler,  to  draw  it  off 
before  it  Ix'comes  too  much  concentrated ;  for  the  boiling  point 
of  sulphuric  acid  always  increases  with  the  increase  of  its  spe- 
cilic  gravity ;  and  its  boiling  poiijt  is  so  very  near  to  that  at 
tvhich  lead  melts*,  that  there  would  be  great  danger  of  the 
metal  giving  way,  were  an  attempt  made  to  concentrate  the 
acid  be^'Oim  a  certain  }X)int  in  sucfi'uten.sils;  to  say  nothing  of 
the  loss  of  that  portion  of  acid  which  would  be  decomposea  by 
the  metal,  and  of  the  impurity  which  the  remaining  acid  would 
tfcquire  from  the  large  quantity  of  lead  that  would  be  then 
dissolved. 

Some  manufacturers  are,  indeed,  so  curious  in  the  quality 
of  the  article,  that  they  never  steam  it  in  lead  at  all,  but  remove 
it  at  onco  from  the  chamber  of  combustion  to  the  retorts  of 
glass.  Tliis  is,  doubtless,  tlie  best  way  of  conducting  the  ma- 
nufacture ;  for  acid  thus  prepared  can  contain  but  a  very  minute 
portion  of  lead,  it  having  no  opportunity  of  acting  very  sensibly 
lijxm  that  metal  ^. — Parkes*  Chemical  Essaifs. 


*  According  to  Irving,  lead  melts  at  594  of  Fahrenheit;  and 
D.i]t<in  states  that  the  concentrated  sulphuric  ncid  of  commerce  of 
the  s»K»cific  gravity  of  1 ,848  bbils  at  590^* ;  but  if  the  specific  gravity 
irtivnifU  to  1,849;  it  will  require  a  heat  of  6j0"  to  bring  it  to  the  state 
of  cbnllition. 

+  Tile  sulphuric  acid  of  commerce  always  contsins  a  portion  of 
lei'l,  and  sometimes  a  avavM  quantity  ol'  the  sulphate  of  j>otash. 
Wlu-^uever  sulphuric  acid  is  required  to  l)e  pure  ibr  chemical  experi- 
nicnts,  or  mo.licinal  pur|]ose.%  distilled  water  shold  be  added  to  some 
of  the  corainoiracid  ot'the  sliops,  till  these  iin-puritie^  are  all  preci- 
pitHte.l ;  and,  if  necessary,  tiie  water  mijht  th<?n  be  abstracted  by 
eVapordticm  in  a  glas^s  vessel. 
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PHYSIOLOGY  AND  PEACTICE  OF  MEDICIKX. 

I. — TuE  French  Institute  having  appointed  MJf.  Cumer^ 

it  Humboitlt^  Finely  and  Ptrcy^  to  examine  a  Memoir,  on  tht 

action  of  the  (Ewphagus^  read  by  M.  JUa/endic  at  the  sitting  of 

tli^  llth  of  October  1813,  the  following  is  an  abstract  of  £eir 

Report. 

*^  The  examination  of  the  physiological  and  anatomical 
labours  of  M.  Majendie  having  been  confided  to  these  commis- 
sioners, it  was  at  their  su^j^estion  that  that  indefatigable  expc- 
'  rimentalist,  after  having  finished  his  memoir  on  the  action  of 
Tomiting,  undertook  to  examine  the  oesopliagus,  an  organ  whidi 
has  been  too  little  studied  and  very  imf^riectly  described,  al- 
thoug^i  its  functions  are  of  the  most  important  nature.  It 
'^as  merely  known  that  tliis  membrano-muscular  canal  was  con- 
tractile, and  tliat  the  exertion  of  this  property  during  degluti- 
tion carried  the  aliments,  whether  solid  or  liquid,  towards  the 
atomaclH  aud  introduced  tliem  into  this  viscus.  Haller  stated, 
as  the  result  of  direct  experiments,  tliat  it  was  endowed  with 
irritability ;  and  an  old  anatomist,  whose  work  has  been  quoted 
and  analysed  by  Portal  (Histoire  dc  rAnatomie^  ^'^O*  '^  ^^ir^ 
rectlv  asserted,  that  the  oesophagus  was  susceptible  of  a  vcrmi-* 
colar  motion,  more  or  less  sensible,  according  to  the  emptiness 
or  fulness  of  the  stomach  ;  but  Uttle  attention  was  paid  to  this 
opinion,  which  was  reserved  to  be  again  conceived  and  confirm- 
cd  by  jt/.  Majendie^  by  the  most  incontestibie  proofs.  Anotlier 
observation  on  the  oesopliagus  aa  curious  ana  important,  made 
some  years  dgo  by  M.  Socmmerring^  has  been  confirmed  by  jLT. 
Bidlier  of  the  Faculty  of  Mtdicine  of  Paris,  the  colleamie  and 
rival  of  M.  Mnjendie  ;  and  is  not  likely  to  be  forgotten  like  the 
former,  or  to  i*equire  to  l)e  discovered  a  second  time,  as  it  is  now 
well  known  to  unutotnists.  It  relates  to  the  inferior  or  cardiac 
orifice,  which  presents  an  irrtgular  denticulated  line,  owii^ 
to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  a»opba|^us  terminating  su£ 
denly  at  that  part,  and  forming  upon  the  nitemal  surface  of  tha 
villous  mcldbrane  of  the  stomach  a  projeption  of  a  remarkabia 
thickness;  and  the  two  membranes  fbrniing  which,  from  their 
nature  and  textuxe  being  extremely  different,  may  be  separated 
without  rupture,  although  tlic  first,  which  becomes  thia  ^i^d 
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anftcr  as  it  descends  towards  the  stomach,  adheres  strongly  by 
m  lameliar,  dense,  and  compact  tissue  to  the  ^eocNid,  which'  ap- 
pears to  be  extended  from  above  to  below,  in  a  degree  more  or 
less  stretched.  This  singular  organization,  which  pro%'es,  that  be* 
tween  the  stomach  and  cesophagus  there  is  a  want  of  continuity^ 
and  even  a  real-  isolation  lietween  the  mucous  membrane  of  tlie 
one  and  the  villous  membrane  of  the  other,  may  be  regarded 
as  supporting  the  proofs  upoq^  which  may  be  establisihed  the  real 
differences  iVnich  separate  the  continuous  |)arts  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  according  to  the  particular  organs  to  which  they 
belong :  and  on  account  of  this  phenomenon  alone,  the  oesopha- 
gus has  become,  in  a  physiological  point  of  view,  one  of  tha 
most  interesting  parts  of  the  human  body. 

*^  But  M.  MajendU  has  considered  tiie  subject  differently, 
and  his  experimental  researches  having  had  another  aim,  the/ 
have  also  a  merit  of  a  diflerent  description. 

^  Our  author,  beheving  that  he  had  not  been  anticipated  hi 
his  attempts  to  ascertain  the  action  of  the  ce^phagus  in  vomits 
in^,  regarded  his  subject  as  entirely  new ;  and  therefore  oon« 
oeived  that  it  was  proper  to  examine  that  (*anal  in  a  state  nearly 
approximating  to  rest.  He  observed  that  tlie  cesophagus  htti 
an  alternate  contraction  and  relaxation  similar  to  the  peristaitia 
or  vermicular  motion  of  the  intestines.  But  he  is  convinced 
that  this  movement  does  not  affect  the  whole  of  the  organ^ 
and  scarcely  extends  beyond  the  lower  tliird  of  its  length,  which 
is  exactly  tlie  portion  surrounded  by  the  plexus  or  Uie  ^ghtk 
•pair  of  nerves. 

^^This  singular  local  action  of  the  cesophagus  extends  to  when 
it  is  united  with  the  stomach,  and  the  contraction  usually  con- 
tinues about  half  a  minute;  during  which  period  the  canal  is 
tense  and  hard  like  a  moistened  rope  ;  after  which  it  again  \xy 
comes  floft  and  even  flaccid.  Sometimes  this  relaxation  is  sud- 
den and  at  pnce,  from  the  simultaneous  giving  way  of  all  the 
fibres;  sometimes  it  proceeds  successively,  commencing  from 
above.  Notliing  of  tnis  kind  occurs  when  the  nerves  of  the 
.iOghth  pair  are  divided. 

^  W  hen  the  stomach  is  distended  with  food  or  by  any 
other  cause,  the  cesopluigus  contracts  with  mudi  greater  energy, 
and  may.  remain  more  than  ten  minutes  in  this  state.  The  r^ 
laxation  is  then  of  such  very  short  durati<Hi,  that  it  is  scarcely 
.possible  the  substance  contained  in  the  stomach  can  return  into 
the  oesophagus.  Compresang  the  stomach  with  considerable 
force  is.  insufficient  to  effect  this  during  the  contraction ;  but 
the  pressure  serves  only  to  increase  the  constriction  df  the 
canal. 

*^  In  the  experiments  which  M.  Majendie  made  upon 
JiTii^  animals^  a  considerable  quantity  of  lejiid  water  having 

^   x2 
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been  injected  at  once  into  the  stomach 'thh>ugh  the  pyloru^ 
some  of  it  passed  into  the  oesophagus.  Some  altao'passecl  after 
a  moderate  injection.  •  It  is  probable  that  the  weight  of  the 
liquid  forced  the  orifice  of  the  oesopliagus.  When  tlie  stotnach 
yras  exposed,  and  filled  beyond  its  natural  size,  nothing  })assed 
into  the  oesophagus  on  account  of  its  increased  and  prolonged 
contraction  excited  by  the  excessive  distension. 

**  More  generally,  some  of  tlie  fluid  passes  into  the  crsc4 
phagus,  vhich, suddenly  contracting,  returns  it  into  the  stonmch. 
This  is  a  species  of  deglutition,  the  niechanisui  of  which  rc^ 
iembles  the  natural  function.  It  is  sometimes  rejected  by  the 
mouth. 

*' These  observations,  and  a  series  of  others  equally  interest- 
ing, have  enabled  M.  AJajendk  to  explain  many  actions  of  life, 
Ivliich  have  been  hitherto  little  understood ;  such  as  eructation, 
regurgitation,  and  runiination,  as  it  occurs  in  men,  &c.  &c. 

"  M.  Majendie^  in  acknowledging  that  Haiier^  his  m«ij>tcr 
and  model,  had  described  with  ccjrreetness  the  action  of  the 
circular  fibres  of  the  oesophagus  in  deglutiticjn,  remarks,  that 
the  prolonged  movement  of  the  lower  third,  for  a  longer  or 
ahorter  time  after  the  intiicxluction  of  food  or  drink  into  the 
stomach,  had  escaped  the  disc*erning  eye  of  that  philosophical 
physiologisti  who  also  had  not  seen  the  mucous  membrane  of 
^e  cardiac  extremity,  pursed  up  by  the  contraction  of  the 
muscular  fibres,  and  farming  a  projection  in  the  cavity  of  the 
stomach. 

"  In  prosecuting  his  experiments  upon  animals,  M.  Majen- 
die  cut  through theoesophagus,  inmanymstances  both  at  itsneck 
imd  at  different  heights,  within  the  cavity  of  the  thorax ;  and  hav- 
ing injected  into  the  veins  or  introduced  into  the  stomach  sonic 
tartar  emetic,  vomiting  was  excited.  When  he  touched  it  at 
its  attachment  to  tlie  diaphragm,  thc^  animals  did  not  vomit. 

"  More  than  two-thiras  of  the  length  of  the  oesophagus  being 
cut  away,  but  without  injuring  in  any  great. degree  the  plexus 
of  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves,  vomiting  was  produced ;  a  fact 
which  cannot  ue  questioned,  and  of  which  several  of  us  have 
been  eye  witnesses." 

"  The  abdomen  of  some  largedogs  having  been  opened, 
the  oesophagus  was  detached  from  the  diaphragm,  and 
tied  at  its  inserticn  into  die  stomach,  the  "nervous  plexus  ro 
malning  free  and  untouched.  It  was  then  cut  above  the 
ligature,  and  altogether  removed.  The  abdomen  being  again  ' 
sewed  up,  on  injecting  a  powerful  dose  of  tartar  emetic  into  the 
veins,  so  efforts  at  vomiting  took  place ;  whilstr it  constantly 
occurred  under  the  same  circumstances,  when  the  tartar  emetu; 
was  introduced  into  the  stomach. 

<'  In  many  similar  experiments,  when  the  cut  oesophar 
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gus  w^  left  in  its  place,  the  immediate  contact  of  the  emetio 
liubstauce  with  the  stouiach  was  required  to  excite  vonuting. 
This  was  also  necessary  in  soiue  iustauces  in  which  the  oesoplia- 
fi^us  was  tied  only,  but  not  cut ;  but  in  a  number  of  others,  tho 
injection  of  it  into  tlie  veins  excited  all  the  eflbrts  which  pre* 
ceiie  vomiting ;  and  M.  jVIajendie  has  remarked  that  during 
thf^r  continuance,  the  air  which  would  iiave  entered  int»  the 
fitomach  being  stopped  by  the  iigature^distendcHl  the  (esophagus^ 
which  rc-pacteil  upon  it,  and  expelled  it  upwards^  where  meeting 
aqother  eoluuni  of  air,  taken  in  by  a  renewal  of  the  nausea,  ib 

{produced  by  its  coUibion  a  peculiar  noise,  and  this  continued  as 
oDg  as  tlie  ineffectual  efforts  of  the  animal  to  vomit. 

*'  Tliese  experiments  do  not  present  any  thing  very  conclu^ 
Vive  regarding  the  real  influence  of  the  oesophagus  in  von^ifting ; 
but  tliey  throw  some  light  u}x>n  a  question,  which  had  not  even 
suggested  itself  to  physiologists,    " 

^^  In  recapitulation,  the  commissioners  observe  thatM.  Alajcn^ 
die  has  ascert:^ncd  th.at  the  lower  third  part  of  the  eesophagus 
is  in  a  state  of  constant  contraction  and  relaxation,  de]}endent 
upon  die  plexus  of  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves ;  that  this  portion 
ot  the  oesophagus  remains  for  some  time  contracted  after  SQlid 
food  or  drink  is  thrown  into  the  stomacli,  and  the  duration  and 
intensity  of  this  contraction  is  in  a  direct  ratio  with  tlie  fuhiess 
of  the  stomach,  and  may  be  excited  by  the  mechanical  com* 
pression  of  that  viscus ;  that  vomiting  may  I)e  induced  ind^ 
pendeuUof  the  oesophagus,  or  in  an  animal  from  which  that 
canal  has  been  removed,  if  the  tartar  emetic  be  thrown  into  the 
stomach,  whilst  that  substance  injected  into  a  vein  does  nut 
produce  that  effect. 

"  The  Reporters  proceed  to  observe,  tliat  M.  JVIajendie  re* 
serves  his  observations  on  the  part  which  the  oesophagus,  from 
its  connection  with  the  diaphragm,  performs  in  the  action  of 
vomiting,  for  the  subject  of  another  memoir;  in  whicli  he 
means  to  determine,  by  a  series  of  experiments,  the  exact  iu«- 
fluence  which  the  oesophagus  exerts  in  that  operation.^ 

II.— Dr.  Gastellier^  of  Paris,  has  published  a  Ca»t  ofSpon^ 
taneous  Perforation  of  the  Stomachy  with  observations,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract* : 

*'  Professor  Chausaier  having  observed  several  of  these  per« 
forations,  hasavailed  himself  of  them  in  elucidation  of  legal  raedi* 
cine,,  and  to  warn  professional  men  from  ascribing  these  acci* 
dents  to  jpoison.  The  case  which  came  inider  the  care  of  Dr. 
GaattUitr  confirms  the  opinion  of  that  celebrated  physiologist 

'*  A  young  lady,  after  having  passed  a  summer  evening  in 

*  Gazette  de  Santc^  1 1  Decembre  l^J  6. 
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singing  in  a  earden^-  fdl  into  ^a  profbund  sken,  until  she  was 
awoke  about  tnree  in  the  moming  by  yery  violent  pains  in  the 
•tomach.  Several  soothing  reniedies  were  administered,  but 
vrithout  the  slightest  advantage;  and  at  seven,  when  M.  Ga^ 
UlHtr  arrived,  he  perceived  xul  the  signs  of  death,  which  took 
place  at  ten  oVIock. 

"  The  body  was  jnridicaHy  examined.  On  opening  the 
d)domen,  the  seeds  of  gooseberries,  and  even  some  of  the  fruit 
entire,  were  seen  scattered  here  and  there  over  the  viscera  of 
the  lower  part;  and  indicated  the  nature  of  the  injury  which 
had  taken  place.  The  stomach  was  full  of  food,  and  presented 
al  the  miadfe  and  anterior  |)art  of  its  greater  curvature  two 
tDund  holes,  such  as  mi^ht  have  been  made  by  a  musket-blilleC, 
hut  the  interior  edges  ot  wiiieh  only  were  thin  and  livid.  There 
was  no  other  mark  of  injury  ;  and  nothing  whicii  indicated  tlia 
presence  of  any  poisonous  substance.^ 

III. — Having  witnessed  tlie  effects  of  the  Extract  ofBrlla^ 
ionna  in  allaying  the  cough  attendant  on  tiie  epidemic  catarrh 
which  lately  prevailed  in  one  district  of  the  metropolis,  we  arc 
biduced  to  translate  the  following  observations  of  l)r.  Meglik, 
cf  Colmarf  on  th&  employment  of  the  rooi  of  Belladc^aa  in 
Hooping-anigh*. 

**  During  the  treatinent  of  several  cases  of  hoopiogs-coiigh, 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  practically  proving  the  correctness  of 
the  assertion  of  Drs.  SchaeiTe,  Wetzler,  and  other  distinguished 
practitioners,  that  the  root  of  Belladonna  is  one  of  the  most 
efficacipus  remedies  in  this  convulsive  cough.  In  the  com- 
mencement of  the  disease  I  gave  mv  little  patients  two  or  three 
ipecacuanha  emetics,  at  intervals  of  one  or  two  days ;  add  con* 
tiBued  the  same  remedy  for  a  few  days  longer  in  smaller  doses 
as  a  sudorific.  I  then  exhibited  the  powdered  root  of  Bella* 
donna  according  to  the  method  of  Wetzler,  viz.  to  children 
under  one  jear  of  age  I  gave  a  quarter  of  agrain  of  the  powdered 
root,  combmed  with  twenty  grains  of  sugar,  every  morning  and 
evening;  and  to  those  unaer  two  years,  a  quarter  of  a  grain 
more  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  'to  diildrcn  from  two  to  three 
years  of  age,  I  gave  a  grain  in  tw«ity-four  hours  in  two  doses ; 
and  to  those  from  four  to  six  years  of  age,  a  grain  and  a  half. 
The  dose  was  increased  every  two  or  three  miys  until  the  in- 
crease equalled  half  the  first  dose.  The  largest  dose  for  a 
child  of  one  year  and  under  was  one  grain,  and  three  grains  for 
the  oldest  By  pursuing  this  practice,  a  ^reat  diminution  in 
the  force,  violence,  frequency,  and  duration  of  the  accesoons 
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«f  tbifl  vexatious  oough  was  soon  peix^eptible ;  and  the  diseasa 
ceaaed  entirely  in  much  less  time  than  by  any  other  method  a£ 
treatment  Towards  the  termination  of  the  complaint,  when 
the  lungs  are  in  a  great  degree  ite^  fi'om  disease,  I  exhibit 
decoction  oi*cinchona«  which  oonfinns  the  cure.  On  account 
of  the  great  efficacy  of  the  root  of  Belladonna  in  hooping-cough^ 
I  have  laid  aside  the  use  of  the  meadow  narcissus  (narcisiu* 
pofiicus)^  which  hasbeen  much  extolled  by  Dufresnoi  andothersg 
Mad  which  I  had  sometimes  successfully  employed.^ 

suRGsar. 

IV.— Oi»fr»flff io»*  upon  a  particular  ea&e  of  Castration^  by 
M.  H.  Cloquet,  D.M.P.  Physician  to  the  Faculty  of  Mediciiie 
«*f  Paris. 

^^  A  youi^  man  twenty-six  years  of  age,  of  a  strong  robust 
constituticxi,  who  had  never  hau  any  venereal  disease,  and  was 
afflicted  with  an  inguinal  hernia  on  the  left  side  from  his  infan- 
cy, required  my  advice  on  account  of  a  hard,  embossed,  heavy, 
ovate  tumour  m  the  interior  of  the  scrotum.  It  was  compres- 
sed inwardly,  larger  than  tlie  fist,  separated  frpm  the  inguinal 
ring  by  a  very  apparent  interval,  and  gave  the  sensation  of  a  duH 
fluctuation.  This  aiTection  had  commenced  ten  years  before, 
but  at  first  increased  slowly;  and  only  in  the  three  last  jeara 
made  any  rapid  progress.  Several  surgeons  and  physiciana 
were  consulted ;  who  all  iigreed  that  it  was  a  sarcocele;  and 
that  the  o{)eration  should  l)e  performed,  provided  there  was  no 
alteration  in  the  cord,  that  the  tumour  was  indolent,  and  the 
patient  otherwise  enjoyed  good  healtli. 

<*  The  excision  of  the  part  affected  t)etng*detennined  upon, 
the  patient  was  laid  upon  the  side  of  his  bed ;  and  by  the  sole 
effect  of  position,  the  nernia,  which  was  rather  small,  was  spon- 
taneously reduced.  An  able  surgeon  performed  the  operation, 
but  of  which  ^  I  will  give  the  details,  on  account  of  toe  conse- 
quences it  presented. 

^  As  die  skin  of  the  scrotum  was  healthy,  not  adhering, 
and  perfectly  moveable  upon  the  tumour,  it  was  completely 
laid  open  by  means  of  a  longitudinal  incision,  which  extendecl 
firom  tile  too  of  the  inguinal  ring  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
scrotum.  1  he  cellglar  tissue  of  the  dartos  was  detached  in  the 
tisual  manner ;  and  a  ligature  passed  round  the  spermatic  cord, 
whidi  was  then  cut  through ;  tio  contraction  toox  place  in  the 
fiemaining  part ;  finally,  the  tumour,  completely  isolated,  yia^ 
taken  out  of  the  membranous  bag  which  contained  it. 

^*  But  during  the  section  of  the  cord,  the  hernial  sac  which 
aAered  to  it  was  opened :  and  when  it  was  cut  through,  the 
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gperraatic  artety  was  sect)  to  be  so  much  branched^  tliat  it  wib 
necessary  to  embrace  the  whole  cord  in  a  ^neral  ligature,  on 
account  of  the  impossibility  of  tying  up  the  branches  separatdy* 
**  The  bottom  of  the  wound  was  iilled  with   lint    powdered 
over  with  resin ;  the  parts  surrounded  with  compresses,  and 
the  whole  adjusted  with  an  inguinal  bandage. 
•   "  Immediate!}'  after  the  dressing,  an  htemorrhage  took  place ; 
'  extreme  wea!:ne8s  followed ;  violent  vomitings  came   oh,  and 
succeeded  each  other  -with  rapidity ;   at  thv  same   time  sharp 
pains  v»cre  felt  on  the  sides  of  the  neck.     A  mixture  of  the  ex- 
tracts of  bark  and  opium  was  given,  and  remained  on  the  slo* 
jnach,  but  without  allaying  the  vomiting.     The  haemorrhage 
was  successfully  suppress^cd  by  accumulating  compresses  of  lint 
upon  the  wound. 

"In  the  evening,  we  found  great  tension  of  the  abdomen; 

frequent  eructations ;  the  pulse  small  and  hurried  ;  skin  (M^id ; 

continual  vomitings :  antispasmodics  were  given  without  effect. 

'*  A  gly  ster  with  an  addition  of  syrup  of  white  poppies  was  not 

returned. 

"  Next  morning. — The  patient  in  the*  same  state;  the  tension 
of  the  abdomen  was  increased  ;  and  every  medicine  brought  up 
directly  after  being  administered ;  the  skin  however  was  not  so 
cold  as  on  the  preceding  evening. 

**  Third  day. — ('ontinuation  of  the  vomiting  h.id  exhausted 
the  patient,  and  resisted  every  remedy,  except  some  spoonfuls  of 
white  wine,  which  allayed  it  for  a  few  moments ;  the  mind  was 
restless  and  une:jsy  ever  since  the  operation ;  and  violent  colics 
were  added  to  the  other  symptoms.  EmolKents  were  applied' 
on  the  exterior,  narcotics  and  soothing  medicines  given  witnout 
effect.  All  the  ligatures  were  laken  off  in  the  morning,  fearing 
they  might  be  the  cause  of  the  nervous  symptoms,  and  no  lia'- 
niorrhage  took  place. 

"  The  patient  was  in  the  same  state,the  beginnihgof  the  fourth 
day;  at  iive  in  the  morning  there  was  a  slight  aniendmcnt;  at 
ten  the  face  contracted,  the  skin  was  cold  and  discoloured ; 
the  weakness  excessive;  a^id  dcatli  UKtk  place,  at  three  in  the 
afternoon,  without  confusion  in  tlie  intelleclual  faculties. 

"  On  exauiiuing  the  1  ody.  a  slight  depxe  of  peritoneal  in- 
flammation was  observed ;  the  intes.tinc*s  were  covered  with  a 
thin  layer  oil  albumen,  ^^^^  adhered  to  one  another;  but,  what 
is  remarkahle,  tlie  cavity  of  the  abdomen  contained  more  than  a 
pint  of  black  blot'd,  nungled  with  little  clots,  which  were  even 
seen  in  the  hypochondriac  regions,  under  the  liver,,  and  round 
the  spleen;  ll.e  ):cl\i.s  in  jiarticular  Mas  entirely  filled  with  it. 

♦'  After  having  dii^K'Ctecl  ihetuniour,  it  wasfound  that  it  did  not 
at  «iU  adhere  to  the  testicle,  which  was  |>erfectly  healthy ;  but  itdis* 
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siao^  th«epidedymis  at  the  expenoe  of  which  it  ap{)eared  to  have 
beeafinrmed ;  it  was  a  true  cyst^  whose  fibnMuirtilamiioUs  parietea 
were  of  a  hne  and  a  half  in  the  thickness,  and  ewMsed  a  reddish 
albmainous  fluid)  and  pultaceous  matter  of  a  red  bmwn  colour^ 
similar  to  the  scum  which  would  be  formed  by  boiling  bkxxl  in 
water.  A  kind  of  a  false,  brownish  coloured  membrane  lined  the 
w^iole  interior  <^  this  cyst,  except  at  the  place  corresponding 
to  the  corpus  Hymorianum,  where  several  whitish  mcerated 
})oints  were  observed. 

**  Such  is  the  fiu^t  I  present  to  the  Society,  and  am  ignorant 
vrhethor  any  thing  similar  has  been  ever  published.  I  wiU 
isduce  it  to  its  most  ipmple  definition. 

'M.  A  tumour  formed  in  the  scrotum  at  the  expense  of 
the  qiidedymisy  of  a  size  more  oonsidenible  than  that  of  the 
first,  sod,  althmgh  the  testicle  remained  healthy,  rendered  ne 
oessaiy  the  excision  of  that  or^. 

*<  2.  A  OHHTtal  effusion  ot  blood  took  place  into  the  abdo* 
men  in  consequence  of  an  aoddent  attendii^  the  operaticm  of 
CKtfation.**  ' 

CHEMISTET  AND  PHABMACY. 

v.— Tub  following  notice  on  Uric  Acid  has  been  published 
by  M.  Gay  Lassac : 

**  Two  years]  ago  I  suggested  to  M.  Chevruel  the  em* 
ployment  of  the  oxide  of  copper  in  the  analysis  of  animal  and 
¥^table  substances,  w^  primosed  to  him  to  use  an  apparatus 
which  I  had  employed  in  analysing  some  substances,  for  whicli 
the  apparatus  described  by  Thenara  and  myself  in  our  Physioo* 
chemical  Researches  could  not  be  employed.  I  had  endeavoured 
tp  analyse  the  uric  acid  by  means  of  oxide  of  oqiper,  and  as* 
oertained  that  its  composition,  relatively  as  to  carbon  and  hy* 
drogen,  had  some  correspondence  with  that  of  cyanogen;  but 
before  publishii^  the  result  of  a  sin^e  experiment,  I  concaved 
it  to  be  requisite  to  veri^  it 

**  For  this  purpose  I  mixed  intimately  some  uric  acid  with 
about  twenty  times  its  weight  of  oxide  ct  copper,  and  having 
introduced  it  into  an  iron  tube  closed  at  one  extremity,  filled 
up  the  remaining  portion  of  the  tube  with  copper  fihngs.  I 
then  first  heated  the  part  containiitf  the  filings  to  an  ooscure 
red  heat,  and  afterwards  brought  the  mixture  to  the  same  tem- 
perature. The  elastic  fluid  which  was  disengaged  was  collected 
upon  mercury.  It  was  nearly  inodorous ;  and  rendered  the 
solution  of  barytas  with  whkh  it  was  washed,  turbid,  at  the 
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same  time  losing  0*69  of  carbonio  acid :  die  remaiRing  031* 
parts  were  azote.  The  rdation  of  these  numbers  are  nearly  a& 
2  to  ly  and  the  difference  would  be  scarcely  any  thin^,  if  there 
was  not  iJso  formed  a  little  snbcarbonate'  of  ammonia,  which 
was^^dissolved  in  the  water  that  was  condensed  ia  the  tube.* 
The  complete  analysis  of  uric  and  would  require  Hiore  time 
than  I  can  devote  to  it,  and  I  may  venture  to  assert,  that  in 
uric  acid  the  volume  of  carbon  is  to  that  of  azote  in  the  relatioD 
of  2  to  1  as  in  cyanogen.  .  . 

\J.'*-4)h8ervati<m9  on  iht  existence  of  Urate  of  Amnmnta  in 
"  the  Rftcrement  of  the  Moth  of  the  Silh^wormy  and  the  ctmUyM  of 
th  white  (dragee  ou  blanc)  of  that  insect*  ;  by  Professor  Brug^ 
nfltdK. 

^^  The  author  has  received  from  Count  Dandolo   sISItie 
silit-worms  converted  into  dragSe  ou  bhnc^  and  a  oonsideF* 
able  quantity  of  the  reddish  substance  voided  by  the  moths 
of  these  worms  as  they  leave  the  exuvia  ok'  the  crysatis  and 
come  out  of  their  cocons. 

^^  This  substance  has  a  reddish  colour,  an  earthy  aspect, 
and  a  peculiar  odour  resembling  that  of  the  cooon  of  the  silk- 
worm.    It  had  no  very  remarkable  taste,  but  it  was  not  insipid. 

**  It  is  insoluble  in  water  at  85^,  and  in  alcohol ;  and  ren- 
ders odourless  tlie  tincture  of  litmus  in  the  same  manner  as 
ehlorine. 

^*  The  addition  of  caustic  potass  evolved  a  strong  odour  of 
ammonia;  and  the  fluid  bein^  diluted  with  water  and  tlien 
filtered,  yielded  a  precipitate  of  uric  acid,  when  treated  with  hy- 
drochloric acid.  The  residue  contained  a  suKjAosphate  of 
Innc  and  magnesia,  and  some  sub-carbonate  of  lime. 

^*  When  thrown  upon  hot  coak,  an  odour  of  burning  ani- 
mal matter  was  exhaled. 

*'  Calcined  in  a  platinum  crucible,  it  left,  in  the  form  of 
powder,  a  carbonaceous  residue,  which,  when  treated  with, 
caustic  potass,  acquired  a  black  colour.  The  fluid,  when  fil- 
tered, was  yelkyw,  and  the  residue  cont^nned  the  same  sub- 
stances which  have  been  already  mentioned. 

^'  Concentrated  nitric  add  produced  a  brisk  effervescence 
with  the  disengagement  of  white  fumes ;  the  solution  assumed  a 
blood  hue,  and  coloured  the  hands  pale  yellow ;  whicli  in  a 


*  Our  translation  is  made  from  the  Annates  de  Chimie,  t.  bcxxvL 
p.  55 ;  into  which  the  paper  has  been  transcribed  from  tlie  Journal 
de  Phyaiqiie  €t  de  Chimie  of  Brugnatelli.  We  have  lately  received 
a  very  flattering  epistle  from  Professor  Brugnatelli ;  and  have  taken 
meaaures  to  obtain  his  Journal  regularly  as  it  appears. 

t  The  thermometer  employed  is  not  mentioned. 
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dbmt  space  of  time  changed  to  flie  most  IktUiaat -scarlet*^  fike? 
\iric  acid  obtained  from  unnary  caleuli.  .  i 

*^  The  reddish  substaaee,  then,  which  die  moths  of  silkn 
worms  void,  conUonsalarge  propoftton  of  ucate  ot*  ammonia, 
sub-phosphate  of.  Ihne  and   magnesia,  and-  sub-carbonate  .of» 
lime  united  by  an  animal  cement. 

*^  The  author  advances  the  opinion,  tliat  the  guano  disoo*% 
▼eied  by  Humboldt  may  be  fnroauccd  from  the  excrements  u£ 
«  great  number  of  insects. 

^*  The  jficop^ty  of  urate  of  ammonia  in  discolouiing  -the 
tincture  of  litmus  is  remarkable,  but  it  is  not  rare  among  ani* 
mal  substances;  for  it  has  been  lon^  known  that  the  musclos« 
of  beef,  and  the  extract  and  the  infusion  of  muscular  fleshy 
membranes,  attd  tendons,  also  deprive  that  tincture  of  colour. 

**  The  author  has  also  examined  the  white  substance  into, 
which  silk-worms  change,  when  they  harden  at  a  certain  period 
of  life,  and  which  is  commonly  odled  dragie  ou  bloMc,  Ho. 
treated  the  hardened  substance  which  covered  the  nymphar 
with  distilled  vinegar:  the  fluid  yidded  no  preqpitate  when 
tested  with  oxalic  acid,  or  ii:ith  oxalate  of  ammonia;  but  caustic 
potass  evolved  ammonia  frOm  the  dragie.  v 

<*  Sulphuric  acid  partially  dissolved  it,  and  was  precipitated 
by  potass.  The  insoluble  portion  contained  much  animal  matn 
ter ;  for  when  thrown  upon  hot  coals  it  exhaled  a  strong  animal 
cxioqr,  and  in  distillation  furnished  the  same  results.^  The  re^ 
sidue  contained  sub^phosphate  of  lime. 

**  The  author  concludes,  from  his  different  experiments 
tipon  this  substance^  that  it  is  formed  of  ammoniaoo-magne<« 
•ian  phosphate,  a  small  portiim  oif  urate  of  ammonia,  and  some 
animal  matter ;  but  that  it  does  not  contain  any  bomhic  acid^ 
which  is  formed  in  the  healthy  nymphat  only  of  the  silk- worm, 
when  the  change  to<  the  moth  is  nearly  completed,  and  which 
has  a  great  affinity  with  acetic  ifbid.'" 

VII.— A  Pharmaceutical  Refornr  has  lately  been  projected 
in  France,  and  many  of  the  articles  formerly  in  use  in  that 
country  have  been  expunged  from  what  is  termed  the  Codex: 
Among  those  which  have  been  retained  is  the  oil  ofeggs^  on  the 
nature  and  properties  of  which  several  interesting  oiiservations 
have  been  pubhshed :  we  extract  those  of  M.  L,  A,  Planchc^  as 
the  most  detailed,  and  contmning  the  substance  of  all  the 
others^. 

After  some  remarks  on  a  paper  of  M.  Henry,  our  author 

*  The  author  conceives  that  the  colour  of  the  skin  produced  by  thii 
iK>ltttion  depended  in  the  perspiration ;  for  pieces  of  cloth  dipped  into 
St  did  not  acquire  the  scarlet  colour,  unless  they  were  fjlacea  in  con« 
tact  with  the  skin,  when  they  soon  acquired  it. 

t  Jowrnql  de  PharmacU,  Octohre  1815^  p.  435. 
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« 
thut  loMMcs  Us  milgeet:  ^  I  Anil  ooiisicl«rt  I«lt  die  natufi 
of  the  oil  orained  by  esprenkm  iiom  die  yolks  of  boiled  ens  ; 
9d^  the  oil  as  it  exists  in  the  yolks  of  fresh  egg^  i  and  ei^u 
vo«ir  to  pioire,  that  ill  both  imtanees  itisaoompound  of  aflind 
oil,  and  a  oonciete  substsnce  resemUing  suet,--<id.  I  shall  dei* 
acribe  the  alteration  which  oocunia  (m1  of  egss  wlien||^kept;  poiiit 
out  the  method  of  preventing  that,  or  retuSun^  it  rar  a  certaia 
iiaie ;  and  finally  Uie  advanti^[eB  whidi  result  m  eoiployuig  i| 
fot  the  preparation  of  mercurial  <»ntment. 

«'  OftktOa  mprt$9ed  from  the  Yolks  of  boUgd  Eggo,^^ 
The  custom  of  depumting  oils  by  rest,  led  me  to  xegSd  fh^ 
deposit  which  is  tormed  b  oil  of  eggs,  exposed  to  a  aaeaa 
lamperatiire,  such  as  is  common  in  Apothecaries  shops,  mo  the 
resukof  a  spontaneous deputatbn«  Morelet  and  others  mgagd 
k  as  a  mucous  matter  which  passes  with  the  oil  diiriogf  its  ex-» 
aresuon.  Without,  however,  exactly  adopting  this  opinioa, 
I  have  always  iMaided  this  sufastaooe  as  fimign  to  oil  or  ^fg^ 
and  would  promuily  have  neglected  the  examination  of  itt  u  I 
had  not  obseisred  that  it  was  also  formed  m  the  ml  which  had 
haen  filtered  warm,  and  vary  limpid,  as  wdlas  in  that  which 
reniains  unfiltered. 

^  Well  prepared  oil  of  eggs  nasses  wholly  throuffh  the  ffiter« ' 
in  a  temperature  of  from  25o  to  9(f  Beaam.  Thenltered  oil  ia 
if  a  beautiftd  orange  yeUow  colow,  and  is  very  limpid.  It  be* 
pmo  to  deposite  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  da^s  a  flaeukttt 
matter,  fmjuently  opaque  and  of  a  cstnn  eofeur,'but  at  othot 
times  in  needles  wludi  cross  each  other  in  various  directiona,  or 
in  small  ouadrangular  plates  lying  one  over  another,  and  dofioi 
sited  on  the  sides  of  the  bottle.  If  it  be  prepared  ia  wintetv  09 
exposed  to  a  temperature  of  from  4  to  v*  aoove  0^  almost  the 
whole  of  the  oil  becomes  a  mnulated  mass,  in  which  soma 
crystals  may  (rflken  be  observed ;  and  if  the  whole  be  now  plaovd 
on  a  filter,  the  fluid  dl  rulis  througiH  and  does  not  sgaki  con* 

S^al  at  that  temperature;  while  the  matter  remaining  in  the 
ter  is  distributed  in  thin  layers  through  several  fdds  of  biira* 
]ou8  F^per  which  imbibes  the  free  fluidoil* 

^*  This  is  tlie  method  I  employed  about  three  yean  uob 
when  I  made  my  first  experiments  upon  oH  of  ^ffis,  but  m4 
not  think  of  adc^ting  the  mode  of  expression  wh^  M.  Brat 
oonml  has  ingeniousW  employed  in  his  experiments  upon^  fill 
substances.  I  had  already  examined  the  substance  dqiositSQ 
in  the  ciX  of  eggs,  and  was  acquainted  with  its  princjnal  nropeiv 
ties,  but  never  obtained  \\  ^i^tirelv  free  from  the  nuid  oil  by 
0|ibjecting  it  to  pressure* 

^  Of  the  proppriiea  of  tke  concrete  part  of  the  Oil  of  J&jgs« 
I.  This  substance  when'weli  expresseo,  does  not  stun  oibiuoiia 
paper  (paoi^r  Joseph). — 2,  It  resembles  yelbw  wax  that  has 
been  kneaaed  in  cold  water ;  but  its  parts  are  less  cohesiva^— 
9.  It  retains  slightly  ^e  p^ou^  of  yolk  c^  ^gg*— 4-  It  b^[inf 
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to  xodt  between  36  «nd  38^  Beaum ;  but  is  not  completely  fluid 
under  45^ ;  after  cooling  it  acquires  the  consistence  of  mutUm 
suet^->5.  Sulphuric  ether  at  €fy^  (Baum^)  dissolves  it  without 
the  assistance  of  heat^--^.  This  solution  exposed  tp  the  air  >  ua» 
til  the  ether  is  entirely  evaporated,  leaves  on  the  adea  of  tho 
evaporatinff  dish,  a  andc  tonned  by  the  concrete  substance  of 
a  vellow  colour,  in  tlie  centre  of  which  the  same  culpurlesa 
aiiostance  is  ol^rved  devoid  of  colour.  To  obtain  it  pure  and 
inodorous,  it  is  requisite  only  to  expose  the  latter  to  a  gentle 
heat— -7-  Alcohol  of  40**  when  cold  has  little  effect  upon  tbia 
qpecies  of  suet^  When  boiling  it  dissolves  1,25;  more  than 
ittif  of  which  is  precipitated  in  white  flakes  as  the  liquor  ouoli^ 
—8.  This  substanoet  oeated  with  a  solution  of  pure  soda,  forov 
ioaf^  as  readily  as  mutton  suet;  wliicb  .it  seems  to  r^semhhi 
more  than  any  of  the  fat  substances^  ^. 

<^  A  buiulireil  parts  of  Oil  of  Eggs  yield  of 

Oil  .........  91  parts. 

.    Suet.. 9«-fM  ^  . 

^'  From  the  suet  of  the  c^  .crystallising  in  the  Suid  oil^  I 
ivas  led  to  consider  it  as  a  subSance  analagous  to  qpennaceti ; 
but  I  soon  abandoned  this  opinion,  having  discovered  that  thia 
auet  when  purified  by  fusion,  loses  its  property  of  eiystal* 
lizing. 

^  Of  the  pa  of  Egg9  9tparaled  fr<m  ihe^Smt^^h  The  o3 
«if  eggSi  deprived  of  its  suet,  in  point  of  fluidity,  at  the  medium 
temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  holds  a  situation  between  oliv# 
imd  linseed  oil, — ^8,  At  zero  it  becomes  a  soUd  mass,  but  doef 
not  crystalline.-^.  At  4"  above  zero  it  resumes  its  ordinarjf 
fluidity*— 4r  It  is  soluble  in  every  proportion  in  sulphuric  ether^ 
iu  has  been  proved  by  M,  Henry. — &  Cold  alcohol  do^  no^ 
•dissolve  more  Uian  ^Iq  of  its  weignt  of  this  oil.  This  solutioii 
Incomes  milky  on  tlie  addition  of  water.-^.  When  warm,  it 
does  not  dissolve  above  ^^q  ;  but  the  alcohol  acquires  a  yelknr 
iDolour.  This  effect  is  very  conspicuous  when  equal  parts  of 
the  liquids  are  employed.  It  is  probable  that  the  oil  of  egn 
might  be  completely  deprived  ot  its  colour  by  repeating  %m 
experiment  several  tunes.-*^?.  Oil  of  eggs  divides  mercury  eXi- 
Iremely  well,  as  we  shall  afterwards  prove. — 8.  Two  parika  of 
this  oiu,  and  one  of  soap-maker^  being  triturated  togetner  in  s 
^asa  mortar,  form  a  homogeneous  soap,  of  a  bufil-yellow  colour 
|md  a  good  consistence.--^.  This  soap  is  readily  dissolved  im 
water.^— -10*  Muriatic  acid,  dropped  into  this  soludon,  separatep 
fiom  it  a  fat,  colourless  substance,  of  the  consistence  of  grease. 
**  Oflkt  Oil  of  Eggs  obtained  from  the  Yolk  of  a  rawfrtsk 
{*.— rBeing  desirous  to  ascertain  whether  there  existed  any 
>renoe  between  the  oil  we  have  been  just  examiniog  aqd 
jtbat  which  is  contained  in  the  yolk  of  a  raw  egg,  I  imagined 
ihit,  )is  splphuric  ether  is  tlie  solvent  of  the  fluid  oil  and  tly 
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tnet,  without  acting  upon  the  albumen,  I  should  be  abTe  t# 
ieparate  their  ingredients  without  the  intervention  of  caloric; 
and  widi  this  view  the  following  experiments  were  made. 

*•  First  Experiment.'-^The  yc^B  of  four  fresh  eggs  were 
put  into  a  flask  with  twice  their  weight  of  good  ether,  and  well 
shaken  together:  m  the  course  of  an  hour,  the  ether  appeared 
dear,  of  a  fine  yellow  colour,  and  floating  over  a  slightly  co- 
loured deposit. 

"  Second  Experiment.^'^ne  part  of  this  ether  was  pour*d 
crfTinto  a  large  tube,  eontmning  ten  parts  of  cfistilled  wKter,'  and 
the  two  liquids  were  mixed  by  agitation.  The  ether  combined 
with  the  water,  and  the  oil  separated  into  filiform  floculi :  I 
then  plunged  the  tube,  uncorked,  into  warm  water,  in  order  to 
eraporate  the  ether,  and  to  melt  the  oil.  A  heat  of  ♦S'^has 
necessary  to  attain  both  these  purposes.  The  ml,  on  being 
poured  out,  partly  congealed  on  cooling. 

^  7%iVrf  jBjcjicrimenf .— The  remainder  of  the  solution,  after 
tfie  eVapovtion  of  the  ether,  left  the  oil  of  eg^  partly  fluid  and 
partly  concrete.  Obtained  by  this  method,  which  certainfy  is 
not  tne  best,  it  has  a  very  ajj^eeable  bland  taste ;  but  the  ether 
sitist  be  of  the  greatest  purity. 

^.  A  hundred  parts  of  this  oQ  consist  of 

Oil 88  parts 

Suet n  

**  Thence  it  follows  that  the  oil  obtained  by  the  medium  of 
ether  contains  00*3  parts  more  of  suet  than  that  procured  hy 
the  aid  of  caloric.  But  we  cannot  reasonably  conclude  that 
tl)euil  contained  in  eggs  that  have  been  cooked  differs  essentially 
Irom  the  oil  of  raw  eggs.  It  appears  to  me  that,  by  the  ordinary 
method,  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  experiment  the  mass 
becomes  cold,  and  is  capable  of  dissolving  Uie  same  quantity  of 
«uet.  Moreover,  the  experiments  which  I  have  made  with 
both  kinds  of  <ril  of  eggs  have  not  presorted  any  remarkable 
Af^rence ;  therefore  I  have  no  hesitation  in  concluding  they 


identical. 

"  Of  the  Change  which  keeping  produces  nn  the  Oil  of  Egg^^ 
mnd  the  Means  of  retarding  it.^^  The  changes  which  oils  are 
fiable  to  underec)  can  be  appreciated  only  by  comparing  their 
properties  in  different  circumstances  and  at  difierent  times. 
Taste  and  smell,  which  are  commonly  sufficient  to  distinguish 
the  goodness  of  fixed  oil,  inform  ys  also  when  the  oil  of  eggs 
beromes  rancid ;  but  we  have  no  means  of  perceiving  the  in?* 
f  crmcdiate  degrees  of  alteration  which  take  place.  This  oil  re- 
tdnsfora  longer  or  shorter  period  of  time  its  colour  and  agreeable 
taste,  according  to  the  heignt  to  which  the  bottle  is  filled.  A» 
long  as  it  possesses  these  two  qualities,  we  regard  it  as  a  good, 
article,  notwithstanding  its  having  alreadv  -  undergone  soin^ 
fhinge.    ^his  chan^,  although  not  sensible  to  our  organs,  yet 
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is  very  evident  wli^i  the  oil  is  triturated  with  mercury.  I  have 
already  mentioned  that  it  divides  this  metal  extremely  wdl ; 
and  I  nave  to  add,  that  this  property  increases  in  the  oil  ol 
eggs  by  keepng,  by  the  contact  of  air;  and  in  an  increased  tem- 
perature.'** 

Id  proof  of  this  opinion,  the  author  has  detailed  five  expe- 
riments; which,  we  conceive,  it  is  unnecessary  to  transcribe; 

«  Of  the  UlUUy  of  OU  of  Eggs  in  the  Preparation  of  Mer^ 
cttrial  Ointmeni.  —I  do  not  mean  to  describe  the  methods  of 
preparing  this  ointment ;  but  merely  to  recommend  the  use  of 
the  oil  of  eggs  as  a  preparatory  aid :  and  it  is  from  constant  ex- 
perience of  Its  utihty  that  I  confidently  recommend  it :  but  I 
must  allow  others  to  determine  whether  it  merits  the  encomiums 
I  bestow  on  it. 

**  Fomudafor  making  Mercurial  Ointment.  •—  Take  of  oil 
of  egips,  which  has  been  &pt  for  three  months  in  a  temperature 
of  from  15  to  16°  Keaum.   in  a  bottle  only  half  filled  and 

corked, ^ >>. ^iss.  * 

Pia4fied  mercury S^ij- 

Prepared  lard gvij. 

Fresh  beef  suet • |i. 

Melt  the  suet  and  the  lard  together,  and  allow  the  mixture  t» 
cool.  Rub  the  mercury  with  the  oil  in  a  marble  mortar  with  a 
wooden  pestle,  until  the  globules  no  longer  re-unite ;  then  add 
an  ounce  of  the  fatty  mixture,  and  continue  the  trituration  until 
all  the  globules  disappear ;  after  which,  the  remainder  of  tho 
fat  roay1)e  acjded. 

*^  The  operation  requires  an  hour  to  complete  it ;  but  the 
time  may  be  reduced  to  half  that  period,  if  double  the  quantity 
of  oil  or  eggs  be  employed.  For  a  new  operation,  it  is  useful 
to  leave  an  ounce  of  tne  ointment  in  the  mortar.^ 


PART  V, 

MEDICAL  AND   PHYSICAL 
INTELLIGENCE.  - 

I.— SOCIETIES  AND  LECTURES. 

itcTURE  II.  —  On  the  Vegetable  Acids  emptmied  in  Pha^mac^,    By 
Professor  Branoe,  at  Apothecaries'  Hall^  London. 

The  preparations  of  the  Pharma^pceia  which  now  strictly  come 
under  our  notice,  are  the  acids,  the  alcalies  and  their  salts,  the  earths 
and  their  salts,  and  the  metals  and  their  salts.  They  are  placed  in 
the  order  which  I  have  here  set  them  down ;  and  although  upon 
mmjof  the  articles  included  under  these  heads,  I  shall  have  little 
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to  aay,  Ipnjpoae,  foietscmsiiiaitionediiimylattLect^ 
the  general  order  of  the  arrangement. 

The  acids  employed  in  medicine^  accordfaig  to  our  PbarmacopGeiai 
are  the  acetic,  the  bensoic,  the  citric,  the  muriatie,  the  nitric,  and 
anlpfainric 

The  term  aceiie  acid  has  been  improperlv  applied  to  the  ^stilled 
^ia^ar,  whidi  no  more  merits  that  title,  than  a  veiy  weak  and  & 
lute  sulphuric  adddsesiTestobecaUedoil  of  vitrioL  Tke  twocaats 
are  vety  similar.^  Acetic  arid  is  a  cavstiG  eorvoaive  fluid,  wiiich  v^ 
ritates  and  excorialaa;  audi  if  ever  caaph^red  by  mistake  as  distiWed 
-vinegar,  would  give  rise  to  Tfry  avkwenl,  if  not  dangatois  aftds. 
There  may  pcrhqy  be  little  dagger  of  sodi  ocaoTenoe  here :  but  sit 
English  prescription,  in  which  *^  actdum  aoeticum''^  ftnned  an  in« 
grcdient,  if  sent  to  a  foreign  apothecary's,  would  certainly  be  made  up 
"With  the  strong  caustic  add  to  which  I  have  just  aUuded,  Instead  « 
the  ^lild  apd  innopious  add  intended  by  our  CdU^ 

Vinegar  is  prepared  fWim  malt  liqnora,  or  mncilaginooa  and  amjrt 
laceous  infusions,  or  from  wine,    lliese  sire  exposed  ftr  a  oertam 
time  to  a  wann  atmosphere  in  open  vcasela;  oxygen  is  abaarbed,  and 
the  fluid,  before  saccharine  or  vinous,  soon  sours  in  OQDseqpiefi^  «f  the 
production  of  vinqjar.  What  is  commonly  called  vinegar  contains  not 
merely  the  true  aoelic  m:i5l.v.ery. largely  mixed  widi  water,  Imt  isco- 
loured  by  extractive  matter,  and  contaminated  with  some  ^dker  vege« 
^le  adds,  especially  the  tartaric  and  malic ;  it  usually  also  cositaios  a 
little  alcohol.  During  distillation,  little  else  passes  over  than  the  wa- 
ter, the  acetic  add,  and  the  alcohol.    In  distilling  vinegar  in  the 
laige  way,  it  is  with  great  difficulty  and  unnecessaiy  expense  that 
we  follow  the  directions  of  the  G>llege  in  using  glass  vessels  ;  a  well 
tinned  still  with  a  tin  worm  answers  as  well,  and  is  not  aeted  upon 
by  the  add.    From  100  parts  of  vinegar  we  may  Asttl  over  about 
65  parts  ;dfwhidi  the  fint  5  parts  shcmld  be  rejected  as  oonaistilig  of 
Uttfe  else  than  alcohol  and  water.  By  the  Pharmacopoeia,  7  parts  are 
directed  to  be  distilled  from  g;  of  which  the  first  part  is  to  be  thrown 
away,sothat  6  pints  of  distilled  vinegar  are  obtained  from^a  gallon  of 
vinegar.    Where  die  distillation  is  performed  over  the  open  fire,  the 
matter  in  the  still  is  apt  to  bum  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  process, 
Imd  the  distflled  liquor  acquires  a  disameable  smell  and  taste  in  con- 
sequ^ce  of  empyreuma.    Of  this  weliere  are  in  no  danger,  by  the 
advantage  of  the  a}^icadon  of  steam  to  work  our  stills,  to  which  I 
have  before  so  repeatedly  sBuded.    The  specific  gravity  of  this  Ii<- 
quid  is  but  litde  above  ttiat  of  water-^bout  1006  to  1008.    A  fluid 
ounce  should  decompose  at  least  14  grains  of  predpitated  carbonnte 
of  lime,  which  should  be  used  in  experiments  of  mis  kind  in  prefer 
rence  to  marble,  which  bring  of  different  states  of  indumtion  gives 
rise  to  ever  varying  results.    Distilled  vin^ar  may  be  udulterated 
etdier  with  water  or  sulphuric  acid,  or  it  may  accidentally  contain 
lead  or  cdpper  derived  from  the  still.    The  quantity  of  chalk  decom- 
f)0fled  wiu  oe  smalW  conrideraUy  than  that  mentioned,  if  water  be 
present   Sulphuric  add  may  be  detected  by  acetate  of  barytes ;  lead 
hy  sulphuretted  hydregen ;  copper,  by  ammonia.     In  applying  ba- 
rjtes  as  a  test  to  mseover  sulphuric  add  in  undisdUed  vine^r,  it 
iDust  be  reootteeted  lliat  taatnrie  and  some  other  vegetable  adds  sci« 
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fiird'iiiftohible  predpifates  idtli  that  earth.  Distfltod  vinfegar  is  al- 
wi^B  more  or  less  contaminated  bj  mucilage,  which  passes  over  du- 
ring the  dtgtillati<m.  •  Its  presencir  msy^  be  shewn  by  saturating  the 
acja  with  pctash^  and  boiling ;  the  liquor  blackens,  though  none  of 
the  acid  is  decomposed :  this  blackening  depends  upon  the  dec<»n- 
position  of  the  mucilage, 

Vinei^ar,  either  common  or  distilled,  ranks  among  the  refri- 
gerants in  the  Materia  Medica;  and  it  has  sometimes  been 
found  of  use  in  counteracting  die  baneful  effects  o£  vegetable 
narcotics  taken  in  over  doses ;  it  is  said  almost  to  annihilate  the  ef- 
fects of  ipecacuanha.  Tlie  external  application  of  vinegar  is  useful 
as  a  cooling  lotion,  as  a  discutient,  and  a  mild  irritant.  .  It  is  useless 
as  a  destroyer*  of  infectious  matter,  thouf^h  sometimes  erroneously 
employed  for  this  purpose  in  hospitals  and  in  the  chambers  of  the  sick. 
To  procure  from  distilled  vinegar  its  real  or  radical  acid  in  an 
undiluted  and  pure  state,  a  variety  of  methods  have  been  devised. 
As  this  acid  is  not  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  I  shfdl  not  dwell  at  length 
upon  the  subject ;  but  as  it  has  already  been  found  useftd  in  practice^ 
and  promises  to  become  more  so,  a  short  digression  upon  the  subject 
will  not  be  inisplaced. 

Vinegar  may  be  considerably  concentrated  by  simple  exposure- 
to  ccdd;  the  water  then  freezeb  m  preference  to  the  acid,  and  muck  ' 
of  it  may  thus  be  got  rid  of  in  the  shape  of  ice.  The  specific  gravi^ 
of  distilled  vinegar  may  thus  be  raised  frcmi  1006  to  1030.  ft 
acquires  a  more  pungent  smell,  and  a  more  acid  or  acrid  fla<> 
vour.  But  the  most  effectual  method  of  obtaining  acetic  acid,  for 
sach  we  may  justly  call  it  when  freed  from  water,  is  to  pour  distilled  - 
vinegar  upon  subcarbonate  of  potash,  evaporate  to  dryness^  and  dis« 
til  the  dry  mass  with  sulphuric  acid.  In  ^is  process,  the  true  acid 
of  the  distilled  vinegar  unites  to  the  potash,  and  is  afterwards  dis« 
placed  by  the  superior  affinity  of  sulphuric  acid  for  the  potash. 
The  combinations  of  acetic  acid  with  oxide  of  copper,  commonly  called 
crystallized  verdigris,, and  acetate,  or  sugar  of  lead,  may  also  bede« 
composed  ^yy  a  simil^  operation.  The  true  acetic  acid  is  a  highly 
pui^ent  acrid  fluid,  and  extremely  volatile.  Its  specific  gravity  is 
1040  ;  its  vapour  is  inflammable :  when  largely  diluted  with  water  it 
resembles  distilled  vinegar  deprived  of  mucilage.  In  medicine  it  is 
most  powerfully  stimulant ;  it  irritates,  inflames,  and  excoriates;  and 
has  been  successfully  applied  to  the  removal  of  warts*  When  scent- 
ed with  aromatics,  it  is  much  used  as  a  reviving  smelling  bottle. 

There  is  yet  another  source  whence  vinegar  may  be  abundantly 
obtained,  and  at  a  cheap  rate.  I  allude  t6  die  destructive  distillation 
<)f  wotxi,  as  performed  upon  a  large  scale  by  the  burners  of  charcoal 
f^r  the  manuiacture  of  ,^npowder.  That  vinegar  is  thus  produced 
was  (irst  observed  by  Glauber,  towards  the  end  of  the  17tli  century ; 
he  details  the  discovery  in  the  fii'st  part  of  his  ^*  Miraculum  Mundi," 
and  directs  its  use  wherever  common  vinegar  i& employed.  He  was 
•Ivo  aware  of  its  being  stronger  than  usual  vinegar,  as  appears  from 
the  followii^  singular  quoution :  ^'  We  are  informea,"  says  he, 
*'  that  Hannibal  made  apassage  through  the  Alps  for  himself  and  his 
^rmy,  soflmin^  the  rocks  by  the  benefit  of  vinegar.  What  vinegar 
tbat  was«  histocies  do  not  mention;  perhaps  it  was  the  vinegar  of  win 
VOL.  y.«»NO.  86.  2 
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butif  hehadlmdtfieviiiegarcf  wooc),  he  would  sooiMr  have  attetn* 
ed  his  dwe."* 

'  By  destrudiTe  distilhttion  acetic  acid  is  resolved  into  csaiboD* 
hydro^en^  oxygen.  It  contains  more  oxygen  than  any  of  the  other 
vegetable  acids. 

Benzoic  acid.  Tliis  useless  inert  acid  is  lUill  needlessly  retained 
in  the  PharmacopoBia.  The  most  economical  mode  of  procurini^  it  is 
to  distil  benzoin  in  an  earthen  retort,  till  its  bottom  b^xsmearetd  hot. 
The  uroducts  are  water,  oil,  and  acid,  besides  some  gaseons  matter, 
and  tnere  remains  in  tlie  retort  a  brittle  brilliant  coal.  These  produda 
yield  two  parts  of  acid  in  16. 

The  prcicess  diluted  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  was  first  devised  bv 
Scheele.  A  benzoate  of  lime  is  produced  by  boiling  the  earth  aiadbal- 
sani  in  water,  which  is  afterwards  decomposed  by  muriatic  acid.  The 
lime  however  not  only  unites  to  the  acid  of  benzoes,  but  dissolves  n<^ 
incontdderable  portion  of  the  resin,  which  is  precipitated  alone  with 
the  acid,  by  the  muriatic  acid ;  and  which,  in  subsequentlv  subUming- 
the  acid,  contaminates  it  I  obtained  about  1  ounce  ana  7  drachms 
fmn  a  pound  of  bensoes  by  this  process. 

The  benzoic  acid,  when  pure,  is  in  white  feathery  crystals  of  little 
sfnell,  and  having  a  slightly  acrid  flavour ;  I  part  is  soluble  in  25  of 
boiling  water.  It  is  probably  possessed  of  no  important  medical  pro* 
pterticK,  and  seems  merely  retauied  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  a  compo- 
nent of  the  old  paregoric  elixir,  or  dnctura  camphorse  compos,  where 
it  is  quite  unavailing,  opium  being  its  active  ingi*edient 

Cttric  acid.  I  have  several  observations  to  make  upon  the  me- 
thod of  preparing  this  acid  directed  in  the  Pharmacopoeia ;  as  also 
upon  the  observations  added  upon  the  subject  in  the  translation,  whidi 
would  in  many  respects,  if  relied  on,  lead  the  operator  into  error. 

The  method  of  obtaining  the  concrete  vegetable  acids  by  process 
ees  similar  to  that  here  recorded,  was  first  devised  by  Scheele,  and 
has  since  1)een  very  generally  adopted ;  but  many  minutias  must  be 
attended  to  in  order  to  obtain  the  best  results,  which  nothing  but 
practice  can  suggest. 

The  requisite  quantity  of  chalk  and  of  dilute  sulphuric  add  en- 
tirely depends  upon  the  quality  of  the  juice,  which  is  ever  varying ; 
and  it  is  therefore  quite  useless,  as  well  as  improper,  to  set  down  any 
given  proportions,  as  in  the  Pharmacopoeia ;  where,  although  we  are 
permitted  to  add  as  much  clialk  as  may  saturate  tlie  juice,  wettre  not 
told  to  modify  the  proportion  of  sulphuric  acid  accordingly. 

Lemon  and  lime  juice  are  used  indiscriminately  for  theprepara- 
tion  of  this  acid,  as  imported  from  the  Mediterranean.  The  purs 
juice,  besides  citric  acid  and  water,  contains  some  malic  acid,  and 
abounds  in  mucilage ;  it  should  have  a  fresh  acid  taste,  and  should 
not  be  musty  or  insipid ;  its  specific  gravity  should  be  between  1030 
and  1060.  It  may  be  adulterated  with  water  and  with  sulphuric  acid: 
the  forkner  may  be  detected  by  its  inferior  specific  gravity,  and  tlif 
latter  bv  the  addition  of  acetate  of  lead,  which  yields  a  prednitate 
insoluble  in  dilute  nitric  add.  Should  the  juice  have  been  aaulte- 
mted  with  muriatic  acid,  add  to  it  an  add  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
which  Avill  in  that  case  furnish  a  prednitate  insoluble  in  nitric  add. 
The  citrate  of  lead  abd  of  silver  are  bow  soluble  in  dilute  nitxic  add* 
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Having  kwned  the  purity  of  the  add,  its  strength  vaax  l>e  ascer- 
tained by  Its  saturating  power;  l6  parts  of  the  pure  acid  will  satu- 
Ymte  20  parts  oi*  dry  subcarbonate  of  potash ;  and  with  the  knowledge 
of  this  &ct^  it  is  easy  to  ascertain  the  quatUittf  qfretd  add  in  a  given 
quantity  of  any  lemon  juice.  » 

The  method  by  which  I  have  best  succeeded  in  getting  citric  add 
is  as  fc^ows ;  using  die  heat  of  steam  tliroughout  dl  tlie  processes 
^th  a  view  of  preventing  burnings  by  which  much  of  the  acid  it 
discoloured  or  even  destroyed. 

1.  Boil  die  lemon  Juice  for  5  minutes,  and  set  it  aside  for  4& 
liour«  in  a  cool  place,  and  then  filter  it  through  a  fine  linen  bag. 

By  this  operation  a  considerable  pordon  of  mucilage  is  got  rid  of« 

S.  Having  previously  discovered  by  experiments  upon  a  sraal} 
Scale,  the  quantity  of  chalk  required  for  its  saturation  (if  the  juice  is 
jSPody  1  gallon  =  ibss.*),  put  this  in  fine  powder  into «  wooden  vessel 
t»pable  of  holding  twice  the  quantity  of  liquid,  and  having  careful- 
ly noted  its  weight,  mix  it  into  a  thin  paste,  with  a  small  quanUtgr 
of  juice,  and  gradually  add  the  remainder  during  constant  stirring| 
and  guarding  against  running  over  by  efiervescence. 

3.  Allow  the  citrate  of  lime  thus  formed  to  subside,  and  wash  it 
repeatedly  with  large  portions  of  warm  water,  in  order  to  remove, 
afl'much  as  possible^  the  adhering  mudkge ;  then  mix  in  a  tub  % 
quandty  of  oil  of  vitriol  and  water,  in  the  proportion  of  9  parts  of 
concentrated  add,  spedfic  gravity  1*8,  to  every  10  parts  of  dialk 
previously  used,  ^id  dilute  this  in  the  proportion  of  a  gallon  of  wa- 
ter to  ever/ pound  of  add.  Having  thus  prepared  die  diluted  acid, 
when  cold  stir  into  It  by  small  portions  the  citrate  of  lime  yet  moist, 
and  occasionally  a^tate  the  mixture  for  half  an  hour  at  a  time,  du- 
ring the  six  or  eight  hours  which  they  should  remain  together. 

4.  Pour  off  the  dear  supernatant  liquor,  and  wash  the  precipitate 
-with  cold  water  tiU  it  comes  off  tasteless ;  add  the  washings  to  the  li* 
quor,  and  evaporate  itina  steam  or  water  bath  at  atemperature,  not  ex« 
ceeding  212^  to  one  fourth  its  original  bulk;  set  it  aside  to  c(K)1, 
when  much  sulphate  (tf  lime  will  fall ;  evaporate  again  to  the  consist- 
ence of  thin  honey,  or  till  a  pelicle  begins  to  form,  and  on  cooling; 
a  crop  of  crvstals  of  dtric  actd  will  be  produced ;  tx>ntiT\ue  the  eva-» 
poraticm  and  exposure  of  the  mother  liquors,  as  long  as  crystals  can 
he  obtained,  and  then  put  them  aside.  The  first  crops  of  cr^'Stidft 
■  are  brown,  small,  and  irre^ar,  and  mixed  with  sulpnate  of  lime : 

dissolve  them  in  twice  their  weight  of  hot  water,  containing  about 
one-eighth  their  wdght  of  animal  diarcoal ;  and  boil  for  a  quartet 
of  an  hour,  then  filter,  fhat  through  paper,  and  a^rwards  through 
cfaamoit  leadier.  This  will  separate  much  of  the  colour,  and  nearly 
all  the  sulphate  of  lime ;  and  one  or  two  solutions  more,  with  a  litde 
of  the  charcoal  if  necessary,  will  afford  white  and  proper  crystaliv. 
If  the  lime  juice  be  good,  it  is  said  that  twenty  gallons  will  yield 
18  His.  of  di^  dtrate  of  lime,  which  will  afford  10  ibs.  of  good  citric 
acid.  I  have  however  rarely  procured  hali*.a  pound  of  add  from  a 
gallon  of  the  juice>  and  generatly  not  more  dian  6  to  7  ounces. 

Citrate  of  lime  has  occasionally  been  prepared  in  Sicily,  and  sold 
m  our  market  fi>r  die  purposes  of  decomposition;  but  the  necessary 
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cxpartadoii  of  dia&  and  other  difficulties  attendiiig  tbis  plan,  have 
inaaced  its  ingeniooraatfaors  to  discontiiiae  it. 

Some  very  uselbl  directions  conceming  the  preparatioii  of  citric 
acid  have  be»Q  published  by  Mr.  Pkrkes  in  his  ''  Cnemical  Essays." 

Apothecaries' Hall.  —  The  Court  op  Examiners  op  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries  are  extremely  anxious  to  impress  upon 
those  persons  who  may  be  intending  to  present  themselves  for  exa- 
mination^ a  conviction  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  such  knowledge 
of  the  Latin  language  as  may  enable  them  to  translate  the  Pharma- 
C(^xcia  Londinensis,  and  prescriptions  of  PhysicianSj  whidi  they 
consider  as  a  qualification  mdispensable  to  the  Apothecary. 

They  are  particularly  induced  to  give  greater  publicity  to  this 
regulation^because  they  have  had  the  distressing  duty  imposed  upon 
them'  of  withholding  Certificates  of  Qualification  from  several  per- 
aons,  principally  from  their  great  deficiency  in  this  most  important 
pre-requisite  to  a  medical  education. 

January  IQlh,  1816.  John  Watson,  Secretary, 

'  ji  IaU  of  the  Certificatf.d  Apothecaries,  who  have  passed  sinu 

November  the  1st,  181 5. 

Mr.  W.  Laxon,  London  Mr.  G.  Cooper,  Brentford 

Mr.  J.  C.  Burrow,  London  Mr.  J.  Huntingdon  Wharrie 

Mr.  J.  Dixon,  Newcastle^on-  Tyne  Mr.  W.  Hi llm an,  Ixmdon 

Mr. W.Kent,  Vpton-upon»Sevem  Mr.  C.  Sylvester,  Swansea 

Mr.  H.  Ronalds,  Brentford  Mr.  William  Jones,  Uarbttry 

Mr.  James  Heron  Mr.  Francis  Cole 
Mr.  William  Mac  Nab 

Royal  Society.— Nov.  30,  the  Society  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  a  Council  ^id  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  when,  on  examining 
the  lists,  it  appeiu'ed  that  the  foUowiiiff  gentlemen  were  elected  :— 

Of  the  Old  Council—The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart. 
K.  G*.  C.  B.,  Sir  Charies  Blagden,  Knight,  Samuel  Goodenough,  Lord 
Bishop  c^  Carlisle,  Taylor  Combe,  Esq.,  Davies  Gidfly,  Esq.  M.  P. 
Sir  Everard  Home,  Bart,  Samuel  Lysons,  Esq.,  George/  Earl  of 
Morton,  K.  T.,  Jolm  Pond,  Esq.,  William  Hyde  WoUaston,  M.  D., 
Thomas  Young,  M.  D. 

Cf  the  New  Council. — John  Barrow,  Esq.,  Mark  Beaufoy,  Esq., 
Henry  Browne,  Esq.,  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  Knight,  Philip,  Earl 
of  Hardwicke,  K.  G.,  Edward  Howard,  Esq.  John  Latham,  M.  D. 
Pres.  CoU.  Phys.,  Thomas  James  Mathias,  Esq.,  Sir  John  Nichol, 
Knt.  M.  P.,  George,  Earl  of  Winchilsea,  K.  G. 

Ql^crTj?,— President,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart 
vK.  G.  C.  B.— Treasurer,  Samuel  Lysons,  Esq.— Secretaries,  Wm. 
Hyde  Wollaston,  M.  D.,  and  Taylor  Combe,  Esq. 

After  the  election  the  Members  of  the  Society  dined  together,  as 
usual,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern  in  the  Strand. 
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At  a  Meeting  of  the  Subscribers  fiir  establishing  ''  The  MedA^ 
CAL  Benevolent  SociEf  y"  for  the  relief  of  Medical  Men,  who, 
either  from  affe  or  adversity,  shall  require  it ;  held  at  the  Freefnason*^ 
TatHsrn,  LoMtmy  January  the  29th,  I8I6;  Dr.  Latham,  President 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Fhysicians,  in  the  Chair: 
It  was  ResoLVEDj 

That  as  it  appears  that  the  time  allowed  for  receiving  the  Name^ 
of  Subscribers  nas  not  been  sufficient  for  Gentlemen  resident  in  the 
country  to  declare  their  intentions,  therefore  the  Books  for  that  pur- 
pose shall  remain  open  at  Messrs.  Cliild,  Bankers,  Temple  Bar,  and 
at  this  Tavern,  tillFebruarv  the  24th. 

That  until  the  ^Oth  of  March  next.  Benefactions  and  Subscrqp^ 
tions  will  be  received  by  any  of  the  Treasurers ;  viz.  Dr.  Clutter- 
buck,  New  Bridge  Street;  Richard  Ogle,  £s^.  Great  Russell 
Street,  Bloomsbury ;  and  Henry  Fielo^  Esq.  Christ's  Hospital ;  or 
by  Messrs.  Child,  the  Bankers. 

J.  LATHAM,  Chairman. 

Several  distinguished  characters  in  the  ProfessioQ,  among  whom 

Dr.  Hull  of  Manchester  was  conspicuous,  sent  liberal  benefiiictions  ; 

and  Fnany  Subscribers  entered  their  Names  on  tlie  Books :   Society 

therefore  commences  uhder  the  happiest  auspices. 

*  « 

%*  The  Patients  to  be  made  to  the  AnauUant  Fund  from  50  to  60 

yeart  of  age,  are  new  calculated,  and  are 
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List  of  Ofticers  for  the  Medical  BENBroLKNT  Society^ 

President,   Dr.  Latham. 
VicE'^Presidekt,  Henry  Cline,  Esq. 

DiRBCTOBS. 


Dr.  Haworth, 
Dr.  Bateman, 
Dr.  Merriman, 

G.  M.  Burrows,  Esq. 
John  Hayes,  Esq. 
A.  T.  Thomson,  Esq. 
C.  M.  Clarke,  Esq. 
Charles  Siiillito,  Esq. 
G.  F.  LocKLEY,  Esq. 


Dr.  Luke, 

Dr.  P.  M.  Latham^ 

Dr.  RiDouT. 

Arthur  Tegart,  Esq. 
EvERARD  Bra^de,  Esq. 
R.  S.  Wells,  Esq. 
Wentworth  Maltm,  Esq. 
Peter  Mathias,  Esq. 
Reginald  Wiluams,  Esq. 


Trustees,   Dr.  Latham,  Richard  Radford,  Esq.* 
Treasubmrs,  Dr.  Cluttbrbuck,   R.  Oglb,  Esq.  H.  Fisld>  Esq* 

*  Two  more  TruHeee  mil  he  appohUed. 


MtOcid  ami  Plysicai  InUUigenct, 

ir.-«-MEIIXCAL« 

Vaccination  in  Germany. -^We  insert  the  following  article,  ralTicf 
w  ft  proof  how  i<Tnorant  they  are  in  Gennany  of  the  real  history 
^Vaccination^  than  witli  any  feeling  that  6tich  a  circumstance,  al- 
lowing it  full  credit^  can  fn  the  least  sliake  the  reputation  of  Dr, 
Jenner.  Neither  Dr.  Jenner  himself^  nor  any  other  welUinformed 
|ierBon  in  England,  laid  claim  to  the  knowledge  of  the  anti-variolouf 
jroweni  of  the  cow-pox  as  a  new  discovery.  In  particular  districtF, 
Its  prophylactic  efFect  was  a  traditional  report ;  and  the  great  merit 
of  Jermcr  was,  the  patient  investigatioh  of  the  grounds  fop  an  opinion 
fu  extraordinary  and  contrary  to  all  received  doctrines;  fbr  the 
collection  and  collation  of  the  facts  he  met  with  relative  to  the 
•object ;  for  the  long  eourse  of  experiments  he  prosecutjed  bfefore 
lie  arrived  at  so  happy  a  result ;  ana,  finally,  for  the  fhm  yet  tern* 
perate  zeal  he  displayed,  in  est«d)Ii^ng  the  ccHrrectness  of  his  infe* 
zcnces  and  practice. 

llie  rash  act  of  Plett  was  the  mere  efTusion  of  a  meddling  peda- 
gogue, who,  from  the  same  sort  of  experience  or  infbrmationj  would 
nrve  attempted  any  sort  of  hassardOus  experiment. 

In  the  first  Number,  tor  1815,  of  the  Sleswtg  Blatttr,  a  Hc^lstein 
provincial  paper,  there  is,  under  the  head  of  ^  Where  was  the  Ccwr- 
Pox  first  tnocuTaied?'*  an  account,  of  which  the  foUowiiiff  is  an 
mbridgment.  It  is  considered  in  Germany  as  perfectly  authentic ; 
awl  upon  it  claims  are  founded  of  the  discovery  of  tne  anti-vari- 
olous  effects  of  the  vaccine  virus  by  inoculation,  before  it  waa  known 
fo  England. 

"  In  1790  Mr.  Plett,  now  schoolmaster  at  Stadcendorflf^  in  thd 
pirish  of  Schonberg,  near  Kiel,  "was  a  tutor  to  the  family  of  Mr. 
Wiese,  a  grazier  at  Schonwei<le,  at  whose  house  the  conversation 
with  the  neighbouring  graziers  frequently  turned  on  the  cow-pox. 
Tlie  uiolhcr-iin-law  of  Mr.  W.  declared  that  she  had  had  the  cow-pox 
in  her  youth,  and  that  she  never  was  infected  widi  the  small-pox, 
vHhough  she  had  attended  her  children  in  tliat  disorder.  Several  of 
tiie  relations  and  some  of  the  female  servants  Iiad  experienced  th^ 
iwme  protection;  and  the  conviction  ajiion.*;  tJie  country  people  was  to 
the  same  effect.  Nobody  dt>w1»tiHl  it ;  and  P/e/f,  from  all  he  had 
1u»ard,  W.1S  firmly  persuaded  of  the  cow-pox  being  a  jweventive  from 
the  snuil]-|v)x.  In  17.01,  PJeit  lefl  Wiese's,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
fnxMC  eripr.c-itv  by  Mr.  Maitini,  farmer  at  Hassleberg.  Amongst  his 
pupiiv-i  M  .er<.»  two  girls  of  eleven  and  twelve  yeai's  of  age ;  neither  of 
whom  had  had  the  small-pox,  of  which  thev  were  much  afraid.  At 
this  time  it  happened  tliat  the  milk-maids  had  the  cow-pox,  ,whicli 
they  had  receive;!  from  the  cows;  and  at  this  they  had  expressed  great 
pl<»-asnre.  Two  of  Martini's  daughters  went  to  the  cow-hous6,  and 
rubbed  themselves  with  tJie  |K)cks  thert  on  the  cows ;  but  without 
any  effect.  Plett  had  seen  !>maIl-)X)x  inocnlated,  not  long  before,  at 
I'rectz.  He  now  asked  his  pupils  if  they  would  like  to  be  inoculated 
with  the  cow-pox ;  and  told  them  tiiat  he  knew  how  td  inoculate, 
anil  would  make  a  trial  without  the  knowledge  of  their  parents^ 
^who  were  much  prejudiced  against  variolous  inoeulation. 

^'  Two  of  the  daughters^  lied  wig  and  Margaret,  and  one  of  th« 
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wfmt,  Charles,  accepted  the  offer.  Pielt  then  examined  the  cowa^ ' 
and  the  pocks  on  their  teats ;  and,  finding  a  cow  on  whom  the  pus- 
tules appeared  ripe,  he  opened  one  with  his  pen-kni^^sollected  tbe 
i^uin^  lymph  upon  a  piece  of  wood,  and  returned  to  his  room.  H» 
tken  nude  an  incision  between  the  thunt^b  and  fore-finger  of  each 
pupil,  as  he  had  seen  done  at  Freetz,  and  rubbed  the  lymph  on  tht . 
fvMh  wounds.  Three  days  after,  an  infiammadon  took  place,  and 
red  spots  were  perceived;  and aoon  after  the  cow-pox  appeared  witb 
«'  red  periphery.  The  disease  w«at  on ;  the  children  contuuied  w«U; 
aad  in  about  a  fixtnigbt  all  was  salely  ove& 

'*  in  the  year  1193,  PieU  left  this  place,  and  vrent  to  tbe  sensU 
nary  a£  Schoolmasters  at  Kic^  Here,  one  day  in  179^  or  179^  im 
acddentaliy  met  Mr.  Martini;  who  told  him,  that  since  he  left  him,liiB 
family  had  been  seized  with  the  small-pox,  which  had  been  rerf 
ntalignant ;  but  ke  leamt,  to  hi»  inexpressible  joy,  thai  the  duZdcm 
lie  had  vaccinated  escaped  all  inaction." 

Sedum  Acrc^^Dn  Pelers  of  Anclam,  (Vide  HufelamTs  Jownut  ' 
for  May  1815,)  bestows  great  commendation  upon  the  efficacy  of  tha 
Sedum  Acre  in  cases  of  epilepsy ;  to  which  Dr.  Pelers'  father  first 
directed  hia  attention,  and  which  had  been  previoudy  confirmed  faj 
the  observations  of  Mr.  Zschom^  Surgeon  of  Bauske,  m  Courland. 

In  the  case  of  a  female  aged  thiity,  and  pregnant,  and  to  another 
female  aged  forty,  of  a  cachectic  habit,  and  much  weakened  by  « 
long  continued  intermittent  fever,  and  who  hatl  been  subject  to  epir 
leptic  fits  fifteen  years,  which  were  first  induced  by  a  violent  frigh^ 
^le  Sedum  Acre  was  administered  with  the  greatest  success.  He 
gave  ten  grains  of  the  powder  of  it  night  and  morning,  to  the  ammint 
of  forty  doses  to  each.  They  afterwards  continued  free  from  Miy 
attack  for  four  months;  the  latter  patient  had  then  two  slight  fit^ 
vhen  lie  gave  to  the  extent  of  half  an  ounce  more  of,  what  Dr.  P. 
calls,  this  Specific ;  and  she  has  continued  since  perfectly  wefl.  Dr- 
Peters  has  prescribed  it  for  children  with  great  advantnge,  to  the 
amount  of  eight  grains  twice  a  day. 

State  ^Medical  Science  among  the  Ca/jwrc^f.-— According  to  Mc 
Neitz,  who  lived  among  the  Calmucka  for  several  years,  and  waa 
well  acquainted  with  tlie  Mongole  language.  Medicine  and  Surgerjr 
are  (as  with  us^  two  separate  professions.  A  Surgeon  is  cflled 
Oiiotsc&i;  a  Physician  ^7it//jc/<f.  Their  specifics  consist  chiefly  (^ 
aronatic  substances :  two  sorts  of  mirobalani,  arrorae  and  tharrorae, 
with  musk,  are  universal  remedies,  which  are  frequently  used  in  dis- 
similar  maladies.  Besides  tl\i:$,  they  have  bczoar,  rose  leaves^  mal* 
vac,  enula  heleuiura,  safran,  SiC  The  seed  of  ricinus  conununis  they 
employ  as  a  laxative.  In  gonorrheea  and  venereal  diseases,  they 
eibploy  the  fumigations  of  Cinnaber,  wlu(^.  arc  also  in  use  among  the 
liu-ssians ;  and  internally  nux  vomica  The  last  and  most  excellent 
of  all  their  remedies,  which  is  administered  only  when  all  others  have 
failed,  and  which,  accord uig  to  the  assertion  of  tlie  Calmuck  Phy- 
sicians is  dearer  than  gM,  is  called  cfutrakoiki.  According  to  the 
upinion  of  the  Mongols,  it  is  a  rare  species  of  bitumen,  produced  on 
the  highest  rocks  in  the  hottest  regions  of  the  east.     Mr.  StackUn 
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takes  it  to  be  gummi  bdellium.  There  is  also  a  kind  of  r^igious 
univeraai  remedy  in  great  repute  among  them :  viz.  the  remains  of 
burnt  saints^  carefully  collected  firom  the  ashes ;  and  tliis  is  given  in 
yfmy  dangerous  sicknesses. 

Dr.  jTour^WofMunsteriecommendsfimnexperience,  camphor  3i 
dissolved  in  spirit  sulphuric,  sether.  |i.  oL  cajeputi  Jij.  as  vefy  effica* 
eious-^-I.  In  rheumatic  and  gouty  alTectians,  head-aches  thmce  ari» 
saftg ;  in  vertigos  and  similar  affections^  in  rheumatic  tooth-adies^  in 
GBtarriMl  head-aches,  or  in  catarrhs,  as  a  cephalic.-*2.  In  hysteric  houU 
aches  and  cramps.~3.  In  local  weaknesses  of  the  head  claused  by 
too  frequent  eVaatations,  and  great  mental  exertion.  He  is  also  ii 
opinion  that  this  remedy  might  be  serviceable  in  tic  doloureux. 

III. SURGICAL. 

Carotid  AneurUm.'^On  the  third  of  last  month  ( Jan.)^  the  com- 
mon trunk  of  the  left  carotid,  immediately  as  it  emerges  above  the 
davicle,  was  tied  in  the  case  of  a  man  with  aneurism  of  that  artery 
of  very  large  dimensions,  by  Mr.  Coates,  Sen.  Surgeon  to  the  Salis- 
bury General  Infirmary.  One  ligature  only  was  used,  which  sc^-* 
rated  on  the  18th  day.  The  tumour  has  already  (Jan.  S5)  diminish- 
ed to  a  fourth  of  its  original  size,  and  the  patient  is  rapidly  re- 
^oovering. 

1V._PHYS10L0GICAL. 

Hydrocephalic  Preparaiums. — In  the  Anatomical  Museum  at  Ber- 
lin, is  a  preparation  of  |i  fcetun  of  4  months,  of  which  the  skull,  and 
the  occiput  are  swelled  up  into  a  large  almost  transparent  JiydatiSf 
and  perfectly  representing  a  small  hydrocephalus.  Another  equally 
lemarkable  preparation,  is  that  of  an  acepnalic  foetus  of  4  months. 
In  the  possession  of  'Professor  Jorg,  at  Leipzig,  in  which  a  pierce  of 
the  akin  is  folded  towards  the  face;  other  parts  are  lying  comprttssed 
oD  the  occiput,  and  partly  forming  a  bladder,  so  that  the  whole  per* 
&ctlyappears,asif  thebladder,  filled  yirith  water  as  in  the  hydrocepha- 
lus at  Berlin,  had  but  lately  burst,  and  the  remaining  skin,  like  an 
empty  bag,  was  firmly  adhering  to  the  bottom.  These  facts  consi- 
dered, says  our  correspondent,  one  can  hardly  help  being  of  Rudol- 
phi*s  and  Mekel's  opinion,  that  a  status  hodrocepkalkus  of  the  head 
very  probably  precedes  the  acephalus  in  tae  first  months  of  the  ani- 
mation of  the  fcetus. 

T^— MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  ''  Bill  for  Enlarging  the  Charter  of  the  Royal  Colleos 
of  Surgeons  in  London,  and  for  making  further  Provisions  for  the 
better  Practice  of  Surgeons,  and  for  pi*eventing  Men  from  prac- 
tising Midwifery  who  shall  not  be  Manbers  of  the  said  College,"* 
is  prepared,  and  will  l^immediately  brought  into  Parliament. 
It  is  in  form  and  effect  thf  same  as  the  Bill  withdrawn  during  the 
last  Session,  when  it  had  reached  tlie  House  of  Peers.  Of  course 
we  shall  give  a  copy  or  copious  abstract  of  it  in  the  next  Rs« 
positorv. 

Died,  recently.  Sir  Charles  Blicke,  Kt.  Surgeon  to  St  Bar- 
tholomew's Ho8piUd.r— Mr.  Vincent  has  succeeded  him  as  Surgeon^ 
^d  iix,  Edward  Stanley  is  elected  Assistant  Surgeon. 
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▼I.^— ROnCKS  OF  LBCTtrSfiS* 

ttoVAL  CoLLEOK  OP  SuBGEONS. — ^The  first  part  of  ^e  Course  on 
HmiMri AMtomy  andSiirgciy  cuttmcnced  Jan^gS^iih.  Th^  LMtores 
will  be  oontiiraei  every  Mondaj  and  Hiuradajat  tliree  o'clock 

RovAJL  lN8nTimox.^-A  Course  of  Lectures  and  Demonstratiana 
on  Chemistry  will  aagiaaetiftf  in  tiie  Ldbonitoiy  of  the  Royal  Insti- 
tution, by  Professor  Brano^  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  February,  at 
nine  in  the  mornings  and  be  oontinoed  every  Tuesday,  Thursdayy 
and  Saturday. — ^Two  Courses  are  given  dura^  the  season,  whim 
begins  in  October  and  terminates  in  May.—- The  subjects  <uMpte» 
bended  in  the  Courses  are  treated  of  in  the  following  oraer: — ^DiatmMS 
I.  "Of  the  Powers  and  Phipertjes  of  Matter,  and  the  General  Laws 
of  Chemical  aia^ge8.'-^JDifmaoii  IL  ^  Of  Undeconnpounded  Sub* 
stances  and  their  Mutual  Combinations.*--I>rn«M»i  IIL  *'  Vegetablo 
Cheiiustiy."-*2>riwioii  I V.  «' Chemistry  of  the  Animal  Kii^om."-^ 
DhUkm  V.  "  Geology^^^^Particulars  may  be  obtained  by  sppLyiag 
to  Bfr.  Brande,  or  to  Mr.  Fincher,  at  the  Institution,  Albemarle-St 

Mkdical, CmRusoiCAL,  AND Chbmical Schools;  GeotgeSinei, 
Hanover  Square;  and  Medical  Tkeaire,  Ifo.  48,  GreM  Wmdmill 
SireeL — ^The  %it^  Courses  of  Lectures  will  comnience  on  Monday 
Feb.  5th. — 1.  On  ttie  Laws  of  the  Animal  OBconomy  and  Practice 
of  Physic,  by  G.  Pearson,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.— S.  On  Therapeutical 
with  Biateria  Medica  and  Medical  Juri^rudenoe,  by  Dr.  Pearson^ 
and  W.  T.  Brande,  F.  R.  S.  Prof  Bc^  Inst— 3.  On  Chemistry,  by 
Professor  Bnmde^— 4.  Onthe  Tlieoty  and  Pracdce  of  Surgery,  by 
B.  C.  BnoDf E,  F.  R.  S. — Sir  Evbrabd  Home's  gratuitous  Le^ures  on 
•ome  of  the  operations  of  Surgery,  given  to  the  Plmils  of  St.  Geofge't 
Hospital,  will  be  delivered  at  the  Theatre  46,  WindmilUtreet-« 
Further  infermation  may  he  had  by  applying  at  tiie  Theatre. 

Ds«  Mbrrixan  will  re-eommenoe  his  Lectures  on  Midwifery,  at 
the  Hiddkaex  Hoq>ital  on  Thursday  Feb.  8,  afthalf  pastteno'dodu 

VII^— -LITERARY  WORKS  IN  ANO  PREPARING  FOR  THE  PBBSR. 

Dr.  G.  E.  Male,  Physician  to  the  Birmiiurfaam  Hospital,  has  nearly 
>eady  fiir  publication  an  Epitome  of  Judicuu  or  Forensic  Medicine. 

Dr.  Stewart,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  in  London  is  about  to 
puUish  **  Observations  on  Uterine  HeuHHrhage.'' 

Dr.  Granville  has  in  the  nress,  and  nearly  rendj  tot  puUicaticn^ 
a  truislation  of  that  nart  of  M.  Orftc^s  General  Toxicology  which 
more  narticularly  roates  to  poisons  derived  from  the  v^etable  and 
ttumai  kingdoms.  The  subject  having  fimned  a  very  imnortant 
part  of  Dr.  Granville^s  scientific  pursuits,  he  has  been  enablea  toao« 
Gomnanyhis  translation  with  copioas  notes  and  additioBSi  Theori« 
ginal  has  only  been  before  the  public  a  few  days^  and  is  not  yet  in 
general  drcnlationu 

Dr.  Armstrang,  of  Sunderland,  has  in  the  press  a  works  intitled 
''  Practical  Illustrations  of  Febrile  Diseasea.**  The  nrinciDal  object 
of  this  work  is  to  shew  the  great  advantages  of  eany  and  decidad 
bloodletting  and  purging  in  typhus,  in  an  aJiKtion  called  the  cin»- 
^on  inflannnatary  fever,  in  Uie  malignant  forms  of  the  scarlet  fever» 
In  hydrocrobalus  intemus,  in  measles,  in  hooping  ooi^^  in  eryti- 
P^,  in  dysentery,  and  in  other  diseases.  It  will  be  illustxated 
^ith  several  eases  and  dissections. 

▼0U  v^— MO.  2fi.  A  A 
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from  dmtitinn  oi 

ivrM  BlUoH,  mA, 

_  aocutatclycbuiid. ' 

*  Erratunu-'hx  the  lant  Rcgutci;  tuCiU  of  Cajte*,  fiX  3QO0w»it9Oik 

The  temperatiure  of  tliis  month  has  l>een  very  mild,  and  more  than  usu- 
ally uniform  for  the  seasoiL  The  effects  upon  the  human  frame  have  been 
correspondent ;  for  aldiough  there  has  been  much  of  cSsease  prerailing,  and 
in  some  species  attended  with  very  aggravated  symptoms,  yet,  upon  tlie 
wbok,  it  has  manifested  a  greater  amenity  of  character ;  and  consequently 
the  ^aths  m  the  fiiU^  of  I^Iortality  are  happily  ezceedir^y  diminished. 

Notwithstanding  this  d'^minution  of  general  mortality,  it  wiU  be  seen^ 
that  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  present  register  of  .diseases  rather  exceeds 
the  proportioh  in  the  last  to  the  number  of  eases :  thus  confirming  what  we 
have  often  before  remarked,  that  the  deat})s  occurring  in  private  practice 
are  rarely,  if  ever,  couicident  with  tlie  result  of  the  BUls  of  lilortalHy  of  the 
same;  period  ;  which  last  must  be  considered  as  the  raters  of  the  deaUis 
of  the  inhabitants,  generally,  of  this  great  metropolis : — as  for  example,  the 
BflU  of  !&IortalitT  for  tlie  months  of  November — December  record  2768 
daaths,  for  Deceihbei^-wranuikry,  1654'  only ;  while  the  Registers  of  the  jftr. 
f^itartf,  for  those  two'pei^pds,  rctum  acarly  ^helsame  numbers,  125  and  129; 

The  principal  vamtions  in  the  character  of  the  diseases  are,  in  Apnpicxia^ 
^oncbiiiSf  FebrU  ciftarrhaU^,  and  Typtiuk  gravior* '  Thcsq  '^I'feagfii  aco 
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Ibm  frc^nent,  but  tiaey  bate  aD  hea  bwk  ^ere,  and  frtal  in  tlieir  efiecti. 
Two  thuds  attacked  Iry  Apopkxia  bare  died,  and  one  thiid  fiDom  BtvnMu  ; 
catarrhal  fever  has  perhapg  loat  much  of  its  epidemic  fonn,  yet  bat  beea 
moraTinilent;  and  the  only  caaes  of  Typhus gravwr  (fiire)have  all  yrored 
IbtaL 

In  the  nordlern  dirtriet  (Hampntead)^  inffammatory  oomplauits  of  the 

XQs  of  respiratioo  have  been  very  prevalent  Children  have  been  most 
ted,  and  several  fatal  cases  of  pure  Pneumonia  have  occurred.  The  on* 
If  case  (J  Croup,  and  one  of  those  of  Cynaneht  pharyngta  were  in  that  distiict. 

Derangements  of  the  hepatic  functions,  but  not  m  general  accompanied 
with  ai^  peculiar  distress,  nave  been  rife :  cleansing  ^tv^privvte  vi^  with 
gentle  cvacuaotsy  and  aftcrwarda  eThihitiag  an  opate,  has  been  commonly 
all  that  was  re<|aMle. 

^arftsm  is  deoeasing;  bnt  die  ckatls  fhan  it  are  still  I  in  IG. 

Rubeola  and  SrmrlaHna  are  also  gienesally  diminished  ;  nor  is  the  former 
Si^fiitaL  We  say  geunraUff,  because  it  has  had  a  wide  and  rapid  couna 
ainea  our  lisst  Report  hi  the  Foundling  Hospital.  In  many  of  the  cases,  the 
disease  was  attended  nith  a  ^reat  d^ree  of  pjrrexui^  of  pneumonic  inflam- 
mation and  detennmatlon  to  the  head.  In  a  few  instances  it  proved  fatat 
The  violence  of  Variola  seems  to  be  somewhat  abated. 

The  fatal  care  of  Epileptu  occurred  in  a  lady  between  seventy  and  eidity 
yeais-of  aae.  She  £ed  m  Uie  second  attack  ;  the  first  havii^  taken  pace 
about  ten  days  paeviously,  and  from  the  efieclB  of  which  she  appeared  t9 
have  iteovered. 

The  fatal  ease  of  Scirrhit*  was  of  the  Liver.     The  siil^ect  of  it  was  a 

a  aged  sizf^-five.    This  state  of  the  viscus  had  existed  some  years  ;  and 
igth  temunated  in  the  ordioajry  way,  by  inducing  dropsy. 

Fxamiualiones  pott  mortem. — ?.  One  of  the  cases  of  Anenilnn  waa  of  the 
meA  of  tlie  aorta»  m  a  man  aged  28.  Two  or  three  convulsons  preceded 
iia  death,  which  took  place  in  about  ten  minutes  from  the  first 

The  aneudsmal  sac  would  have  contained  a  pmt  of  fluid ;  it  had  burst 
ftito  the  cavity  of  the  pericaidium.  The  hmer  coat  of  the  descendmg  aorU 
wraa  sUghtly  diseased^  and  its  ca^er  was  much  contracted*  , 

S.  A  girl  of  a  scrofukius  habit,  who  had  had  ulceration  of  the  inlemal 
far  for  eevoral  months,  at  length  Sed  with  symptoms  of  hydroceplialus. 

Vpoii  mspecting  the  head,  the  vessels  of  the  brun  waie  found  very  tur« 
gid  with  blood,  there  were  about  two  ounces  of  fluid  in  each  lateral  ventri- 
cle, die  petrous  portion  of  the  temponl  bone  wasinacarious  state^  and  tha 
hitenial  ear  was  entirely  destroyed. 
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NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

•  ■  •  • 

Professor  Brugnatcirfsyiifowr  is  received, ' .  We  accept  his  of-" 
fir  wiiii  pteasUrcy  and  mil  make  every  e^rtian  to  c^m/dy  tcith  kU 
refptesL 

The  communicalians  of  Mi%  Henncn,  "Mr.  Newnfaam^  Mr. 
Scott,  Mr.  Coatcs,  Mr.  Blackett,  ^t.  aire,  also  ame  to  hand* 
Alany  authenticated  cases  have  likewise  been  received,. 

As  we  are  at  a  loss  to  fix  on  the  paper  io  which  a  Surgeon  re- 
firsy  we  know  not  with  what  Justice  he  complains.  However^  we 
must  achxQwtcdgey  we  cannot  accede  to  the  line  he  prescribes  for 
the  Editors  of  a  Physical  Journal, 


IVc  arc  much  obliged  to  our  Truro  friend  for  his  ^ood  opt' 
nion:  and  wit  will  save  him  the  cxpence  ojfa  Letter ^  by  adding,  that 
he  is  unfortunately  excluded  from  examination  by  the  retrosptc-- 
tive  operation  of  the  Apothecaries^  Act  ofi  those  who  have  not 
served  an  Apprenticeship  -office  yecnrv. 

This  Publication,  by  application  to  the  Clerks  of  the  General  Post  Office, 
London;  or^  if  previously  ordered^  of  the  Post  Masters,  British  or  Foreign, 
will  be  sent  toJiny  of  the  British  Colonies  or  Foreign  Countries,  upotrue 
same  terms  as  other  Periodical  Works. 

CommjtnicaHons  intended  for  insertion  in  the  iulnefpient  Ntimbet  shqtfld 
be  sent  be  fort  the  12th  of  the  mouth  ;  and  should  \  he  addreased  (free  ofcx^ 
pence)  /o  Mr.  Shury,  Printer,  7,  lit  r wick  Street,  Suhv;  bifwhom  BoJcsfor 
tike  Retficw  Defortmentj  Articles  of  InteUigencCf  ^c.  J^c.  UfiU  also  he  liecewed* 
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PART  I.  . 
ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

I. 

Two  Cases  of  Bronchocek  succesifiitty  treated.      By  W.  N£WN- 
HAM,  ot  Famham,  Surry,  Surgeon-Apothecaiy. 

^RONCHOCELE  18  a  discase,  which,  although  it  has  been  ire* 
quently  treated  with  the  happiest  results,  has  nevertheless  so 
often  proved  refractory,  as  to  have  shaken  the  confidence  of  a 
great  majority  of  medical  men  in  the  efficacy  of  any  curative 
means  hiUierto  prescribed ;  and  to  have  induced  in  the  minds 
of  many  almost  a  degree  of  scepticism  in  the  reality  of  the  facts 
which  have  been  narrated.  As  tliis  disease,  although  not 
frequently  producing  effects  fatal  to  human  existence,  yet^ 
does  oftentimes  occasion  serious  inconvenience,  and  may  prove 
destructive  to  lifp :  and  as  even  when  these  remote  consequences 
arc  not  immediately  threatened,  it  is  a  source  of  much  uneasi* 
ness  from  the  deformity  it  produces ;  the  following  cases  may 
not  be  unacceptable  to  the  profession,  and  may  contribute  to 
tlierelief  of  this  extraordinary  malady,  by  removing  the  doubts 
of  some  scientific  practitioners. 

Case  I. 
Mr.  JoIhi  Fewhill  had  been  for  nearly  twelve  months  past 
tlic  subject  of  dyspnoea,  which,  although  unattended  by  any 
other  indisposition.  Lad  so  far  increased  as  to  induce  him  to 
seek  medical  assistance.  He  became  my  patient  in  November 
1813.  He  referred  the  uneasiness  he  experienced  in  respira* 
tion  simply  to  the  throat ;  and  observing  a  considerable  fulness 
of  the  necK,  I  discovered,  on  the  removal  of  his  cravat,  a  bron-^ 
chocele  of  moderate  size.  As  well  as  my  patient  can  recollect, 
he  first  discovered  this  tumour  about  two  years  before ;  but  as 
it  occasioned  no  pain,  he  tliought  little  about  it,  till  the  affection 
of  his  breathing  drew  his  attention  to  the  throat.  The  swell* 
ing  had  progressively  increased^  and  the  respiration  had  been 
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proportionally  iiupeded.  He  had  empWed  no  remedies  what- 
ever; his  constitution  appeared  free  from  disease,  except  a 
slight  degree  of  debility  and  languor  couuequent  on  his  em- 
ployment, which  was  very  sedentary  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 

I  directed  him  to  apply  the  emplastrum  ammon.  cum  hy- 
drargyro  to  the  throat ;  and  after  giving  him  two  or  three 
calomel  ca'thartics  to  cleanse  the  prima  ri>,  I  prescribed  for  him 
small  doses  of  the  submuriate  of  mercury,  and  a  scruple  of 
burnt  sponge  in  a  bolus,  three  times  a  day,  with  a  draught  of 
decoction  of  cinchona.  The  dose  of  burnt  sponge  was  subse- 
quently increasetl  to  half  a  drachm,  and  then  persisted  in  alto- 
gether for  about  four  weeks.  At  this  time  some  diminution 
had  taken  place  in  the  tumour,  and  respiration  was  considerably 
relieved.  ^ 

Internal  remedies  and  external  applications  were  now  aban- 
.doned,  with  the  view  of  resuming  tlieir  exliibition  after  a  short 
interial.  In  tlie  mean  time,  on  analogical  principles,  the  pa- 
tient M'as  direc»ted  to  use  friction  with  the  hand,  for  half  an  hour 
.  three  times  a  day,  on  the  part  ai{ectc(L  This  discipline  wa« 
continued  for  a  month,  and  contrary  to  my  expectation  with 
.such  Mgnal  benefit,  that  I  was  encouraged  to  persevere  in  tlu' 
sauac  i)uxle  of  treatment.  In  another  fortnight  no  incouvo- 
.nience  was  expericuced  in  respiration,  and  the  tumour  wa*^ 
scarcely  peneptiblo.  Friction  however  was  not  finally  abandon- 
ed for  a  consiclc  rable  time;  and  he  has  reniaiiied  ever  since  quite 
free  from  diseabc. 

Case  II, 

Miss  Wells,  a  young  woman,  aged  about  twenty%  having 
heard  of  tlie  success  attending  the  treatment  of  the  former 
case,  came  to  shew  me  a  lavlgk  bronchocele,  which  had  been 
incrcasing  for  four  years,  and  for  which  she  had  cm  ployed 
various  empirical  remedies,  without  deriving  the  smallest 
benefit.  Alniost  despairing  of  success,  from  the  great  size  ot 
the  tunnnir,  I  was  inducecT^  by  the  anxiety  of  my  patient,  to 
make  trial,  of  a  biuHl>Hf  treatment,  having  previously  put  in 
retjuisition  all  tliu  patience  which  she  could  muster. 

Tlie  treatment  was  commenced  in  January  1815,  by  giving 
her  calomel  with  burnt  sixnige,  and  decwlionjof  bark,  as  in  the 
former  case ;  to  which  iiowever  was  superadded  from  the  bc- 
ghinmg  the  constant  use  of  friction  three  times  a  day,  for 
twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour  each  time,  and  the  occasional 
inunction  of  camphorated  mercurial  ointment  twice  a  week 
upon  the  enlarged  thyroid  gland.  IVfy  patient  soon  grew  tired 
of  medicine,  and  in(feed  t<K>k  it  so  irregularly,  that  no  consi- 
derable effect  can  be  asc^ril>ed  to  its  influence.  The  plan 
however  was  attended  with  early  and  marked  benefit,  so  that 
«he  was  encouraged  diligently  to  persevere  in  tlie  use  of  the 
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local  remedies.  By  the  end  of  March  tl^  tumour  was  .dU 
minished  in  size  more  than  one  half,  and  by  constant  perse- 
verance it  continued  to  decrease  till  not  a  vestige  of  the  disease 
remained  behind.  She  has  now  discontinued  friction  and  every 
appUcation  for  more  than  four  mouths,  and  remains  entirely 
tree  from  complaint 

OBSERVATIOKS. 

On  comparing  these  cases,  which  are  related  simply  as  they 
occurred,  I  am  much  induced  to  doubt  the  efficacy  of  con^itu<^ 
fional  remedies.  In  the  former,  the  principal  improvement 
occurred  when  medicine  had  been  abandoned ;  and  in  the  latter, 
it  was  taken  so  irregularly,  as  scarcely  to  admit  a  conclusion  of 
Ma  efficacy.  The  impression  upon  my  own  mind,  from  a  review 
of  die  cases,  is;  that  the  principal  rdiance  in  the  treatment  of 
bronchooele  should  be  on  local  remedies,  particularly  friction, 
the  efficacy  of  which  may  be  assisted  by  tne  occ^ional  use  of 
those  appfieatioQs  which  are  calculated  to  excite  the  action  of 
the  absorbent  system.  Yet  it  will  remain  a  question,  whether 
the  tumour  would  have  been  so  quickly  or  so  effectually  dis* 
pcrsed,  unless  the  constitution  haa  been  previously  altereci  and 
improved.  Nor  is  it  perhaps  of  great  importance  to  decide  this 
question,  since  the  constitutional  .remedies  may  be  advanta^e^ 
ously  employed  for  a  time  in  idmost  every  instance.  In'this 
case,  practitioners  will  judge  for  themselves;  t  simply  relate 
the  facts,  and  leave  others  to  draw  the  inference. 


II. 

Observations  on  the  Cure  of  Dtseases  of  the  Abdomen^  By 
J.  GuMPRCCHT,  M.  D.  Hamburgh,  Counsellor  to  the 
Duke  of  Saxe-Cobourg,  Corresponding  Member  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  Montpellier,  and  Knight  of  (lie  Russian 
Order  of  St  Wladimir. 

An  indolent  circulation  of  the  humours,  and  obstructions 
of  the  viscera,  together  with  a  weakness  of  tlie  nerves  of  the 
abdomen,  are  indubitably  to  be  classed  amongst  the  most  diffi- 
cult complaints  requiring  medical  aid.  Ilesicics  tlie  application 
of  the  usual  remedies,  experience  has  ascertained  th^t  mineral 
waters  are  very  efficacious  in  these  cases;  but  the  number  of  pcr- 
Bons,  whose  circumstances  permit  them  to  take  advantage  of 
"this  remedy,  is  comparatively  very  small.  As  inward  remt^lies 
do  not,  however,  always  produce  tiie  wished-for  effect,  I  am 
about  to  propose  an  outward  very  powerful  application  for  their 
cure. 

We  are  taught  by  anatomy  that  the  numerous  plexus  ner* 
^iHTum  of  ihe  abdomen  lie  in  the  region  of  the  pit  of  tbe  sto- 
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taach :  and  we  farther  see  in  the  appearances  of  ma^etisro,  and 
particularly  in  the  application  of  it,  that,  when  the  pit  of  the  sto*- 
mach  is  operated  upon  as  the  central  point,  magnetic  sleep  suc- 
ceeds. I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  it  might  be  useful  for 
the  cure  of  the  aboire-mentioned  complaints,  to  raise  arti6dal 
sores,  in  the  region  of  the  pit  of  the  stomach  by  the  rubbing  in 
of  unguentum  ex  antimonio  taiiarizata  "'f'he  ulcers  tniis 
formed  would  stimulate  the  activity  of  the  lymphatic  and  ner- 
vous system  of  the  abdomen  in  a  distin^uishmg  mtoner. 

Experience  has  proved  the  beneficial  efficacy  of  artificial 
sores,  raised  in  the  region  of  the  stomach,  in  obstinate  spasms, 
by  the  above  ointment;  and  I  have  frequently  had  occaaon 
to  convince  myself  of  their  use  in  cases'  of  insanity.  They 
might  also  be  applicable  in  hypochondriacal  com^daints,  to  pro. 
cure  an  increasea  activity  *  in  tne  interrupted  circulation  of  the 
bumoui^of  th6  abdomen,  and  a  change  in  tbe  nervous  system; 
and  also  in  many  complaints  of  the  abdomen  occasioned  oy  ner«» 
Tous  debility. 


III. 

Upon  a  veryfrequetU  Cause  of  Female  Disorders,    By  the  Same. 

The  rational  ph^'sician  is  distinguished  from  the  empiric^ 
by  not  merely  noticing  the  symptoms  in  cases  of  disease,  but 
by  endeavouring  to  trace  these  to  their  causes.  iThe  most  ex- 
perienced physician,  however,  does  not  always  succeed  in  dis« 
covering  efficient  causes  ^  and  in  that  case  be  is  obliged  to  pro- 
ceed upon  genei^  prindples  and  a  regard  to  symptoms. 

Among  the  number  of  female  disorders,  there  are  many, 
the  causes  of  which  frequently  escape  the  researches  of  tne 
best  physicians,  and  consequently  arc  deemed  incurable. 

What  I  propose  to  notice  is  not  quite  new ;  but  the  subject, 
which  is  one  ot  very  in^portant  consequences  in  the  successful 
treatment  of  female  disorders,  seems  to  me  not  to  be  sufficiently 
attended  to :  I  trust,  therefore,  this  communication  will  not  be 
uninteresting  to  the  practical  pnysician. 

In  irritable  young  females,  the  menses  sometimes  exceed 
the  usual  state,  both  with  regard  to  duration  and  quantitj^. 
This  circumstance  is  frequently  kept  a  secret  from  the  physi- 
cian, jmrtly  from  modesty  anif  partly  fj-om  prejudice ;  many 
females  being  of  opinion,  that  the  flowing  of  the  menses  for  a 
few  days  longer,  and  somewhat  copiously,  is  conducive  to  their 
health,  by  clearing  the  bu(Jy  of*  bad  humours.  The  physician, 
therefore,  on  his  inquiry,  is  informed  that  they  are  in  aue  orde^  { 
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is  satisfied ;  and  commonly  suffers  the  matter  to  rest.  And, 
in  general^  when  this  periodical  evacuation  lasts  longer^  and 
flows  a  little  more  copiously  than  usual,  Nature  endeavours  soon 
to  restore  the  equilibrium ;  but  often  this  monthly  gradual  do« 
crease  of  the  mass  of  blood  lasts  for  years,  and  becomes  preju-  . 
dicial  to  the  whole  organism  us.  In  such  female^  hysterical 
symptoms  gradually  come  on,  accompanied  sometimes  with  a 
trouolesome  fluor  albus,  which  the  physician,  as  he  is  still  kept 
in  the  dark  by  the  answers  received  to  his  inquiries,  in  vain  at- 
tempts to  combat  with  antispasmodic  remedies. 

£xperience  has  taught  me  to  consider  this  circumstance  as 
the  frequent  cause  of  spasmodic  complaints  in  women;  and  I 
cannot  sufficiently  recommend  this  observation  to  tlie  attention 
of  the  physician,  particularly  in  his  treatment  of  youn^  sub- 
jects. By  directing  his  observation  to  this  point,  he  will  fre« 
quently  l>e  able  t9  cure  nervous  disorders,  which  defy  every 
(Mrdinary  attempt.  The  chief  remedies  against  complamts  ori^ 
einating  from  mis  cause,  are  the  preparations  of  iron,  particu- 
larly iron  tinctures^  and  the  infusum  corticis  aurantiorum.  From 
a  number  of  cases  I  will  only  select  one,  which,  as  a  striking 
instance,  deserves  to  be  particularly  noticed. 

Some  time  ago  I  was  consulted  by  a  woman  33  years  of 
age,  who  liad  been  married  about  eighteen  months.  She  had 
for  a  twelvemonth  laboured  under  spasmodic  complaints,  parti- 
cularly of  the  stomach  and  abdomen,  together  with  a  severe- 
head^^che  and  frequent  fainting  fits.  A  host  of  hysterical  symj  • 
toms  accompanied  these  complaints.  Her  appetite  was  lost ; 
and  she  felt  herself  very  wealc,  with  frequent  pains  in  the  loins. 
For  the  space  of  four  months  she  had  been  successively  treated 
with  po-werful  antispasmodic  medicines,  but  without  any  bene- 
ficial effect.  Upon  my  inquiry  whether  her  menses  were  re- 
Eular,  I  was  told  they  regularly  appeared  every  four  weeks : 
ut  on  a  minute  inquiry  I  learned  that  about  six  years  since 
they  hfid  disappeared  for  a  whole  year,  and  then  returned  regu- 
larly every  four  weeks,  but  had  continued  rather  copiously  for 
five,  six,  and  even  seven  days ;  to  which,  however,  she  had  paid 
no  attention,  considering  it  as  very  beneficial  for  her  constitu- 
tion. Two  years  afterwards  she  was  attacked  M'ith  moderate 
}eucorrhoea,  which  was  attended  with  slight  spasms  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  succeeded  by  loss  of  appetite  and  die  spasmodic 
affection  already  mentioned. 

Discerning  now  the  origin  of  her  complaint,  I  gave  her 
hopes  of  recovery.  Finding  that  her  organs  of  digestion 
were  much  enfeebled,  I  began  to  invigorate  them  by  the  ap- 
plication of  gentle  aromatic  remedies,  such  as  Tinctura  Aroma- 
tica,  with  Naphtha ;  and  to  relieve  the  spasms,  prescribed  the  - 
Hagisterium  Bismuthi  wiUi  Oleo-saccharum  Mentha?,  Tinctura 
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Valerian®  Anodyna  Lentiniy  with  Licjuor  Coniu  Ccrvini  sucri- 
})atus :  then,  to  prepare  her  for  the  iron  remedies,  proceeded 
to  prescribe  the  Tincture  of  Bark  loincd  to  the  Tinctura  Ab- 
svnthiiy  and  aromatic  baths;  ana  finished  with  the  Naptha 
ferri  acctaiU.  The  last  medicine  was  continued  in  increasing 
doBes  for  five  weeks.  By  the  careful  application  of  all  thesir 
remedies^  joined  to  exercise  and  appropriate  diet,  in  about  ten 
weeks  my  patient  was  so  completely  restored,  thai  slie  has  felt 
herself  perfectly  well  ever  since. 
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IV. 

Cbservations  on  the  Effects  of  Spiritus  Tertbinthime ;  and  some 
ether  Ktmedies.     By  -F.  W.  Weaver,  Surgeon,  Walsall. 

It  is  generally  observed,  and  the  fact  must  T)e  acknowledgetl, 
that  ere  we  form  an  opinion,  or  estimate  the  utility  of  a  fa- 
vourite hypothesis,  its  component  parts  sliould  be  analytically 
examinea  with  much  prudent  discrimination,  and  compared 
with  accurate  observations  founded  on  practical  experience. 
Were  this  always  done,  fluctuating  opinions  would  subside, 
and  diffuse  narratives,  the  mere  ephemera  of  a  day,  would  ^ve 
place  to  explicit  substantial  theory  founded  on  the  basis  of 
truth  ;  we  snould  ^ot  be  carried  away  by  every  wind  of  doc- 
trine, nor  led  astray  by  the  paptivating  and  delusive  charms  of 
obtaining  medicinal  specifics  and  infallible  remedies,  the  pro- 
lific offspring  of  a  deluded  imagination. 

Much  chagrin  and  disappointment  have  freauently  been 
expericncecf  by  placing  too  much  confidence  in  tne  virtues  of 
supposed  '*  specifics  ;^  and  recently  some,  top  hastily  and  pre- 
maturely extolled  by  professional  men  of  skill  and  judgment, 
have  been  found,  under  niore  correct  and  extensive  trials  in  prac- 
tice, to  possess  no  such  properties,  or  at  least  not  to  the  extent  so 
ostentatiously  held  forth.  We  have  been  ii^fonned,  for  exa^i^* 
pie,  that  the  '*  Spirittts  Terebinthinte^  possesses  such  wonder* 
ful  powers  and  properties,  as  to  correct  the  progress  of  the  most 
violent  of  spasmodic  affections  of  the  muscular  system;  to  cause 
in  tenia,  an  immediate  expulsion  of  the  worm ;  and  in  amenor- 
rhoea,  from  whatever  cause,  to  rouse  the  vital  energy  of  the 
uteri'ie  system,  and  speedily  promote  the  return  of  the  sup- 
pressed periodical  discnarge.  So  strongly  has  it  been  recom- 
mended from  various  quarters  of  respectability,  that  it  would 
constrain  us  to  bow  with  deference  to  the  veracity,  integrity, 
and  correctness  of  the  different  statements  with  which  we  have 
been  favoured,  relative  to  its  almost  specific  prcmerties  in  the 
above,  and  nuny  other  diseases  of  an  oppo^te  kind  and  ten* 
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dencV)  verging  close  upon  empiricism,  did  not  tiie  experience 
of  qtners  and  myself  of  its  inutility  in  spasmodic  aftections  prove 
that  we  are  not  warranted  in  assenting  to  the  too  hasty  opinion 
of  its  boasted  powers.  I  have  given  it  an  extensive  trial ;  and 
in  one  particular  instance,  of  a  female,  29  years  of  age,  who  is 
(and  has  been  for  many  years)  afflicted  %nth  the  most  violent 
epileptic  spasms  I  ever  witnessed.  As  my  patient  was  of  « 
sanguine,  strong,  athletic  habit,  I  commenced  with  general  and 
topical  bleeding,  cathartics,  epispasdcs,  &c.  and  ihen  had  re* 
course  to  the  favourite  and  popular  remedy,  beginning  with 
one  ounce,  3tiis  horis,  ex  infuso.  menthas ;  and  augmenting  the 
dose  to  two  ounces,  without  any  relaxation  or  abatement  of 
tlie  fits,  either  in  their  strength  or  frequency.  As  no,  un- 
pleasant results,,  however,  ;were  produced  from  this  powerful 
stimulus,  and  being  well  acquainted  with  her  constitution,  t 
ventured  to  give  her  four  ounces  per  se,  which  was  pro- 
ductive of  no  visible  effects,  excepting  a  slight. nausea,  and 
without  any  alleviation  or  mitigation  of  the  spasms.  As  forty- 
eight  ounces  were  given  in  about  eighteen  days  without  any 
effect,  excepting  the  nausea,  I  think  this  case  alone  (out  of 
many  I  could  relate)  is  almost  suflRcient  to  convince  the  most 
sceptical  of  the  inutility  of  this  medicine. 

In  the  expulsion  of  tenia,  it  has  succeeded  better ;  and^ 
in  some  instances,  has  brought  away  the  wfH'ms  of  an  enormoub 
length.  I  have  one  in  my  possession  36  ^^ards  long,  which 
ultimately,  however,  destroyed  my  patient. 

In  ameoorrhcBa,  I  think,  no  regular  skilful  practitioner 
would  have  recourse  to  so  uncertain  a  remedy ;  as  its  modits 
operandi  must  be  doubtful,  and  its  effects  fortuitous,  not  ^eing 
exhibited  on  any  rational  principle. 

The  accurate  and  judicious  reports  of  a  Withering^  e^  Fer^ 
rtavy  and  others,  are  indeed  well  calculated  to  inspire  with  con- 
fidence, and  to  give  energy  and  vigour  to  our  medical  pursuits. 
Tlieir  indefatigable  exertions  in  cultivating  medical  science, 
rescued  fnun  oblivion  many  valuable  remedies  which  had 
remaioed  dormant  for  centuries,  and  were  exploded  from 
practical  use  by  reason  of  ignorance,  timidity,  and  super- 
stition. By  their  investigation  into  the  medicinal  virtues  and 
properties  of  two  valuable  productions  of  nature,  the  Digitalis 
and  Elaterinro,  powerful  and  useful  auxiliaries  in  certain 
diseases  of  an  livdro]>ic  tendency,  were  brought  again  into  use, 
and  have  contributed,  in  some  degree,  "  to  the  alleviation  of 
hiunan  misery.^  The  utility  of  those  remedies,  in  the  hands 
^f  discreet  practitioners,  experience  lias  confirmed,  although, 
probably,  not  to  the  extent  to  which  we  have  been  let!  to  believe. 
The  Elaterium  I  have  reci*ntly  used  with  good  effVct,  and  con- 
sider it  a  valualile  acquisition:  —  the  viitueof  Digitalis  has 
been  over-rated. 
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The  cure  of  tenia  capitis  is  frequently  tedious,  and  pro- 
ductive of  much  anxiety  and  uneasiness. 

A  few  days  since,  an  intelligent  person  (one  of  whose  chil- 
dren was  afflicted  with  this  loathsome  disease)  informed  me, 
that  afler  having  tried  a  variety  of  means  to  little  or  no  pur- 
pose, he  had  recourse  to  <<  tan  water,"**  which  eradicated  the 
malady  in  a  few  days.  No  doubt,  water  impregnated  with  the 
astringent  principle  of  the.  quercus  cortex  may  be  an  useful 
application  iq  those  eruptive  complunts  attended  with  acrid 
secretions. 
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V. 

"Singular  Case  of  Aneurism  of  the  Aorta.     By  P.  K.  Newbolt, 
Assistant^Surgeon  to  the  North  Devon  Regiment,  Plymouth. 

Thx  subjoined  case  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta  occurred  In 
the  hospital  of  the  North  Devon  Regiment : 

James  Parkhouse,  aged  forty  years,  had  latdy  been  dis* 
charged  from  the  Marines,  in  which  corps  he  served  many 

J  ears,  and  had  enlisted  about  three  months  m  the  North  Devon 
f ilitia ;  since  which,  until  widiin  a  few  days  of  his  death,  he 
performed  his  duty  without  any  complaint  or  appearance  of 
illness.  His  muscular  powers  were  greater  than  usual  for  his 
height,  which  was  five  fee(. four  inches;  he  was  much  in  the 
habit  of  wre9tling,-and  was  a  hard  drinker. 

He  was  first  seized  October  6th,  1815,  whilst  carrying  a 
heavy  weight,  with  difficulty  of  breathing  and  a  sense  ot  suno- 
cation.  He  was  immediately  taken  to  the  Regimental  Hospital, 
and  had  then  every  appearance  of  labouring  under  a  fit  or  long 
standing  asthma,  although  he  declared  he  never  hi^d  had  a 
symptom  of  the  kind  ocfore.  An  antispasmodic  was  ffiven, 
which  produced  almost  immediate  relief;  in  the  evening  he  ap- 
]^)eared  quiet  and  easy ;  a  blister  was  ordered  to  be  applied  to 
the  chest 

6th.  He  was  much  as  on  the  preceding  evening.  His 
bowels  being  rather  confined,  he  took  an  opening  draught 
which  operated  towards  evening,  and  produced  an  alleviation  of 
symptoms.    A  draught,  with 

Antim.  Tart.  gr.  4 
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was  then  ordered  to  be  given  every  four  hours.    He  continued 
much  the  same  for  two  days'. 

8th.  During  my  evening  visit,  the  spasm  returned  with 
increased  violence ;  the  pulse  was  much  quickened,  but  very 
leeble.    I  i^mmcdiately  oraered 
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which  gave  instant  relief. 

9tb.  He  had  passed  a  restless  night.  Spasm  returned  thisi 
morning  with  BtUl  greater  severity  than  in  either  of  the  former 
attacks :  the  antispasmodic  draught  was  repeated  witliout  sue* 
oess.  Six  ounces  of  blood  w»e  drawn  firom  the  arm,  which 
had  the  desired  effect 

%  Pulv.  Ipecac  gr.  iij.  omni  mane, 

with  the  anodyne  draught  to  be  taken  at  bed  time,  and  the 
antimonial  draught  to  be  omitted.  In  the  evening  the  spasm 
returned.  He  was  again  relieved  by  blood-letting,  and  am* 
tinued  without  any  aggravation  of  symptoms  until  the  ISth. 

13th.  He  had  a  return  of  spism,  and  was  again  re* 
lieved  by  the  lancet;  and  the  cathartic  was  repeated.  Hia 
countenance  now  became  sallow  and  sunk,  wtth  a  vacant 
stare ;  he  was  hoarse,  and  his  breathing  attended  with  conti- 
nued wheezing;   the  pulse  very  feeble  and  much  quickened. 

14th.  Said  he  felt  better  than  he  had  since  his  admission. 

15th.  Still  expressed  himself  better;  hoarseness  and  wheeas* 
ing  increased ;  and  at  eleven  oVlock  P.  M .  I  was  called  to  him 
in  haste,  as  he  was  bleeding  to  death ;  which  event,  on  my 
arrival,  I  found  had  taken  place  about  ten  minutes.  On 
inquiring  of  the  orderly  man  what  the  symptoms  were  imme* 
diately  previous  to  his  dissolution,  he  said  that  he  suddenly 
leaped  fi:om  the  bed,  on  which  he  leant  forward,  threw  up 
a  quantity  of  blood,  in  appearance  not  less  than  a  gallon,  ana 
almost  direetly  expired. 

DISSECTION. 

The  body  was  examined  twenty-four  hours  after  death,  in 
tlie  presence  of  some  medical  friends. 

There  was  f^reat  lividness  of  the  integuments  alon^  tine 
cour:ie  of  the  spine  and  back  part  of  the  inferior  extremities. 
On  opening  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  the  lungs  were  found 
adhering  so  firmly  to  the  pleura,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  they 
could  be  separated.  They  were  of  a  considerably  darker  hue 
than  natund,  but  shewed  no  further  marks  of  disease;  the 
pericardium  did  not  contain  more  than  two  ounces  of  fluid  ; 
the  heart  itself  bore  no  mark  of  disease,  but  it  was  completely 
emptied,  and  exhiUted  a  beautiful  specimen  of  that  organ.  The 
aorta  at  its  origin  was  in  its  natural  state;  but  on  dividing  its  arch^ 
an  aneuri.smal  sac  was  perceived  direcdy  where  the  innominata, 
lefl  carotid,  and  subclavian  arteries  are  about  to  be  g;iven 
off.  It  rested  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  trachea,  and  burst 
duough  it,  on  the  fifUi  ring  from  its  bifurcation ;  and  as  the 
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opening  was  lar^  enough  for  the  admisnon  of  the  little  finger^ 
the  greal  quantity  of  blood  so  instantaneously  thrown  up,  by 
coming  directly  m>m  the  heart,  through  so  large  an  aperture, 
can  be  accounted  for.  The  only  mark  of  disease  in  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen  was  the  adhesion  of  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver 
to  the  stomach,  by  four  or  five  lateral  bands^  which  were  finnlf 
attached  to  both  viscera. 

What  is  most  remarkslile  in  this  case  is,  the  patient  having 
experienced  no  inconvenience  unbl  ten  days  before  his  death ; 
and  the  absence  of  every  symptom  by  which  one  might  calcu- 
late on  the  existence  of  an  aneurismal  tumour  so  near  the.gmt 
organ  of  life.  The  pulse  was  peculiarly  small  and  quick  dunng 
the  whole  stage  of  tne  disease,  which  shewed  every  symptom  of 
^  long  standing  asthma ;  an  affection  which  might  be  induced 
by  the  pressure  of  the  aneurismal  sac  on  the  trachea. 

The  singularity  of  this  case  induces  me  to  lay  it  b^re  the 
readers  of  the  Repositojiyf  the  opinions  of  any  of  whom  upon  it 
I  shall  be  happy  to  see  m  a  subsequent  Number. 
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Cases  of  Uleeratiou  of  the  Pharj/nx  and  the  Larynx,  wUh  Obstr' 
wUions  OH  the  Treatment  of  these  Diseases,  By  Jamks  B£- 
DINGFIBLD,  Apotbecary  to  the  Bristol  Infirnuuy^. 

Case  I. — PHAavNGis  Ulcebatio. 
Maugaret  Sek^y,  a^d  tliirty  years,  was  admitted  on  the 
19th  of  December  1814,  mto  the  Bristol  Infirmary,  with  the 
usual  symptoms  of  pneumonia.  For  .the  relief  of  these  she 
was  bl/ed ;  antimoniai  medicines  were  prescribed,  and  a  strict 
antipbloj^stic  regimen  enjoined,  tinder  this  treatment,  which 
was  persisted  in  for  fourteen  days,  she  appeared  to  be  nearly 
recovered,  when  she  began  to  complain  of  a  disagreeable  sensa- 
tion about  tbe  throat,  attended  with  a  disposition  to  cough,  and 
a  frequent  discbarge  of  frothy  mucus.  These  symptoms  grap 
dually  bu»me  more  urgent  and  distressing;  ana  a  hoarseness 
succeeded,  which  sometimes  was  so  great  as  to  prevent  what 
she  said  from  being  understood ;  at  other  tiroes  she  could  only 
whisper  indistinctly.  Difficulty  in  deglutitbn  and  respiration 
was  next  expeiienced.  Deglutition  occasioned  much  pain»  and 
the  inhalation  and  expukion  of  the  air  produceda  peculiar  sou  ndj 
somewhat  similar  to  that  which  may  bevfeignea,  by  drawing 

«i  ■■  ■■      ■  ■   ■'■  '       '         ■  ■■        '  ■       ■  ■       ■ II  ■*» 

*  This  valuable  communication  having  been  mislaid,  occasioii- 

{i  its  being  deferred  longer  than  it  onght  to  have  been.    We 
dpe  the  aulQor  will  aceept  this  as  an  apology.— Editors. 
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atr  quickly  and  forcibly  down  the  traciiea,  at  the  same  timecon«, 
tracting  the  glottis^  and  making  an  efibrt  to  form  the  guttural 
sound,  ur — r— rl.     Insteeid  oi  tins  noise,  occauonally  an  uo* 
pleasant  whistling  prevailed. 

These  symptoms  evidently  pointed  out  a  diminution  from, 
some  cause  in  the  eapacity  oV  the  trachea  ch*  glottis,  while  the, 
incessant  <x>ugh,  copious  expectoration  of  frothy  mucus,  and. 
pain  felt  upon  han^ng  or  pressing  upon  the  sides  of  the  thy-  , 
roid  cartilage,  seemed  to  inaicate  that  ulceration  existed  within, 
and  on  some  portion  of  the  membrane   lining  the  larynx. 
Upon  inspection  of  the  posterior  parts  of   the  fauces  and 
pharynx,  no  trace  of  disease  could  be  discovered ;  but  the 
difficulty  and  pain  in  swallowing,  rendered  it  probable,  that, 
some  morbid  i»ian^  in  structure  existed  out  of  dgbt.    The 
patient   remained  m  this  state  for  twelve  weeks,  when  the, 
powers  of  life  rapidly  declined ;  her  pulse  became  almost  imper- 
ceptible; reqHration  laborious ;  and  deglutition  nearly  stopped. , 
In  this  state  she  continued  f^ur  days,  wlien  she  suddenly  threw 
up  a  large  quantity  of  blood  from  the  lungs,  which  threatened 
instant  sufiocation.     She  expired  a  few  hours  after  this  oc- 
currence. 

£XAMl)7ATION   OF   TUB   BODY. 

The  appe»ranee  which  the  parts  exhibit  upon  dissection 
afibrded  a  satisfactory  elucidation  of  the  symptoms  which  ex- 
isted during  the  lite  of  the  patient.  In  consequence  of  a  thick- 
•ning  of  the  membrane  oi*  the  larynx  the  nma  glottidis  was 
considerably  lessened  in  its  diameter.  This,  in  addition  to  the 
smallest  traciiea  I  ever  saw  in  an  adult,  will  explain  the  cause  of 
the  difficulty  which  was  experienced  in  respiration.  .  The 
trachea  was  not  larger  tlian  we  generally  meet  with  it  in  a  child. 
of  twelve  years  of  age.  The  broncliise  were  proportionably 
amall,  and  would  not  allow  of  the  introduction  of  the  first  joint 
of  the  little  finger.  A  full  sized  urethral  lx>ugic  only  would 
have  passed  with  a  tolerable  decree  of  facility.  In  a  trachea 
BO  much  smaller  than  it  is  orduiarily  met  with,  it  is  evident, 
that  even  a  slight  diminution  of  its  capacity  must  be  productive 
of  serious  inoonvenience.  Just  below  the  arytcenoid  cartilages, 
a  cansidemble  degree  of  inflammation  had  listed.  Marks  of 
increased  vascularity  were  very  apparent  ;  the  redness  extend- 
ed itself  for  the  distance  of  an  inch  and  a  half  along  the  pos* 
lerior  part  of  the  trachea,  I  shall  have  occasion  again  to  notice 
this  circumstance,  when  describing  the  disease  which  existed  in 
the  {Aarynx. 

At  ^ne  anterior  part  of  the  pharynx,  just  below  the  rima 
([lottidis,  a-tumour,  in  shape  and  size  resembling  a  filbert,  was 
sitoated.  Its  external  surface,  or  that  part  looking  towards 
tb^  back  of  tb^  pharynx^  was  smooth,  and  it  bad  the  appearance 

ceS 


of  an  absorbent  gland.  That  portion  of  it  whidi  was  oppdeed 
to  the  anterior  part  of  the  pharynx  wsa  in  a  state  of  ulceration. 
By  its  pressure,  it  had  Hkewise'^produeed  ulc^^tion  of  its  mem- 
brane  and  the  adjacent  muscles.  This  ulceration  extended  for 
a  connderabie  way  downwards,  and  by  it  an  excavation  had 
been  effected,  whicii,  had  the  patient  lived  a  short  time^kinger, 
would  have  formed  a  communication  between  the  laryhx  and 
miperior  pert  of  the  trachea ;  the  membrane  spread  upon  those 
parts  fonninff  the  only  barrier  between  them.  This  is  the  spot 
to  which  I  alluded  as  being  in  an  inflamed  state.  This  infiiKn- 
niation  probably  induced  the  incessant  cough  with  which  the 
woman  was  harassed.  The  slight  partition  which  existed  be* 
tween  the  pharynx  and  larynx,  and  the  superior  parts  of  the 
trachea  and  oesophagus,  could  not  be  discovered  until  a  con- 
liderable  quantity  of  a  curd-like  scrophulous  matter  had  been 
dialodged  from  the  excavation.  Several  scrophulous  tumours, 
about  the  size  of  large  glandular  pacchioni,  were  i^iet  with 
upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  oesophagus.  No  disease  waa 
found  in  the  lungs  or  abdominal  viscera. 

LAHrXGlS    ULCEHATIO. 

This  disease  is  of  more  frecjuent  occurrence  than  is  gene- 
rally suspected.     It  is  often  mistaken  for  phthisis  pulmonalis ; 
blit  the  peculiar  hoarseness  and  the  difficulty  of  respiration  with 
which  it  is  attended,  tc^ther  with  an  almost  total  execnption 
from  hectic  paroxysms,  are  circumstances  which  will  enable  us 
to  distinguish  them  from  each  other.     Its  precise  nature  is  well 
elucidated  by  a  narration  of  the  following  cases. 
•     1.— William  Birch,  aetat.  39,  was  several  times  admitted 
into  the  infirmary,  in  the  course  of  three  years,  labouring  un- 
der symptoms  of  pneumonia;  which  were  uniformly  relieved  by 
venesection,  blisters  upon  the  chest,  and  low  diet.     He  com- 
plained, however,  of  a  tickling  sensation  aliout  the  upper  })art 
of  the  throat,  with  a  constant  desire  to  cough,  and  his  vuice 
gradually  underwent  considerable  alteration.     At  first  it  was 
only  thick,  but  it  became  by  de^ees  exceedingly  hoarse  and 
disagreeable.    On  the  last  time  ot  his  admission,  the  symptoms 
which  were  present  were  the  following :  hoarseness,   a  harass- 
ing  and  almost  incessant  cough,   with  a  very  copious  expecto- 
ratiou  of  a  frothy  mucus,  in  which  purulent  particles  were  pl^* 
tifully  interspersed:    the  expectorated  fluid'  had   sometime^ 
rather  the  appearance  of  pus  distended  with  minute  air  bub- 
bles than  simple  mucus.     The  pulse  was  frequent  and  rather 
full ;  the  tongue  generally  white  in  its  centre  and  florid  at  its 
edges.     The  uvula  was  seen  to  be  elongated ;  the  back  part  of 
the  fauces  very  red,  and  the  tonsils  somewhat  enlarged ;  the 
appetite  and  spirits  were  gopd,  and  there  was  no  other  feeling 
of  indisposition  tiian  that  of  lassitude^  which  a  ^dnt  of  natariu 
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Test  induced ;  for  during  the  night  the  cough  was  so  inceisaanti 
as  frequently  to  preclude  sleep  altogether.  The  body  was 
much  emaciated ;  the  skin  sometimes  dry  and  rather  hot,  and 
the  cheeks  a  little  flushed ;  but  a  profuse  hectic  perspiration  al 
no  one  time  covered  his  skin.  He  continued  in  this  state  tour 
months,  when  the  powers  of  hfe  being  utterly  exhausted,  ha 
sunk  a  victim  to  the  disease. 

EXAMINATION   OF  THE   BODY. 

The  superior  aperture  of  the  larynx  was  diminished ;  and 
its  membrane  was  thickened  and  vascular,  more  particularly 
about  the  edges  of  an  ulcer,  by  which  one  of  the  arytoenoid 
cartilage's  had  been  comdetely  destroyed  and  a  large  j)()rtion 
of  the  other  removed.  There  were  no  marks  of  disease  in  the 
trachea ;  and  as  the  ulceration  within  the  larynx  so  satisfacto* 
rily  accounted  for  the  symptoms  which  had  existed  during  life, 
the  lungs  were  not  examined. 

From  having  inspected  several  similar  coses,  in  which  no 
disease  oi'  those  organs  existed,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  giving 
it  as  my  opinion,  that  in  this  case  they  were  but  little,  if  at  all, 
affected. 

2. — Sarah  Hopkins,  aetat.  19,  was  admitted  on  the  2d  of 
June  1814,  affected  with  difficult  respiration,  accompanied  by 
a  peculiar  noise  in  the  trachea,  somewhat  resembling  croup,  a 
cough,  and  a  soreness  of  the  throat.  Upon  inspection  of  the 
fauces,  the  uvula  was  observed  to  be  elongated,  and  the  tonsils 
enlarged.  She  exliibitcd  no  marks  of  constitutional  disease  or 
debility  ;  her  pulse  was  perfectly  natural,  and  she  was  entirely 
free  from  pain  in  the  chest.  According  to  her  own  account  she 
had  been  in  the  state  above  describea  three  months. 

Treatment : 

Mittantur  sanguinis  brachio  f  ^xij. 

AppUc.  vesicat.  stemo. 

Cap.  Mist.  Salin.  Ant.  sextis  horis ;  et  lohoo  pro  tusu. 

June  4th.*— The  same  difficulty  of  respiration ;  with  the 
bowels  confined. 

•  Cap.  Pulv.  Cath.  statim  et  Mist.  Oath,  donee  alvug  responderet. 
Sum.  Pulv.  Ant.  Anod.gr.  x.  (Nosocomii  Bristollensis)nora  somm. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  she  died  suddenly :  her 
Breathing  had  become  more  laborious  the  preceding  evening. 

EXAMINATION   OF    THE    BODY. 

The  rima  glottidis  was  very  much  contracted,  and  the  epi- 
f^ottis  abraded  upon  its  sides  and  concave  surface.  An  ulce- 
ration  commencing  at  the  su[}erior  and  posterior  part  of  the 
larynx  extended  downwards  to  a  small  distance  below  the  ven- 
tricles  of  Galen.  The  trachea  was  filled  ^ith  purulent  matter. 
Upon  this  being  sponged  away,  an  extensive  and  deep  ulcers- 
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tkm  was  discovered  upon  its  posterior  part,  half  an  indi  below 
die  inferior  aperture* of  the  larynx.  Ahout  a  quarter  of  an 
iadti  below  this,  upon  the  anterior  part  of  the  membrane,  an- 
eiher  ulcer  was  situated.  This  ul^r  spread  in  a  circular  di- 
lection,  and  nearly  embraced  the  whole  areumference  of  the 
tiadiea,  for  the  space  of  the  third  of  an  mcb.  In  short,  tlie 
whole  surface  of  the  trachea  was  more  or  less  destroyed  by  tlic 
disease,  to  within  half  an  ioch  of  its  division  into  the  bronchie. 
Upon  this  small  portion,  there  were  slight  traces  of  inflaimna* 
lion,  and  its  follicular  structure  was  very  apparent.  Xhe  mep- 
brene  lining  the  bronchice  was  highly  vascular ;  but  no  disease 
existed  in  the  lunes,  heart,  or  abdominal  viscera. 

£very  case  of  ulcerated  larynx  and  trachea  which  had  fallen 
under  my  observation  has  terminated  fatally.  I  feel  myself  inca- 
pable of  suggesting  any  satisfactory  or  successful  mode  of  treat* 
ment;  but  I  suspect  however  that  much  time  is  lost  in  Iiaving  re- 
course to  constitutional  remedies,  instead  of  regarding  it  as  a  lo* 
cal  affection.     The  disease  is  extremely  insidious  in  its  approach 
and  progress,  and  will  often  commit  extensive  and  irremediable 
ravages  before  its  existence  or  nature  can  be  ascertained.     From 
tlie  IreqAjcnt  application  of  blisters  along  the  larynx,  trachea, 
and  parts  adjacent,  some  advantage  wiJi  be  denved,     lUood 
ought  also  to  be  often  drawn  from  the  same  parts  by  ^leans  of 
leeches.    I  have  never  seen  much  benefit  result  from  the  inha^ 
lation  of  any  vapour.     In  Birch'^s  case,  which  was  suspected  to 
bave  a  syphilitic  origin,    mercury  was  exhibited,    and    tJie 
fumes  of  cmuabar  inhaled :   where  such  a  suspicion  exists,    no 
doubt  can  arise  as  to  the  propriety  of  this"* practice.     May  I 
venture  to  ask,  would  it  he  adviseuble  to  make  an  opening  inta. 
the  trachea  or  larynx,  and  apply  such  substances  to  the  ulcer 
as  would  have  the  effect  of  exciting  a  healthy  action  upon  its 
surface  ?     I  have  seen  several  ulcers  u]K)n  the  surface  of  the 
body  bearing  a  very  strong  re^enlbIance  to  ulcerb  of  the  larynx, 
cur^  by  one  or  two  applications  of  nitrate  of  silver.     That  this 
IS  a  hazardous  operation  I  am  ready  to  admit ;  but  I  am  decid- 
edly of  opinion,  that  the  destructiveness  of  the  disease  fully 
justified  its  being  resorted  to.     I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  if 
the  disea^e  l)e  left  to  itself  or  combated  only  by  internal  reme- 
dies,  it  will  untformly  provt  sooner  6r  later  fatal ;  there  are 
many  chronic  affections  which,  to  be  conducted  to  a  happy  ter-t 
mination,  require  as  prompt  and  active  assistance  as  tne  mosC 
'^ute. 

Until  professional  men  arouse  themselves  from  that  apa» 
thy  with  which  tli^y  too  frequently  contemplate  danger  at  is 
distance,  the  practice  of  medicine  will  be  unsatisfactory  and  ii)*. 
effident ;  ana  many  a  valuable  life  will  fall  a  sacrifice  to  supine* 
ness,  imbecility,  or  indecision. 
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VII. 

Obacrvikions  on  a  Review  of  Dr.  Wilson  Philips  Experimentt^ 
as  ptiblisked  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of  1815. 
Bjr  VssxTAs. 

Wh£K  authors  obtrude  upon  the  public  crude  speculationt 
mnd  fanciful  theories,  they  are  hardly  enutled  to  complaia  of 
any  treatment  they  may  receive.  6ut  those  writers,  whosa 
aim  is  o^erely  to  extend  our  knowledge  of  subjects  generally 
interesting,  by  the  relation  of  what  they  have  observea,  always 
merit  our  respect,  and,  if  they  succeed  in  extending  the  limits  of 
our  knowledge,  our  gratitude.  It  is  by  such  means ^alone  that 
knowledge  can  be  extended. 

Theae  remarks  are  suggested  by  a  review  in  the  Medical 

and  Physical  Journal  for  uist  month  of  Dr.  Philips^  second 

paper  on  the  relation  which  subsists  between  the  sanguiferous 

and  nervous  systems,  published  in  the  Philosophical  Transac* 

tiona  of  last  year.     Tiie  sarcastic  style  of  the  remarks,  which 

appear  to  me  peculiarly  misplaced  m  the  review  of  a  simple 

aetail  of  experiments,  and  the  conclusions  to  which  they  lead,  is 

the  least  weighty  charge  which  may  be  brought  against  thenu 

Their  author  h&s  undertaken  the  review  of  a  work,  a  consider* 

able  part  of  which  he  does  not  appear  to  understand ;  and  when 

he  appears  to  understand,  he  seems  wilfully  to  misrepresent  iL 

How  far  these  heavy  charges  are  substantiated  by  the  following 

remarks,  I  leave  tlic  reader  to  judse. 

Were  it  not  for  the  title  of  the  paper,  there  is  nothing  in 

the  review  which  coul J  lead  the  reader  to  suppose  that  Dr« 

Philips  had  written  any  previous^ paper  on  the  same  subject; 

although  the  present  paper  is  only  a  continuation  of  tlie  former. 

The  first  experfment  \^-nich  the  reviewer  gives  an  account  of, 

relates  wholly  to  that  part  of  the  subject  which  is  discussed  in 

die  first  paper;  so  that  thi.i  experiment  is  given  without  the  least 

allusion  to  the  purpose  for  wliich  it  was  made,  although  this  is 

fully  explained  in  the  paper  reviewed;  and  in  the  quotation 

from  this  paper  which  follows,  the  passage  alluding  to  the  first 

paper  is  omitted.     For  what  reason  is  the  first  paper  unnotic* 

ed,  and  all  mention  of  it  so  carefully  avoided  ? 

It  is  apparently  the  reviewer^'s  mtention  to  give  an  account 
of  the  experiments  which  next  follow  in  the  paper,  by  which 
the  author  points  out  the  comparative  efieqts  of  stimuli  applied 
Jto  the  brain,  on  the  heart  and  muscles  of  voluntary  motion. 
Of  the  second  of  these  experiments  he  observes,  **  It  is  re* 
markable  that  no  mention  is  made  of  respiration,  the  only  im-i 
portant  circutiistance  connected  with  this  part  of  tlic  experi- 
ment^   What  is  meant  by  saying,  that  in  an  experiment  which 
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is  made  to  ascertain  how  far  the  action  of  the  heart  is  affected 
by  a  stimulus  applied  to  the  brain,  the  onlj^  imporloMt  cireum- 
itance  in  any  part  of  ,it,  is  the  state  of  the  respiration  ?  Of  this 
experiment  he  says,  **  The  wires  were  passed  as  in  the  last  ex- 
periment, and  with  the  same  result.*'  Now  the  result  of  the 
first  of  these  experiments  was,  that  the  muscles  of  voluntary  mo- 
turn  were  fmlyn^ected  when,  the  etimnlus  woe  applied  near  to  the 
origin  of  the  nerves.  The  result  of  the  other  was,  that  the  heart 
waa  crffeoted  by  ihe  stimulus  applied  to  eoery  part  of  the  brain. 

His  acx»unt  of  die  thini  experiment  is  wholly  uninteUiffi-> 
ble.  How  the  spirit  of  wine  can  be  said  to  be  applied  to  tne 
^*  extremities  of  the  nerves,^  when  it  was  wholly  confined  to 
the  brain,  it  is  difficult  to  comprehend ;  but  indeed  the  same 
inaccuracy  runs  tlirough  the  whole  of  the  review. 

**  We  could  wisli  on  this  occasion,^  the  reviewer  observes, 
^  tliat  the  author,  whilst  about  his  experiments,  had  examined 
•ome  other  muscles  of  involuntary  motion  besides  the  heart.^ 
Is  it  possible  that  the  reviewer  is  so  utterly  ignorant  of  the  first 
part  of  the  investigation,  of  the  second  part  of  which  he  is 
attempting  to  give  an  account,  that  he  does  not  know  that  Dr. 
Philip  had  made  similar  experiments  on  the  alimentary  4;^nal ; 
and  does  he  not  consider  the  vascular  system  as  muscles  of  in- 
voluntary motion,  Dr.  Philips^s  experiments  on  which  are 
related  in  the  very  paper  before  him  ? 

Mr.  Hunter,  the  reviewer  alledges,  has  anticipated  the  re- 
sults of  Dr.  Philips^  experiments.  "  The  hearths  motion,* 
says  Mr.  Hunter,  ^'  does  not  arise  from  an  immediate  impul:^ 
on  the  brain,  as  it  does  in  the  voluntary  muscle^.^  This  is  a 
peculiarly  unfortunate  quotation;  the  result  of  Dr.  Philips* 
experiments  being  exactly  the  reverse  of  Mr.  Hunter's  asser- 
tion. It  appears  from  tliem  that  the  heart''s  motion  often  does 
arise  fmm  an  imniediate  impulse  on  the  brain.  No  man  has  a 
greater  respect,  I  may  say  veneration,  for  Mr.  Hunter,  than 
the  writer  of  this  paj^r ;  but  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  affirming,  that 
the  works  of  this  ^reat  phvsiotogist  contain  no  anticipation  of 
the  views  affordecl  ny  Dr.  t'hilips'  experiments. 

The  reviewer  iigain  complains,  that  the  state  of  the  respira^ 
don  is  not  attended  to  in  Dr.  Philips^  experiments,  l)ecause'he 
has  not  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the  first  part  of  t^  investiga* 
tion,  in  which  its  state  is  particularly  mentioned,  and  the  e^j^t 
produced  on  the  heart  by  its  interruption  and  renewal  pointed 
out. 

The  real  blunder  is  curious  enough.  Dr.  Philips  has  ex- 
plained at  some  length  the  cause  of  stimuli  applied  to  the  braiH 
and  spinal  marrow  producing  effects  so  different  on  the  muscles 
of  voluntary  and  tiiose  of  involuntary  motion;  but  instead  of 
Dr.  Philips ,  tlie  reviewer  oilers  what  he  calls  his  own  expliN 


io  see  how  tbe  fina^  cause  of  inftuiiiiMrtiop  at  all  selalei  to  tike 
mibject  bcfiore  us ;  and  4ka  neTiewer  doea  »Qft  Mem  to  under* 
Btend,  iJuit  as  far  asipektef  tp  Dr.  PbJifip^  exptninents,  the 
.queetioii  is  not  respeetiag  the  final,  but  tbe  cflhnettt  oause  of  the 
jp^enomeaa  in  question.  Peiiiaps  it  nater  oocuiMd  t»  flhia  le^ 
Viewer,  that  the  difi^renoe  between  the  final  and  efficqjent  Clause 
is  a  matter  of  any  impovtanoe. 

He  then  observes,  ^  Some  ^amavks  foHew  on  tiie  e^JTetit  <|f 
iefNoaioli^nicating  sensation,"^  mo&on^  he  ahouU  have  saidj  <<  1^ 
the  aei^yoMs  ganglia.  Io  these  there  is  nothing  nemJ*  Tht 
points  OQ  ^tfais  suMect,  isoertaiaed  by  Ae  cppeiieiioe  «#Di^ 
Vhiiips,  ar^^  that  the  heart  obeys  stimuli  apphra  to  everf  jnM 
pf  the  brain  and  roinal  marroir ;  and  conie^aatly  Aat  nerval 
isauiDg  from  sangUa,  the  only  nerves  w^db  Ae  iieait  raoeivas^ 
convey  tbe  innueiice  of  every  part  of  Aese  evgaas,  whilethoe^ 
pwrta  of  the  body  ;not  supphed  with  aervas  ftoia  gttnglift  ahet 
ipnly  the  minute  pailB  of  toe  nervous  sys^oi  fiom  whicll^  thev 
nerves  arise.  Now  either  the  reviewer  Iniows  of  eMM  wcnrk 
not  known  to  the  public,  in  which  Dr.  Philipehas-lMen^rfntieipat*- 
ftd  in  this  dii;aovery,  o;-  be  l^  hetm  mM^  what  Jjie  OMpiai 

joonfibrm.  

The  suopeedin^  experiment,^  Ae  renewor  jcontiayqfc. 
^  _s  to  shew  that  if  a  fro«;'^s  head  is  cut  p§^  and rthe spmal 
marrow  destroyed^  and  the  hfood  stopjied  by  a  ligature  round 
the  neck,  ikai  the  circulation  wiH  for  a  tiiae  eo^tmoe;  Qid  any 
fioe  doubt  it  ?  or  the  inference  that  tlie  blood-vessels  retaii;i 
their  power  after  the  nervooe  system  is  destroyed.^  Is  it  pos- 
sible to  ask  a  qyestloa  which  hetr^sgreat^rigaoranoe?  la^ 
reviewer  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  works  .of  Hqfiman  and 
^ullen^  ao^  all  the  fbllowera  of  these  celebrated  writers  v-jwit)^ 
the  experiment^  of  various  physiolo^sts  of  the  first  name,  par* 
^ulariyd^M.  Jie  jGUlois^  made  for  die  express  purpiotse  df 
provine  that  tbe  power  of  the  heart  and  blood-vessds  ^  wholly 
depen&nt  on  the  n^ryx^is  ay§.tem  ? 

What  he  means  l^y  saying  t^at  d)e  expei^ments  ^bicb  pipvd 
Aat  the  vessels  can  support  the  motion  of  the  blood  indepen* 
jAently  of  tl^e  heart,  *'  are  OAly  remarkaUe  for  their  ynnecesi* 
fuaj  cruel^  and  unsati3factory  result,^  it  i^  aot  ea^y  to  com* 
{nehend.  Is  there  any  w^y  o£  ^ajang  the  eneriment  bot  bf 
Removing  the  heart  f  and  can  any  experimeti]^  be  more  satid^ilQ. 
lory  than  that  which  fully  ascertsuns  the  point ;on  account,,^ 
which  it  w^  c^e,  a  point  of  such  cQi)sequet](os'  in  Chepre^^ 
^vestigation;  that  Without  its  havipg  been  {deviously  asc^l 
tained^  some  at  the  most  important  inferences  tespecbng  -ii^Q 
fdation  whicfa  the  vesseh  bear  to  the  nervous  system^  COUla'jJM 
jkave  been  arrived  atf  —        T^ 

voXm  Vi— no.  ^.  p  j» 


AtlMfloclkiacdBB'the  leodar^s  aitelitkm  (o  the  cruelly  of 
fxperimoiU  anlhang  muiiiala»  it  was  due  to  Dr.  Philips  to  saj^ 
that  in  the  majority  of  his  enpoiments  the  aensibihty  of  the 
fHumal  was  destroyed  before  tne  experiment  was  begun ;  and 
that  this  iqppears  always  to  have  heesi  done,  except  where  it 
would  have  rendered  tfaie  experiment  uadess. 

In  one  respect  the  reriewer  does  weU ;  he  doses  his  review 
of  the  paper,  by  quoting  the  aathor*s  coodufflons.  He  prefaces 
them  however  by  the  fulowing  sentence ;  *^  we  shall  now  offer 
tlie*ai)tlMNr*8  general  oondusaons,  that  our  readers  may  see  to 
frtiat  good  purposes  Dr.  Philips  has  employed  himself.^  There 
foe  but  two  thiqp  which  can  sanction  the  sarcastic  turn  of  this 
aantence,-^ther  the  oondusions  being  of  no  importance  towards 
tiadngthe  laws  of  the  animal  oeoonomy,  or  their. ncH  being 
Intimate  infenences  from  the  experiments.  Their  importance 
fml  not  be  questioned  by  any  person  acquainted  with  the  sub^ 
jact,  and  the  reviewer  has  not  even  attempted  to  prove  that  thej 
|Ure  not  legitimate  inferences  from  the  experiments. 

I  fear  the  length  of  this  communication  may  be  considered 
loogreat ;  but  I  trust  it  will  be  excused  on  die  plea,  that  false 
impressi^s  pn  #ul^ect9  of  importance  cannot  be  too  carefully 
counteracted 

*■    ■!  I  ■    ■       *        *  ■  I     ■  ■  I        ,  , 
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AUTHENTICATED  CASES, 
OBSERVATIONS,  and  DISSECTIONS. 


JlU.'^Ohservations  on  the  frequency  of  Dysentery  at  the  Bcr-^ 
mttda  Islaifdfj  and  on  its  Mode  of  Treatment. 

The  prevalence  pf  dysentery  i;  so  common  and  fatal  to  the 
^ews  of  ships  at  the  Bermuda  Islands^  (bat  I  am  induced  to 
offer,  through  the  medium  of  the  i?e^oj^'tory,  ^  few  cursory  re- 
xnarls  from  niy  journal  upon  it,  as  it  appeared  on  board  his 
Migesty's  ship  ,,■ ,  at  the  latter  end  and  begiftning  of  the  years 
i813-.14 ;  and  of  die  plan  successfully  pursued  to  preveut  the 
oontafi;ion  spreading,  as  ^ell  as  for  tne  recovery  ^  those  af^ 
"llicted  with  it. 

"' ,'  T^he  Bermudas  possess  a}}  th^  disadvantages  of  Che  Wgst* 
tndla  ifl^ds^  without,  in  my  (q)iiiion,  having  the  advantages  inany 
^of  them  epjoj.  For  instance,  they  neither  have  fresh  stock,  ve« 
leetablesi  nor  ff uits,  in  sqfficieqt  ^antity  for  the  supply  eitlier 
of  the  army  or  navy  resorting  there.  These  islands  are  like^ 
wise  exposed  to  continual  rains ;  and  the  sun  does  not  appeac 
io  liave  power  adequate  to  the  evaporation  of  this  extraordinary 
p^;ree  of  tnoisture  of  the  atmosphere.    Hence  the  clin^^.  is  f^ 


Or  B^Kidify  ai  th  BmnikB.  Mt 


j». 


*   ^ ;.  f  I    1 1  t 


j^ ^ ,^  cause,  and  die  natond  productieQS  of  Ae  earth 

are  iK>t  so  wuodant  as  to  aflfocd  ail  tne  means  of  idief  to  lli» 

During  aouth^y  winds  the  ships  at  the  wells,  as  also  the 
hospital,  are  very  mueh  exposed  to  the  exhalaticHis  of  veiy 
large  marshes^  tilled  with  mangroves^  stagnant  waters,  ana 
decinring  weeds. 

bailors  and  soldiers^  and  those  espedally  from  colder  lati* 
tades,  when  they  arrive,  find  such  a  sudden  change,  that  they 
are  glad  to  throw  off*  ail  warm  clothing,  and  substitute  lighted 
und  odoler ;  added  to  which,  the  intemperance  of  the  men  when 
on  shore^  exposure  at  night,  owing  to  the  impossibility  to  est 
either  bed  or  lodgings,  that  this  endemic  of  the  country  is  wm 
natural  consequence  of  such  imprudendes.  I  have  aUo  <iften 
seen  them  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  eigposed  during  the  sun^a 
meridian,  with  neither  hat,  jacket,  nor  m  fact  any  covering  to 
their  heads,  necks,  or  chests ;  their  mouths  and  nostrils  niled 
with  flies;  &c.  and  thus  remaining  until  they  are  sober.  Men 
thus  situated  soon  become  much  debilitated  if  not  actually  dis» 
eased,  aud  are  ready  subjects  for  contagion. 

The  dysentery  first  appeared  on  board,  in  a  man  who 
brought  it  &om  a  prize  vessel.  Between  forty  and  fifty  men: 
were  soon  attacked  with  it.  In  three  of  the  cases  the  delirium^ 
ran  very  high ;  one  of  them  was  immediately  relieved  by  takaig 
away  eighteen  ounces  of  blood,  and  the  operation  of  an  active 
emetic  with.antimonium  tartarizdtum ;  another  by  spontaneous 
epistaxis,  and  the  rest  by  the  treatment  I  shall  presently  detail. 
All  thosick  were  ordered  to  be  confined  to  their  beds,  tor 
lie  between  blankets,  and  to  wear  flannel  waistcoats,  drawers^ 
and  night  caps.     In  short,  the  use  of  linen  was  prohibited. 

.  An  emetic,  containing  from  eight  to  eighteen  grains  of  an* 
timonium  tartari^atum  was  first  exhibited,  and  afterwards  %'. 
purging  mixture ;  and  to  some,  calomel  was  given.  The  pa«i 
tients  were  sponged,  or  bathed  with  warm  vinegar  and  water^ 
and  then  wiped  dry  with  coarse  towels.  Opium  was  sometimes 
prescribed;  out  small  doses  produced  the  best  effect,  excepting' 
where  there  was  very  great  tenesmus;  and  then  this  symptom 
was  generally  removed  by  glisters  with  opium. 

Every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  from 
spreading.  The  ship  was  fumigated;  each  man  had  a  separate 
bucket  for  his  use ;  convalescents  were  removed  to  a  private  • 
round-house;  plenty  of  fresh  air  was  admitted,  but  not  in  a 
current  immediati?ly  on  the  patients.  Dr.  Carmichael  Smyth^s 
mode  of  fumigation  was  adopted,  particular  care  was  taken  in 
tegard  to  cleanliness,  and  the  decks  were  sprinkled  often  widi 
vinegar. 


WHS  OmiM  CaUbmnibtfimL 

#flit  conf ly oa,  yet  ilill  tke  list  memaaed  five  or  nx  daOj. 

Finding  that  the  for^cmig  plah^  of  fumigadons.  Sec.  weM 
ilMffcotaal,  I  Pfopoaed  to  the  Captmn  the  propriety  of  having 
the  lowir  deck  waahed  with  tiaegar  above,  am  veU  aa  undef 
faot ;  to  ba  well  smoaked  and  dri^  with  wocxl  fires,-  vrhidi  were 
Kept  smodcing  for  the  space  of  two  hours  ;  then  to  be  white* 
washed,  and  afterwards  to  be  well  dried  with  dear  ooal  firesy 
jprevioiuly  swahtnng  the  deck^,that  nether  vineg^  nor  whiter 
wash  might  renu^n  on  them. 

The  day  after  these  operations  there  wAir  M  Additxm  of 
three  cases  only.  The  fomigalionsf  fcc.  were  continiledy  and 
anly  one  case  oceurred  on  the  following  day^  By  jk^rsevea^teg 
m  tUs  plan  tost  a  week^  no  mor^  sick  were  added  to  the  list/ 
^he  detail'  of  one  base  #iil  suffice  to  shew  the  genenJ-  ti'ttfH  mimt, 

JailkUary  Id,  18l4-»-I>.  G.-  setatis  38^  a  very  sober  mail/ 
flout  made,  but  not  altogether  of  a  very  fiall  baiMt,  had  been 
about  three  days  since  at  Uberty  on  shore.  He  states  that 
he  was  not  able  to  procure  a  bed  or  lodging,  and  was  oblij;ed 
to  deq^  under  a  bush.  His  general  complaints  are,  griwing 
pakia  in  the  boweb,  toiesmus,  with  scanty  motions,  great  t»irst 
ggid  head-adie ;  his  pulse  is  hurried  and  thready :  says  that? 
fte  had|  during  the  night,  cold  shivering  fits,  at  times  accoin«< 
l^anifid  wkh  nausea,    fie  took  the  foUowmg  emetic : 

ftk  Antimonii  Tartarizati  gr.  viy. 
Pulveris  Ipecacuanhas  gr.  xv. 
Aquee  Purs^  q.  s.  ut  fiat  haastas,  statihi  sumendus^ 

ft  waft  well  worked  off  with  wdrm  watery  and  both  pui^ged 
aiKl  vomited*  hifn.-  Ae' was  then  put  to  bedy  weU  covered  with 
blankets,  aw  supplied  with  warm  and  diluting  drinks.  Her 
Wtts  soon  asleep,  «ia  persnired  profusely. 

Sax  P.M.'— -Has  had  nve  hours  and  a  half  sleep,  and  tRrse 
mv^"^'!  which  were  very  costive.- 

Sb.  Ma^esiae  Sulphatis  ^m 
Antimoim  Tartarizati  gr.  j. 
Aquae  Menthae  Pip. 

Mbsi   Semis  aa  f^.  .^  Mibce.    Gapiat  cocU.  jlf 
lertia  qaaqiae  hata  donee  ahraa  soluU  sxt 

14th.-^He  haa  had  several  stools  durii^  the  night,  dis* 
chax;png  a  large  quantity  of  indurated  feces  v  is  much  relieved ; 
but  still  compbans  of  head^ache  and  gi^eai  thirst:  the  sldnis  dry^ 
•Ithon^  h«  naa  parapii>ed  much  duxmg  the  nights 


J 


On  iJjyeenkry  €iJt  ike  Btrnitaati  96i, 

ft.  Mi^one  Sidins  f^Bs. 

Mirtane  Camphom  f^-*Ft  Rattstos^  4tb  hah 

ft.  Pulveris  Antimohli  gr,  ir. 

Opii  gr.  •^.^-Mbce.  Ft  pilula,  4ti8  hotis  stfinenda* 

dne  P.  M. — Much  the  same  as  in  llie  morning;  Iios  IukI 
but  one  small  motion. 

Ten  P.  M<— 'Continues  as  during  the  daj,  but  bas  had 
anodier  stool. 

15th.-^ontinues  as  yesterday,  and  has  had  two  motions; 
perspired  greatly  during  the  night, 

l<)th.— As  yesterday. 

17th. — Has  had  only  one  motami  during  yesterday;  is 
troubled  with  an  unusual  degree  of  flatulence ;  with  great  ii^ 
ciination  for  going  to  !«tooi,  and  slight  gripings.  Let  him  have 
an  injection,  and  an  aperient,  with  Magn.  Vitr.  et  Infus.  Sennaew 

Two  P.  ML— The  aperient  has  o])erated  well,  and  the  in 
jection  brought  away  scybalse,  reiievhig  at  the  same  time  the 
tenesmus.  Ordered  (he  saline  drauglit  and  the  pill,  increasing 
the  opium  to  er.  ss.  and  allowing  a  little  wine,  as  he  wished 
tniid)  for  it  ana  wiis  somewhat  reduced  from  ibe  action  of  the 
cathartic. 

Ten  P.  M.-— Is  asleep  with  a  gentle  p^spiration ;  but 
his  countenance  appears  somewhat  convulsed,  as  if  in  pain. 

IStli.-— ^vcn  A.  M. — He  was  disturbed  much  during  ibt 
night  with  gripings  and  tenesmus.  An  injection  with  opium, 
and  a  draught  with  gtt.  x.  tinct  opii,  were  exhibited ;  after 
which  he  slept  for  about  tluve  hours,  when  he  Imd  a  stool 
%hich  contained  some  indurated  feces  mixed  with  mucus.  At 
hal£f»ist  six  the  tenesmus  iiikI  gripings  returned  with  double  vi* 

for.  Finding  him  in  tliis  state,  I  gave  him  an  emetic  of  Pulv, 
pecac.  gr.  XX.  which  operated  well,  and  although  it  did  not 
Droduce  any  motions,  yet  it  relieved  the  tenesmus  and  mpingsl 
He  sirat  aiter  it  about  two  hout*s.  When  he  awoke,  lie  com- 
plained  of  an  UK:lination  for  stool,  but  could  void  nothing.  A 
glyster  was  thrown  up,  ^  which  pixxluced  a  motion  composed  of 
mucus  streaked  with  blood ;  and  afterwards  he  had  a  purging 
niixttire  of  Infusion  6f  Senna  and  Sulj^ate  of  Magnesia. 

Six  P.^.-^Nu  stools.  Gave  him  five  grains  of  Calomel 
with  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  Opium. 

Ten  P.M.«^Coniplains  he  cannot  sleep,  and  has  madk 
head-ache.'  Ordered  him  to  continue  the  pufgi^g  mucture. 
likin  very  hot  and  dry.     Repeated  the  opiate. 

19th.*-£ight  A.M. — ^He  lias  had  a  restless  iii|^;  his  dda 
is  very  hot  and  dry ;  complains  of  tliirst  and  sHght  jMaaea» 

Nine  A.M. — ^Has  had  one  stool  of  oiucQa  stnaked  witli 
blood,  with  It  few  films  floating  therein*    An  injection 
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a  sinular  one,  and  relieved  the  tenesmus;   afto^  vMch  W 
boweU  were  fomented,  and  he  slefpt  for  about  five  hours. 

Halt-past  One  P.M.-^eems  easy^  and  took  a  little  tarov 
loot. 

Six  F.M.— <>Has  had  three  motions,  but  they  were  all  of 
mucu^  with  blood;  repeated  tlic  mixture,  calomel  [hU^  and 
injection.  ^ 

Twelve  P.M. — Has  had  a  stool  of  scybake  and  blood,  with 
tenesmus.  Tlie  injection  was  repeated,  which  brought  awaj 
more  scybalae,  and  quite  relieved!^  the  tenesnuiai 

20th.— Ut  heri. 

21st. — Has  had  a  very  bad  night,  with  gripings  ajvi,  tenes* 
Bius  ;  his  motions  were  sometimes  blood,  at  other  times  lump 
of  dark-brown  coagula.  He  was  now  so  much  exhausted,  that 
I  was  induced  f  o  give  him  a  little  wine  with  opium^  and  he  had 
three  injections  ;  but  these  were  of  little  service. 

Nine  A.M. — He  has  a  considerable  degree  of  fever;  pulse 
irregular  ;  tongue  furred ;  breath  foetid ;  nausea  and  tenesmus, 
and  violent  gripings.  I  now  prescribed  the  following,  which  I 
lepent  I  did  not  administer  earher : 

ft.  Antimonii  Tartarizati  gr.  xij. 
Pulveris  Ipecacu.  £r.  xv. 
Aq.  Purse  q.  s.-— Misce,  statim  sumendu8» 

After  vomiting  him  two  or  three  times,  it  then  began  to 
operate  both  as  a  cathartic  and  an  emetic,  brining  away  a  vast 
.qufllhtity  of  scybalte,  mixed  with  a  kind  of  putrid  sanic  s.  After 
its  operation,  which  was  smart,  he  had  some  negus ;  he  was 
then  well  covered  with  blankets,  supplied  with  warm  drinks, 
and  kept  in  a  continued  perspiration  for  the  space  of  thirteen 
liours:  he  then  had  a  motion  without  the  least  signs  of  blood, 
mucus,  or  seybala^. 

22d.— -IVly  patient  has  had  a  tolerabl v  good  night ;  he  passed 
three  motions,  and  one  was  with  scybalse  \  he  is  perfect^  free 
ftom  fever  or  head-ache ;  but  complains  of  great  debility.  I 
allowed  him  a  small  proportion  of  wine,  and  gave  him  gomg  to 
bed  the  following : 

R.  Infusi  Sennse  f^j. 
Vini  Antimonii, 
.      ,      Tinctune  Opii  aa  HI  vi. — ^Ft  haustus. 

j23d.-*-Two  natural  stools  during  the  night.  Cont  haust. 
ttt  heri. 

SSth.-— Allowed  him  some  broth ;  is  a  little  costive ;  gave 
him  an  aperient. 

26th.-^Several  motions ;  passed  a  very  good  night ;  com- 
flttns  of  hunger ;  allowed  him  moderate  cuet. 

SUt.-— A  Uttle  costive;  gavehim  an  aperient  He  g?Wi 
daily* 


Case  4^  TAe9  mUc  Ifyiriieep/ialw.  fXIt 

Feb.  kt.-~Tfae  aperient  operated  well  He  hacr  had  a  good 
xught. 

Sd. — Continues  easy ;  but  is  very  mucb  debilitated. 
&l-»>Ha8  a  slight  marrhoea.    Prescribe  the  foUowisg; 

Su  Infusi  QuassiflB  f^j. 
Tincture?  Zin^beris  f^. 
Tinctura?  (^ii  V(i  v. 

Acidi  Sulp.  diluti  Tix.  x.-^Ft.  haustus^  4tiii.  hcrii 
sumendus. 

4th.— The  diarrhcea  is  relieved  \  say%  he  is  stronger ;  and 
Sods  himself  better  since  he  took  the  last  medicine.  AUowed 
\m  wine, 

12ih. — ^Improved  in  every  respect 

From  this  time  he  became  convaletscent,  debility  being  his 
only  complaint, 

* 
VIII.— -Case  of  Tabes  with  Hydrocephalus;  and  the  ExanA 

nation  post  Mortem. 

The  subject  of  the  following  examination  was  a  child  about 
eight  months  old,  whose  bowels  in  its  earliest  infiemcy  became 
very  much  deranged  under  an  attempt  to  bring  it  up  by  hand, 

A  wet  nurse  was  procured  at  tne  end  of  a  fortnight,  and 
the  child  recovered.  At  the  age  of  three  months  it  was  weaned, 
and  in  three  weeks  afterwards  the  same  disturbance  in  th^ 
Ibowels  recurred.  This  continued  for  a  fortnight,  when  tlie 
phild  was  brought  to  London.  The  stools  were  at  this  dma 
colourless  and  very  solid;  changing  afterwards,  under  the  im 
fluence  of  calomel,  to  an  appearance  Cke  spinach,  and  then  bet 
coming  at  times  nearly  natural.  The  abdomen  was  tense  and 
tumid,  but  often  varymg  in  degree ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  means 
employed,  the  child  condnuea  to  waste,  until  it  became  enia^ 
pated  in  a  very  extraordinary  d^ee.  There  were  almost 
constant  expressions  of  uneasiness ;  but  rarely  of  acute  sufow 
isff ;  and  it  was  only  in  the  last  ten  days  that  there  were  an^ 
indications  of  mischief  in  the  head,  and  these  were  not  concliw 
sive.  In  the  last  two  months  the  child  was  wholly  supported 
by  a  woman^  milk,  which  was  constantly  drawn  fioin  th^ 
(mast,  as  it  could  not  be  made  to  suck*  It  died  inasligfat  cosir 
yulsion  fit 

niSSECTIOK. 

Iif  the  tAorajr,the  heart  and  lungs  werefound  perfectly  sound 
and  healthy,  excepting  that  they  were  unususDypalud  and 
bloodless. 

In  the  abdomenj  the  liver  appeared  nearly  of  its  natural  nzs^ 
of  a  pale  lemon  colour,  and  auite  soft  and  pulpy,  especially  am 
its  under  side.  The  gall  bladder  was  empty  and^oolourless,  and 
^ntracted  to  the  size  of  a  common  quilL    Nearly  the  whole  oC 


ibs  misnisne  ^ncb  vi^rt  efi|bd*ged  and  kidurste^ ;  lut  the 
stomach,  sjdeen,  and  intestines  shewed  no  appearance  of  d'o^ 
cose*  A  ttnaO  quantify  of  fluid  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen. 

On  attempting  to  remoye  the  eraniumj  very  considerable 
difficulty  was  experienced^  from  the  dura  mater  adhering  to  it 
with  an  uncommon  degree  of  firmness  throughout  its  wholf 
•stent  loimediately  under  the  dura  mater  was  a  collectioDof' 
fluid,  amounting,  witli  what  afterwards  escaped  from  the  ven^ 
teMes,  to  between  four  and  five  ounces*  The  brain  was  unusu- 
iUy  soft  and  pulpy.  The  teeth  were  in  a  state  of  forwardness; 
but  none  liad  pierced  the  gums :  the  irritatiop  they  eitcited  war 
IDOV^  tfa§n  pnce  relieved  by  the  lancet. 

IX.<->-^fl»f  qf  Suppressitm  of  Urine. 

A  TOVKO  won  AN,  aged  23^  applied  on  the  26tb  c^  Deccnor 
ller  181  jS,  for  relief  from  a  suppression  of  urine«  wliich  appeared 
to  have  been  gradually  coming  on  her  for  four  years.  At  fre^ 
qnent  periods  she  had  had  a  difficulty  m  passing  her  urine ;  so 
HnxtAt  so,  that  she  was  often  three  cjuarters  of  an  hour  in  evacu- 
fitittg  a  small  quantity,  and  then  it  was  done  with  much  pain. 
Che Itad  endured  it  without  applying  for  medical  aid  durin;^  the 
tfbore  time ;  but  being  in  extreme  pain  from  retention  and  the 
adten^pt  to  void  th^  unne,  she  applied  for  relief. 

There  did  not  appear  any  fulness  of  the  atxlomen  on  exa: 
)BB0R99<yA ;  but  there  was  an  appearance  of  inflammation  at  tlie 
cvtffee  of  the  urethra.  Some  actively  aperient  medicines  were 
fxhibtled,  which,  with  wann  fomentations  to  the  perineum,  gave 
case,  and  enabled  her  to  pass  some  little  urine.  The  next  day 
the  eadieter  was  attempt,ed  to  he  introduced ;  but  the  excruci' 
Ming  i^ony  she  appeared  to  endure,  and  the  obstruction  it  met 
wM),  obBged  it  to  tie  laid  aside.  Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were 
Ufcen  iVpm  the  arm,  and  bottles  of  hot  water  coi>tinued  to  the  pe- 
liiieuTn.  This  antiphlogistic  treatment  afforded  more  relief; 
inxt  still  h$T  urine  was  not  frequently  nor  freely  evacuated.  The 
^  IQtfiemef  prescribed  eon^sted  of  saline  and  mucilagiiious  dfr 

'  On  tha  SOth  I  was  sent  for  in  a  graat  hurry,  the  patient 
Mug  wd  to  he  dying.  On  my  i^rrival  her  whole  appearance 
denoted  hor  to  be  in  violent  pain,  from  an  immense  iiccumula- 
Am  tf  jxmt.  Her  abdbmett  Vas  very  much  swollen,  whicl) 
mi  proceeded  to  the  present  ularming  extent,  only  fn»n  the 
orior.  moTTiing;  It  wa^  evident  tha(  the  urine  must  biP 
Oniirti' oif  in  mtit^  mairner ;  and  fVom  th^  impossibility  to  pass 
^  catthrter  hjM'^Dire^  it  Wj^s  &0n  resorted  to  vnth  little  hopes  of 
,|RM«^:  but  after  a  4^w  mmotes^  cautious  trial,  it  suddenly 
pM|Ba  iittp  (Ik  b^adder^  ^^  -^     ^    ^  pfuahedby  son^  pbstruo- 
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don,  and  a  whole,  wash-hand-basonful  of  urine  was  immediately 
evacuated;  since  which  she  has  been  progtessively  amending*^ 

PART  II 
ANALYTICAL   REVIEW. 

L 

Medifo^hirurgical  Transactions,  pubb'shed  by  the  Medical  ani  - 
Chirurgum  Society  of  London,       Vol.  VL   Svo,  pp.  676» 
Plate&   Lon^an  and  Co.  1815. 

WkeEt  any  proof  required  of  the  advantages  which  the  arts 
vaA  sciences  Ivive  derived  from  bringing  men  of  similar  habits 
and  views  together,  we  need  merely  refer  to  the  volumes,  of 
>hich  tliat  now  before  us  is  the  sixth,  of  a  series,. published  by 
the  Medical  and  Chirnrdcal  Society  of  London,  a)»  an  example 
of  what  has  been  effected  for  Medical  Science  by  such  an  asso- 
ciation. Eaph  successive  volume,  as  it  lias,  apj^eared,  has  not 
only  tended  to  raise  the  characters  of  the  individual  contributors,^ 
ana  shed  an  additional  lustre  on  the  Society ;  but  has  contri-' 
buted  in  an  eminent  degree  to  forward  the  objects  of  medical 
Fiterature :  and  if  the  volumes  be  critically  examined,  we  have 
no  hesitation  in  affirming  that  their  value  will  be  found  to  be 
in  the  ratio  of  the  recentncss  of  their  publication ;  and  that 
the  present,  as  it  is  the  latest,  is  also  the  most  valuable  of  the 
series.  As  we  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  eulogizing  either 
individuals  or  public  bodies,  we  trust  we  shall  not  be  accused  of 
flattery  on  the  present  occasion,  by  those  who  are  not  acquainted 
with  the  object  of  our  praise ; — by  those  wlu)  are,  we  know  we 
shall  be  regarded  as  simoly  bestowing  the  meed  of  approbation 
where  it  is  justly  meri tea.  . 


*  From  previous  ami  a  long  neglected  state  of  inflammation,  it 
is  po^ible  thiit  a  partial  adhession  of  the  meafux  urinarius  had  taken 
place  in  this  case ;  and  that  there  was  a  forcible  separation  of  the* 
newly  adhering  parts^  by  the  slight  violence  used  on  the  second 
attempt  to  introduce  the  catheter.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
cause  of  obstmction,  we  apprehend,  frota  die  account  given,  that 
this  was  one  of  those  cases  in  which  much  mischief  is  likely  to  occur 
ffom  the  too  common  practice  of  giving  diuretics,  wh^i  distensioii 
of  the  bladder  originates  from  a  retention  of  urine.  Medicines  that 
increase  the  secretion  of  the  kidneys,  must  agen^vate  tlie  symp« 
toms  when  the  .suppression  is  occasioned  by  stnctiure  or  other  ob<^ 
structions.^-EniTORS. 

VOL.  v.— ^o.  27.  IK 


tlO  Inalytiad  Ectitw. 

In  laying  before  our  readers  die  onalyo^  of  this*  volim^ 
we  will  uot  attempt  any  arraugcnjent  of  ihe  iMipers,  but  notice 
them  as  they  successively  occur ;  merely  observing^  that  we 
cannot  perceive  the  principles  which  have  fixed  their  atuations 
in  the  volume;  as  they  arc  not  given  either  according  to  their 
length  or  their  importance,  or  in  tlie  order  of  time  in  wbidi 
they  were  read ;  but  amear  to  liave  been  printed  either  ac- 
cording to  some  whim  ch  the  council,  or  as  tney  wiere  accident- 
ally drawn  from  the  portfolio  of  the  secretary.     This,  however, 
is  of  minor  importance ;  and,  although,  we  are  to  regard  the  ag« 
greg^ate  credit  las  reflected  upon  the  Society,  yet  eaca  paptf.  is  to 
be  viewed  as  an  isolated  essay,  for  the  management  of  wliidi 
the  author  alone  is  responsible.    Many  of  the  articles  scarcely 
admit  of  abridgement ;  and  we  re^t  that  tbe  narvDwness  a 
our  limits  prevents  us  from  making  froip  scmie  of  them  such 
ample  extracts  as  we  feel  inclined  to  do:  we  shall,  however,  eiv- 
deavour  to  give  as  correct  a  sketch  rf  each,  as  the  coifcise  me- 
fthod  to  which  we  are  confined  permits. 

1.  An  Jetount  of  the  Origin  and  Progres$  of  Ike  Plague  in 
the  Island  ofMalta^  in  tkt  Year  lbI3,  by  Robert  Calvert,  M.D. 
Physician  to  tbe  Forces. 

The  object  of  this  jumper,  as  stated  b^fr  the  author,  is  to 
give  a  *^  faithful  narrative  of  the  introduction  and  progress  of 
Uie  plague  at  Malta,^  in  1813;  and  to  ascertxdn  <<  tlielaws  of 
pestilential  contagion,^  so  as  to  discover  the  b^t  means  of 
warding  off  the  approach  of  the  disease  from  our  ports. 

The  style  of  the  narrative  is  simple,  ))erspicuous,  and,  for 
the  nature  of  the  subject,  sufficiently  ele^nt ;  the  cases  are  re- 
corded as  they  occurred^  and  traced,  ih  a  very  satisfactory 
manner,  as  nearly  ms  possible  to  their  sources :  and  the  details 
tliroughout  possess  a  considerable  degree  of  interest 

It  aj^ars  that  the  Island  of  Malta  was  perfectly  free  from 
any  disease  reseiubling  plague  until  the  1st  of  April,  when  the 
captainof  theSan  Nocolo,  a  vessel  which  had  arrived  from 
Alexandria  on  the  SOth  of  March,  *^  who  was  in  the  lazaret, 
*was  sucldenly  seized  with  head-ache, giddiness,  and  other  symp 
tom's  of  that  disease ;  and  died  in  the  course  of  about  thirty-six 
bours.^  The  plague  was  raging  at  Alexandria  when  this  vessel 
left  that  port ;  and  two  of  the  crew  had  died  during  the  voyage, 
with  symptoms  which  strongly  evineed  that  the  disease  to  which 
they  had  fallen  victims  was  the  plague.  The  servant  also  of 
die  captain,  who  was  in  the  la2aret  with  him,  was  seized  *<  with 
ftmilar  symptoms,  and  died  after  a  like  interval:^  after  which* 
although  the  ship  was  sent  back  to  Alexandria,  and  the  most 
jtididous  precautions  weie  taken  to  prevent  the  pestilence  from 

Spreading  in  the  island,  yet,  various  cases  soon  appeared  in 
lieie&t  paru  of  Vaietta  and  Floriana,  while,  by  d^^rees,  it 
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extended  to  the  adjacent  viUages,  occasioning  scenes  of  distrnd 
of  the  most  afficting  description ;  and  did  not  abate  until  tha 
middle  of  December. 

Reasoning  on  this  narrative,  that,  from  the  measures  trhich 
were  adopted,  the  disease,  could  not  have  spread  by  contact; 
Dr.  Calvert  conceives  that  the  only  explanation  which  can  be 
given  of  its  introduction  and  progress  on  this  occasion,  must 
rest  on  the  supposition  that  the  contagion  or  virus  of  the  dis^ 
ease  is  diffusible  in  the  atmosphere;  and  tha)  through  that 
medium,  those  predisposed  to  the  disease  became  affected. 

"  I  do  not  mean  to  deny/'  says  he>  *'that  contact  generates  the  di«^ 
ease;  on  the  contrary^  I  am  persuaded,  that  this  or  vicinity,  particu- 
larly if  long  continued,  is  tne  most  certain  nuxle  of  communicating 
it,  as  the  history  of  the  progress  of  the  plague  at  Malta  sufficiently 
illustrates;  but  I  am  inclined  to  deny  tnsflt  diis  is  essential  to  the 
propagation  of  the  contagion. 

'^  It  appears  to  me,  Siat  this  oontag!on  or  principle  of  plague, 
iH  diffusible  in  the  atmosphere  to  a  distance  greater  or  less  from  an 
infected  body,  according  to  the  climate  and  season  of  the  year,  and 
pos<dbly  to  other  peculiar  states  of  the  atmosphere^  with  whidi  we 
are  unacquainted :  that  in  the  spring  or  summer  season,  a  single  inr 
fiTted  person  is  sufficient  to  contammate  the  air  of  a  whole  city ; 
and  that  those  who  happen  to  be  then  exposed  to  febrile  causes,  or 
otherwise  predisposed,  are  the  first  to  become  its  victims.  That 
diese  newly  infected  persons  generate  a  fresh  supply  of  poison,  in- 
creasing its  strength  and  influence,  till  at  length  it  becomes  so  poW« 
ertul,  that  nothing  but  the  winter  season  will  entirely  put  a  stop  to 
it.  Nor  is  thts  wide  diffusibility  of  the  pestilential  poison  from  the 
body  of  one  man,  more  wonderlul  than  that  of  a  grain  of  musk  th.it 
will  9enniiihf  affect  the  air  in  a  kkwq  for  twenty  years  together,  with- 
out suflering  any  diminution  of  its  volume. 

"  In  this  way,  and  in  this  way  alone^  we  are  able  to  explnin  the 
first  introduction  of  the  plague  into  Malta,  in  the  yeai*  1813.  Prom 
-|he  nature  of  this  situation,  and  from  the  description  of  the  people 
who  governed  and  inhabited  it  at  that  period,  Malta  was  better  cal* 
ciliated  to  clear  up  this  point  than  almost  any  other  place.  So  ac« 
tive,  indeed,  was  every  eye>  and  so  anxious  every  heart,  from  know, 
ii^  that  the  pkgue  was  within  die  port,  that  it  is  next  to  an  impos- 
nbilitj  that  it  could  have  been  brought  in  by  clandestine  inter<« 
coune.  Tb/bJCitm  of  the  infected  diip  was  securely  locked  up  in 
the  lazaret ;  guarda  were  placed  upon  the  ship  itself  as  long  as  it 
continued  in  the  harbour,  while  every  suspected  person  was  seized 
and  carried  to  the  laaaret  But  all  was  to  no  purpose.  The  disease 
Mcnfd  to  laugb  at  their  exertions,  while  it  lumped  from  house  to 
houae^  and  from  street  to  street.  Those  who  had  no  couununication 
togedieri  as  well  as  tSbse  who  had^  MI  alike  victims^o  its  fury. 
Hiothing  could  faring  to  l^ht  the  way  in  which  the  iniection  was 
biou^it  Surely,  if  any  evidence  had  been  forthcominfi;,  it  would 
Bot  luve  been  kept  back  when  a  free  pardon  was  offered  to  the  de« 
)pnq(ieiitsybeade«  a  rfwaid^C  a  thousand  sendee;  or,  if  this  way  not 
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'Sufficient,  the  dreadful  anathepuu  th&t  issued  from  the  church  oobU 
^ot  have  failed  to  produce  confession.  As  many  of  the  guard  roast 
have  been  in  the  secret,  had  any  thing  been  taken  from  the  ship^  in 
it  not  probable  that  some  one  of  these  would  have  stepped  forward 
to  accept  this  reward  and  for/;riveness  ?  That  the  disease  was 
brought  in  by  plundering  the  ship,  however^  is  rendered  still  less 
probable,  from  the  circumstance  oi*  nothing  happening  to  the  men 
who  reconducted  her  to  Alexandria,  nor  yet  to  those  who  took  out 
4he  cargo." — pp^  54-^57- 

Although  we  must  confess,  that  the  reasoning  of  our  au- 
thor, as  far  as  it  is  borne  out  by  the  evidence  \fi  tne  narrative, 
is  very  satisfactory,  yet  we  feel  slow  in  admitting  it  as  perfectly 
conclusive :  ft»r  were  we  to  allow  the  principle  to  the  full  extent 
which  he  contends  for,  wc  should  feel  it  difficult  to  explain  why 
the  English,  who  shut  themselves  up  in  Aleppo  and  iu  Con- 
stantinople during  the  periods  in  wnicli  plague  has  raged  iu 
these  cities,  have  escapea ;  •  w)>ile,  from  the  deaths  of  thousands 
around  them  in  every  direction,  tJie  atmosphere  must  have  been 
fully  saturated  with  the  miasm  of  the  disease.  Be  this,  how. 
ever,  as  it  may,  we  implicitly  agree  with  Dr.  Calvert  in  his 
opinions  with  regard  to  lazarets ;  and  trust  the  following  hints 
may  attract  the  notice  of  those  who  have  the  power  to  apply 
them  to  practice. 

"  Instead,  then,  of  voluntarily  admitting  ships  known  to  be  in* 
fected  willi  plague  into  tlie  very  bosom  of  our  cities,  we  ought  to 
use  the  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  sudi  an  occurrenc^e :  not,  how* 
•ver,  by  compelling  the  unlortmiate  crew  to  seek  refuge  amongnt 
the  merciless  waves,  but  by  erecting  lazarets  in  such  situations  a^ 
woiUd  not  endanger  the  public  safety.  Neither  does  it  follow^  that 
because  tlie  founders  of  existing  ones  were  ignorant  of  the  laws  of 
the  contagion,  they  should  be  continued  in  use." — p»  62,  63. 

These  observations  become  ni6re  important  at  the  present 
moment,  when  the  nnmbers  of  our  countrymen  in  the  Mofli- 
tcrrancan  and  Levant  must,  necessarily,  increase  with  the  isx ten- 
sion of  our  }X)sscssi()ns  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe, 

2.  J  Case  of  Lacked-Jaw^  cured  by  Oil  of  Turpentim  givtn 
as  a  Gli/sier ;  liy  Edward  Fhilli])s,  M.D. 

This  was  a  well-marked  case  of  tetanus,  evidently  proceed* 
ing  from  intestinal  irritation ;  as  the  ailection  of  the  jaw  was  pre^ 
ceded  by  symptoms  of  an  hysterical  nature.  The  patient,  d 
young  lady,  was  bled  both  locally  and  generally ;  her  bowels 
were  very  freely  evacuated  with  calomel  and  scammony  t*  tlie 
warm  bath  was  frequently  had  recourse  to,  and  laudanum  ex^ 
bibited  in  large  doses,  but  witliout  any  beneficial  effect ;  on. the 
contrarj',  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  Dr.  Phillips^  at^ 
tendance,  tjiere  was  an  aggravation  of  all  the  syoq^toms. 

^  On  entering  the  room/'  says  theavtiwr/  "  I  fouml  Miss  S*  m 
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•trong  and  frequent  cipasms ;  the  abdominal  nniscles  were  parties* 
larly  affected,  and  tlie  musdes  of  the  face  also  partook  of  the  gene- 
ral ccmflict;  syncope  canie  on,  and  the  pulse  was  weaky  rapid,  aiuL 
IntermittinK.  The  sickness  returaed,  and  was  almost  incessant,  igdd 
tired  natui'e  seemed  nearly  exliaubted  under  such  acoumulated 
sufferings.  . 

"  I  immediately  desired  that  a  cl^^ster  might  be  thrown  up  with 
some  force  from  a  syrin/^e,  composed  of  hidf  an  ounce  of  tuiyen-. 
tine,  nibbed  down  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  in  eight  ounces  of  mfu- 
sion  of  senna ;  and  as  Mr.  Poore  arrived  just  as  the  clyster  wag 
brought,  we  agreed  to  wait  and  see  the  effect  it  might  produce.  In 
about  dve  minutes  after  the  enema  was  given,  we  were  in  a  hurried 
manner  called  by  Miss  S/s  mother  to  go  into  the  bed-room,  and  to 
our  great  joy  and  surprise  we  found  our  ptitient  sitting  up  in  the 
bed  smiling,  the  jaw  was  completely  unlocked,  and  she  with  great 
complacency  thanked  us  f«»r  the  great  and  almost  instantaneous 
relief  we  had  afforded  her.  She  was  aWe  to  rhove  the  left  arm  ahd 
leg,  and  tliere  was  a  total  subsidence  of  the  disease  and  its  attend- 
ing bad  symptoms.  A'ghiss  of  wine  was  given  to  her,  which  she 
drank  without  any  difficulty.  As  it  was  late,  I  reqnested  that  she 
might  be  kept  as  quiet  as  possible,  and  her  friends  were  prohibited 
from  holding  any  unnecessary  conversation  with  her. 

<*  I  now  became  anxious  to  learn  from  my  patient  some  parti- 
culars of  her  own  feelings  during  the  operation  of  the  clyster.  It 
appears  that  almost  immediately  after  it  was  given,  she  felt  a  glow 
of*  heat  accompanied  with  a  prickling  sensation,  first  in  the  calls  of 
both  legs,  pursuing  the  course  of  the  spine  up  to  tlie  neck,  and  after^ 
wards  to  the  head  and  face  ;  the  room  then  appeared  to  her  to  be 
full  of  smoke,  and  the  jaw  instantly  fell.  To  her  mother  and  two 
young  ladies  present,  there  was  a  visible  change  in  the  ccHintenance, 
which  led  the  two  latter  to  retire  from  die  bed-side,  und^r  the  im- 
pression that  she  was  dying." — pp.  69 — 71. 

There  was  no  return  of  the  disease ;  and  hv  the  assistance 
of  gentle  tonics  and  aperients,  the  general  health  was  rapidly 
restored.  Dr.  Phillips  offers  no  explanation  of  the  modus  opc^ 
randi  of  the  oil  of  turpentine  ;  although  he  adds,  **  that  tlie 
whole  plan  of  treatment  pursued  was  the  rei?ult  of  much  pre- 
vious reasoning  and  careful  doduction.'"  This  is  certainly  to  be 
regarded  as  a  defect  of  the  paper  t  for  Wen  on  erronGOui, 
theory  is  lictter  than  none ;  inasniiJch  as  it  leads  practitioners 
to  thmk,  and  prevents  the  disappointments  which  mutit  neces- 
sarily result  from  the  prescribing  remedies  on  mere  empirical 
principles ;  or  because  they  may  have  proved  beneficial  in  cases 
of  an  apparently  similar  description. 

3.  A  Case  of  an  extraordinary  Enlargement  of  the  Scrotum^ 
with  an  Operation  succesfi fully  performed  for  itt  Removal ;  by 
John  Maddox  Titley,  M.D.  of  St.  Cliristopher.  "' 

The  subject  of  tnis  extraordinary  case  was  a  negro,  thirty 
jears  of  age,  wliose  scrotum  had  begun  to  enlarge  at  an  eArly 
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period  of  hie  life,  when  he  was  attacked  with  the-  sireffing  of 
tbe  legs  peculiar  to  Barbadoes,  and  aome'tiine  after  be  had 
received  a  kick  on  th«  right  testicle  ftom  a  mule.  But  as  the 
testicle  was  reduced  to  its  natural  size  before  the  scrotum  began 
to  enlarge,  the  disease  cannot  be  regarded  mb  connected  with 
this  loc^  injury.  The  following  is  the  state  in  which  Dr. 
Titley  found  the  diseased  part. 

"  On  removing  Im  petticoat,  there  was  expoied  lb  view,  atu* 
moor  of  mther  an  «wat  form,  seemingly  suspended  from  and  gtvallj 
stretching  the  abdominal  integuments  and  spermatic  cords^  reaehing 
bad(wards  to  the  veige  of  ^e  anus,  and  descendinff  to  within  an 
inch  or  two  of  the  ground.  It  measured  longitudmally  from  the 
ayinphjsis  pubis  to  its  ba^e  29  inchest,  circularly  43.  The  spermatic 
"cords  could  be  distinctly  felt,  somewhat  enlarged^  the  penis  was  com* 
pletely  enveloped ;  the  urine  was  disc!;arged  in  a  tuM  stream  and 
without  difficulty  at  an  orifice  situated  nine  inches  below  the  pubis ; 
en  stretching  this  laterally,  the  extremity  of  the  penis  could  be 
stei  at  the  duitsnceof  about  three  inches ;  this  canal  was  formed  by 
an  elongation  and  distention  6i  the  prepuce.  The  surface  of  the 
tumour  was  equal,  smooth,  with  superBaal  veins ;  tlie  superior  part 
thinly  interspersed  with  hair ;  the  inferior  scaly  at  times.  The  in<* 
teguments  felt  extremely  thickened,  but  were  not  of  equal  firmness, 
and  retained  for  a  time  the  impression  of  the  finger.  His  appetite 
was  good,  his  bowels  regul^,  and  his  genera]  health  unimpaired. 
He  informed  me  that  when  on  his  back  in  bed,  and  under  uie  im- 
pression of  lascivious  id^s,  he  was  subject  to  erections  of  the  penis^ 
at  which  times  this  member  would  proj<*ct  an  inch  or  two  at  the 
orifice  above  mentioned ;  but  that  tne>'  were  never  terminated  or 
attended  by  seminal  emis9ion8.*'-«-pp,  ^S,  l6. 

The  tumour,  which  was  very  judiciously  and  dexterously 
removed,  weighed  seventy  pounds!  The  testicles  occupitnt 
their  natural  position :  one  was  about  the  size  of  a  hen^s  egg; 
the  other  was  rather  diminished,  atid  its  vagina)  coat  oontaineci 
three  pints  of  water.  The  parts  liealed  kindly ;  and  the  pa* 
tient  was  under  a  course  of  (owler^s  solution  of  arsenic,  with 
tlie  view  of  removing  the  swellings  of  the  legs^  when  tlie 
communication  was  transmitted  by  the  author, 

4.  On  Ae  Use  of  Nicotiana  in  Retention  of  Urine ;  by 
Henry  Earle,  £»q.  Surgeon  of  the  Foundling  Hospital. 

The  author  of  this  paper  was  first  led  to  propose  the  admin 
nistration  of  tobacco  **  in  obstinate  cases  of  retention  of  urine^ 
in  a  paper  on  diseases  of  the  urethra,*^ 'which  was  drawn  up 
tfouie  years  ago  for  a  medical  society.  The  communication  be- 
fore us  contains  the  successful  result  of  his  practice  with  this  . 
powerful  antispasmodic  in  three  well-marked  cases  of  that  dis- 
ease. The  remedy  was  employed  in  the  lorm  of  enema,  the 
infusion  "  being  of  the  irlrenglli  of  one  drachm  to  eight  ounces 
of  water.""    The  visible  effects  were  fiiiutness,  languor,  an<^ 
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Saxamj  perspiniticm';  doting  whidi  the  urine  ^owed.  l%e 
resulto  of  Mr.  £arie*s  employment  of  tobacco  in  these  caaes 
are  too  important  to  be  overlooked  by  practitioners ;  but  in 
adpptiDg  toe  pnu^tice,  we  trust  they  wul  bear  in  mind  the  judi- 
cious obaenratum  with  whidi  he  closes  his  remarks,  that  ^  it 
vught  not  to  be  adopted  indiscriminately  in  slight  cases,  bu( 
reserved  for  instances  were  more  simple  means  have  failed.^ 

A  case  of  tetanus  is  subjoined,  which  terminated  fatally  | 
but  in  which' the  tobacco  enema  evidently  afforded  a  temporary 
alleviation  from  spasm.  The  lancet  was  very  freely  employed 
in  this  case^  and  the  ease  experienced  after  each  bleeding  waa 
such  as  to  lead  the  patient  to  request  it  should  be  repeated 
when  the  spasms  became  vi(Jent  We  are  rather  surprized 
that  the  aid  of  purgatives  was  not  resorted  to,  as  the  great 
lienefit  derived  from  tiiat  class  of  remedies  \a  tetanus  is  now  well 
known  to  tlie  profession.  Their  ^nployment,  suggested  by  the 
perusal  of  Mr.  Nodes  Dickinsoif  s  j  udidous  cases*,  was  the  means 
of  saving  the  life  of  a  soldier  attacked  by  tetanus  at  Brussels  ; 
and  tile  sueoessful  issue  of  a  case  which  lately  occurred  at  tlie 
York  Hospital,  may  be  chiefly  attributed  to  the  use  of  pur<^ 
gatives  and  the  tobacco  enema. 

5.  CVise  of  Obstruction  of  the  targe  IntestiueSf  oceasioned  (y 
a  Biliary  Calculus  of  extraordinary  Sise^  by  H.  L.  Thomaa^ 
Esq.  F.R.S. 

rhe  «ae  <^  this  cakuius  was,  ^*in  its  longer  (lai^r)  dia« 
meter,  1*6  inch, -and  in  its  smaller  diameter,  1*1  inch;  thecir* 
cumference  in  that  direction  being  exacdy  8*3  incli.^  It 
weighed  228  grains.  It  produced  obstruction  of  the  bowels, 
with  symptoms  resemblinj^  strangulated  hernia;  to  relieve 
whi(A,  as  the  patient  had  **  long  'roen  afflicted  with  an  irredu* 
able  utnbiCcal  hernia,  Mr.  Tbomas'^s  assistance  was  requested.^ 
He,  however,  judiciously  delayed  operating ;  and  in  the  mean 
Ufne  the  calculus  was  expelled  by  stool,  with  an  immediate 
relief  of  all  the  symptoms  d^*notii^  general  irritation. 

The  most  rcmartcable  circumstance  in  the  case,  is  the  ^^  ex-^ 
pulsion  of  so  large  a  body  from  the  gall-bladder  into  the  duo* 
denum ;  and  afterwards  its  progress  along  tliat  part  of  the 
intestine  engaged  in  the  hernial  sac.^  An  instance  came  under 
our  own  olMervation,  in  which  a  biliary  cak:ulus,  as  large  as  a 
pigeon^s  e^,  was  expelled  after  fourteen  hours  of  very  severe 
sutiering,  and  passed  by  stool.  It  has  been  susgested^  that  in 
the  majority  of  instances  of  theexpulsionof  such  large  calculi, 
it  is  probable  tliat  an  abscess  is  formed  opening  into  ibe  duode- 
num|  or  tlie  colon ;  but  it  is  more  probable  that  tliey  pass 
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Ihrc^gh  tlie  ductus  choledochus  $  and'  we  need  not  dte  in* 
•tances  of  the  great  dilatability  of  membranous  canab  ia  proof 
^  tju«  opinion. 

6.  A  Case  of  Inconiinfnce  of  Urine  of  Nine  Year^  Dura- 
f tbtt,  eured  by  External  Pressure ;  by  John  Hyslop,  Esq. 

The  patient  was  a  young  gentleman,  tbhrteen  years  of  age; 
and  the  involuntary  evacuations  of  urine  were  very  frequenti 
both  during  the  day  and  in  the  night.  As  he  was  removed  to 
tlie  house  of  the  author  of  the  paper,  the  best  opportunity  was 
Stained  for  employing  the  ingenious  device  which  happily  ter^ 
minated  the  disease.  The  following  is  the  method  by  which 
the  pressure  was  applied  : 

'*  I  selected  a  bougie  of  a  size  large  enough  to  fill  his  urethra, 
from  whidi  I  cut  about  two  and  a  ihalf^  or  three  inches.  Haring 
placed  that  on  the  outside  of  the  under  part  of  the  penis  on  a  line 
narallel  to  die  canal,  with  its  ^oint  projecting  a  short  way  beyond 
the  glans'  to  avoid  as  much  as  possiole  any  pain  from  pressure,  I 
jpassed  straps  of  adhesive  plaister  around^  (first  at  the  point  of  the 
penis^  and  ailerwards  continuing  strap  after  strap  the  length  of  the 
piece  of  bougie,)  and  pulled  them  so  tight  as  to  press  the  bougie 
close  in  upon  the  urethra^  so  tliat  no  space  was  lefl  by  which  urine 
could  pass. 

*•  This  was  done  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  at  three  o^dock  he 
ealied  me  oat  of  bed,  having  »  great  desire  to  pass  urine.  I  re- 
moved the  straps,  &c.  and  when  he  had  emptied  his  bladder,  I  ap« 
plied  others  m  the  same  manner.  The  next  desire  for  this  evacua^ 
tion  was  about  seven  o'clock,  and  the  next  again  at  deven  o'clock  in 
tlie  forenoon.  After  each  evacuation  the  pressure  was  renewed 
without  auy  unpleasant  symptom,  and  in  three  days  he  waa  cured 
of  incQiitinence  of  uiine." — p,  1 10. 

The  author  suggests  the  propriety  of  this  treatment  in 
poralyais.  '  We  conceive  a  bandage  might  be  contrived,  of 
mofe  easy  application  than  the  adhesive  straps.  The  treat- 
flsentby  compre&sion  hbwever  is  not  new*. 

7.  A  Case  of  Aneurism  by  Anastomosis  in  the  Lefl  Orbit f 
cmtd  by  tying  the  common  Trunk  of  the  Leji  Carotid  Artery  i 
by  William  I)alrymple,  Surgeon  to  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich 
li^jsptal,  &e. 

This  ia  a  case  which  does  not  admit  of  abridgment  The 
operation  was  completely  successful;  and  the  author  obsen^es^ 
lu>  entertaine  no  appreheiisioii  ^*  of  a  recurrence  of  the  disease  :^ 
adding, 

'*  With  respect  to  the  state  of  the  local  circulation,  as  far  as  it 
can  be  known,  thete  Is  no  pulsation  to  be  felt  in  any  of  the  brandies 


•  Vide  Journal  de  M6d(cinc,  tome  IxxvL  p.  459.     Hufeland^n 
AnnaUn,  i.  p.  4US.    DessauU,  Joimal  de  CJdrurgte,  tome  iii. 
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of  die  tetnpond  and  &cial  arteries  on  the  side  on  which  the  ligature 
uras  tied.  But^  as  in  the  case  treated  by  Mr.  Travers^  '  the  artery 
may  be  distinguished  beating  very  feebly  below  the  angle  of  the 
jaw  ;'  and  a  very  brisk  action  of  collateral  branches^  lying  near  the 
surface,  is  visible  in  the  vicinity^  and  along  the  course  of  the  cicatrix.'* 
—p.  122,  123. 

8.  Account  of  a  Case  in  which  parts  of  a  Fatus  were  found 
in  a  Tumour  situated  in  Jthe  Abdomen  of  a  Girl  two  years  and  a 
half  o/rf,  in  a  letter  from  Edward  Phillips,  M.D.  of  Andover. 

In  the  girl,  the  subject  of  this  account,  an  enlargement  of 
the  abdomen  was  perceptible  at  the  age  of  three  months ;  but 
her  seneral  health  did  not  suffer  until  about  two  months  before 
her  death;  at  which  tinieshe  became  much  emaciated,  and  suffer- 
ed greatly  from  pain  when  in  the  erect  posture.  A  hard  regular 
tumour  was  situated  on  the  left  side  of  the  abdomen,  whicn,  on 
examination  after  her  death,  was  found  to  occupy  *^  almost  the 
whole  of  the  left  hypochondrium,  and  extending  from  the  edge 
of  the  diaphragm  nearly  to  the  pelvis.*" 

'^  The  tumour,  when  removed  from  the  body,  might  have 
weighed  about  eight  or  ten  pounds.  It  was  of  an  oblong  shape, 
loosely  covered  by  a  delicate  membrane  highly  vascular.  On  making 
a  section  of  it,  some  ounces  of  a  limpid  fluid  escaped  from  a  cavity, 
the  parietes  of  which  were  nearly  cartilaginous ;  and  in  prosecuting 
the  dissection,  several  similar  compartments  were  discovered,  all  of 
which  conttined  fluid  or  sauious  matter. 

'*  In  the  further  examination  of  this  fleshy  mass,  our  attention 
Wiw  arrestcil  by  tlie  resistance  which  the  knife  met  with ;  and  which 
led  to  the  discovery  of  the  bones  which  I  have  sent  you.  They 
were  connected  to  the  internal  substance  of  the  tumour  by  a  struc-* 
ture  decidedly  muscular.  The  large  bone,  resembling  the  tibia,  wa« 
covered  by  muscle ;  the  small  bones,  resembling  those  of  the  tarsus, 
were  connected  to  the  tibia  by  soft  cartilaginous  bands." — p.  126. 

Dr.  Phillips  conceives  tliis  to  be  an  example  of  one  foetus 
being  contained  within  another. 

9.  A  Case  of  Axillary  Aneurism,  for  which  ihe  Artery  was 
tied  behw  the  Clavicle,  by  Richard  Cnamberlaine,  Esq.  jun. 

This  is  an  extremely  interesting  case,  proving  not  only  the 
facility  of  tying  the  artery  below  the  clavicle ;  but,  also,  as  the 
autlior  observes,  "  the  competency  of  the  anatomosing  channels 
to  nourish  the  limb  when  its  principal  artery  has  been  oblite^ 
rated  at  nearly  the  highest  possible  point  that  dissection  can 
reach  it.^  For  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  may  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  perusing  the  original,  we  extract  tlie  description 
of  the  operation. 

"  The  patient  was  placed  upon  an  operating  table,  with  a  pillow 
under  his  shoulders,  and  his  liead  supported.  A  transverse  incision 
of  three  inches  in  length  was  made  through  the  skin  and  platisma 
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mjoides  aloi^  and.  upon  the  lower  edge  of  the  davide,  tibree  fingm' 
breadth  from  the  fitemal  extremity  of  that  bone«  and  terminalixii 
about  an  inch  from  the  acromion  scapulee.    This  incision  divided  a 
amall  artery,  which  walb  immediately  secured.    A  second  incision  of 
three  inches  in  length  was  also  made  obliquely  through  tlie  int^^- 
ments  over  the  deltoid  and  pectoral  nmsdes,  meeting  the  first  nearly 
In  the  centre.    The  cellular  membrane  and  fat  lying  between  them 
at  the  upper  part  were  now  removed.  .  The  next  step  in  the  opers^- 
tion  conastea  in  detaching  the  clavicular  portion  ct  the  pectoralis 
major,  and  taking  away  the  fat  and  cellular  membrane  lying  over 
the  subclavian  vessels.    The  artery  was  now  brought  into  view, 
and  its  pulsations  made  it  clearly  distinguishable  from  the  contigu- 
ous parts ;  but  I  could  not  detach  it,  nor  pass  the  ligature  under- 
neatn  it  with  the  facility  I  expected,  from  its  depth.    After  several 
ineffectual  efforts,  I  succeedea  in  conveying  the  ligature  under  it, 
by  means  of  an  ejred  ball  probe  previously  qurved  far  the  purpose', 
and  bringing  up  its  point  with  a  pair  of  forceps,  tied  tlie  artery  as  it 
•merger  from  under  the  clavicle  to  proceed  to  the  axilla.  The  draw- 
ing of  the  knot  was  attended  with  little  pain ;  the  wound  was  closed 
by  the  dry  suture,  and  the  patient  returned  to  his  bed." — p.  1 30. 

10.  Si^ressful  Treatment  of  a  Cant  ofCynanche  LaryngeCf 
by  James  Watson  Roberts,  mJi.  of  Bisr.op  Stortford, 

1 1.  Remarks'  on  tkt  preceding  CasCf  by  the  President  of  tlie 

A  peculiar  importance  in  attached  to  this  case,  as  is  ob* 
served  by  the  President  in  liis  commentary  upon  it,  from  •*  tlte 
aubjed  of  it  ha\ing  suffered  a  second  attack  of  the  same  disor« 
ier,  which  proved  fatal*.'' 

The  more  strikinff  s3ffnptofn8  were,  the  face  swollen  and 
ladder  than  usual ;  the  eyes  protrtrdcd  and  bloodshot ;  a  ful- 
ness id3out  the  neck^  the  muscles  feeling  very  turgid,  and  th^ 
breast  suffused  witli  a  purplish  colour^  There  was  no  enlarge^ 
Hient  of  the  ton^ls ;  and  no  great  difficulty  of  deglutition.  The 

fencral  arteriat  action  was  augmented  wxtli  great  somnolency ; 
ut  although  there  wa9  lioarseness^  yet  there  was  bo  oougli* 
and  little  aj'spficea. 

Before  Dr.  Roberts  saw  the  patient,  the  itihahition  of  oxy* 
geiar  gas  was  had  recourse  to,  and  appeared  ter  have  aifforded  in^ 
stantaneous  relief  to  the  respiration ;  but  the  Remedies  to  which 
the  successful  issue  of  the  case  is  jastly  ascribed/  were  large 
and  repeat&d  bteedings,  and  cooling  purgatives. 

In  nis  Fcmarks  in  this  case,  the  President,  iki  addihon  fo  the 
remedies  wliich  have  proved  beuefitial  in  tlie  very  few  instances 


*  For  an  account  of  this  attack,  vide  Transactions  of  a  Society 
for  the  Improvement  of  Medical  and  Chirurncal  Knowledge^  veL  iii- 

art.  22, 
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of  Ibe  cUseifie  that  have  terminated  successfully,  propoaes  th« 
employment  of  vtry  large  btuters^  the  effect  of  wnich  he  oIk 
serves  are  **  so  different  from  that  of  small  ones,  that  they  may- 
be considered  as  a  distinct  class  of  remedies.**  He  also  reoom^ 
mends  early  local  and  general  bleeding,  and  *^  the  total  absti«, 
nence  from  opiiates.'^  Of  the  propriety  of  tlie  free  use  of  th« 
lancet  and  purgatives,  and  abstinence  Grom  opiates,  there  cani 
be  but  one  opinion ;  but  we  are  not  quite  prepared  to  assent 
to  the  'application  of  very  large  bluUrs^  the  first  effect  oi  which 
must  be  to  increase  very  considerably  the  general  exdtement  4 
^cept  when  the  exhausted  state  of  the  palient  may  preclude^ 
the  copious  abstraction  of -blood.  We  are  rather  surpnzed  thai 
the  operation  of  bronchotomy  is  not  noticed. 

12.  Account  of  a  Case  of  Cvoup^  in  which  the  Operation  ^ 
Bronchotomy  wa9  successfi^ly  performed,  by  Thomas  Chevalitf, 
Esq.  F.L.S,  &c. 

This  was  a  welL-marked  case  of  eroup,  im  whieh  suflbcatiott' 
appeared  almost  inevitable ;  thp  countenance  was  livid,  cold 
sweats  had  come  on,  and  the  patient,  a  boy  seven  years  of  age» 
was  ni|»dly  sinking.  Under  tliese  circumstances  the  author 
opened  the  trachea,  by  dividing  vertically  two  of  the  cartila^ 
nous  rings  just  below  the  cricoid  cartilage^  and  "^cutting,  a£^ 
terwards,  transversely  in  the  interstice  between  tham.^  A  quan* 
tity  ^^  of  reddish  and  frotliy  muous  guslied  through  the  open^ 
ing ;  and  by  a  tolerably  full  inspiration  which  presently  followed^ 
the  child  was  enabled  to  cough  up  more  of  the  same  kind  ;^ 
the  breathing  was  immediately  relie%'ed:  and  recovery  ultimate* 
)y  effected.  The  value  of  this  paper,  howler,  does  not  89 
tnuch  com>ist  in  the  detail  of  the  case,  as  in  tlie  following  obser«^ 
vations,  which  we  therefore  ei^tract ; 

''  In  such  cases  of  croup'as  I  have  examined  after  death,  I  have 
found  the  trachea  ehoked  up  with  this  mucus,  and  1  am  very  much 
inclined  to  suspect  that  it  is  by  it  more  than  by  the  co^gukble  lymph, 
that  suffocation  is  finally  produced.  When  the  quantity  of  mucus  is 
such  as  to  prevent  the  air  from  cettinff  into  the  branches  of  the  bron* 
chis,  and  fir<Hn  thence  to  the  air-oelb,  the  patient  becomes  unable 
to  dear  the  tube  by  coughing^  the  properties  of  the  blood  must  var 
pidly  degenera^,  and  doith  will  sneeduy  ensue.  But  I  doubt  whe» 
ther  this  is  so  often  to  be  ascribea  to  such  an  accumulation  ni  th0 
coaguldble  lyrnph  itself,  as  absolutely  precludes  the  transmission  of 
air.  If  this  suspicion  be  just,  the  use  of  bronchotomy  must  result 
dbiefly  finom  its  emptying  the  trachea  of  mucus,  and  thus  enablii^ 
the  patienC  so  to  cough,  as  to  clear  the  branches  of  the'^Tondluav 
without  whid)  the  air,  even  if  it  pass  through  the  obstruoted  larynx, 
cannot  reach  the  lungs. 

"  It  would  also  follow,  that  the  introduction  of  a  oanula,  or  tube, 
into  the  trachea  after  the  operation,  for  the  sake  of  securii^  the 
parngt  ef  aiTi  b  of  less  consequence  dum  has  been  usually  sup* 
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weed,  and  might  even  be  better  omitted,  as  the  presence  of  an  tktru 
neous  body  must  irritate  the  internal  membraney  and  would  thus  be 
likely  to  increase  that  secretion  of  mucus,  from  an  accumulation  of 
whioi  the  principal  danger  is  to  be  apprehended." — ^p.  154,  155. 

13.  jd  new  Method  of  tying  tkt  Arteries  in  jineurism^  Antpu- 
iatum^  and  other  Surgical  Operations,  with  incidental  Remarks  on 
Some  Collateral  Points,  by  William  Lawrence,  Esq.  F.R.S.  &c. 

This  paper  is  one  of  great  interest,  and  highly  creditable  to  its 
author.  After  giving  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  various  modes 
^hich  have  been  adopted  for  stopping  haemorrhages  in  opera- 
tions, and  the  opinions  of  surgeons  regarding  the  employment 
of  the  ligature  from  the  time  oiPare,  who  invented  it,  to  that  of 
Dr.  Jones,  who  tauglit  us  the  principle  on  which  its  effects  on  a 
living  artery  are  produced,  Mr.  Lawrence  thus  describes  the 
Improvement  which  he  proposed  in  the  application  of  it. 

•  /"  The  method  I  have  adopted  consists  in  tying  the  vessels  with. 
fine  silk  ligatures^  and  cutting  off  the  ends  as  dose  to  the  knot  as  is 
consistent  with  its  security.  Thus  the  foreign  matter  is  reduced  to 
the  insignificant  quantity  which  forms  the  noose  actually  surrounding 
the  vessel,  and  the  knot  by  which  that  noose  is  fastened.  Of  the 
ulk  which  I  commonly  employ,  a  portion  aufBcient  to  tie  a  large 
artery,  .when  the  ends  are  thus  cut  off,  weighs  between  ^  and  ^^  o( 
a  grain :  a  similar  portion  of  the  thickest  kind  I  have  tned  weighs 
^  of  a  gr^,  sQid  of  the  slenderest  ^^q.  These  ligatures  do  not 
interfere  with  the  process  of  adhesion^  and  we  shall  hardly  entertain 
any  serious  apprehension  that  substances  so  minute  will  excite  sub- 
gequent  irritation  and  disturbance. 

"  That  kind  of  silk  twist,  which  is  commonly  known  in  the  shops 
by  the  name  of  dentists'  silk,  and  which  is  used  in  making  fisliing- 
'  lines,  is  the  strongest  material  I  know  of,  in  proportion  to  its  size, 
and  therefore  the  best  calculated  for  our  purpose,  which  requires 
considerable  force,  in  drawing  the  thread  tight  enough  to  divide  the 
fibrous  and  internal  coats  of  the  arteries.  This  twist  is  rendered 
Very  hard  and  stiff  by  means  of  gum,  which  is  applied  to  it  in  the 
process  of  its  maniifactiu'e,  and  may  be  removed  by  boilmg  it  in 
'  fioap  and  water.  The  latter  process  loosens  its  texture,  elongates  it, 
and  makes  it  weaker,  so  that,  after  boiling,  we  can  break  with  the 
fingers  a  thread,  which  could  not  have  been  so  broken  before. 

'^  The  stoutest  twist,-  which  I  have  used,  is  a  very  smidl  thread 
compared  to  the  ligatures  made  of  inkle,  w'hich  are  commonly  em« 
ployed  at  St  BarSiolomew's  Hospital ;  I  cannot  howev^  break  it 
tdth  my  fingers  and  thumbs,  although  a  great  force  may  be  applied 
in  this  way,  by  winding  the  thread  round  the  ends  of  the  forefingers, 
and  drawing  it  over  the  ends  of  the  thumbs,  as  in  the  ordinary  xae^ 
(hod  of  ^ng  the  arteries.  The  quantity  of  such  a  thread,  necessary 
for  the  noose  and  knot  on  the  iliac  ^ery,  weighs  |^  of  a  grain ;  or 
if  the  gum  has  been  removed,  about  ^.  But  the  finest  twist  kept 
in  the  silk  shops  is  strong  enou^,  in  its  hard  state,  for  any  suigical 
purpose ;  and  the  noose  and  knot  would  not  weigh  ^  of  a  grain. 
The  finer  kinds  of  silk^  if  used  very  cautiously,  wiU  answj^  the  end 
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extremely  well ;  but  their  breaking  so  easily  is  an  objection  to  their 
common  employment.  When  the  muscles  or  other  sbft  parts  in  an 
amputation  are  diseased  and  thickened^  or  when  it  is  necessaiy  to 
include  some  of  the  surrounding  substance  with  the  bleeding  v^sel, 
a  stronger  ligature  is  necessary^.than  for  tying  an  artery  fiiirly  dncwii 
out  from  the  surfiu^e." — p.  l63 — 16'5. 

It  might  prima  focic  be  supposed,  that  this  small  ligature  is 
improper  for  large  vessels,  but  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Lawrence 
have  proved  the  contrary ;  and  led  hmi  to  form  tliis  concluaoo^ 
that  **  if  any  proportion  is  to  be  observed  between  the  size  of 
the  artery  and  tlie  ligature,  it  should  be  an  inverse  onef^  whidi 
was  further  corroborated  by  ascertaining  that  the  thicker  the 
ligatures  are,  the  :»ooner  they  are  detached,  and  hence  the 
greater  hazard  of  secondary  haemonhaffy. 

With  regard  to  the  question,  "  What  becomes  of  these  ^ 
gatures  ?""  Mr.  Lawrence  candidly  acknowledges  that  he  is  not 
^'  in  possession  of  the  facts  which  are  necessary  to  answer  it 
satisfactorily  ;^  but  notices  that  Mr.  Guthrie,  speaking  on  this 
subject  in  his  treatise  on  gun-shot  wounds,  states  that  he  had 
seen  them  discharged  at  small  abscesses.  As  foreign  substanoeSy 
however,  their  mmuteness  may,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  pre- 
vent any  irritation  from  being  excited  by  them ;  and  it  is  pio- 
btible  they  may  remain  in  situ  until  they  are  completely  decom* 
posed  and  absorbed ;  an  opinion  which  is  strengthened  by  a 
case  which  came  under  the  care  of  our  friend  and  correspondent^ 
Mr.  Hennen*. 


*  The  case  we  refer  to  is  contained  in  the  following  letter  ad* 
dressed  to  one  of  the  Editors : 

"  My  dear  Sir,  London,  Januartf  29/A,  I8I6. 

"  On  looking  over  a  paper  of  mine,  on  '  Hospital  Gangrene/  in^ 
serted  in  the  3d  volume  of  the  Repository  ;  and  referring  mcnre  par« 
ticularly  to  tliat  part  of  it,  where  1  announced  what  appeared  to  me 
to  be  a  most  important  improvement  on  the  ordinaiy  mode  of  tying 
arteries,  I  find  that  I  have  made  some  small  omissions,  which  I  now 
beg  to  correct,  and  at  the  same  time  take  the  opportunity  of  submit- 
ting to  you  some  further  remarks,  which  Uie  experience  of  the 
last  campaign  and  conversation  with  attentive  observers  have  en* 
abled  me  to  make.  In  talking  of  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  silk  lin- 
tures,  when  cut  close,  I  omitted  to  add  the  words  '  of  pus,'  after 
stating  the  formation  of  '  a  small  particle'  (p.  189) ;  9xA  f  neglected 
altogether  to  add,  '  that  the  ligatures  frequently  remained  in  with* 
out  giving  any  imeasiness.' 

'*  I  shall  now  observe  on  this  very  interesting  subject,  that  early  in 
September  1813,  my  attention  having  been  directed  to  the  dimino* 
tion  of  irritation  in  cases  of  amputation,  the  cutting  Aart  o£  the  li« 
future  was  proposed  by  my  friend  Assistant  StafT-ourgeon  Hume^ 
now  at  Paris  with  the  Duke  of  Welibigton;  who  imuvmed  we. 


flt2  ^  Anatytidd  Rmup. 

'Mr.  Lawrence  follows  his  general  obflerradons  on  cutting 
ligatures  short,  by  some  valuable  remarks  *^  on  amputation, 

-  \ ' 

1m  had  been  asBuied  of  the  safety  of  diat  practice  by  a  naval  sur- 
geon, who  had  tried  it  in  America.     I  adopted  the  plan,  and  found 
It  to  answer  so  well,  as  to  extend  it  to  thirty-four  cases,  and  report 
Upon  its  utility  to  Dr.  Charles  Forbes,  tlien  principal  medica}  officer 
at*BObao,  and  through  him  to  Sir  Jaines  M'Grigor.     About  the 
same  period  I  find  that  M.  Delpech,  of  \fontpelliOT,''hcd  begun  tlie 
practice;  and,  on  my  retiring  to  Scotland  in  the  autumn  of  1814, 1 
was  informed  hf  Dr.  Maxwell,  at  eminent  practitioner  at  Dumfries, 
that  he  had  adopted  the  plan  so  fiir  back  as  the  year  1798  ;  and  hr>ft 
beqn  ever  since  m  the  constant  practice  of  it.   At  his  recommendation 
also,  it  has  been  practised  by  more  th»i  one  surgeon  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood with  un  varying  success.  Although,  therefore,  I  believe  I  am 
the  firstBritish  military  surgeon  who  has  publictp  announced  this  plan, 
yet,  I  can  by  no  means  chum  any  praise  as  a  discoverer.    Like  many 
other  improvements,  this  probably  will  be  found  to  have  been  arrived 
at  by  the  separate  and  unconnected  efforts  of  various  men  at  distant 
points  of  time  and  place ;  as  was  tlie  case  in  the  invaluable  improve- 
ment of  the  saving  of  skin  after  great  operations  in  surgeiy.     Per- 
hKp$,  indeed,  we  may  truly  say,  that  no  discovery  in  our  profession, 
aoBcept  that  by  the  immortal  Hervey,  was  ever  perfected  at  once,  and 
hf  one  man. 

'*  The  value,  indeed,  of  the  short  ligatures  was  so  ftilly  im- 

Sressed  on  my  nund  yi  181.?,  tliat  in  the  campaign  of  Waterloo  I 
dopted  it  almost  universally  at  the  Hospital  of  the  Jesuits,  over 
which  1  had  the  honour  to  preside,  and  with  very  great  success.  It 
has  been  suggested  to  me,  that  perhaps  the  silk,  as  being  an  animal 
substance,  might  be  absorbed,  and  thus  all  irritation  removed.  On 
this  subject  I  am  not  prepared  to  speak  from  actual  experience.  But 
1  have  dissected  several  stum{)s,  where  tlie  little  circle  of  silk  has 
lain  quietly  at  the  ligamentous-like  shrunk  extremity  of  the  artery  in 
a  small  cyst,  formed  by  a  thickened  cellular  membrane ;  and  this,  for 
various  periods  from  the  healing  of  the  stmnp  up  to  three  months 
iifler  the  operation.  In  some  instances,  as  Mr.  Guthrie  has  observed, 
sraaU  abscesses  have  formed,  and  the  silk  has  floated  out.  In  one 
ease  of  a  nobleman,  my  patient,  who  suffered  dreadfully  &om  an  at-r 
fade  of  typhns  fever  after  the  amputation  of  his  arm,  which  rendered 
ft  necessary  to  throw  open  the  whole  face  of  the  stump,  and  lay  aside 
all  thoughts  pf  healing  by  the  fu*st  intention,  the  ligatures,  tnree  in 
number,  rsmained  in  from  the  28th*  of  June  to  the  middle  of  Sep« 
lember  completely  imbedded  in  granulations.  I  then  sent  him  home, 
with  th^  stump  nearly  healed,  except  one  small  spot  over  the  end  <n 
the  bone,  from  which  a  scale  was  about  to  exfoliate.  He  wrote  me^ 
in  the  latter  er^d  of  October : — '  My  exfoliation  has  at  last  taken 
place ;  one  ligature  came  away  at  the  same  time ;  aud  my  stomp  is 
iKnr  perfectly  well.' 

'  '  ^  I  had  ^e  honour  and  happiness  of  being  assisted  la  several 
fjherations  at  Brussels,  by  my  lean^ed  and  liberal  fiien4  Prdessor 
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and  the  operation  for  aneurism.'*^    On  the  first  subject  he  justly 
condemns  the  mode  of  covering  the  whole  stump  with  adhesive . 
straps,  tight  bandages,  flannel  rollers,  &c.   which  only  tend  to 
})roduoc  heat  and  irritation,  and  prevent,  instead  of  promoting, 
the  adhesive  process, 

"  The  opposite  treatment  is  required  after  amputation.  The 
parts  are  to  Ix*  gently  brought  in  contact  by  strij  8  of  adhe:  iv«  plaster^ 
avoiding  all  Voix^e  and  strain,  which  are  very  painful  and  injurious* 
when  the  subsequent  tumefaction  comes  on.  Instead  of  carefully 
covering  every  part  of  the  etig^,  I  rather  leave  intervals  between* 
the  straps,  at  which  the  blood  may  escape,  if  there' should  be  slight- 
ooxiug ;  witli  this  vicfw  it  is  well  to  leave  the  inferior  angle  of  the 
wound  o])en.  A  small  bit  of  lint  spread  with  white  cerate  shoulil- 
be  applied  on  the  parts  which  are  not  covered  by  the  adhesive 
plaster.  A  soft  tblded  rag  dipped  in  cold  water^  or  in  a  flj^tumine 
lotion,  and  Squeezed  out,  should  than  be  laid  over  the  stump,  aixl 
be  kept  constantly  damp ;  the  limb  itself  being  covered  by  a  sheet 
only.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention,  that  under  some  circom** 
«tai>ces  these  precautions  against  too  great  actien  are  not  required  p 
tliat  the  rags^afe  to  be  used  clamp,  but  not  dripping  wet,  so  as  to  in* 
undate  the  bed^  and  give  the  patient  cold ;  and  that  it  would  be  coih 
tTary  to  principle  to  chill  the  parts.  Such  appears  to  me  the  surest 
method  of  promolhig  adhesion,  of  keeping  down  inflammatoi^  acdon^^ 
and  tliereby  preventing  spasms,  secondary  hiemorrhage,  ana  piotru* 
sion  of  tlie  bone."-^p.  173. 

With  regard  to  the  o))eration  for  aneurism^  Mr.  Lawrence 

observes— 

"  Whatever  proceeding  we  may  adopt  for  tying  the  artery>it  14 
advisedble  to  expose  it  and  convey  the  ligature  round  it  with  as  little 
violence  aa  possible :  hence  insulating  tlie  vessel,  passing  the  fingef 
uncfer  it,  or  taking  it  between  the  finger  and  thumb>  are  practicet 
tluit  should  be  reprobated. 

"  After  dissecting  down  to  the  artery,  a  slight  scratch  or  incisioil 
may  be  made,  through  the  sheath,  close  to  Uie  side  of  the  vessel* 
Then,  with  a  narrow  aneurism  needle,  nearly  pointed  at  the  end,  and 

Thomson,  of  Edinburgh,  in  which  the  cutting  short  the^  ligature* 
was  constantly  adopted,  and  with«the  most  complete  success ;.  and  I 
have  now,  from  an  e.\|>erience  of  more  two  years,  no  liesitation  in 
rea>mmending  it,,  whatever  our  proposed  after-treatment  mny  be* 
A  single  thread  well  waxed  (or  at  most  two  threads)  is  quite  suffix 
cient  fur  any  ligature,  the  vessel  should  be  well  drawn  out  from  its 
sheath,  and  the  ligature  placed  as  high  as<  possible.  The  natural  re* 
tritction  will  in  most  instances  carry  the  ligature  out  of  sight ;  and, 
unless  gangrene  or  exce^^sive  sloughing  occur,  it  will  mquently 
never  more  be  heard  of,  aiid  1  verily  brieve  never  do  harm. 

''  Since  my  arrival  in  this  city,  I  have  been  gratified  by  the  pe<> 
rusal  of  Mr.  I.awrence's  paper  on  this  interestiug  subject  yrhich  com 
fio&fi  ay  experience; — oelieve  me,  dear  Sir,  your's,  &c«  — 

f*  J.  HfiKsunr,  Depul^-Inspeetor  of  Hospitals." 


'    JmdyUcal  Mevitw. 

niadeAs  tliia  as  its  edge  ibs  it  can  be  without  cutting,  a  »ngle  nik 
ligature  is  to  be  conveyed  round  it^  the  point  of  the  needle  being 
kept  in  contact  with  the  arteiy.  A  needle  of  tills  form  makes  its 
way  easily  throuj^h  the  cellular  substance,  and  thus  the  vessel  13 
detached  only  in  the  trade  of  the  instrument.  I  should  recommend 
a  middle-sized  washed  silk  ligature,  which  should  be  drawn  mocle- 
ntely  tif^t ;  under  which  circumstances  the  thread  may  probably 
remain  permanently  on  the  vessel:  at  all  events,  ulceration  or 
doughing  of  the  external  coat  will  not  occur  so  soon,  as  when  greater 
force  is  used  in  drawing  the  knot.  The  ends  of  the  ligature  being 
cot  off  near  the  knot,  the  wound  is  to  be  united  as  a  simple  incision'" 
— ^p.  198. 

By  four  experiments  performed  upon  dogs«  it  appears  pro- 
bable that  silk  ligatures  employed  in  aneurism  remain  perma- 
nently on  the  vessel ;  and,  reasoning  upon  these  results,  there 
can  lie  little  doubt  of  their  superior  advantages. 

*'  If  it  shall  be  found,"  says  Mr.  Lawrence,  "  Aat  these  ligatures 
do  not  make  their  way  through  the  external  coat  of  the  artery,  the 
security  against  secondary  haemorrhage  is  complete.  The  adhesion 
ef  the  cut  sides  of  the  vessel  is  usually  sufficient;  but  this  has  given 
way  in  some  cases  after  the  separation  of  the  ligature,  and  certainly 
win  be  the  more  likely  to  do  so,  in  proportion  as  the  ligature  is  cle« 
tached  earlier.  Should  it  appear  from  more  numerous  investigations, 
that  the  vessel  is  ultimately  completely  divided  by  the  thread ;  still 
the  consolidation  of  the  wound  over  the  ligature  will  support  and 
ttieagttien  the  adhesion  of  the  arterial  coats,  and  all  the  risk  that 
could  arise  from  external  irritation  is  certainly  obviated.  With 
these  views  then  I  should  advise  the  employment,  in  operating  for 
Imeuiisni,  of  the  smallest  twist  in  its  hard  state,  or  of  a  rather  l^ger 
•ize  washed ;  and  I  should  not  draw  the  ligature  very  tight,  to  avoid 
tibat  pressure  on  the  external  coat,  which  might  render  necessary  its 
subsequent  separation.— -pp.  S02,  203. 

These  observations  are  confirmed  by  many  interesting  cases, 
any  of  which  we  regret  we  are  prevented  from  extracting  by 
the  length  to  which  our  analysis  of  this  paper  has  already  ex- 
tended. We  shall,  therefore,  merel^r  remark,  that  although  the 
discovery,  of  cutting  ligatures  shcM  is  certainly  not  soMy  due 
to  Mr.  Lawrence;  yet  the  philosophical  manner  in  which  be  has 
treated  ^e  question,  and  the  promulgation  of  his  experience  of 
the  importance  of  the  practice,  through  the  medium  he  has 
selected,  are  likely  to  be  productive  of  the  greatest  advantages 
to  operative  surgery. 

14.  Two  Cases  of  the  true  Elephantiasis^  or  Lqpra  Arabum; 
\j  W.  Lawrence,  Esq.  F.R.S.  and  H.  H.  Southey,  M.D. 
I'hysician  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 

The  first  of  these  cases  we  have  already  brought  before  our 
Mulers* :  the  second  is  that  of  a  young  lady,  S8  years  of  age, 

•  Vide  Beporiiory,  voL  v.  p.  l^h 
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•  iiatiY«  of  BottabaV)  tbd  daughter  of  an  English  officer  by  a 
Hindoo  woman,  who  has  been  affected  with  toe  disease  twwe 
yearsL-  The  genend  svmptoms  are  nearly  the  same  as  those 
described  by  authors  who  have  written  on  this  disease. 

""  A  part  oF  the  uvuk  has  disappeared.  The  voice  is  hoarse^ 
Small  tuberdes  have  also  formed  on  Uie  tunica  conjunctiva,  one  so 
near  the  edge  of  the  transparent  cornea  as  to  have  occasioned  an 
opacity  of  that  membrane,  and  the  left  eye  is  beginning  to  suffer  in  a 
aunilar  manner.  The  trunk  is  not  affected.  &i  the  ulcers  have  at 
different  times  been  healed,  but  fresh  tubercles  constantly  form,  an4 

«o  through,  the  same  process.  According  to  the  state  of  the  general 
eahh,  toi^  existing  ulcers  either  spread  or  put  forth  healthy  granu* 
lations.  The  vnlae  is  always  (juicK,  varying  from  100  to  120.  The 
appetite  Is  weak  and  the  digestive  organs  torpid,  constant  purgatives 
beuig  required.  The  menstrual  discharge  is  said  to  nave  been 
tolerably  regular  in  point  of  time ;  but  it  was  found  by  Mr.  Ash- 
(numer  to  coagulate  upon  exposure  to  air.  •  With  regard  to  the  libido 
inexplebilis,  or  the  absence  of  sexual  passion ;  it  may  be  proper  to 
itate,  that  an  offer  of  marriage  was  made  to  this  unfortunate  female 
within  the  last  two  years,  Which  she  wa^  inclined  to  accept.  I  have 
n<A  ascertained  the  presence  of  the  femoral  tumour,  but  I  understand 
that  Dr.  Adams  upon  examination  found  this  mark  of  the  disease  on 
the  left  thigh.    The  breasts  have  disappeared."— p.  219- 

We  must  confess  that  we  would  not  oppose  to  the  authority 
of  medical  authors,  the  observations  of  otners  whose  habits  are 
likely  to  lead  them  to  inquire  less  minutely  into  subjects  of 
this  nature ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  think  it  our  duty  to  men* 
tion,  that  we  have  been  informed  by  a  Dutch  gentleman,  who 
possesses  considerable  property  both  in  land  and  negroes  in 
Depierara,*  that  two  negroes  on  his  estate,  who  have  long  labour* 
ed  under  elephantiasis,  are  married,  and  are  the  fathers  of 
aewervl  cliildren. 

The  only  remedies  which  appear  to  have  produced  even 
temporary  advantaee^  in  the  case  detailed  by  Dr.  Southey,  were 
combinations  of  puTvisantimonialis,  with  the  blue  pill :  and,  as 
local  remedies,  the  ak^mation  of  poultices,  with  Dandages  of 
adhesive  plaister. 

1  jk  Om  some  Affections  of  the  Larynx  which  require  the  Oper^ 
UtionofBrondiotomy;  by  W.  Lawrcfnce,  F.R.S.,  &c. 

The  best  idea   we  can  gK'e  of  this  valuable  paper,  is,  to 

Sjuote  the  conclusions  which  Mr.  Lawrence  has  been  led  to 
ortn  from^  his  observations  and  inquiries. 

'^  1.  That  the  larynx  is  subject  to  affections  differing  consider* 
ably  in  the  nature  of  Uieir  symptoms,  and  in  their  progress ;  but  re« 
aemUinff  each  other  in  their  ultimate  effect,  of  obstructing  the 
passage l^which  air  is  recdved  into  the  chest 

*^  S.  That  the  difficulty  of  breathing  amounting  to  a  sense  of 
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^iflbcation,  the  raund  produced  by  the  pasMge  ofthe  air^  tlie  iil)i» 
tion  of  the  voice,  which  is  either  extremdy  hoarse  or  reduced  to  a 
aeucelf  .audible  whisper,  in  many  caaea  pain  of  the  throat,  and 
difficulty  of  avralfewiiig,  together  with  the  absence  of  sympuans  in« 
<)icatipg  affection  ok*  any  other  organs,  are  the  signs  by  wnich  this 
obstruction  may  be  recognized. 

"  3.  That  die  impfded  state  of  respiration  causes  a  violent  eon* 
9titutional  dii^turbance  in  the  acute  cynanche  laryngea,  while  it  has 
a  general  debilitating  influence  in  the  more  chronic  forms  of  the 
disorder ;  aiul  tliat  these  effectkare  in  themselves  fatalj  after  a  c«r- 
lain  tiui<^  even  if  the  original  obstruction  be  obviated. 

*'  4.  That  local  and  general  bleedings  blisters,  and  th*- various 
internal  means  are  usually  inefficacious. 

''  5.  That  the  operation  of  bronchotomy,  by  providmg  an  artificial 
^ening  for  the  air,  produces  complete  reliiJ,  but,  for  the  reason* 
nu^Titioned  wider  the  third  head,  it  is  ineffectualj  unless  performed 
yery  early. 

"  ■  6.  That  the  operation  is  free  from  danger,  has  been  manv 
times  successfully  performed,  and  has  not  in  any  instance  produced 
unpleasant  consequences.— pp.  ^\Q,  245. 

With  regard  to  the  operation  itself,  our  author  regards  th» 
th}'roid  cartilage  the  least  eligible  situation  for  making  the 
opening,  chiefly  from  **  the  inconvenience  in  tlic  case  of  angina 
w'yngca,  arising  from  the  swoln  aiul  thidcened  state  of  tlie  mem-* 
Urane  which  may  actually  inij)ede  the  paasf^  of  the  air^^  He 
conceives  that  tne  6ttest  part  is  between' tl\je  thjTCMd  and  the 
cricoid  cartilages ;  as  the  prelection  of  the  former  serves  "  as 
a  guide  to  the  part  which  sliould  be  opened.'^  The  greatest 
difticulty,  in  pCTforming  the  operation^  arises  frooa  tlie  rapid 
motions  of  the  larynx  ;  and  this  also  fretiucntly  renders  it  im« 
possible  to  keep  a  tulie  in  the  orifice  with  the  view  of  preqerv-* 
ing  it  open.  \Vhen  it  can  be  retained,  it  should  be  ^^  a  ahor^ 
ftiUenea  eanula,  curved  so  as  to  correspoid  to  the  axis  of  the 
trachea.^ 

The  paper  is  illustrated  by  cases ;  and,  like  all  the  com« 
puiuicatiiHis  of  its  author,  is  remarkable  for  its  perspicuity ^  and 
the  closeness  of  the  reasoning  employed  to  demoostrafte  tlie 
propriety  of  the  practice  intended  to  be  recommended. 

16.  Experiw€nt8  and  Obsermtumg  m  order  to  ascertain  tk4 
mfflfft  tmploued  ly  the  Animal  (Ecwumy  in  the  Formatitm  of 
Bone ;  by  John  Howship,  Esq. 

The  ample  analysis,  which  we  gave  of  this  paper  in  ouf 
Half-Yearly  Retrospect  of  INIedical  Science*,  urecludes  the 
tiecessnty  oi  our  again  takmg  it  under  review  in  tins  place. 

(To  be  continued,  J 
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jtn  Jcamki  9f  Two  nttetnfid  Optraiioms  for  rrMarinff  a  tosi 
Xo9efrom  the  Imiesmmewis  of  ike  Fureheadj  im  tie  C«»«»  of 
Two  Ofieen  of  Sit  MajeU^'**  Army:  to  which  are pnjited 
Htsioneal  and  PhyMuJo^ical  Remarks  om  the  Xasol  Operation^ 

,  ineluduig  Descriptions  ^'the  Indian  and  Italian  Methods.  I^y 
J.  C.  Cabfue,  Memb^  of  the  Royal  CoIle<^  of  Siurgeoiis, 
LondoD,  &a  4u>.  pp.  lOS.  Plates.  Lbndou,  l5l6.  LongtnaB. 

That  *'  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun,^  is  an  obseiw 
Vatlon,  the  truth  of  which  has  been  confirmed  by  the  experience 
of  as  many  ages  as  have  passed  away  since  it  was  utteml.  In 
the  present  instance,  the  operation,  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
Essay  before  us,  is  of  very  ancient  origin ;  and,  althougli  it 
had  most  unaccountably  fallen  into  disuse  in  Europe,  yet  it  hat 
long  been,  and  still  is,  practised  in  India  with  the  greatest 
success.  As^  this  fact  was  very  generally  known  in  this 
country,  and  die  opportunities  wfiicn  British  surgcous  have 
enjoyed  of  seeing  the  operation  perfonued  in  the  East  have 
been  sufficiendy  numerous,  it  is  matter  of  astonishment  tliat  it 
has  iKcn  so  long  neglected ;  and,  therefore,  not  the  least  part 
of  Mr.  Carpue^s  merit  is  the  boldness  with  which  he  has  stepped 
Y>ut  of  the  beaten  track.  The  alacrity  with  which  he  seized 
the  opportunity  of  performing  an  operation,  any  knowledge  ho 
could  have  possessed  of  which  he  must  have  obtained  only 
from  his*  course  of  reading,  is  highly  creditable  to  him  as  a 
surgeon  ;  and  the  industry  which  he  has  displayed  in  tracing 
the  operation  to  its  origin,  as  far  as  books  can  afford  any  in« 
funiiatiou  on  the  subject,  is  no  less  creditable  to  him  as  a\\ 
author. 

It  appears  that  the  first  mention  of  the  operation,  as  tx^ing 
performed  in  Europe,  is  in  a  manuscript  work  of  Peter  Itan- 
zano.  Bishop  of  Luccro,  intitlcd  The  An nnis  of  the  World. 
It  is  there  stated,  under  the  year  1442,  that  "  one  Branca,  a 
Sicilian  surgeon,  practised  a  method  of  .sup])lying  deficiencies 
of  the  ears,  lips,  and  nose;^  and  that  the  practict^  was  continued 
by  Branca'^s  son.  The  method  Branca  and  his  son  adopted, 
was  tb  supply  the  deficiency  either  from  the  arm  of  the  jiatient, 
**  or  by  infixing  upon  the  part  the  nose  of  a  slave  :^  at  least, 
so  says  Calentius,  a  Neapolitan  poet,  in  k  letter  to  Orpianus,  a 
friend,  whom  he  wished  to  undergo  the  c^ratiou.-— ^^  Bo  as- 
sured,^ adds  he,  *^  that  if  you  come,  you  may  go  home  affaiit 
uith  as  much  nose  as  you  please.***  The  art  is  also  stated  by 
Gabriel  Barri,  in  his  work  l)e  Antiquitatc  ct  Situ  ('alabria*, 
t9  have  been  successively  practised  by  three  generatima  ok* 

&  G  2 
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M,  fiunily  of  the  name  of  Boiani,  physicians  and  sargeons  ia 
Tropea,  previous  to  the  year  1571. 

The  early  medical  wiiters  who  are  quoted  by  Mr.  Carpus 
as  having  mentioned  and  described  this  operation,  are  Alexander 
Benedictus,  in  hiq  work  De  Anatomia,  Venice,  1407 ;  Gabriel 
Fallopius,  in  a  tract  intitled  De  Decoratione ;  Ambrose  Pare ; 
Andrew  Vesalius,  in  the  third  l)ook  of  his  Chtrurgia  Magna, 
Venice,  1^9 ;  Stephen  Goiirraejen,  the  contemporary  and  ad« 
yersary  of  Par^ ;  and  Jdin  Schenck,  of  Granenbf  rg,  whose 
**  first  work,  De  Capite  Huvnano,  was  printed  at  Bale  in  1584.'' 
But  the  writer  of  the  greatest  celebrity  on   this  subject,  waa 
Gaspar  Taliacozzo,  or  Taliacotius :  and,  for  tlie  beneht  of  such 
of  our  readers  as  may  be  unacquainted  with  the  history  of  thii 
person,  we  extract  the  accoOnt  given  of  him  by  our  author. 

"  Gaspar  Taliacoszo,  commonly  called  Taliacotiu?,  was  bom  at 
«  Bologna,  in  the  year  1546,  and  died  in  the  same  city,  in  1599»  ^g^ 
iifty-three  ye^rs.  He  appears  to  have  passed  the  wliolp,  pr  nearly 
the  wbole^  of  his  life  in  Holo^pia,  where  he  filled,  for  many  year9| 
the  chair  of  anatomy  and  medicine  in  its  University^  and  where  he 
enjoyed^  even  in  his  pfertime,  the  liighest  reputation,  both  for  his 
general  attainments,  and  for  his  operations  on  tne  cars,  lips,  and  nose: 
and,  on  the  latter  account,  he  was  resorted  to  from  different  parts  ot 
Europe.  At  his  death,  the  magistracy  of  Bologna.  I^onourednis  me« 
mofty  with  a  statue,  which  they  placed  in  the  Anatomical  Theatre 
of  the  Uniyersity.  This  statue,  which  is  said  to  be  a  good  likeness 
of  the  person  it  represents,  remains,  or  very  lately  did  so,  in  full  pre* 
servatifin,  andJias  in  its  liand  a  nose,  as  an  e^iblem  of* the  art  which 
he  practised^ith  so  much  feme  and- success.  Xhe  faculty  of 
Bologna,  desirous,  in  tlieir  turn,  to  raise  a  nu>iiument,  which  midit 
show  tlieir  gratitude  to  a  professor  who  had  greatly  pontributed  to 
the  reputation  of  their  schools,  caused  tlie  following  inscription  to 
be  engravfkl  bn  a  marble  tablet,  which  they  set  up  in  the  same  place  \ 

D.  O.  M. 

Gaspmu  Taliacozzo  .civi  Bononieksi, 

Philosc^ho  ac  Medico  letati^  sua?  celeberruuoj 

Cum  universum  huTnapi  corporis  anatomen. 

In  doctisdmorum  virorum  frequentissimo  conventi; 

Publice  administratam, 
Facundi&,  methodd  ac  do9tring,  admirabili  explicavit ; 
Ejusque  incompertas  adhuc  partes  in  hioem  prodidit^ 
t  Animi  grati  et  perpetuo*  memorise  ergo, 

Lect.  Medidque  PP. 
Ordinaritt  Anatomes  ab  illo  adroini^tratae  Monumentum, 

''But,  though Taliacotius  had  long  devoted  himself,  widi  singu- 
lar zeal,  to  the  operations  in  question ;  though,  on  that  account,  he 
Bad  been  resorted  to  fh>m  various  |>arts  of  Europe ;  and  though 
aeveral  contemporaries  of  the  profession  had  referred  to  his  opera* 
tioniin  their  wgrks;  it  was  not  till  the  year  1587,  after  theappe^ 
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anoe  of  a  tact,  De  Deooratione^  cpllM^ted  from  the  lessons  of  Strfxop 
Mercwiali,  and  puUished  by  Julius  Mancini,  that  Talfacotiustook  i|p 
the  pen  hiniiself,  and,  in  his  Epistola  adTIieronymum  Mercurialem, 
de  Naribu-s  multo  ante  abscissis  reficiendis,  f^ave  the  world  an  ac- 
count of  his  method,  and  pronii:>ed  a  fuller  exposition  on  the  sub- 
ject. In  1 597,  he  redeemed  thin  promise,  by  printing,  in  ioHo,  at 
Venice,  his  work,  De  Curtorum  Chirur/^*a  per  Inutionem,  Libfo 
duo ;  additis  Cutis  Traducis,  Instriinicntonmi  omniimi,  atone  De- 
ligationum,  Iconibus  at  Tabulis.  Tlie  ^ame  work  was  reprinted,  in 
the  ibiiowing  year,  in  octavo,  at  Frankibrt." — pp.  T— 9. 

Of  this  singular  work,  which  was  comprised  iu  two  hooka» 
Mr.  Carpue  has  given  a  r^tlier  detailed  account.  The  iirat 
4)ook  ia  occupied  wixh  tlie  theory  of  the  operation,  in  describing 
tlie  different  kinds  of  skin,  and  ptiier  parliculars  connected  wita 
H :  in  the  aeoond,  the  various  steps  of  tli^  operation  itself  ar^ 
pcunted  out 

**  After  particularizing,''  says  oiur  author,  ''the  instruments 
and  other  apparatus  required,  he  proceeds  to  the  delineation  or 
marking  oat  of  the  skin  on  the  arm,  whicli  was  the  first  thing  to  b^ 
performed.  A  portion  of  integument,  of  safiicient  sise,  and  of  a 
square  or  oblong  sliape,  according  to  the  general  form  required, 
being  detet-mihed  on  and  marked,  an  incision  was  made  on  eadi 
side,  while  tJie  upper  and  lower  ends  remained  untouched.  Thb 
portion  of  int^^Tument  was  tlien  dissected  from  the  muscle  beneath* 
and  a  piece  of  linen  passed  between  the  integument  and  the  muscle  ; 
and,  tnis  done,  the  patient  was  kept  quiet,  and  the  wound  preserved, 
with  many  precautions,  from  inflauunation  and  luemorrhage^  for 
some  days.     Thus  far,  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  detective  nose. 

"  The  next  stage  of  the  operation  waS)  to  detach  one  of  the 
«nds  of  the  graft,  or  flap  of  integmnent,  from  the  arm.  The  flap 
had  two  surfaces^  tlie  upper  or  exterior,  and  under  or  int^or  ;  tlie 
first  smooth  and  well  coloured,  the  second  red  and  uneven.  The 
grafly  when  now  cut  at  one  of  its  ends,  was  therefore  to  be  turned, 
so  that  f  he  natural  surface  might  be  outermost.  If  the  nose  or  upper 
lip  was  to  he  supplied,  then  the  upper  end  of  the  graft,  nearest  die 
^rmpit,  was  cut;  if  the  lower  lip,  then  tlie  lower  end,  nearest  the 
elbow,  was  cut.  To  bring  the  flap  into  contact  with  the  lip  or  nose, 
and  preserve  it  in  that  situation,  without  detaching  it,  by  both  ite 
ends,  from  the  arm,  was  the  next  thing  to  be  done.  At  this  period 
of  the  operation,  the  patient  put  on  a  dress  provided  for  the  purpose, 
and  fav  means  of  which  it  was  possible  so  to  bind  his  ann  in  contact 
with  nis  face,  as  that  it  was  no  longer  in  his  power  to  move  the  one 
nor  die  other.  The  patient  having  put  on  the  dress,  the  surgeon 
proceeded  to  dissect  away  the  integuments  of  the  edges  of  the  de» 
ficient  pirts.  A  mpdel  c^  the  proposed  end  of  the  nose  was  to  be 
niade  oif  paper,  and  this^  when  flattened,  served  as  a  pattern  for 
shaping  the  graft,  or  flap  of  skin.  The  graft  being  now  brought  Xo 
the  nose,  bv  lifting  the  arm,  to  which,  at  one  end,  it  adherea,  and 
being  found  tq  fit,  was  fastened  by  ligatures,  Tlie  stitches  were  at 
filial'  intervals  in  the  nose,  but  both  at  smaUer  and  unequal  di  raacei 
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m  the  cfaft.  The  graft,  or  flap  of  skin,  faavii^  been  Ami  mM 
to  the  defective  nose^  the  patient  was  bound,  so  that  he  coiua  not 
Air  in  any  direction ;  and  cloths  dipt  in  a  mixture  of  equal  quanti* 
ties  of  white  of  egg^  and  rose-water  were  ^plied  for  an  boor  and  a 
half  to  the  wound  on  the  arm,  to  prevent  mftammation.  Tents 
dipped  in  white  of  eggs,  were  introduced  into  the  noetrfis,  and 
pteogets,  dipped  in  like  manner,  laid  upon  the  outside, 

*'  The  remainder  of  the  second  book  .describes  the  manner  m 
which,  at  the  end  of  twelve  days,  the  patient's  arm  is  to  be  released 
from  his  face,  the  graft  being  at  length  wholly  cut  away  firom  the 
arm  ;  the  manner  of  modelling  the  septum ;  the  plasters  and  ban- 
dages ;  the  care  to  be  taken,  for  some  time,  to  defend  the  new  nose 
from  accidental  injury  ;  and  what  is  peculiar  in  the  treatment  of 
defective  ears  and  lips.  At  the  close  of  the  work  is  a  series  of 
twenty*two  engravings  on  wood,  in  which  are  exhibited  the  instni- 
ncnts  to  be  employed,  the  dress  in  whidi  the  patient  was  confined, 
jmd  the  various  stages  ot  the  operations."*^pp.  14— l6u 

A  fac  simile  of  the  eighth  figure  in  TaliacotiuVs  work  ac- 
companies this  description ;  and  a  number  of  writers  contem- 
porary with  and  subsequ^it  to  Taliacotius  are  quoted,  as 
oearing  testimony  to  his  cures,  or  describing  the  operatiou  as 
having  been  successfully  performed  by  others. 

Having  thus  traced  the  progress  of  the  ojieration  ip  £urope 
for  restoring  a  nose,'  Mr.  Carpue  endeavours  to  point  fVut  tfie 
causes  which  led  to  its  neglect.  He  shews  pretty  clearly,  that  ex* 
vept  in  one  case  mentioned  by  Hildanus  as  having  occurred  in 
Switzerland,  the  operation  in  Europe  was  never  successfully  per- 
formed out  of  Italy ;  aiid  even  the  latter  continental  writers  hava 
treateil  it  as  theoretically  possible,  but  not  very  likely  to  sue- 
c^  in  practice.  As  civilisation  also  advanced,  our  autlidr 
conceives,  that  the  necessity  for  the  operation  would  necessarily 
become  less ;  owing  to  which,  and  failures  in  execution,  prac- 
titioners might  be  deterred  from  performing  the  operation  ; 
•♦  and  would  find  it  easier  to  ridicule  and  discredit  the  example 
df  Taliacotius,  than  to  follow  it  either  with  profit  or  reputa- 
tion.* With  regard,  however,  to  the  necessity  for  the  operation 
becoming  less,  tJiere  may  be  some  doubts ;  for  although  noses 
ceased  to  he  cut  off,  yet  in  tlie  sixteaith  century  many  mu^t 
have  been  lost  from  tlie  ravages  which  syphilis  was  theu  makii^ 
in  its  progress  through  Euroi^e.  It  must  however  be  altowecH 
iiiat  the  state  of  tliese  patients  was  by  no  means  favourable  for 
Kpbdng  the  lost  member,  had  the  operation  even  been  at* 
tempted. 

Our  author  regards  as  another  caqse  of  the  disuse  of  the 
Taliacotian  practice,  the  ridicule  thrown  upon  the  supporters 
of  the  doctrine  of  healing  simple  incised  wounds  by  the  medium 
o(  adhesive  infiammatim^  owing  to  their  tincturing  their  practice 
wxtlx  tlie  most  absurd  mysteries,  ceremonies,  and  doctrines. 
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^  ^  They  wew  called  Sympathetic  Doctors,,  and  thisly  teught'  fhe  ' 
existence  of  sympathies  between  the  most  mcongruous  bodies  in-nai^ 
ture ;  aeedunting^  in  this  manner,  among  other  thingB,  foe  their  cinrei 
of  wounds.    These  cures  iktf  pretended  to  efiect  by  using  ceremo^ ' 
niei^  over  subiects  between  which  and  them  there  wte  no  natural 
coonscti^n^  ai^  l^hich  were  also  at  a  greater  cnr  less  distance  fiom, 
tile  «p^  ;A11  this  was  juggle,  like  the  kocus^'pociu  of  ordinary  con*' 
jurors ;  bu^  sUrange  as  it  must  seem,  there  was  sound  sense  beneath  jl 
*  They  chose  out/  says  a  modern  professional  writer.  '  fit  cases  or 
dean  incised  wounds;  they  put  the  lips  neatly  together ;  and  v^rf 
generally  held  them  dose  by  a  sticking  plaster,  so  well  compose^ 
and  sp  firm,  that  tJiey  called  it  iemplastrum  strktivum  ;  the]^  took  cu#' 
never  to  undo  the  dressing  tit)  vt^  wound  wiub  healed.    Had  thejp 
ventoMd  to  ky  the  Iqps  of  k  w;ouhd  simply  together;  and  XBAelSmim> 
ttihefe,  they  woold  have  been  gieady  abused  for  follswilii;  tW 
rfnqple  rules  of  nature.    But  they  took  credit,  lor  something  Uke^ 
vitdipr^;  '^nd  they  coMesoended  tp  dress  the  axes  and  awords^ 
that  die  wounds  themselyes  might  have  leave  to  lie  at  rest  till 
theybealedV  .\      [ 

**  Among  the  most  disdnguished  of  the  Sympathetics,  was  Joha 
Artist  Vjaa  HelmonL  It  was  this  writer  who,  in  attempting  Xd 
support  his  visions,  by  reciting,  among  othn*  ridiculous  tales,  an 
account  of  a  gentleman  of  Brussels^  that  had  his  nose  restored,  but 
who  lost  it  agun  through  the  power  of  sympathy,  mixed  the  nani^ 
of  Tidia430Cius  with  the  fellies  of  the  Syvqiathetic  SchooL  The  itorj 
^idi  has  beep  as  idly  commented  upon^  as  it  was  originallj  taid»  i$ 
subjoined ;  imd  we  must  remember,  that  Van  Hehnont  is  defi^oidu^ 
those  appearances  which  he  imputes  to  sjrmpathies,  against  the  l^os* 
tile  imputation  of  Satanic  influence. 

''  The  ibllowing  case,  at  least,  will  be  acknowledged  to  be  fi^ 
from  every  illusion  of  Satan.-^'  A  native  of  Brussels,  who  had  lostf 
his  nose  iu  battle,  repaired  to  Tagliaoozzo,  a  surgeon  of  Bologna,  to 
have  his  nose  restored ;  and,  as  he  dreaded  to  have  the  incision 
made  in  his  own  arm,  a  labouring  man  was  found,  who,  for  a  remu« 
neration,  suffered  the  nose  to  be  taken  from  his  ann.  About  thirteen 
months  ;»fler  his  return  to  Brussels,  the  adscititious  nose  suddenly 
becaxne  cold,  and,  after  a  few  days,  dropped  off,. in  a  litate  of  putre** 
fiiction*  The  cause  cS.  this  unexpected  occurrence  having  been  in- 
vestigated, it  was  discovered,  that  at  the  same  moment  in  which  the 
nose  g»ew  e^,  tlie  labourer  at  Bologna  expired.  Persons  %till  living 
lit  Bniasoia  were  eye-witnesses  of  tliis  transaction.'  Is  it  not  a  cleai; 
instance  sf  the  magnetic  properties  of  the  ntumia,  that  a  nose,  which, 
for  so  many  months  after  adhesion,  had  enjoyed  common  life,  sense, 
and  the  vegetative  faculty,  should  thus  suadenly  die,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Alps?  I  ask,  what  is  there  of  superstition  or  phantasy 
in  this  case  tr^-pp.  26—^8. 

»»-^— y— — i^     ■■■      ■■  f     ■  I  ■  III,!  ■  ■     II  I    I  M  ■  I  I — 

*'  •  Prineipks  of  Surgeri/,  Edinburgh,  4to.  1801,  voL  i  S9- 

"+  De  Magnelka  Vulncrum  Naturali  el  Legilimd  Curatione,  tjici 
|2S.     Parisiis,  1621.  * 
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'    The  doctrines  of  Taliacotius  were  also  nusunderstoodi  uA 
fonsequently  misrepreaetited  and  neglected. 

Mr.  Caq>ue  next  proceeds  to  describe  the  Indian  methodoC 
performing  the  operation,  which  is  that  which  he  has  practised; 
and  quotes  the  account  of  it  published  in  the  Gentleman^s  Ma- 
ffazine,  1794;  and  thtit  of  Pennant,  given  in  his  View  of 
Hindostan^  printed  in  1 798.  The  latter  had  stated  it  to  be  t 
^^  branch  of  European  surgery,^  adopted  by  a  Poonah  artist; 
anasser^on^  which  our  author  easily  refutes^  and  advances 
aui&cient  evidence  to  prove,  tliat  it  has  been  practised  in  Indii 
from  '^  time  immemonal.^  It  is  confined  to  a  particular  cast 
of  Himdoosy  who  are  koomas^  or^  potters,  or  bnck-makera ;  a 
€ucunstance  wbicb  is  explained  b;  the  fact,  that  the  «ast  U> 
which  these  trades  are  allotted  are  degraded  Brahmins,  or  tbeir 
descendants,  who  also  fellow  the  profesnon  of  oRtrAmgnxA 
physic.  Their  method  of  operating  will  be  describecfwlien 
we  examme  onr  author^s  own  cases. 

With  regard  to  the  true  origin  of  the  operation,  oar  author 
demonstrates  that  it  was  known  long  before  the  time  of  Branca; 
who  received  it  from  Calabria,  into  which  it  travelled  probably 
from  Greece  or  Arabia ;  and  it  may  have  found  its  way  into 
ihe  Grecian  p^nsgja  fipm  the  eastern  parts  of  Asia.  It  is 
impossible  correctly  to  trace*  its  origin,  eittier  in  Europe  or  in 
India;  and  it  is  probable,  as  our  author  observes,  that  it  may 
bejrfaced 

"  among  the  acquirements  of  the  whole  eastern  and.  ancient 

^(vld^  the  lays  of  whvse  light  have  saccessivefy,  fVom  age  to  age, 

^netrated  the  forests  and  recesses  of  Europe^    It  is  probable^  ne^ 

vertheless,  that  while  the  general  principles  of  the  art  were  earlv 

and  widely  spread^  the  particular  methoos  had  their  origin  in  partN 

cular  and  imconnected  inventors.    The  express  rejection,  by  Talia< 

Cotius^  of  the  integuments  of  the  forehead^  for  the  material  of  the 

new  nose,  as  beiiig  alien  to  the  part^ '  and  not  to  be  commodiously 

joined  with  it,  fbniM  a  tot<il  separation  from  the  Indian  method  ; 

while  his  choice  of  those  of  the  arm  was  in  exact  conformity  with 

the  Calabrian."^p.  52, 5S. 

...  % 

Having  finished  the  historical  account  of  the  orisin  oF  the 

operation,  onr  author  next  enters  into  an  examinatien  of  the 
physiological  principles  npoa  whieh  its  snccess  depends.  A 
great  number  of  curious  ficts  ai-e  rehitcd  to  prove  that  arflnv 
sion  occurs  in  wounded  surfaces,  both  in  the  animal  and^  the 
Vegetable  kingdoms,  even  when  the  parts  brought  into  contact 
l)eiong  to  dift*erent  species  of  animals  and  vegetables.  As  wc 
conceive  there  is  scarcely  any  individual  in  the  profession  to 
whom  these  facts  are  nut  familiar,  we  should  re|putl  the  de- 
tailed manner  in  which  they  are  related  by  our  author  as^  at 
hkstk  very  unneccssarv,  were  we  not  awarc^  that  the  work  is  ia^ 
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tended  mther  for  the  general  reader  than  the  medical  inquirer. 
The  means  by  which  this  adhesion  is  eiFected  is  a  more  iateh 
resting  topic  of  inquiry.  The  fblbwing  are  Mr.  Corpue^s  opU 
nions  on  tnat  subject 

"  Adhesive  inflammation,  or  the  inflammation  which  ministeftf 
to  adhesion,  is  a  consequence  of  violence  done  to  the  blood-vessels. 
The  inflammation  produces  a  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  blood. 

"  Blood>  in  the  living  animal,  and  in  a  health&l  state,  may  be 
separated  into  three  substances,  forming  one  homogeneous  fluid.    , 

"  If  blood  is  drawn  from  a  blood-vessel,  and  suffered  to  gro^ 
cold,  it  readily  sepai-ates  into  two  parts ;  a  coagulum  and  a  fluid ; 
the  irst  floating  or  swnnming  in  the  latter. 

"  Hie  coagulum  is  called  cras^amentum ;  the  fluid,  serum. 

"  The  crassamentum  contains  two  parts  of  the  blood ;  red  glo4 
bules,  and  the  coagulating  lymph'.  Wash  away  the  red  globmes^ 
and  the  coagulating  lymph  remains.  The  coagulating  lymph  is  «f 
a  jelly-like  substance,  white  ^nd  semi-transparent;  and,  on  inspec* 
tion,  is  found  to  be  fibrous.     The  fibres  are  sensible  to  the  galvanic 

influence. 

*'  This  separation  of  the  tJiree  parts  of  the  blood,  which,  while 
the  blood  is  in  a  healthy  state,  is  only  to  be  artificially  eflfected^  fol- 
lows naturally  upon  the  inflammation  produced  by  violence  on  tho  . 
vessels. 

"  In  a  cut  or  incised  wound,  blood  is  at  first  effused  m  an  undi« 
vided  state ;  but,  as  soon  as  inflammation  supervenes,  a  ditisioh 
takes  place.  Of  the  blood  which  is  poured  out  froni  a  wound,  a 
portion  remains  between  the  lips ;  of  this  portion,  in  its  divided 
state,  the  serum  and  red  globules  are  absorbed,  or  escape,  and  only 
coagulating  lymph  is  left.  This  lymph,  wbidi,  from  its  glutinoifs 
substance,  is  an  immediate  cause  of  the  holding  together  df  the  lips 
tf  the  wound,  and  becomes  presently  the  means  or  medium  of  pei?« 
manent  adhesion. 

"  inosculation;    or,  manner  of  adhesion. 

"  It  remains  only  to  speak  of  the  inanntr  in  which  adhesion  is 
ef&cted,  through  its  medium  of  coagulating  lymph.  Much  has  been 
said  and  writtenon  adhesive  inflammation ;  bnt,  in  truth,  we  do  not 
clearly  understand  whxit  actually  takes  place  in  this  extraordinary 
union.  A  part  is  divided ;  and  being  brought  into  contact,  the  cat 
surfaces  are  united  by  coagulating  lymph.  In  this  is  the  lymph  sepa* 
rated  from  the  red  particles  and  serum,  which  has  escaped  between 
-the  interstices  of  the  straps ;  oty  does  this  serve  as  a  bed  for  the  ves- 
sela  to  shoot  into,  and  inosculate  }  Or,  does  it  become  organized 
by  vessels  shooting  into  its  substance  ?  Or,  is  coagulating  lymph 
poured  out  by  the  arteries,  when  the  part  is  inflamed  ?  Or,  doea 
galvanic  attraction  take  place?  By  one  of  these  or  other  means, 
a  perfect  adhesion  and  incorporation  of  parts  is  established.  This, 
in  the  case  of  accidental,  simple,  incised,  or  cut  wounds,  is  the  cure 
by  the  first  hdeHium :  Nature  trying  this  Jirsty  and  resorting  to  no 
<A^  tf  she  finds  this  suflicient ;  and  human  aid  being  no  way  bene* 
'flUiy  i^pIicaUe,  excqpt  in  assisting  to  bring  the  lips  of  the  wound 
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into  contact,  and  keeping  them  so.     In  the  case  of  artificial  indaon, 
•the  cure  is  the  same ;  and  hence  the  practicability  of  causing  the  ad- 
hesion of  a  new  nose  to  tlie  face." — ^pp.  74 — 78. 

Now  although  we  do  not  materially  object  to  the  above  ex- 
planation of  die  adhesion  of  living  parts,  yet,  we  cannot  avoid 

.remarking  how  prone  we  are  to  overlook  the  simplicity  of  Na- 
ture in  all  her  operations,  and  to  call  to  our  assistance  what  we 
do  not  fully  understand.  Thus  we  can  readily  comprehend 
oinr  author,  when  he  talks  of  coaguluble  lymph  oeing  thrown 
out  by  wounded  surfaces,  and  forming  the  first  vinculum  of 
union,  when  they  are  placed  in  contact,  until  the  anastomosing 
branches  extend  and  fi^rm  a  perfect  incorjwration  of  parts ;  but 

.  wc  are  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  follow  him,  when  he  calls  in  the 
aid  of  "  galvanic  attraction,''  or  to  conceive  by  what  means  it 
can  operate  in  producing  the  adhesion  of  diviaed  surfaces.. 

But  l)eside8  the  adhe»ive  process,  as  the  new  nose  is  formed 
only  of  the  integuments  of  the  forehead,  granulations  must  be 
formed  by  the  interior  raw  surface  to  fill  up  the  void ;  thence 
the  living  processes  to  be  promoted  for  securing  the  success  of 
the  nasal  operation,  are  adhesion^  and,  to  use  tlie  language  of 
Taliacotius,  resarciratioti. 

The  first  of  the  operations  pci-formed  by  Mr*  Carpue  was 
on  an  officer,  who  had  lost  his  nose  from  the  excessive  use  of 
mercury  for  tlie  cure  of  hepatitis :  the  septum,  the  whole  front 
of  tlie  nose,  and  a  small  portion  of  tlie  alic  were  gone,  the  nasal 
boBes  only  remaining  entire.  Having  assured  himself  tliat  the 
parts  were  in  a  healthy  state,  our  author  first,  following  the  Indian 
method,  performed  the  operation  several  times  on  the  dead 
subject,  and  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  his  professional 
friends,  satisfied  himself  as  to  tlie  best  mode  of  proceeding. 

*'  At  length,  on  the  23d  of  October,  accompanied  by  my  friends, 
Messrs.  Sawrey  and  Warren,  and  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lamert, 
surgeon  to  His  Majesty's  thirtieth  regiment  of  foot,  who  attended  ai 
the  request  of  the  patient,  I  proceeded  to  perform  tlie  operation. 

"  The  patient's  forehead  was  unusually  low,  and,  on  uiataccounl, 
jfxmie  days  previously  to  performing  tlie  operation,  I  removed  the 
hair,  by  the  roots,  from  the  scalp ;  the  integuments  of  that  part  be* 
ing  required  to  form  the  septum  or  base  of  the  nose.  This  portion 
of  the  integuments  to  be  dissected,  was  my  only  subject  of  uneasi- 
ness; my  fear  being,  that  the  hair  would  grow,  and  prevent  adh<^- 
gion. 

"  Having  'well  ascertained  the  size  of  the  graft  required,  by 
means  of  a  wax  model,  which  I  tlien  flattened,  .incl  laid  on  the  fore- 
head, I  drew  the  outline  round  it  with  red  })aint.  J  drew  lines, 
also,  on  the  sides,  where  I  wa^  to  make  the  incision,  and  a  line  be- 
neath for  the  septum.  This  done,  the  patient  leaped  upon  a  table^ 
•aiKl,  laying  himself  on  his  back,  with  his  head  supported  by  a  pil- 
low, refused  to  be  held ;  saying,  "  I  hope  I  shall  bdiave  like  a  maoK' 
Nor  did  he  make  the  soiaUest  complaint  during  the  operation. 
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"  I  now  made  an  incision  on  the  right,  and  then  on  the  left; 
and  dissected  out  a  safiicient  (]uantity  of  the  face,  with  some  mus«  - 
fiilar  libres  of  tlie  Compressor  Xares,  and  the  Levator  and  Depressor 
I,abii  Superiores  Ala^ue  Nasi,  to  receive  what  was  to  be  dissected 
from  the  forehead.  I  made  a  simple  incision  for  receiving  of  the 
fleptuni,  considering,  that  the  inner  part  of  the  integuments  would 
certainly  unite  witii  the  upper ;  and  that  if,  when  adhesion  took 
place  on  the  upper  part  of  the  lip,  hairs  should  grow  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  integuments  intended  to  form  the  septum,  and  the  old 
and  new  parts,  in  consequence,  should  not  unite,  I  could  then,  with 
greater  s^ety,  dissect  the  roots  of  the  hair  from  the  part,  and  bring 
it  into  contact  with  the  lower  part  of  the  incision.  My  apprehend 
f'ions,  however,  appeared,  ultimately,  to  have  been  groundless;  for 
both  surfaces  readily  united,  and  an  excellent  septum  was  formed.  - 

"  Tile  parts  of  the  face  being  prepared  for  tne  reception  of  the 
new  nose,  i  began  tliat  part  of  the  operation  which  belongs  to  the 
forehead,  by  making  an  incision  along  the  lines  I  had  drawn.  I 
then  diswcted  the  integuments,  merely  leaving  the  pericranium. 
Tlie  angular  artery,  on  the  lef^  side,  bled  freely ;  but  the  loss  of 
Mood  was  verv  inconsiderable,  and  there  was  no  occasion  for  tying 
the  artery.  The  part  which  was  dissected,  and  which  hung  down^ 
became  of  a  purple  colour ;  and  the  patient,  at  this  period,  informed 
nip,  tiiat  his  forehead  felt  extremely  cold.  I  applied  warm  spongas^ 
wliich  aflfbrded  great  relief,  and  which  were  continued  during  the 
remainder  of  the  operation. 

"  My  next  steps  were  to  make  the  turn  of  tlie  dissected  parts, 
and,  introduced  the  septum  into  the  incision  of  the  upp^r  lip,  where 
I  confined  it  by  ligature.  After  this,  I  brought  tlie  integuments 
exactly  into  contact  witli  the  integuments  on  the  left  side,  and  fixed 
them  also  by  two  ligatures ;  and,  tlien,  I  did  the  same  on  the  rmht. 
I  introduced  lint  to  distend  the  nostrils,  and  applied  straps  of  aSie« 
sive  plaster  to  keep  the  integum^its  in  contact,  ^very  thing  beiny 
thus  done  for  the  nose,  my  concluding  care  was  to  brmg  the  edges 
of  the  integinuents  on  the  forehead,  and  between  the  eyebrows,  as 
near  together  as  possible,  and  keep  them  so  by  means  of  adhesive 
plaster.  ' 

**  The  patient,  being  put  to  bed,  enjoyed  some  sleep.  The  room 
>vas  kept  very  warm,  and  a  flannel  laid  on  Uic  patient's  head.  In 
the  night,  there  was  faasmorrhage,  but  not  in  any  quantity.  Perfectly 
quiet  the  next  day.  Pulse  as  before  the  operation.  Much  indina* 
tion  for  food,  but  allowed  only  barley-water  and  warm  jellies. 

*'  On  the  third  day,  I  took  off  the  dressings.*  It  will  be  sup- 
posed, that  I  felt  exceedingly  anxious  on  tliis  occasion ;  for,  though  ^ 
1  had  every  reason  to  expect  adhesion,  it  was  possible  that  it  had  not 
^ken  place.  The  parts,  however,  adhered ;  and  I  had  the  high  ^- 
tlsfaction  to  hear  the  officer,  before  alluded  to,  exclaim,  from  the 
foot  of  the  bed,  «  My  G— k1,  there  is  a  nose  !* 

'*  Adhesion,  agreeably  with  my  most  sanguine  hopes,  had  taken 
place  in  every  part;  and  the  nose  was  qf  the  same  colouir  with  the 
face.  Meantime,  it  was  perfectly  flat,  and  rose  and  fell  with  cvcrjf 
^)i»;{>irati(m  and  expiration. 
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**  The  flatness  of  the  nose  alanned  me  with  a  fear  of  its  preserving 
a  very  unsightly  appearance ;  and^  to  remedy  this^  I  thought  of  pro* 
curing  the  aixJbladder  of  a  fish,  which  I  proposed  to  introduce  into 
the  nose^  and  then  inflate,  witli  the  design  of  raising  the  point  of  the 
nose.  My  apprehensions,  however,  on  this,  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
eure,  were  groundless.  Nature  worked  with  me^  and  raised  the  nose 
by  her  own  means. 

**  Fourth  day.  Cut  away  two  ligatures,  and  dressed  the  for^. 
head,  which  appeared  in  a  very  healthy  state. 

**  F^h  day.  Nose  in  a  very  good  state.  Granulations  formed 
on  the  rarehead.  Endeavoured  to  bring  the  edges  of  die  wound  as 
much  into  contact  as  possible,  by  means  of  adhesive  plaster. 

'^  Sixth  Day.  All  the  ligatures  removed.  Patient  now  allowed 
meat,  but  particularly  desired  not  to  masticate. 

"  Seventh  day.  Patient,  having  a  good  appetite,  ordered  broiled 
kidneys,  of  which  he  ate  one  with  impunity.  In  proceeding  with 
the  second,  he  suddenly  felt  a  peculiar  sensation,  as  if  the  new  parts 
had  separated  from  the  old.  1  was  immediately  sent  for.*  On  ex< 
amining  the  nose,  I  found,  tliat  on  the  left  side,  a  small  portion  of 
the  newly-united  parts  were  divided.  The  greater  part  of  the  fis- 
sure was  again  made  to  unite ;  but  a  small  part  remained  <ipen,  as 
k  stiU  does,  though^  with  time,  its  filling  up  is  not  to  be  doubted." 

As  the  cure  proceeded,  the  nose  became  very  much  enlarged, 
and  oedematous ;  but  by  degrees  this  subsided,  and  it  was  left 
very  flat  "  Subsequently,  however,  granulations  formed,^  ths 
nose  gradually  rose,  and  assumed  the  natural  shape ;  and  nve 
can  aad  our  testimony  that  it  is  now  by  do  means  an  unsightly 
feature. 

The  second  operation  was  perfrirmed  on  a  very  gallant  offi- 
cer, Captain  Latham,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  foot,  whose  nose 
was  mutilated  by  the  cut  of  a  sabre  in  the  battle  of  Albufera. 
The  de^ee  of  mutilation  in  this  case  was  not  so  considerable; 
but  as  the  steps  of  the  operadon  did  not  differ  materially  from 
ihose  in  the  former  case,  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  give 
any  extracts  from  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  regard  this  work  as  highly  creditable 
4o  its  author;  and,  independent  of  the  professional  interest 
which  it  is  likely  to  excite  by  the  revival  or  the  nasal  operation, 
*it  is  capable  of  affording  to  every  class  of  readers  much  curi- 
ous information,  and  not  a  little  amusement  in  the  perusal. 

The  plates  are  tolerably  well  executed ;  and  are  certainly 
very  essential  for  forming  a  correct  notion  of  the  various  ap- 
pearances in  the  states  of  the  operation.  One  remark,  however^ 
we  would  make ;  which  is  applicable  to  most  of  the  modern 
works  priiamented  with  plates:  that  coloured  plates,  unless 
*.  tiDted  with  the  hand^  ese  less  acceptable  to  a  correct  eye,  than 
those  in  which  the  colour  is  g^ven  by  the  touch  of  the  graver. 
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III. 

A  General  Dispensatory^  or  Arrangement  of  the  PharTnncopcdoM 
of  London,  EdiJiburghy  and  Dublin  ;  in  which  the  Strength 
of  various  Preparations  is  expressed  by  Pharmaceutical  Num^ 
iers ;  the  different  Synonyfms  of  ^ach  Article^  Doses,  Qfiali^ 
ties.  Chemical  Numbers,  ^'c.  are  likewise  added:  and  to  the 
whole  are  prefixed  some  Observations  upon  the  present  State  of 
the  Nomeneiature  of  Pharmacy.  By  S.  Root.se Yj  F.L.& 
pp.  142,  small  8vo.  Bristol,  1815. 

This  work  may  be  prodiffiously  clever,  but  we  must  con- 
fess it  far  above  our  comprehension.  It  has  apparently  two 
objects  in  view :  first,  an  attempt  to  apply  the  doctrine  of  che- 
mical numbers  to  Pharmacy ;  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is 
premature,  and  by  no  means  likely  to  succeed ;  and  secondlj^ 
an  effort,  no  less  uitile,  to  bring  into  use  what  the  autlior  con* 
ceives  to  be  ^^  a  more  philosophical  language  of  Pharmacy*^ 

We  will  not  insult  the  ^cxxl  sense  of  our  readers,  by  eiw 
deavourinff  to  prove  the  absurdity  of  an  individual  setting 
about  sucn  a  reform.  But  our  author  thinks  otherwise:  He 
is  a  host — a  very  college  in  himself;  »and,.  in  imitation  of  the 
gravissinU  viri  of  another  college,  gravely  sets  about  not  only 
the  reform  of  pharmaceutical  language,  as  far  as  it  regards  tlie 
names  of  the  substances  and  prepcurations  employed,  as  reme- 
dies, but,  even,  as  it  relates  to  the  weights  ana  measures  bj 
which  these  are  dispensed.  Thus  taking  the  weights  of  the 
Romons  as  his  standard,  he  proposes  that  tliose  of  the  phar* 
inacopolist  shall  be  as  follows : 

**  IJSbTh asqtupolkt voii^BB Ingrains 

Uncia drachmas  ..;....     8 

Drachma scrupulos  3 

Scrupulos obolos S 

^tObolus grana...*  10" 

The  measures  he  would  divide  into  <^  those  which  are1af]ge 
and  separate,  and  those  which  are  small  and  graduated  upon  « 
single  fflass  'T  and,  therefore,  still  taking  the  Rcnnans  as  his 
l^de,  he  thinks  the  large  measures  should  be, 

'^Congius^     compkt  quartarios  4  ounoea 

Quartariiis octarios      2 

Octurius     heminas     2 

etHemina    ...»  acetabula    9** 

the  small,  or  those  which  ean  be  determined  by  a  graduate 
^lass  meaniic;^ 
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*'  Cyathus  complct  fliiiduncias  S 

Fluiduncia      li^ulas  S 

Ligiila  ^.  chemas  2 

Chema  fluidrachmas  S 

Fluidrachma  .........  fluidrachinas  2 

Fluiscriipulus fluidobolos  2 

ct  Fluidobolus mfnima  10" 

To  dip,  however,  at  once  into  the  mysteries  of  the  scicmcc, 
we  extract  tlie  page  which  presented  itself  on  our  first  opening 
the  Toiumc,  and  puzzled  us  not  a  little ;  and  if  any  of  our  rea- 
ders can  comprehend  it  completely,  even  after  the  perusal  of 
the  introduction,  and  obtaining  what  may  be  considered  as  the 
key,  we  wilt  confess  ourselves  to  be  fairly  beaten. 

^  Ecpkracterias,  a,'  fo^O    • (300)*  D.  L,.      . 

Vmum*  (^(/r.  2.>—  *D.  L- 

XHaterinm,  ii/  Pbma'... 72  E.  D.  L* 

Ponioruni  Fajcula'  v,  Elateriiim  (gr.  2  J  E.  D.  L. 

Xlcmi*',  (ind.)  Lachrym.  vide  Elemi'  (scr,)  D.  L. 

Unguentum 4J^  D. 

coniposituni'                   3  *L, 

EiiieTrhiza,  ae,"  Radix  (^.^^r. J 274"  E.  D.  L. 

Radicis  Trochisci ....         20  R. 

Viniim  V,  Emcrrhizites     l6  E.  D.  L. 

jCmerrhizites.  cs/  (Vinum  Emerrhiza)      l6  E.  D.  L, 

Emeteria,  se/  (gr.2) (4'36j)'  E.  D.  L. 

Unguentum...,. 8  R. 

■      Yinum'  240«  E.  L." 
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•<■  *Ferrum  tartarizatum  h.  Ferri  tartarum  X).  Tartarus  martialis^  et 
^lars  solubilis^  Q.  I  have  named  tills  fVom  its  ecphractic  property 
as  Stypteria  is  named  from  its  styptic  quality. — ^^Tartar  232  J  Stric- 
tm-a  (1 J  at)  67^ — *=Vinum  cJialybeatum  et  Vin.  Ferri  Q.  Steel 
wmc  A. — ^^Ferri  liraat.  />.  fil.  Z).  1  Vini  l6.  *Mamordica  E.  £.  W. 
Cncumis  agrestis  et  C.  asininus  Q.  Wild  cucumber  A, — ^TE.  Fructua 
D,  E.  fructus  siibmaturus  E. — pEI.  extractum  L.  El.  succus  spissatus 
J?. — ^Arayris  Elemifera  W,^  Y^i,  21. — 'Elemni  Q.— ^El.  1  Cera 
alb.  \  Adipis  4. — ^'Balsamum  Arcaei  Q. — ^"EL  6  Olivi  I  Sevi  12 
PityinsB  5. — ^"Callicocca  Ipecacuanha  Brotero  Linn,  tr,  6  Cephaelis 
Ip.  Q.  Ipecacuanha  E.  Z).  L,  Ipecacnania  A.  I  have  formed  this 
word  from  emeo  and  rhizcy  implying  that  it  is  an  emetic  root. — <^Ad 
the  Ancients  formed  Abrotonites  trom  Abrotonum  I  have  form^ 
this  word  from  Emerrhiza.— -^Tartris  antimonii  E,  Antimonium  tar« 
arizatum  Q.  Tartarum  Antimoniatum  D,  Tartarus  emeticus  vel  Tar- 
tarum emeticum  Q.  Emetic  Tartar  A^  Tliis  term  was  used  in  the 
plural  number  by  the  Greeks  for  emetic,  medicines^  but  as  Stypteria 
and  Melanteria  were  applied  as  the  names  of  Salts  I  have  chosen  thia 
for  tiie  name  of  Emetic  Tartar.— '^Tartar  232  J  Stibium  protoxide 
{S  at.)  204'.— 'Liq.  ant  t  L.,  Vinum  Antimcmiale  Q.  Antimonia^ 
Wine 4.  V.  Def.*6.— •Emeteriie^r.  1.  (Vipi^I  unc.  J  Ei.)  (Vini /J  90T\\ 
Aq.yr  set.  5.  L.^  * 
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Our  author  vncleed  disdains  the  use  of  ordinary  language  <»i 
any  occasion.  Thus,  in  the  introduction,  wc  find  such  words  as 
the  following:  "  homonymy ;— equivocality ;  •—  classicalityi* 
&c.  Some  of  his  definitions,  also,  are  pecufiar  to  himself;  «i^ 
for  example,  we  are  informed  that  *^  a  gum,  guntmij  is  an  ev»- 
|iorated  decoction  C*  ^*  a  gum  resin,  gumtni  resina^  an  evaporatai 
tincture  ;**  and  "  a  resin,  resinay  an  evaporated  elixir.  But 
it  is  unnecessary  to  follow  him  farther  m  his  eccentricities  ^ 
and  instead  of  agreeing  with  him,  tliat  it  is  ^  rather  advanta- 
geous that  this  department  be  left  to  indiriduals,^  we  are  now 
more  than  ever  convinced,  that  the  task  of  compiling  the  Pbar* 
macopoeia  is  happily  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, when  we  contemplate  the  chaos  tliat  would-  result,  wen» 
the  profession  left  to  be  regulated  by  such  productions  as  tba 
Bristol  General  Dispensatory. 
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SELECTIONS. 


On  the  Kalivt  Soil  and  the  Commerce  of  the  Rhfbarh^ 

By  Dr.  J.  R£hman. 

Having  been  ottaclied  to  Count  Goloivkin^'s  embassy  I0 
Pekin,  I  took  advantage  of  a  residence  of  some  months  at 
Kiachta,  to  collect  all  the  information  I  could  obtain  relativie  ta 
the  rhubarb,  and  its  place  of  growth.  I  was  particularly  in- 
debted to  M .  Brenner,  who  has  resided  eleven  years  at  Kjaciita. 
I  became  also  pc^rsonally  acquainted  with  tlie  Chinese  mercliant 
whose  family  has  had  the  contract  for  supplying  the  crown  with 
rhubarb  since  1772 :  he  is  named  Abdraini,  is  a  Bucharian  bjr 
birth,  although  a  subject  of  Cliiita,  and  for  twenty  years  lias 
come  to  Kiachta  with  the  caravans  whicli  bring  the  rhubarb. 
His  family  has  liad  the  sole  monopoly  of  tlie  rhubarb  trade  for 
a  great  number  of  years;  and  it  was  his  grandfatlier  Ada'iUa 
Abdusaloman,  who  concluded  the  treaty  of  commerce  with 
General  de  Brill,  then  Governor  of  irkout^. 

This  family  purchased  the  monopoly  from  the  government 
of  China,  and  the  trading  in  rhubarb  is  forbidden  to  the  Chi- 
nese under  the  severest  penalties.  On  one  occasicm  an  agent 
^t  Kiachta  having  urgeii  the  Buchanans  to  be  less  jealous  uf 
their  piavilege,  as  the  rhubarb  might  be  read^y  obtained  from 
the  Cttioese,  tliey  were  much  ofiendcd  with  the  remark,  ajij 
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Buchmrmitt  eonrey  it  to  Si-ning,  where  it  is  again  cleaned  and 
aired,  then  cut  into  small  pieces,  and  each  piece  pierced  through 
•  Its  centre.  This  hole  is  not  made  in  the  pieces  of  rhubarb  Ux 
the  purpose  of  stringing  it,  as  has  been  believed ;  nor  for  putting 
U  upon  the  horns  of  sheep,  in  order  to  dry  it,  as  the  lively 
fancy  of  a  celebrated  Professor  of  Botany  at  St.  Pctersbui]g;b 
led  him  to  imagine ;  but  in  vi^-tue  of  the  contract  made  with 
the  Russians : — a  necessary  precaution ;  as  some  of  tlie  roots  are 
occasionally  decayed  in  the  neart ;  and  this  circumstance  can- 
not be  ascertiuned  in  the  entire  pieces.  Besides  which,  doubtr 
/ill  or  suspected  pieces  are  again  examined  at  Kiachta,  b3^  means 
pf  an  auger.  The  rhubarb  having  been  thus  prepared  at 
Sining.fu,  it  is  packed  up  in  sacks  made  of  camels^  nair.  A 
^ck  contains  from  five  to  six  poods ;  and  one  is  placed  pn  each 
tide  of  a  camel,  to  be  transported  to  Mae-ma^tchm.  An  ordi- 
nary caravan  of  rhubarb  consists  of  30  or  40  camels. 

The  rhubarb  generally  arrives  at  Kiachta  in  autumn,  about 
the  month  of  Octooer,  and  sometimes  in  spring ;  but  it  is  not 
exposed  until  winter.  The  apothecary  of  the  crown,  who  is 
attached  to  the  rhubarb  trade,  ought  to  examine  it  before  it  is 
received,  and  to  reject  all  that  is  not  perfectly  good*  The 
rigour  with  which  this  examination  is  performed,  has  for  som$ 
years  past  very  much  diminished  the  quantity  brought  to 
Kiachta;  and  rendered  the  Bucharians  extremely  discontented, 
as,  by  virtue  of  the  contract,  all  which  is  rejected  must  be  burnt. 
On  this  account,  however,  for  several  years  past,  much  better 
rhubarb  has  been  received. 

The  following  are  the  different  metliods  of  ascertmhing  the 
quality  of  good  rhubarb.  The  root  should  not  be  porous,  biit 
rather  compact,  and  heavy ;  with  a  very  marked,  peculiar,  dis- 
ligreeable  bitter  taste :  but  the  principal  characteristic  of  good 
and  true  rhubarb,  is  a  grittiness  between  the  teeth  when  it  is 
chewed,  similar  to  that  which  is  produced  by  sandy  calcareous 
particles*  Mr.  Brenner  supposes  that  this  ffrittiness  is  occa« 
jioned  by  a  species  of  selenite,  which  is  found  m  the  pores  of  the 
root;  and  on  whidi, probably,  its  purgative  property  may  de- 
pend. 1S\\^  pieces  also  differ  in  colour ;  but  little  importance 
IS  attached  to  that  circumstance :  and  it  appears  to  depend  oa 
the  age  of  the  root,  or  the  particular  nature  of  the  soil  m  which 
it  is  found :  the  older  it  is,  the  deeper  is  the  colour  of  the 
root. 

The  Bucharians,  according  to  their  treaty  with  the  Russians, 
ought  to  furnish  1000  poods  ot  rhubarb  annually ;  but  tiiis  part 
of  the  contract  is  not  strictly  observed. 

As  the  commerce  of  Kiachta  is  a  commerce  of  exchange,  the 
ralue  of  the  merchandize  is  determined  on  both  parts  by  the 
quantity  in  the  market.  The  crown,  nevertheless,  gives,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  treaty,  always  a  detenninate  quantity  of  furs  for  a 

determinate  quantity  of  rhubarb.     Hence  it  happens  that  the 

price  of  rhubarb  is  not  always  the  same.     When  the  contract 

was  made  in  1772,  furs  were  at  a  low  price,  and  the  pood  of 

rbubm*b  cost  the  crown  sixteen  rubles  only :  but  since  furs  have 

become  scarcer,  and  consequently  higher  priced,  the  pood  of 

rhubarb  actually  costs  government  from  forty  to  sixty,  and  even 

^ghty,  rubles. 

In  my  opinion,  the  contract  ought  to  be  renewed  every 
third  or  fourtn  year,  so  as  to  balance  tlie  variations  in  the  price 
of  furs  with  that  of  rhubarb. 

Before  packing  the  rhubarb,  in  order  to  transport  if  to  St.' 
Petersburgn,  it  undergoes  another  cleaning  at  Kiachta ;  and 
each  piece  is  struck  with  a  small  mallet,  to  detach  from  it  any 
Hnporities  or  decayed  parts.  Cosacks  are  employed  for  this 
purpose,  under  the  directions  of  die  Apothecary  Inspector. 
in  the  great  store-house,  where  I  saw  tliis  operation  performed, 
the  air  is  filled  with  a  yellow  powder,  which  is  inhaled  in  the 
act  of  inspiration;  at  least  the  apothecary  Brenner,  who  is. 
afflicted  with  a  chronic  cough,  attributes  nis  complaint  to  the 
inspiration  of  the  powder  of  the  rhubarb,  which  is  very  possi* 
ble. 

With  regard  to  tlie  probability  of  procuring  a  plant  or  the 
seeds  of  the  true  rhubarb  at  Kiaciita,  i  must  observe  that  the 
difficulty  is  very  gi'eat,  although  by  perseverance  it  might  be 
acoomplished. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  any  of  the  Company  of  Bucha* 
nans  of  Sining-fu  will  ever  bring  the  true  plant ;  as  it  would 
be  betraying  Uieir  interest  and  risking  the  whole  of  their  trade, 
oti  which  tliey  chiefly  depend  for  existencie.  There  is  also  too 
much  mercantile  s|>irit  among  the  Chinese  merchants  who' 
carry  on  their  business  at  Kiachta,  to  hope  that  any  of  them 
will  ever  prove  ffuthless. 

It  is  related  as  a  true  story,  at  Kiachta,  that  an  ancient 
eommisBary  of  rhubarb  had  obtained  the  seed  of  the  true  plants 
which  he  sent  to  St.  Petersbursh.  Some  experiments  were  made 
with  it  at  Kiachta ;  but  it  on^  produced  the  wild  rhubarb  of 
Siberia.  It  was,  therefore,,  evident  that  the  purchaser  was. 
deceived.  As  the  minister  had  given  secret  instructions  on  this 
subject,  M.  Brenner  took  even^  means  to  procure  the  true  riiu« 
barb  plant ;  but  in  vain.  He  endeavoured  to  bribe  the  car« 
riers  and  servants  of  tlie  Bucbarians ;  but  they  remained  fiiithful 
to  their  employers.  Sometimes  they  would  promise  it  in  the 
most  positive  manner,  and  on  thar  return  alledge  that  they 
had  forgotten.  If,  in  the  course  of  conversation  wiui  the  Bucha* 
riaiifi^  any  observations  were  made  on  the  seed  of  the  plant,  they 
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directly  became  serious :  ihej  do  not  even  wish  that  a  leaf  of 
it  should  be  procured,  much  less  the  seed.  Son^e  years  ago  a 
poor  Chinese,  who  left  Mae-ma-tchin  in  order  to  return  to  the 
place  of  his  naUvity,  offered  to  obtain  for  the  agent  a  living 
plant  of  the  true  rhubarb,  and  '  demanded  500  rubies  as 
liis  reward,  under  condition  of  being  paid  one  half  in  ad- 
vance. The  apothecary  Brenner,  however,  not  wishing  himr 
self  to  run  any  hazard,  and  the  chancellor  of  the  frontier, 
having  no  money  of  the  crown  at  his  disposal  for  such  specu? 
lations,  die  proportion  was  not  accepted. 

But  even  if  a  sum  of  money  was  allotted  by  the  Russian 
oovemment  sufficient  to  gun  over  the  Chines  mercliants,  still 
ttie  enterprise  would  be  very  precarious ;  as  tliey  miglU  not 
return  after  getting  part  of  the  sum  ;  or,  if  they  returned,  i^ 
spurious  plant  might  be  brought :  and  their  treachery  could 
not  be  punisheo^  ^ce  the  transaction  would  necessarily 
remain  a  secret.  Thus  the  Chinese,  who  hiniself  offered  to 
procure  th^  plant,  expre^y  stipulated  for  secrecy ;  as  his  head 
would  be  the  f(»rfeit,  if  the  act  reached  the  ears  either  of  the 
Buchanans  or  the  Chinese  government. 

If  our  ambassador  had  got  to  Pekin,  I  might  have  obtained 
IBOme  information  from  the  physicians  regarding  the  native  soil 
and  habitude  of  the  true  rhubarb ;  but,  in  spite  of  all  my  at? 
tempts,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  any  thing  regarding  it,, 
neitner  from  the  priests  of  the  religion  of  Lama,  nor  the  Bunites^ 
nor  the  Mongolians  who  inhabit  the  Russian  territory  on  the 
frontiers  of  CniiUL  Although  they  pn)fess  the  Xliibetian  reli«- 
mon,  aod  read  and  comprehend  their  sacred  books,  yet  they 
J^ye  no  connection  nor  correspondence  with  Thibet. 
^  Bhubarb  is  called  Dschuni^a  in  Thibet;    ScharU'-modOf 

which  medns  yellow  wood,  in  Mongolia ;  and  HaiJujUfig  ii^ 

China. 

The  Mongolian  Lamas  use  it  medicinally ;  as  do  also  the 
Chinese ;  but  not  so  generally  as  it  is  used  in  Europe^  The 
Chinese  sometimes  employ  it  to  give  an  agreeable  colour  ta 
spiritous  liquors. 

*  By  a  table  appended  to  this  Essay,  the  Quantity  of  rhubarb 
purchased  for  the  Russian  goviernment,  oetween  1795  and 
1806,  was  4773  poods  4  pounds ;  which,  after  being  purified 
by  the  second  cleaning,  left  4632  poods  18  pounds,  the  quan* 
tity  sent  to  St  Petersburg^. 

MemxAra  dt  la  SoeiiU  Impaiak  da  NaimdUUs  it  M^scoH. 
1809.  torn.  u.  p.  126. 
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FOREIGN  MEDICAL  SCIENCE  AND 

LITERATURE. 


PHYSIOLOGY,    PRACTICE  OF  MEDICIKE,    AND   SUIIGEIIT. 

I. — Observations  on  the  Effijcacy  <yf  Graphit  in  tome  caset. 
offferpesy  by  P&ofessou  Hohn,  of  Berlin. 

**  The  Graphit,  which  has  lately  been  recommended,  par- 
ticularly by  Dr.  Weinhold,  in  cases  of  herpetic  rin^-worm^  has 
proved  very  beneficial  in  divers  other  forms  of  this  oomplaint^ 
which  have  occurred  in  our  Institute. 

^^  In  some  of  these  cases,  where  a  great  part  of  the  &oe 
was  covered  with  an  herpetic  eruption,  and  for  the  removal  of 
which  a  variety  of  xemedies  had  been  tried  without  success,  I 
found  the  Graphit  very  beneficial,  after  having  been  uninter- 
ruptedly apphed  for  several  weeks  in  the  form  of  an  ointment 
One  of  the  patients  suffering  under  tliia  complaint  had  had^ 
at  an  earlier  period,  a  venered  affection,  which  left  piuns  in  the 
bones  that  chiefly  occurred  during  the  night,  and  made  it  pro* 
bable  that  the  lues  venerea  had  not  been  perfectly  eradicated^ 
and  had  some  share  in  causinjg  them.  The  internal  adminia* 
tration  of  the  Graphit,  after  bem^  continued  for  several  weeks^ 
did  not  seem  to  have  any  sensible  eiiect  upon  this  cutaneoua 
disorder. 

^^  In  two  other  cases  of  dry  herpes,  in  which'  some  small  pulu 
tules  appeared  scattered  here  and  th^e,  filled  with  serum,  and 
Tery  itchy,  it  also  was  extremely  useful/  This  attack  had  been 
preceded  by  scabies,  which  had  been  removed  by  tlie  exhibir 
tion  and  outward  application  of  sulpbun  The  herpetic  erup* 
tion  had  for  a  considerable  time  been  treated  externally  with 
sulphuric  remedies,  such  as  calcarea  sulphurata,  kali  sulphu* 
ratum,  zinc  ointment,  and  solutions  of  sublimate,  without  any 
decisive  effect.  The  inward  remedies  so  often  recommended 
in  cases  of  this  kind,  such  as  deooctwns  of  the  eortex  uUni  and 
iaureolfls,  juniper  berries,  and  other  diuredc  ptisans,  sensibly 
increased  the  secretion  of  urine,  but  contributed  veiy  little 
towards  alleviating  the  local  corophunt  The  ointment  of 
firapliit  was  dien  repeatedly  mbbed  in  every  day,  ford^ut 
airee  weeks,  on  the  sores,  after  which  the  herpes  soon  dis^i^ 
peared.  Although  the  skin  remained  clear,  yet  an  itching  sen* 
saftion  was  still  fdt,  and  th^  heated  spots  appeSu^  a  little  nddtf 
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ancT  rougher  than  the  neighbouring  parts.  On  ft  i:onikiiueJ  use 
ef  the  Graphit  ointment  tliis  conaition  of  the  skin  ceased 
entirely,  except  a  trifiin^Tedncss  in  the  places  afiected  with  the 
Ikcr{)es^  which  continued  for  some  time  longer.  After  the 
jremoval  of  tlie  disease,  these  individuals  remiuned  us  health^' 
as  they  had  been  before  its  attack  ;  a  pfain  pTcx>f^  that  this 
complaint  might  be  considered  as  purely  local,  and  removable 
hy  outward  applications. 

♦*  In  a  fourth  case,   the  eniption  nearly  approached   the 
Ibrm  of  herpes  scabiosus.     Both  leg^  were  affected,,  jan J  the 
erupHop  covered  the  upper  and  lower  part  of  the  thij^hs-     The 
skm  was  thick  ard  rough ;  and  m  a  ^cat  many  places   sniall^ 
pustules^  nearly  of  tlie  form  of  those  m  scabies,  which,  in  |ut 
increased  degree  of  warmth,  itched  and  burned,  gave  reason 
Jbr  thinking  this  complaint  to  be  a  species  of  itch,  that  irii^ht 
perhaps  yield  to  those  remedies  whkn  are  snccestfully  applied 
m  that  dfisease.    But  the  result  proved  this  opinion  to  be  erro* 
^eons.      Tlie  outward  and  inward  applications  of  sulphur, 
sulphur  and  soap  baths,  the  ointments  of  white  precipitate  of 
asine  and  of  the  mineral  acids,  decoctions  of  tobacco,  solutions 
€jf  sal  ammoniac  and  of  common  salt,  together  with  a  variety  of 
inward  remedies,  did  not  cure  this  obstinate  complaint.     'JThe 
Crraphit  ointment  rubbed  seTeral  times  a  day  into  the  affected 
|mrts,  proved  more  efficacious,  and  strikingly  favourabler     Di" 
Ycrs  blotches  of  considerable  extent  lost  their  redness  and  han^* 
Hess,  tlie  scabious  pustulation  disappeared,  the  itching  and 
Irarning  sensation  subsided,  and  tlie  patient  recovered  so  con-* 
siderably,  that,  in  alt  likelihood,  he  would  have  been  completely 
eared  by  tins  method,  if  he  had  not  voluntarily  interrupted  the' 
cnre  by  quitting,  the  Institute. 

*^  in  cases  of  herpes  humidns,  in  which  the  secretion  of  a 
lymphatic  humour  was  very  considerabfie,  and  scabs  of  great' 
fhroKness  formed,  the  application  of  the  Graphit  ointment  cowld 
xtot  be  borne.  It  increased  the  pains,  without  alleviating  the 
complaint,  and  the  patients  earnestly  requested  the  use  of  it  to 
be  discontinued. 

^  It  is  well  known,  that  herpes,  although  removed,  is  apt' 
to  return;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  remedies  much  re« 
commended  do  not  deserve  tne  praise  so  liberally  bestowed 
upon  them.  I  have  seen  two  of  tkese  patients  again,  after  an 
interval  of  five  and  seven  months,  but  in  neither  of  them  had 
any  symptoms  of  hei'pes  re-appeared.^ 

II. — The  following  Case  of  a  remarkable  Tunumr  nituUei 
qyi  ike  left  side  of  the  head  of  a  womany  which  displaced  the  eye 
^tnd  Ae  ear,  and  descended  to  the  knee,  is  communicated  in  a  let- 
tfr  to  Dr.  iMitcheU^  from  Thomas  Willii^m  Roper,  M.D.  of 
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Cluirlestawn,-  in  South  CaroKna,    dated  the  9th  of  Juiu^ 
W15»     (a  plate) 

*^  The  disposition  of  all  tuniours  to  enlarge  gradually  if 
aa  interesting  and  curious  fact;  and  notwithstanding  the  fd» 
seardies  x^f  the  most  ingenious  men,  no  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  ihsit.  phenomenon  has  jet  been  xifTcred.  The  generai 
opinion  regarding  tumours  is,  that  they  are  entirely  new  pro- 
ductions, foreign  to  the  natural  organization  of  the  body,  re» 
aulting  from  seme  morbid  secretion  and  a  peculiar  uobealthy 
action :  another  opinion,  howevci^  maintains  that  the  ^rigii^ 
and  ^owth  of  tumours  depends  on  tlie  same  arterial  action  at 
that  uhich  contributes  to  the  ordinary  nutrition  of  the  bodjc* 
The  second  of  these  opinions  is  cci'tainfy  the  most  correct  But 
how  are  the  arterial  actions,  which  talce  place  in  the  systen^ 
and  are  maintained  in  the  same  regularity  and  uniformity^  to*- 
strained  by  no  law  in  tumours ;  and  how  is  the  volume  of  these 
tumours  not  arrested  by  any  Reserving  principle?  This  is  a 
'^  problem  of  very  difficult  soluUon.  But  to  return  from  spectu 
\  uitive  princi{^es  to  practical  subjects,  my  object  is  to  describe 

\  to  3'ou  an  enormous  and  veryieAtraurdinary  tumour,  which  was 
>tately  pubhcl y  exhibited  in  -this  place- 

\  *'  The  unfortunate  subject  oi  this  cfisease  is  a  woman  of  .co- 
lour, b«m  of  Iiealthy  parents,  at  Newbury,  a  district  of  this 
state.  She  is  about  35  or  36  years  of  age,  robust,  and  appa-' 
rently  liealtlvy;  At  two  years  oVage,  a  soft,  fleshy,  detached  ex* 
crescence  appeared  over  the  left  parietal  bone,  not  far  from  its 
inferior  anterior  an^le  its  prou;ress  was  at  first  slow,  but 
always  uniform ;  ancT  at  ten  years  of  age  it  descended  to  the 
temporal  fossa.  From  that  period  it  became  pendent,  and  its 
growth  truly  astonishing^.  The  eye  of  the  side  on  -whick 
It  is  situated^  with  all  its  integuments  and  attachment^ 
was  mechanically  forced  from  tlie  orbit  by  the  weiglit  dF 
the  fungous  mass,  occasioning  very  acute  pain  to  the  |)a- 
tient :  toe  left  ear  descended  in  the  same  manner.;  while  all 
Che  integuments  of  that  side  of  the  liead  and  face  were  equally 

'  displaced.  The  mOMth  and  the  nostril  were  turned  in  a  re* 
markable  planner.  At  tliis  time  the  mass  appears  as  if  sus- 
pended to  the  teguments  of  the  frontal  and  parietal  bones,  Avitk 
a  aeeond  attachment  to  tlie  chin  and  chest:;  and,  wlien  the 
vomsn  stands  erect,  it  falls  as  low  as  her  knee.  Measured  iu 
diia  positioii,  it  is  three  feet  three  indies  long.  Its  uiferior  ex- 
tremity or  bulb,  when  not  completed,  is  two  feet  nine  inches 

•  This  paper  was  .originally  published  in  the  New  York  Medi- 
ad  Repository ;  but,  ad  we  have  not  $eeti  that  work,  we  translate  it 
from  the  Journal  dc  MtUeci/jur,  &c.    par  M.  Li>roux.  torn,  x^xi.., 

p.  sgs. 


fUJ^  F^eign  Medical  Science  and  Literature* 

m  drcumference :  immediately  below  the  diin,  it  is  a  foot.  TI19 
ear  rests  over  the  left  breast,  about  nine  jnches  distant  from  its 
natural  position;  and  is  enlarged  in  every  direction.  The 
meatus  auditorius-is  still  sufficiently  apparent,  and  a  very  foetid 
matter  distils  from  it.  It  is  reported,  but  I  am  doubtful  of  the 
truth  of  the  statement,  that  a  sound  fourteen  inches  long  has 
tieen  introduced  into  it :  the  auditory  nerre  has  long  since  lost 
I1Q  its  excitability. 

*  **  The  most  remarkableTeature  in  the  case,  in  my  opinion,  is 
the  descent  of  the  eye,  which  is  nearly  five  inches  from  the 
orbit.  The  eyelids,  which  are  now  directly  longitudinid,  are 
as  large  as  those  of  a  horse,  and  are  ffcnerally  closed.  The 
glands  of  Meibomius^  subject  to  be  inflamed  by  slight  causes, 
were  aifected,  when  I  saw  tliis  woman,  with  violent  psor* 
ophthalmia.  The  lids  had  a  tremulous  movement  synchronous 
with  the  movements  of  the  right  eye.  On  separating  them, 
the  oi^nization  of  the  eye  itself  did  not  appear  very  mate* 
Tially  altered ;  and  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  exten- 
sion pf  the  optic  nerve,  the  poor  crealul-e  could  still  distinguish 
light  from  darkness :  two  years  before,  according  to  her  own 
account,  she  could  see  distinctly  with  this  eye.  The  vision  of 
the  right  eye  is  perfect. 

**  The  weight  of  this  singular  sarcomatous  tumour  has  pro- 
duced a  idngular  alteration  m  the  form  of  the  lower  jaw  ;  its 
left  half,  from  the  symphysis  being  so  depressed  as  to  give  it 
the  form  of  an  inverted  gamma.  The  transverse  direction  of 
many  of  the  teeth  is  consequently  transposed ;  and  when  the 
finger  is  introduced  into  the  mouth,  a  deep  pouch  is  felt  at  its 
anterior  part,  which  is  always  half-full  of  ssuiva :—  from  its  ex- 
traordinary situation  and  its  depth,  it  recalls,  involuntarily,  the 
idea  of  the  pouch  which  hangs  from  the  neck  of  the  pelican. 

**  The. tumour  has  a  doughy  feel ;  it  is  uniform  on  its  sur- 
face, but  appears  to  contain  a  great  many  irregular  masses^ 
united  togetlier  by  a  cellular  substance.  Bundles  of  varicose 
veins,  fike  ropes,  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  are  easily  distinguished 
running  through  it ;  and  some  of  a  smaller  size  on  its  surface 
.  spreading  in  aifPerent  directions.  This  tumour  has  no  ten- 
dency to  inflammation  or  suppuration;  it  now  produces  no 
pain ;  but  it  is  very  inconvenient  on  account  of  its  weight,  and 
the  patient  is  obliged  to  carry  it  in  a  bag.  The  teguments  are 
moist  and  loose,  but  healthy  in  appearance :  and  although  the 
distension  is  so  considerable^  I  have  not  perceived  any  rctiiark- 
able  enlargement  of  the  cutaneous  papilhe.  Smalt  tuft.s  of 
woolly  hair  have  sprung  out  on  various  parts  of  the  superior 
portion  of  the  tumour.  Its  temperature  is  the  same  as  tlie  rest^ 
of  the  body,  and  its  sensibility  ai^pears  to  be  very  great,  m  is 
easily  pecu^ed  wheu  flies  or  oUier  insects  light  upon  and  irri« 
late  it. 
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*<  This  woman  appears  to  have  a  constitutional  dispontion  to 
the  generation  of  similar  tumours;  her  body  in  general,  and 
particularly  the  posterior  part  of  the  neck,  being  covered  with* 
a  multituae  of  small  excrescences  of  various  dimensdons;  one 
of  which  is  already  some  inches  in  length. 

*^  It  is  also  remarkable,  that  notwithstanding  the  great  sub- 
traction of  blood  which  must  necessarily  be  made  from  the 
general  circulating  mass  for  the  nourishment  of  this  tumour, 
there  is  no  apparent  debility.  I  was  anxious  to  know  if  it  had 
affected  the  uterus,  and  was  informed  that  the  menstrual  dis- 
charge had  always  been  sufficiently  copious. 

*^  The  Annals  of  Surgery  present  few  examples  of  tumours 
as  monstrous  as  that  which  I  have  described.     One,  however, 
still  niore  considerable  in  point  of  magnitude,  is  noticed  as 
having  occurred  in  a  woman  of  the  name  ofEltnor  Fitzgerald^* 
But  in  that  case  the  tumour  is  described  as  having  been  the 
result  of  an  accident;  and  it  became  so  enormous,  that  it  hung 
from  the  chest  like  an  immense  mass  of  intestines,  an  ell  and  a~ 
half  long.     It  does  not  appear  however  that  it  altered  th^ 
shape  ofthe  part  which  supported  it ;  so  that,  upon  the  whole,, 
that  described  by  me  appears*  to  be  the  more  remarkable  <^. 
the  two.     I  regard  it  as  an  excellent  illustration  o^  th^  pro* 
priety  of  not  leaving  incipient  tumours  to  time  and  nature, 

III. — Dr.  Thilenitis^  in  his  Medical  and  Surgical  Observer 
tionsj  relates  the  following  singular  cure  of  a  Club-Foot 

^'  The  daughter  of  a  man  in  office  had,  from  her  most, 
tender  infancy  such  an  ill-formed  left  foot,  that  she  could  only 
walk  upon  tlie  outward  rim  of  it,  and  the  foot  itself  was  always 
turned  inwards.  Bandages,  laced  boots,  and  other  remediea' 
had  been  promiscuously  applied  without  any  effect  By  de- 
grees the  bones  of  the  foot  had  yielded  so  much  outwards, 
and  the  whole  foot  was  bent  inwards  so  far,  and  the  tendo 
achilles  was  so  much  shortened,  that  she  in  a  manner  walked 
upon  the  upper  part  of  the  foot,  thus  turned  upside  down, 
wnich  part  not  bem^  by  nature  destined  for  walking  upon,  was 
of  course  very  tender  and  sore ;  consequently  with  very  great 
exertion  only  she  was  able  to  creep  about  the  house. 

^'  On  the  86th  of  March,  being  then  thirteen  years  of  aoe, 
she  submitted  to  the  foUowing  operation ;  th^  tendo  acbifiea 
was  cut  quite  through,  iipon  wnich,  the  heel  that  had  been  M- 
tirely  drawn  up,  sunk  down  more  than  two  inches,  and  she  was 
able  to  put  her  foot  flat  upon  the  ground.  The  surgeon  then 
kept  the  foot  fixed  in  this  situation  by  proper  bandages,  scad 


■«•« 


«  Bdts  PHndpki  of  Surgtfy,  vol,  ill 
m,  v.— XO,  87.  K  K       . 
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tnarcumference:  immediately  below  the  chin,  it  i«  afoot  J^'^a, 
ear  rests  over  the  left  breast,  about  tune  jinches  distant  fi^W 
natural  position;  and  is  enlarged   in  every   direction. ^f'^^^' 
meatus  auditorius  is  still  sufficiently  apparent, and  a  verf  T^  A    'i 
matter  distils  from  it.    It  is  reported,  but  I  am  doubtfii^^^:   ^^ 
truth  of  the  statement,  that  a  sound  fourteen  inches  l\:%''.  ^ 
teen  introduced  into  it :  the  auditory  nerre  has  lonA.^^^,  '^^ 
«0  its  excitability.  ^  ^   i    :  / 

**  The  most  remarkableTeature  in  the  case,  in  u^,\^'   ^v.  '''^  ^.     \ 
the  descent  of  the  eye,  which  is  nearly  five  inc|,%\^<    v 
orbit.     The  eyelids,  which  are  now  directly  lon^^    V    .    \.   '-     ' 
as  large  as  those  of  ahorse,  and  are  generalK  "4^^^%  **    "• 
glands  of  jifetftomtuf,  subject  to  be  innamed  fe  1   -    \  \    '-    ^' 
were  affected,  when   I  saw  tliis  woman,    wii  ^.  *!%  *"-,  "^ 
ophthalmia, 
with  the  n 
the  organization 

ii^iu  ironi  aariwness:  iwo  years  oeiore,  a^ 
account,  she  could  see  distmctly  with  thi?* 
the  right  eye  ii  perfect.  '  ^ ..  \  \.  '  *    ' 

**  The  weight  of  this  singular  sarcom,  >  *    -^ 
duced  a  idngular  alteration  m  the  form,  ^  V  \  * 
left  half,  from  the  symphysis  being  so  \  \  \  *^ 
the  form  of  an  inverted  g-ammer.     Th  •   \  '*  .>rn 

many  of  the  teeth  is  consequently  trr    ^     \^    .  with 

finger  is  introduced  into  the  moutn,  • .  /'-     *  .tin  was 

anterior  part,  which  is  always  half-fu'      '    •  ^  in  order 

traordinary  situation  and  its  depth,  i      «  ^ing  in  the 

idea  of  the  pouch  which  hangs  from  *  \  *  >»  for  a  future 

**  The.turaour  has  a  doughy  fec^.  ^  .nd  evaporated 

foce,  but  appears  to  contain  a  g*  V  ighed  57  grains, 

united  togetlier  by  a  cellular  subs  "  •  \  of  the  tragacanth ; 

veins,  like  ropes,  of  an  inch  in  thic'  ;  lie  gelatinous  part 

running  through  it ;  and  some  o'  ,  y.  .  t         4» 

.  spreading  in  aifferent  direction  :  I.y^T^^.^Tjf^^ 

^ncy  to  inflammation  or  supi  .^  Jl,*''^.  *'«!"%  *?  ^^  J" 

painf  but  it  is  very  inconvenie .  , 'T/'"  k""".;!    ^^  "J,**^^ 

moist  and  loose,  but  healthy  '  ^  U.,^^^..  r       ^lT-  V  \. 

r  A      '      •  -J     11*^  A  VISCOUS  hquor«  raicbhas 

distension  is  so  considerable^ .        \^  -iw*«i,i«^  t^      *^  i    S^ 


of  the  body,  and  its  sensib*      if 
easily  pecuaved  whea  flie' 
tate  It. 


i;i& 


E^ftrimxjfy  «»  Gum  Tragaeanik.  i^\ 
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;> 

^X^ 


s 
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^w*^^->< 


Porrtbii.-.rThe  ge}atuioi)^  part  D. 
scaly  mass,  of  a  dirty- white 
^*^'  fiwellinop  when  put  into 

flailed  for  h^lf  an  hour 

was  a  dear  liquid, 

^      That  oompoh 

'  '^  cold  water, 

Asolu- 

to^  '>mea 

^  ly 

'^ 

lange 

iilteied 

mercury 

tate  of  leaa 

4i  of  the  gela- 

dryness,  leaves 

.las  no  longer  the 

.s  in  it  as  readilv  as 


urn  tragacanth  con^fii^  ^f 

.nee  similar  to  gum  Arabic^  very 

iOling  extractive  in  its  soju^n'; 

ontinued  ebullition  in  contact  wit^ 


Sr^J^     ^' 


'^ 


"^^ 


dliar  substance,  insoluble  in  cold  watep^ 

iorming  a  thick  jelly.    This  substance  i^ 

a  boiling  water,  and  loses  its  characteristic 

ig  in  cold  water;  but  it  then  becomes  soluble 

lid  forms  with  it  a  mucilage. 

It. — One  part  of  gum  tragacanth  forms  a  ddck 

.  Ii  sixty  parts  of  water ;  ana  with  a  hundred  parts 

forms  a  hquid  equal  in  conststenoe  to  a  aalutioB  d[ 

Ac  with  four  parts  of  water.    One  part  of  gum  tragft- 

ind  three  hundved  a&d  sixty  parts  ofvater,  still  £909  H 

jginous  liquid.  - 

*  3d  i?eni/^.— The  properties  of  the  gelatinous  port  of 

at  tragacanth,  and  its  cnsaige  after  being  bdikd  in  water^ 

Qow  how  easy  it  is  te  decompose  vegetable  substances  -ftt  ihie 

temperature  of  boiling  water ;  and  that  the  eftoto  of  giuBHUas« 

giciinth  upon  die  anmMl  eeonomy  oaa  be  awidiftfd  bgr  boiling 

XKt 
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the  cure  went  on  so  successfully,  that,  without  any  adverse  ac« 
ddent^  the  large  wound  was  soon  closed,  and  skinned  over. 
.  Scarcely  an  ounce  of  blood  was  lost  during  tlie  operation. 

**  Emollient  baths  were  then  applied  for  some  time ;  and  th^ 
tendon  rubbed  with  uhgiientum  altnese.  The  girl  is  now  able 
tp  walk  in  a  natural  manner.'" 

TUAKMACKUTlCAt.  CtfEMISTaY. 

Vf  ."^tlxptrimaiU  on  Gum  Tragaeanth^  by  M,  Buchols,"^ 
Gum  tragacanth,  which  exudes  from  the  Astragalus  crettcus  of 
the  islands  of  the  Archipelago,  has  been  frequently  examiiied 
by  chemists. 

M.  Cruikshahk,  who  regarded  it  as  an  immediate  prin- 
ciple of  vegetables,  detected  in  it  azote  and  lime:  and  M.  Gch- 
len  suspected  it  to  be  composed  of  two  distinct  substances.  But 
as  a  complete  analy^s  of  gum  tragacanth  was  yet  a  desidcratuxHt 
M.  Bucholz  has  submitted  it  to  a  new  examination. 

**  Etpttment^.'^'One  hundred  grains  of  powdered  traga* 
cdikdi  were  introdtfoed  into  a  flask,  and  agitated  with  sixQr-four 
cftoeeft  of  distiHed  water,  at  12^  Reaum.     When  the  tragacanth 
b^  ^troln  to  its  full  extent,  which  took  place  in  four  days,  the 
tran^rent  jelly  that  resulted,  being  diluted  with  twelve  pounds 
of  water,  was  left  at  rest  in  a  temperature  of  from  10  to  IS** 
Aeaum.    In  four  days  more  the  gelatin  of  the  tragacanth  was 
deposited.     It  occupied  a  space  equal  to  a  fifth  part  of  the  fluid. 
Tne  supernatant  liquor  was  perfectly  clear,  and  was   drawn 
m  with  a  syphon ;  and  the  residue  washed  several  times  with ' 
A  fresh  poruon  of  water.    By  these  washings  the  gelatin  was 
Very  much  reduced  in  bulk.    It  was  put  upon  a  cloth,  in  order 
to  drain  off  all  the  moisture.     The  gelatin  remaining  in  the 
Qter  being  marked  with  the  letter  D.  and  put  aside  for  a  future 
ei^amihation,  all  the  filtered  liquids  were  mixed  and  evaporated 
to  dryness  in  i|  silver  vessel.     The  residue  weighed  57  grains, 
Which  may  be  regarded  as  the  gummy  part  of  the  tragacanth : 
the  43  grams  de&ient  should  be  found  m  tlie  gelaUnous  parL 

Propertiei  of  the  Gummy  JPorftbu.-— It  is  moreor  less  of  a 
iisb  eoloar,  according  to  the  time  tlic  liquor  is  kept  in 
omitact  with  the  air,  previous  to  evaporation.  It  is  near}? 
imijpid,  digfatly  etnpyreumadc,  inodorous,  brittle,  earily  puK* 
vtentedj  pernstent  in  the  atmosphere,  insoluble  in  alcohol^  atid ' 
fdrms,  with  seven  parts  of  water,  a  viscous  liquor,  whidi  has 
nkM  ootiU8t€»oe  than  guth  araMc  dissolved  m  water  in  ibe 
sacae -preportioiis.  Its  sokitioR  in  water  is  rendei«d  turUd  by 
acetate  or  lead  and  muriBte  of  tin.  The  nitmie  6f  m«icufy  at 
a  minmum  precijatates  it  of  <#  blackish  grey  colour. 


Bucbolz^  E^mm^H^^  <^  Gum  Tragacanth'^  H^l 
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.  ^Proferiies  of  the  Gdaiinom  Porfu)ii.-«rThe  ge|atinoi^  part  D. 
when  dried  «m  a  gentle  beat,  leaves  a  scaly  mass,  of  a  dirty- white 
colour,  -easily  reduced  to  powder,  aad  swelling  when  put  into 
cold  water,  as  before. 

**  Four  ounce$  of  t]ns  gelatin  were  boiled  for  hi^If  an  hour 
in  sixteen  ounces  of  water.  The  result  was  a  clear  liquid, 
which  deposited  no  gelatinous  matter  when  cold.  That  compo- 
iient  of  ^um  traj^acanth,  tlierefore,  which  swells  in  cold  wateti 
is  soluble  in  boiling  water.  It  is  insoluble  in  alcohol.  4-  ^^ti- 
ti<m  of  potass  facilitates  its  solution ;  so  that  the  liquor  becomea 
clear  in  a  short  Ume.  Ammonia  and  muriatic  acid  have  liearly 
a  ^railar  effect. 

'^  The  gelatinous  part  of  the  tni^acanth  appears  to  ch^ge 
its  nature  by  being  dissolved  in  boihng  water ;  for  the  filtered 
liquor  is  not  rendered  turbid  either  bj^  the  nitrate  of  mercury 
at  a  mininum, .  or  by  the  muriate  of  tin.  The  acetate  of  lead' 
quickly  throws  down  a  precipitate.  The  solution  of  the  gela- 
tinous part  in  boiling  water,  when  evaporated  to  dryness,  leaver 
a  re»due  of  a  yellowish  white  colour,  which  has  no  longer  the 
property  of  swelling  in  water,  but  dissolves  in  it  as  readilv  as 
gum  arabic.  * 

C0NCLU8I0SS, 

*<  IsL  Result, — 100  parts  of  giim  tragacanth  con^fjjgi  th? 
following  components  : 

^^  1.^-0.57  parts  of  a  substance  similar  to  gum  arable,  very 
Boluble  in  cold  water ;  resembling  extractive  in  its  splu^on ; 
4|nd  becoming  brown  by  a  continued  ebullition  in  contact  wit^ 
atmospherinu  air. 

'<  2. — 0.43  of  a  peculiar  substance,  insoluble  in  cold  watep^ 
but  swelling  in  it  and  forming  a  thick  jelly.  This  substance  }^ 
/ooTOfietdy  soluble  in  boiling  water,  and  loses  its  characteristic 
•property  of  swelling  in  cold  water ;  but  it  then  becomes  soluble 
m  cold  water,  and  forms  with  it  a  mucilage.  « 

*^  2d  RejnilL — One  part  of  gum  trwacanth  forms  a  thick 
mucilage  with  sixty  parts  of  Water;  ana  with  a  hundred  parts 
ef  water  it  forms  a  hquid  equal  in  consistence  to  a  solutum  d[ 
gum  aralnc  with  four  parts  of  watar.  One  part  of  gum  trsga* 
.  tiuith,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty  parts  ot  water,  still  fqa^  0 
mucilaginous  liquid.  - 

"  3d  BestdL-^The  properties  of  the  gelatinous  part  of 
giua  tragacanth,  and  its  cunge  after  being  boiled  in  water^ 
snow  how  easy  it  is  ia  decompose  veg^able  substances  -at  ibfi 
*  temperature  of  bctiing  water ;  and  that  the  efeots  of  guiShtnM 
gacanth  upon  the  aninHd  teooomy  can  be  gjodtfed  bgr  boiling 
watet*^ 
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V. — On  the  Hmuejf  of  Borax^  by  Jf  .  Bucholz, — Those  who 
h^ve  been  in  the  habit  of  prescrilnnj?  what  is  termed  the  Honey 
of  Borax  (MelBoracis),  must  have  frequently  observed  that  die 
mixture,  immediately  after  being  made,  possesses  a  greater 
d^ree  of  liquidity  .than  the  honey  with  which  it  is  com- 
pounded. This  circumstance  has  been  endeavoured  to  be  ex- 
plained by  M.  Bupholz  in  a  paper  on  the  Action  of  Borax  upon 
Honey^  published  in  his  Pharvtaceutical  Almanack  for  1815. 

^'  Some  years  ago  M.  Schiller  and  'myself  announced,  that 
Borax  has  tne  property  of  augmenting  the  consistence  of  the 
niudlage  of  iceland  liverwort  and  of  salep.  I  have  since  ob- 
served that  this  salt  produces  a  contrary  enect  upon  honey. 

**  Having  had  occasion  to  use  a  mixture  of  three  parts  of 
honey  ^nd  one  of  borax,  for  the  cure  of  an  aphthous  affectio); 
of  the  mouth,  I  remarked,  that  although  the  borax  was  only 
grossly  powdered,  yet,  it  soon  disappeared,  the  honey  becaine 
more  liquid,  and  in  four  days  the  mixture  formed  an  almost 
transparent  liquid.  In  order  to  examine  the  mutual  action  of 
the  two  substances,  I  made  the  following  experiments : 

**  1st  Experiment. — One  part  of  finely-powdered  borax  w^ 
mixed  with  three  parts  of  common  dark-coloured  honey.  The 
borax  was  completely  dissolved  after  two  or  three  days,  and 
the  mixture  became  transparent  and  of  the  consistence  of  syrup. 
The  experiment  was  repeated  with  yellow-coloured  honey^  and 
gave  the  same  result. 

**  2d  Experipient.^^One  part  of  ratlier  coarsely-powdered 
borax  bein^  mixed  with  tliree  parts  of  honey,  and  stiired  now 
and  then  wuh  a  glass  rod,  proquced.the  following  phenomena. 
The  thick  congealed  honey  became  more  and  more  liquid,  lost 
its  consistence,  and  in  eight-and-forty  hours  the  borax  had 
.entirely  disappeared.  The  remaining  liquid  was  of  a  yellowish 
white  colour,  m  which  the  honey  could  be  tasted,  but  not  the 
Ixirax. 

'*  3d  Experiment, — ^To  ascertain  the  action  of  honey  upon 
borax.  When  the  proportion  of  the  latter  was  increaseci,  equal 
parts  of  each  were  mixed  together.  In  eight-and-fbrty  hours 
*the  crystals  of  the  borax  had  almost  entirely  disappeared,  and 
the  result  was  an  uniform  mass  very  similar  to  mucilage  of 
gum-arabic. 

**  These  facts  evidently  prove  that  honey  has  the  property  of 
•  rendering  borax  more  soluble,  and  of  combining  with  it,  at 
least  with  one  of  its  constituent  parts,  perhaps  with  the  excels 
' pf  soda;  in  this  case  it  will  act  as  an  acid. 

^  After  what  has  been  stated,  it  might  be  thought  that  the 
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homer  here  acts  the  part  of  an  acid,  and  neutralizes  the  soda. 
To  cktermine  this  point,  I  dissolved  four  ounces  of  yellow 
honejr  in  ^ght  ounces  of  boiling  water.  After  adding  to  the 
solution  forty-five  mins  of  powdered  oyster-shells,  it  did  not 
redden  tineture  of  litmus.  Upon  cooling,  it  was  filtered,  to 
separate  the  wi^,  and  then  brought  to  the  consistence  of  honeys 
and  this  had  the  same  effect  upon  borax  as  before  it  was  puri- 
iiecL         ^ 

^*  Examination  of  the  Compound  of  Borax  and  Honey. — The 
compound,  formed  with  three  parts  of  honey  and  one  of  borax, 
after  haying  been  exposed  to  a  gentle  heat  for  some  time,  left  a 
iloculent  mass  of  a  brownish  yellow  colour ;  and  tliis  upon  cool--. 
Jng  formed  a  yellow  deliquescent  powder,  which  in  eight-and- 
forty  hours  had  the  appearance  of  turpentine.  This  p)wder 
mixed  with  three  parts  of  alcohol,  became  viscous,  by  attracting^ 
water  from  the  alcohol,  which  became  of  a  yellow  colour,  and 
tipoh  evaporation  assumed  the  form  of  syrup,  which  tasted  sof 
both  the  norax  and  the  honey. 

*^  The  solution  of  the  compound  of  borax  and  honey  nei- 
(flier  browns  turmeric  paper,  nor  changes  to  green  the  syrup  of 
violets  ;  which  [X'oves  tliat  the  borax  is  perfectly  neutrafized 
by  the  honey. 

*•  Proptrtits  of  the  Compound  formed  with  equal :  Parts  of 
Honinf  and  Borax. — Evaporated  to  dryness,  the  powder  quickfj 
attracted  moisture  from  the  air.  and  l)ecame  liquid.     The  com- 
pound may  be  dissolved  in  three  parts  of  ooid  water.     This 
property,  as  well  as  its  deliquescence,  indicates  that  it  is  solu« 
nle  in  a  still  smaller  portion  of  water.     Its  watery  solution. 
changes  to  green  the  syrup  of  violets,  and  slightly  brwvns  turme- 
ric paper ;  which  proves,  that  in  this  case  the  borax  is  in  excess. 
The  compound,  with  equal  parts  of  honey  and  borax,  after 
being  dissolved  in  three  parts  of  cold  water,  was  mixed  with 
acetic  acid ;  but  the  taste  of  the  honey  did  not  return,  and  no 
crystals  of  boracic  acid   were    precipitated.      Muriatic  add, 
•  however,  separated  boracic  acid  from  it  in  yellow  crystals,  with- 
out the  taste  of  the  honey  returning. 

**  One  part  of  honied  borax  was  mixed  with  six  parts  of  alcohol, 
«p.  gr.  0*860.  The  mixture  was  then  boiled  for  some  minutes, 
and  the  liquid  part  having  been  poured  off  and  evaporated  im 
a  porcelain  vessel,  one  grain  only  of  a  yellow  residue  remain- 
ed, similar  to  the  compound  employed.  It  results  from  thi« 
experiment,  that  honied  borax  does  not  contain  honey  in  excess; 
and  that  the  union  of  these  two  substances  is  so  intimate^  that 
t)ie  alcohol  cannot  decompose  it. 

^  To  discovei:  if  the  honied  borax  is  capable  of  ci^stallix. 


«4  SMMimiPh^iicdAieUigmee. 

hsh  or  if  it  w«rr  pomble  ta.ai^iisite  frcmi  it  the  horiax  bjr  crjrs. 
t8iU3ation»  equalparU of  borax  and  honey  were  diatolTed  in  * 
boiling  water.  The  liquid  was  filtered  when  eoidy  and  then 
eyaporated  in  a  silver  vessel  until  a  pellicle  formed  on  its  sur« 
iace,  when  it  was  set  aside  to  oooL  In  eight  and  forty  hoars 
the  pellicle  had  disappeared;  and'the  liquid,  which-  was  per- 
fectly dear  and  of  the  consistence  of  syrup,  had  depoaitea  no 
crystals,  and  none  were  formed  after  several  days,  altliongh  the 
^uid  was  mixed  with  a  large  proportion  of  water. 

'^  This  experiment  completely  proves,  that  the  borax  cook 
tracts  a  chemical  union  with  the  honey.  If  this  opinion  be  not 
'  adopted,  in  what  way  can  we  explain  how  two  ounces  of  borax, 
vvhen  mixed  with  honey,  becomes  soluble  in  five  ounces  of 
water ;  whilst  Tiorax  requires  for  its  solution,  sixteen  parts  of 
water  at  10*^  of  Reaum  ? 

COJtCLUSIOSS. 

^'  V,  Honey  combines  chemically  with  bcnrax,  and  fbma 

with  it  a  deliquescent  salt,  with  entirely  new  properties*. 

«  go,  The  higliest  point  of  saturation  may  be  nearly  ob- 
tained, by  mixing  equal  parts  of  honey  and  borax.  « 

^^  3°.  Borax  is  soluble  in  sixteen  parts  of  water  at  18^  oz 
Jteanm^'^ 


^"■^* 


•  We  have  not  yet  had  time  to  repeat  the  experiments  of  M. 
Bachok  ;  but  we  can  state  one  fact,  which  leads  us  to  suppose  there 
Is  some  mistake  regarding  the  deliquescent  property  of  the  chemical 
compound  produced  by  mixing  borax  and  honey. 

Three  drachms  of  honey  W3re  mixed  with  the  same  quantity  of 

jKisax;  the  mixture  was  at  first  considerably  more  fluid  than  the  honey 
nAich  had  been  used ;  but  in  48  hours  it  again  became  viscidy  and 

.had  lost  nin^  grains  of  its  weight  The  surface  was  covered  with  a 
dry  whitish  pellicle,  while  the  mixture  bjeneath  it  possessed  the  pel- 
lucidness  and  general  aspect  of  very  thick  mucilage  of  acacia  gum. 
{^either  the  pdlicle  nor  the  pelluad  part  of  the  mixture  tasted  of 
hpney.  Another  mixture  bemg  made  with  three  drachms  of  honey, 
and  one  drachm  tf  borax,  lost,  in  forty-eight  hours,  foar  and  a  h^df 
grains  in  weight. ,  It  was  not  so  pelluad  as  the  former ;  butdidnet 

.Sitain  any  of  thetaste  of  honey. 

<  The  exfdanation  we  would  ventture  to  ofler  of  the  above  facts^  is, 
Aat  ^  borax,  in  combining  chemically  with  the  honey,  or  same 

.  Mtita  of  it,  parts  with  its  water  of  oystallisation,  which  eontri- 
Suites  to  tlie  fluidity  of  the  mixture,  lais  water^  however,  bdpg 
afterwi^  evaporated^  explains  the  loss  of  we%ht  which  the  mix- 
tores  sustainedf*' 

As  the  subject  is  novel  and  of  some  interest,  we  have  instituted 
a  series  of  exneriments  on  it,  the  results  of  which  we  sha^  lay 
before  oat  ieaoers.-*£Drroas. 
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txcTURX  in,  ^^  Of  the  Mineral  Acids.     By  Professor  Branob,   at 

Apothecaries'  Hall,  LtrndoiL 

Raving  now  noticed  snch  practical  particulars  eoncenun^  tlie 
vegetable  acids,  as  I  consider  particularly  worthy  your  notice^  I 
^oceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  mineral  acids,  of  which  three  are 
principally  used  in  medicine,  viz.  the  sulphuric,  the  muriatic,  and 
the  nitric.  The  former  stands  in  the  list  of  the  Materia  Medica ;  no- 
thing, therefore,  is  said  of  its  preparation  or  properties ;  but  it  is  of 
•och  extensive  utiKty  in  the  laboratdry,  is  so  constantly  in  the  hands 
«f  the  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  so  xnuch  employed  in  medicine^ 
Aift  It  10  right  the  practitioner  idiould  know  its  sources  and  prop^v* 


Pttfacelsus,  Agricola,  and  Basil  Valentine  have  each  made  mention 
#F  Sfdpknric  Acid.  Tlie  latter  alludes  to  and  describes  a  pieparation 
ttdled  Oleum  Sulphuris  per  Campanam ;  and  also  mentions  anc^er 
preparation  produced  by  Dumingsulphur,nitre,and  antimony, undera 
MI:  this  must  have  produced  sulphuric  acid.  Dr.  Ward,  inventor  of  a 
variety  of  quack' medidnes,  prepared  and  sold  considerable  quanti^K, 
ties  er  this  article,  under  tlie  name,  "  Oil  of  Vitriol  by  the  Bell." 

'  Sulphuric  acid  was  for  a  long  time  exclusively  prepared  by  the 
Ai9tilh|ttoi»f  sulphate  of  iron,  or  green  vitriol ;  and  from  its  oleagi- 
Aoasappearance  received  the  name  of  oil  of  vitriol. 

Tae  present  method  of  making  oil  of  vitriol,  or  sulphuric  acid^ 
dMftrista  m  burning,  a  mixture  of  8  parts  of  siilphur  and  1  of  nitre  in 
a  large  leaden  chamb^,-the  bottom  of  which  is  covered  with  water. 
Tte  oonbustion  is  continued  until  the  water  becomes  sufficiently  acid  ; 
when  it  is  withdrawn  into  leaden  evaporators,  where  it  is  concen-i 
tratoed  by  evaporation,  a  process  which  ought  to  be  completed  in 
glUB  vessels,  or,  what  would  answer  better  if  the  enormous  prime 
oof  t  were  not  against  it,  a  boiler  of  platina.  When  sulphur  is  burned 
per  «e  in  the  atmosphere,  it  produces  sulphiurous  acid,  vhidi  b}*  the 
M^  of  the  nitre  is  converted  into  sulphuric  add.  The  ratiomde  of 
Uiis  process  was  first  demonstrated  by  Sir  II.  Davy ;  and  I  should' 
hSi  m  rendering  myself  intelligible  in  describing  it,  without  refer-r 
enntoasMes  of  experiments  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  exlii* 
bit  be&re  you. 
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Sulphuric  acid  cannot  be  exhibited  in  an  insulated  state  ;  it/d- 
"vays  conti4ns  water  aa  one  of  its  essential  components.  -  It  oonsiita> 
hy  weight  of 

15      Sulphur, 
22,5  Oxygen, 
8,5  Water; 

Or  of  SO  Sulphur,  \ 

45  Oxygen,  >=i92  Add. 
17  Water,     ) 

The  specific  gravity  of  sulphuric  acid  is*  1,85.  It  is  highly  caus- 
tic and  corrosive ;  but  may  be  so  far  diluted  with  water  as  to  be 
i^eeably^sour :  in  this  state  it  is  medicinally  used  as  a  tonic  and 
astringent.  The  concentrated  acid  of  commerce  is  apt  to  contain  a 
Tery  notable  propprtion  of  lead  and  potash :  the  former  is  thrown 
down  upon  diluting  the  acid — ^the  latter  remains,  but  is  of  no  con* 
Kcpience  medicinally  speaking.  In  delicate  chemical  experiments^ 
where  very  pm*e  sulphuric  acid  is  required,  that  of  commerce  must 
l>e  re-distilled  ;  a  process  not  easily  accomplished,  on  account  of  the 
Ligh  temperature  required  (between  5  and  600^),  and  of  the  agita^ 
tu>n  of  toe  heavy  liquid  during  ebullition ;  danger  from  this  last 
cfiect  is  prevented  by  putting  a  few  slips  of  platina  into  the  acid '  in 
tiie  retort,  which  causes  it  to  boil  quietly.  As  an  astringent^  sul- 
phuric acid  acts  powerfully  both  directly  and  indirectly ;  hence  its 
use  ia  .liaemorrhages.  The  infusion  of  roses  furnishes  the  best 
Tehicle. 

Muriaiic  Acid, — In  tlie  last  edition  of  the  translation  of  the 
iPhanhacopocia  die  process  for  muriatic  acid  given  in  1809  is  con* 
fiderably  chiUiged  and  improved,  and  many  errors  in  the  remarks 
apon  this  process  corrected  or  omitted.  Referring  to  Mr.  Phillips's 
Observations  on  the  Pharmacopoeia,  it  will  be  found  whence  these 
corrections  and  improvements  are  derived.  I  should  refer  more^ 
fully  to  tlie  acute  remarks  and  valuable  information  contained  in  that 
work,  did  I  not  believe  tliat  the  author  is  again  about  to  undertake 
the  task  of  revising  the  incongruities  of  the  present  Pharmacopoeia,  r 

Muriatic  acid  seems  originally  to  have  been  prepared  by  a  process 
yery  like  the  present,-  by  Glauber,  to  whom  I  referred,  as  a  sldlfUl 
chemist,  in  my  last  Lecture.  Dr.  Priestley  ascertained  that  in  thia. 
state  the  muriatic  acid  was  combined  with  water,  and  that  in  its 
pure  form  it  existed  as  an  aeriform  fluid,  very  much  heavier  than,' 
common  air,  and  rapidly  absorbed  by  water. 

The  manner  in  which  sulphuric  acid  and  muriate  of  soda  act 
upon  each  other  in  the  production  of  this  acid,  has  Qnly  lately  been 
understood.  It  was  supposed  that  common  salt  consisted  of  muriatic 
acid  and  soda;  and  tliat  the  suhjburic  acid  combining  with  the  latt^ 
formed  sulphate  of  soda,  and  displaced  the  former. 

A  more  coiTect  explanation  is  this :  Common  salt  is  a  compound 
of  a  metallic  bod^'  called  sodium,  which  united  to  oxygen  forms 
soda,  and  of  chlorine,  which  imited  to  hydrogen  forms  muriatic  acid. 
When  acted  upon  by  sulphuric  acid,  a  series  of  complex  attinctions 
is  brought  into  play.  The  water  of  the  acid  is  decomposed ;  its  oay« 
gen  unites  to  the  sodium,  and  fbrms  soda,  whidi  wiui  the  sa^huxiQ 
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y 
$dd  produoea  wilphate  ai  aoda,  and  its  liydrogen  enters  into  unioB 
with  tlie  chlorine^  and  forms  muriatic  acid.  These-  and  a  numb^ 
of  similar  explanations  should  find  a  place  in  the  annotations  of  the 
translated  PnarmacopGeia.  To  obtain  accurate  notions  of  the  rationale" 
of  every  process  should  (ana  a  leading  object  with  the  student  in 
pharmacy  and  with  the  operator  iA  the  laboratory. 

Munatie  add  is  neither  copiously  used  in  the  pharmaceutical  la- 
boratory^ nor  in  the  practice  of  physic  In  the  Materia  Medica  it 
stands  amoxu^  the  refrigerants ;  and,  when  sufficiently  diluted  and 
sweetened^  &rms  a  pleasant  acid  drink.  In  ulcerated  sore-throat, 
it  fonns  a  very  useful  gargle;  it  is  more  apt  to  puige  than  most 
other  acids,  a  circumstance  which  either  recommends  or  forbids  its 
use  according  fo  the  state  of  the  case. 

This  add  should  not  be  of  a  lo^er  specific  gravity  than  1 160.  Izl 
trying  its  strength  by  its  power  of  decomposing  carbonate  of  lime,  it 
should  be  diluted,  and  made  to  act  upoa  a  given  weight  of  pure 
chalk,  not  upon  a  lump  of  Imiestone,  as  tlie  College  directs^  wnicb 
means  any  thing  but  the  pure  carbonate  of  lime.  I  may  also  add, 
that  in  making  these  experiments' the  acid  should  be  weighed  and 
not  measured,  witli  a  view  to  obtaui  more  accurately  tl^.  required 
quantity. 

KUric  ilcu^.— These  directidns  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  last 
PhannacopGeia ;  and  tlid  information  in  the  notes  remains  nearly  al 
it  was,  except  that  one  or  two  uf  the  most  glaring  inaccuracies  have 
been  corrected  from  Phillips's  Examination.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
tiiat  the  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid  directed  here  is  nearly  twice  as 
much  as  necessary;  for  iOO  of  nitre  contain, 

47  Potash, 

53  Acid. 

And  sulphate  of  potash  contains : 

54  Potash, 

46  Sulphuric  Acid. 

Therefore,  to  convert  47  parts  of  potash  contained  in  the  hundred  of 
nitre  into  s^ulphate  of  potash,  would  require  a  fraction  more  than  40 
parts  of  dr^'  sulphuric  acid.  And,  allowing  for  the  water  in  oil  of 
vitriol  or  liquid  sulphuric  add,  50  parts,  or  hall'  the  weight  of  the 
nitre,  woukl  suflice. 

Fur  this  impolitic  waste  of  sulphuric  add,  one  reason  only  is  as^ 
i*igned — that  a  colourless  nitric  acid  is  obtauied.  The  colour  of  the 
add,  however,  lias  nothing  to  do  with  its  pliarmaccutical  or  medidnal 
uses ;  it  arises  ^m  nitrous  gas  dissolved  in  the  add,  which  may  be 
separated  by  a  few  minutes  boQing.  Nitric  acid,  especially  if  pro- 
cured as  the  CoHege  directs,  will  contain  a  trace  of  sulphurio  add, 
and  often  of  muriatic  acid,  derived  from  impurities  in  the  nitre, 
which  therefore  should  always  be  carefully  refined  for  the  process. 
These  do  not  interfere  when  in  minute  quantities  with  the  medidnal 
uses  of  the  add,  though  in  the  laboratory  sometimes  inconvenient. 
They  may  be  detected  by  muriate  of  baoytes  and  nitrate  of  silver, 
and  lepanted  !gr  distillation.  If  the  nitric  acid  contain  sulphuric 
«cid«  add  nitrate  of  barjtes  aa  long  as  it  causes  a  predpitate,  and 
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re-distil ;  this  is^better  than  adding  a  fresh  portion  of  nitres  as  ad* 
vioed  in  the  translation  of  tlie  Pharmacopoeia. 
*  Besides  the  general  uses  of  nitric  acid  in  medicine  an  a  refrigerant 
&c.  it  has  been  used  especially  in  syphilis.  To  say  tliat  it  is  capable 
of  eradicating  that  disease,  is  as  absurd  as  to  assert  that  some  of  the 
symptoms  ai*e  not  beneficially  influenced  by  it.  In  cases  of  sore 
tliroat  from  mercury,  and  in  many  of  the  protean  effects  which  result 
from  tlie  use  of  that  remedy  upon  tlie  constitution  jointly  i^ith  those 
of  the  disease,  tlie  nitric  acid  hasl)een  found  very  le:ieficia]^  accords 
ing  to  the  high  authority  of  Mr.  Pearson. 

I  have  tliought  it  unnecessary  to  allude  to  the  use  of  acids  in 
destroying  contagious  and  infectious  matter,  having  already  dwelt 
upon  that  subject  in  my  preliminary  observations  on  animal  che* 
mistry  during  the  last  seaison. 

RoVAL  Society. — ^Jan.  25.  Part  of  a  long  paper,  by  Dr.  Wilsoir 
Phillips,  was  read ;  detailing  the  result  of  numerous  experiments  on 
the  nerves  of  rabbits  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  galvanic  fluid. 
In  some  experiments  the  rabbits  were  first  pithed,  and  then  galva- 
nism applied  to  ascertain  liow  long  and  in  what  degree  the  vitaf 
functions  ctadd  be  revive*!.  It  Mas,  however,  candidly  admitted, 
tliat  no  legitimate  conclusionji  coukl  be  drawn  from  experiments 
made  on  animals  under  the  circmnstances  of  pain^  disease,  and  de-i 
rangeuient  occiMcmed  by  previous  wounds. 

Livv-EAN  Society. — On  Tuesday,  Decemlier  />,  the  remainder 
of  I>r.  Acharius'  paper,  describing  two  new  genera  of  lichens^i,  was 
concluded. 

A  curious  paper  was  likewise  read,  giving  an  account  of  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Guadakupe  near  the  sjKit  where  the  fossil 
hinnaii  skeleton  wjis  found.  Two  different  tribes  existed,  to  whom 
the  writer  of  the  paper  gives  the  name  of  Caribes  and  Calipees. 
Alxiut  the  year  1710  tiiey  quarrelled,  and  a  battle  was  fought  be- 
tween tliem  on  the  spot  where  the  skeleton  Mas  fuima.  The 
Galiiiee.s  were  routed,  and  disappeared  in  conseciuencc,  having  no 
doubt  emigrated.  The  autlior  seems  to  conceive  that  the  skeletons 
of  tlie  warri(jrs  slain  in  tliat  battle  were  speedily  encrusted  .with  the 
calcartous  sand  of  the  place,  and  that  tJiis  recently  formed  stone 
Qonstitut'*s  the  rock  in  which  the  fossil  skeleton  Mas  found. 


of  the  diflei  ent  species  of  shells  and  madrepores,  the  fragment?:  of 
M'liich  <;ccur  in  the  rock. 

At  the  fame  meeting  a  paper  by  Dr.  Macbride  of  South  Carolina, 
Mns  read,  giving  an  account  of  tlie  fly-CHtching  qualities  of  Uie 
lenves  of  the  Saracvnin  jiava  and  adituca.  These  leaves  constitute 
a  kiiid  of  tube  M'ith  an  operculum  at  the  top.  They  contain  a  sac- 
chiirine  liquid  which  allures  the  insect.  It  lingers  some  time  on  the 
niaijifiu  of  the  leflf,  luit  at  last  ventures  in  and  is  drowned  ih  the 
liquiil,  being  unable  to  make  its  wav  up  the  tube,  which  is  beset 
M  Ith  hairs  pointing  downwards  ana  preventing  its  escape.    The 
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Dumber  of  flies  destroyed  by  fklling  into  these  leaves  is  very  great. 
They  are  sometinies  placed  in  rooms  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid 
of  flies. 

On  Tuesday,  January  l6,  I8I6,  a  paperby  M.  Richard,  of  the 
French  Institute,  was  read,  containing  a  description  of  two  new 
species  of  American  plants^  the  xylopia  scricca  and  oxaudra 
taurifoUa. 

McDiCAt.  Benevolent  SoriETv. — It  »niford.s  \is  peculiar  aati.sfac- 
don  to  announce  the  progressive  increase  of  this  truly  professional 
and  Kiostlaudable  Society,  which  cannot  fail  ultimately  of  being 
nniversally  supported. 

The  term  for  Subscribers  to  enter  their  names  and  pay  their 
subscriptions  or  benefactions  is  enlarged  to  the  24th  of  the  present 
month  {March).  The  Treasurers  opened  the  subscription  books  on 
Monday  last^  when  Dr.  Latham,  the  President,  presented  the  liberal 
donadon  of  £lOO,  and  Dr.  Hull  of  Manchester  .£jO,  besides  an 
annual  subscription ;  the  liberal  intentions  of  many  others  of  the 
Faculty  were  declared. 

Mr.  Best,  Surge(m- Apothecary,  of  Tavistock  Street,  Co  vent 
Garden^  was  appointed  Secretary  to  the  Society. 

Univerrit^  of  Copenhagen, — The  great  promotion  which  took 
place  at  the  coronation  of  the  King  of  Denmark  has  given  rise  to  the 
following  dissertations. 

"  1°.  Fnedpua  quaedam  momenta  de  hernia  inguinali  et  crurali 
cum  anatomicis  explorationibus  ceu  fundamento  subjectis,  a  //. 
Gaertner,  Chirurgus  legionarius  et  Memb.  Soe.  Reg.  Edinb..  cum. 
3  tab.  aaneis. 

^^'  2**.  De  ratione  quse  inter  azoticum  ai'ris/itmosph^ci  et  respi- 
rationem  intemam  intercedit  Diss,  a  Bruun,  Med.  Cand. 

"  Quenam  Cacheziae  sit  in  Nosologia  et  Pathologia  locus  juste 
Assignandus.     Diss,  a  Uoerlitz" 

New  Frederics  Universiiy.-^According  to  the  Catalorrtie  of  Lec- 
tures published  by  this  Dnivershy,  in  Norway,  for  the  5tli  Semester, 
beginning  with  August  1815,  fifteen  public  teachers  are  appointed; 
AUkongst  which  are — ^  three  of  medicine,  Professors  Skielderup, 
Sorensen,  and  Thulstrup :— one  of  Physic,  Professor  Keyser : — one 
of  Natural  History^  Professor  Rathke: — and  one  of  Mineralogy^ 
Professor  EsmtariL 

IL— -PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

The  Royal  Danish  Society  pf  Sciences  has  proposed  the  follow- 
ing Prijse  Questions,  the  answers  to  which  must  be  sent  iu  before  the 
close  of  I8I6: 

*'  Non  dubium  est,  quin  ad  cognitionem  perfectiorem  magis 
frugiferam  fermentationis  putridfle  perveniretur,  si  magna*  hujus  in 
Alhttiiiine  coinmutationis  ratio  solerter  indiigeretur,  cum  ex-  hoc 
principio  fiere  omnes  propinquiores  corporum  animalium  partef 
conatutivse  existere  videantur  cum  chemica  ejus  relatio  multifari 
inv^btigata  sxly    cumque  tales  ejusdem    solutiones  haberi  possint 
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cnunram  pellQciditas  obaervationes  instkoendas  yehementer  ad^iwt 
SDcdetas  igitur  sequens  Problena  peritdnim  studiis  cxmunefidaL 

''  Ita  investigare  fennentationem  putridam  AlbuminiSj  at  inda 
nostra  putredine  scientia  perfecticxr  evadere  queftt.  Subjicit  duas 
has  questiones,  quibus  explicandis  solatio  problematia  propositi 
anaam  dare  poterit. 

''  1.  Quatenus  analogia  quaedam  intercedit  inter  commutatioiies 
principi  Carbonici  in  fermentatione  plurium  vegetal»lium  et  prin- 
cipii  azotici  in  putredine  ?  et  quaenam  sint  impedimenta  absaltttie 
hiurum  fermentationum  analoi;iae  ^ 

"  2.  Nonne  sicut  respectu  fermentationis  vinosse  et  acids,  ita 
etiam  respectu  putredines  fermentum  aliquid  detur  ?" 

III. — fiUROICAL. 

Bullet  extracted  Jrom  the  Bladder, — On  Friday^  the  QSrd  instaiiti 
at  the  York  Hospital,  Mr.  Guthrie  performed  the  lateral  operation 
of  lithotomy  on  a  soldier  who  was  wounded  above  the  pubis  by  a 
rifle  shot  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo ;  and  extracted  the  ball  from  thf 
urinary  bladder,  where  it  had  lodged,  and  ever  since  remained.  It 
was  flattened  on  one  side,  and  very  dii^kly  incrusted  with  a  fViable 
cidculus  matter.  This  is  the  second  case  on  record,  of  a  buUet  hav- 
ing lodged  in  the  bladderW  urine^  and  being  afterwards  extracted 
k^ranopenticm. 

IV.~CHEMICAL. 

Teast Professor  Dobereiner  has  discovered  some  very  remark-^ 

able  qualities  whidi  yeast  exhibit?)  after  it  is  repeatedly  washed  in 
water.  On  being  treated  with  alcohol  to  separate  it  from  the  resin 
of  the  hops,  it  becomes,  4st,  unfit  for  exciting  fermentation  in  sugar ; 
ind,  2ndly,  on  being  kept  in  a  moderately  moist  condition,  it  becomes 

fui^  Uauid  when  sugar  is  strewed  upon  it ;  and  apparentlv  com- 
ines  with  the  suffar,  fbrming  a  transparent  honey,  of  a  faint  yeU 
lowish  colour,  which  does  not  pass  into  fermentation,  although  kept  fc^ 
•  kmg  t^ne  in  a  warm  placid  On  being  mixed  however  with  water, 
file  mixture  becomes  first  tu|i>id,  thf n  assumes  a  milky  appearance^ 
the  dr^  settle,  an^  it  passes  into  the  vinous  fermentation. 

Fwlet-meUihg  Salt.mMr.  F^er  Henry  Bruce  states  that  this 
yery  singular  circumstance  exists  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Asirackan. 
About  fhnn  ten  to  twenty  versts  fttrni  thftt  place,  to  the  south  o£  the 
Qupian  Sea,  not  far  fhnn  the  river  Risliar,  shallow  lakes  of  salt 
water  are  found  in  the  desert,  on  the  surface  of  which  the  sun^  in 
smnmer,  forms  crusts  of  common  salt  (muriate  of  soda)  about,  the 
thickness  of  the  finger,  as  transparent  as  crystal,  and  exhaling  th^ 
odour  o£  vfolets.  Tois  &ct  proves  how  muph  ire  |iave  y^  to  Team 
legardixig  odours  ^  chemical  signs. 

V.«— PHYSIOLOOy. 

Fcstus  Three  Years  in  the  Utenu.-^M.  Htpuifd,  jun.  has  presented 
to  the  Society  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  the  uterus  of  i 
fwe  of  the  Spanish  breed,  which  ccmtained  th^  foetus  of  a  wril-fennedl 
and  Ml-grown  hunb,  that  had  never  been  jeaned^  and  had  maainedl 
in  ^e  saodier  for  three  yean« 


^  Jhkmi  Heat. — ^M.  G«ntil,  in  a  dinertation  lately*  piiUtelied  on 
tfiit  8oi])ect,  gtvet  tha  ibUowing  as  the  results  of  actual  experimeiali 
«n  diflerent  dusses  of  animals. 

In  bMs  be  found  the  tempenrtiue  to  be; 

1.  In  the  pigeon ,  ,..  3S^^  Reaum. 

S.  In  the  cock 33|® 

S.  In  the  magpie    38^^  * 

In  the  following  herbiverous  genera  of  the  mamalia  he  foimd  k 
tobe^ 

1.  In  the  sheep Sl^^ 

%  In  the  rabbit Sljf 

3.  In  the  mare  Sl^ 

4.  In  the  Hungarian  horse ^o\ 


5,  In  the  cow .'jaj 

6.  In  the  Indian  hog 2i:>Y 

Jn  the  following  camiverous  genera^ 

1,  In  the  dog 31J* 

2.  In  the  cat ^ 29r 

VI. BOTANY. 

We  have  to  congratulate  Science  on  the  prospect  of  a  Botonicd 
wd  Zoological  Establishment,  worthy  of  the  Metropolis  of  the 
British  Empire,  and  under  the  highest  patronage. 

TII.*<p-HISCELLANEODS. 

Jlkdrael  of  a  "  Bill  for  Enlarging  the  Charter  of  the  Bnifal  Coi« 

LMQjc  of  Surgeons  in  London,  and  for  making  furi/ier  Provision* 

Jbr  the  better  Practice  of  Surgery,  atidfor  Preventing  Men  from 

Practising  Midwifery  who  shall  not  be  Members  of  tlie  ^aid 

Colleger 

After  the  Preamble,  the  Bill  recites  several  clauses  of  the 
Charter  granted  in  the  year  1800  (for  which  see  tiie  Repository^ 
vnL  L  p.  245). 

1.  As  relating  to  the  Charter  granted  by  Charles  the  1st,  enti* 
tling  file  Corporation  to  all  their  estates,  customs,  immunities,  ju« 
risdictionSj  &c.  and  to  make  annu^  elections  of  Masters  or  Qo- 
vemors^  tow  of  whom  were  to  be  Professors  of  Surgery,  and  ten  as 
BxBminers. 

S.  That  the  Corporation  being  dissolved,  "  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  Londfm"  is  appointed  with  certain  powers;  and  that 
it  may  possess  inlands,  tenements,  &c.  not  exceeding,  together 
with  its  HaOy  or  Council-House,  the  yearly  value  of  one  THonsAif» 

PQUlffDS. 

3.  That  twenty-one  persons  may  be  elected  to  be  a  Court  of  A^ 

.  aistants*  of  whidu  number  ten  shall  be  appointed  Examiners ;  and 

of  which  ten,  one  shall  be  Master  and  tfvo  be  Governors  ;   and 

it  shaU  be  lawful  for  the  said  Court  of  Assistants  to  make  such 

byelaws,  &c.  for  the  regulation,  govemmcDt,  &c.  as  shall  seem 

.fVlfuiiite, 


f9t 

4.  jiUit  the  pcfMXis cuisiitutcd fiXsnincrSy md  tncpcnons con* 
atitnted  AstisUnto^  iluU  hoUl  and  eigoy  thdr  Slid  offices  during  tl^ 

natural  lives. 

•  5.  That  the  Court  of  Anistants  shall  meet  annuall j  upon  the 
f  rst  Tliursday  in  July^  €jr  within  one  month  thereafter,  to  elect  a 
Master  and  two  Govei-nors,  and  such  Examiners  or  Assistants  as 
may  have  died  during  the  year. 

'  6»  That  the  Master^  one  Governor,  and  ten  Assistants  shall  con- 
stitute a  Couit  of  Assistants.  There  are  other  provisions  respecting 
the  election  of  officers. 

7.  That  no  Court  of  Examiners  shall  be  held  but  in  the  presence 
of  the  Master,  or  of  one  of  the  Governors,  and  five  of  the  Members  of 
th«  said  Court. 

"  And  whereas  it  is  expedient,  that  further  provision  should  be 
made  for  tlie  better  Practice  of  Surgery ;  and  for  preventing  Mem 
from  practising  Midwifery,  who  shall  not  be  Members  of  the  ^oyal 
College  of  Surgeons  in  London :" 

Be  it  bnacted, 

1 .  That  the  said  Charter,  and  all  and  singular  the  privileges,  gifts 
&c.  possessions,  real  and  personal,  therein  contained  or  mentioned 
{'except  as  hereafter  altered  or  cxtemled),  shall  be,  and  the  ^am^  ia, 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  in  full  force  and  virtue,  as  if  this  Act 
had  not  been  made. 

ANn  BE  IT  FURTHER  ENACTED, 

2.  That  in  lieu  of  a  Master,  Governors,  and  Court  of  Assistants^ 
thegovernment  of  the  said  Collpge  shall  be  in  a  Council  of  not  more 
than  21 ;  of  whom  one 'shall  be  President,  and  two  others  shall  be 
Vice-Presidents,  who  arc  to  be  elected  in  the  same  manner,  and  enjoy 
the  same  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  duties,  as  tke-  lat« 
Court  of  Aseistants. 

3.  That  the  Council  have  the  power  to  make  bye-laws,ordinance9» 
fto^  iot  the  supervisal,  examination,  government,  and  correction  of 
the  Members  of  the  said  College ;  so  as  such  bye-laws,  &c.  be  not 
contrary  to  law. 

4.  Recitaff  the  mode  of  filling  up  all  vacancies  in  the  Court  of 
Examiners  or  Council 

5.  Eitlier  of  the  two  princip^d  Serjeant^Surgeons  to  His  Majesty 
•hall,  if  a  Member  of  the  Council,  be  appointed  on  the  fbst  vacancy 
a  Member  of  the  Court  of  Examiners. 

&  The  President,  one  Viee*President,  and  four  of  the  Examiners^ 
shall  be  sufficient  to  constitute  a  Court 

7.  The  College  may  possess  lands,  &c.  not  exceeding  one  thou* 
mnd  pounds  a  year,  exclusive  of  the  College  and  its  appurtenances. 

8.  Mambers  of  the  College  entitled  to  practise,  freely  and  with* 
0ut  restraint,  the  art  and  adeace  of  Surgery  throughout  every  part 
of  His  Majesty's  dominions. 

9.  The  CoUe^  p^  and  all  persons  who  now  are,  or  shall  hereafter 
he  admitted  Members  (hereof,  to  exercise  and  enjoy,  throughout 
Enqlanp  and  Wales,  all  the  same  privileges,  ^c.  that  the  said 
Ccdlege  and  ita  Members  now  exercise  and  enjoy. 

10.  After  the  passing  of  the  Act,  no  person  to  practise  as  a  Sur» 
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geon,for  lucre  or  profits  in  England  or  Wales,  unless  he  has  been 
admitted  a  Member  of  the  College. 

11.  Every  person  practising,  for  lucre  or  profit,  as  a  Sut^geon 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  in  any  part  of  England  or  Wales,  with- 
put  bein|g  admitted  a  Member  of  the  College,  shall  for  every  auch 
offence  rorfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  £S0. 

>  12.  After  the  passing  of  the  Act,  no  Man  to  practise  Midwifery 
in  any  part  of  England.or  Wales,  upless  he  be  a  Member  of  the 
Colle^. 

13.  Every  Man  practising  Midwifery  in  England  cr  Wales^ 
without  first  being  a^itted  a  Member  of  the  College  shall  for  every 
such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  £30. 

14.  Provided,  That  nothing  in  the  Act  shall  be  taken  or  extend 
to  any  person  practising  Surgery  or  Midwifery  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  o£  this  Act. 

15.  Provided,  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  College  to  demand  or  ^ 
receive,  on  the  admission  of  any  Member,  any  larger  or  greater  sum 
of  money  as  a  fee  upon  such  admission,  than  has  heretorore  been  de- 
manded and  received  for  the  siime. 

16.  Provided,  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  tlie  College  to  require 
and  demand  any  larger  or  greater  annual  contribution  of  the  Mem- 
bers 0^  the  College,  than  has  heretofore  been  required  or  demanded; 
nor  shall  such  annual  contributions  be  required  of  any  Member  who 
sliall  reside,  or.  practise  Surgery  beyond  seven  miles  of  the  City  of 
London. 

-  17.  That  the  provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  25th  ef  Geoi^ 
the  2d,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  preventing  the  horrid  crime  of  Mur- 
der," as  far  as  the  same  is  applicable  to  the  late  Corporation,  shall 
be  applied  to  the  College. 

18.  That  so  much  of  an  Act  made  in  the  3d  of  King  Henry  die 
8th,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  better  appointing  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,"  as  far  as  relates  to  the  practice  of  Surgery,  and  to  pers6ii» 
exercising  and  practising  the  same,  l)e  repealed. 

ig.  That  Members  of  tlie  College  shall  be  freed  and  discharged, 
within  England  and  Wales,  from  all  manner  of  watch,  ward,  inqutot, 
and  jury,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  serve  any  county  or  parochial 
office  or  duty. 

20.  One  half  of  all  penalties  to  go  to  the  King,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  College. 

21.  All  penalties  and  forfeitures,  by  virtue  of  this  Act  or  of  any 
bye-law  of  the  College  imposed,  shall  be  recovered  with  full  costs  of 
suit,  by  action  or  suit  at  \a»\ 

22.  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  extend 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  two  Universities  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge, 
e^  to  the  College  of  Physicians  in  London. 

^3.  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  Act  extend  to  the  prejudice 
•f  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  in  the  City  of  London. 

2^,  No  action  or  suit  to  be  brought  after  six  calendar  months  af\er 
the  fact  is  committed ;  and  every  action  or  suit  to  be  brought  in  the 
county  where  the  matter  ii^  dispute  shall  have  ariseo,  and  not  eke- 
where. 

25.  The  Act  a  Public  Act 
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Fire-Damp,'-'^^  H.  Davy  has  communicated  to  the  Royal  So^ 
ciety  (.Jan.  II)  some  further  Experiments  an  Fire-damp.  Sir  H.* 
has  advanced  from  discovery  to  discovery  in  the  most  eflsctual  mode 
«f  preserving  the  lives  of  miners  at  the  least  posaiUe  expense.  It 
appears  frcm.  these  experiments^  that  no  new  lamp  or  other  appazatus 
.  is  necessaiT  to  prevent  explosions ;  that  the  lamps  now  in  us^^  when 
covered  witli  a  wire-^auze  screen^  are  not  only  perfectly  sufficient  t^ 
preserve  the  miners  from  all  danger,  but  even  may  be  used  to  con- 
smne  the  fire-damp  by  burning  it  to  show  them  light.  By  surround* 
ing  the  lamp  witli  a  fme  wire-gauze  screen^  saturating  the  scieen 
with  fire-damp  and  inflaming  the  whole ;  die  wire,  if  nne,  and  the 
apertures  not  exceeding  ^^^th  of  an  inch>  may  be  mside  red-hot 
without  ezpk)ding  the  circtunambient  fire-damp.  With  a  small  par* 
tion  of  fire-damp  in  the  screen  the  flame  of  the  lamp  is  visible  ;  but 
when  a  considerable  portion  is  thrown  into  it,  the  whole  becomes  one 
entire  fianie.  In  this  manner  the  carburetted  hydrogen  gas  may  be 
biu*ned  under  the  scre^i  without  the  least  danger  of  exploding  the 
ga&  arouiid  it. 

Afiliqitifies.-^Uoiv.e,  Oct.  28. — There  has  just  been  fbimd  apofi 
the  Appenine  Way  an  ancient  sun-dial,  drawn  upon  marble,  with. 
the  names  of  the  winds  in  Greek.  It  is  exactly  calculated  for  the 
latitude  of  Ronfe.  According  to  local  circumstances^  it  is  concluded 
to  be  the  discus  belonging  to  Herodius  Atticus,  and  described  by. 
Vitruvius. 

French  Ftrc-En^i/te  Pr/^*.— The  pipes  of  the  enghies  used  in 
France  for  extinguishing  fire,  are  made  of  fkx,  and  are  found  ta 
answer  the  pur]>ose  much  better  than  tho^  made  of  leather.  They 
are  woven  in  the  same  manner  as  the  wicks  of  patent  lamps,  and  can 
be  made  of  any  len^tli  without  a  seam  or  joining.  When  the  water 
nuis  a  short  time  throut^h  the  pipes,  the  flax  swells  and  no  water  es* 
capes,  tliough  the  pressure  be  very  great  They  are  more  portable, 
not  so  liable  to  be  out  of  repair,  and  do  not  cost  by  one  half  so  mucli" 
as  the  leather  ones  used  ih  this  country. '  This  article  is  now  manu* 
iactured  in  Glasgow. 

VIII. LITERARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

Some  weeks  since  we  received  Mcfisieur  Roitx's  long  e^tpected 
bttok,  intitled,  ''  UilntioH  d'ttn  vot/age  Jhit  d  Londrcs  en  1814;  ou 
VaraUde  do  la  Chiruri^ie  Jngloise  avec  la  Chintrgic  Francoute,"  But 
matters  of  greater  importance  hanng  chiimed  our  immediate  atten- 
tion, obliges  us  to  po!»tiKmc  the  more  general  noti^  we  intended  to 
have  given  of  this  interesting  work.  However,  as  the  subject  natu- 
rally excites  a  great  degree  of  airiosity  amongst  our  professional 
remters,  we  insert,  for  the  present,  the  tbllowing  bri^  analytical 
Account  of  its  contenU. 

The  author,  in  a  long  string  of  prdiminary  considerations,  con- 
•tends  that  tiiere  are  but  two  schools  of  surge^  in  the  world  worthy 
of  rivalling  each  othci^-^-the  French  and  die  English.  He  then  en^* 
merates  the  different  discoveries  and  improvements  which  have  aagu 
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nated  from  each ;  and  very  inffeiraously  setdes  the  ^ue^on  of ''  quis 
palmam  Jeraf  by  a  -stop  of  ii^nsogation,  "  i  qili  donc?''4ce.  M^ 
Roux  was  well  received  in  London  by  all  the  professional  persons  he 
had  occasion  to  visit,  and,  he  (^senres^  he  thoiight  he  could  discover  a 
certain  degree  of  deference  they  p^d  to  him—-"  comme  a  un  qui  avail 
^t  ouelque  chose  en  chirurgie/' 

We  informed  our  readers,  when  reviewinff  Mr.  Cross's  Sk^tchc^ 
of  the  Medical  Schools  of  Paris,  of  some  of  M.  Roux's  claims  to 
the  deference  of  our  most  eminent  surgeons.  Of  these  eminent  men 
a  list  is  given,  with  some  remarks,  mid  the  titles  of  some  of  their 
works.  This  list  is  rather  long ;  a  circumstance  whjch  induces  the 
author  to  inquire  into  the  prevalent  taste  of  surgery  jp  Xf^inion ;  for 
which^  to  a  very  great  d^ree,  he  tl)inks  bfi  can  account,  ihnn  snea 
of  the  world,  and  even  a£haut  rang^frequeH/ing  ike  sehooU  of  anatomy 
and  gurgert/ 1  a  discover^  which,  olir  readers  will  agtee  with  us^ 
is  not  the  least  wonderful  of  die  many  others  of  M.  Rouis; 

The  work  is  then  divided  into  two  parts ;  the  first  of  :irhich  ia 
devoted  to  the  enumeration  and  description  of  tbfi  London  ho^itals, 
and  in  detailing  the  method  purjsi^ed  in  qiur  camtal  for  t^ui^ching  th^ 
art  of  surgery.  Among  the  many  interesjtiQg  milis  wbi^  the  author 
communicates  to  his  countryxpen  on  the  latter  aubject,  none  will 
more  edify  die  English  reader  than  that  the  study  of  the  medical 
sciences  }»  coofined  to  the  homtals,  and  that  aompamthe  anatomy 
is  the  one  which  is  taught  witn  the  most  care  and  assiduity  1  .  Tl|« 
notorious  deficiency  of  this  study  in  England,  ^e  r^o^Uy  noticed 
and  regretted. 

The  second  part  relates  to  tl\e  Etiglish  doctrines  fini  prpcUce  of 
surgery.  It  is  subdivided  into  considerations  on  wounils,  uloers^ 
Pictures,  dislocations,  fungus  hematodes,  aneurisms,  diseases  of  the 
eyes  and  of  the  urinary  canal,  lithotomy,  hemise,  and  amputation 
of  the  extremities.  This  part  is  by  far  the' most  daborate  and  the 
numt  Q(Ladid43if  the  work. 

After  laying  open  to  the  French  people  such  a  vast  body  of  evi- 
dence, M.  Roiuc,  acting  as  judge  aiyd  jury,  returna,  in  the  most  explicit 
and  solemn  i^nner,  the  following  veixLIct  :««•''  lla  Cliirurgie  Fran- 
f^me  est  plus  gen^ridement  bonne/ 

A  PiTQspeotua  is  circulated  of  a  Journal  of  the  RoynJ  Institutiaii, 
diefir^t  number  of  which  will  be  published  upon  the  Slst  of  Mar^ 
next;  and  it  will  be  regularly  continued  upon  the  last  days  of 
Mardi,  June,  September,  and  December,  llus  journal  of  the 
Sciences  and  Arts  will  contain: — A' aeries  of  original  oommunica-< 
^ons  upon  subjects  connectecl  wjth  Sqetififi  i|Dd  t£e  Arts,  fod  '^ith 
rhilosophical  Literature  in  general :  noUoes  ol'  scientific  discover!^ 
and  inventions,  and  of  experiments  and  researches  carri^f^Jn  the 
insthutton:  reviews  and  nodces  of  sciendfic  work^ :  abstracts  from 
^e  Itransactiona  of  la^n^  societies,  and  fifom  domesdo  and  foreign 
publicationa:  accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Members  of  die 
Royal  Insdtudon,  fuul  of  fhfi  public  an4  other  counes  of  lectures. 

"IlSx.  J.  fi^ding^Idj  of  Bristol^  is  a|ioat  publishiqg ''  A  Compen^ 
dittm  of  M^caf  Pracdoe,  illustnrtod  by  in|por|am  Gas«*»  and  yncm 
deal,  pathological,  and  physiological  observationa." 
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|M.gBOir,WSW. 
09  SW. 

sw. 

NbE.. 
NE. 

WbN.      . 
SWbS..SW. 
SSW... 
NW.. 
M.Sotm.  SW.. 

08  WSW... 
W.. 
W.. 

WbN... 
NW.. 
WNW.. 
W.. 

Oyf .... 


1  Cloud..  4  Rain*. 

1  Cloud...  4  Rain. 

1  Mist.... 

1  Cloud...  4  Rain. 

1  Cloud...  4  Rain. 

1  Sh-of  Snow.  &  Rairu.. 

lCd..4%ofSu.&St... 

Sun... 
1  Sun.... 

1  Cloud..  8  Sun... 
1  Sun.  8  Cloud..  4  St... 
1  Sun.^.  4  Cloud... 
1  Sun..  4  Rain. 

Sun..  2Rain^ 
1  Cloud..  8  Sun.. 

Sun.  4  Snow. 
I  Sun.  4  Sh.  of  Snow. 
1  Sh.  of  Snow..  &  Sun,. 

Sun... 
1  Sun.... 

1  Sun..  3  Sh.  of  Snow. 
1  Sun.... 
1  Sun.... 
1  Sun... 
1  Sun..  8  Cd..  4  Moon.... 

Sun..  2  Cloud.. 
1  Sun...  1 

1  Sun..  3  Sb.Sn.4St... 
1  Sh.  ofSnow..3Sun.. 
1  Sun.. 
1  Sun..3Riun.4St... 


pbaerviiHfi^9  on  Diseases  at  Bichmond, 


'    Tj^9  fuaiitttj  of  ndn  dwing  the  month  of  January^  was  one  mch  64« 
booths. 

Catarrhal  Ferer  9nd  pQeumonia  have  been  the  most  prevalent 
figeaaes  thi9  pepod.  Hoopin^^Cough  has  become  much  more  general,  and 
Typhus  ha9  entirdj  disappeared.  Caees  of  AmenorriiOBa}  Asdmia,  Colica, 
Comrulflk),  Dianfacea,  Enteritis^  Epistazis^  Febris  simplex,  6a8t3X)dytiia> 
IcteniSy  Obstipation  Ophthafanla,  Otalgia^  and  Rheumatis^us  chronicus» 
hKve  been  under  tieatoient 

9U     \  >  •  .1.1 


METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE  FOR  LONDON, 

■omthevakoj  JANUARY,  to  tkt  19M  of  PEBRVART,  IBIS. 

B;  Masi.  HARBIS  &  Co. 

JAUtm^  iml  ItutnonetU  Mekert,  SO,  Hi^  lIMon. 


.\1. 

D. 

Therm. 

Baron,. 

"zfc^^'^' 

^;:;;: 

Winds. 

Atnio.  Variation. 

ia 

3»  39  J 

li* 

^> 

10        9 

S 

SE 

Clo. 





3     39  H 

aa 

10      10 

^e 

SE 

Rail! 



fi 

48  n  va 

a 

12     l^SE 

SE 

Ilain 

Clo. 

£( 

%0  U  1 

9 

10      19 

SSE 

SE 

Ituiii 

Clo. 

21 

9   4S 

ifl 

la     l^SE 

SE 

Rain 

Clo. 

Rain 

e 

^.> 

J«  -io  3 

<;y 

11      13 

EXE 

EXE 

Clc 

Haiii 

Clo. 

2 

38  4V  ■« 

^y 

i. 

1-^     11 

NX  \V 

W 

Clo. 

38  40  3t* 
33  3b  33 

XSE 
X 

XNE 
X 

Clo. 
Clo. 

i 

UJ 

9        9 

FLie 

Clo. 

3«  ^k  32 

9        » 

X 

SE 

Clo. 

Fine 

Clo. 

0 

30  3       * 

C9 

6        3 

SE 

SSE 

Clo. 

Fme 

11 

tfb  32 

3        6 

SSE 

SE 

Clo. 

Fiiif 

• 

«0   33  a 

1        5SSE 

SE 

Fog 

Fhic 

do. 

s 

iJ   3 

7     15S.SE 

SE 

Fog 

Rain 

18   IH 

sw 

l(ai>i 

iS 

- 

19      lil 

S 

w 

sw 
ssw 

Clo. 
Fog 

Rain 

Fine 

e*,        s 

i 

17      W 

E 

XE 

Fog 

Rain 

7*3   tl  a 

XE 

XE 

Siiw 

Fine 

H2^  J     ^ 

9      11 

XK 

XE 

Si.w 

Clo. 

Fine 

ij 

Of  0  ^9 

7        5 

XE 

\K 

Clo. 

Fog 

Fine 

I  ^ 

\        K 

N 

wsw 

SW 

ssw 

Fine 

Fine 

s    in 

X 

N 

Fine 

Fog 

X 

xw 

Fog 

12      11. 

\v.sw 

wsw 

Fn| 

Clo. 

17      19 

wsw 

w»w 

Fop 

Rain 

0 

U    t 

16      15 

wsw 

.VNW 

Fog 

FW 

1    14  J(i      j 

10        6 

NW 

X 

Fl.« 

2<l  3i 

4      li 
13      IC 

NW 

\^'NVV 

w 

Fine 
Clo. 

R£O.I 

1 

Bill  or  Mortal  ty  Jtom  January  16,  to  Fdtruary  30, 181& 

Jam.  a.   Jan. 30.   Ht-e.   WAIS.    Fit.n, 


CHRISTENED.  \ 


{MilM. 
FMUl 


fUmlwiyBm -iW 

I  10  and  to  '".Z  1> 


SB 

1     Tow, 


THindM 
loud  90 


ToOil  oTSnuD  ?ux...(Jliit  wuh/.-TI 


A  METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE, 

from  the  21  st  ofJanmry  to  the  20(A  of  Febrvary,  ISA.* 

KEPT  AT  BICHMOND,  YORKSHIRE.  N  "^ 

^  Miles  NW  from  London, 


'    T^K  quaotl^  of  ido  dutbg  the 

Catarrh*]  Ferer  «nd    Pneiunoni , 
=8  thig  period.    Hooping- Cmi^i  K 
l^phuahav  cntirelj  dinppe&red. 
,  Connililo,  Kantoft,  EnteiitJa, 
Ictenii,  Obttipatio,  Oidithakui 
||ive  ban  under  treMmcnl, 


x_ 


^^^  ^^■'^^fseaia,  and  (XiKrtationt, 

V 


•^f,^^- 


■Tvalioiu  on  Pi-i  cailtHg  Diieaiei. 

inj  presented  ererf  vnrietv  of  atmoipheric  dlBiigc  of 

iiEceptiUf.     TliL-  Ifost  oil  the  utght  <A  Friday  the  mb 

IniC  Iui]ipjlr  dill  not  (-mi tinuii  four  runt  twenty  boiirs; 

iH'eii  dayi  tfiut  appeared  ta  autkipate  the  genial  apriiig. 

iIl'ii  during  the  motitti. 

,  j-^  inny  he  cxpectol,  hsFc  correspdiHied  with  the  chaiwcl 
du:    :  iiiid  yet  the  tcitd  numlier  in  the  Raster,  reckoninK 
111'  II,  '  111  oiinniiat  consitleraUe  Heporters,  na«  uol  ioQCGOsei^ 
.  ii:urLility  ia  Mmtewhat  higher. 

xanXhaaaia   are  leM  frequent.      Rubeola  prerkh  in  nrrtieuhr 
;  Hiid  is' rife  at  present  at  HampsteatJ.      A^iii,  the  ouly  caseavf 
the  Register  are  ui  tlmt  northeni  and  exposed  otiiatkm. 
StiaoM  ii  more  general ;    but  IcM  violent  and  IktaL     Catarrh  rod 
uioic  affectioiis  hava  bee:i  teas  frequent. 
ifaiitile  diBea*c»  have  been  remarkably  severe.' 
Aninn^  the  fatal  msualties  hi  our  practice,  an  IncHleiit  occurred  whidi, 
noiigh  It  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  clfact  of  diKase,  and  therefore  n  not 
fictly  relevant;  may  operate  as  a. caution  fcfr  pr^etitiOuifTS  to  iiitcrpon 
Jieir  advice,  to  prevent  a  too  prevalent  aiid  dangerous  oiMotn  hi  the  iinrsa 
iitg   of  bdaiita.      A  very  flni'  iiiteit,  about  six  uiohtlu  old,  wni  suffocated 
in  the  night,  by  its -&t  and  drowsy  uuiw,  centraryto  the  express  ordenaf 
her  mittteu,  telung  it  into  tbc  b«d  to  *le«p  with  faec. 
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A  REGISTER  OF  DISEASES 
Between  JANUARY  2(Uk,  and  FEBRUARY  I9th,  1816. 


BIBCASCS. 


I 


Abortio 

Abfloessio 

Acne 

Amaurosb.... 

AmtaiNyrriuBs.  • 

Anaaarca < 

Anorexia 

AfihCha  lacieniium., 
'  anginota..; 

Apoplexia..,.. 

Ascites 

Astli^nia 

Aatlima , 

Atropiiia 

Broncliitis  ocuto.... 
'  chronica. 


DISEASES. 


90 
17 

3 

I 
25 
99 

4 

4 

1 

1510 

13    1 

90    1 

14517 

3 


BroDcliooele 

Calculus 

CaHgo 

Cancer 

Carlmneulus 

Caidia]gia........' 

Catarrhus 

Cephalalgia.... 

C^halsa.. 

Chlorosis 

Chorea 

Ciiolera 

Colica 

''  Pktonum,* 

Convulsio '.. 

.Cynanche  TongiUaru., 

'  nuiUgna 

■  TVacheoKs*; 

■  Parotidea* . . , 
— — —  Phtayngea., 

lArtfngtd,,, 


Diartfioea 
Dysenteria...... 

Dyspepsia. , 

Byspncea. 

Dysuria .«.,. 

Ecthyma 

Eczema... 

Eneuris 

Enteritis 

jsmtrooynia 

Epilepsia.  ••.<••• . 

Epistexis 

Erysjpriaa....^. 


•».••••••••. 


9 

14 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
8 
191 

39 
5 

141 
1 
4 

81 
3 

15 

59 
6 
S 

14 
8 
1 

67 
7 
1881 

85 
3 
3 
4 
8 

11 

10 
8 

10 

33 


Erythema  /ffi*r 

Febris  intermHfent, 


—  cntarrhalU 

■  Synocha 

—  Typhus  mitior.m, 
— -  Typhus  gratn€>r 

■  '       Syniochvs 

— —  remit  Infant,  •*. 

Fistula.... '. 

Fungus 

Ftirunculus 

Gastritis 

Gastrodynia 

Gonorrhoea 

Hematemesis, 

Ha^cnopt^e v 

H«morrhois 

Hemiplegia 

Hepatalgia 

Hepatitis ,.... 

Hernia 

■  humurhatis,.,,:. 
Herpes  Zoster 

■  vircinatus 

■  fabialis,..f 

fis. 


^mtpufialu 
itides 


Hycla! 

Hydrocele 

Hydrocephalus 

Hydrothorax 

nypochondriasis s... 

Hysteria 

Ictems , 

Impetigo  ^i^mlrf 

crysipelaiodes 

■'  scabtda 


Ischuria , 

Leucorrhoea 

Lichen  simplex 

Lithiasb » .^.... 

Mania.. ..^ 

Melanchidia 

Menonfoigia..... 

Miliaria 

Morbi  Intantiks*,,. ... 

Miiiosi^ 

Nephralgia 

Nephritis ^ 

NcMralgia 

Obstipatio ,. 


I 


1 


8 

88 

88 

18 

13 

1 

84 

17 

6 

1 

5 

8 

86 

31 

1 

17 

88 

8 

7 

83 

17 

1 

1 

4 

4 

8 

1 

8 

10 

7 

6 

81 

11 

1 

8 

8 

S 

90 

8 

1 

10 

4 

36 

1 

114 

95 

3 

4 

1 

18 


2 
1 


6 


1 

8 
1 


RcgUttr  ofDiteatu,  and  Obaertattont, 


S6» 


IT! 


JIlSEAfEfl. 


DISEASES. 


I 


Odontalgia 

Ophthalmia 

Otakpa 

Palpitatio 

Paralyns 

Paronychia 

PeripiieiiiiKiiiia 

Ptfritofdtu  V- 

Permow 

Peftittns 

Phlegmaaia  dafens.,,^ 

PhlogVMlJS.... 

Phrenitis....* 

Phthisis  Puimcmatu, 

Plethora 

Pleuritis 

Pleunxlyne 

Pneumonia 

Podagra 

Pbrri^  lar talis 

■  scutulata 


PvolapMis 

Pruri^  mitts 

FsaeSo  st/philis 

Pioria:»iii  gifrtUa 

■  in  vttemta . . . . 

Pyrows 

W  hex  imatismus  aeiitus. 


17 
64 

a 

9 
14 

IS 

14 

6 

37 

581 

1 

19 

8 

85 

19 

31 

9 

61 

16 

3 

3 

5 

SI 

1 

1 

2 

4 

04 


1 


1 
18 


RbeumatiSmus  chronictu,. 

Rubeola 

Scttbles 

Scarlatina  simplex 

■  *■ ciyiitQfa...M»«.« 

SckrhiM 

Scorbutus 

Scrofula 

Spasmi... 

Strictura 

Strophulus  conjertus 

Sycosis  menii 

Syncope 

SypWfis 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

lie  Doloreuz 

Tympanites 

Vaocuiia 

Varicella ...., 

Variola i. .. 

Vermes 

Vertigo 

Urticaria  febrilis 

'  evanida 


Total  of  Cases 
Total  of  Deaths. 


60 
47 
53 

8 
S 

4 

16 

16 

9 

1 

2 

36 

14 

8 

1 

64 

17 

82 

85 

80 

8 

1 

8644 


., 
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*  Morti  ImfantUe*  b  meftnt  lo  oompriae  thotr  Dimnkin  priodpftUy  arinnf  from  deatitian  of 
indlfmtkm,  isd  wMch  ^av  be  too  trivial  to  enter  under  any  4iMmot  neadf ;  Morbl  Btlkui,  tuch 
CotnplrtMt*  j<  awe  popularly  tttfmad  Wf«mj,  hut  ewmut  be  me^^rairlycUmtA* 

Observations  on  Prt  vailing  Diseases, 

The  past  month  has  presented  every  variety  of  atmospheric  dl&nge  of 
which  tiie  season  is  susceptible.  The  frost  on  the  night  iA  Friday  the  9th 
was  most  license ;  but  hnppily  did  not  continue  four  ami  twenty  hours : 
tiuce^  there  have  been  days  that  appeared  to  anticipate  the  genial  spring. 
>tuch  rain  has  ikllen  during  the  month. 

The  diseases,  as  may  be  expected^  have  cotmpdnded  with  the  chaqgei 
of  the  temperature ;  and  yet  the  tot'd  number  in  the  Register^  reckoning 
the  deAdency  of  one  of  our  most  considerable  Eeporters,  has  not  incr^set^ 
although  the  mortality  is  somewhat  higher. 

The  Exanthemata  are  lesA  frequent.  Rubeola  prevails  m  particular 
parts  only ;  and  is'  rife  ^t  present  at  Hampstead.  A^un^  the  oniy  caseaof 
Crvupta  the  Register  are  in  tliat  northern  and  exposed  situadon^ 

Pertussis  is  more  general ;  but  less  violent  and  &taL '  Catwrrk  and 
poetunonic  affections  have  been  less  frequent. 

Infantile  diseases  have  been  remaricably  severe. ' 

Amon^  the  fatal  casualties  hi  our  practice,  an  inddent  occmred  whlcfi, 
although  It  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  effect  of  disease,  and  therefore  ii  not 
strictly  relevant;  may  operate  as  a  .caution  fpr  practitiOuers  to  iuterpo^ 
their  advice,  to  prevent  a  too  prevalent  and  dangerous  custom  in  the  nors* 
11^  of  infants.  A  vety  fme  nifant,  about  six  mol)^  dd,  was  suffocated 
in  the  night,  by  its  .fat  and  drowsy-nurse,  contrary  to  the  express  orders  «f 
her  mbtresSi  taking  itinto  the  bed  to  sleep  with  Ysu^ 


TtO 


Ohsertattbns  on  Prevailing  DtBtastt* 


Among  ^  vaies  tSacuie  Rheumatum  wefvenl  have  been  Instances  of 
liMQimitk  inflammation  of  the  eye.  It  la  difficult  to  point  out  the  dia^o»« 
lie  chatacteriitica  of  this  «eciea  of  rlieumatism  to  as  to  diatnigiiish  it,  at 
Oioe,  finom  ovdUnaiy  ophthaonic  inflammation.  It  majr,  liowever,  in  some 
degree,  be  aaceitained  from  the  redness  and  enlargement  of  the  Tesaela 
more  immediatdy  surrounding  the  transparent  cornea,  which  spears  as  if 
it  were  in  astate  of  incapiflQt  opacity  for  the  Apace  of  a  line  rouna  its  ezte- 
i{or  edge  ;  while  the  inmuned  vessels  appear  li&e  a  zone  ac|joining  this  line, 
ofablueishtint:  there  is  also  a  less  copious  secretionof  tears  than  in  the 
oommon  inflammation  of  the  ooiyunctinL  The  attack  is  usuaMy  more  sud-* 
den,  often  in  the  night,  and  the  pain,  instead  of  being  confined  altogether  to 
llie  ball  of  the  eye,  surrounds  the  orbit,  and  sometimes  extends  to  one  half 
of  the  head :  itwates  towards  mornings  but  comes  on  again  in  theeremn^ 
at  the  same  hour  on  wMch  the  primary  attack  occunred ;  and  it  b  this  pe* 
jiodleal  occurrence  of  pain  whioi  is  the  most  striking  feature  of  the  disease* 
The  mode  in  which  we  have  treated  it,  is  to  exhibit  an  emetic  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  paroxysm ;  then,  after  opemng  the  bowela  freely  with  calo-i 
ttiel  and  a  piurgative  draught,  to  administer  as  much  bark,  combined  witii 
oil  of  turpentine,  as  the  stomach  can  bear.  This  plan,  in  two  or  three  dayst, 
cures  the  disease,  without  any  local  application,  except  tepid  water. 

One  of  the  &tal  cases  of  Anasarca  terminated  by  gangrene  of  both  legs 
and  one  arm. 

Ikfieniery  caused  death  by  profused  hemorrhage  frran  the  bowels. 

The  fatal  case  of  MeMr^Mpa  was  occasioned  by  a  sdnhiM  uteruaj 
whidh  had  terminated  in  ulceration. 

A  frital  caseof  CbftvaiMo  was  prodnced  by /Hdlanifet  in  the  CKcnm,  and 
Ascarides  lumbrieoidei  in  the  ileum. 

Examinaiiones  pott  Mortem. — 1.  A  fatal  case  that  occurred  wai  dia* 
eoreved  to  have  originated  from  Hydatide$  presshig  on  the  lurah)."— 8» 
Bnmchitii  chronica  proved  fiital  to  a  woman  aged  Sg.  There  was  an  ex* 
tensive  abscess  between  the  membrane  of  the  trachea  and  thyroid  cartilage, 
which  had  ruptured  into  the  trachea.  The  pus  was  very  fetid,  and  UM 
cartilage  ulcerated. 


Monthly  PWcM  of  Substances  emploifed  in  Puabmact« 


Aaid«  Oumml  eiack. 

Addum  Citrimun 
■  ■■     Bcmoicuni 
_•    Sulphurlcum 
— i    Muriaticum 
«.—    Nhrieum 


Aloabol         -^ 
__       nnnilTittii 


£jE 


Vb, 


iMuriM 


(Outt.) 
(Lunp*) 

funhurtiniii 

teQuBUnl 


a.    O. 


lb.     4 
-   8t 

uno^     6 

P.  lb.     0 

t 

4 

6 

5 

10 

IS 

8 

7 

S 

1 

0 

t 

4 
4 

n 


I 


lb.    • 


0 
0 

a 

9 
0 
0 
0 
0 
< 
0 
6 
6 
S 
6 
6 
6 
0 
6 
0 
0 
$ 
9 
8 
0 

I 


m.U 


lb. 


BtUuaum  Feniviairaxn    •  lb. 

— —      TohiUDum         • 
Bcniointiin  electa       .  .         • 

Calimiina  pnepanUa  •  .  - 
Calumba  lUotx  •  .  •  . 
CambogiA  ... 

GtmnlKim  /     •         •         -       • 
Caneile  CoitflK 
CwriMnnmi  SaaiiMt    opu     • 
CmohIUk  Cortes 

CUtORUIB  .  .  • 

Catechu  Bxmetnm  •  •  Ibb 
CetaMum  .  .  .  . 
Can  alba         .... 

f-  -   SaTa         ■         •        .         ■ 

Cbidiom>  oofdUbUcGoites  (yvllow) 

lancUblic  Cortex  (quiUad) 

— «     oblofHiifolw  Cortex  (rad) 

Ctamamomi  CoitcK       •       .        . 

Ooecua  (OoaoliMlU)  uob. 

BtbMkPulpa      •      <      lb. 


lUdift 

OaolettaiMto     • 
CoBfiiiupbii 
Cianun  aBUMidatiiiii 


lb. 


a.  XI. 

so  0 

ss  0 

14  0 

0  6 

3  a 

10  0 

s  i. 

6  a 

a  0 

4  a 

5  0 

9  a 

9  a 

t  i 

6  6  . 

10  a 

16  a 

sa  0 

a  a 

as  a 

6  a 

a  a 

a  a 

I  t 

14  a 

4  0 

I*  « 
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CbiiBBBuo  Annntioraiii 

OpU  . 

-*-     Bmmeapbm 

RofigegalUoe 


Lytte 

Hransgyii 
BriiiirVinng 
CmchaiMe 

Cindioiue  reiiiKMum 
Colocynthidis 
Coloeymhidfa  Qomp. 
Cooii 
61atcrii 


unc. 


Glycynbiae        •        lb. 

Hcnoatxyxyli      -     ,  use* 

Ifumuli        .         .       . 

Hyowami         -        une. 

Jalapa.    -    Sf.  Otf.  Rei. 

Opii 

Papaverb 

Rhjri 

SanapariHs 

-  ■  "—      Tanuuci       -        • 
Ferri  subearfoonas       -        -         lb. 

—  sulphas 
Femim  ammoniatum 

—  taitarixatum 
/■albani  Gumml'mma. 
ticntiasue  Rxuiixdect 
Guainci  Rsina        ... 
pydnuj^yrum  ptiriflcatum 

— —      pnccipitatum  album 
.-      cTimcFeta 
Hydnrgyri  Oxymuiias      -        uncw 

-  Sumnurijis 
— —      NitriooOxydiun 
— —      Oxydum  Ctnereum 
— —      Oxydum  rutarum     - 
'——     Sulpburetum  nwnmi 

— —        raonun 

gellebori  nigri  Radix  -        lb. 

.leeaeuMJihs  Radix 

Pulvis 
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XOTICES  OF  LECTUftEi. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Thrnnsao  will  commence  his  usual  Course  oTLec^res 
to  Botany  and  Phytology  eai4y  in  May. 

Mr.  Foxy  Surgeon-Dentist^  Argyll  Street,  will  commence  his 
Lectures  on  the  Structure  and  Diseases  of  the  Teeth,  on  Friday, 
March  ]st,  at  half-past  five  in  the  evening,  in  tlie  Medical  Theatre, 
Guy's  Hospital. 

■T  ■  ■     ■  I  ■  .1  I  .  II  ■  t     ■  I    .  I      I  ■     I .      I  p  - 

MONTHLY  CATALOGUE  OF  BOOKS, 

A  System  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  including  Transla- 
tions of  the  Edinburgh,  London,  and  Dublin  Ph^rm^icopGeias.  By 
Jolui  Murray,  M.D.   Third  Edition*    2  vols.  8  vo.     Lopgman&Co. 

The  Edinburgh  New  Dispensatory.  By  Andrew  Duncan,  jun. 
M.D.    The  Eighth  Edition.    8vo.    Longman  &  Co. 

A  General  System  of  Toxicology,  or  a  Treatise  on  Poisons  drawn 
from  the  Mineral,  Vegetable,  and  Animal  Kingdoms,  considered  as 
|o  their  Relations  with  Physiologr,  Pathology,  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. By  M.  P.  Orfila,  ■M.D.  Translated  from  the  French. 
Vol.1.    Fart  2.    8vo.    Cox  and  Son.. 

Dr.  CuUen's  Practice  of  Physic,  with  Notes  e^iplanatory  and 
practical.    By  Sobert  John  Thornton,  M.D.     12mo,    Cox  ancf  Son. 

A  Compendium  of  Anatomy,  Human  and  Comparative ;  intend-> 
cd  principary  for  the  Use  of  Students.  In  4  Volumes,  with  Plates. 
Sixth  Edition,  enlarged  and  improved.     By  Andrew  Fyfe. 

An  Epitome  of  Juridical  or  Forensic  Medicine ;  for  the  Use  (^ 
Medical  Men,  Coroners,  and  Barristers.  By  George  Edward  Male, 
MJ)*  .  8Vo.    Underwood. 

Practical  Observations  on  the  Cure  of  Wounds  and  Ulcers  on  the 
Legs,  without  Rest ;  illustrated  with  Cases.  By  lliomas  Whatel^-. 
Second  Edition.    8va    Callow. 

JNOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  reeeipt  of  Comfnunications  from 
Dr.  Hartleys,  Mr.  Shaw  (with  a  Drawing),  Mr.  Newiuaiiy 
Mr.  Rogers,  Obstetricus,  &c. 

Dr.  Fnuer-a  LeUepskaU  be  attended  to. 

This  Pubfication,  by  applkation  to  the  Clerks  of  tha  Genera]  Post  Office, 
Landon;  or,  if  prevknialyiirdered,  of  the  Poet  Masters.  British  or  Foreign, 
wfllbesent  toady  of  the  British  Colonies  or  Foreign  Countries,  upon  tiie 
same  tanms  as  other  P^tio^Bcal  Works. 

C&mmuukaiiong  iniendedfbr  ruertum  in  the  subMqumt  Nnmher  should 
he  $eni  bepfre  the  l2thofihe  month  j  and  $hou/d  be  addressed  (free  ofexf 
pence)  to  Mr*  Shury,  Printer y  7,  Berwick  Street,  Soho;  kv  whom  Hooks fer 
fheJRemw  JJepartment,  Artkki  of  Inteliigenee,  S^c.  S^c*  wUl  also  be  reeeihedf 
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Though  the  winter  season  has  not  been  remarkable  for^  se- 
Teritj  of  cold,  ^et,  it  has  been  unusually  variable  and  unsettled. 
Notwithstanding  which  circumstance,  our  boys  have  been  so 
•xtremely  healthy,  that  I  can  scarcely  recollect  such  a  period  at 
any  season  of  the  year  equally  free  from  disease.  This  is  more 
worthy  of  observation,  as  the  general  state  of  health  in  the 
metropolis  has  been  directly  the  reverse  of  it ;  the  town  having 
been  uncommonly  ^ckiy,  attended  with  a  very  conuderabfe 
^egree  of  mortality. 

The  influenceof  different  seasons  and  states  of  the  atmosfdiere 
upon  different  periods  of  life  was  never  more  strikingly  dis- 

Emyed  than  in  the  period  before  us.  While  the  infantile  age 
as  been  remarkably  oppressed  by  disease,  principally  of  me 
pneumonic  kind,  followed  by  an  uncommon  fatahty ;  that  be- 
tw^n  ipfancy  and  puberty  has  enjoyed  a  degree  of  health 
much  exceedmg  what  is  usual  in  tlie  winter  montlis. 

With  the  exception  of  one  case  o£  pneumonia,  no  severe 
disease  of  any  kind  has  occurred  with  us.  It  is  almost  super* 
fluous  to  add,  tliat  no  fatality  has  taken  place.  About  the 
middle  of  February  several  cases  of  cvnanche  parotidaea  made 
their  appearance  nearly  on  the  same  day.  The  infectious  na» 
ture  ot  this  malady  rendered  it  necessary  to  take  every  pn^)er 
precaution  to  prevent  its  extension,  which  was  accordingly 
done ;  and,  as  far  as  the  short  time  now  elapsed  will  justify  the 
condusion,  tliere  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  at- 
tended with  the  desired  effect.. 

In  reply  to  the  very  judicious  and  candid  remarks  on  the 
reports  of  the  diseases  of  the  boys  in  Christ'^s  Hospital,  contained 
in  the  last  half-yearly  Retrospect  of  the  Progress  of  Medicine*, 
I  hav.e  only  to  observe,  that  I  consider  cynanche  tonsillaris  and' 
odontalgia  catarrhalis  as  diseases  venr  generally  prevalent  tn 
that  penod  of  life,  in  all  situations  and  habits  of  livms ;  nor  do 
I  think  that  such  cases  have  been  more  numerous  nere  than 
might  have  been  expected  elsewhere.  Some  of  the  cases 
classed  under  the  title  Cephalaea  may  probably  not  have  been 
primary  affections,  but  only  symptomatic  of  some  irregularity 
m  the  organs  subservient  to  digestion,  though  nothing  of  that 
kind  mignt  at  the  time  have  been  apparent  At  all  events  ce- 
phalaea can  scarcely  have  been  the  effect  of  cold  immediately 
applied  to  the  head ;  as  the  greater  number  of  instances  of  it 
took  place  in  the  spring  and  summer  season,  while  the  colder 
montns  have  been  almost  entirely  free  from  it ;  which  would 
not  probably  have  happened,  had  it  arisen  from  the  prevuliog 
custom  of  the  boys^  heads  being  so  generally  uncovered. 


^ 


-*  Vide  Repository i  voL  v.  p.  58. 


Shaw  4m  DUhcation  of  the  Thmb.  875^ 

On  Dislocation  of  the  Thumb.  By  John  Shaw,  Demonstrator 
of  Anatomy,  Great  Windmill  Street,  London,  and  Surgeon" 
to  the  Northern  Dispensary. 

In  almost  all  the  essays  on  dislocation  written  even  within 
tl)e6e  k\y  years,  the  difficulty  experienced  in  the  reduction,  is 
said  to  proceed  from  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles  which 
surround  the  heads  of  the  bones. 

Proceeding  on  the  idea  tliat  spasm  forms  the  main  obstacle 
to  reduction,  authors  have  recommended  us  to  bleed,  to  give 
antispasmodic  medicines,  to  use  the  warm  bath,  and,  in  short, 
every  means  to  weaken  and  relax  the  muscular'  frame.  No 
one  can  deny  that  there  is  a  certain  degree  of  spasm  of  the 
muscles  to  be  overcome;  but  an  attentive  survey  of  the  bones 
and  ligaments,  with  due  attention  to  their  relative  situation 
when. dislocated,  will  prove  to  us  that  the  difficulty  of  reduc* 
tion  depends  much  oftener  upon  their  form  and  relative  posi-> 
tion,  tnan  upon  (he  spasmc^ic  action  of  the  muscles.  When 
we  consider  tne  strong  muscles  which  surround  the  shoulder- 
joint,  we  cannot  be  surprised  that  there  should  be  a  spas- 
modic action  impeding  the  reduction  of  the  dislocated  humerus, 
fiut  it  is  allowea  that  certain  methods  of  pulling  very  much 
facilitate  the  reduction,  nay,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  ef*« 
icct  it  even  after  the  patient  has  been  bled  to  deiiquium,  if  at- 
tention be  not  paid  to  the  relation  of  th^  heads  of  the  bones  to 
each  other,  ana  the  restriction  from  the  new  position  of  their 
ligaments.  But  can  we  believe,  that  the  spasmodic  action  of 
the  small  muscles  surrounding  the  metacarpal  joint  of  the  dis- 
located thumb  is  able  to  resist  a  force  which  has  been  so  great 
as  to  pull  off  the  second  phalanx  without  effecting  the  reduc- 
tion? or  can  this  notion  of  spasm  beine  the  impediment  explain 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  reducing  dislocations  of  the  fingers  ? 
About  three  years  ago,  I  intended  to  have  ffiven  the  ac-, 
count  of  a  case  of  dislocation  of  the  metacarpal  joint  of  the 
thumb  in  which  reduction  was  very  easily  effected.  But  Mr. 
Charles  Bell  havinff  mentioned  this  dislocation  so  frequently  in 
bis  lectures,  |ind  abo  particularly  ib  his  work  on  Surgery,  I  did 
not  conceive  it  necessary.  I  was,  however,  so  particularly  struck 
with  three  casies  in  jtbe  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  of  April 
last,  that  I  am  induced  to  think  the  relation  of  the  following  cases 
^ay  be  acceptable  to  some  of  the  numerous  readers  of  the  Jfe- 
iical  Bepository. 

If  we  look  back  into  authors,  we  shall  find  some  horrid  cases 
of  dislocated  thumb  related.  Bromfield  tells  us  of  a  surgeon, 
f  bo>  attemptiii^  to  reduce  the  dislocation  between  th^  first 
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^^''^ulaling  head  of  the  me^ 

to  l^  brought  througk 


N. 


L*  seen  a  case  of  dislocatiom 

id  4rst  phalanx;    of  course 

om  the  simple  anatomy  of  th^ 

.et  these  observations  were  pub-» 

iatient  to  him  with  a  dislocation  of 

discharged  from  a  hi)^tal  a&  incur 

.en^ts  had  been  made  to  reduce  it  hf 

Aving  the  principle  which  he  had  laid  down, 

iiy  reduced  it      About  two  3  ears  after  the 

.is  case,  I  met  with  a  similar  one.    A  druokem 

"^  t.  Giles^    was  seised   by  the  watebman;    in 

«•  >vhich  she  made  to  escape,  he  caught  her  by  the 

.id  in  the  struggle  the  metacarpal  joii^t  was  dislocated. 

1  carried  to  the  watch-house,  where  she  was  kept  tiH 

lidle  of  the  next  day.    Before  I  saw  her,  several  younp 

bad  been  trying  -  to  reduce  the  dislocation.     I  was  veiy 

<xious  to  put  into  practice  the  principle  which  had  been  sa 

successful  in  the  case  which  had  occuiTed  to  Mr.  Bell.    But 

^€  woman,  who  had  already  suffered  a  great  deal  from  the  re* 

J)^ited  attempts  to  reduce  the  dislocation  by  extension,  and  not 

^ing  yet  quite  recovered  from  her  drunken  iit,  was  very  ub* 

billing  to  let  me  touch  her.     I  however  got  hold  of  her  thumbs 

and  in  spite  of  a  severe  blow,  I  persisted,  and  satisfied  myself 

that  tlie  dislocation  was  not  to  he  reduced  by  extending  tbar 

hones.     After  pacifying  her,  by  telling  her  that  I  did  not  in* 

tend  to  try  again  the  same  method,  she  allowed  me  to  take  hcii 

of  it  a  second  time.     I  grasped  the  thumb  with  my  right  hand^ 

leaving  the  forefinger  ptaced  flatly  on  the  extremity  01  the  mer 

tacarpal  bone,  which  was  depressed  towards  the^lm,  and  my 

thunu)  was  placed  upon  the  projecting  point  of  the  second  pluu 

ianx ;  then  by  pushing  up  the  metacarpal  bone  with  my  finger, 

by  depressing  ttie  phalanx  with  my  thumb,  and  at  tne  same 

lime  bending  the  ioint,  by  making  the  metacarpal  bone  the  fuU 

f^rum,   I  reduced  the  dislocation  with  so  much  ease  ihat  I 

eould  hardly  beli0ve.it  was  done.    The  pain  which  the  patient 

Buffered  was  so  Httk,  Aat^  instead  of  again  receiving  a  blow,  I 

was  in  da]i||;er  of  a  bog. 

Id  additioD  to  these  cases;,  diere  are  two  more,  in  whicli 
MdoctMn  hf  bencfiog  the  joint  w^s  easily  efibctecL  One  cast 
JMaantd  %i^  Ifc^ Be v  lately ;  tbe«tber  was  a  patieotpf  Mc 
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Chapman,  Surgeon,  in  Wmdson  I  havebeen  favoured  vitlr 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  that  gentleman  to  Mr.  Bell,  gvring^ 
an  account  of  the  case,  and  of  which  the  following  is*  the  sub* 
stance: 

A  servant-boy,,  about  fourteen  years  of  age^  fell,  and  dislo*. 
cated  the  second  phalanx  of  the  thumb  from  the  metacarpal 
bone.  Mr.  Chapman,  having  read  Mr.  Hey^s  account  of  these 
dislocations,  foresaw  great  diificulty  in  this  case. 

The  hand  was  held  steady  by  dn  asdstant,  and  extension' 
was  made  according  to  the  directions  given  in  such  cases.  Mr. 
Chapman,  finding  his  patient  to  be  a  stout  hardy  boy^  continued 
to  increase  the  extension  to  the  utmost  of  liis  power,  and  did 
Bot  desist  until  lie  himself  was  quite  exhausted;  but  occasion* 
rily  vesting,  he  continued  his  efforts  for  two  hours ;  when,  find- 
ing all  hifi  endeavours  ineffectual,  he  bound  up  the  thumb,  and 
d<^ed  the  patient  to  return  again  in  the  morning.  He  now. 
looked  again  to  Mr.  Hey^s  Cases,  to  Mr.  Benjamin  BelFs,  and 
lo  Mr.  Latta'*s  Surgery,  but  witliout  deriving  any  farther  satis* 
ftction.  He  then  had  recourse  to  Mr.  Charles  Bell's  Operative 
Surgery ;  and  after  reading  the  principles  laid  down  in  that 
book  to  be  followed  in  dislcKations  oi  tlie  thumb,,  he  waited 
for  His  patient  with  some  anxiety,  and  prepared  with  his  cooch- 
iag  needle  to  divide  the  lateral  ligaments,  if  he  was  again  un-^ 
successful.  I 

In  the  morning  his  patient  returned,  and  he  was  then  joined 
by  Ins  brother  and  a  friend.  They  proceeded  to  Uk?  operation,, 
and,  following  the  rule  in  Mr.  Bell  s  book,  they  attempted  to 
bend  the  joints  by  pressing  or  rather  pulling  the  phalanx  down 
towards  the  palm.  This  was  still  unsuccessfid  ;  and  a^ain  ex- 
texiraoii  was  employed :  but  after  an  bourns  trial,  all  theur  efforts 
vere  inefleotual.  They  succeeded  in  reducing  it,  at  last,,  in  the 
following  manner :  The  operator  placed  his  hand  on  the  upper, 
part  of  the  plialanx,  and  then  forced  it  down  into  the  palm  ; 
t>y  doing  so,  he  depressed  the  point  so  much,  that  the  opposite 
part  was  wheeled  into  its  place.  In  all  the  former  attempts, 
the  thumb  had  been  grasped,  which  prevented  the  phalanx 
from  being  sufficiently  depressed;  in  the  last  and  successful 
trial,  there  was  nothing  interposed  between  the  phalanx  imd  the. 
palm^  as  the  thumb  was  pushed  down  by  the  surgeon  bearing 
with  his  hand  against  it  Mr.  Chapman  adds,  that  he  com- 
municates this  case,  because  it  proves  the  difficulty  of  neducinfi; 
the  dislocation  of  the  thumb  by  extension;  and  confirms  the  oor<e 
rectness  of  the  principle  hud  down  in.  the  Operative  Surgery^ 

If  we  except  the  case  in  Mr.  Hey's  2d  edition  of  his  Surgexy^ 
these  four  cases  which  I  have  mentioned  are  the  only  ones  that 
are*  recorded  in  which  the  Ruction  has  been  easily  effi^ted« 

In  cadi  of  these  cases  extension*  waaiound  tob^AiaekM*.  buk» 
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by  bending  die  'joint  the  bones  sfipt  easily  into  their  plaoea. 
li^r.  Hey*  says,  *^  Since  the  first  ediUon  ot  these  observations 
vraa  puMished,  I  have  succeeded  in  redudng  the  bones  of  the 
thumb,  when  diriocated,  by  pressure,  without  extension.  The 
pressure  should  be  made  against  the  luxated  extremity  of  the 
first  phalanx,  which  in  this  case  lies  upon  the  back  part  of  the 
metacarpal  bone.'"  If  we  press  the  bone  forwards,  it  must  of 
course  have  the  same  effect  as  if  we  were  to  pull  it  forwards, 
or,  in  other  words,  to  extend  the  bones.  Seeing  that  by  pres- 
sure the  dislocation  was  reduced,  and  knowing  that  extension 
mil  not  have  that  effect,  I  may  be  allowed  to  suppose,  that  the 
pressure  used  by  Mr.  Hey  was  in  a  dhrection  downwards,  which 
18  in  fact  bending  the  joint ;  so  it  will  bring  his  case  under  the 
class  of  those  reauced  oy  foilomng  the  principle  of  Mr.  Bell. 

I  have  Utile  doubt  that  in  the  case  of  Macphail,  in  tlie  Edin* 
burgh  Journal  of  April  1815,  the  dislocation  was  reduced  in 
the  same  manner  %  for  Mr.  Ballingal  says,  that  after  he  had  used 
extension  to  a  great  degree,  while  pressing  on  the  head  of  tba 
bone,  It  6lipt  into  its  place. 

In  fhe  case  of  the  drunken  woman,  I  reduced  the  disloca- 
tion easily  by  bending  the  joint  forwards ;  but  from  the  expe- 
riments which  I  have  made  on  the  dead  body,  I  conceive  it 
will  be  possible,  nay,  even  necessary,  sometimes  to  make  the 
trial  of  reducing  the  dislocation  by  bending  the  joint  in  the  op. 
posite  direction,  while  we  at  the  same  moment  press  against 
the  head  of  the  second  phalanx. 

I  shall  now  give  a  short  description  of  the  changes  which 
take  place  in  the  ligaments  of  the  metacarpal  joint  in  cases  of 
dislocation. 

Around  the  joint  there  is  a  capsular  ligament,  which  of 
itself  is  very  thin ;  but  by  the  accession  of  a  number  of  tendons 
iacorp(»*ated  with  it,  it  is  in  effect  very  strong.  On  the  upper 
or  anterior  part  of  the  joint,  there  are  the  tendons  of  the  second 
and  third  extensors ;  and  on  the  lower  or  posterior  part,  the 
tendons  of  the  short  flexor  are  inserted  into  tiie  sesamoid  bones, 
which  are  strongly  attached  by  ligaments  to  the  phalanx 
and  to  each  other;  there  is  also  die  tendon  of  the  long  flexor, 
passing  between  the  tendons  of  the  short  one ;  on  the  sides  we 
nave  the  two  lateral  ligaments,  which  are  strengthened  by  slips 
from  the  muscles.  The  tendons  of  the  muscles  on  the  upper 
and  lower  surfaces,  from  their  being  so  incorporated  witli  the 
bones,  act  not  only  as  parts  of  a  mus^e,  but  also  as  ligaments : 
I  shall  therefore  call  them  the  anterior  and  posterior  ligaments. 

The  great  strength  of  all  these  ligaments  is  well  shewn, 
wjien  we  atteoipt  to  produce  dislocation  of  the  thumb  in  th« 
dead  body.  I  nareitHind  it  imposnble  to  dislocate  the  joint 
wMiDtti  rupturing  mme^  one  6r  die  jigamentst  I, have  even 
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hnken  the  second  pludanx  m  the  attcixipt  From  tliis  dnnnii« 
fliance  I  should  be  induced  to  Wlieve^  that  dislocation  never 
tftkes  plaee  unless  one  or  other  of  the  ligaments  be  ruptured* 
Were  there  no  other  ligaments  here  than  the  anterior  and  pos* 
t^rior,  the  joint  would  be  easily  dislocated,  and  as  easily  rediwed^ 
by  simply  extending  the  bones;  but  we  learn  from  ejqperienoe^ 
that  it  is  impossible  to  reduce  the  dislocation  by  extensionir 
The  knowledge  of  this  fact  will  lead  us  to  attend  to  the  lat^al 
figaments.  In  the  natural  state,  we  peitave  that  they  are 
■iuch  stronger  than  the  anterbr  and  posterior  ligaments^  and 
while  the^  are  entire,  there^  is  a  very  great  diflKukj  in  jpn>» 
ducii^  dislocation.  By  catting  the  anterior  and  posterior  iiga«» 
nents^  we  may  dislocate  the  bones  ;  and  then  we  perceive  more 
dearly  the  peculiarity  in  tlie  attachment  of  the  lateral  ligaments. 
We  see  that  the  heaa  of  the  bone  is  then  locked  between  the 
lateral  ligaments  ;  and  if  we  extaad  the  bones  they  wilt  be  still 
noosed  mcnre  firmly ;  but  by  bending  the  joint,  die  noose  b  re- 
Isxed^  and  the  bo^es  slip  easily  into  their  places.  This  is  more 
evident  in  the  first  joint  than  in  the  metacarpal.  It  clearly 
fbUbws  from  this  illustration,  that,  unless  one  of  the'  lateral 
Igamcnts  be  ruptured,  we  must  bend,  not  extend,  the Ji»nf, 
in  order  to  reduce  it*    From  all  the  cases  related,  it  woukI  ap* 

Eir  that  the  lateral  ligaments  were  seldom  ruptured ;  fot  had 
y  been  so,  the  reduction  wouM  always  have  been  easily  ef« 
fected  by  extension. 

I  have  always  found  in  the  dislocation  produced  in  the  dead 
body,  that  the  attachment  of  the  posterior  ligament  to  the  me* 
iBOUpal  bone  was  torn  up ;  but  that  there  frequently  remains 
on  the  upper  part,  not  only  the  extensor  tendons,  but  also  some 
igamentous  bands  which  are  prolonged  from  the  small  muscles 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  latcWl  ligaments;  and  which,  from  the 
^n^  m  their  situation  during  dislocation,  form  much  Moogfit 
superior  ligaments  than  the  extensor  tendons. 

When  tliese  fibres  hapfien  to  remain  entire,  they-altogetfaer 
pvevent  us  from  bending  the  joint  forwards,  and  thus  exphsn 
why  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  bend  the  thumb  badcwaraa. 

m I  1 1  i  I      II  I  I  .  * 

III. 

Cote  ofSdimms  I^larus^  wkidk  toAMitd  on  ditueti^m  a  wmgu^ 
tar  dacaa  and  nhmiiim  of  the  StomatA.  By  Q.  D.  Y^ATSt 
M.D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  PfiyaciaM,  London. 

Ik  ooDsemieaiee  cf  a  laudaUe  desire,  expressed  m  a  fimner 
Number  of  Um  Meiicol  R^oaihry^  of  poaesMM  maibid  af^* 
peJMnoes  observed  in  diswctioiis,  I  hart  ««<£  plitfaBiM  ift 
UJUiiiinittirt^Tht  f-lW^c  — -f*  -^  ^^  fMnWulioa  nf  amoiWii 
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body,  which  may  be  thought  suflldently  curious  for  pul>lica> 
tioQ. 

mSTOftT  OF  THE  SYHnOMS. 

H.  p.  a  widow,  aetat  57,  had  oomplaihed  fat  a  oonuderable 
time  of  Tapous  stomach  ailments,  accompanied  at  one  time  with 
Tomiting  of  bkx)d.  About  one  month  before  she  died,  I  was 
desired  to  visit  her.  She  complained  of  ^eat  pain  to  the  right 
of  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  beneath  the  run  of  the  cardlajrinous 
extremities  of  the  ribs.  On  examination,  a  considerable  degree 
of  hardness,  and  some  knotted  inequalities  were  felt,  and  pres* 
sure  much  increased  pie  pain.  Vomiting  was  troublesome;  it  oo- 
curred  two  or  three  hours  after  taking  food*  the  appetite  for 
which  was  not  lost,  and  she  felt  oomparatiyely  more  easy  after 
a  small  quantity  of  solid  than  of  liquid  food,  although  all  kind^ 
were  more  or  less  distressing.  The  food)  when  thrown  up,  was 
unchanged,  and  was  frequently  mixed  with  a  very  dark-coloured 
liauid :  and  tlie  vomiting  was  at  times  so  strongiy  excited,  that 
wnen  it  came  on  suddenly,  the  contents  of  the  stomach  would^ 
be  thrown  to  a  considerable  distance  in  the  room.  The  pa;>' 
roxysms  of  pain  were  excruciating.  Pulse  I  OS,  soft;  tongqe 
furred  with  a  white  incrustation ;  bowels  very  costive ;  and  she 
always  felt  ea»er  when  they  were  opened ;  urinfe  high-coloured ; 
thirst  was  not  complained  of;  the  legs  were  cedematoiis.  She 
was  very  thin.  Tne- spine  was  distorted,  and  the  sternum  had 
a  serpentine  twist,  witn  a  chicken-breasted  protrusion.  The 
urine  became  considerably  increased  under  the  use  of  the  super- 
tartrate  of  potash;  and  after  she  had  taken  the  pilula  hydrargyxi 
with  extractum  conii,  the  evacuations  by  the  bowds,  which  were 
before  bla<;k,  became  of  a  yellow  colour,  but  did  not  remain  so. 
About  three  or  four  days  before  she  died,  she  felt  a  sensation 
of  something  which  suddenly  dropped  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  bellvy  and  an  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  took  place.  I 
believedf  tlm  enlargement  to  have  been  a  disten^oa  of  the  colon 
from  flatus^  in  consequence  both  of  its  situation  and  circum* 
scribed  nature,  and  of  the  tympanitic  sound  which  it  gave  upon 
bdng  struck  with  the  hand ;  but  the  dissection  will  shew  it  arose 
from  a  singular  descent  and  situation  of  the  stomach. 

DiMfcHoft.— The  body,  which  was  opened  by  Mr.  Grolding^ 
a  acalous  youuff  surgeon,  was  much  emaoated ;  abdomen  con* 
siderably  disturoed.  On  making  an  indsion  into  it,  the  cellular 
membrane  was  observed  of  a  deep  onuiffe  colour.  On  putting 
aside  the  abdominal  parietes,  the  storaaoi  was  found  much  dis- 
tended,  oocupyins  nearly  the^  whole  of  the  abdomen,  peculiarly 
atuated,  and  evidently  containing  much  flatus.  The  body  of 
it  had  fallen  from  the  epigastric  reeion  to  the  bottom  oi  the 
abdomen,  so  thi^t  its  great  arch  rested  on  the  os  pubis,  stretch* 
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ing  from  between  that  point  and  just  above  the  umbi&ctis,  acroo 
the  abdomen  from  one  os  annominatum  to  tlie  other,  leaving  in 
the  arclied  form  of  the  stomadi  an  open  semi*circular  space  in 
the  epigastric  region,  between  tlie  cardiac  and  pyloric  orifices. 
The  intestines  lay  under  the  stomach,  and  were  completely 
covered  by  it    At  its  lesser  curvature,  towards  the  cardiac 
orifice,  were  patches  of  morbid  vascularity.     In  the  lesser  arch, 
and  over  it,  lay  a  portion  of  the  lobulus  spigclii,  and  towards 
the  right  side,  a  portion  of  intestine.    On  opening  the  stomach, 
flatus  escaped,  and  about  two  quarts  of  a  dark-brown  fluid, 
intermixed  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  glazy  mucus,  were 
taken  out.     The  pylorus  was  found  sdiirrous,  much  enlar^« 
very  hard,  and  adnering  to  diat  part  of  the  liver  where  it  is 
suspended  from  the  diapnragm  by  the  ligament.  Much  morbid 
vascularity  surrounded  the  pylorus,  and  extended  along  the 
lesser  arch  of  the  stomach.  '  The  liver  adhered  to  the  diaphragm 
at  its  posterior  and  upper  part,  though  it  was  sound  in  its  sub- 
stance.    Upon  laying  open  the  thorax,  the  lungs  presented  a 
perfectly  healthy  appearance,  without  any  adhesions ;  a  small 
quantity  of  water  was  found  in  the  pericardium  and  cavity  of 
tne  chest.     The  gall-bladder  contained  al)out  half  an  ounce  of 
very  dark-coloured  bile.     The  ductus  communis  was  so  con- 
tracted near  its  entrance  into  the  duodenum  as  not  to  permit  a 
passage  to  the  probe.   Tlie  duodenum  was  sound  in  appearance, 
out  was  very  much  dilated  throughout  its  length,  as  if  the 
fibres  had  not  recovered  their  contractility  from  former  over 
distetisions.     On  slitting  it  up  towards  the  stomach,  the  pylorus 
was  seen  much  contracted  in  its  diameter,  its  coats  exceedingly 
thick,  and  of  a  cartilaginous  hardness,  with  firm  inequalities, 
like  glandular  enlargements,  on  its  peritonroal  surface.     The 
spleen  in  structure  and  size  was  healthy;  the  kidneys  .also; 
but  the  right  one  was  higher  up  under  the  liver  than  is  usual. 
The  right  ovarium  was  enlarged,  and  studded  with  hydatids 
of  the  size  of  small  peas,  both  superfidallv  and  in  its  substance. 
The  uterus  was  very  small  for^a  person  who  had  borqe  children. 
I  have  not  Morgagni  at  hand,  and  I  do  not  find  in  Dr. 
Bailiie^s  Morbid  Anatomy  such  a  rituation  of  the  stomach  de* 
scribed.     Its  descent  probably  took  place  at  the  time  the  pa- 
tient complained  of  a  sensation  of  something  having  fallen  to 
the  bottom  of  the  abdomen.     Had  not  the  pylorus  adhered  to 
the  liver,  which  itself  adhered  to  the  diaphragm,  the  stomach 
would  have  taken  a  more  longitudinal  position  from  the  pyloric 
portion,  being  free  from  morbid  attachments,  assuming  a  lower 
situation,  notwithstanding  the  firm  manner  in  which  the  alv 
domen  is  tied  down  by  the  peritonieum.    This  descent  wa$ 
probably  owing  to  the  following  circumstance ;  The  contents 
of  the  stomach  were  constantly  accumulating  without  an  ade- 
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juate  ejtit  through  the  surrounding  pylorus  \  it  became,  there- 
fore, weakened  from  an  over-distendmg  cau^e,  from  the  decay- 
ing powers  of  life,  and  from  e^diausting  ineffisctual  efforts  to 
cjqpel  its  contents;  it  consequently  sunk  under  the  accumttlaft^d 
Iliad.  This  proves  that  the  tonic  powers  of  life  are  capable  rf 
maintaining  pendulous  viscera  in  their  proper  situations  witk 
little  mechamcal  aid. 

The  dissection  satisfactorily  accounts  for  the  symptoms  and 
(be  fatal  nature  of  the  disease. 

King  Street,  St.  James's  Square, 


IV. 

Ca$e  Qfa  IFoiend  ofiht  Bladder^  in  which  an  extraneous  substance 
iodfred  in  it  was  voided  with  the  Urine.  By  John  Heni^en^ 
Deputy-Inspector  of  Hospitals. 

The  sudden  and  unexpected  manner  in  which  my  serviqea 
•were  required  in  the  Netherlands,  in  Uie  early  part  of  lafiit 
spring,  and  the  arduous  duties  in  which  I  havo  since  been  en* 
gaged,  prevented  me  from  preparing  for  publication  the  case  of 
a  wound  of  the  bladder,  of^  wnich  mention  was  made  in  the 
third  volume  of«the  Btj^siU^ry  (p.  257).  Although  it  is  npt 
a  solitary  instance,  yet,  it  may  still  be  worthy  of  i^ttention^ 
^ther  in  itself  or  as  it  may  serve  to  elucidate  the  descrii^tions  of 
si«silar  cases.  .     '  «.  ^  . 

James  Ilowan,  of  the  Ist  battalion  of  the  50th  r?gunBit, 
aged  44,  a  man  of  a  very  robust  oonsUtution,  was  skirmishing 
in  front  of  his  corps,  in  the  Pyrenees,  onihe  25th  of  July  ISlSp 
when  he  received  a  musketJiall,  which  passing  through  tlie 
skirt  9f  his  regimental  jacket,  entered  a  little  above  tli^  jtub- 
erosity  of  the  Im  ischium,  in  a  direction  towards  the  sacrum,' 
and  lod^gjddt  as  was  supposed  at  the  time,  in  die  neighbourhood 
of  that  bone.  The  swelling  of  the  soft  parts  was  so  consider- 
able,  and  the  general  inflammatory  symptoms  ran  so  high,  that 
when  he  was  carried  to  the  Field  Hospital,  it  was  deemed  im- 
proner  to  probe  much  after  the  ball.  He  was,  tber^ore,,  freely 
nlea ;  bis  oowels  were  well  opened ;  and  emollient  apf^catious 
being  applied  to  the  wound,  he  was  then  sent  down  t/^  the 
General  Hospital  at  the  Convent  of  St.  Domingo,  VittQjTia^ 

On  the  subsidence  of  the  inflammatory  symptoms,  ^reral 
attempts  were  made  in  search  of  the  ball ;  but  with  no  pther 
^ect,  thaa  to  convince  tlie  Assistant,  under  whose  charge  he 
was  more  immediately  placed,  that  it  did  not  occupy  tlie  situa« 
tion  ori^nally  imaginea,  but  had  passed  onwards  airectly  into 
the  pelvis, 

•  o2 
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I'he  pftlieiif  8  genenl  bealth  did  not  suffer.    The  wnxoA 
was  floaiedy  more  troublefiome  than  a  oanunon  fleshy  wound ; 
-  and  was  unaUended  with  any  peculiaritv  in  the  appearance,  or 
in  the  diaracter  of  the  d^harge.    In  fthort,  he  was  so  far  re. 
eovered,  in  the  course  of  three  weeks,  that  he  was  sent  down  to 
the  General  Hoepital  at  Bilbao,  in  a  covered  waggon,  along 
with  a  numerous  escort  of  wounded,  a  distance  of  nineteen 
leMnies^    On  his  arrival,  he  complained  of  beins  a  good  deal 
shwen ;  but  the  wound  was  nearly  healed ;  ana  on  the  uMt 
minute  examination,  no  trace  of  any  extraneous  substance  could 
be  discovered  in  it     There  was  every  reason,  however,  to  sup- 
pose, Aat  the  buUet  was  lodged  in  the  neighbourhood  of  toe 
bladder,  for  he  complained  of  a  dull  sensation  in  the  glans 
penis,  and  numbness  and  coldness  of  the  testicles,  attended 
with  great  pain  in  making  water,  and  occasionally  an  inability 
to  retain  it.    There  was,  nevertheless,  neither  stoppage  nor 
tortuosity  of  the  urinary  stream. 

The  wound  was  perfectly  healed  in  th^  first  week  of  De- 
cember>  or  about  ISO  days  from  its  infliction ;  when  he  was 
disdiarged  to  the  omTalescent  depdt,  where  he  remained  for 
six  days;  when  the  uneasy  sensation  of  the  urinary  oreans  arose 
to  actual  pain ;  which  he  attributed  to  his  chan^  of  bed,  and 
not  living  so  comfortably  as  he  did  in  the  hospital.  For  this 
grievance  he  had  recourse  to  a  sol(Uer*s  remedy,  and  drank  as 
copiously  of  country  wine  as  his  finances  wouta  allow.  After 
having  committed  a  debauch  on  the  evening  of  the  eighth  day 
from  his  qui^ng  the  hospital,  he  ¥ras  seizea  with  an  iirefflstable 
denre  to  make  water;  and  aJRter  some  severe  stndninff,  in  which 
he  was  sensiUeof  im  obstruction  about  the  neck  of  tne  bladder, 
which,  for  fully  half  an  hour,  prevented  the  passage  rfa  sin^ 
drop  of  urine,  he  shot  out  g^  the  urethra,  with  a  convulsive 
jerk,  a  substance  coiled  up,  somewhat  in  the  shape  of  a  fraCf- 
ment  of  a  large  bousie,  nine  lines  in  length  and  three  in  breadth, 
the  ejection  of  which  was  followed  by  a  proAise  flow  oif  urine 
passed  without  any  museular  exertion,  and  succeeded  by  instan- 
taneous relief  On  examination  of  the  ejected  substance,  it 
proved  to  be  two  Ints  of  doth,  conasting  of  his  jacket  and  its 
bning,  conespondinff  with  the  siae  of  the  ahotJiole.  The  tex« 
ture  was  unaltered,  out  the  colour  of  the  red  piece  was  much 
laded:  it  had  neither  any  urinous  amdl,  nor  was  any  calciJous 
poncrfetion  observaUe  on  it 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  exanuning  this  man  in  February 
1814.  The  wound  was  perfieetly  cicatrised,  and  no  disocderciv 
the  urinary  organs  was  present:'  but  not  the  sfightest  trace  c( 
the  ball  could  be  discovered  either  by  the  sound,  or  the  finger 
introduced  into  the  anus. 
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Om  Ae  trmtmetU  of  Hooping  Cmtgk.  By  Gsorgb  RoGsiKSt 
Manningtree,  £a8ex.  Member  S[  the  Royal  CoU<^  of  Siu^ 
geons. 

As  the  ultimate  design  of  the  practice  of  medicine  is  to 
endeavour  to  alleviate  the  suiFerinesof  our  fellow-creatures,  we 
ought  upon  all  occasions  to  feel  nimbly  griitified  when  an  op*' 
portunity  presents  itself  of  dbclosm^  to  our  professional  bre^ 
thren  any  advancement  in  the  heahng  art.  The  prevailing 
disposition  of  some  m^n  to  pride  themselves  on  the  possession 
of  what  is  commonly  called  a  nostrum,  which,  if  reauy  benefi* 
cial,  iff  generally  retained  as  a  secret  by  its  discoverer,  and  ad- 
ministered to  a' small  portion  only  of  the  afflicted,  instead  of 
being  indiscriminately  employed  to  the  relief  of  many  thou* 
niwby  is'a  principle  so  repiignant  to  the  fieelings  of  eveir  liberal 
minded  man,  that  it  cannot  but  meet  with  tlmt  condemnation 
which  it  most  truly  deserves. 

We  are  besides  bound  by  the  law  of  humanity  to  pro* 
mulgfite  every  thing  that  we  think  ai^)ears  likely  <*  miseria 
suoeurrere.^  The  remedy  which  I  am  aoout  to  propose  for  that 
convulsive  cou^  which  is  commoilly  called  hooping-cough,  if 
not  perfootly  ori^nal,  will  I  trust  equally  merit  tne  attention  6f 
iHractitioners^  when  they  find  that  long  and  repeated  trials  of  it 
nave  proved  its  efficacy  in  quickly  subduing  one  of  the  sreatett 
enemies  to  huma^  happmett.  I  had  Ions  experienced  the  mor- 
tification of  being  an  eye-witness  to  the  ^stressing  oondition  of 
diildren  labouring  under  this  dreadful  malady,  and  had  long  ' 
seen  it  baffle  the  skill  of  medicine  in  whatever  form  it  was  pre- 
scribed. Temporary  relief,  indeed,  in  some  cases,  was  obtamed 
by  emedcs,  embrocations,  blisters^  and  sometimes  a  change  of 
air;  but  no  permanent  advantage  was  ever' conspicuous  while 
tryins  the  usual  remedies  proposed  for  its  relief. 

I  oad  pai^icularly  noticed  the  weak  and  exhausted  state  of 
childroi,  with  the  exertion  of  this  convulsive  cough,  and  con- 
cluded diat  the  cotnplaint  depended  upon  an  atonic  state  of  the 
stomach  affecUng^the  digestive  proqes%  whence  an  accumulation 
of  viscid  phlegm  was  eeneratea..  Xbia  view  of  the  subject  was 
greatly  stren£;thened  oy  the  opinions  of  the  celebrated  IFo/cA* 
meid  and  DoSmaj  who  nave  both  referred  the  seat  of  this  com- 
J)laint  to  the  stomach ;  although  they  have  not,  I  believe,  spe- 
cified apy  new  mode  of  treatment*. 

With  this  impression  upon  my  mind,  I  determined  to  ad- 
mii^ister  small  doses  of  steel,  taking  care  that  the  contents  of 
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the  stomach  should  be  first  evacuated  by  an  emetic,  and  that 
throughout  the  contixiuance  of  the  Use  of  the  medicme  an  ooca- 
sionai  laxative  should  be  employed,  to.eounteract  that  .disposi* 
tion  to  costiveness/  which  steel,  in  the  form  now  recommeDded, 
is  often  apt  to  produce.  I  prescribed  a  diet  light,  simple,  and 
easy  of  digestion. 

I  have  selected  only  a  few  cases,  to  shew  the  general  mode 
of  proceeding,  not  wishing  to  enumerate  more  of  a  very  long  list 
of  cases,  whidi  would  occupy  an  unnecessary  space^  Tlirec  of 
the  cases  ^ere  certainly  as  nopeless  as  could  pos^bly  have  been 
selected,  and  afford  an  admirable  proof  of  the  inemcacy  of  the 
Accustomed  remedies  for  hoopins-cough,  and  of  the  relief  which 
was  obtained  within  a  few  days  after  the  exhibition  of  the  Vinum 
Ferri. 

Cass  I. 

1 81 2,  Jan.  4th.  —  Geor^  Bobertson,  ctat.  5.— The  pa« 
loxysms  of  the  cough  had  been  loiig  and  freauent  for  8ome 
weeks,  during  which  he  vomited  tough  viscid  pblc^m,  tl)ougli 
with  difficulty;  bowels  costive;  countenance  flushied;  eyes 
dull  and  heavy ;  pulse  130.  I  ordered  an  emetic  to  be  given 
occasionally,  and  a  purge. 

7th.— Cough  eontinues  very  violent,  with  difficulty  of  re* 
spiraticm,  and  an  aggravation  of  all  the  other  sympt<»n8. 

Repetatur  pulvis  liuuuis^  et  post  alvi  solutionem  capiat  Tinetunt 
Digitalis  nt  vi.  sexta  quaque  hora. 

Imponatur  etiam  Emplastruki  Lyttce  sterna. 

6th. — The  difficulty  of  breathing  is  reheved :  pnlse  100: 
the  bow  els  still  continue  costive, 

11th. — The  cough  continues  the  samo;  pulse  90;  great 
prostration  of  strength  ;  bowels  op^n.  The  dose  of  the  lino* 
ture  of  digitalis  was  increased  to  ten  drops. 

Omittatur  Tinctora  Digitalis^  et  repetatur  Emeticus  p.  r.  n. 

14th. — The  paroxysms  of  coughing  are  very  distressing, 
and  the  general  strength  declining, 

K.   Vim  Feiri  Tix  x.  ter  die  sumend. 

17thi — Cough  a  little  better.  The  dose  of  the  Vinum 
Ferri  was  increased  to  twelve  drops. 

20th. — The  cough  is  certainly  better ;  the  pulse  nearly  na* 
tural ;  and  the  strength  somewhat  improved.  There  is  a  little 
inclination  for  food.     The  bowels  are  costive. 

Repetatur  Pulvis  laxans,  et  ocmtinuetur  Vini  Fori  ad  Tit  xv. 
ter  die;  necnon  post  tres  quatuor  dies  ad  nt  xx. 

On  the  24th,  all  the  symptoms  were  better ;  and  within  ^ 
fortnight  the  cough  disappeared^  and  the  child  got  quite  well 
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Cass  II. 

Jan.  10th.-^Septimu8  Robertson,  ffitat  4.— This  cluld  was 
tiearlj  in  the  same  condition  as  his  brother,  and  was  treated 
almost  in  a  ^milar  way,  except  that  he  began  more  early  the 
use  of  the  Vinum  Ferri. 

On  the  14th,  after  an  emetic,  he  was  order^  to  take  it 
every  six  hours  in  doses  of  five  drops;  imd  on  the  18th  the 
dose  was  aiignrented  to  eight  drops. 

21st— The  bowels  are  eostive;  but  the  paroxysms  of 
coughing  are  both  less  severe  and  less  frequent  After  the 
bowels  were  opened,  the  dose  of  the  Vinum  Ferri  was  increased 
to  twelve  drops  three  times  a  day. 

94di.«^Much  better.     Vim  rerri  nt  xij.  ter  die. 

Within  ten  days  afterwards  this  child  was  quite  recovered. 

CaseIIL 

Jan.  SOth.— ^arah  March,  aetat  7,  had  been  many  weeks 
ill  with  the  cough,  but  certainly  not  to  so  great  a  degree  d[ 
violence  as  tlie  two  children  above  mentioned.  There  was,  how- 
«ver,  great  prostration  of  strength ;  and  the  bowels  were  con- 
stipated.    An  emetic  and  a  purgative  were  administered. 

S4th.— In  no  respect  better  with  regard  to  the  cough. 

R.  Vini  Ferri,  Ml  viij.  ter  die. 

28th. — The  cough  is  a  little  relieved ;  and  the  paroxysms 
are  less  frequent. 

R.  Vini  Ferri  3^  xii.  ter  die. 

Slst.— Symptoms  all  better. 

Bc'Vini  Ferri  HI  xv.,  et  post  quatuor  dies  ad  xx..ter  die. 

Feb.  12th. — Convalescent 

Case  IV. 

Jan-  26th. — ^Mary  Soder,  aetat  S. — In  this  patient  the 
cough  had  been  very  bad  foi-  about  three  weeks ;  the  paroxysms 
very  violent ;  and  there  was  great  difficulty  in  bringmg  up  tlie 
phl^m.  TJiere  was  great  debitity  and  much  emaciation.  An 
emetic  was  ordered. 

31.— She  is  materially  worse,  and  not  likely  to  live  long,  if 
we  may  judge  from  present  appearances,  being  a  very  weakly 
child.  • 

R.  Vini  Ferri  itj,  vi.  ter  die,  et  post  sex  dies  m  viij.  ter  die. 

8tlu— -Great  improvement.  She  is  looking  more  lively; 
and  the  intervals  from  coughing  are  longer. 

B.  Vini  Ferri  rri  x.  ad  xij. 

Fost  tres  dies  ad  xv^  ter  die,  si  opus  fuerit 


Ca«x  v. 

Jan.  SOth.-^Susan  Wright,  setat.  5,  had  been  tonnented 
with  the  cough  six  weeks,  which  was  fi^uent  in  its  attacks, 
and  productiTe  of  great  ddbility  and  wasting  of  the  body.  Let 
her  have  an  emetic. 

Feb.  4th.— tn  no  respect  better.    Vini  Ferri  ni  ^iij.  ter  die. 

9.-— The  bowels  bong  costive,  they  were  opened,  and  th^ 
dose  of  the  Vinum  increased  to  twelve  drops. 
13...^yinptomB  all  better.    Yini  Fern  ni  xv. 

21st-— Convalescent. 

Case  VI. 

20th.— John  Reid,  setat.  3«—» The  cough  has  been  very 
violent  for  four  weeks.  He  is  much  wasted  and  extremely 
low.  An  emetic  was  ordered,  and  afterwards  six  drops  of  the 
Vinum  Ferri  to  be  taken  three  tinaes  a  day. 

97th.*~The  cou^  is  miti^ted,  and  the  patient  is  more 
lively.    Vini  Ferri  nt  xij.  ter  die. 

Mardi  6th.-— All  the  symptoms  were  relieved,  and  the 
cough  removed ;  but  in  a  fortnight  afterwards  this  child  re^ 
lapsed..  By  having  recourse  to  the  same  plan  agai%  it  was 
soon  restored  to  health. 

It  w;ll  be  observed,  that  the  above  cases  were  drawn  up 
four  years  ance,  when  hooping-cough  was  very  prevalent  in 
this  neighbourhood.  Being  anxious,  however,  that  I  might 
be  further  confirmed  in  my  opinion 'of  the  remedy  now  pro- 
posed, I  have  waited  till  me  present  winter,  when  hooping- 
cough  again  prevailing  with  us,  I  have  /ound  tliat  the  seme 
moue  of  treatment  has  proved  equally 


VI. 

Pra^kal  Obiervaiwna  on  the  application  of  Adhesive  Plaister^ 
By  Powell  Cuaxles  Blackett,  R.N.  Member  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London. 

Havino  remarked  that  many  operations,  as  w^  as  the 
union  of  siinple  wounds,  haveprovea,  if  not  unsuccessful,  at 
least  troublesome,  by  not  uniting  by  the  first  intention,  and 
have  sometimes  been  followed  by  very  serious  consequences ;  I 
was  led  to  suppose  that  these  results  were  owing  more  to  the  irri* 
tating  qualities  of  the  adhesive  pbuster,  than  any  other  cause, 
either  constitutional*  or  local,  ^very  surgeon,  as  weD  as  my- 
self, must  be  aware,  that  neither  o|>erations  nor  simple  wounds 
require  counter  irritations  *  •»«*  ^*i>g  impressed  wiui  jthi»  idea, 
I  apply  adhesive  strap"  *>huster  in  the  center,  and 

having  the  space,  or  tb  moistened  with  sweet  oil. 
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The  unspread  space  may  be  from  a  quarter  of  an  inch  to  two 
inches  in  length,  acooiding  to  the  ^e  of  the  wounded  parts, 
or  of  the  straps. 

It  b  useless,  here,  to  comment  more  upon  the  subject:  bat 
as  there  are  some  who  may  think  the  observation  trifling,  I 
bapoj  also,  there  are  many  who  n\ay  think  it  worth  their  trouble 
to  try  this  simple  experiment ;  and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt, 
that  they  will  find  it  turn  out  to  their  satisfaction,  as  well  as  to 
the  comfort  of  their  patients. 

45,  South  Street,  Grosvenor  Square. 
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(Xf$ervaiians  on  the  Mortality  of  Infants  in  Paris,     By  JoHK 
Babeow,  Member  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  London. 

In  Mr.  Burrows*  very  interesting  communication  "  On  the 
M(»tality  of  Paris  and  London,^  {vi&RqpositoryyVo\  iv.  p.  441.) 
a  difficulty  seems  to  present  itself,  hpw  to  account  for  a  greater 
number  of  deaths  among  infants  in  London  than  iq  Paris,  accord- 
ing  to  the  relative  population  of  each  city.  Although  I  cannot 
pretend  entirely  to  remove  the  obscurity,  yet  there  is  good 
reason  to  presume  that  it  will  be  much  elucidated  by  the  fact 
I  shall  presently  state,  and  that  it  is  not  owing  to  the  superior 
mode  ot  treating  infants,  or  any  transcendent  tenderness  on  the 
part  of  the  mothers,  that  the  apparent  disparity  is  so  great. 

It  is  the  almost  universal  custom  of  the  Parisians,  except  those 
in  high  life,  to  send  their  children  out  of  town  nearly  as  soon  a§ 
they  are  bom ;  for  no  woman  is  to  be  seen  in  Paris,  as  in  Lon* 
don,  sQckling  her  child ;  and  you  may  walk  the  streets  for  a 
day,  and  scarcely  meet  an  infant  in  arms. 

There  is  an  ofHce  called  Bureau  des  Nourrissesy  which  is  at* 
tended  by  a  multitude  of  wet-nurses ;  and  where  those  who  are 
about  to  become  mothers  apply,  in  order  to  procure  a  nurse  in. 
readiness;  who,  as  soon  as  ner  employer  is  delivered,  and  the 
infant  baptised  (an  almost  immediate  ceremony),  departs  with 
her  charge ;  which,  in  a  multitude  of  instances,  is  not  seen 
asain  for  a  year  by  tlie  parents,  and  often  a  much  longer  period* 
Now,  whatever  mortality  occurs  among  this  immense  number, 
which  I  am  informed  is  sometimes  *great,  it  is  not  of  course  in« 
<^Hiled  -in  4he  Paris  Bills  of  Mortality,  while  the  Imths  are  sure 
to  be  accurately  recorded :  for  the  moment  a  child  is  bom,  no* 
tsce  thereof  must  be  sent  to  the  Prefect  of  Police,  and  the  b«^ 
tism  must  take  place  on  thator  the  following  day,  under  a  liability" 
fe  certain  penalties. 

« 

VOL.  v.*— xo.  28.  »  F         . 
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I  shall  ocmdude  with  hofing,  that  as  soniepiiUic  notioehas 
been  taken  of  the  defects  in  our  bills  of  mortality  ;  and  a»  we 
have  an  excellent,  though  somewhat  arbitrary  system  befiore 
lis,  no  time  will  be  lost  m  remedying  them*. 

Davies  Street,  Berkeley  Square, 

VIII. 

4 

A  Case  of  Pemphigus  Diutinusj  attended  with  unusual  symptoms. 
By  Robert  Stevenson,  Surgeon,  Berwick-upon-Twqed. 

»  _ 

The  peeuliar  circumstances  which  attended  the  progress,  of 

the  following  case  of  Pemphigus  diutinus,  induce  me  to  think 
that  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  readers  of  the  Ke- 
pository: 

7th  of  September  1814.-«Henry  Watson,  aged  sixty-six, 
of  a  thin  spare  habit,  by  trade  a  mason,  and  formerly  adaicted 
to  drinking  ardent  spirits,  has  been  afflicted  for  nearly  twelve 
months  with  an  eruption  of  watery  vesicles  of  various  sizes, 
from  that  of  a  filbert  to  that  of  a  walnut,  on  diflerent  parts  of 
tlie  body,  particularly  near  the  joints.  They  excite  no  pain, 
burst  of  their  own  accord,  and  then  heal  up.  He  is  regular  in 
his  bowels. 

Sumat  Pilulse  Hydrargyri  Submuriatis  gr.  iv.  ter  die;,  superbh- 
l;>endo  Ibss.  Decocti  llad.  Bardanae. 

14th.  Has  had  a  whitloe  at  the  extremity  of  the  fore  fin* 

fer  of  the  right  hand,  which  has  produced  caries  of  the  joint, 
[o  more  bulla?  have  appeared  since  last  report. 

18th.  One  vesicle  has  appeared  upon  ouc  of  the  fingtra. 
The  mouth  is  sore. 

Smnat  PiL  Submur.  Hydr.  gr.  iv.  bis  die^  lex  Doeoct^^ 

25th.  Two  more  vesicles  have  appearedr 

Pergat  in  usu  Medicaminum. 

October  16th.  Several  more  vesicles  have  appeared,  but  not 
so  large  as  the  former. 

Intermit.  Pil.  Submmr.  Hydr.  et  Decoct,  Bardanae;  necnon  sumat 
t%\w.  Cindionse  Cordifol.  Qi.  ter  ^e. 

The  diet  to  be  as  generous  as  he  can  afford. 

November  6th.  No  more  bulle  have  appeared.  He  feels 
himself  stronger  and  better^  in  every  respect. 


*  Dr.  Bmrows  feels  much  obliged  to  Mr.  i>arrow  for  the  infor* 
mation  his  commmiication  affords.  He  will  be  thankful  for  any 
furtlier  remarks  elucidating  the  subject  alluded  to^  from  any  of  the 
jmnierous  Medical  Observers^  who  have  recently  vinited  the  capital 
of  France. 
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13th.  One  bulla  lias  made  its  appearance. 

December  14th.  Several  vesicles  have  risen,  and  he  has 
had  an  exfoliation  of  one  of  tlie  phalanges  of  another  finger>  in 
consequence  of  the  formation  of  a  bulla  upon  it. 

Pergat  in  usu  Cinchons. 

December.  11th.  He  is  much  better  in  health;  but  more 
TcMcles  have  appeared.  He  experiences  much  ease  from  open- 
ing the  vesicles  early  with  a  needle. 

Pergat  in  usu  P.  Cinchonse^  et  adde  dosi  singulo  Acidi  Sulph. 
dilutL)n.xv. 

18th.  Six  more  bullse  have  appeared  on  the  feet,  and  four 
on  the  hands.     Opening  them  early  disposes  them  to  heal. 

•  Utatur  balnea  tepida  bis  Hebdomada>  et  perstat  in  usu  Pulv. 
Cinchome  cum  Add.  Sulph.  dilute. 

21st.  The  bath  produced  verv  great  perspiraUon  ;  but  no 
Tnore  vesicles  have  appeared.  Tneir  eruption  has  been  gene- 
rally preceded  by  a  numbness  of  the  part  on  which  they  ap- 
pear. 

SSth.  The  bath  occasioned  sickness  and  vomiting  the  last 
time. it  was  used;  but  th^e  is  no  appearance  of  any  more 
bulla*. 

January  1st,  1815.  He  has  been  in  the  bath  five  timet 
since  the  commencement  of  its  use ;  and  no  more  vesicles  have 
appeared. 

1 1  th.  Has  had  a  smart  attack  of  synochus  since  last  report, 
which  is  now  subsiding.  No  eruptions  have  occurred  since 
last  report. 

Omit  Medicam.  et  balnea. 

ISth.  The  fever  is  entirely  gone,  but  he  is  extremely  weak. 
One  vesicle  has  appeared  since  last  report ;  but  upon  its  con- 
tents being  discharged  by  puncture,  it  got  well  in  a  day. 

I  Repet.  Pulv.  Cinchonas  cum  Acid.  Sulph.  diluto. 

February  11th.  He  has  had  no  returh  of  the  vesicles. 

April  7tn.  After  continuing  well  for  some  time,  his  com- ' 
]^nts  have  returned ;  with  bulls,  and  carious  bones  of  the 
fingers. 

Recurrat  ad  usum  bain,  tepid,  et  Pulv.  Cinch,  cum  Add.  Sul- 
phur, diluto. 

June  3rd.  No  more  vesications  have  appeared ;  but  most  of 
the  bones  of  the  fingers  have  become  carious.  He  has  taken 
no  medicines,  nor  used  the  bath  for  some  time. 

R  Pulv.  Conii^  3ij. 
Extr.  Cinchonce,  3'- 

Submur.  Hydr.    9i.— M.    Ft.  massa  in  Pilulaaxl* 
divid.        SuBiantor  ii  ter  die. 

p  p  2 
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May  10.  Continues  much  the  same. 
May  17.  His  mouth  is  affected;  but  no  more  veacadons 
have  appeared,  nor  have  the  bones  again  become  carious. 

Minuatur  dosis  ad  Pil.  v.  in  dies. 

July  15.  Continues  better. 
August  25.  Still  continuing  better. 

October  38.  No  more  vesications  having  appeared  for  many 
months,  he  was  discharged  from  further  attendance. 

In  the  detail  of  this  case,  the  reader  will  perceive,  that  its 
chief  novelty  consists  in  the  great  disposition  to  caries,  in  the 
phalanges  of  the  fingers.  This  effect  I  suppose  is  a  very  rare 
occurrence ;  and  I  should  think  not  necessarily  connected  with- 
this  peculiar  disease ;  as  it  is  not  mentioned  either  by  Willan  or 
Bateman ;  or  by  any  of  the  authors  quoted  in  their  valuable 
treatiseiB.  Witn  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  the  medicines  em- 
ployed, the  warm  bath  and  the  cincliona  bark  are  certainly 
those  which  seemed  to  be  of  the  greatest  service. 

Except  wlien  he  was  labouring  under  synochus,  there  was 
never  any  appearance  of  the  evening  exacerbations  of  fever 
mentioned  by  Willan  and  Bateman. 

I  have  seen  the  subject  of  this  case  very  lately ;  and  have 
ascer taioed,  that  be  baa  had  iit>  return  of  the  disease. 


AUTHENTICATED  CASES, 
©BSEBVATIONS,  and  DISSECTIONS, 


X.*^0^  the  Use  of  Acidulated  Purgatioes  in  Cases  of  Lingering 

Labourti, 

It  was  the  practice  of  Mawriceau^  when  attending  lingering 
labours  in  whicn  the  pains  became  sus})ended,  to  exhibit  an  in- 
fusion of  senna  acidulated  with  the  juice  of  a  Seville  orange, 
with  the  view  of  exciun^,  froni  sympathy,  fresh  action  in  uie 
uterus.  That  this  practice  may  sometimes  be  advantageously 
had  recourse  to,  the  following  case  goes  to  prove. 

Thursday,  Feb.  28,  1811,  Mrs.  W.,  the  mother  of  three 
children,  being  ai  the  full  period  of  pregnancy,  was  awakened 
from  her  sleep  about  one  o^cIock  in  the  morning  by  the  breaking 
if  her  waters.  Her  accoucheur  was  called  to  her  about  eleven 
^hdock  A.M.  and- found  that  she  had  frequent,  but  not  strong 
pains;  and  by  an  examination  asoevtamad  tliat  Uie  <jiild'd 
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head  'was  lyiii^  aboYe  .the  superior  aperture  of  the  pelvis.  After 
aiew  hours,  these  pains  became  less  frequent ;  but  in  the  even* 
in^  returned,  and  continued  throughout  the  night  to  recur 
often  with  diuch  apparent  foree ;  notwithstanding  wliich  no 
progress  was  found  to  have  been  made  in  the  labour.  During 
the  moniiing  of  Friday,  March  1st,  the  pains  a^ain  abated,  but 
dicy  were  renewed  aoout  five  o^clock  in  tl)c  afternoon,  and  by 
seven  the  head  of  the  child  had  descended  so  low  into  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis  as  to  give  reason  to  hope  that  three  er  four  more 
hours  would  tenniilate  tlie  labour. 

The  uterine  action  continued  very  regular  till  about  eleven 
o'^clock  Friday  night,  and  then  it  again  became  suspended; 
and  from  this  time  till  six  o^clock  in  the  morning  of  Saturday 
the  3d,  no  alteration  in  the  position  of  the  infant  could  be  ob- 
served. At  six  the  pains  began  to  rally,  and  expectations  were 
entertained  that  now  the  progress  of  the  laboui:  would  be  more 
rapid :  but  again  these  expectations  were  frustrated,  for  in  less 
than  an  hour  the  pains  ceased. 

During  the  progress  of  the  labour  the  patient  had  taken  a . 
dose  of  castor  oil ;  and  two  clysters  were  thrown  up,  with  the 
effect  of  producing  great  discharges  of  wind,  though  but  little 
evacuation  of  feces :  and  tliirty  drops  of  laudanum  had  been 

Siven  during  the  suspension  of  the  pains  on  Friday  morning, 
ut  with  no  advantage ;  on  tlie  contrary  it  had  the  effect  of 
producing  some  delirium. 

The  friends  of  the  patient  becoming  restless  and  uneasy  at 
the  slowness  of  the  labour,  Dr.  ■  was  requested  to  see 
her,  and  visited  her  about  one  o^clock  on  Saturday  afternoon. 
The  patient  was  very  dejected  and  listless ;  her  pains  were  very 
irregular,  and,  when  they  did  occur,  very  slight ;  she  was  hot, 
and  the  tongue  rather  white.  The  os  uten  was  not  fully  di« 
latud,  nor  could  he  be  quite  certain  tliat  he  felt  the  ear  of  the 
child :  the  introduction  of  die  forceps  or  vectis  seemed,  there* 
fore,  hardly  justifiable ;  and  to  use  the  perforator  would  be  to 
sacrifice  tlie  infant.  Dr.  ■  ■  was  likewise  impressed  with 
the  idea,  that  a  free  evacuation  from  the  bowels  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  happiest  eftects;  he  therefore  prescribed, 

R.  Infuss  Sennse  f^iij. 

Succi  Limon.  recent.  f3v.«-M.  Sumat  dimi- 
diam  statim,  et  alteram  psrtem  post  hora3  duas. 

This  was  to  be  followed  hy  a  stimulating  clyster,  if  stools  were 
not  readily  procured ;  ana  Dr.  — — —  promised  to  see  the  pa- 
tient again  by  the  time  the  secoad  dose  nad  been  taken. 

The  first  dose  bad  begun  to  produce  some  griping  puns, 
when  the  time  arrived  finr  taking  the  second ;  and  m  less  than 
hujf  an  iMHir  nftgx  .the  seqoiid  dc^y  a  stroi^  urgency  to  have  a 
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motion  was  produced ;  and  while  the  patient  was  on  the  night 
table,  a  very  powerful  pain  was  excited,  which  at  mce  term^ 
nated  the  labour. 

The  mother^s  bowels  continued  relaxed  for  a  few  hours,  but 
she  0oon  recovered,  and  was  enabled  to  buckle  her  infant. 

The  method  here  recommended  will  doubtless  often  fail  in 
cases  of  suspended  labour-pains,  and  may  even  be  injurious  if 
employed  under  unfavourable  circumstances,  particularly  if  the 
strength  of  the  woman  be  materially  dhninisned.  But  where 
there  is  simply  a  suspension  of  pains  in  a  well-formed  pelvis, 
where  there  exists  a  state  of  habitual  costiveness,  or  where 
fever  or  inflammation  is  commencing,  this  plan  will  often  be 
beneficial.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  formula  recommended  by 
Maurkeau  is  preferable  to  any  other  active  purge ;  but  it  is  not 
an  unpleasant  remedy,  and  perhaps  the  acia  may  possess  some 
virtues  not  immediately  apparent. 

* 
XI.— Cfltfe  ofExtemivc  Infammation  and  Adheai<m  of  Parts. 

Os  the  examination  of  the  corpse  of  — — ,  Esq.  the  fol- 
lowinff  appearances  were  observed : 

The  uody  was  much  emaciated.  The  sternum  being  carer 
fully  raised,  the  appearance  of  the  contents  of  the  thortix  waa 
that  of  a  nearly  iniiform  solid  mass,  in  \ihich  there  was  no  sub- 
sidencd  To  examine  the  heart,  which  from  the  beginning  of 
this  gentleman^s  illness  was  supposed  to  be  the  principal  seat  of 
disease,  I  endeavoured  to  open,  separately,  the  pericardium ; 
but  this  membrane  was  found  to  be  inseparably  and  universally 
adherent  to  the  heart,  except  a  small  portipn  of  its  apex,  which 
was  filled  with  yellow  pus.  The  lungs  were  uniformly  adlierent 
to  the  ribs,  ancl  at  no  point  could  they  be  separated  wiUiout 
tearing.  The  abdomen  was  very  cautiously  opened,  and  the 
same  appearance  of  universal  adhesion  amongst  all  its  viscera 
was  preserved.  This  slate  had  evidently  been  of  long  duration, 
lor  ttie  parts  were  inseparable.  It  did  not  contain  any  fluid, 
except  about  a  spoonful  or  two  of  a  greenish  serum.  A  very 
small  portion  of  the  smaller  intestines  was  seen  in  a  sound  state ; 
but  even  this  could  not  be  traced  one  inch  without  a  tedious 
and  useless  dissection..  An  incision  into  the  substance  of  the 
liver  did  not  present  any  thing  worthy  of  remark, 

OBSERVATIOKS. 

From  a  review  of  the  above  circumstances,  there  is  no  reason 
to  douBt  that  this  fatal  disease  originated  in  theiieart  and  peri-, 
cardium.  And'it  seems  probable  that  thence  was  diffused  that 
slow  inflammation  of  alt  the  neighbouring  parts  which  pro- 
duced the  effects  before  mentioBea;  for  acuU  infiaromation  ef 
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the  contents  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  must  have  caused  death 
ling  before  such  extensive  adhesion  could  have  taken  place. 

The  communication  made  by  the  physician  to  the  friends 
of  the  patient,  throws  some  light  on  tne  symptoms  of  the  dis- 
ease,  and  the  means  which  were  adopted  for  its  relief.     Dc 

■■  cdnceWes  that  the  above  statement  made  by  Mr. 

jnust  necessarily  afford  much  satisfaction  to  the  relatives  of  the 
deceased,  from  the  consideration  that  the  appearances  described 
so  exactly  correspond  with  the  opinions  wnich  h^  been  given 
him  of  tlie  nature  of  the  complaint ;  as  well  as  witn  the  various 
measures  to  which  recourse  was  had  for  relief. 

It  was  always  Dr.  ■  ■  *  object,  in  the  private  interviews 
which  he  had  with  Mr.  — — ^s  uncle,  to  impress  upon  him  the 
distinction  between  such  general  indisposition  as  might  admit  of 
cure,  and  those  truly  formidable  cases  of  local  disease  in  which 
any  remedy  could  only  be  expected  to  alleviate  some  of  tlie  move 
distressing  symptoms. 

Almost  from  the  commencement  of  this  young  gentlematfs 
illness,  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  the  feeling  of  anxiety  in  the 
chest,    and  more  particularly  the  palpitation  and  inordinate 

Siickness  and  irregularity  of  the  pufee,  led  to  a  conviction,  that 
e  heart  had  itself  become  the  subject  of  disease;  as  did  tha 
^subsequent  symptoms,  that  this  had  extended  to  the  liver  and 
the  otner  viscera  of  the  abdomen,  of  which  the  dropsical  accu« 
mulation  was  the  result. 

In  the  begmning,  when  the  ur^ncy  of  cough,  the  quickness 
of  pulse,  anaincreascd  heat  of  skin  indicated  an  inflammatory 
affection  of  the  chest,  the  means  employed  were  such  a.s  were 
deemed  most  likely  ttybe  effectual  in  counteractincr  that  state: 
and  particular  endeavours  were  made  to  obviate  the  return  of 
those  repeated  attacks  of  rigor  by  which  he  subsequently  suf* 
fered  so  much. 

The  introduction  of  the  seton  and  other  local  measures  afl» 
terwards  recommended,  had  direct  reference  to  the  affl*clion  of 
the  heart,  upon  which  organ  the  burthen  of  the  complaint 
teemed  more  especially  to  have  fallen ;  while  the  extension  of 
the  disease  to  the  viscera  of  the  abdomen,  made  it  necessary 
that  the  treatment  at  -the  more  advanced  period  should  be 
adapted  to  that  diange  of  circumstances. 


XII.— >?maff  Pox  after  Vaccination, 

A  CASB  of  smalUpox  subsequent  to  vaccination  occurred  In 
a  young  lady  nine  years  of  age,  who  was  vaccinated  in  Batavia ; 
and,  as  far  as  could  be  judged  from  the  cicatrixes  on  tiie  arms. 
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as  well  as  from  tb^  account  of  her  mother,  in  a  fBttmer  qmte 
satisfactory.  She  caught  the  smail^x,  howevar,  from  her  aunt, 
who  had  the  disease  in  the  natural  way.  The  eniptire  fever  was 
exceedingly  violent ;  and  the  eruption,  thou^  distinct,  veiy 
considerable.  The  pustules  did  not  increase  in  size  after  the 
fourth  day  of  their  appearance,  and  a  few  only  arrived  at  ma- 
turation ;  for  on  the  nith  day  they  began  to  dry  off,  and  on 
the  eighth  the  child  seemed  perfectly  recovered.'  This  case  is 
one  ot  the  many  which  have  occurred,  where  vaocinatian  has 
not  afforded  a  complete  security  against  small-pox,  but  has  so 
far  influeniced  the  constitution  as  to  render  that  disease  shorter 
in  duration  and  less  violent  in  its  effects. 


XIII.— C(Mf  of  a  SchifTom  Pylorus^  uith  the  appearwux% 
of  the  viscera  on  the  examination  of  the  Body  2^^^  mortem. 

J.  G  y  Es^.  had  resided  for  nearly  thirty  years  in  the 
West  Indies,  dunng  the  greater  part  of  which  ne  had  been 
afflicted  with  gout.  This  disease  continued  to  increase  botli 
in  severity  and  in  the  frequency  of  its  attacks  after  his  return  to 
England ;  but  he  rarely  consulted  any  medical  practitioner, being 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  a  solution  of  guiaicum  in  rum,  which  he 
regarded  as  a  specific  for  gout ;  and  the  local  application  of 
cold  water.  About  six  months,  however,  before  his  death,  hi» 
bowels  became  extremely  confined  and  irr^ular,  which  obliged 
him  to  apply  occasionally  for  medical  assistance:  andasbyde^ree^ 
sickness  also  supervened  after  dinner,  becoming  at  length  the 
constant  attendant  of  every  meal,  he  confuted,  at  the  solicir 
tation  of  his  family,  to  oonsult  the  reporter. 

As  he  did  not  complain  of  any  acute  pain,  the  vomiting  waa 
supposed  to  result  from  an  irrita{)Ie  stomach,  depending  on  the 
gouty  diathesis ;  and  to  remove  it,  a  bUster  was  applied  on  the 
scrobiculus  cordis,  and  warm  purgatives  combined  with  ex«* 
|ractum  conii  were  ordered.    No  benefit,  however,  resulted^ 
and  the  extract  was  soon  changed  for  the  tincture  of  c^ium, 
'without  any  better  effect.    AU  the  symptoms  now  began  ta 
wear  a  more  formidable  appearance.     The  bowels  became  alto- 
getlicr  locked  up,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  discontinue 
the  opium ;  ana  to  adopt  solely  the  purgative  plan.     The  pa- 
tient, at  this  period,  for  the  first  time  compliuned  of  pain  in  the 
left  hypoc'hondrium ;  and  bavins  stated  that  his  feelings  led 
him  to  suppose  nothuig  passed  from  the  stomach  into  the 
bowels,  a  careful  examination  was  instituted,  the  result  of  which 
was  a  confirmed  opinion  in  the  mind  of  the  reporter,  that  the  . 
diRcase  was  schirrous  pylorus,  with  complete  obiiteration  of  the 
pyloric  orifice  oS  the  stomach. 


>•.  .• 
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From  tills  time,  which  Was  about  two  months  prior  to  his 
death,  be  was  successively  seen  by  Doctors  Ainslie,  Baillie,  Sir 
Henry. Halford,  and  Dr«  Saunders;  by  whom  purgatives  of 
various  kinds,  the  mercurial  pill,  frictions  with  mercurial  oinU 
ment,  sedatives,  and  steel  were  tried  without  the  smallest  benefit. 
The  pain  did  not  increase ;  but  the  vomiting  became  more  and 
more  frequent,  and  the  matter  ejected  epradually  assumed  a 
dark  grumous  appearance  evidently  from  broken-down  blood ; 
and  exhaled  that  peculiar  odour,  which  most  practitioners  must 
have  observed  to  be  characteristic  of  schirrus  of  the  stomach, 
although  it  docs  not  admit  of  being  described.  The  fatal  event 
at  length  took  place;  but  it  appeared  to  be  more  the  effect  of  in- 
anition than  oi  the  disease* 

Dl3B£CTtOK. 

On  Opening  the  abdomen,  the  omentum  appeared  very  much 
shrunk,  and  tliickened  to  an  inordinate  dfegree.  The  intes- 
tines were  generally  and  relatively  in  their  natural  situations, 
but  of  a  very  dark  colour ;  and  the  mesentery^  instead  of  the 
diaphanous  web  and  beautiful  texture  of  vessels  and  glands 
which  it  displays  in  a  healthy  state,  appeared  like  a  congeries 
of  solid  cakes,  onacjue,  and  composed  of  a  substance  something 
resembling  fat,  but  cuttipg.Iike  cartilage. 

The  stomach  bore  evident  marks  of  previous  inflammation  at 
its  lower  part,  towards  the  left  side,  and  was  there  rent  with  the 
greatest  eanc ;  but  it  was  not  ulcerated.  Towards  the  pylorus^ 
the  coats  of  tiie  stomach  a})peared  gradually  thickened,  and  at 
the  pylorus  were  a  full  inch  in  thickness,  the  texture  resem- 
bling that  of  cai'tilage,  but  with  the  consistence  nearly  of  bone : 
the  orifice  was  almost  obliterated,  so  as  scarcely  to  admit  a  crow 
quill  to  pass  through  it.  Along  the  course  of  the  intestines 
Were  vanous  appei^ances  of  disease;  but  especially  in  the 
co/on,  which  was  very  much  constricted ;  and  in  the  descending 
portion,  the  mucous  membrane  was  ulcerated  in  two  places.    , 

The  liver  was  perfectly  healthy ;  but  the  gall^ducts  werfe 
obstructed  by  the  pres.sure  of  the  indurated  pylorus;  and 
about  twenty  gall-stones  were  found  in  the  gall-bladder,  one  of 
the  largest  of  which  was  impacted  in  the  cystic  duct,  so  that 
the  bile  could  not  have  passed  from  the  gall-bladder  for  a  great 
length  of  time ;  and  hence  a  f^eparation  of  its  components  had 
taken  place.  The  gall-stones,  when  chemically  examined,  were 
Ibund  to  consist  chiefly  of  that  substance  which  has  been  named 
aclijjocere. 

The  spleen  was  very  much  shrunk,  and  'of  a  bright  green 
colour.  It  contained  very  little  blood ;  and  u  was  conjectured 
that  ff  considerable  portion  of  the  grumous  matter,  wnich  was 
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vocnited  in  the  Utter  period  of  the  disease,  was  fiirnishcdby 
thiftxwis,  by  a  retv(^(ade  action  of  the  vessels. 

The  poMcrau  wia.niuch  indurated ;  and  apparently  toea-t 
pable  of  fumiahing  «ny  healthy  fluid  Ibr'  the  usual  timcdotis 
of  the  viscus. 

The  iMMga  wete  perfeetly  sound*  The  keari  was  remark- 
ably small,  but  in  the  moatliealthy  slate. 

TVom  taking  a  general  view  of  the  morbid  ropearmoes 
that  presented  themselves,  it  is  pfobabie  tliat  tliis  di^ase  com- 
menced many  j^ears  prior  to  the  jseriod  at  which  the  sym{itoiiift 
were  such  as  to  attract  tlie  attention  of  the  patient  or  hb  br 
niilj.  ^  Gout,  undoubtedly,  may  have  had  a  very  Gon^demblc 
sluurc  in  the  producdon  d  them ;  and  the  hij^ly  seaaooed  food 
in  which  Mr.  G.  was  in  the  habit  of  indulging,  must  also  have 
contributed  in  a  very  considerable  degree.  It  was  a  consola^* 
lion  to  the  friends  of  die  patient  to  ne  assured,  that  had  the 
actual  state  of  the  viscera  ueen  known,  nothing  oould  hav^ 
been  done  towajtls  curing  the  disease;  and  thei:w)re  the  fiital 
termination  of  the  conifuLaint  was  die  only  one  which  couU 
bAv0  been  eventually  contemplated. 
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(Continued from  p»  926,)  ^ 

17«  Ob^ervaiiotts  ou  the  AfediterroMean  Fever  ;  by  Alexander 
Denmark,  MJ). 

The  author  of  this  Paper  avows  himself  to  be  one  of  A» 
supporters  of  drpletionr  in  the  class  ot  diseases  of  which  it  treats, 
lie  rejects  the  iaea  of  fixing  upon  some  particular  oigan  as  the 
more  uiimediate  seat  of  disease  in  general  fever ;  imd  r»g;aids 
the  fact  as  undeniable,  that  all  the  vLscera  ^*  have  been  mmd, 
idt  different  times,  to  be  individually,  and  sometim^  ixdlecdvdy 
ofTected  in  the  very  same  fever.^ 

A/Table  is  given  of  the  number  of  patients  adn^^fed  into 
the  Naval  Hoq>ital  at  Port  Mahon,  between  the  tst  of  April 
and  the  8(h  of  July  1814,  from  wliich  it  appears,  that  524 
ts  ere  cases  of  fever ;  and  of  these,  one  only  in  eighteen  died. 
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» 

Thepati»t8  were  chkfiy  Ei^fiali  jmoocrs  retafmiig  from 
France;  and  the  lever  was  the  comuHii^  endemic  isf  the  MeiB- 
teiTUiei4K.    IC  appealed  to  be  eonti^udy  at  kast  among  the 

In  the  treatmeni  of  the  disease,  irhen  tbe  patient  iras 
farou^t  early  enough  to  the  hospital,  vewutttum  was  employed 
sm  soon  after  tbe  rigor,  as  ^  re-action  bad  clearly  manifested 
itself,^  by  the  returning  ^ow  of  the  skin,  tbe  fillii^  of  the 
shrank  features,  and  the  firm,  ^  though  oppressed,  beat  of 
fhe  pulse ;  and  our  author  observes,  that  the  earUer  abstraction 
of  blood  seemed  to  be  injurious ;  and  he  fears  this  circumstance 
has  been  over-looked,  ^^  in  the  recent  rage  for  phlebotomy 7* 
After  tlie  yellow  suffusion  also  supervenes^  akhourii  the  other 
symptoms'  may  demand  it,  ^^  venaesection,^  he  observes,  *^  I 
lielieve,  will  not  be  borne  with  impunity.^  £[e  is  of  opimon, 
that  no  advantage  whatever  is  derived  from  opening  the  tern* 
poral  artery ;  the  benefit  of  the  abstraction  of  blood  being  tlie 
same,  finon  whatever  vessel  it  be  taken,  ^^  provided  it  be  taken 
in  the  same  quantity,  and  in  the  same  time. 

Nest  to  vemesection,  the  most  important  remedy  in  this 
lever,  in  our  authoir^s  opinion,  Wtalomtl ;  whether  exhibited  as 
a  cadiartic,  or  with  the  view  of  producing  salivation.  The 
former  efiect  was  the  usual  consequence  wlien  antimonial  pow- 
der was  combined  with  the  calomel;  and  this  combination, 
iMead  of  indueiog  nausea,  always  relieved  it,  by  ^*  emtilgihg 
the  biliary  ducts,  and  procuring  copious  bilious  stools.^  '\Vben 
the  specihc  action  of  the  mercurial  was  required,  it  was  given 
in  scruple-doses  twice  a  day ;  but  this  was  seldom  induced 
until  the  excitement  had  been  lowered  by  bkjod4etting.  '*  I 
do  not,^  says  Dr.  Denmark,  *^  recollect  any  deaths  at\er  the 
specific  aotaoQ  of  the  mercury  shewed  itself. 

Other  i^rgnltt^s,  besides  calomel,  were  essentially  useful. 
The  cM  affuBion^  or  ablution,  ^^  often  produced  the' happiest 
efieeta ;  as,  in  the  latter  stages,  flid  the  tepid  or  wann  oath.'^ 
BUUerMf  when  local  affecticms  supervened,  were  advantageously 
empbyed. 

When  vomiting  was  not  present,  the  antimonial  powder, 
cither  combined  with  calomel  or  given  alcme,  produced  ncme  of 
the  bad  effi^ts  which  have  been  ascribed  to  it  in  tliis  fever  by 
several  authors.  But  vomiting,  as  a  symptom  of  extreme 
iUony  of  tbe  stomach,  was  a  most  distressing  occurrence,  and 
often  proved  fatal.  The  ejected  matter  was  ^'  more  eonunonly 
dear,  or  di^ed  with  bile,^  or  slimy  or  ropy,  similar  to  what  is 
thrown  up  in  pyrosis,  than  grumous;  and  m  the  state  of  debility 
attending  this  vomiting,  it  was  impossible  to  rouse  the  syr^tem 
by  stimiui  taken  into  tne  stomach ;  although  external  appUw^*- 
tions,  as  opium  plasters  *<and  blisters  to  the  praKx)rdia,* 
Were  occasJonally  useful 
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.  '' But  ofallKmedies,  the  warm  bath  seemed  to  be  most  luefiil.  U 
communicated,  through  the  medium  of  the  sorface,  energy  to  the 
senaorium,  and  thenqe  to  the  vasouhur  syatem ;  aiid  by  sympathy  to 
the  stomach.  It  enabled  this  Tiacua  to  retain  amalL  quantities  of 
Ifquid  nutriment,  combined  with  light  cordials ;  which,  in  some, 
cases,  were  given  while  the  patient  lay  in  the  baUi.  Th^  d^flity 
of  the  stomach  seemed  conspicuously  to  sympathize  with  the  torpid 
akin.  The  stimulus  of  heat  to  tlie  latter,  jcaused  an  almost  instan« 
taneous  cessation  of  irritability  in  the  farmer." — ^p.  311. 

One  observation  regarding  the  state  of  debility  here  re- 
ferred to,  is  extremely  important,  and  pointR  out  the  4iecei»sity 
of  judicious  discrimination  in  tlie  employment  even  of  the  best 
remedies. 

''  I  have  observed  this  state  to  follow  evacuations,  especially  by  - 
the  lancet,  when  made  too  late ;  and  it  seemed  to  me  rather  to  origi- 
nate from  this  cause,  than  to  be  the  result  of-  exhaustion  fruoi  the. 
reaction  of  disease." — ^p.  312. 

In  the  dissections  made  by  our  author,  of  patients  who 
died  of  this  fever,  the  abdominal  viscera  alone  were  exaiviutd ; 
and  in  all  the  icteric  suffusion  had  taken  place.  The  diief  cir- 
cumstances observed,  indicated  ^'  an  im{ieded,  if  not  obstrtictcd 
circulation  in  the  ramiiications  of  the  vena  purtm ;  and  conse« 
quently  defective  biliary  secretion,'* 

With  regard  to  the  nature  and  causes  of  the  Mcditerrancfln 
Fever,  Dr.  Denmark  considers  it  to  be  merely  the  syoochus  of' 
this  country,  modified  by  climate,  and  pj*ocecding  rather  '<  ftoas 
the  more  palpable  sources  of  faUgUe,  intemperance,  (especially 
in  drinking,)  and  vicissitudes  of  heat  and  cold,  tliaii  from 
either  miasma  or  contagion.^ 

9.  Further  Oh$€rtmiions  on  the  Ulceration  of  (he  CarttlagcM' 
of  Joints;  by  B.  C.  Brodie,  Esq.  F.R.S.,  &c. 

This  paper,  as  its  title  implies,  is  the  continuation  of  a' 
series  of  observations  on  diseases  of  the  joints,  which  hnvc 
fallen  under  the  notice  of  its  insenious  author.  It  is  divided 
into  two  parts ;  the  first  of  which  treats  of  the  symptoms  at- ' 
tending  ulceration  of  the  articular  cartilages ;  the  second,  of 
the  method  of  treatment  to  be  pursued  for  the  relief  of  thi« ' 
state  of  disease. 

^  This  species  of  ulceration  occurs  "principally  in  children* 
or  in  adults,  under  the  middle  age.**    It  is  generally  confined  to ' 
a  single  joint^  but  sometimes  two  or  three  are  affected,  eitlier ' 
at  the  same  time  or  in  succession.     The  cause  of  the  disease 
can  seldom  be  accurately  assi^ed.    When  the  hip  is  the  joint 
affected,  it  is  often  mistaken  lc>r  rheumatism  ;  the  pains  being' 
frequently  referred  to  various  parts  of  the  limb :   to  the  knei?, 
for  example,  the  outside  of  tlic  leg,  the  ankle,  and  even  a 
pufiy  sweUing  of  the  koee^  sometimes  occurs.    Ih  the  ad- 
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vaaced  stage  of  the  disease,  the  pain  is  so  much  increased  sa  (o 
prevent  sleep,  and  can  only  be  relieved  by  position ;  but  in  this  * 
case  it  becomes  more  fixed,  and  is  mucn  **  aggravated  by 
niotion  of  the  hip."*^  After  some  time,  the  nates  of  the  affected 
hide  waste,  become  less  prominent,  arc  soft  and  fiaccid  to  the 
touch,  **  and  hang  more  loosely  towards  the  lower  edge.'*  The 
shortening  of  the  umb  is  thus  explained  : 

"  1.  In  the  most  advanced  stage^  when  the  head  of  the  femur 
and  the  bony  margin  of  the  acetabulum  have  been  extensively 
destroyed,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  action  of  the  glutsi 
muscles  from  drawing  the  head  of  the  femur  upward3,  and  in  con- 
sequence the  limb  is  shortened^  as  where  the  neck  of  the  femur  has 
been  fractured.  2,  In  some  cases  the  joint  being  filled  witli  coa- 
gulable  lymph^  while  there  is  no  considerable  destruction  of  the 
bones^  the. head  of  the  femur  is  pushed  outwards/  till  it  is  beyond 
(lie  margin  6£  the  acetabulum,  wnen  'the  muscles  pull  it  upwards, 
and  occasion  a  dislocation  upwards  and  outwards.  The  limb  is 
here  shortened,  the  thiffh  is  bent  forwards^  and  the  toes  are  bent 
inwards,  as  where  the  dislocation  in  the  same  direction  takes  place 
frum  any  dther  cause." — ^p.  323. 

Tbe  limb  also  sometimes  appears  elongated  ;  but  this  is  a 
deception  produced  by  the  position  of  the  pelvis  being  altered, 
"  so  that  It  no  longer  makes  a  right  angle  with  the  some ;  and 
the  crista  of  the  ilium  is  visibly  depressed  below  tnat  of  the 
opposite  side.^  This  state  furnishes  no  gnmnd  of  alarm  as  to 
the  result  rfthe  case;  but  the  real  shortening  indicates  abscess 
**  with  all  its  train  of  bad  oonseouehces  under  which  adults 
almost  invariably  sink,  although  ciiildren  occasiondly  recover 
with  an  anchylosis  of  die  joint.*" 

When  the  knee  is  the  actual  scat  of  the  disease,  the  pain 
which  is  usually  referred  "  to  the  inside  of  the  head  of  the  tibia,^ 
is  much  increased  by  motion ;  but  it  is  slight  in  the  commence, 
ment,  and  unattended  by  swelling,  circumstances  which  dis- 
tinguish this  affection  from  inflammation  of  the  synovial  mem- 
brane, and  other  diseases  to  which  this  joint  is  liable.  When 
swelling  ultimately  occurs,  it  may  proceed  either  from  an  increase 
of  synovia,  or  from  pus. 

''  As  the  ulcefration  of  the  cartilages  is  sometimes  followed  by 
dislocation  of  the  hip,  so  we  find  that  dislocation  occasionally  takes 
place  fVom  the  same  cause  in  the  knee.  When  there  has  been  con- 
siderable destruction  of  the  soffc  parts  from  abscesses  and  ulceration, 
the  head  of  the  tibia  is  gradually  drawn  backwards  by  the  action  of 
the  flexor  muscles,  and  lodged  in  the  ham.  The  condyles  of  the 
femur  make  an  unusual  projection,  and  the  articulating  surfaces  of  the 
bones  are  partially  or  entirely  separated  firom  each  other." — ^p.  330. 

This  ulceration,  in  whate^-cr  joint  it  takes  place,  is  generally, 
tedious  in  its  progress;  but  varied  in  respect  to  time  in  different 
cases. 
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In  tbe  treatment  of  tbis  affection,  the  irst  object  is  "  the 
t:eeping  tbe  fimb  in  a  state  of  perfect  unietude.'^  The  benefit 
to  be  expected  from  the  applicatron  of  issues^  whicli  have  been 
so  mucn  reeommended,  depend?,  as  our  author  ^udioGusIjp 
remarks^  on  tbe  particular  state  orfhe  case. 

**  I  have  eroployed,'^  says  be>  **  caustic  issues,  sxii  seen  tiicia  . 
employed  in  a  great  number  and  variety  of  instances,  and  have 
ibwid  them  to  be  osoaHy  productive  of  singnkr  benefit  lehere 
vloefBtioD  of  Ilia  cartrkffes  occurs  as  a  primary  disease^  but  of  little 
mr  no  service  m  any  of  tbe  otbef  morbid  jmections  to  which  the 
joints  are  liable.  Setotis  and  blisters  kept  open  by  means  of  the 
savine  cerate  appear  to  operate  nearT}^  in  cne  sarn^  manner  as  caustic 
Sssuei^  and  may  be  used  widt  advantage  in  die  same  description  of 
caaes.*— p»  SSS. 

Bleeding  he  has  not  found  to  be  of  much  n^;  but  ^  in 
the  early  sta^e  the  warm  bath  is  of  service^  in  rdUeving  tli* 
symptoms.  Gum  ammoniaeuhi  plasters,  embrocaiicma,  andlini-* 
ments  are  inefficacious, ,  and  frictions  ^^  invariably  injurioiis^^ 

When  the  cartilages  of  the  liip  arc  ulceratedy  our  author 
chiefly  confides  in  rest ;  and  if  tlic  disease  be  advanced,  snp-* 
porting  the  limb  in  that  position  wliich  will  most  iavour  the 
production  of  ancIiyloMs ;  with  tbe  ai^Ucation  of  blisters  ii> 
the  early  stag^,  and  causi^ics  in  the  more  advanced.  Hhe  best 
place  for  applving  caustics,  \^  behind  tlie  great  trochanler  of 
the  femur.  The  good  derived  from  tliem  ^  does  not  seens  tf» 
be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  di  pus  discharged  fromk^ 
snrface^^  but  from  the  external  irritation  ;  hence  Mr.  Brodie 
recommends  the  issue  to  be  kept  open  rather  by .  touching  il 
occasionally  with  caustic  potass,  or  sulphate  uf  copper,  twice  or 
tbrice  a  week,  tlian  by  beaob.  But  although  the  caustic  reli^ve^ 
the  pain^  yet  the  effect  is  not  q^eedy ;  he  was  therefore  induced 
to  try  the  effect  of  a  scton  *^ over  the  tiunk  oi'  the  anterior 
crural  nervie  ;^  and  the  result  more  than  reali/x^d  the  hopes  he 
had  entertained  of  its  success.  Several  aises  are  given  to 
illustrate  this  fact,  the  first  of  which  we  subjoin : 

*'  November,  1808.  Martha  Atkinson^  f  5  years  of  age,  laboured 
under  symptoms*  of  ulceration  of  the  cartilages  of  the  hip.  9ie 
had  pain  in  the  hip  and  knee,  but  that  in  me  hip  was  me  most 
severe  of  the  twa  Her  sufferings  were  such,  that  she  could  scareclge 
venture  to  make  the  shghtest  alteration  in  her  position  during  the 
day,  and  she  could  procure  scarcely  anv  rest  at  night* 

"  November,  20.    A  seton  was  made  in  the  groin. 

**  November,  22.  Tlie  pain  in  the  hip  was  ahnost  completdLj 
rdieved,  and  from  this  time  she  mended  rapidly."— p.  S89. 

In  making  this  seton^  a  cur\ed  needle  should  be  used  ;'.  and 
the  seton  may  be  introduced  ^'  obliquely  on  the  anterior  part 
of  the  joint,  including  from  one  inch  and  a  half  to  two  incliea^ 
of  integuments.'* 
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.  In  this  stage. of  the  disease,  die  Rnmc  treatment  k  a|i|ficA- 
Ue,  wjaatever  may  be  the  joint  in  which  it  is  Mtuated. 

When  abscess  forms,  although  children  recover,  yet  adults 
seldom  do. well.  If  a  puncture  be adviseable,  thelbllomnj^ 
toode  of  makins:  it  is  recommended: 

^  An  <nieniii^  being  made  with  an  abscess  laneet,  tiie  limb  taaf 
^  wrapped  up  in  a  flannel  wrung  out  of  hot  water,  and  this  fomeD- 
tatnm  may  be  continued  as  long  as  tlie  matter  continues  to  flow  of 
lt8dl£  Ib  general  when  a  certain  cpxantity  has  escaped,  the  *dis» 
charge  ceases,  the  orifiee  heals,  and  the  puncture  may  then  be 
mpeated  some  time  afterwards;  but  wheie  the  punCtane  has  not 
bam  closed^  I  have  not  found  ai^  ill  consequenees  to  arise  Ibamita 
remaining  open-^-^p.  $4£. 

These  observations  are  illustrated  by  fourteen  weH-^deeted 
eases.  Three  are  Instances  cf  inflammation  of  the  synovial 
nsmxibrane ;  three,  of  cases  in  which  that  membrane  bad  under- 
gone a  morbid  alteration  of  structure;  and  the  remainder^  ex- 
ampiet  of  uleeralioii  of  the  ardcular  cartilages.  We  entract 
the  veventli,  as  tlic  dissection  confiruis  tlie  pauiological  view  of 
die  disease  adopted  by  our  author. 

**  John  Calnack,  4^  years  of  age,  was  admitted  into  St.  Cieai;ge*a 
Hospital  on  the  29th  of  September,  iSlS,  with  pains  in  the  lower 
limb  of  the  right  side,  extending  ftx>m  the  liip  to  the  knee,  and 
rsjiembling  the  pains  of  rheamaaisa.  He  -attnbuted  these  pains  to 
his  having  caught  cold  about  a  month  befme  his  admission«  He 
laboured  also  auder  a  eoniplaint  of  his  bowel%  of  which  he  died  on 
the  4th  ot  December. 

*'  On  dissiectian,  no  preternatural  appearances  were  d&acon^vefip 
except  in  the  r^t  hip.  The  ca|)sular  Iis;ament  and  i^movial  mem- 
brane were  in  a  natural  state.  The  cartilages  covering  the  head  of 
the  femur,  and  lining  the  bottom  of  the  acetabulum,  wen^  d^troyed 
by  ulceration  for  f^>out  one-half  of  their  extent,  and  wherever  the 
eartikgewas  destroyed  an  ulcerated  surface  of  bone  was  exposed. 
The  round  ligament  was  readily  tern,  in  consequence  of  uloetatfion 
having  exte^'d'  to  it  at  the  part  where  it  was  inserted  into  the 
aoeCabuluou  The  bones  possessed  their  natural  texture  and  hanli- 
oess.  There  was  no  pus  in  the  joint.  It  was  observed  that  Che 
ulcerated  surface  of  the  acetabulum  coire^nded  to  that  orthehead 
of  the  femur,  these  sur&ces  being  exactly  in  contact  in  the  positiou 
in  which  the  patient  had  remained  since  his  admission  into  the 
ho^^itaL"— p.  SGfk 

Upon  the  whole,  this  communication,  although  many  of 
the  remarlcs  are  not  new,  is  well  calculated  to  support  the  high 
charaeter  Mr.  Brodie  has  justly  acquired  as  a  practical  sur- 
geon and  piiilosophieal  anatomist. 

19.  Case  ofHtrnia  Ventriculifrom  external  VMeme,  wherein 
the  Diaphragm  teas  laceraled  without  Fracture  of  the  Ribs ;  by 
ThomasWheeJwright,  Esq.  Surgeon.. 
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The  sut)ject  of  this  £ase  was  a  seamaiii  who  was  pitched 
from  the  top  of  a  coach  that  broke  down,  and  on  which  he 
was  an  outside  passenger';  ■'  and  fell  with  great  violence."  Al- 
though he  continued  his  journey,  and  did  not  arrive  in  Lpndon 
for  tnirty-six  hours  after  the  accident  happened,  yet  no  unto- 
irard  symptoms  supervened  until  the  mommg  after  his  arrival, 
Ivhen  the  author'^s  assistance  was  requested. 

'"  He  complained  of  most  severe  pain  in  his  left  side^  great  dilR- 
culty  ofbreathififf^  violent  and  continued  vomitings  chiefly  of  blood. 
Pulse  ISO^  smpll,  tremulous*  and  irregular;  countenance  pallid; 
extremities  cold ;  and  temperature  of  the  whole  surface  of  tlie  body 
below  the  natural  standara. 

*'  By  assistance  be  was  raised  in  the  bed,  and  upon  desiring  him 
to  cough,  he  was  unable ;  as  the  mere  attempt  to  expand  the  chest 
gave  him  excruciating  pain.  I  satisfied  myseli^  however,  the  ribt 
\vere  not  fractured." — ^p.  377. 

He  had  been  previously  bled ;  and  owing  to  the  bandi^ 
having  ^ipt  off  his  arm  during  the  night,  a  very  great  quanti- 
ty of  blood  had  been  lost ;  ^'  in  addition  to  which  lie  had  vomited 
m>m  two  to  three  pints  of  bloody  fluid.  Under  these  cdrcuni-* 
stances  little  could  be  done ;  and  the  patient  died  on  tlie  fol- 
lowing morning. 

Dissection  shewed  that  the  diaphragtti  had  been  lacerated, 
and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  large  curvature  of  the  sto- 
mach, protruded  through  tlie  fissure,  **  filled  with  a  sort  of 
half  coagulated  blood.^  It  appeared  also  that  a  quantity  of 
blood,  which  was  found  in  trie  left  cavity  of  the  chest,  iiad 
flowed  from  a  small  semi-circular  aperture  "  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  thoracic  or  strangulated  portion  of  the  stomach.'"  The 
fissure  in  the  diaphragm  was  about  an  inch  in  extent,  in  a  di- 
rection  from  below^  upwards,  ^^  and  inclining  towards  the  left 

The  most  singular  circumstance  in  this  case  is  the  laceration^ 
when  we  reflect  on  its  supposed  cause,  **  pressure  of  the  abdo* 
minal  viscera  f ^  and  ahliough  it  is  evident  that  the  laceration 
was  the  consequence  of  the  fall,  yet  we  can  scarcely  admit  that 
it  was  produced  by  the  simple  pressure  of  the  viscera. 

20.  X^kclch  nfthe  Medical  Hiutory  of  the  BrUiik  Armies  in 
the  Paiiitsitfa  of  Spain  and  Portugal^  during  the  late  Camfaigns; 
by  Sir  James  MacGrigor,  M.D.  K.H.S.  £d.  &c.  &c* 

This  is  a  communication  of  great  interest,  both  on  account 
^the  subject  itpelf,  and  the  legitimate  aource  from  whidi  the 
informaiion  it  contains  is  derived.  It  is  divided  into  three 
parts ;  the  first  embracing  ^^  a  short  sketch  of  the  medical  lus* 
tory^  of  the  Peninsular  campaigns ;  the  second,  *^  some  remarks 
on  tHe  diseases  which  prevailed  ;^  lifid  ,the  durd,  the  treatment 
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which  was  adopted  for  diraimshing  the  sickness  in  the  army^ 
and  the  mortalitj  in  the  hospitals. 

The  medical  history  is  sub-divided  into  four  pi^riods.  Dur« 
in^  the  first,  which  commenced  in  December  1811,  *^  when 
Lord  Wellington  o]3ened  the  campaign  with  the  siege  of  Cindad 
Rodrigo,^  and  terminated  by  the  army  going  into  cantonments 
at  the  end  of  April  181 S,  tne  diseases  which  previuled  were 
chiefly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  severity  of  the  weather.  They 
were  continued  fever,  "  pneumonia,  catmrh,  vernal  intermit- 
tents,  cynanche^  and  rheumatism.  Locked  jaw  was  Kkewise 
not  unfrequent  among  the  woundfed.''  In  the  second  period,  froifk 
June  1812,  when  the  array  advanced  into  Spain,  until  it  retreated 
to  winter  in  Portugal  in  the  following  November,  remittent  and 
conthiued  fever  were  of  frequent  occurrence.  Dysentery  made 
its  appearance  when  the  rains  set  in,  in  September :  in  October 
hospital  gangrene  "  spread  widely  among  the  wounded  C*  and 
*^  tetanus  was  prevalent  in  August,  after  the  battle  of  Sala^ 
manca ;  and  some  cases  of  it  appeared  at  the  si^ge  of  Burgos.*" 
The  third  period,  during  wlucli  the  army  remained  in  cantoiv 
ments  until  May  1813,  then  took  the  field,  advanced  into  Spiun, 
uid,  after  a  senes  of  brilliant  atchievements,  planted  the  Bri- 
tish standard,  and  wintered  in  France,  was  marked  in  the  com* 
mencement  by  the  appearance  of  a  contagious  fever  arising 
from  the  irregularities  of  the  troops.     Pulmonic  affections  su- 

EervenedK)n  mtermittents,  and  were,  in  many  instances,  com- 
ined  with  these  feyers  and  widi  dysentery*  The  cases  of 
dysentery  assumed  the  worst  form :  hospital  gangrene  was  also 
not  rare :  and  more  cases  of  tetanus  appeared  "  after  the 
battles  of  Vittoria  and  Pampeluna  than  had  hitherto  been  seen 
in  the  Peninsula.^'  At  the  commencement  of  the  fourth  period^ 
"  the  army  was  posted  on  the  ridge  of  the  Pyrenees,'*  and  the 
woatlier  was  so  cold,  that  even  the  Scotch  Highlander  felt 
severely  the  rigour  **  of  this  Alpine  situation.^  The  prevalent 
diseases  were  synocha,  pneumonia,  catarrh,  and  rheumatism. 
As  many  of  the  sick,  however,  were  sent  to  Passages,  and 
tlience  by  sea  to  St.  Andero  and  Bilboa,  cases  which  embarked 
inthe  transports,  <^  as  synochus,  landedas  typhus,  and  some 
even  assumed  the  appearance  of  typhus  icterodes.^  Dysentery 
was  also  frequent  auring  this  period;  but  as  the  lancet  was 
freely  used  in  the  commencement  of  the  attacks,  it  did  not 
prove  very  mortal. 

This  part  of  Sir  Jameses  paper  contains  a  sketch  of  the 
atate  of  the  other  divisions  of  the  anny,  which  were  at  Cadit 
and  Bayonne;  and  concludes  by  observing,  that,  when  the 
accounts  of  peace  arrested  the  victorious  progress  of  the  British 
Oeneral,  such  was  the  favourable  state  of  the  climate  and  sea^ 
aon,' the  hospitals  contained  few  bo«desthe  wounded. 

VOL.  v.— xo.  27.  m  E 
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The  second  part  of  the  paper  oominences  with  a  statement 
from  the  returns  of  the  number  of  sick  and  wounded  betweea 
December  1811  and  June  1814;  from  which  it  appears,  that 
*^  346,106  cases  of  disease  or  wounds  were  treated  m  our  hos- 
pitals ;^  of  which  number,  4^586  were  invalided,  or  sent  to 
England  as  unfit  for  service,  and  1 8,61 3  died.  Tliis  great  mor- 
tality, however,  is  more  apparent  than  real,  as  it  includes  every 
wounded  man  who  had  been  received  into  tlie  hospitals,  many 
hundreds  of  whom  did  not  survive  an  hgur  after  their  admis^otk 

In  this  division  of  his  subject,  SiF  James  treats  of  the  dis- 
eases which  were  most  oomtion  in  detail ;  beginning  with 
fever,  both  on  account  of  the  impartance  and  the- more  frequent 
occurrence  of  that  disease. 

Fever  varied  very  much  in  form  and  type,  according  to  the 
seasons,  and  the  different  quarters  of  the  reninsula  in  wbidi  it^ 
appeared ;  and  hence  very  different  and  even  opposite  kinds  of 
practice  were  equally  suocessftil. 

**  The  folkrwmg  is  the  order  of  frequency  in  which  fever  oc- 
curred :  Ist^  continued,  usually  the  synochiis  of  Cullen ;  Sndlj, 
intermittent;  3rdly,  remittent;  4thly,  typhus.  The  latter  is  a 
type  oi  fever  wfaicn  has  become  of  much  less  frequent  occurrence 
in  the  army  than  it  was,  it  is  even  a  more  rare  disease  now  than  is 
generally  supposed.  1  have  very  often  seen  the  disease  erroneously 
denominated  typhus,  when  it  has  been  merely  marked  by  the 
debility  succeeduig  the  stage  of  reaction,  in  either  synocha  or  sy- 
nochiis ;  and  this  is  of  more  importance,  than  as  regards  a  mere 
nosological  distinction ;  for  it  leads  to  a  material  difference  in  prac* 
tice." — p.  400. 

Typhus  fever  was  rife  in  the  winter  of  1812,  in  a  very 
malignant  form,  and  proved  indeed  a  most  formidable  disease. 
The  cause  assigned  by  our  autlior  is  one  whi^h  was  the  most 
likely  to  excite  the  disease ;  viz.— -the  exposure  to  cold  and 
moisture  in  cro^ided  cantonments,  with  the  body  strongly  pre-; 
disposed  to  its  attack  by  the  depression  of  iiiind  whicn  was 
necessarily  consequent  on  a  retrograde  movement.  Sir  James 
remarks,  that  the  German  regiments  were  among  the  most 
healthy  at  this  time ;  and  he  adds,  ^'  as  I/have  unirormly  seen 
them  on  every  service,  particularly  in  Walcheren.'"  No  ex* 
planation  is  given  of  this  Jact ;  and,  we  are  left  to  conjecture 
whether  this  exemption  from  febrile  disease  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
their  temperance,  or  to  the  habit  of  constantly  smoaking  tobacco, 
which  pevails  generally  amongst  them.  \Va  are  disposed  to 
ascribe  it  to  the  latter  circumstance ;  as  the  Highland  regiments, 
which  are  remarkable  for  their  temperance,  suffered  as  severely 
from  fever  as  any  other  part  of  the  army. 

The  most  peculiar  features  in  this  icver,  were  the  low  tem- 
|>erature  of  the  skin ;  its  deep  yellow  tinge,  which  was  ahnost 
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«  constant  precursor  of  dissolution,  and  severe  pains  of  the 
lower  extremities,  without  swelling  or  redness,  which  ^  often 
remained  after  the  febrile  actipn  had  ceased.^  Indeed,  at  Ciu- 
dad  Rodrigo  ^'  mortification  of  the  loweY  extremities,  with  livor 
and  mortitication  of  the  nose,^  almost  universally  attended  the 
cases  of  typhus.  But  at  this  place  the  disease  was  not  confined 
to  the  troops;  it  spread  among  the  inhabitants;  and  **in 
twelve  months,  1300,  out  of  a  population  of  0000,  died  of  misery 
and  fever.'"  The  mental  depression  was  considerable  in  all  the 
cases,  but  pi^icularly  so  in  those  that  occurred  at  Viseii,  whei^ 
the  disease  ^*  was  peculiarly  characterized  by  a  strong  tendency 
to  dissolution  of  the  body.""  It  made  its  advances  by  slow  de- 
grees ;  the  patients  were  unable  to  explain  precisely  what  ailed 
viem ;  and  ^'  frequently  a  soldier  ot  the  most  atnletic  make, 
and  with  no  appearance  of  disease,  expressed  himself  as  ready 
to  cry,  without  knowing  the  reason.^ 

The  kast  satisfactory  part  of  the  history  of  this  disease,  is 
that  which  regards  the  treatment  In  the  milder  cases,  when 
the  head  was  much  affected,  leeches  were  applied  to  the  temples, 
or  the  temporal  artery  was  opened,  and  the  scalp  was  shaved 
and  covered  with  a  blister,  or  a  blister  was  applied  to  the  nape 
of  the  neck.  Cathartics  and  the  saline  mixture,  with  a  propor- 
tion  of  tartarized  antimony,  were  the  principal  medicines  em* 
ployed.     Wine  was  given,  but  never  in  great  quantity. 

The  following  table  wiU  shew  the  extent  to  which  continued 
fever  prevailed  in  the  British  army  in  the  Peninsula. 

"  In  1812 ; 16,82S 

J  813 18,294. 

1 8 1 4  to  the  24th  of  June,     5,007 
'*  The  total  deaths  in  all  the  hospitids,  generally  as  well  as 
i^gimeutal^  of  continued  fever,  was  in 

1812 2,020 

1813 1,598 

1814  to  the  24th  of  June,...     387 
^  Of  typhus,  we^admitted  in  the  regimental  hospitals  in 

1812 331 

1813 1,309 

'^  1814  to  the  24th  of  June,...     155 
**  In  1812,  there  died  in  all  the  hospitols,  generally  as  well  as 

regimental ^ 

1813 971 

i814  to  the  24th  of  June,...     307."— p.  ^^9* 


HemiUaU  Feotrj^^The  total  number  of  this  disease  which 
a}ipeared  in  the  re^mental  hospitals,  in  the  three  years  alluded 
to,  was  3,961,  of  which  150  died.  The  cold  affusion,  and 
bleeding  in  the  early  stage,  with  the  use  of  mercury  when  the 
disease  was  of  long  standmg,  were  the  chief  remedies  employed 

sb2 
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/iiif rnifttent  jPfMr.^— Of  this  disease,  SSfOli  cases  wiare  ad- 
mitted into  the  hospitals ;  and  of  this  number^  13,759  occurred 
inlSlS;  8,203  in  1813;   and  952  only  in  1814.      As  may 
readily  be  supposed,  this  disproportion  depended  on  the  situa- 
lions  the  troops  occupied  in  the  diffa:^nt  years.     Intermittent 
is  almost  endemic  in  every  part  of  PortugaJ,  and  in  many  parts 
of  Spain ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  our  author  observes,  *^  the 
inhaDitants  do  not  term  it  a  disease :  infants  at  the  breast  are 
frequently  seen  with  it.''     The  total  mortality  from  this  disease 
amounted  to  291 :  but  the  majority  of  these  cases  were  cou)- 
plicated  with  otlier  complaints. 

In  some  instances,  toe  cases  of  ague  degenerated  to  con- 
tinued fevers  of  a  typlioid  type,  or  to  dysentery.  Several  were 
9CCompanied  with  '<  an  erythematous  papular  eruption  over  the 
whole  Dody.'' 

Recent  unmixed  eases  were  not  difficult  of  cure ;  but  rer 
lapses  seldom  "  or  never  got  completely  well ;'"  and  these  were 
ireJEulily  produced  by  **  exposure  to  a  shower  of  rain,  or  wetting 
the  feet,  exposure  to  the  direct  solar  ra^ys,  or  to  cold,  with  in*- 
temperance  and  irregularity,  or  great  fatigue."'  Bark  was 
chiefly  relied  on,  and  proved  generally  successful  when  given  to 
the  extent  of  an  ounce,  or  an  ounce  and  a  half,/'  in  the  six 
Jiours  before  the  expected  paroxysm."  Arsenic  was  found  to 
be  next  in  efficacy  to  bark  ;  ^'  and  next  to  it  the  sulphas  zinci."^ 
From  comparative  trials.  Sir  James  ascertained  that  the  cincfao? 
na  cordifolia  and  lancifolia  cure  intemiittents  in  nearly  equal 
proportions. 

'*  I  may  mention^  that  in  the  Peninsula  as  well  as  in  other 
quarters,  1  have  frequently  known  an  empirical  prescription  with 
park  succeed  in  cases  where,  when  given  in  the  usual  manner^  this 
medicine  had  £uled.  It  is,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  an  ounce  of  bark, 
a  table  spoonful  of  Jamaica,  or  half  a  tea  spoonful  of  Cayenne 
pepper,  and  a  whole  nutmeg,  mixed  and  given  in  one  dose,  a  short 
time  after  the  action  of  a  gentle  emetic,  and  between  the  paroxysms 
of  recent  cases ;  in  two  cases  out  of  tliree  this  will  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  another  paroxysm." — ^p.  419. 

The  indiscriminate  use  of  cathartics,  particularly  thosfe  of  a 
mercurial  kind,  are  properly  rcproliatcd.  Dr.  Buchan  found 
that  when  a  pain  in  the  back  part  of  the  head,  with  a  sense  of 
fulness  remained,  af\er  the  ague,  this  eruption  could  be  removed 
only  Jby  a  return  to  the  use  of  the  bark. 

DyBentery^  the  usual  scourge  of  armies,  prevailed  to  a  great 
extent  in  the  Peninsula.  The  cases  admitted  in  the  regimental 
hospitals  amounted  to75S6;  of  which  4717 died;  but  many 
more,  not  enumerated,  were  treated  in  the  general  hospitals : 
vnd  Sir  James  candidly  a<;knowledges  that,  "  exclusive  of  the 
wounded,  the  mortahty  from  dysentery  appears  to  have  been  ia 
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ttie  highest  proportion.^  This  circumstance  is  ascribed  in  part 
to  the  staUons  of  the  hospitals,  which  were  occasionally  very 
unfavourable.  Thus  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo  the  situation  was  not 
only  generally  unhealthy,  but  there  was  every  want  of  acconi- 
tnodation ;  ttie  place  being  In  ruins,  having  been  the  object  of 
much  contest ;  and  nearly  20,000  bodies  had  been  buried  in 
the  town,  "  or  under  its  walls,  in  tlie  course  of  a  few  months,^ 
Dysentery  was  particularly  fatal  also  at  Celerico,  Viseu,  Alen- 
tijo,  and  Abrantes;  but  in  the  greater  number  of  instances  xt 
was  complicated  with  other  diseases ;  tor  when  "  pure  and  un- 
^combined,  and  when  the  cases  were  taken  early,  it  was  found 
very  manageable."  The  following  plan  of  treatment  adopted 
by  Dr.  Somers,  may  be  re2;ardcd  as  a  summary  of  that  whidi 
V'-as  generally  followed  in  tlie  army  for  the  cure  of  this  disease. 

"  He  commenced  by  copious  vense^ction,  and  immediately 
afterwards  he  gave  pulv.  ipecac,  composit  gr.  xii.  every  hoiu'^  wl^ich 
which  was  repeated  three  times,  with  plenty  of  warm  barley  water- 
and  profuse  sweating  was  encouraged  for  six  or  eight  homrs.  A  plil 
of  three  grains  of  cnlomel  and  one  of  (»pium  was  administered  evef^ 
second  night,  and  in  the  intervening  day  3ij.  of  sulphat  of  magnesia, 
dissolved  in  a  quart  of  light  broth  ;  the  vena&section  was  to  he 
repeated,  while  the  state  of  the  strength  and  pulse  permit  it,  until 
the  stools  are  free  or  nearly  free  from  fc-/.ood ;  following  up  tiiis  plan 
with  the  Dover's  powder  as  a  sudorific. 

"^  In  cases  where  the  pains  were  excruciating  and  attended  with 
^uch  tenesmus,  the  wai'm  bath  gave  instantaneous  relief.  This 
plan  being  steadily  persevered  in  for  a  few  days,  the  inflammatory 
diathesis  of  the  intestinal  canal,  which  had  excited  symptomatic 
fever  throughout  the  general  (^stem,  was  found  gradually  to  yield, 
mnd  make  way  for  returning  health.  In  this  stage,  gentle  tonics, 
•with  light  nourishing  diet,  cautiously  exhibited,  and  at  first  given 
but  in  very  moderate  portions,  were  introduced  with  the  happiest 
^fleets."— p.  428. 

Wlien,  however,  along  with  the  mesenteric  symptoms,  those 
of  chronic  hepatitis  were  present,  mercury  was  the  remedy  oa 
which  much  reliance  could  be  placed. 

In  the  examinations  post  mortem,  the  liver  was  found  to  be 
the  organ  most  affected ;  the  spleen  and  mesenteric  glands  also 
Ivere  not  unfrcquently  much  altered  from  the  healthy  states 
'^  and  sometimes  the  pancreas  was  one  mass  of  disease. 

"  A  great  many  of  the  bodies  of  the  dysenteric  were  inspected, 
and  a  ^eat  uniformity  was  found  in  the  morbid  appearances.  lo 
those  mspected  under  the  s'lperintendc^nce  of  Mr.  Guthrie,  Mr. 
Hennon,  and  Mr.  Arthur,  at  Elvas,  Abrantes,-  Celerico,  St  Andero, 
and  Bilboa^  they  found  ulcuscula,  wliich  liad  a  healed  appearance, 
being  covered  with  a  delicate  exten;sion  of  the  villous  coat,  or  a  repa- 
ration of  a  new  substance.  ■  Purulent  coUectiors  formed  in  various 
{>arts  of  the  canal.    The  liver,  in  many  of  these  cases,  was  found 
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hardened^  of  a  dark  complexion^  enlan^ed,  «n4  with  preternatanl 
adhesions.  In  some  cases^  it  appeared  snaller  than  usual,  and  ia 
these,  the  spleen  was  lor^e  ana  much  diseased*  They  found  tht 
pancreas  diseased  not  unfireijuently  ;  and  sometimea  the  gall-bladder 
«r  its  ducts. 

^  The  reports  of  most  other  gentlemen  were  similar  to  thesei 
Jn  a  majority  of  cases,  it  was  found,  that  the  colon  from  the  arch 
downwards,  and  the  rectum  more  especially,  were  throughout  in  an 
ulcerated  sloughy  state ;  the  liver  and  the  sple^h  in  general  preter« 
naturally  large,  and  verging  to  suppuration.  One  spleen  weighed 
three  pounds,  four  ounces."-— p.  4^. 

In  chronic  dysentery,  Dr.  Wliite^s  method  of  treatment  by 
bandaging  with  flannel^  and  by  the  appUcation  of  adhesive 
plost^l*  to  the  abdomen^  was  found  to  dc  serviceable.  Nitric 
acid,  with  opium,  in  long  continued  and  complicated  cases,  was 
also  useful,  as  was  a  combination  of  calomel  and  coniunr,  par* 
ticularly  when  other  visceral  affections  ^ere  present. 

Pneummiia  was  less  frequent  tlian  it  usually  is  m  armies ; 
4037  cases  onl^  were,  admitted  into  the  rcginu^ntal  hospitaL ; 
and  **  there  died  285  in  all  the  hospitals,  gcaeral  as  weU  as 
regimental."  ^  . 

Sir  Jameb  endeavours  to  impress,  strongly,  on  the  mind  of 
the  young  military  practiticncr,  the  necessity  for  the  most  co« 
pious  abstractions  of  blood  when  this  disease  attacks  the  soldier ; 
nor  is  the  quantity  to  be  regulated,  unless  by  the  relief  which 
it  affords  to  the  respiration.  '^  In  the  soldier,"  he  adds,  **  its 
attack  is  often  insidious,  requiring  the  experienced  military 
practitioner  to  detect  it»" 

'^  It  frequently  happens,  that  the  patient,  so  far  from  exhibiting 
the  well  known  diagnostics,  appears  to  labour  imder  every  83rmp« 
torn  of  oppression  and  debility.     Until  strictly  questioned,  he  com* 

Slains  of  nothing  so  little  as  his  breast.  The  true  nature  of  the 
isease  is  not  d^ected  without  the  most  experienced  and  scrupulous  * 
examination;  nor  does  it  show  itself  *  in  its  natural  colours,  ml  tlie 
functions  of  the  oppressed  and  congested  lungs  are  in  some  degree 
restored  by  abstraction  of  blood.  Without  this  reUef,  it  cannot 
shew  itself;  for  re-action  under  such  circumstances  cannot  take 
place,  and  the  practitioner  is  led  into  the  &tal  error  of  treating  Afe 
disease  as  low  fever."— p  4S9» 

To  those  who  have  seen  much  of  pneumonia  in  private 
pract))8c,  this  form  of  the  disease  is  by  no  means  so  uncommon 
as  Sir  James  supposes  it  to  be.  We  have  at  present  a  case 
under  treatment,  in  which  the  pulse,  when  we  first  saw  the 
patient,  was  oppre85ed  and  scarcely  perceptible ;  and  it  was  not 
until  td\eT  twenty  ounces  of  blood  nad  been  taken  away  at  once, 
that  it  became  free,  quick,  and  hard,  indicative  of  high  inflam- 
matory action 
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Phthisis  Pufmonalis.'^T^he  number  of  deaths  from  this  dis- 
ease in  uli  the  hospitals,  was  only  279';  a  very  small  proportion 
indeed  of  the  total  mortality.  I'he  beneficial  effects  of  a  humid 
atoiofltthere  to  phthisical  patients  was  tpo  obvious  to  be  over- 
iookca. 

Rheumatism  prevailed  chiefly  at  the  sieges  of  Ciiidad  Rod* 
^  >f  Badajos,  and  Burgc>6.  The  number  of  cases  admitted  into 
the  regimental  hospitals  was  4,933.  We  were  rather  sfuw 
prized  to  find,  that  spirit  of  turpentine  was  employed  in  «Nne 
old  chronic  cases  only;  as  experience  has  convinced  us  that 
after  clearing  tlie  prima  vise  and  opening  the  skin,  no  remedy 
can  be  so  fully  relied  upon  as  sfjirit  of  turpentine,  particularly 
when  given  in  conjunction  witli  bark,  for  the  cure  of  tlie  acute 
form  of  tiiis  disease. 

Tetanusy  as  has  been  already  olwen^wl,  **  was  always  v&rj 
prevalent  among*the  wounded  alter  tlic  great  battles.^ 

A  remarkable  case  is  stated,  in  winch  recovery  apparently; 
resulted  from  the  patient  having  been  exjM)sed  to  very  severe 
cold  and  wet.  "  From  six  oVlock  in  tlie  morning  till  ten  at 
night,^*  he  had  tiavellcd  in  an  open  bullock  car,  and  arrivrd 
at  the  quarters  "  half  starved  to  death,  but  perfectly  free  from 
every  symptom  of  tetanus.**  Two  other  cxises  terwimatcd  sucr 
cessrulh',  which  were  treated  by  c^iuni  and  carI)onate  of  potass 
alternately  given.  The  largest  dose  of  the  alkali  did  not  ex^ 
coed  ^fifteen  grains,  and  tliat  of  fhe  opium  twenty  drops  of  the 
tincture  ;  but  these  were  exhibited  every  second  hour.  Opium 
nevertheless,  mercury  jn  every  fonn,  and  wine,  failed  ia  the 
majority  of  cases ;  "  and  the  cold  batli,^  Sir  James  laconically 
obser\'ess  "  was  worse  than  useless  ;*"  we  are,  however,  gratified 
at  the  testimony  of  so  ample  an  experience  in  support  of  the 
efficacv  of  purging  in  this  complaint.  "  Judging  from  the  very 
few  successful  cases,'^  remarks  our  author,  "  wc  may  be  dis- 
posed to  trust  principally  to  bloocL-letting,  purging,  opium,  and 
digitalis,"**  Tobacco  givsters,  which  Imve  lately  l)een  found  so 
servii^i^able  at  lionie,  *^  tried  in  the  advanced  stage  of  tlic  dis- 
ease, vseemed  to  have  no  effect.'" 

The  third  part  of  this  paper^  intitled  **  Prejuention^  con* 
t^ns  many  very  excellent  ooservations  on  the  medical  oeconomy 
of  armies,  an  object  not  less  necessary  than  personal  courage 
in  the  soldier,  and  military  talent  in  the  general,  for  securing 
the  successful  issue  of  operations  of  the  field.  Sir  Janies 
points  out  the  propriety  of  Inuring  men  to  the  climate  in  which 
they  are  to  act  !)efore  they  join  their  corps  ;  and  hence  how 
desirable  it  is  that  recruits  should  be  sent  to  an  army  at  the 
close  of  a  canipmgn,  when  it  is  about  to  c^o  into  quarters.  The 
necessity  of  warm  cloathing  for  the  soldier  is  also  pointed  out, 
*•  The  best  doathed,*'  as  might  be  expected,  "  were  generally 
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among  the  most  healthy  regiments.*^  With  the  following  oh- 
sen'ation  regarding  the  preparation  of  the  soldier'^s  food,  we 
cannot  accord : 

"  If  left- to  himself,"  says  Sir  James,  "  the  soldier  would  broil 
his  modicum  of  meat  and  eat  it  at  one  meal,  drinking  his  allowance 
of  wine  or  spirits  at  a  draught.  It  is  needless  to  say,  how  hurtful 
this  must  be  to  a  man  undergoing  great  fatigue  and  requiring  much 
nutriment.  The  orders  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  were,  that, 
wiiether  in  the  field  or  in  quaiters,  the  men  should  be  divided  into 
messes,  have  regular  meals,  their  meat  be  well  boiled,  with  a  por* 
tion  ©f  vegetables  and  salt  (whenever  they  could  be  procured)  r 
and  onder  the  inspection  of  their  officers." — p,  470. 

Now  although  we  admit  the  impropriety  of  eating  the  whole 
of  his  meaty  and  drinking  his  allowance  of  wine  and  spirits,  at 
once ;  yet  we  must  contend,  that  broiled  nieat^  if  not  overdone^ 
is  more  nutritive  than  boiled ,  inasmucli  as  the  juices  areVe* 
tained,  on  which  its  nutritive  quahties  chiefly  depend. 

Our  author  concurs  with  the  observation  of  Sir  John  Prin- 
gTe,  that  hospitals  themselves  are  often  among  the  causes  of  the 
mortality  of  an  army ;  hence  every  corps  Iiad  its  own  hospital^ 
and  the  sick  were  sent  to  the  general  hospitals  only  when  worn 
down  by  prdtracted  disease.  We  cannot  too  highly  commend 
the  regulations  established  for  the  trovernment  oi  both  these 
descriptions  ot  hospitals. 

Tne  paper  concludes  with  several  tables,  containing  ab- 
stracts of  the  admissions^  discharges,  and  deaths,  in  general 
and  regimental  hospitals ;  and  a  return  of  die  number  of  deaths 
which  have  occurred  amongst  the  convicts  in  Portsmouth  and 
Langston  Harbours,  from  January  1805  to  June  1815. 

Having  thus  finished  our  analysis  of  this  paper,  it  is  but 
justice  to  confess,  that  in  our  opinion  it  adds  much  to  the 
value  of  the  volume  in  which  it  appears.  We  forbear  from 
making  any  particular  remarks  on  the  style  and  language ; 
but  will  merely  observe,  that  the  author  appears  to  have  been 
more  anxious  to  collect  useful  facts,  than  to  adorn  his  periods ; 
conscious  of .  the  value  of  the  gem  he  had  to  offer,  independent 
of  its  [polish  and  decorative  mounting. 

21.  Statement  of  the  comparative  Health  of  the  British  N'avj/y 
from,  the  year  1799  to  the  year  1814,  with  Proposals  for  its  far^ 
ther  improvement ;  by  Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  Bart.  F.II.S.  &c. 

This  paper  may  be  regarded  as  a  commentary  on  a  series  of 
tables,  illustrative  of  the  health  of  the  British  Navy  in  a  given 
porioil ;  the  materials  for  the  formation  of  which  have  oeen 
supplied,  partly  from  the  author'*8  0wn  experience  while  he  was 
physician  to  the  fleet,  and  a  commissioner  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  seamen ;  and  partly  from  documents  obtained  from 
the  public  offices  of  the  navy. 
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From  these  tables  it  appears,  that  then  has  been  a  ^gm» 
dual  and  great  cUouBution  of  aiekness  and  mortality'"  in  the 
navy  from  1779  to  1&13,  the  period  to  which  they  are  brought 
QPw  In  1790,  the  decrease  ^^fell,''  says  Sir  Gilbert,  <<per 
saltum  \^  and  the  reason  he  assigns  for  this  circumstance  is, 
that  it  was  *^  the  first  year  in  which  the  general  supply  of 
lemon-juice  took  place  ;^  a  substance,  the  use  of  which  has 
netf  ly  eradicated  scurvy,  the  greatest  bane  of  a  sea-faring  life. 
In  1797,  however,  an  increase  of  sickness  occurred,  which  is 
ascribed  to  the  alarming  mutiny  which  then  broke  out ;  and 
in  1804  there  was  a  greater  mortality,  owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  the  yellow  fever  in  the  West  Indies  that  year. 

"  The  principal  diseases,^  we  are  informed,  **  which  con- 
stitute sickness,  and  cause  mortality  on  board  of  ships  in  all 
Climates,  are,  scurvy  and  fevers  ;^  dysentery  within  the  tropics^ 
and  pulmonic  inflammation  in  the  European  staUons. 

Uur  author  enters  into  the  history  of  the  introduction 
of  the  use  of  lemon  juice  into  the  navy ;  from  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  its  remedial  effects  in  scurvy  were  known  even  be- 
ibre  the  time  of  Woodall,  who  wrote  his  "  Surgeons*  Mite,** 
in  1036.  It  was  nevertheless  neglected  for  nearly  two  hundred 
vears,  until  a^in  introduced  through  the  writings  of  Dr. 
Lind ;  after  which,  scurvy  so  rapidly  declined,  that  in  a  table 
containing  a  statement  of  the  diseases  admitted  into  the  Royal 
Naval  Hospital  at  Plymouth,  from  1806  to  1809  inclusive,  it 
is  not  inserted  "  as  one  of  the  heads  of  disease."^  Sir  Gilbert 
is  of  opinion,  that  the  acid  juices  of  other  fruits  and  ves^etables^ 
saccharine  substances,  fermenting  matters,  and  even  the  nopal, 
niay  retard  the  progress  of  scurvy ;  but  cannot  cure  it  like 
iemon-jiiice.     The  mineral  acids  have  no  eflfect. 

Tlie  liberal  supply  of  fresh  provisions  and  vegetables,  and 
improvements  in  ventilation  and  cleanliness  are  also  to  be  re- 

Sirded  as  causes  of  the  greater  health  of  the  navy.  The  in- 
uence  of  these  causes  has  be^n  particularly  obvious  with 
regard  to  fever.  In  the  regulations  respecting  personal  cleanli- 
ness, the  regular  washing  of  apparel  is  enforced,  and  two  sets 
of  hammocks  are  provided  ;  but  our  author  laments^  that  there 
is  still  ^'  the  want  of  a  regular  and  adequate  supply  of  soap.^ 
Tlie  many  valuable  improvements  that  have  taken  place  ia 
ventilation,  are  next  noticed ;  M'ith  the  substitution  of  iron  tanks 
fur  water  casks,  and  the  alterations  suggested  by  Mr.  Sepping 
in  naval  architecture*,  which  have  rendered  the  air  in  the  nolds 
of  men  of  war  nearly  as  pure  as  it  can  be  in  any  situation 
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*  ¥oe  an  acocmnt  of  these  unprovements  vi^  Pbilo$oghkal 
Tratuadions,  1814. 
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where  a  great  number  of  individuals  are  confined  in  a  comps- 
ratively  small  space.  In  respect  to  food,  more  attention  is  now' 
given  to  obtain  it  of  the  best  quality :  as  much  wine  is  supplied 
*'  as  is  equivalent  to  one-half  ot  the  allowance  of  spuits  ;^ 
and  ^*  the  use  of  cocoa  for  breakfast^  has  been  adopted. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  sick,  independent  of  the  greater 
medical  skill  of  tlie  present  race  of  navy  surgeons,  sudi  im- 

firovements  have  taken  place  ^^  in  the  situation,  fitting  up,  and 
iimiture  of  the  ack-bertn,  as  it  is  called,^  that  both  the  wounds 
and  diseases  of  the  men  are  now  treated  on  board  of  their  own 
ships,  instead  of  being  sent  to  the  hospitals.  Much  mortality 
has  also  been  prevented  by  the  introduction  of  vaccination. 

"  The  causes  of  the  improved  state  of  health  of  the  British 
navy  appear  therefore  to  consist  in  the  ample  and  general  supply  of 
kmon-juice,  the  superior  attention  to  cleanness^  dryness  and  ven- 
tilation^ the  improvement  in  victualling,  vaccination^  and  superior 
medical  treatment" — ^pp.  514,  515. 

Our  author,  in  adverting  to  the  moral  effects  of  tliese  im- 
provements, in  elevating  the  spirits  of  the  men,  and  rendering  ' 
them  more  effective  for  every  s])ecies  of  service,  clauns  for  the 
medical  department  of  the  navy  its  due  share  of  praise  in 
bringing  about  those  important  events  which  have  added  so 
much  splendour  to  the  British  name,  and  rescued  Europe  from 
the  iron  sway  of  a  sanguinary  and  unrelenting  despot. 

Sir  Gilbert,  however,  shews  that  the  mortality  m  the  navy, 
notwithstanding  the  improvements  that  have  taken  place,  is  still 
higher  than  that  in  any  other  situation,  beinjg  one  in  30*25. 
As  this  loss  is  chiefly  attributed  to  puFmonic  inflammation  and 
fever,  he  conceives  it  may  be  much  reduced,  if  Mr.  Seppiug^s 
knprovementB  <'  shall  be  universally  carried  into  practice  ;^ 
if  cleanliness  be  further  promoted  by  an  *'  ample  and  regular 
supply  of  soap  ("  and  if  wine  and  tea  be  substituted,  to  the 
•ntire  exclusion  of  spirits.  Instead  of  the  duty  of  wooding 
and  watering  being  performed  by  seamen  in  West  Indian  ana 
other  tropicu  ports,  by  which  fevers  are  often  contracted  on 
shore  and  conveyed  oit  board,  he  proposes,  that  *^all  such 
duties  should  be  performed  by  hired  negroes  ;^  and,  lastly,  that 
^e  deficiency  which  still  exists  ^'  of  adequate  and  substantial 
diet,  adapted  chiefly  to  convalescents,'*^  be  supplied  by  fresh 
provisions  preservca  on  the  plan  invented  and  brought  mto  use 
a  few  years  ago  by  Mr.  Appert*. 


'^^  The  method  is  as  follows :  The  meat  is  put  into  a  pot,  the 
bones  being  first  removed  to  he  boiled  in  the  ordinary  way.  Whe9 
it  is  about  three  iburths  boiled^  it  is  taken  out  and  put  into  jaxii» 
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The  remainder  of  this  interesting  paper  contains  some  ob- 
servations on  the  health  of  the  marine  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, the  tables  referred  to,  and  what  the  author  terms  iUustra* 
(ionSf  consisting  of  correspondence,  historical  proofs,  and  ex- 
tracts firom  the  papers  furnished  by  the  public  offices. 

From  the  short  and  imperfect  abridgment  we  have  given  of 
tliis  paper,  our  readers  can  form  only  a  very  inadequate  estimate 
of  its  value ;  to  enhance  which  no  encomium  on  our  part  is  re^ 
quired.  The  matter  is  in  the  first  degree  important,  the  arrange- 
ment judicious,  and  the  style,  which  is  throujghout  perspicuous, 
occasionally,  where  the  subject  permits,  rises  into  eloquence. 
Having  thus  expressed  ourselves,  we  are,  nevertheless,  bound  to 
notice  one  error  into  which  our  author  has  inadvertently  fallen. 
In  page  500,  speaking  of  antiscorbutic  vegetables,  he  says  *^  a 
vegetable  substance  called  nopal,  tlie  stalk  of  the  cactus  opuntta^ 
&c.^  Now  nopal  is  the  Indian  name  of  the  cactus,  which  has 
neither  stalk  nor  leaves ;  but  is  a  plant  altogether  cbmposed  of 
flat,  irregularly  oval-shaped,  fleshy  joints,  adhering  to  each  other, 
and  covered  with  sharp  spines.  In  page  498  also,  table  v.  is 
referred  to  instead  of  table  iv. ' 

22.— /Virfictt/flr*  of  a  Case  in  tchich  a  very  large  Calculus 
was  removed  from  the  Urethra  of  a  Female  without  Operation  ; 
with  Examples  of  analogous  Cases ;  by  John  Yelloly,  M.D. 
F.Il.S.,  &c. 

The  subject  of  the  present  case  was  a/emale,  24  years  of 
age,  who  had  been  troubled  with  various  symptoms,  indicative 
ol  some  aficction  of  tlie  bladder,  from  the  age  of  seven  years  ; 
but  no  demonstrative  appearances  of  calculus  had  been  6l4erved 
until  after  her  third  pregnancy,  when  several  substances,  des- 
cribed as  resembling  the  fur  from  the  inside  of  a  tea  kettle,  of 
more  than  half  an  inch  in  length,  were  |)assed.  This  event, 
however,  procured  only  temporary  relief;  and  soon  afterwards 
a  small  calculus,  eighteen  grains  in  weight,  flat,  and  of  an  oval 
form,  was  extracteu  from  near  the  external  orifice  of  the  ure- 
thra by  means  of  a  pair  of  forceps ;  and  at  the  same  time  Mr. 
Hopke,  by  whom  it  was  extracteu,  ascertained  that  there  was  a 
very  large  stone  in  tlie  bladder,  which  half  a  year  afterwards 
advanced  into  the  urethra. 

*'  On  examination  per  vaginam,  he  found  the  calculus  sticking 

^Hiich  are  filled  up  with  broth  made  from  other  portions  of  die  saine 
meat  The  jars  are  then  corked,  luted,  and  put  into  bafs ;  they 
sate  next  placed  in  a  boiler  of  cold  water,  heat  is  applied  till  the 
water  boils,  and  the  boiling  temperature  is  kept  up  for  an  hour ; 
the  fire  is  then  extinguished,  the  water  drawn  off  from  the  boiler^ 
and  the  bottles  or  jars  taken  out,  which  completes  the  process/' 

8  s  2 
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in  the  utethra ;  but  there  was  no  openinisr  between  the  urethra  and 
vagina ;  and  he  remarked  at  the  time,  diat  if  there  had  been  such 
all  opening,  he  would  have  felt  himself  warranted  in  enlarging  it, 
for  tiie  purpose  of  removing  the  stone.  In  about  eight  days  he  again 
saw  the  patient,  with  Mr.  Headington,  Surgeon  to  the  London  Uos- 
pit  ^  \  when  that  gentleman,  b  v  means  of  his  two  fore<fingers,  re- 
mo  jdd  the  stone  without  difficulty.  Mr.  Headington  aatisfied  him- 
self, by  careful  examination,  that  no  communication  existed  between, 
the  urethra  and  vagina*" — p.  576. 

The  whole  of  the  calculous  matter  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  removed  from  the  bladder,  (which  we  conceive  might  have 
been  done  while  the  urethra  was  so  much  dilated)  ;  for  two  years 
afterwards,  a  fortnight  before  her  death,  which  occurred  three 
weeks  after  her  delivery,  she  passed  "  severid  portions  of  the 
same  fur-like  substance  which  arc  [is]  mentioned  as  having  come 
away  subsequent  to  her  third  delivery.*" 


t< 


The  calcqlus  which  was  removed  from  this  patient  is  of  an 
irregular  surface,  and  of  a  flattened  oval  shape,  having  two  little 
rounded  projections  at  the  extremity  by  which  it  passed  &om  the 
urethra.  In  weight  is  3  ounces,  3^  drachms  Troy;  it  is  3 1  inches' 
lonff,  2  inches  broad,  1  j[  inch  thick,  and  7|  inches  round  in  its  larger, 
and  5^  inches  in  its  smaller  circumference. 

^*  Jt  is  composed  principally  of  uric  acid,  disposed  in  close  con- 
centric lamellse,  having  no  perceptible  nucleus ;  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  its  surface  is  covered  with  a  mixture  of  phosphate  of  lime, 
and  amimoniaco-magnesian  phosphate." — p.  578. 

Several  similar  instances  are  detailed,  chiefly  from  the  Phi- 
losophical Transactions ;  and  Dr.  Yelloly  observes,  that  in  all 
of  tnem,  as  well  as  in  the  case  that  forms  the  subject  of  his  com- 
munication, an  incontinence  of  urine  continued  after  the  re- 
moval of  the  stone.  In  this  case,  at  least,  he  conceives  that  the 
eneuresis  proceeded  from  some  injury  done  to  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  and  the  urethra ;  but  no  plan .  for  the  relief  of  this 
effect  is  suggested  by  the  Doctor. 

23.— Case  of  the  successful  Treatment  of  the  Incontinence  of 
Urine,  consequent  to  Slouching  or  Ulceration  of  the  Bladder  from 
Injury  dtnrtng  Labour,  with  Ubservationx ;  by  S.  Barnes,  Esq. 
Sur^n  to  the  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  &c. 

In  this  case  the  cure  was  obtained  by  continued  pressure 
applied  by  means  of  a  gum  elastic  bottle,  with  a  piece  of  sponge 
sewed  to  one  side  of  it,  introduced  into  the  vagina.  This  ap- 
pardtus  was  recommended  to  the  author  as  apdiiative  by  Dr. 
Gooch,  to  whom  it  was  su^ested  by  Mr.  Gr.  Young.  The 
following  is  the  method  in  wnich  it  was  applied. 

^'  A  flat  silver  catheter  was  lefl  in  tlie  bladder,  and  a  few  days 
after  an  elastic  gum  bottle  was  introduced  in  the  vagina.    A  firm 
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one  was  selected^  capable  of  containing  two  ounces  of  water  ;  and 
had  sewn  on  the  convexity  of  its  side  a  thin  fine  piece  of  sponge  as 
Uige  as  a  dollar.  A  double  string  was  passed  internally  through  its 
bottom,  and  left  hanging  through  its  neck.  The  sponge  was  well  , 
smeared  witli  tlie  calamine  cerate,  the  bottle  dipped  in  oil,  folded 
longitudinally  and  passed  into  the  vagina  with  the  sponge  in  front. 
From  its  elasticity,  it  immediately  expanded ;  and  by  a  finger  intro- 
duced through  the  neck,  it  was  readily  placed  in  its  proper  situation, 
so  as  to  bring  the  sponge  immediately  opposite  the  perforation  in  the 
bladder.     The  catheter  was  then  withdrawn. 

"  In  this  situation  it  filled  the  vagina,  and  kept  up  a  gentle  and 
equable  pressure  on  the  injured  part,  so  equable  and  so  effectual 
tiiat  whilst  the  bottle  was  in  the  vagina  the  urine  was  perfectly  re- 
tained for  a  little  more  than  two  hours.  If  the  bladder  was  not 
then  emptied  by  the  catheter,  the  urine  continued  to  ooze  away 
until  it  was  drawn  off.  Guided  by  this  the  catheter  was  introduced 
every  two  hours  during  the  day.  This  was  preferred  to  keeping 
the  instrument  constantly  in  th^  bladder,  as  she  found  inuch  incon« 
venience  from  its  remainmg  there  when  sitting,  and  without  further 
mechanical  aid,  it  was  hot  possible  to  keep  it  steadily  in  its  situation 
when  walking.  It  was  not  thought  that  the  opening  would  be 
stretched  by  the  inconsiderable  dilatation  of  the  bladder  from  the 
urine  collected  during  the  course  of  two  hours,  as  she  drank  but  very 
little  in  quantity,  and  the  water  drawn  off  seldom  exceeded  two 
ounces,  generally  did  not  amount  to  so  much.  Provided  no  urine 
passed  through  the  opening,  the  principal  object  appeared  to  be 
obtained,  and  the  patient  was  enabled  at  the  same  time  to  get  out  of 
doors.  When  in  bed,  a  short  flat  catheter  was  kept  constantly  in  the 
bladder.  The  bottle  was  withdrawn,  and  a  fresh  one  introduced 
every  morning  before  she  left  her  bed. 

'*  The  comfort  afforded  by  this  plan  in  keeping  her  dry  during 
the  day  was  exceedingly  great.  She  was  enabled  to  move,  sit,  or 
lie  without  inconvenience,  nor  was  she  ever  wetted  unless  the  bottle 
was  beQome  soft  from  use.  This,  when  discovered,  was  carefuUy 
ffoaided  against  by  renewing  it  frequently.  In  a  short  time  she 
teamed  to  pass  the  catheter  herself,  and  felt  happy  in  being  thus 
relieved  from  much  of  her  anxiety  and  dependance." — p.  586-8. 

The  cure  was  completed  in  less  than  nine  months ;  but  the  ' 
catheter  was  used  for  some  weeks  after  the  use  of  the  bottle 
had  been  discontinued. 

« 

24.— -4  Case  of  Mortification  of  the  Uterus,  occurring  a  few 
Hours  after  Delivery,  with  some  Remarks  on  the  Cause  that  pi^o* 
iueed  it ;  by  Thomas  Graliam,  Esq. 

This  is  a  singular  case,  and  well  described. 

26. — On  the  Use  of  the  Lactuca  Virosa  in  Hooping-Cough  ; 
by  J.  Gumprecht,  M.I).  &c. 

The  extract  of  the  lactuca  virosa  is  an  ofRcinal  preparation 
of  the  Edinburgh  College,  and  has  been  empl6yed  by  several 
Scotch  practitioners  as  a  narcotic  in  hooping-cough.    Dr.  Gum 
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precht  supposes  that  its  beneficial  effects  arise  from  a  sympa- 
thetic action  on  the  organs  of  respiration,  through  those  of  the 
cuticular  and  urinary  system,  on  which  it  is  known  to  operate. 
As  a  narcotic,  it  may  prove  useful  in  hooping-cough^  after  the 
inflammatory  stage  of  the  disease  is  subdued;  but  we  are  of 
cfpinion  that  new  remedies  are  less  wanted  than  a  knowledge 
■  liow  to  employ  properly  tliose  which  we  already  possess. 

Two  cases  are  added  to  illustrate  the  effects  of  this  remedy. 
In  tlic  first,  the  subject  of  which  was  a  child  15  months  old,  the 
extract  of  the  lactuca  wvs  given  at  first  in  doses  of  less  than 
Lalf  a  grain,  every  ten  hours ;  and  gradually  increased  to  nearly, 
f  of  a  grain.  In  the  second,  to  a  girl  of  four  years  of  age,  the 
dose  at  first  was  rather  less  than  ^  of  a  grain,  and  ultimately 
(we  grain  every  two  hours. 

26. — Some  Experiments  on  the  Chemical  Nature  of  Chyle^ 
with  a  few  Observations  upon  Chyme  i  by  Alexander  Marcet, 
M  J).  F.R.S. 

The  object  of  these  experiments  was  to  "  determine  whe« 
ther  any  sensible  chemical  difference  could  be  traced  between 
cjiyle  obtained  from  an  animal  previously  fed  with  vegetable 
food  only,"  and  from  one  after  a  meal  solely  of  animal  food. 
The  chyle  was  procured  from  the  thoracic  duct,  "  within  three 
bours  after  the  animal  had  been  fed,  and  before  the  functions 
of  life  were  entirely  extinct."** 

The  length  to  which  this  analysis  has  already  extended, 
prevents  us  from  noticing  the  details  of  Dr.  Marcet's  experi- 
ments ;  we  shall,  therefore,  merely  extract  his  conclusions. 

''  1.  The  specific  gravity  of  the  serous  portion  of  chyle  appears 
to  be  between  1021  and  I0'2*i,  v; aether  foniied  from  animal  or  from 
v^etable  food. 

*'  2.  The  quantity  of  solid  residue,  comprehending  both  saline 
«nd  animal  matter,  left  by  the  evaporation  of  chyle,  at  the  heat  o£ 
boiling  water,  may  generally  be  stilted  to  vary  between  50  ami  QO 
parts  in  1000. 

"  3.  The  quantity  of  saline  matter  appearsi  about  9  parts  in 
lOOOy  being  tlie  same  proportion  of  salts  which  is  found  in  all  other 
animal  fluids.    % 

*'  4.  The  chyle  from  the  vegetable  food  appears  to  yield  by 
analysis^  about  three  times  as  much  charcoal  as  that  from  animal 

food. 

"  5.  The  chyle  from  animal  food  is  much  disposed  to  putrefyj 
and  generally  begins  to  undergo  that  change  in  three  or  four  days ; 
whilst  that  from  vegetable  food  can  be  kept  for  weeks,  or  even 
sometimes  for  montlis,  without  undergoing  putrefaction. 

*'  6.  The  coagulum  of  chyle  is  more  inclined  to  putrefy  than  the 
serous  part. 

'*  7.  The  chyle  formed  from  animal  food  alone  is  always  milky, 
and  cfa  standing,  an  unctions  white  creamy  substance  collects  on  the. 
0urfac3;  its  coagulum  is  opake,  and  has  a  pink  hue. 
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'*  8.  The  chyle  from  vegetable  food  is  oommonly  transparent,  or 
nearly  so,  like  common  serum ;  its  coagulum  is  nearly  colourleas, 
Hke  an  oyster ;  and  no  creamy  substance  rises  to  the  suxj^ace. 

"  9-  The  principal  ingredient  of  the  animal  matter  of  chyle  k 
albumen ;  but,  besides  albumen,  chyle,  especially  when  derived  from 
animal  food,  contains  globules  of  an  oily  substance,  which  bears  a 
strong  resemblance  to  cream. 

"  10.  fiy  the  destructive  distillation,  chyle  gives,  first  a  liquor 
impregnated  with  carbonat  of  ammonia,  and  afterwards  k  heavj 
fixed  oil.  The  diyle  from  animal  food  yields  a  greater  proportion 
of  either  of  these  products ;  but  the  residue,  whatever  the  mode  of 
analysis  be,  contains  less  charcoal  than  the  chyle  from  vegetable 
ibod.  Iron  is  readily  detected  in  the  residue  of  chyle,  mixed  with 
the  salts  and  carbonaceous  matter. 

''  11.  Chyme,  from  vegetable  food,  yields  much  more  solid  m«t« 
ter  than  any  of  the  other  animal  fluids ;  though  it  appears  to  contata 
ratlier  less  saline  matter. 

12.  Ch3rme  contains  albumen. 

IS.  It  yields  about  four  times  as  much  diarcotd  as  chyme 
from  vegetable  food. 

^14.  Neither  chyle  nor  diyme  contain  any  gelatine."— -ppu 
629-31. 

27.'^'Further  Observations  on  the  Ligatures  of  Arteries  ;  bj 
Benjamin  Travers,  Esq.  F.R.S.  &c. 

From  several  in^emous  and  well-conducted  experiments  to 
determine  how  far  tine  temporary  application  of  ligatures  might 
simplify  the  plan  usually  employed  for  obliterating  large  arte- 
ries, Mr.  Travers  was  induced  to  conclude,  that, 

**  Isti  No  material  obstruction  is  exposed  to  the  passage  of  the 
Uood  iqpon  removing  the  ligature  at  a  period  of  six  or  even  of  nine 
hours  from  its  application,  and  consequently  its  ultimate  obstruction 
under  these  circumstances  must  be  referable  to  tlie  gradual  comple« 
tion  of  Che  adhesive  process. 

**  2dly.  The  residence  of  tlie  ligature  for  a  period  of  six  hours^ 
afibrds  direct  evidence  of  an  inflammatory  action  in  the  depodtioii 
ef  lymph  between  the  divided  tunics :  which  deposition  is  more 
abundant  at  nine  hours,  sind  sufficient  for  the  obstruction  o£  the  vcs** 
tel  in  twelve ;  presenting  the  form  of  an  interstitial  cord  between 
thelini  of  the  fissure,  and  continuous  with  it,  a  membranous  septum 
eztenoing  across  the  vessel*. 

*'  Sdfy.  The  septum  of  lymph  is  formed  prior  to  the  coagulum 
of  blood,  and  in  all  cases  of  ordinary  circulation  is,  of  itself,  ade* 
quate  to  the  prevention  of  hemorrhage ;  but  under  a  sudden  extra- 
ordinary  impulse  of  circulation,  or  a  vic^ent  concussion  ab  extemo, 
is  liable  to  be  ruptured  and  give  passage  to  the  blood.  If  however 
an  interval  of  six  hours  be  suffered  to  elapse  after  the  removal  of  the 


''  ^  This  septum  is  concealed  by  the  cylindrical  coagula  of  blood 
which  adUiere  to  it  intimately." 
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l^ature,  the  aasoe  violence  is  not  followed  by  hemerrbage,  althoegk 
no  coagulum  of  blood  be  formed. 

'^  4thly.  The  cjUndrical  ooaffulum  of  blood  supporting  the  scp« 
film  of  lympK  is  an  additions  preventive  to  hemorrhage  under 
WLtraordinaiy  impulses.  It  may  be  formed  at  twelve^  or  may  not  be 
formed  at  twenty-four  hours ;  the  nearest  collateral  branch  'being 
equally  distant^  and  the  obstruction  equally  complete  in  both  cases* 

"  5thly.  A  period  of  twelve  hours  is  sufficient  for  the  obstroc- 
^on  of  the  vessel  by  lymph^  so  as  to  admit  of  the  removal  of  the 
ligature>  and  the  wound  or  division  of  the  artery  without  danger  of 
hemorrhace* 

**  Gddy.  The  addition  of  the  pressure  of  the  ligature  to  die 
wound  wluch  it  inflicts^  accelerates  tne  adhesive  process ;  thus  with- 
in a  certain  limit,  the  earlier  the  removal  of  the  ligature,  the  mere 
semote  ia  the -period  of  obstruction.  If  applied  for  six  hours,  it  is 
unsafe  to  open  the  artery  in  less  than  twenty-foiur  hours  ;  if  fac 
twelve  hours,  the  artery  may  be  opened  immediately. 

"  7thly.  The  ligature  applied  for  twelve  hours  upon  the  tnm* 
cated  artery,  is  equ^y  safe  as  upon  that  which  is  continuous. 

"  8thly.  The  ooagulum  of  blood  is  larger  and  more  esEtensive  itt 
fjie  truncated  than  in  the  continuous  artery,  and  is  not  bounded  by 
collateral  vessels,  but  extends  into  them ;  probably  owing  to  the 
feebler  propagation  of  the  heart's  impulse  along  the  divided  and 
retracted  vessel,  and  the  consequently  greater  quiescence  of  the  fluid 
blood."— pp.  641-5. 

The  author  having  so  fai*  determined  the  above  point,  next 
endeavoured,  by  another  set  of  experiments,  to  ascertain  the 
m^t  of  the  compressor  comparatively  with  the  ligature.  This 
instrument  has  been  much  employed  on  the  Continent ;  and 
Professor  Asalini,  in  particular,  entertains  a  decided  preference 
for  it  in  the  operation  for  aneurism.  Mr.  Travers*  experi- 
ments led  him  to  form  a  difiercnt  opinion. 

"  1.  The  compressor,  like  the  ligature,  effects  the  obliteratioa  ol 
an  artery, by  exciting  inflammation  upon  its  internal  tunic. 

''  2.  The  operation  of  the  compressor  differs  from  that  of  tlie  K* 
gatore  in  not  producing  a  Ission  of  the  inner  coats^  and  tfaenfoi^ 
exciting  inflammation  upon  a  continuous  surface. 

**  8*  The  operation  of  the  compressor  is  slower  than  that  of  tli* 
ligatmre.  The  former  applied  for  thirty  hours,  leaves  an  inflamou* 
tory  blush,  or  a  pellicle  of  lymph,  upon  the  inner  coat,  whfle  tb* 
latter  applied  for  only  twelve  hours,  is  found  to  have  obstructed  the 
vemA  by  lymph :  again,  the  former  applied  for  six  hours  has  |iro- 
disced  no  apparent  sign  of*  the  adhesive  process,  when  examined  at 
the  and  of  seventy  hours ;  whereas  the  latter  applied  for  the  aam* 
time,  and  examined  after  Uie  same  interval,  is  found  to  have  effiBCted 
the  oomplete  obstruction  of  the  artery. 

"  4h  TThe  effusion  of  lymph  after  the  application  of  the  oomprea* 
sor,  where  the  obstruction  of  the  artery  nas  been  accomplished,  il 
ilk  moMT,  to  the  extent  of  the  part  compressed,  which  is  marked  by 
a  deep  indentation  of  the  walls  of  tlie  vessel  to  which  the  lymph 
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tmfy  fttifaeres.    TIm  matB  is  of  least  firmness  in  the  ceutre^  where  it 
is  nuxed  with  the  red  particles  c^the  blood. 

"  5.  The  application  of  the  compressor  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
five  hours  is  followed  by  a  sloughy  state  of  the  external  cpat  of  the 
vessel. 

"  6.  The  compressor  left  upon  the  artery  is  liberated  by  ulcera- 
tion in  about  four  days ;  the  adjoining  portions  of  the  ressel,  being 
previously  secured  by  iJie  adhesive  process,  present  solid  conicu 
extremities.  The  efiacement  of  the  compressed  portion  of  artery  is 
comnlete;  and  ^e  appearances  correspond  precisely  with  tnose 
proauced  by  the  application  of  two  ligatures,  distant  half  an  inch^ 
more  or  less,  upon  a  portion  of  artery  denuded  of  its  sheath,  in 
which  the  interval  sloughs  and  disappears.  I  maj  observe,  that 
where  the  vessel  is  left  oiidetached  from  its  sheath  m  the  interval  of 
the  ligatures,  the  tube  remains,  and,  although  shrunk,  continues  to 
be  nourished. 

*'  7.  The  organization  by  blood-vessels,  of  the  lymph  obstruct- 
ing  the  tube,  is  distinctly  visible  in  a  fortnight  after  the  applicatioa 
of  die  ligature  or  compressor." — ^p.  641—650. 

But  it  may  happen  that  a  branch  is  contiguous  to  the  part 
where  the  ligature  is  applied  ;  in  which  case  it  became  essential 
to  determi^ie  whether  tne  removal  of  the  ligature  in  this  case  can 
be  effected  with  equal  secuaty  as  when  no  branch  is  near  it. 
To  determine  this  [joint  also,  our  author  deidsed  andexecuted 
a  third  set  of  experiments,  from  which  he  infers, 

'^  1.  That  after  the  proper  application  of  the  ligature,  the  adhe« 
vtve  process  is  ef^tablished  in  equal  time  in  an  arterial  trunk,  whether 
ttH  branches  are  contiguous  or  remote,  and  of  course  independently 
of  the  fluidity  of  the  blood. 

**  2.  That  the  obstruction  of  a  vessel  by  lytuph  is  a  sufficient 
safeguard  from  hemorrhage  in  ordinary  circumstances,  and  the  ab« 
seiice  or  slow  formation  of  a  clot  appears  to  be  referrible  to  some 
other  cause  besides  the  proximity  of  a  branch." — p.  660. 

From  the  consideration  of  all  his  experiment^  our  author 
is  of  opinion  that  a  ligature  is  not  requisite  to  be  retained  longer 
than  seventy  hours ;  in  which  time,  in  general,  the  *^  recent 
obstruction  is  complete  :^  but  if  longer  retained,  it  is  apt  to 
induce  an  ulcerative  process,  tedious  and  not  always  free  from 
danger. 

We  cannot  too  highly  admire  the  modesty  of  Mr.  Trayera» 
in  yet  refraining  from  pressing  the  practical  application  of  the 
faets  and  deductions  he  has  thus  brought  forward.  It  is  an 
example  worthy  of  imitation,  as  nothing  marks  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  present  generation  more  strongly,  than  the 
hastily  drawing^general  inferences  from  a  scanty  stock  of  facts. 

The  volume  ends  mth  a  note  **0n  th€  Vh  of  Nitrate  of 
Silver  for  the  Deteetion  of  Arsenic^  by  Dr.  Marcet.  The 
2)octor  observes  that  an  objection  has  been  raised  to  his  mod« 
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of  detecting  arsenic  by  nitrate  of  silver,  on  the  ground  that  if 
any  alkaline  phosphate,  or  phosphoric  acid  be  present,  a  yellow 
precipitate  is  formed,  similar  to  that  produced  by  arsenic  when 
nitrate  of  silver  is  employed  as  a  re-agent,  and  having  the  pro- 

?srty  of  being  soluble  both  in  nitric  acid  and  in  ammonia, 
hosphate  of  silver,  however,  he  observes,  is  easily  distinguish- 
able  ^^  from  the  arsenical  sail""  by  its  not  yielding  a  white  smoke, 
<<  or  a  crystalline  sublimate,*^  wnen  exposed  to  heat  in  a  tube; 
**  and  by  its  forming  on  charcoal,^^  when  urged  by  the  blow-pipe, 
*'  a  greenish  vitreous  globule,  which  is,  comparatively,  of  very 
difficult  reduction.'* 

In  juridical  cases  it  should  always  be  remembered,  as  our 

auth6r  justly  remarks,  that  the  experiinenhim  cruets  b  the  heating 

*  of  the  yellow  precipitate  with  a  little  powdered  charcoal  and  dry 

alkali  m  a  tube ;  when,  if  arsenic  be  present,  a  metallic  pellicle 

will  shew  itself  on  the  inside  of  the  glass. 

The  general  correctness  with  which  this  volume  is  printed^ 
is  highly  creditable  to  the  Council.     The  plates  are  excellent 


11. 

Traiie  dea  Poistms  tiris  de$  Regnes  Mineral^  Vigetaiy  et  Amnud^ 
ou  Toxkologie  Generate^  conaidSree  sous  lea  Rapports  dc  la 
Pbyaiologu^  dt  la  PathologUy  et  de  la  Midecine  legale.  Par 
M.  P.  OaFiLA,  M  JD.  &C.  &c.  Tome  second,  8vo.  pp.  OSS- 
Paris,  1815. 

The  value  of  the  first  volume  of  this  work,  which  we  had 
the  satisfaction  of  introducing  to  the  notice  of  British  practi- 
tioners^ was  too  justly  appreciated,  not  to  excite  a  general 
anxiety  for  the  appearance  of  the  second. 

Looking  at  it,  generally,  it  is  perhaps  less  interesting 
than  its  i>recursor,  but  it  is  not  less  important  in  a  medic^ 
point  of  view ;  and  if  we  are  to  estimate  the  comparative  value 
of  the  two  by  the  judgment,  the  skill,  and  the  labour  which 
have  been  requisite  for  their  formation,  the  balance  will  un- 
doubtedly preponderate  in  favour  of  that  whtch  is  under 
immediate  consideration.  In  the  Report  made  to  the  French  In- 
atitutioQ  by  M.M.  Percy.  Pinel,  and  Vauquelin^  Members  df  the 
Class  of  Physical  and  Mathematical  Sciences,  who  were  afh 
painted  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  this  volume  of  the  Toxi- 
^^oiogy,  we  are  informed,  that  it  has  exacted  the  unremittinff  la» 
boujr  of  three  years,  the  performance  of  more  than  eight  hundred 
experiments,  and  that  its  author  has  often  been  oUiged  to  sit 
|ip  for  whole  nights,  in  order  to  watch  die  changes  produced 
pu  the  animals  submitted  to  the  operation  of  the  different 


Orfila'«  Traiii  dts  Poisons,  ^.  323 

poisons.  To  which  if  we  add  the  disgust  neoessaiily  attendiDff 
these  expenrnentSy  and  the  sacrifice  of  natural  feeling  which 
the^  demanded,  we  shall  Iiave  some  idea  of  the  debt  of  gratitude 
whfch  is  due  from  the  pubUc  to  Al.Orfila  for  these  two  last  parts 
of  his  work'  In  performing  our  duty  as  Reviewers,  we  propose 
to  enter  as  minutely  into  the  subject,  and  follow  the  steps  of 
the  author  as  closely  as  in  our  analysis  of  the  former  parts ;  so 
as,  in  some  measure,  to  give  a  concise  abridgment  of  the  vo- 
lume. We  are  fully  aware  that  the  similarity  of  the  operation 
of  many  of  the  substances  treated  of  ofi  the  animal  economy, 
and  the  short  notices  which  our  limits  oblige  us  to  give  of 
them,  may  render  our  laliours  dry  and  monotonous :  but  these 
circumstances  cannot  diminish  die  interest  of  any  details  calcu- 
lated to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  Science,  to  those  who  regard 
it  as  an  honour  to  rank  as  her  votaries.     But  to  our  task« 

This  volume,  like  tlie  former,  is  divided  hitd  two  parts ; 
comprehending,  1st,  the  class  of  acrid  poisons;  2dly,  of  narcotic 
poisons ;  3dly,  of  narcoto-acrid  poisons ;  4thly,  of  septic  poi- 
«)ns ;  and  concludes  with  the  second  secticm  of  the  entire  work, 
which  treats  of  poisoning  considered  in  a  general  point  of  view.  ^ 
We  proceed  to  examine  each  of  these  in  detail. 

The  acrid  poisotis  form  the  tliird  class  of  our  author^s  gene- 
ral arrangement  of  poisons.  It  contains  those  substances 
which  have  a  more  or  less  caustic  taste,  and,  when  applied  to 
the  skin,  excite  inflammation,  often  accompanied  with  plyctenie 
and  abrasions  of  the  epidermis,  terminating  in  suppuration. 
When  taken  into  the  stomach  their  effects  are  very  similar  to 
those  produced  by  the  corrosive  poisons. 

The  greater  number  of  the  substances  in  this  class  of  poi- 
sons belongs  to  tlie  vegetable  kingdom.  In  treating  of  them, 
M.  Orfila  nrst  gives  tlie  botanical  characters  of  the  phnt  under 
consideration,  and  the  physical  qualities  of  the  part  usually 
employed;  and  then  details  his  experiments  with  it  upon  the  oni- 
mal  oeoonomy ;  adding  cases  illustrative  of  its  poisonous  effects. 
In  following  him  we  shall  omit  the  botanical  cnaracters,  unless 
of  those  plants  which  have  not  been  previously  described. 

Of  White  Hellebore  (veratrum  album).  The  root,  which  Is 
the  part  employed,  has  an  acrid,  bitter,  disagreeable  taste^ 
exciting  heat  in  the  throat. 

Tq  display  its  action  upon  the  animal  (Boonon^y,  M.  Orfila 
detuls  seven  experiments.  In  .the  first,  two  grains  and  a  half 
of  the  dry  pulverized  root  were  given  to  a  snudl  dog.  In  five 
minutes  it  excited  violent  vomiting;  in  two  hours  and  a  half 
the  respiration  was  laboured,  the  mouth  filled  with  froth,  and 
the  ammal  staggered  as  if  vertiginous.  XhiB  ptnte  continued 
next  day,  but  an  the  morning  of  the  following  he  was  perfectly 
welL    in  the  second  experiment,  the  cesopbagus  of  a  strong 
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dog  was  detached,  and  an  opening  made  in  it,  through  which 
two  grmns  of  the  hellebore  powder,  inclosed  in  a  piece  of  paper, 
being  introduced  into  the  stomach,  it  was  tied  below  the  open- 
ing. In  two  hours  violent  efforts  tq  iomit  were  made ;  in  eight 
hours  the  animal  was  vertiginous,  and  died  in  two  hours  after- 
wards. On  dissection  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach, 
the  duodenum  and  jejunum  displayed  marks  of  inflammation, 
but  was  without  any  trace  of  ulceration.  There  was  no  seni^- 
ble  alteration  in  any  other  organ. 

In  the  third  and  fourth  experiments,  the  powdered  helle- 
bore was  applied  to  a  wound  made  in  the  thigh,  and  the  dogs 
muzzled  to  prevent  them  from  licking  the  part.   When  twenty 

Sains  were  thus  applied,  nearly  the  same  symptoms,  as  when 
e  poison  was  swallowed,  were  observed  to  talce  place ;  with 
the  addition  of  convulsions,  dilatation  («f  the  pupils,  and  other 
marks  of  the  brain  being  strongly  affected ;  ana  the  dog  died. 
On  dissection  an  hour  after  death, 

''a  slight  oeciUatoiy  movement  was  noticed  in  the  heart;  the  blood  in 
the  ventricles  was  nuid;  the  lungs  were  goreed  with  blood,  wereles« 
crepitant  than  in  a  heidthy  state,  and  studded  with  black  blotches. 
On  the  interior  of  the  rectum  were  many  red  blotches ;  but  neither 
the  wound  nor  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  was  much 
inflamed."-^p.  4. 

We  are  rather  surprized  that  the  briua  was  not  examined 
in  this  rase. 

In  the  fifth  experiment,  a  filtered  infusion,  obtained  by 
treating  an  ounce  of  white  hellebore  with  boiling  water,  was 
introduced  into  the  stomach  of  a  strong  dog,  and  the  oesopha* 
gus  tied.  Nearly  the  same  symptoms  occurred  as  when  the 
powder  was  used ;  and  dissection  displayed  similar  effects,  ex- 
cept that  the  stomach  was  found  to  contain  a  great  quantity  of 
thick  mucus. 

That  the  poisonous  effects  result  from  that  portion  of  the 
root  which  is  soluble  in  water,  was  proved  by  the  two  reman- 
ing experiments,  in  which  the  residue  of  the  powder  after  decoc- 
ticMi  was  employed,  without  producing  any  deleterious  symptoms. 

Cases  are  quoted  from  Etmulterj  Schreder,  Hehnonty  and 
Vicat^  to  iHustrate  the  poisonous  effects  of  ^hite  hellebore  on 
tl^e  human  body,  both  when  externally  applied,  and  when  taken 
into  the  stomacn ;  and  the  following  curious  remark  is  quoted ; 

m 

**  TkSophraste  dit  que  les  vignes  dans  lesquelles  il  crait  de  Tel- 
lebore  Uanc  donnent  un  vin  qui  fait  uriner."— p.  7« 

Of  Black  Hellebore  (Helleborus  niger).  To  display  the  poi- 
Bonous  qualities  of  this  root,  seven  experiments,  conducted  in  the 
same  ivanner  as  those  with  white  hellebore,  are  detmled.  The 
effects  were  nearly  the  same ;  but  as  the  appearances  on  dis- 
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aection  ditfer,  we  extract  that  of  the  second  experiment,  in 
two  grsins  and  a  half  of  the  powder  were  introduced  into  the 
stomach  of  a  strong  dog,  tlirough  an  opening  into  the  oesopha- 
gus, aod  that  canal  tied  to  prevent  the  ejection  of  the  poison 
by  vomiting. 

"  The  stomach  was  distended  by  a  considerable  quantity  of  a 
pulpy  matter^  in  which  a  part  of  the  powder  unaltered  was  sus- 
pendedj  some  deep-red  points  were  observed  on  tlie  mucous  mem- 
brane; but  in  other  respects  its  colour  was  unchanged:  it  was, 
how*ever,  ulcerated  in  some  places ;  the  ulcers,  which  were  lon^tu- 
dinal  and  short,  being  chiefly  seated  on  the  plaits  in  the  inside  of 
the  stomach.  The  muscular  coat  was  reddish ;  the  villous  coat  of 
a  rose  colour  throughout  its  whole  extent;  and  its  vestels  as  if 
strongly  injected  wiUi  a  blackish  brown  matter.  The  interior  of  the 
duodenum,  the  colon,  and  the  rectum  was  very  red ;  but  the  other 
parts  of  the  intestinal  canal  were  unaltered." — ^p.  9- 

M.  Orfila  remarks,  in  a  note  upon  this  passage,  that  the 
inflammation  of  the  recttttn  is  always  observed,  although  the 
other  parts  of  the  intestinal  canal  remain  unafTected,  when  an 
animal  survives  for  some  hours  the  administration  of  black  hel« 
lebore  root. 

The  following  are  the  conclusions  drawn  from  tlie  exami- 
nation  of  these  two  species  of  vegetable  poison : 

"  1 .  The  pulveri^^ed  root  of  black  and  of  white  hellebore,  when 
s^iplied  to  the  cellular  substance,  is  quickly  absorbed,  and  carried 
into  the  course  of  the  circulation,  producing  violent  vomitings  and 
effects  on  the  nervous  system  similar  to  those  which  nicotics  occa- 
sion, to  a  denee  that  the  animal  soon  sinks  under  them.  2.  Tliat 
their  local  enect  is  inflammation,  but  too  slight  to  occasion  immediate 
death.  3.  That  they  operate  in  a  similar  manner  when  introduced 
into  the  stomach,  but  more  slowly  and  wilh  less  intensity.  4.  That 
death  does  not  always  follow  if  tlie  animals  be  able  to  vomit-;  but 
when  this  cannot  be  effected,  it  is  the  constant  result  of  a  certain 
dose.  5.  That  white  hellebore  root  is  more  active  than  that  of  black 
hellebore.  6.  That  the  poisonous  properties  of  tlie  roois  of  both 
flpecies  of  hellebore  reside  in  those  parts  which  are  soluble  in  water. 
7.  That  the  alkaline  extract,  which  forms  part  of  the  composition 
of  Backer's  tonic  pills,  is  also  very  active." 

From  the  consideration  of  these  conclusions,  we  are  of  opi- 
nion that  it  may  be  fairly  questioned,  whether  M.  Orfila  has 
not  erred  in  classing  these  roots  under  Acrid  Poisons  f 

A  case  of  the  fatal  eflfects  of  foetid  he]lelK)re  is  quoted  from 
the  London  Chronicle  of  17G8 ;  and  a  ca^e  from  the  Oxford  Mt^ 
saadnt  for  March  1770,  in  wliidi  it  i.^  stated,  that  after  taking 
lOBtid  hellebore,  "  the  individual  lost  his  hair,  nails,  and  even 
the  entire  epidennis.'* 
»    OJ  Bryony  (Bryonia  dioicaj.    ^he  root  of  this  plant  con- 
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tuns  a  yery  acrid  juice,  ivbich  may  be  sepamted  ^ther  bj  es» 
pression,  or  by  treating  it  with  water ;  what  remains  is  a  sweet 
and  mild  fecuia.  M.  Orfila  details  three  experiments  with  it  upon 
dc^,  conducted  in  tlie  same  manner  as  those  we  have  already 
described ;  from  which,  comparing  the  facts  with  those  men- 
tioned by  writers  who  have  witnessed  the  effects  of  bryony  on 
the  human  body,  he  concludes : 

*'  1.  That  bryony  root  acts  upon  man  in  the  same  manner  as 
upon  dogs.    2.  That  its  effects  appear  to  depend  more  upon  the  local 
inflammation  it  excites^  and  a  sympathetic  action  on  the  nervous  ays- 
tem,  than  on  its  al^orption.     3.  That  its  deleterious  qualities  retade^ 
in  that  portion  which  is  soluble  in  water." 

**  Of  Elaterium  (Momordica  elaterittm).  The  prepared 
Jwlp  of  the  fruit  of  this  plant  (extnut  d'^elatAium  solide)  dis- 
served in  water  was  employed.  From  three  experiments  upon 
dogs,  in  which  the  substance  was  both  introduced  into  the 
stomach  and  into  a  wound  of  the  thigh,  all  of  which  proved 
'&tal,  M.  Orfila  draws  the  following  conclusions : 

''  I.  That  the  primary  effects  of  Elaterium  depend  on  the  in- 
flammation it  excites  as  much  as  on  its  absorption.  2.  That  the 
sympathetic  affection  of  tlie  nervous  system  is  the  cause  of  the 
death  which  follows  the  admihisiration  or  the  application  of  this 
substance.    3.  That  it  also  exerts  a  particular  action  on  the  rectmn/' 

It  does -not  appear  that  the  dog  experienced  an^  fluid  al- 
vine  discharges,  such  as  usually  follow  the  administration  of  ela^ 
terium,  in  small  doses,  when  employed  as  a  remedy  in  dropy. 

Of  Colocynth  (Cucutnis  colocj/fUhis).  Besides  tlie  detail  of 
six  expcj*imcnts  made  inx>n  dogs,  and  quoting  instances  from 
Fivrdycc^  TulpiuH^  and  Vio^coridcsy  of  its  violent  effects  on  the 
human  body,  the  following;  case  is  subjoined,  which  was  related 
to  M.  Orfila  by  the  individual  who  is  die  subject  of  it : 

*^  Lebret,  a  rag-collector  (chiffonier)^  swallowed  three  ounoes  of 
coloquintida,  in  the  hope  of  curing  a  gonorrhoea,  under  which  he  had 
suffered  for  some  days.  He  was  very  soon  attacked  \Vith  sharp  pains 
in  the  epigastrium^  and  violent  vomiting.  In  two  hours  he  had 
several  abundant  stools;  the  abdomen  was  drawn  up ;  his  vision  be- 
came obscure;  he  heard  with  difficulty;  and  a  slight  d^ree  of 
deb'rium  supervened,  which  was  succeeded  by  vertigo.  He  was 
made  to  drink  plentifully  of  milk,  which  produced  vomiting;  and 
ten  leeches  being  afterwards  applied  to  the  abdomen,  the  symptoms 
gradually  subsided." 

The  conclusions  the  author  draws  from  his  experiments  Are: 

''  1°.  That  the  effects  of  colocyntli  depend  diieffy  on  its  local 
9CtioQ,  and  the  sympatlietic  irritation  of  tiie  nervous  system :  2°: 
That  it  is  nevertheless  absorbed,  carried  into  the  course  of  the  cir- 
culation, and  acts  also  directly  ttpon  that  system  and  upon  the  rectum  : 
S\  That  the  soluble  portion  of  the  poison  and  that  which  is  iiuioIi»» 
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hie,  are  equally  active :  4".  That  it  appears  to  operate  in  the  same 
manner  upon  men  as  upcm  dogs." 

M.  Orfila  explains  in  a  note,  that  the  inflammation  which 
elaterium  and  colocynth  produce  on  the  rectum,  while  the  small 
intestines  appear  nearly  m  a  natural  state,  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  rapidity  with  which  these  substances  traverse  the  small  in* 
testines,  and  their  remaining  longer  in  the  stomach  and  rectum* 

Of  Gamboge,  (gomme-gutte)  ;  a  gum  resin  obtained  from 
the  Stalagmitis  camSogioides.  The  external  characters  of  this 
substance,  and  its  solubility  in  water  and  alcohol,  are  well 
known.  We  may  however  notice,  that  a  solution  in  the 
liquor  potassse,  which  dissolves  it  entirely,  is  not  altered  bj  die 
addition  of  water ;  ^  but  it  is  decomposed  by  the  acids,  which 
throw  down  a  very  beautiful  yellow  precipitate^  soluble  again  in 
an  excess  of  acid.*" 

From  M.  Orfila''8  experiments  with  this  substance  upon 
dogs,  it  appears, 

*'  ir.  That  a  large  dose  of  gamboge  may  be  swallowed  by  dogs 
who  retain  the  power  of  vomiting,  wiuiout  proving  fktaL  2**.  That 
when  they  are  deprived  of  that  power,  death  follows  its  exhibition  ; 
which  does  not  appear  to  depend  on  its  absorption,  but  on  the 
energetic  local  action  it  exerts,  and  the  sympathetic  irritation  of  the 
nervous  system.  3*.  That  it  rapidly  destro3's  life  when  applied  to 
the  cellular  tissue,  and  that  its  efifects  are  analogous  to  tnose  of 
an  extensive  bum,  without  the  production  of  an  eschar." 

Of  Flax^eated  Daphne^  Garou  {DaplmegntdiumJ.  The  bark 
of  tills  plant,  which  is  the  part  employed  in  the  experiments  of 
our  author,  is  generally  in  lon^,  thin,  very  flexible  pieces,  cor 
vered  with  a  shining  brown  epidermis,  and  yellowish  <mi  its  in- 
ternal surface.  This  bark  is  inodorous,  its  fracture  fibrous, 
and  its  taste  acrid  and  burning.  When  taken  into  the  stomach 
of  a  dog,  provided  he  be  prevented  from  vomiting,  and  when 
applied  to  a  wound,  it  proved  equally  fatal.  On  dissection  of 
the  doff  into  wliose  stomach  it  was  introduced,  the  stomach  and 
^hole  intestinal  canal  exhibited  marks  of  the  most  violent  in- 
flammation ;  but  where  the  bark  was  applied  only  to  a  wound, 
no  altemtion  of  tlie  stomach  was  apparent  From  these  expo* 
rimeats  it  is  concluded, 

"  !•.  That  the  bark  of  Daphne  anidium  is  not  absorbed.  2*.  That  li 

produces  a  poweriUl  local  inflammation  and  a  sympathetic  irri« 

lation  of  the  nervous  system,  to  which  the  fatal  effects  that  follow 

its  adnnnistration  are  to  be  attributed.    8**.  That  its  effects  upon 

men  are  similar  to  those  which  it  exerts  upon  dogs." 

< 

The  same  results  followed  the  employment  of  the  daphne 

Wxereum  and  cneorum. 

Of  likihus  (Ricinus  commums  vel  palma  ChrUti).     The 
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lught  and  in  the  shade,  than  upon  its  milky  juice.  He  collected  a 
quantity  of  this  gas  in  a  receiver  covered  with  black  paper,  and 
persuaded  his  brother,  who  was  very  susceptible  of  Uic  effluvia 
of  the  rhus,  to  plunge  his  band  in  it. 

"  As  soon  as  it  was  inunersed^  he  felt  a  burning  sensation,  which 
was  followed  by  inflammation,  induration,  and  swelling  of  the  part. 
The  same  experiment,  repeated  with  gas  collected  at  mid-<iay,  and 
in  a  receiver  exposed  to  tne  sun,  produced  no  such  effect.*' — ^p.  48. 

These  facts,  says  ]M.  Oriila,  tend  to  prove, 

''  1.  That  the  active  part  of  the  Rhus  radicatu,  or  foxicodafdrtm, 
ii  disengaged  in  a  ga%  *ous  state  while  it  does  not  receive  the  direct 
rays  ofuie  sun.  2.  'IJlat  it  operates  like  the  acrid  poisons.  X  That 
ihe  aqueous  extract,  whether  administered  internally  or  applied  to 
the  cdlular  tissue,  produces  local  irritation  followed  by  a  more  or 
less  intense  inflammation ;  and  exerts  a  stupifying  action  on  the 
liervous  system  after  being  absorbed.  4.  That  it  acts  in  a  similar 
manner  when  injected  into  the  jugular  vein." 

The  Rhus  vemix  produces  similar  eflTocts. 

Of  the  Pasqut  Jlower  (Anemone  puhatilla)^  Teigne-oeuf, 
Coquelourde,  Herbe-uu-vent  From  the  author^s  experiments 
md  the  observations  of  other  writers,  it  appears, 

*'  1.  That  the  anemone  piJsaiilla  excites  a  very  violent  inflam- 
mation of  the  parts  witli  which  it  comes  in  contact.  2.  Is  absorbed 
and  carried  into  the  course  of  the  circulation.  5.  Appears  to  stu- 
pify  the  nervous  system.  4.  That  it  probably  also  exerts  an  irri- 
tative action  on  the  lungs  and  stomach.  5.  That  its  deleterious 
properties  reside  in  every  part  of  the  fresh  plant;  and,  6.  That  its 
powers  are  much  weakened,  and  almost  altogether  destroyed,  when 
It  has  been  dried." 

Cases  are  quoted  fn)m  various  autliors  to  shew,  that  Anemone 
pratcnsis^  syfvtstris^  and  nemorosa^  produce  nearly  similar  ef- 
fects; and  M.Orfila  conclude?,  that  it  is  probable  the  A.palmala^ 
narcissifioray  and  ranunculoidcs,  are  equally  poisonous. 

Of  Wolffs  bane,  (Aconitmn  vapellus,)  np])el.  Every  part 
of  this  plant,  when  in  a  recent  state,  produces,  on  being  chewed, 
a  sensation  of  heat  and  pain  in  the  mouth  and  throat. 

The  author'*s  experiments  to  ascertain  the  action  of  aconite 
upon  the  animal  system  are  extremely  interesting.  Eight  were 
made  with  the  extract  purchased  at  tne  shops  of  difi^erent  drug- 
|;ists;  and  although  death  was  the  consequence  of  its  introduction 
into  the  stomach,its  application  to  a  wounded  surface,  and  its  in- 
jection into  the  jugular  vein,  yet  the  effect  was  slowly  produced, 
and  required  the  closes  to  be  considerable.  M.  Oriila  conceiving, 
therefore,  that  this  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  extract  being, 
too  generally,  prejmred  by  evaporating  a  strong  decoction  of 
the  plant  at  a  high  temperature,  and  the  consequent  (Ussipation 
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of  the  volatile  principles,  with  the  decomposition  of  some  of  the 
other  parts,  repeated  his  experiments  with  extract  properly 
prepared  by  M.  Richard,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Phar* 
niacy  at  the  Hopital  de  la  Charite.  On  this  subject  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  are  worthy  of  quotation : 

"  1.  That  extracts,  prepared  by  expressing  the  juice  of  the  firesh 
plant  and  evaporating  it  in  a  water-bath,  are  incomparably  more 
active  than  those  obtamed  by  any  other  process.  2.  That  they  are 
of  a  yellow  colour,  instead  of  being  black,  as  is  the  case  with  those 
found  in  the  shops;  and  which  is  the  consequence  of  decomposition 
by  heat.  3.  That  the  extracts  usually  sold  produce  very  aifferent 
enects  on  the  animal  (£conomy,and'often  possess  no  virtue  whatever.** 

The  niore  powerful  action  of  the  extract  prepared  by  M. 
Richard  was  extremely  evident,  both  in  the  violence  or  The 
cr^ptoms  and  the  shorter  period  in  which  death  was  produced. 
The  principal  symptoms  were,  vomiting,  extreme  mental  agitft^ 
tion,  verti^,  and  convulsions  ;  and  the  appearances  on  open* 
ing  the  body,  when  the  poison  had  been  swallowed^  were  tnose 
of  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and 
duodenum,  and  a  congestion  of  black  coagulated  blood  in  the 
ventricles  of  the  heart.  In  confirmation  of  his  own  experiments, 
others  by  Wepfer,  Bonet,  and  Mr.  Brodie  are  added ;  and  seve- 
ral cases  of  tlie  deleterious  effects  of  the  recent  plant  when  eaten, 
ar6  quoted  from  the  Philosophical  Transactions*,  Malhiolusf, 
Willis:}:,  and  Albertus§,  all  of  which  tend  to  warrant  the  fol* 
lowins;  inferences : 

"  1.  That  the  juice  of  the  leaves  of  aconite  in|roduoed  into  the 
stmtiaeh  or  tlie  rectum,  or  injected  into  the  cellular  tissue  of  doga^ 
excite»  deleterious  effects,  quickly  followed  by  death.  2.  That  tiie 
root  of  the  plant  has  even  a  more  powerful  influence  than  the  juice 
of  the  leaves.  3.  That  the  aqueous  extract  prepared  with  the  re- 
pressed juice  of  the  fresh  plant,  possesses  neai*ly  the  same  poisonous 
properties  as  the  juice  itself;  whilst  it  is  very  considerably  less 
active  when  it  has  been  prepared  with  the  decoction.  4.  That  the 
resinous  extract  is  more  energetic  than  the  watery  extract.  5.  That 
these  different  preparations  are  absorbed,  earned  into  the  circulation, 
and  act  upon  the  nervous  system,  particularly  upon  the  brain,  pro- 
ducing a  Kiiul  of  mental  alienation.  6.  That  they  also  excite  a  local 
irritation  and  an  inflammation  more  or  less  intense.  7.  That  they 
appeair  to  act  in  the  same  manner  upon  men  as  upon  dogs." 

Cases  are  also  quoted  fr^^  different  authors  in  proof  of  the 
poisonous  effects  of  Purple  WolPs  Bane,  Aoonitum  Cammarumi 

•  PhiL  Trans,  vol.  xxxvtB.  p.  287. 

t  Maikiohs,  in  Dioscorid.  ed.  C.  Bowels,  p.  768. 

i  De  Anima  Brutorum,  p.  289. 

§  Jurisptudentia  Medica.  t,  vL  p.  714. 
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Aconiliim  a)ithora,  tTie  root  of  which  was  improperly  regardetf 
bv  the  ancients  as  the  anticlote  of  the  other  species  of  aconite, 
aud  was  therefore  named  wholesome  Woirs-bane ;  and  Aconitom 
fycotonum^  Great  Yellow  Woirs-bane. 

Of  Common  Celandine  (CheKdonium  majus).  Experiment* 
with  the  aqueous  extract  of  this  plant,  both  internally  adniW 
nistered,  and  applied  to  a  wounded  surface,  demonstrated, 

•  '^  1 .  That  its  extract  produces  deleterious  cffeeta,  which  arc  fol* 
lowed  by  death.  S.  That  these  appear  to  depend  equally  on  the 
local  irritation  which  it  exr*ites,  on  absorption,  and  on  its  actioii  on 
the  nervous  system.     3.  That  it  appears  to  act  upon  the  lungs." 

Of  Stavenacre  (Delphinium  alaphyssgria).  From  the  ex- 
periments with  the  seeds  of  this  plant  our  author  concludes, 

"  1.  That  stavesacre  is  not  absorbed ;.  but  its  deleterious  effects 
•rite  from  the  local  irritation  it  produces,  and  a  sympathetic  action 
on  the  nervous  system.  S.  That  the  part  soluble  in  water  is  the 
most  active  }  and  that  its  local  effects  were  more  intense  where  it 
Was  moistened  before  it  was  applied  to  the  cellular  tissue.'* 

In  a  note  M.  Orfila  observes,  that  in  every  instance  where 
the  nervous  system  had  been  affected,  the  brain  was  examined 
after  death ;  but  in  scarcely  any  case  did  that  orgau  appear 
altered  either  in  its  structure,  colour,  or  consistence. 

Of  the  common  Daffodil,  Narcisse  de  pres,  (Nardssus  pseudo^ 
narcismia).     The  experiments  with  this  plant  ascertainea, 

"  1 .  That  the  extract  of  pseitdo  narcittsus  excites  a  local  irrita- 
tion^ but  not  to  afti  intense  degree.  2.  That  it  is  quickly  absorbed^ 
producing  symptoms  that  are  soon  followed  by  death.  3.  That  it 
18  emetic.  4.  That  it  appears  to  act  upon  the  nervom  system,  de- 
stroying the  sensibility,  and  upon  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  sto- 
mach ;  but  its  action  is  most  energetic  when  it  is  applied  to  the  cel- 
lular tissue." 

Of  Hemlock  Dropu'ort  (.^nanthc  crocata).  Tliis  plant 
has  frequently  been  eaten  by  mistake  for  parsley.  From  the 
numlier  of  cases  of  its  fatal  effects  on  record,  M.  Oriila  co»- 
ceived  that  any  further  experiments  were  unnecessary  to  prove 
its  poisonoua  properties ;  and  has,  therefore,  merely  quoted 
several  of  these  from  various  sources.  It  excites  a  very  great 
local  irritation,  and  acts  also  very  powerfuliy  upon  the  nervous 
«3'steni. 

Two  cases  of  the  fatal  effects  of  the  root  of /Euanthe  /htulosa 
are  also  related. 

Of  Hedge  Hyssop  (Gratiola  offlcf'hahs).  M.  Orfihi  details 
six  experiments  made  upon  dogs  witli  tlie  extract  of  this  plant ; 
from  which  it  appears, 

"  1.  That  it  induces  an  acute  local  irritation.  12.  That  it  is 
apparently  not  absorbed^  but  synipatlictically  afii^ta  the  nervous- 
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system.    3.  Tluit  it  is  much  mare  active  when  injected  into  tbv 


veuiiL," 


Of  Jatropha  curcawy  pignon  cTInde. — ^This  species  of  Ja- 
tropha  is  a  native  of  the  warmest  parts  of  America;  and,  Iik« 
the  greater  part  of  the  ^nus,  possesses  very  powerful  poison- 
ou)i  qualities.  The  seeds  are  oval,  oblong.,  convex  on  oneside, 
and  obscurely  angular  on  the  other,  nearly  cylindrical,  and 
surrounded  with  two  tunica,  the  exterior  of  which  is  cru6- 
taceous,  friaUe,  and  black.  The  kernel,  when  merely  pressed 
between  the  (injurs,  exudes  an  oily  matter* 

Four  experiments  made  upon  dugs  with  these^eeds,  proved, 

''  1.  That  they  possess  very  powerful  poisonous  pn^ertiea* 
^^  That  they  are  apparently  not  absorbed ;  but  their  decudly  effects 
depend  on  the  intensity  di  tlie  inflammation  they  exdte^  and  their 
sympathetic  action  on  Uie  nervous  system.  3^  That  they  act  more 
violently  when  introduced  into  the  stomachy  than  when  applied  to 
the  cellular 'tissue." 

The  poisonous  effects  of  Jatropha  ma?ii%of  and  multifijia  ar« 
also  noticed. 

Of  S^viLL  (Scilla  maritima),  T}>e  poisonous  eflecta  <£ 
squill,  even  when  employed  in  small  doses  as  a  diuretic,  has  oc* 
casionally  been  productive  of  symptoms,  which  could  only  he 
explained  on  the  supposition  of  its  operating  as  a  poison* 
From  the  experiments  of  our  author  upon  dogs,  lie  concludes, 

• 

"  I*.  That  the  fatal  effects  of  squill  depend  chiefly  on  its  ab* 
wrption  and  consequent  action  on  the  nervous  system.  2^  That  Ihc 
lungs  do  not  suffer  any  organic  change ;  the  accelerated  respiration 
apparently  depemling  on  nervous  influence.  3^.  Local  irritation* 
however,  is  excited,  which  is  the  more  intense  the  more  slowly  tlie 
animal  dies.     4^.  That  it  often  excites  nausea  and  vomiting." 

Of  IVail  Pepper  Median  (Sedum  acre)^  joubarbe  des  toits. 
Large  doses  of  the  juice  of  this  plant  given  to  dogs  produce 
death  by  exciting  a  powerful  local  irritation  and  consequent  in- 
jury of  the  nervous  system. 

Of  Meadow  Crowfoot  (Banunculus  acri*),  Renoneule  def 
pres.  Almost  the  whole  genus  Ranunculus  possesses  acrid  And 
poisonous  properties,  ana  destroys  life  when  taken  kitotlia 
stomaclu      This  species,  when  api^iied  to  the  temples,  excites 

Seat  pain,  an  insupportable  heat,  and  stiffens  and  uldrates 
e  joints  whenever  it  is  applied  to  them. 
K.  ScdenUuMj  Marsh  Crow-loot,  ^  is  ^nploycd,^  says  our 
author,  ^'  by  the  mendicants  on  the  Continent  to  produce  ulcen 
for  the  purpose  of  exciting  compassion.^    Plem:k  and  fraft 
proved  its  poisonous  properties  by  giving  it  to  dogs. 

R.  Flammula^  small  Spear  Wort,  is  equally  acnd  and  poisoiv 
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nous.     '*  Whole  flocks  have  perished  from  having  gtazed,  in 
tpnog^  where  this  plant  abouncied.^ 

Tne  other  speaes, '  the  poisonous  qualities  of  which  liave 
been  determinea,  are — R.  hdbosuBj  ficaria^  ihora^  arvensiSj  al* 
festriSf  pQlyanthemasy  tlb/ricus,  aai'aticusy  aquatilis,  platanifolius^ 
hryniusj  and  sardous.  All  these  species  of  Banunculus  and 
their  extracts  excite, 

"  P.  Acute  inflammation  of  the  surface  to  whidi  they  are  ap» 
plied.  9^.  Their  fatal  effect  results  from  the  sympathetic  action  oa 
tfie  nervous  system.    5^  They  do  not  appear  to  be  absorbed." 

The  remaining  vegetable  acrids  are  very  succinctly  treated 
of:  we  will,  thererore,  do  little  more  than  name  them.   They  are, 

L  Rhodo-dendnm  cry^anlAtmi.  Grolden-flowered  Rhododen- 
dron. The  strong  decoction  acts  as  an  emetic,  and  inflames  the 
surface  to  which  it  is  applied.  R.  ferrugineum  is  equally  poi- 
sonous. 

2.  Fritillaria  imperialtSy  Crown  imperial.  This  plant  is 
regarded  as  extremely  acrid  by  many  autliors.^  M.  Orfila  gave 
it  to  dogs,  who  died  m  less  than  sixty  hours  afterwards  7  but 
•*  we  could  not  discover,''  says  he,  **  the  smallest  trace  of  red- 
ness or  inflammation  of  the  alimentary  canal.*^ 

3.  Pedicularis  palusirisj  Marsh  Louse- Wort,  according  to 
Gleditsch  and  Gunner,*  proves  fatal  to  sheep  and  kine, 

4.  Cyclamen  £tirq/>«ion,  European  Sow-bread,  is  a  virulent 
poison^  exciting  violent  vomiting  and  hypercatharsis,  both 
when  swallowea  and  when  it  is  applied  externally  to  the  navel. 

5.  Plumbago  £uro/wca,  European  Lead- Wort.  **.Sauvage 
States  tliat  the  workmen  employed  in  extracting  a  yellow  pig- 
ment from  this  plant,  cannot  continue  their  work  more  tnan 
six  hoilrs  without  experiencing  acute  head-ache.'' 

6.  Seeds  of  sabadilla  inflame  the  surface  to  wliich  they  are 
applied. 

7.  Colchicum  autumnale.  Meadow  Saffron.  A  variety  of 
contradictory  opinions  exist  with  regard  to  the  deleterious  pro* 
perties  of  this  plant ;  and  our  author  remarks  that  he  has  given 
two  or  three  01  the  recent  bulbs,  bruised,  to  dogs,  in  the  month 
of  June,  without  any  sensible  effect  being  produced. .  It 
is,  however,  undoubted  that  a  large  dose  of  the  recent  bulb  has 
produced  vomiting,  purging,  inflammation  of  the  stomach  and 
mwtSs,  and  deatli.  M.  Orfila  does  not  seem  to  be  aware  that 
k  is  the  active  ingredient  in  the  eau  medtcinate* 

8.  Convolvulus  9cammonea^  Scammony,  in  an  over  dose, 
produces  ulceration  of  the  stomach. 

9.  Ceri3era  ahovdt  The  fruit  of  this  plant  is  very  delete- 
wmsi  and  the  wood,  thrown  into  a  pond,  poisons  fish.  The 
fruit  of  C.  mangiiqs  is  acrid  and  emetic. 

10.  Cynanchum  ercctuviy  and  vinUaley  are  both  poisonous. 
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11.  Lobelia  syphilitica,  Blue  Cardinal  Flower,  is  acrid, 
emetic,  and  purgative.  L.  lAmgiJlora  is  called  in  Spanish 
rabientu  CavaLlos^  because  it  kills  horses. 

12.  Apocynum  andro^asmijhlium,  cannabimim,  and  venctum^ 
Fly  catching,  hemp-leaved,  and  spear-leaved  Dogbane,  yield  4 
xniiky  juice,  which  inflames  and  ulcerates  the  skm. 

13.  Asclepios  g^gwKtea,  Tall  Swallow  Wort.  Its  juioe, 
according  to  Bauhm,  produces  a  mortal  baemorrhagy :  and  A. 
vincttoxicum  kills  dogs,  by  exciting  inflammation  of  tlieir  sto- 
machs. 

14v  Hydrocotile  vulgaris^  Marsh  Penny  Wort,  has  a  veiy 
acrid  taste,  and  appears  to  be  deleterious. 

15.  Clematis  viialba^flammulay  recta,  and  irUegrifolia.  All 
these  species  of  clematis  produce  pustules  ana  excoriations 
when  applied  to  the  skin,  and  a  fatal  inflammation  of  tlie  sto- 
mach when  swallowed. 

1 6.  Pastinaca  sativa.  Wild  Parsnep.  Its  root  prod  uces  vertigo 
and  delirium,  with  heat  in  tlie  stoamdi,  mouth,  and  eyes,  and 
swelling  of  the  lips.  ' 

17.  Sa^Ianthus  (Scleranthus?)  ftai<{r£rgt>nu5, /or^Aro/tYy  and 
glandulosusy  arc  acrid,  and  said  to  be  poisonous. 

18.  P!i}'toIacca  deea7t</ra,  branching  Phytolacca,  when  full 
grown,  is  acrid,  and  produces  vomiting  and  purging. 

19.  Croton  tiglium.  One  grain  of  the  seeds  of  this  plant 
purges.     The  oil  expressed  from  them  is  very  acrid. 

20.  Arum  mactUatum^  dracunculusy  dracontium,  coloearia^ 
tsculcntum,  virginicum,  arborescens^  and  aeguinum,  are  all  acrid. 
A  case  is  related  irom  BuUiard^s  Histoire  des  Plantes  venenatse$ 
de  la  Prance,  of  three  children  who  had  eaten  fi*eely  of  tlie  leaves 
of  the  macttlatum.  They  were  seized  with  horrible  convulsions 
and  swelling  of  the  tongue.  Two  of  them  died ;  but  the  thirds 
who  was  stronger,  was  saved  by  bleedings,  and  plentiful  dilu- 
tion, with  tepid  water  and  olive  oil. 

21  •  CsHa  palusiris.     The  root  has  a  burning  taste. 

From' the  consideration  of  the  vegetable  acrids,  M.  Orffla 
passes  to  that  of  Nitrate  of  Potass,  the  deleterious  and  c&em^ 
ratal  effects  of  which  in  large  doses  has  been  long  known  to  prac- 
titioners of  medicine:  in  farther  proof,  however,  of  wiiii^ 
four  experiments  upon  dog^  and  several  cases  from  the  writings 
of  different  authors,  are  brought  forward.  The  general  symp- 
toms arc,  cardialgia,  nausea,  painful  vomitings,  purgingf  con* 
vulsions,i$yncope,  feeble  pulse,  and  cold  extremities,  tearingpains 
of  the  stomach  and  lower  belly,  laborious  respiration,  and  death. 
Dissection  exhibits  extensive  inflanmiation  of  the  stomach  and 
intesUnes.     From  these  facts  our  author  concludes, 

"  1.  That  nitrate  of  potass  introduced  into  the  stomach  of  dogs 
or  of  men,  acts  like  tlie  acrid  or  the  corrosive  poisons.    2.  That  it 
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cccwiong  death  when  it  is  taken  in  doses  of  two  or  three  drachms 
(gros),  and  is  not  vomited.  3.  That  it  appears  to  act  directly 
iipon  the  mucous  membrane  d  the  alimentary  canal^  and  subbc- 
quently  upon  the  nervous  system^  producing  stupefaction.  4.  That 
it  is  not  absorbed  when  applied  to  the  cellular  tissue^  and  conse- 
quently in  this  case  produces  only  local  effects*  5.  That  the  opinion 
of  ToorteUej  a  physician  at  Bensan^on,  who  believes  that  this  salt 
^lerates  like  the  otlier  neutral  salts,  is  not  admissibie.'^ 

Of  Chlorine^  (Gaz  uiuriatique  oxygeue,  clilore^    After 

S'nng  a  sketch  of  the  chemical  relations  of  this  gas,  M.  Oriila 
lustrates  its  action  on  the  animal  ceoonomy  by  the  detail  of 
two  experiments  upon  dogs,  and  adepts  the  opinion  of  Nysten^ 
Ihat  it  IS  not  absorbed  wlien  respired  pure ;  and  appears  to  kill 
the  animal  by  its  powerful  local  irritation  of  tbe  broncliiac,  death 
taking  place*  before  the  asphyxia  from  black  bliNxl  can  occur. 
Three  experiments  are  added  to  sliew,  that  when  dissolved  in 
water  it§  eiiects  are  analogous  to  those  of  the  other  mineral  adds 

Of  Nitrous  Acid  Gas  (Gaz  Acide  Nitreux).  A  case  is 
quoted  from  the  Divtionnairc  des  Saences  Medicales^  of  a  manu- 
itacturer  of  aquap-fortis,  who  was  killed  b^  inhaling  accidculally 
this  gas.  Our  author  adopts  the  foltowuig  rationale  of  its  ope- 
ration : 

"  Nitrous  acid  ga^,  which  is  composed  of  nitrous  gas  and  oxygen, 
appears  to  act,  1  st,  by  irritating  powerinlly  the  bronchise  and  small 
auinronary  vessels.;  2dly^  by  producing  a  change  in  the  blood  ana« 
Jogous  to  that  produced  by  nitrous  gas." 

Liquid  nitrous  acid  acts  in  the  same  manner  as  niiric  acid. 

Of  Sulphurous  Acid  Gas^  (Gaz  Acide  Sulfureux,)  is  extricated 
when  sulphur  is  burnt  in  the  open  air,  or  in  oxygen  gas,  and 
is  as  deleterious  as  the  tbriner  when  respired^  producing  death 
by  the  irritation  it  excites  in  the  lungs. 

Our  author  next  takes  a  view  of  the  symptoms  tliat  cliarac- 
teinzethe  administration  of  the  acrid  poiinms,  and  the  injuries 
of  tissue  produced  bv  them,  particularizing  those  of  the  mouth, 
CBsophagus,  and  alimentary  canal,  the  lungs^  the  heai%  and 
the  brain;  anil. concludes* 

"  1.  That  in  a  case  of  poisoning,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  de« 
termine  from  the  simple  lesion  of  the  internal  organs^  whether  the 
poison  employed  belonged  to  the  clsiss  of  the  acrid  or  that  of  the 
canosive  poisons.  ^.  Tliat  even  if  it  be  ascertained  by  chembtry  that 
she  poison  did  not  belong  to  the  class  of  corrosives,  and  that  it  un* 
doubtedly  belonged  to  tlie  class  of  acrids,  it  cannot  be  decided  by  tlie 
fxamination  of  tne  body  alone,  what  particular  poison  producea  the 
fatal  event,  the  local  effects  oi*  all  the  acrids  beuig  nearly  tlie  sanie* 
S*  That  by  attending  to  the  degree  of  inflammation,  however,  we 
may  sscertain  that  the  poison  has  not  been  a  narcotic  or  narcoto-acrid> 
as  the  inflammation  excited  by  these  is  comparatively  very  slight" 

Some  excellent  observations  follow  on  the  general  action  of 
acrid  substances  upon  the  animal,  which  we  regret  our  limits 
'  prevent  us  from  abridging. 


Onfila's  traiie  &»  Pinstms^  ^c,  SS7 

Willi  regard  to  treatment  of  poisoning  by  the  acrid  })6ison8, 
our  author  commences  his  inquiry  by  the  question— **Existe^t«iI 
^uelque  antidote  des  poisons  acres  ?^  In  reply  he  remarks, 
that  if  we  are  to  consider  a  counter-poison  only  as  a  substance 
capable  of  decomposing  the  poison  in  tlie  stomach,  and  tbrmin^ 
it  mto  a  new  and  inert  compound,  we  mi^st, admit  that  there  is 
no  antidote  fur  the  acrid  poisons,  owing  to  these  being  derived 
chiefly  from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  the  analysis  of  tlie  subjects 
of  which  is  too  Tittle  advanced  toenaUe  us  to  ascertain  the  natuTe 
of  the  poisons  thej  contain,  and  consequently  the  re-agents  ne-* 
cessary  for  their  decomposition.  It  is  not,  however,  impossible 
that  Chemistry  may  still  surmount  this  obstacle.  ^'  Quefle  est 
donc,*^  l>e  demands,  '^  la  conduite  que  doit  tenir  le  medecin 
4ippele  pour  une  maladie  de  ce  genre P^  The  foliowing  is  tho 
mode  he  proposes. 

If  the  poison  liave  produced  acute  inflopimation  and  conse- 
quent sympathetic  affection  of  the  nervous  system,  the  antiphlo. 
gistic  treatment  should  be  adopted,  after  liaymg  encouraged 
romitang  by  means  of  copious  dTilution  with  tepid  mucilaginous 
fluids  and  even  cold  water.  Emetics,  vinegar,  and  every  sub- 
stance which  can  in  any  degree  augment  tne  irritation  of  the 
parts  already  overexcited,  must  be  avoided.  If  tlie  vomiting 
uecame  violent,  some  drops  of  laudanum  (de  laudanum  liquide, 
de  Sydenham)  should  be  given,  and  the  same  means  cm])ioyed 
as  our  author  recommended  in  cases  of  poisoning  by  the  corro- 
sive<  poisons. 

If  the.  poison  beof  tlie  number  of  those  which  are  rapidly 
absorbed,  and  powerfully  affect  the  nervous  system,  producing 
stupor  .and  coma^  cofiee  and  small  doses  of  camphor  sliouki  be 
exhibited ;  and  if  these  remedies  be  rejected  we  should  resort 
to  glysters  and  frictions,  and  demulcent  beverages.  But  if  a 
poisonous  substance  of  the  nature  we  are  considering  docs  not 
excite  vomiting,  a  circumstance,  our  author  remarks,  of  rare 
occurrence,  emetics  must  then  be  exhibited.  In  the  event  of 
the  nervous  system  being  highly  excited,  he  recommends  opiates 
and  other  quieting  remedies ;  but  does  not  notice  venesection, 
whicli  is  tlie  more  surprising,  as  its  beneficial  effect  is  noticed 
hi  some  of  the  cases  quot^  to  illustrate  the  effects  of  the  parti- 
<:ular  pmsonsu 

''  We  mary^  thenefure/  <K>nidu4«s  «ottr  mithor,  "  reduce  every 
Ihing  regarding  the  treatment  to  the  two  following  precepts :  ]  •  To 
epcourage  vomiting  by  copious  dilution  witli  munliigiDous  liquids^ 
at  least  when  the  poison  does  not  occasion  of  itself  :;Ui1icient  evacua- 
tions. 2.  To  appreciate  the  nature  of  the  secondary  phenomena, 
and  to  ooDabat  them  hy  j^prcfxiatit  means,  which  must  necessarily 
differ  according  to  the  description  of  the  injury  sustained,'* 

(To  be  cmidutkd  in  mtr  nut, J 
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PART  n I. 


SELECTIONS. 


On  the  Deoxidation  of  the  Leaves  of  Cotyledon  cah/cina.  Bj 
Bekjamin  Heyne,  M.D.  F.L.S. 

"  The  leaves  of  ihe  Cotyledon  cah/cina,  the  plant  called  by 
Mr.  Salisbury  Bryophyllum  calj/cinum,  which  on  the  whole  have 
^n  herbaceous  taste,  are  in  the  morning  as  acid  as  sorrel,  if  not 
more  so ;  as  the  day  advances,  they  lose  their  acidity ;  are 
tasteless  about  noon;  and  become  almost  bitterish  towanis 
eveninff.  This  is  the  case  in  India,  where  this  plant  is  pretty 
generally  cultivated  in  our  gardens ;  and  it  reraanis  to  be  seen 
if  the  same  takes  place  in  the  hot-houses  in  England,  where  it 
has  been  lately  introduced. 

**  I  have  seen  this  ])lant  but  once  in  this  country,  and  that 
was  at  Mr.  Loddiges'*,  at  Hackney,  about  twelve  ouock  in  the 
day-time,  when  I  found  it  quite  tasteless.  The  distance  of  that 
place  from  ray  habitation  has  hitherto  prevented  me  from  at- 
tending to  it  at  an  earlier  hour  in  the  morning.  I  have,  how- 
ever, but  little  doubt  it  will  be  found  as  acid  as  I  have  described 
it  to  be  in  India. 

"  I  need  scarcely  observe,  that  tlie  acidity  which  these 
leaves  possess  in  the  morning  cannot  be  ascribed  to  any  thing 
else  than  to  the  oxygen  which  the  plant  has  absorbed  during 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  or  which  has  been  transferred  from 
other  constituent  principles  of  the  plant  during  that  period.  I 
think  it  has  been  absorbed,  as  it  is  so  loosely  united  to  its  base, 
that  even  the  light  of  the  day  has  an  immediate  efiect  of  disen- 
gagingit  again. 

"Both  Priestley  and  luffcnhousz  have  concluded,  fn)nn 
numerous  experiments,  that  all  plants  exhale  vital  air  in  the 
day-time,  and  fixed  air  or  carbonic  acid  gas  during  the  night  ; 
but  these  conclusions  have  been  called  in  question  by  some, 
from  the  various  results  of  experiinents  since  made  on  this  sub- 
ject What  I  have  now  related  is  therefore  not  destitute  of 
interest,  as  it  seems  incontrovertibly  to  establish  the  theory  of 
these  celebrated  philosophers*,^ — Trans,  of  the  Linntcan  &ociefy 
of  London,  vol.  xi.  p.  313. 

*  Although  we  admit  the  fact  stated  l^  Doctor  Heyne,  yel  we 
doubt  very  much  the  accuracy  of  the  explanation  advanced  if  tbat 
gentleman.-— Editoes. 
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PART  IV. 

FOREIGN  MEDICAL  SCIENCE  AND 

LITERATURE. 


PBACTICE   OF    MKDICINE. 

I.— The  following  observations  upon  the  great  eiBcacy  ot 
Salivation  in  different  chronic  nervous  affections,  by  Professor 
Horn^  are  not  devoid  of  interest. 

*'  Salivation,  on  account  of  the  great  abuse  of  it  in  the 
management  of  venereal  disorders,  has  got  into  ill  repute  ;  and 
the  experience  of  late  years  has  proved,  that  the  excitement  of 
this  hiffhly  troublesome  state,  in  by  far  tlie  greater  number  of 
caaes  di  syphilis,  is  not  only  superfluous,  but  sometimes  even 
hurtful  and  dangerous.  Hence  the  use  of  this  remedy  is,  ia 
^neral,  less  frequent;  and  a  conviction  has  taken  place, 
tiiat  in  the  majority  of  case^  the  administration  of  mercury  in 
doses  sui&cient  to  induce  complete  salivation,  shojuld  be  avoided. 
On  the  other  hand  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  there  are  states 
of  syphilis  which  do  not  give  way  to  lenient  measi^res,  but 
rather  recjuire  i^uch  a  vigorous  attack  upon  the  lymphatic  sys* 
tern,  as  will  excite  a  complete  salivation. 

'^  Within  the  course  of  the  latter  months,  I  have  found 
frequent  opportunities  in  the  Clinical  Institute  for  convincing 
my  audience  how  beneficial  the  excitement  of  a  continued  sali- 
vation might  prove  in  different  species  of  obstinate  nervous 
complaints,  wuiqh  defy  almost  every  other  remedy.  Among 
thome,  I  reckon  some  cases  of  inveterate  gout,  fixed  rneumatism, 
incipient  palsy,  stiffness  of  joints,  inveterate  ischias,  and  hemi* 
crania.  Among  my  patients  were  several  who  had  been 
treated,  for  three,  six,  and  even  nine  months,  witli  the  remedies 
commonly  recommended  by  most  practitioners,  but  witliout  any 
decisive  effect  Among  the  remedies  employed,  were  a  number 
of  different  outward  applications,  as  issues,  moxa,  and  sulphur, 
vapour  and  animal  baths.  As  efficacious  as  thes6  remedies 
prove  in  some  cases,  yet  in  those  referred  to,  tliey  only  pro- 
duced a  slight  or  temporary  effect.  We  have  therefore  more 
reason  to  admire  the  surprising  influence  of  a  continued  sali- 
iration  on  those  cases;  a  remedy,  the  use  of  which  we  hi* 
therto  only  ventured  upon,  when  tiie  powers  of  digestion  were 
unimpaired.  * 

Case. 

^'  A.  B.  forty-two  years  of  age,  short  and  stout  in  statui^, 
and  bom  of  healthy  parents ;  his  mother  having  died  of  au 
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acute  (Itsease,  and  his  father  of  apoplexy.  He  jpassed  throagb 
the  infantile  disorders  with  ease  and  safety,  and  tor  a  long  sene» 
of  years  enjoyed  perfect  health.  His  hody  was  strong  and  mus- 
cular, his  shoulders  broad,  the  neck  short  and  thick,  and  face 
full  and  florid.  He  had  served  eighteen  years  as  a  hussar,  and 
was  of  course  exposed  to  all  tli^  influences  attending  such  a  life. 
Since  his-  thirty-eighth  year  he  observed  an  indination  to  ver- 
tigo, which  increased  cm  stooping,  in  a  low  position  of  the  head, 
or  after  bodily  exertions.  His  face  became  red  when  in  the 
least  over-heated ;  his  eyes  burnt,  and  tinkhng  in  the  ear  suc- 
ceeded, together  with  anxious  dreams  at  liight.  These  crrcum- 
stances  occurred  wlicnever  Im  occupatR>ns  were  fatiguing  and 
orer-heatmg. 

"  In  the  Spring  of  1811,  he  was  obliged  to  expose  himself 
again  to  violent  colds  and  over-heatings,  whence  arose  a  rheu- 
matic affection  in  all  his  Knibs ;  and  this  evil  increasing  from 
montli  to  month,  he  was  at  last  obliged  to  give  up  his  employ- 
ment, which  was  that  of  an  ostler.  A  great  drowsiness  took 
place  at  the  same  time,  so  that  even  by  day,  akhough  he 
could  do  but  little  wprk,  he  was  constantly  sleeping.*  One 
morning  when  about  to  rise,  he  found  it  impossible  to  open  his 
right  eye,  his  month  stood  awry  to\^Ttrcls  the  left  side,  his  sense 
of  hearing  on  the  right  side  was  impah*ed,  and  his  &ce  and 
extremities  on  that  side  benumbed,  and  without  feeling.  He 
did  not  })eiTt*ive  any  internal  alteration,  but  hod  some  mdina- 
tion  for  food,  and  all  secretions  and  excretions  remained  natural. 
The  rheumatic  sensation  he  had  previously  experienced  now 
increased  every  day,  and  fixed  particularly  in  th&  joints  of  the 
^oukler.  Tnc  extremities  on  tlie  lefl  side  suffered  more  than 
those  on  the  right,*  aild  this  coitiplaint  soon  became  so  violent, 
that  the  upper  ones  were  almost  completely  paralysed. 

**  The  patient  was  now  conveyed  to  a  military  hospital, 
where  he  was  treated  for  some  months  with  sulphuric  r'emedies, 
frictions  of  different  kinds,  sulphur  baths,  and  divers  other 
diaphoretic  and  antarthritic  remedies;  but  without  the  least 
effect.  The  pains  had  indeed  somewhat  decreased^  but  the 
caTsied  state,  particularly  of  the  upper  extremities,  had  rather 
•become  worse. 

"  About  the  middle  of  December  1811,  he  was  brought  to 
the  CHnical  Institute,  when  he  was  observed  to  be  in  the  fbi- 
lowing  condition  :  the  upper  lid  of  tlie  right  eye  was  palsied, 
ao  that  tlie  eye  could  not  be  completely  shut ;  the  tongue  could 
iK>t  be  stretciied  out  without  an  inclination  to  the  left ;  and  the 
mouth  had  the  same  obliqul  direction.  He  could  only  raise 
\his  hands  and  arms  up  to  tiic  mouth,  but  to  turn  them  back- 
irards  or  up  to  the  head  was  utterly  impiissible ;  and  he  felt  a 
flensatioB  of  numbness  in  his  arms ;  his  feet  were  in  a  similar 
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conditioii,  though  be  felt  a  Etile  more  power  of  moving  tbetq. 
His  wtdk  was  abo  tottering.  The  patient  besides  complaiQed 
of  frequent  vertigo,  his  eyes  were  affected,  his  face  nill  ami 
quickly  flushed,  particularly  on  stooping,  and  the  pulse,  slow 
and  fulL     His  frame  appeared  musculous,  and  fed  welL    . 

^^  The  pre-e$istence  of  an  apoplectic  fit  could  not  be  doubt- 
ed; its  complication  with  rheunuiiism  was  very  probable;  the 
complaint-  was  therefore  very  difficult  of  cure,  the  issue  ui>- 
.€4«rtain,*the  return  of  apoplexy  {Kissible.  A  number  of  povrerful 
medicines  both  internal  aud  external,  were  exhibited  without  the 
k*ast  effect  I  mention  amontjst  this  class  the  inward  adminis« 
tralion  of  Acres  arnicce,  cortex  mererei,  tinctura  succini,  tinc- 
tura  arnica?,  liquor  ammonii,  subiim,  camphora,  rad.  galangse 
H  shiapis,  anil  emetica.  The  external  applications  were 
Veslcatoria  perpetua  in  the  neck  and  above  the  right  eye,  an 
issue  in  each  arm,  friction  to  the  palsied  parts ;  with  unguen* 
tum  lyttse,  unguentum  ex  tartaro  stibiato,  linimentum  volaL 
saponatum,  oil  of  tur|)entine,  sulphur,  and  vapour  baths. 

**  The  continued  use  of  these  remedies  procured  some  alle- 
viation, particularly  a  somewhat  freer  motion  of  the  extremi- 
ties ;  but  the  amendment  was  not  of  any  importance,  although 
this  method  was  frequently  varied,  and  the  doses  increas^, 
and  were  ccmtinucd  till  the  beginning  of  February  18 IS. 

**  Under  these  circumstances  I  resolved  to  try  salivation ; 
and  for  this  purpose  administered  one  grain  of  mercurius  dulcis 
four  times  a  day.  After  tw^enty  four  grains  had  been  thus 
taken,  such  a  violent  salivation  came  on,  that  nearly  two  quarts 
of  saliva  were  voided  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  gums  and 
tongue  swelled  excceilin^ly,  the  snfieil  from  the  mouth  grew 
very  offensive,  and  small  ulcers  appeared  on  the  tongue,  but 
no  feverish  symptoms  were  perceived. 

**  On  the  11  ih  of  February  it  was  already  observed,  tJiat 
the  patient  could  shut  his  right  eye  oompletelvy  protrude  his 
tongue  straight  forward,  and  keep  iiis  mouth  nearly  in  a  pro- 
per direction.  The  suppuration  of  the  issues  continued.  The 
ulcers  in  the  mouth  increasing  in  size,  and  causing  much  in« 
convenience  to  the  patient,  some  ease  was  procureu  iiim  by  a 
composition  of  borax  and  honey  of  roses  as  a  liniment.  The 
salivation  stUi  went  on  violently,  and  the  longer  it  lasted  the 
more  perceptible  were  the  symptoms  of  recovery.  On  the 
12th  of  February  the  rheumatic  sensations  had  entirely  disi^. 
peared ;  the  movements  of  the  extremities  were  much  easier, 
and  the  aumlmess  quite  gone.  Thoueh  the  mercury  was  now 
laid  aside^  the  salivation  still  contlhued  in  a  ooasiderable  de« 
gree,  and  soon  became  so  excessive,  diat  recourse  was  had.  to, 
emetics  to  confine  this  secreUon,  At  tlie  end  of  February,' 
after  the  salivation  had  lasted  for  some  weeks,  the  patient  was^ 
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completely  and  permanently  eured.  The  pihied  tiatte  of  tlic 
uppw  eye-lid  was  quite  gone,  and  the  muscular  power  of  the 
extremities  reoovered,  and  their  bulk  increased ;  even  the  ver- 
tigo and  congestions  towards  the  head,  which  the  patient  had 
been  troubled  with  before,  had  entirely  disappeared.  In  short, 
this  patient,  after  having  taken  the  most  powerful  remedies 
without  any  decisive  effect,  after  the  salivation  was  over,  left 
the  Institute  completely  restored. 

<*  For  these  four  months  past,  I  have  pursued  the  same 
method  with  the  best  miccess,  m  several  similar  cases.^ 

11.— The  use  of  J/oxa,  although  almost  unknown  in  tliis 
country,  yet  is  much  resorted  to  on  the  continent ;  /the  follow- 
ing case^  Dv  Jf.  Barras,  of  Neuralgia  in  the  Spermatic  Cord^ 
frei^ted  with  it^  is  not  devoid  of  interest*. 

"  M.  N.  aged  thirty-three  vears,  of  a  nervous  lymphatic 
temperament,  had  enjoyed  ^[ooa  health  for  twenty  years.  He 
then  contracted  a  virulent  itch,  which,  having  been  treated 
methodically,  was  cured  in  twenty-five  days.    Jout  since  that 

Eriod,  he  has  been  subject  to  a  cutaneous  eruption,  particu- 
ly  in  winter,  and  when  the  wind  blows  witli  violence  frbnl 
tlie  north,  which  has  resisted  various  modes  of  treatment.  It 
does  not  appear,  however,  to  be  contagious,  as  he  has  slept  with 
others  without  communicating  it. 

**  At  the  age  of  twenty-tiurce,  he  was  attacked  with  a  vio- 
lent pain  in  the  right  temple,  wliich  returned  every  day  about 
ten  o  clock  in  the  morning,  and  continued  until  noon ;  out  was 
soon  cured  by  tlie  application  of  a  blister  to  the  nape  o(  tlic 
neck. 

«  During  liis  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  ycai%  M.  N.  felt, 
at  distant  intervals,  a  painful  sensation  of  dragging  at  the  lower 
part  of  tlie  spermatic  cord,  and  the  epididymis  of  the  left 
side..  As  this  inconvenience  was  transitory  only,  die  patient 
did  not  pay  mucli  attention  to  it;  except  that  he  was  more  re- 
served in  bis  sexual  intercourse,  in  which  he  had  never  indulg- 
ed to  excess. 

*^  Towards  the  middle  of  liis  thirty-first  year,  in  the  month 
of  June  1809,  the  sensation  of  dragging  became  more  violent 
than  usual ;  and  produced  a  considerable  inflammation  of  the 
testicle  which  was  reduced  in  three  weeks  by  bleeding  with 
leeches,  the  application  of  emollient  cata[»lasms  and  demulcent 

drinks. 

**  From  this  time  the  pain  was  unremitdng,  sometimes 

■  I  M.^^— — — —  ■-  ■■■  ■-■*I.MIII»»      ■■■■   ,  I    ■  ■  I  ■■ 

*  The  case  wsii  read  at  the  Academie  de  Medecine  of  Pari8« 
18th  of  April  IHIS.  Vide  Juurhat  Genrwal  de  Medecine,  S^v.  tome 
'    .p.l06. 


«cate,  and  sometimes  slight.  In  its  violent  aeoessesi  ^hich  were 
generally  accompanied  by  erections  and  involuntary  noeturnal 
emissions,  the  pain  extended,  as  if  by  radiation,  to  the  but- 
tock, the  thig}),  and  the  leg  of  the  left  side,  along  the  course  oi 
the  vas  deferens  to  the  bottom  of  the  bladder^  and  through  the 
urethra ;  it  excited  a  frequent  desire  to  make  water,  and  a 
smarting  in  passing  the  unne ;  and  sometimes  became  so  vio- 
lent, that  the  patient  lost  his  sleep  and  appetite,  became  taci-) 
turn,  melancholy,  and  anxious  for  the  removal  of  the  testicle, 
which  was  more  or  less  tumified  according  to  the  intensity  o£ 
the  pain. 

"  Leeches,  emollients,  and  anodynes,  recommended  by  two 
distinguished  surgeons  of  Paris,  and  employed  in  every  mod6 
for  a  year,  rather  aggravated  than  allayed  the  pain.  Another 
surgeon  then  advised  a  caustic  in  the  thigh,  wnich  did  neither 
good  nor  harm ;  and  a  plaister  of  hemlock  and  opium,  sprinkled 
over  with  camphor,  which  was  obliged  to  be  lett  off  in  a  short 
time,  as  it  augmented  considerably  the  sufferings  of  the  patient. 
Cataplasms  of  bruised  hemlock,  frictions  with  camphor  lini- 
ment,  laudanum,  ^<le  baume  tranauille,^  and  many  other 
similar  topical  applications,  were  equally  prejudiciaL 

^^  Although  M.  N.  never  had  any  venereal  affection,  yet 
mercurial  frictions  were  tried,  wliich  only  increased  the  violence 
of  the  disease.  Sulphur  frictions,  and  the  internal  use  of  the 
waters  of  Enghien^  employed  under  the  idea  that  the  pain 
might  depend  on  some  psoric  virus,  were  equally  hurtful.  I 
also  remarked,  that  the  appearance  of  the  eutaneous  eruption 
had  no  influence  on  the  pain ;  which  led  to  the  supposition  that 
these  two  diseases  were  not  connected  with  each  other. 

*'  Desperate  from  his  constant  sufferioss,  the  patient  ap» 
pKed  pounded  ice  upon  the  spermatic  cord,  from  the  inaiiinal 
ring  to  the  testicle.  This  at  nrst  produced  so  much  reUef,  that 
a  speedy  cure  was  anticipated ;  but  after  employing  it  ior  some 
time,  the  suffering  of  the  patient  was  merely  abated,  but  not 
radically  removed ;  and  it  was  even  obliged  to  be  discontinued, 
as  it  excited  erections  which  always  renewed  the  pain. 

<<  In  this  state  of  the  case,  a  celebrated  surgeon  was  con- 
sulted, who  proposed  the  application  of  moxa  over  the  course 
of  the  spermatic  cord,  connnmg  its  ifttion  to  the  surface  of  the 
skin ;  but  before  this  violent  caustic  was  resorted  to,  the  patient 
was  desirous  of  trying  the  effect  of  a  blister  over  the  part  to 
which  it  was  intended  to  apply  the  moxa.  For  a  few  days, 
whilst  the  teguments  remainea  inflamed,  the  violence  of  the 
pain  of  the  epididymis  was  much  diminished ;  but  it  returned 
to  its  original  state  as  soon  as  the  suppuration  was  established, 
and  the  vesicatory  ceased  to  make  itself  felt.  A  seton,  intro» 
duced  on  the  internal  side  of  the  cord^  wa#  productive  of  tbt 
same  effects. 
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**  After  eo  many  fruitlev»  trials,  the  patient  requested  tbe 
advice  of  a  learned  Professor,  who  had  much  experience  in  cases 
ef  neuralgia.  He  recommended  all  external  means  to  be  di»- 
Gontinuea ;  and  the  internal  adimnist  ration  of  a  vinous  infuaon 
of  valerian  root,  which  sensibly  increased  tlie  pain,  as  well  as 
unany  other  hitters  and  antispasmodics  which  were  tried.  Tlie 
Prciiessor  uIho  added,  that  it  was  probable  that  the  disease  would 
cease  of  itself,  and  that  an  atrophy  of  the  testicle  might  succeed. 

^  During  a  year,  after  all  topical  applications  had  been 
disccmtinued,  except  irictipns  witli  sulphuric  etiier,  which  af- 
forded a  little  temporary  ease,  and  usmg  a  suspending  truss, 
the  testicle  and  the  epididymis  still  retained  their  natural  con- 
sistence and  bulk.  The  pain,  which  was  seated  diiefly  towards 
the  epididymis,  was  supportable ;  it  did  not  prevent  the  pa- 
tient fn>m  following  liis  usual  occupati<ms,  provided  he  avoiaed 
irascibility,  al:staim-d  from  venereal  pleasures,  took  every 
possible  precautkm  to  prevent  erections  and  emissions,  and 
committed  no  fault  with  regard  to  diet.  The  smallest  in- 
fringement, however,  of  these  rules  did  not  fail  to  renew  the 
pain,  which  had  never  completely  disappeared. 

"  Such  was  the  stnte  of  the  patient  when  I  had  the  honor 
of  reading  the  history  of  his  case  to  the  Academic  de  McdtcinCj 
on  Tuesday  the  IJtli  of  April,  1813.  Many  of  the  Members 
having  suggested  the  moxa^  it  was  applied  on  the  14th,  and  in 
combiuati  m  with  it,  by  the  advice  ot  some  of  the  Members, 
mustard  pediluvim^s  weru  used.  •  This  caustic  certainly  re- 
moved the  pain  for  a  ^lu>rt  time  ;  but  it  returned  a  little  on  the 
24th,  after  the  esrharchoj  pid  off.  A  second  application  of  the 
moxa  v/as  had  recourse  t(»  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month.  The 
^ects  were  the  siune  as  those  <if  the  first;  that  is  to  say,  the 
pain  ceased  suddenly,  and  returned  6gain  when  the  eschar  was 
detached.  It  has,  fiowever,  jipfwared  itself  only  at  intervals ; 
and  then  so  very  slightly,  that  the  patient  has  abandoned  it  to 
nature. 

IJI. — On  ihc  colouring  Principle  of  the  Blood  of  Anifttcls,  by 

M.  VAlTQrKMK*. 

*'  1*.  Ilistoiy  of  the^  Ojiinions  of  Physicians  and  Chcmistf 
previous  to  Mr.  Brandcy  on  iLc  Nature  ofifit  colouring  Principfi 
of  the  Blood, 

**  Lemery  apf»ears  to  have  lxH»n  the  first  who  demonstrated 
the  presence  ot  iron  in  the  blood.  Menghini  afterwards 
endeavoured  to  atJCtTtain  the  relation  of  that  metal  with  this 

animal  fluid. 

**  Since  then  the  greater  part  of  physicians  and  chemists 

L : ■ 

*  Aunales  de  Chhntffct  de  Pkijtique,  tome  L  p.  9, 
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have  attributed  the  colour  cf  die  blood  to  iron ;  but  this^metU 
not  being  soluble  per  se  in  animal  fluids,  chemists  have  endea- 
voured to  discover  in  the  blood  some  substance  capable  of  effect- 
that  solution.    A  few  have  attributed  it  to  the  mineral 

ali  or  soda,  which  exist  in  a  small  quantity  in  blood*;  whilst 
others,  reasoning  on  the  fact,  that  blood  furnishes,  by  incinera- 
tion, 8ub-phosphate  of  iron,  have  regarded  phosphoric  acid  as 
the  required  solvent^. 

*^  But  these  opinions  bein^  susceptible  of  many  objections, 
which  their  authors  were  not  ignorant  of,  this  interesting  sub- 
ject was  subjected  to  a  new  examination ;  and  Mr.  Brande,  an 
English  chemist,  had  the  merit  of  first  demonstrating,  by  direct 
experiment,  that  the  colour  of  the  blood  depends  on  a  particu- 
lar animal  substance,  and  not  upon  iron,  as  had  previously  been 
believed. 

*'  Reflecting  that  a  discovery  equally  interesting  to  Chemis- 
try and  Physiobgy  deserved  to  be  further  confirmed  by  expe- 
riment, I  trust  it  will  not  be  considered  improper,  even  if  I 
should  add  nothing  new  to  what  Mr.  Brande  has  done,  to  recall 
the  subject  to  the  attention  of  chemists.  I  have  repeated  the 
greater  part  of  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Brande,  and  found  them 
correct.  I  have  also  made  several  new  experiments,  and  have 
discovered  a  simple  method  of  obtaining  the  colouring  prind- 
ple  of  blood  in  a  pure  state. 

"  2**.  Process  for  Obtaining  the  colowritig  Principle  of  the 
Blood  in  its  pure  State, 

^<  A.  Take  the  coagulum  of  blood,  well  drained  upon  a 
sieve,  break  it  down  in  an  earthen  vessel,  with  four  parts  oif 
sulphuric  acid,  diluted  with  eight  parts  of  water,  and  heat  it  to 
TO*  of  tlie  Centi^ade  thermometer,  keeping  it  at  that  degree  of 
heat  for  five  or  six  hours. 

*^  B.  Filter  the  liquor  while  it  is  hot,  and  wash  the  residue 
with  as  much  warm  water  as  of  acid  employed ;  concentrate  the 
liquid  until  they  are  reduced  one  half;  then  drop  in  ammonia 
until  there  remains  only  a  slight  excess  of  acid.  After  having 
agitated  the  fluid,  leave  it  at  rest,  and  a  precipitate  of  a  reddi^ 
purple  colour  will  be  obtained. 

**  C.  Decant  off  the  fluid  portion  as  soon  as  it  is  (jear,  and 
pour  some  water  upon  the  residue,  which  must  be  repeated  as 
long  as  the  washings  yield  a  precipitate  with  nitrate  of  barytes. 

^^  The  precipitate  thus  washed  must  be  thrown  upon  a 
filter  of  bibulous  paper  (papier  de  Joseph),  from  which,  when 
it  is  completely  drained,  it  must  be  taken  off  with  an  ivory 


•  M.  M,  Deyetix  and  Parmentier. 
t  M,  M.  Sage,  Gren,  Founcroy,  and  Vauqudin^ 
vol.  v.— NO.  28.  y  Y 
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spatula,  put  upon  a  glass  saucer,  mid  left  to  diy.     Thw  is  the 
|xire  colourii^  part  of  the  blood. 

^'  This  process  is  undoubtedly  more  simple  and  more  oer- 
taia  than  thoee  pro^KMed  by  Brande  and  Berzelius. 

^^  E.  Sulphuric  acic^^  in  dissolving  the  colouring  part  of  the 
blood,  disflolves  at  th^  same  time  a  conaderable  quantity  of 
albumen  and  nrol^ably  of  fibrin ;  but  these  substances  remain 
dissolve  in  the  liquor,  afker  the  colouring  principle  has  beea 
.pnscipitated  6om  it  by  the  ammonia. 

*^  F.  Tiie  coagulum  of  blood  tlirioe  acted  on  by  the  same 
€|uaiitiiy  of  sulphuric  add  as  at  first,  still  apparently  retiuns  as 
much  ooiuur  as  befixe ;  and  the  add  boited  with  it,  is  itsdf 
nearly  as  highly  cdoured ;  from  wiiicli  it  must  be  concluded, 
diat  a  xerj  great  quantit}'  of  add  is  requisite  for  dissolving  all 
llieeolouru^  matter  of  the  blood,  or  that  there  are  two  lands 
j^coiouring  matter  of  dXereat  solubility. 

^^  6.  It  iqipears,  tliat  tlie  Bibuuien  is  an  ohstade  to  the 
tf^lution  of  die  colour  of  the  blood  m  adds;  for  wlicn  the  oo- 
louiing  auhstaaoe  is  in  a  pure  state,  it  readily  dissolvies  in  these 
•raensU-ua. 

4*.— flnoyert«3t  tfftk  Cohuring  PHMdpk  4^fiie  SU^ 
IL  1.  It  ts  iidtber  sensibly  odormis  nar  ssn^sL 
^  iL  Mingled  with  water,  it  assumes  a  red*  vesuua  colour, 
.but  is  not  <li8^f^'  in  it 

^  3.  IVhen  dried  it  is  as  black  as  jet,  and  has  tlie  fracture 
^aad  bnlfiauey  of  ibat  substauoe. 

^^  4.  In'ats  dried  state  k  leadily  dissolves  in  adds  and  ^ 
.kalics,  andcomnnimoEites  to  the  solutions  a  purplifdi  red  oobur. 
Its  solution  in  imirialic  add  does  not  render  turbid  the  «olutJoa 
of  muriate  of  barytes,  which  proves  that  it  does  not  retain  sul- 
,|)hunc  add  wlien  it  iuHB  been  waslied. 

^  &.  >S«uther  pure  Gallic  add,  nor  the  piss^ate  of  potass, 
produoB  any  dba^ge  in  die  odkxu*  of  die  add  acdulioiis  of  das 
jBubstanoe:  a  dear  proof  that  they  contain  no  iron,  whilst  in  the 
fiquar  fcom  which  dns  prindple  has  been  predpitaled,  bcdi 
diese  re-agents  imnn^diately  detect  tltt  presence  of  uon  in  a 
notable  quantity* 

^'  &  The  infttskm  of  galb  which  contain  tannin  throws 
domji  SL  predpilalein  the  add  aoludmi  of  the  colouring  matter, 
but  docs  not  dtaoge  flie  colour. 

^^  7.  Submitted  to  the  action  of  fire  in  a  dose  vessel,  it 
tidther  changes  &rmaoredlour;  it  exhales  an  odour  resein- 
bljng  tliot  of  animal  substances,  furnishes  i^rV^^f^  of  mptmnnia 
and  a  reddLsfa  purple  oil,  but  scarcely  any  gas. 

^^  8.  After  having  been  thus  subjected  to  the  action  of  heat, 
it  does  not  -dL^re  again  either  in  adds  or  in  alkalies;  but  i^ 
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reduced  to  a  carbonaceous  state.  As  this  substance  clqes  not 
sensibly  change  its  bulk  in  tliis  operaticH))  io  probably  contains 
much  carbon. 

^*  9.  This  substance  being  inscduble  in  water^  tbcre  must 
exist  some  principle  in  t]>e  blood  capable  of  dibsolving  it :  this 
is  probabljf  the  allcali,  for  a  small  quantity  of  it  only  is  jequircd 
for  dissolving  this  principle.  As,  however,  the  ootoiuing  mat- 
ter of  the  blood  is  uliimately  deposited  from  the  washings  of  its 
coagulum,  it  is  probable  that  it  is  suspended  in  the  fluid. 

^'  10.  The  solution  of  the  colouring  principle  of  the  bicxxl 
io  nitric  add  diluted  with  water,  suffers  no  change  in  point  ol* 
colour :  nitrate  of  silver  does  not  render  it  turbid ;  but  acetate 
of  lead  forms  a  brown  precipitate  in  it,ai)d  completely  destroys 
the  colour. 

^^11.  The  coagulum  of  blood  boiled  several  times  with  sul- 
]>buric  acid,  dissolves  entirely  in  a  small  quantity  of.pcitass, 
iVum  which  it  is  wholly  precipitated  by  muriatic  acid,,  at  least 
ia  an  excess  of  it :  the  solution  still  retains  a  red  colour. 

^^  13.  When,  after  repeated  wasliings  with  cold  water,  the 
mass  of  blood  is  forced  from  tlie  greater  part  .of  the.  sulphuric 
acid,  the  residue  readily  disserves  in  hot  water:  but  the  soki*- 
t  un  which  reisults  is  not  of  a  red  oolour ;  on  the  contvary,  it  is 
brown.  .   .    , 

^^  13.  The  albumen  of  the  blood  which  contains  the  cx)lour- 
ing  matter,  is  deposited  after  some  time  when  Je^  at  rest,  and 
tlic  liquid  becomes  greenish  yellow.  But  if  thi^  ooJousing  mat- 
ter remain  in  the  albumen  until  i(  bqgins  to  b^  deposiled,  it  is 
re-dissolved,  and  the  liquor  re-assumes  die  scorkl  bue^  because 
the  ammonia  which  is  developed  by  piiU^fiicliov  miidiioes  that 
t'fl'ect,  and  the  solution  which  is  red  becomes  scarlet  in  mixing 
with  the  albumen  which  is  yellow^ 

*^  14.  If  two  parts  of  cold  alcohol  be  poured  upon  the  al- 
bumen of  beef,  after  having  filtered  the  liquoi*  and  drained 
the  coagulum,  by  boiling  it  with  7  or  8  parts  of  fresh  alcohol, 
the  spirit  becomes  of  a  neautifulcitron^yeUow  colour;  and  if 
this  operation  be  three  or  four  times  repeated,  the  alcohol  is  no 
longer  coloured,  and  the  albumen  becomes  white. 

^*  This  alcohol  evaporated  in  a  retort,  leaves  a  fat  oil  of  a 
yellow  colour,  a  sweet  taste,  and  a  soft  consistence. 

^'  16.  After  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Brapdc  and  my  own, 
it  is  evident,  'that  the  blood  owes  its  colour  to  a  peculiar  animal 
matter  produced  by  the  vital  powers,  and  particularly  hy  the 
influence  of  respiration ;  and  tnerefore  the  previous  opinion  of 
Chemists  and  Physicians,  which  attributea  this  property  to 
ircHi,  ought  to  be  abandoned,  at  least  as  to  its  being  the  wdki 
cause,  since  this  principle  can  be  obtained  in  a  separate  stat 
free  &om  this  metal. 

x  y  2 
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OBSEBVATIOVS. 

'^  Although,  by  the  above-mentioned  means,  k  colounng 
matter  may  1^  drawn  from  blood,  in  which  the  most  delicate 
tests  cannot  discover  the  smallest  trace  of  iron,  it  must  neverthe- 
less be  acknowledged  that  this  colpuring  substance  differs  from 
that  of  the  entire  blood ;  which  is,  as  every  body  knows,  of  a 
lively  red  colour,  analogous  to  scarlet  This  principle,  when 
sefarated  fvom  the  blood,  has  a  purplish  red  colour,  and  is  even 
violaceous ;  but  appears  greenish  by  refraction. 

^f  It  is  true,  however,  that  the  blood  when  kppt  for  some 
time  from  the  influence  of  the  air,  contracts  a  vinous  purple  hue; 
but  whenever  it  is  again  exposed  to  the  air,  it  resumes  the  ver« 
million  tint  it  had  at  first,  but  no  change  of  this  kind  happens 
to  the  colouring  principle,  which  does  not  change  in  the  air. 

f<Does  this  matter  sutfer  any  chan^  from  the  acids  and  the 
heat  which  are  obliged  to  be  employed  to  separate  the  other  subi- 
stances  which  accompany  the  blood  ?  or  is  it  to  the  mixture  or 
to  the  combination  of  this  principle  with  the  other  elements  of 
the  blood  that  its  colour  is  to  be  ascribed  f 

**  If  the  oil  of  which  we  have  spoken  above  be  always  present 
in  the  blood  of  man  and  of  animaJs,  this  fluid  must  be  a  com- 
pound of  four  essential  or  constituent  elements,  viz.  I**.  Albu- 
men ;  2*".  Fibrin ;  3*.  Colouring  matter ;  4^  A  fat  and  mild 
oil. 

^'I  have,  after  the  example  of  Mr.  Brande,  endeavoured  to 
.fix  upon  cotton, /by  means  of  different  mordants,  the  colouring 
matter  of  blood,  dissolved  in  adds  or  in  alkalies ;  but  I  have 
obtained  no  satisfactory  result ;  and  therefore  I  doubt  whether 
this  substance  can  ever  be  employed  with  success  as  a  pigment** 


PART  V. 

MEDICAL  AND   PHYSICAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 

I.— -SOCIETIES  AND   LECTURES. 

tECTURE  IV.— ^/Ae  Alcalies  in  general,  and  on  Ammonia  in  par* 
ticular.    By  Pra&ssor  Brande^  at  Apothecaries'  Hall^  London. 

The  volatile  alcali,  or  ammonia,  and  the  two  fixed  alcalies^  or 
potash  and  soda,  are  of  considerable  use  in  pharmacy ;  and  the  In^^ 
'tory  (^  their  preparations  constittttes  an  important  part  of  most  Phar- 
macopGeis. 

The  alcalies  are  soluble  substances  which  convert  vegetable  blu^s 
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to  green,  are  possessed  of  csttsticity,  acting  with  consideraUeoiai]gy 
upon  most  varieties  ci  animal  substances.  With  oils  they  combine 
to  form  soaps.  They  unite  with  the  acids^  and  form  a  class  of  bodies 
callc)}  neutral  salts^  because  in  them  neiUier  the  properties  of  the 
JuM  nor  alcali  are  evident;  they  are  possessed  of  entire  new  pro- 
perties, and  are  mostly  mild  and  inert  compared  with  their  compo- 
nent parts.  The  two  fixed  alcalies  are  oxides  of  peculiar  metals. 
Potassium,  or  the  metallic  base  of  potash,  is  a  substance  in  lustre 
and  colour  resembling  lead ;  it  is  lighter  than  water,  andiias,  there- 
fore, been  by  some  cafied  a  metalloid :  but  great  specific  gravity  can- 
not be  regarded  aa  an  essential  dmracter  of  the  metals ;  it  has  an 
.extremely  powerful  attraction  for  oxygen,  with  whidi  it  unites  in 
two  proportions :  the  protoxide  is  the  alcali  as  it  exists  in  solutiou 
o£  pure  potash ;  the  peroxide  is  generally  contained  in  the  dry  caus- 
tic potash  of  the  aliops ;  and  accordingly,  when  that  substance  is 
xlissolved  in  water,  oxygen  is  given  off,  and  the  protoxide  formed ; 
for  the  peroxide  is  decomposed  by  water.  Sodimn  or  the  base  of 
soda,  is  a  metal  in  appearance  much  resembling  potassium ;  it  is 
rather  heavier,  and  equally  greedy  of  oxygen,  wim  which  it  unites 
in  larger  proportion  tnan  potassium.  100  puts  didry  potash  con- 
sist of  potassium  83,  oxygen  17* 

100  parts  of  dry  soda  contain,  sodium  75,  oxygen  25. 
The  usual  state  of  these  alcalies,  when  called  pure,  is  that  of 
hydrate,  a  triple  compound  of  the  metallic  base,  oxygen,  and  water. 
Ammonia,  under  particular  circumstances,  also  appears  capable  of 
metallization,  but  its  base  has  never  been  examined  in  an  insulated 
atate.     If  an  amalgama  of  mercury  and  potassium  be  placed  upon  sal 
ammonia  or  carbonate  of  ammoniac,  the  potassium  is  converted  into 
ix>tash  and  the  mercury  increases  in  bulk,  solidifies  and  crystallizes, 
and  when  exposed  to  air,  this  singular  alloy  exhales  mere  ammonia* 
As  ammonia  is  composed  of  hydrogen  and  nitrogen,  it  must  be 
inferred  either  that  those  bodies  are  metallic  oxides,  or  when  con- 
joined produce  a  metal :  but  it  is  very  remarkable  that  these  changes 
in  the  character  of  the  quicksilver  are  unattended  by  any.appretia^ 
ble  increase  of  its  actual  weight,  and  with  a  considerable  dimi- 
nution of  its  specific  gravity. 

The  phenomena  attending  the  metallization  of  ammonia  are 
amongst  the  most  striking  in  chemical  philosophy,  and  seem  to 
throw  a  gleam  of  light  upon  that  important  subject,  the  nature  or 
composition  of  the  metals,  respecting  which  we  may  plausibly  look 
forward  for  more  certain  information. 

Ammonia,  in  its  pure  state,  is  a  gaseous  body,  considerably  lighter 
than  common  air ;  its  odour  pungent  in  the  extreme  when  pure, 
but  agreeably  stimulating  and  reviving  when  largely  diluted  with 
atmospheric  air ;  it  extinguishes  flame,  and  is  fatal  to  animal  and  ve- 

fetable  life.  It  is  extremely  soluble  in  water,  which  takes  up  several 
undred  times  its  bidk ;  and  in  this  state  it  is  commonly  employed 
under  the  name  of  liquid  ammonia.  It  is  composed  of  13  nurts,  by 
weight,  of  nitrogen,  and  3  hydrogen.  It  may  be  resolved  into  its 
elements  by  passing  it  through  a  red«-hot  tube.  This  acrimonioua 
and  soluble  body  is  then  resolved  into  its  comparatively  inert  and 
insoluble  component  parts.    Its  omstitution  is  synthetically  demon- 
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stratedj  by  causing  nkric  acid  to  act  apon  tin.  Nitric  actd  containf 
the  elements  of  aznmoRia,  which^  during  the  action  of  the  tin,  are 
first  liberated  and  then  re-united,  so  as  to  produce  this  aleali. 

It  is  now  time  to  turn  irom  the  general  chemical  Mstory  ef  the 
alcalies  to  their  pharmacenticaf  uses.  Auunmua  stands  first  in  the 
Pharmacopona ;  and  of  it  we  have  three  preparations — the  subcar- 
bonate — the  aqueous  solution,  under  the  name  of  liquor  ammoniac 
*<-and  the  solution  of  acetate  of  ammonia,  under  the  name  of  liquor 
ammoniee  acetatis.  The  liquor  ammcmis?  <^  the  present  P]iarmacop<eia 
is  a  much  preferable  solution  of  ammonia,  and  thedirtfctloHs  foritspre^ 
paration  are  raor^"^  rational  than  those  of  tl)e  last  Pharmaeeipceia  ;  but 
still  it  is  open  to  objections*  The  quantity  of  lime  is  too  great;  ^'al  am* 
moniac  only  requiring  rather  more  tlian  half  its  weight  lor  decom  po- 
sition ;  whereas  here,  ft  parts  of  sal  ammoniac  have  6  of  Kme.  The 
precautions  given  in  tlie  Translation  iconceming  the  purit  j  of  the 
linie  are  needless,  as  carbonate  of  hme  requires  more  heat  than  this 

fvooess  admits  of,  for  the  production  of  carbonate  of  ammonia.  The 
iquorammoniaeof  the  last  Phormacopceia  contained  upwards  of  35 
per  cent,  of  ammonia.  The  present  only  contains  about  10  per  cent, 
so  that  ^.  ^Tthe  former  was  equivalent  to  3^-^-  of  the  present ;  j'et 
in  the  table  of  doses  they  remain  the  same,  ITISL  to  xx. ;  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  no  pnictitioner  will  be  found  pursuing  his  proiVssion  iipon  the 
mechanical  principles  of  this  absurd  table  of  doses. 

Mr.  B.  next  made  some  remai-ks  on  the  preparation  of  the  sub* 
carbonate  of  ammonia,  and  on  its  composhion  r  k  conVams  al)out  50 
per  cent,  of  carbonic  acid,  5<-)  ammonia,  1 1  water. 

A  solution  of  this  salt  is  onlcrcd  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.,  nnder 
the  name  of  liquor  ammonia^  subcarbonatis :  4  parts  of  water,  by 
weight,  will  barely  dissolve  1  of  this  salt.  These  are  the  [jropor- 
tions  of  the  present  Pharmacopoeia,  adapted  without  notice  fi'ont 
Mr.  Philli|is.  in  the  last  I%armacopeipia  we  werfe  directed  to  dissolve 
8  02.  of  the  subcarbonate  in  16  of  water,  which  wan  impossible. 
Though  the  name  and  preparation  of  this  article  are  both  altered, 
no  notice  whatever  is  taken  of  either  change  in  the  present  Phar- 
macopoeia. 

These  preparations  of  ammonia  stand  high  in  the  Materia  Me^ 
dica  as  stimulants.  They  also  ai*e  antacids  and  emetics.-,  The  in- 
ternal use  of*  ammonia  principally  operates  upon  tlie  nenrous  sys- 
tem without  materially  affecting  the  pulse  or  the  vascular  system ; 
hence  its  use  in  a  variety  of  diseases  marked  by  nervoits  debility 
with  inci'eased  vascular  action,  or  with  an  irritability  of  the  circula- 
ting system.  Here  the  stimulants  belonging  to  the  class  of  astrin- 
gents woukl  be  contra^indicated.  In  many  cases  of  paralysis, 
therefore— in  many  affections  of  the  head,  &c.  ammonia  is  a  highly 
valuable  stimulant.  The  effects  of  the  bite  of  several  venomous 
reptiles  are  productive  of  inflammatory  symptoms,  attended  by  the 
gradual  recession  of  the  nervous  functions ;  and  here  ammonia  is 
especially  indicated.  It  is  celebmted  in  India  as  a  remedy  for  the 
bite  of  snakes ;  and  it  becomes  an  useful  antidote  to  such  other 
poisons  as  operate  in  a  similar  manner.  A  teacupful  of  a  dilute  so- 
lution of  ammonia,  or  of  the  subcarbonate,  induces  vomiting,  and  is 
also  useful  as  assisting  the  operatioii  of  other  vomits,  especially 
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wHere  theiiervei  <if  tbe  ar^ftngch  sre  paaraly^edj  si  by  pdisofi% 

There  ave  sdine  qpirituous  picparadons  of  lanmonia  directed  in 
die  PfaamiaoopcBia;  but  they  toe  of  eomparative  inutility.  The 
«piiitiift  junmenifie  oompofiitae,  or  sal  volatile  of  the  older  au« 
thon^  is  a^ood  aud  favourite  form ;  and  a  more  senaible,  though  not 
strictly  eeonomicad  mode  of  pieparii^  it,  has  been  adopted  The 
obsenratioBui  I  have  to  make  upon  pure  amntonia  apply  generally  to 
these,  but  the  spirit  and  aromatics  sometimes  intei^eie.  All  tlie 
preparations  of  pure  or  sabcarbonated  ammonia  are  excell^it  ant- 
addsy  and  their  i»ttinu2ating  quality  is  ofleii  &vouraMe  to  the  relief 
of  dyspeptic  symptoms  in  generaL  When  extemaUy  applied^  they 
act  as  stimulants  or  rubefacients;  and  accordingly  ammonia  enters 
into  several  liniments.  These  are  of  chief  use  in  inflammatory  sore 
throat,  in  rheumatic  inflammation  o(^*  the  joints,  and  in  chronic  rlieu* 
laatisra*  and  in  indolent  tumoijrs, 

Tlie  akin  of  different  individuals  is  so  differently  susceptible  of 
sdmuiatiug  jmplicationfl,  diat  Xiiey  should  be  cautiously  applied. 

Spirit  of  hartshorn,  the-liquov  coniu  cervi,  and  liquor  ossium, 
are  mere  aqueous  solutions  of  subcarbonate  of  aramonir,  impregna* 
fed  with  empypeuTuatic  oil,  which  renders  th^  more  heating.  How 
the  ammonia  is  Itere  produced  has  been  fully  explained  upon  a 
former  occasion,  wlien  discussing  the  eSects  of  heat  upon  animal 
matter* 

Tlie  spiritus  ammoniac  succinatiis  is  intended  as  a  substitute  for 
the  eau  de  luce ;  it  is  a  needless  incumbrance  to  the  Pharmacopceia. 
i^o  indeed  la  the  simple  spirifjut  anummdce^  which  is  only  employed  to 
prepare  another  useless  article — the  spiritus  ammonia:  fetidus. 

The  only  neutnd  amnioniacal  salt  of  our  Pharmacopoeia  is  the 
acetate.  Tlie  mere  saturation  of  die  vinegar  with  tlie  subcarbonate 
%vauld  hare  bceit  suffidenc  direction  for  pn^pmng  it :  tliere  is  a  dou- 
ble impropriety  in  laying  down  qucantities  arising  out  oi  the  varia- 
ble nature  of  the  salt  as  well  as  of  the  acicL 

This  IS  the  celebrated  spiritus  diaplioreticus  fcbrifugus  MindererL 
It  is  a  yery  harmless  tiling,  and,  when  given  with  plenty  of  warm 
water  and  otiier  diluents,  produces  diaphoresis.  Distilled  vinegar 
generally  becomes  yellowisn  when  saturated  with  subcarbonate  of 
ammonia ;  hence  it  is  customary  to  filter  this  solution  through  a 
little  well-burned  charcoal,  which  renders  it  quite  colourless.  It  is 
a  very  useful  external  application,  as  a  diaoitient  in  glandular  swell- 
ings, and  as  an  application  to  inflamed  surtoces. 

Saline  draughts  containing  lemon-juice  saturated  with  ammonia, 
fcave  long  been  ranked  among  the  elegancies  or  fo})peries  o£  physic* 
The  citrat  of  ammonia  is,  I  presume,  as  efficacious  as  tlie  acetate. 

Muriate  of  ammonia  is  seldom  employed,  except  as  an  external 
application,  ^s  dissolved  in  a  pint  of  water,  is  sometimes  an  useful 
irritating  discutient:  it  is  said  to  be  diuretic  and  diaphoretic ;  and  I 
jbave  heard  of  itscui'Ing  intermittent  fevers. 

The  preparation  of  this  salt  is  a  subiect  of  considerable  import- 
snce ;  for  it  is  the  source  of  nearly  all  the  other  {ortQ&  and  combina- 
tions of  the  alcali  employed  in  medicine. 

Horns,  boofs^  bones^  previously  boiled,  and  a  variety  9fr^£\is9 
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mimal  matter^  ate  difltilled>  and  jidd  an  ammomaca!  liquor,  mi 
fome  solid  carbonate.  The  distillation  of  coal  also  affords  ammonia ; 
and  large  quantities  of  ammoniacal  liquor  are  prepared  at  the  dif« 
lerent  sas  works  in  the  metropolis.  These  products  are  saturated 
with  sulphuric  acid  (or  scMnetimes  gypsum  is  used) ;  and  the  sulphat 
of  ammonia  thus  formed  is  ignited  with  commcMi  salt :  thus  muriate 
of  ammonia  sublimes^  and  siuphat  of  soda  remains  as  the  residue  of 
the  operation.  This  method  only  answers  near  large  towns,  where 
IxHies  ai*e  abundant  A  very  ingenious  method  of  making  sol 
ammoniac  consists  in  steeping  refuse  leather  cuttings,  parchment,  &€. 
after  they  have  been  bmled  for  glue,  in  the  momer  liquor  of  the 
salt  works,  called  bittern,  and  then  burning  them ;  during  combus- 
tion they  yield  sal  ammoniac. 

Muriate  of  ammonia  has  a  nauseous  urinous  flavour ;  it  requires 
about  three  times  its  weight  of  water  for  solution.  It  rises  in  vapour 
at  a  heat  a  little  below  redness.  It  consists  of  muriatic  acid  6S, 
aminonia  34. 

^"^■^^^^^^^^ 

Royal  Society. — Feb.  1  and  8.  The  conclusion  of  Dr.  Wilson 
Phillip's  experiments  to  ascertain  the  relation  between  the  sangui- 
ferous and  nervous  systems,  and  the  ganglia,  was  read.  This  paper, 
which  is  the  third  and  concluding  one  on  tliis  curious  subject, 
entered  into  a  very  wide  field  of  {Miysiological  research,  xmd  em- 
braced many  singular  conclusions  and  general  inferences.  The 
author  states,  that  the  sanguiferous  system  can  exist  independent 
of  the  nerves  ;  but  the  latter  can  stimulate  the  former,  or  retard  and 
even  totally  obstruct  it.  He  next  took  an  extensive-  view  of  secre- 
tion, as  connected  with  these  symptoms,  tlie  ganglia  and  spinal 
marrow.  Animal  heat  he  considers  a  secretion.  When  the  fluids 
secreted  by  the  glands  are  accumulated,  secretion  is  not  therefore 
suspended ;  on  the  contrary,  its  continuance  is  necessary  to  the 
healthy  state  of  the  glands  and  the  other  vital  functions.  Secretion 
and  ^vanism  he  thinks  produce  similar  effects.  In  conclusion,  the 
author  observed,  that  in  all  his  experiments  he  had,  wherever  it 
was  practicable  without  injury  to  the  result,  destroyed  the  sensi- 
bility of  the  animal  previous  to  the  commencement  of  his  operations, 
and  had  also  avoideu  all  unnecessary  repetition  of  cruel  experimental 
or  any  useless  waste  of  animal  life. — ^Feb  15.  Mr.. Todd,  a  surgeon 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  presented  an  Account  of  his  observations  made 
on  the  torpedo  electncus  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  peculiar 
organs  of  this  animal  have  been  described  by  the  late  Mr.  Hunter. 
Mr.  T.  found,  that  when  the  electric  organs  are  often  excited  they 
lose  their  power,  and  the  animal  dies  much  sooner.  Its  first  strokes 
are  alwavs  the  most  violent,  and  grow  more  and  more  feeble  until 

Suite  exhausted,  and  then  tiie  animal  dies.  The  author  cut  open 
le  little  tubes  or  electric  organs  in  the  breast ;  and  by  this  proivs'i 
the  animsl  lost  its  electric  powers,  but  continued  to  live  longer  tlian 
those  whose  electricity  was  entirely  exhausted.  The  torpedos 
subjected  to  these  experiments  were  smaller  than  those  found  in  the 
northern  seas,  being  only  from  five  to  eight  inches  long,  and  from 
Uiree  to  five  broad.    They  were  caught  by  the  sailors  when  fishing 
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mA  Ifae  seine  while  the  Lion  lay  at  anchor  off  the  Cape.  When 
the  fish,  was  held  in  the  hand,  the  shock  never  reached  further  than 
the  shoulder^  and  often  not  above  the  elbow.  Some  of  the  torpedos 
manifested  a  kind  of  reluctance  to  give  shocks;  others  parted  with 
tliexn  very  freely :  hence  the  author  is  inclined  to  believe  that  it 
requires  a  considerable  effort  in  the  animal  to  give  shocks^  and  one 
which  shortens  its  life.  The  torpedos  were  kept  in  casks  of  salt 
water,  in  which  they  lived  from  two  to  five  days.  —  February  22. 
A  short  paper  by  Sir  Everard  Home  was  read,  containing  some  ob-* 
'servations  on  the  structure  of  the  feet  of  some  laeertse,  particularly 
the  gecko.  Sir  Joseph  Banks  noticed,  while  in  Batavia,  that  the 
gecko  is  a  very  familuir  inmate  of  the  houses^  and  that  it  could  run 
along  their  smooth  ceilings,  having  its  back  downwards,  with  the 
greatest  ease,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  gravity.  He  mentioned  this 
circumstance  to  Sir  Everard,  atid  also  supplied  him  with  a  large  one 
weighing  three  ounces,  in  order  that  he  might  examine  the  structure 
of  its  feet  The  result  of  his  inquiry  is,  that  the  feet  of  the  gecko 
have  some  rese^mblance  to  the  actinia  of  those  fish  which  adhere  to  the 
sides  of  ships;  that  they,  at  every  step,  form  a  partial  vacuum  below 
them,  which  thus  enables  them  to  run  with  their  backs  downwards. 

Royal  Medical  Society  of  Copenhagen. — In  the  meeting  of  Novem- 
ber 18,  1 81 5,  Professor  Lund  read  a  treatise  upon  a  very  rare  case  of 
disorder,  in  which  both  eyes  of  the  patient  were,  by  slowly  increas- 
ing tumours  in  the  sockets,  quite  pushed  out  of  them.  (Exopktalmia 
Hiriusqne  ocuU).  He  likewise  communicated  some  new  experiments 
respecting  the  diuretic  power  of  sambucus  ehuUs, — Professor  Wiborg 
read,' on  the  12th  of  January  1816,  a  dissertation  upon  the  nature 
of  a  disease  observed  in  cows,  (called,  in  Denmark,  French  pox)  or 
violent  longing  for  the  bulL — In  the  sitting  of  February  the  2d»  Mr. 
Jacobson,  Head  Surgeon  to  the  Staff,  read  a  dissertation  upon  the 
form  and  destination  of  that  organ  called  elandula  cepkalo^phatyngea 
(Winslowii  junioris),  which  lias  hitherto  been  little  known.— ()n  the 
l6Ui  of  the  same  month.  Professor  KUngefmrg,  Secretary,  to  the  So« 
ciety,  read  an  essay  on  the  efficacy  of  the  cmx  stdphfirata  in  the  be- 
ginning of  phthisis  pulmonalis.^Mr.  Kiort  read  some  observations 
on  a  remarkable  fracture  of  tlie  skull,  attended  with  contusions^ 
whidi  was  successfully  treated,  notwithstanding  about  thirty  splin- 
ters of  the  cranium,  of  the  entire  thickness  of  the  bone,  and  some  of 
them  pretty  large,  liad  been  removed  from  the  wound* 

III. — PHARMACEUTICAL. 

Opt Mm.-^Prussic  acid  has  been  found  in  opium  in  Germany;  and 
from  this  discovery  it  has  been  conclude^  that  the  narcotic  virtue  of 
opium  depends  on  that  acid. 

Decomposed  Opium.'^A  fluid  under  this  name  has  been  sent 
to  us  by  Mr.  Battley.  From  our  experiments,  it  appears  to  possess 
very  extraordinary  sedative  powers.  Fifteen  drops  of  it,  given  to 
two  adults,  rendered  the  pulse  extremely  small  and  feeble,  excited 
faintings,  and  diminished  all  the  vital  actions.  In  doses  of  from 
three  tQ  six  drops,  it  allays  nervous  irritations,  produces  sleep,  and 
has  a  powerful  mfluence  over  spasm. 
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A  METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE, 

From  the  2Ut  of  February  to  the  20th  of  Marchy  1816^ 

KEPT  AT  RICHMOND,  YORKSHIRE. 
930  Miles  NW  from  London. 
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13 
51< 
51 


22 

99 

74 

69 

68 

66 

76 

97 

30 

26 

09 
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34 


34 

38 

38 

39 

38 

36 
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37 

45 

46 

43 

13 

40 

40 

41 
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44 
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31 
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28 

32 

33 

31 

28 

32 

32 

30 

22 

32 
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38 

31 
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30 
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Winds. 
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sw... 

sw.. 

sw... 

03SW....W.. 
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SW....NW. 
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Weather. 


Sun.. 

Sun.. 
1  3Sun...2CId..4StL.. 

1  Srai..  2C!oud..4Stl... 
l  Sun..  &  Sh. 
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1  Sun.. 
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Melted 
Snow. 
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S. 

SW.. 
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sw.. 
sw.. 

10  SE.. 
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03  SW.. 

ISW.... 
02  sw.... 

iWNW.ENE. 


1  Sun... 

13  4  Cknid..  2  Sun.. 

1  Cloud... 

1  Sh.  of  Snow.  &  Sun.. 

1  Sun..  &  Sh.  of  Snow. 

1  Sh.  of  Snow. 

1  Sh.  of  Snow. 

4  Sh.  of  Snow.  2  Sun. 
lSh.ofSnw.&S..3S... 
1  Sim...  j 

1  Sun.  2  Ram..  4  Moon.. 
1  Cloud..  2  Sun.:  &  Sh.. 
lS...3Sh.&S..4Mn.... 
1  Cld..  2  Rain..  4  Mn... 

S..  2  Sh.  k  S..  4  Mn... 
1  S...  4Sh.  of  Sn.&Mu... 

Sun...  2  Sh.  of  Rain. 
1  Sun.  2  Sh.  of  Snow.. 
1  Sun..  3  Sh.  of  Rahi. 
IS..  I 


The  quantity  of  rain  during  the  month  of  February,  was  oply  20- 
lOOths  of  an  inch,  which  is  remarkably  small,  compared  with  the  same 
month  in  the  year  1813j  when  it  was  3  inches  17-lOOths. 

Observations  on  Diseases  at  Richmond. 

Catarrhal  Fever  has  still  been  the  most  prevailing  complamt  in  this 
period.  Hooping-Cough  has  been  very  general,  and  in  many  cases  severft 
Cases  of  Asthenia,  Cephalalgia,  Cynanche  tonsillaris,  Diarrhoea^  Entrodynia, 
Febris  sunplex,  Gastrodjrma,  Hemoptysis,  Icterus,  Menorrhagia,  Obsti- 
patio,  Rheiimatismus,  and  Urticaria  have  been  under  treatment. 


ERRATA  in  the  Thennometer  in  the  Lokd.  MKTConoLO.  Table  of  last  Months 

February  4  in  the  8d  Column  for  53  read  43. 

10  «d  for  14  read  2i. 

11  2d  for  35  read  30. 

:...  15  3d  for  32  read  39. 


METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE  FOR  LONDON, 

F/wfi  the  S(WA  of  FEBRUARY,  to  the  I9th  of  MARCH,  1816, 

By  Meitts.  HARRIS  ic  Co. 

JUaihemaitaU  Ifutrument  Makert^  50,  High  IJoWorru 
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Bill  of  Mortality  ./rom  February  90,  to  March  19,  1816. 


CHRISTENED. 
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MalflB... 


•«••••*•••••••••■■ 
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MaleiM. 
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OF  WHOM    \.,I 
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2  TeiiB.  . —  9(1 

2  and  5  . —  41 

3  and  10  ......  13 

10  and  20  ,„,„  11 

20  andSO  . —  28 

30  and  40  ......  35 

40  uid  50  ......  49 

30  and  60  m~..  4* 

60  and  70  ......  40 
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A  REGISTER  OF  DISEASES 
Sdween  FEBRUARY  2(Hk,  and  MARC ff  19^A,  1816. 


Abortio .^.... 

Abscessio......... 

A^ne 

Amaurosis 

Ametiorrhoea.... 

Anasarca 

Aneurisma. 

Anorexia 

Aplitha  lacttntium. 
■  anginosa « . . . 

Apoplexia 

Ascites.. .». 

Asthenia 

Asthma , 

Atropl\^a , 

Bronchitis  acuta. , . . 
— —  chronica. 


Bronchocele 

Calculus 

Cancer.... 

Carbunculus 

Cardialgia 

Carditis..... 

Catarrhus 

Cephalalgia 

Cephalsa 

Chlorosis...; 

Cuorea 

Cholera.^ 

Colica 

I  Pidomem , 

Convulsio V..*.. 

Cystitis...., 

Gynanche  Tonsillaris, 
— — -^  fnaligna,.. . 
"  Trachcalis, , 

*    '■  Paroiidea. . . 

—  Pharyngea. 
Laryngea., 


Diabetes. 

Diarrhoea... 

Dysenteria. 

Dyspepsia.. 

Dyspnoea,  k, 

j^sphagia. 

Dysuria...,. 

Scthyma... 

Eczema 

£neuris..... 
Enteritis..*. 
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7 

19 
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Entrodynia..... 
Epilepsia 

^p^»»f 

Erysipelas 

Erythema  /<rve....« 

—    papulatum* 

Febris  intermUtent,,.., 

— •  catarrhaiis 

■  S^nocha.  :••.•: 

—  i^phits  tniiior. 
.  '  ■  ■  Tophus  gravior  . . . 

—  Synochus. . . .  • . 

—  Pnerpera,.,,:. 

■  remit,  lafani 

Fistula.. 

Furimculus 

Gastritis... 

Gastrodynia 

Gonorrhoea 

Hsematemesis 

Ha^maturia 

Hsemoptoe 

Hiemorrhois 

Hemiple^ , 

HcpataJgia 

Hepatitis , 

Hernia 

Herpes  lifter 

■             circinatus:, 
— '  labialis 

prctptiOaHs 


Hydr8rgyna...M..  »*•*••;.•• 

Hydrarth^rus..^. 

Hydrocele 

Hydrocephalus 

Hydrothorax 

Hypochondriasis. 

Hysteralgia 

Hysteria ^ 

Hysteritis 

Icterus...... 

Ileus 

Impetigo  ^^ro/a... 

— —  erysipelatodes  •„ 
—  scaJ^tda 


Ischias 

Ischuria k.. 

Lepnu «... 

Leucorrhoea... 
Lichen  iimplex. 
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9 
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2 
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2 
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14 

24 

3 

4 

26 

18 

4 

2 

4 
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1 
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Register  efDisea^y  nnd  OiaeruHiBUSB 


sia 


Uthiasds. 

Mania 

Melancholia 

Menorrbogia. 

MiCaria 

Mt>rbi  Infhfttihs*. 
-^—  liiliosi* . . . . 


Nephralg^ia .^ 

Nephritis 

Neuralgia 

Obstipat^o 

Odoutal^a 

Ophthalmia  ,. ,...;... 

Otalgia 

Palpitatio 

Paracusis 

Paralysis 

Paronychia 

Pemphigus 

Peripneumonia 

Peritonitis , 

Pernio 

Pertussis 

Phlegmasia  dofens 

Phlogosis 

vPhrenitis. 

Phtliiais  Fttimonalis. 

Physcunia » 

Pityriasiji , 

Plethora ^ 

Pleuritis , 

Pleurodyne 

Pneumonia ,. « 

Podagra 

Poirrigo  larualis 

— —  decalvans.,  ^.   . . 
scutulata 
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8 

139 
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6 
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1 
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4 

30 
3 

53 
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3 
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DISEASES. 


Pon%o  favosa 

Profusio'. 

Prolapsus , 

Prurigo  wj /</*... 
■     senilis. . 


1 
17 


Psoriasis^w/to/a 

inveterata ........ 

Pyrosis 

liheumatismus  acutus. .... 
— — —      chroiiicus... 

Koseok 

Rubeola , 

Scabies 

Scarlatina  simpler, , 

'  angihosa 

m/ili^TUi. 


ScLrrhus 
Scorbutus 
Scrofula... 
Spasmic.. 

Strictura 

Strophulus  iiitcrtinctus.,,. 

Syphilis .^ 

Tabes  Mescnterica 

Tic  Doloreux 

Vaccinia 

Varicella 

Variola 

Vermes 

Vertigo 

Urticaria  fcbrUis 

— —    evanida 

— —    tuberosa 


ToUl  of  Cases 
Total  of  Deaths, 
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76 

70 

4 
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15 

1 

2 

4 

25 

U 

11 

3 

46 

12] 

1 

62 

20 

32 

22 

20 

6 

1 
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*  Morbi  InfuHtUet  kt  mtant  to  oomimsc  (hoBe  Disorders  prf ndpoUy  arising  from  dendtinn  oi 
indigestion  I  and  wliich  may  Ik  too  trivial  u>  enter  under  any  distinct  headit ;  Mwbi  BUioH,  wttt* 
Pomyiakits  »%  are  popularty  tmneA  bUJaus,  but  cannot  be  accutntely  cl;»<i«d. 


Observations  on  Prevailing  Diseases, 

The  difTeience  of  mortality  in  the  weeks  of  this  period  is  singularly 
neat.  In  the  second  week^  the  number  increased  one  half  of  that  whfcii 
the  Bin  of  the  first  contains.  Although  the  deaths  are  at  almost  every  %» 
augmented^  yet  chOdren  under  ten  years  of  age  have  suffered  the  roost. 
There  are  no  deaths  from  80  to  90  recorded  in  the  Bill  of  i^Iortality  from 
February  the  20th  to  the  27th.  This  most  probably  is  an  error;  because  in 
the  Bill  of  the  succeding  week,  tlie  number  at  that  age  is  double  the  usu^ 
number :  a  circumstance  not  reroncileable  with  any  loiowu  physical  causes. 

The  same  atmospheric  variations  have  chaiactcrized  the  present^  as 
have  marked  all  the  months  of  the  past  whiter:  but  as  the  degree  of  cold 
has  not  been  so  intense,  the  ustial  affections  of  the  respiratonr  organs,  coih- 
•equent  on  sudden  changes  of  weather,  though  frequent,  have  not  been 
generally  of  so  serious  a  nature ;  with  die  exception  at  Bronchitis.  Infiam* 
fisaCioD  oi  the  bronehitB  has  not  only  been  more  common  than  usual,  but  i^ 


S5S  Obaertatumi  en  Prevailing  Diseases. 

leen  ctf ended  with  a  great  degree  oTptfrexia,  and  has  required  very  acfire 
depietkm  and  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  antiphlogistic  plan.  We  rejoice  to 
$»e,  by  the  re^ftert  of  the  Reporters,  that  this  disease,  so  well  denned  by 
Dr.  Badham.  and  wfth  the  hisioiy  and  treatment  of  which  we  were  to  littib 
acquainted  before  the  publication  of  his  remarks,  is  now  more  generaSj 
noted  and  better  imderstood  by  medical  practitioners. 

Cynancke  laryngea  is  another  famiiaable  disease,  which,  uadl  lately, 
fiad  Men  littk  noticed.  The  fatality  usually  attending  it,  and  the  eminence 
of  several  individuala  who  have  fallen  sacrifices  to  it,  notwithstanding  the 
best  medical  aid^  attaches  a  high  degree  of  interest  to  this  disorder,  aiSl  n- 
duces  us  tO'  direct  the  attention  of  the  Faculty  more  immediately  to  it*  All 
the  cases  of  it  in  the  Register  of  the  Repository  of  the  last  and  present  month 
are  reported  successfuL  Does  this  happy  result  arise  from  the  complaint 
being  detected  and  judiciouslv  treated  ab  initio  ?  One  of  these  cases  is 
Stated  to  have  been  preceded  by  a  catarrh,  which  terminated  in  infliunnia'- 
tion  of  the  larynx  that  continued  for  five  weeks.  Bleeding,  blistering,  and 
antiphlogistic  remedies  were  had  recourse  to  with  mercurial  alteratives ; 
under  which  course  the  patient  quite  recovered.  It  is  highly  expedient  for 
elucidating  the  history  and  treatment  of  this  d&ease>  that  practitiooars 
should  publish  their  observations  whenever  it  occurs.. 

The  fatal  case  of  Erysipeias  was  that  of  a  man  aged  50,  who  had  p0e« 
viously  laboured  under  dyspepsia  and  vertigo  for  sevmil  months. 

Jntermittents,  as  may  oe  ejspected  in  the  vernal  season,  are  become 
more  common. 

Rubeola,  and  Variola  arq  very  rife  in  some  districts  of  the  town ;  parti« 
eulerly  in  St.  George's  Parish,  (West,)  among  the  lower  orders  of  people. 
There  fs  nothing  particular  attending  the  former  disease ;  but  the  latter  i« 
af  the  confiuent  Kind,  and  has  been  very  fiital  Unfortunately  the  prgudiee 
•till  existing  among  this  class  ji^ainst  Vaccination,  and  tlie  fear  of  exposure 
when  their  children  are  taken  ill  of  small  pox,  combine  to  produce  effects 
that  perpetuate  the  fomes  of  contagion. 

Vancclla  also  prevails  in  the  sasne  districL 

Of  Scarlattni  anffinosa,  there  is  more  than  the  ordinary  psoportion  of 
cases*  It  IS  not  confined  to  any  part  of  the  town,  nor  do  we  find  it  to  be 
peculiarly  fatal. 

A  case  of  Urticaria  febriUs  occurred  from  eating  of  mussels;  but  with, 
no  unusual  symptoms  or  efPccts. 
..  ■       .  '         ■ 

Monthly  Prices  of'  Substances  employed  in  Ph  aem  ac  y. 
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KOTICE  OF  LBCTURE, 

Dr.  Squire  will^  on  Tues(]Ay>  April  2d,  commence  a  Course  of 
Lectured  on  the  Principles  oikI  Practice  of  Midwifery,  including  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children.  Particulars  may  be  known  at 
Dr.  Squire's,  Ely  Place. 

tlTERARY  XOTICE. 

IVofessor  Himly,  of  Gottingen,  is  about  to  resume  the  publica- 
•Ton  oF  his  Journal,  on  the  Senses  (particularly  those  of  Hearing 
and  Vision),  wliich  tiie  state  of  the  continent  had'  suspended  £1^ 
anme  years. 

MONTHLY  CATALOGUE  OF  BOO^LS. 

Rudiments  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Human  Body. 
By  T.  J.  Anniger.     8vo.     Cox  and  Son. 

I^ctm-es  on  Craniological  Physiognomy,  in  which  the  Opinions 
«f  Di-s.  Crall  and  Spurzhehn  are  controverted.  Delivered  before  tlie 
City  Philosophical  StHriety.     By  a  Member.     8vo.     Wilson. 

Remarks  on  the  Editio  Altera  of  tlie  Phamiacopceia  Londinensis, 
luid  on  Dr.  IMweirs  Translation  and  Annotations.  By  R.  Phillips. 
Svo.     Phillips. 

Transactions  of  the  Geological  Society.    Vol.  II.  4jto.    Phillips. 

An  Elementary  Introduction  to  the  Knowledge  of  Mineralogy, 
&c,  designed  for  the  use  of  the  Student.  By  W.. Phillips,  Member 
<«f  the  Geological  Society.     12mo.     Phillips. 

A  Descriptive  Catalogue  of  the  British  Specimens  deposited  in 
tite  Geological  Collection  of  the  Itoy.  Instit.  1816'.    Longman  &  Co. 

A  Narrative  of  a  Journey  to  London  in  1814;  or,  A  Parallel  of 
the  English  and  French  Surgery :  preceded  by  some  Observationi 
on  tlie  London  Hospitals.     By  P.  J.  Roux.     Cox  and  Son. 

Observations,  with  Cases  illustrative  of  a  nc>y,  simple,  and  ex* 
peditioCLs  Mode  of  curing  J^heumatism  and  Sprains.  By  William 
Balfour,  M.  D.     UnderwrotL 

Notes  on  the  West  Indies,  including  Remarks  on  the  Seasoning 
or  Yellow  Fe\'er  of  Hot  Climates,  &c.  By  George  Pinkard,  M.  D. 
i?  Vols,  8vo.     A  new  Edition. 

An  Experimental  Inquiry  into  the  Nature,  Cause,  and  Varieties 
of  the  Arterial  Pulse.  By  C.  H.  Parry,  M.  D.  F.R.S.  Svo.  Underwood 

Instructions  to  Parents  on  the  Management  oi*  their  Cliildren. 
By  John  Way,  Surgeon.     12mo.    Callow. 

Health,  a  poem:  shewing  how  to  procure,  preserve,  and  restore 
k.    To  which  is  annexed,  the  Doctor's  Decade.    By  E.  Barnard,  M.D. 

An  E^^say  on  the  Bots  of  Horses  and  other  Animals.  By  Bracy 
Clark,  F.L.S..  Veterinary  Surgeon.     4to.     Calloy., 


NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communtcaiions  ore  received  from  Mr.  Gaitskell,  Mr.  Harrold, 
Mr.  Kerrisou,  Mr.  Bidwell,  Mr.  Green,  Mn  Millar,  Mr.  Mabey,  &c. 

//'  0//7" 'Chester  Corresjiondent  wilt  Jatoirr  i/.t  mth  his  address,  we 
shall  take  pleasure  in  givifig  him  every  saiixfaction  in  our  power,  in 
anrtver  to  his  qtiertes ;  (mt  we  must  beg  leave  to  decline,  except 
on  public  grounds,  introducing  tl^  subject  again  in  th$  Rgfo^toby. 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL 

REPOSITORY. 


No.  29.  MAY  I,    181&  VOL.V. 


3SSB 


i# 


PART  I. 
ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


I. 

Case  of  Ounahot  TttUXutt  of  the  Ntak  and  Head  of  the  JffttmeruSf 
in  which  the  SplinJtersy  including  about  two  tncha  of  that  Bon€f 
and  Jklly  oneMhird  of  its  headj  were  renwvedj  and  the  Arm 
presetted.  By  -— — -  Ramsay^  AssistanUSutgeon  Ist 
Ceylon  Rcgim€fnt< 

•-■*^»^— 

M  ATiTHcw  Os]^AL£«  Uf^  36,  a  Carpor$l  of  the  Royal  New« 
fbundland  FeneiUefi^  serving  as  a  raafine  on  board  the  flotilla 
on  Lake  £rie,  under  the  eommand  of  Captain  Rarclay,  in  the 
aetiofi  with  tlie  American  Squadron  on  tlie  10th  September 
1S13,  received  a  wound  by  a  gnipe-«hot  on  the  uppei*  part  of 
the  right  arm,  dose  to  the  shoulder.  Hie  ball  entei^  in  fronts 
bebiT  the  coracoid  process  of  the  scapula,  shattefed  the  humerus 
to  pieces  in  its  course,  and  come  out  on  the  back  part  of  the 
arm,  at  die  out^  edge  of  tlie  ddtmd  muscle.  One  large  s|d[in'«* 
ler  extended  into  the  joint 

This  man  was  at  first  imdei'tbe  care  of  Mr.  Voung,  ode  of 
the  surgeons  of  the  Royal  Navy,  who,  from  the  extent  ot  the  in- 
jfnry,  concluded  that  the  operation  of  amfnitation  at  the  shoulder^ 
Joint  was  unavoidable;  mid  accordingly ^  as  soon  as  he  considered 
him  in  a  fh  state  to  submit  to  this  operation,  Mr.  Richardson  and 
myself  were  called  on  to  assist  in  tne  performance .  of  it  Pre* 
psration  had  been  made,  and  tiie  patient  placed  on  the  table  t 
when  I  was  requested  to  see  that  every  thing  was  in  order,  and 
to  undress  the  arm. 

,  Hovingseen  the  iroond  a  few  days  after  the  action,  when  it  was 
m  a  high  state  of  inflammation^  and  heard  the  description  of  it^ 
progress  and  present  condition  by  Mr.  Young,  it  did  not  occur 
to  me  to  doubt  of  the  n^Bessity  or  the  operation,  until  I  xemoved 
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the  drc.>sin(vs ;  vvlien  it  presented  a  much  more  finvauraUe  ap> 
pearance  than '  I  had  been  led  to  expect  The  inflamaiatory 
symptoms  had  subsided;  the  granulations  around  the  edges 
were  clean  and  healthy ;  and  the. discharge,  altliougb  streaked 
with  a  thin  brownisli  matter,  proceeding  from  exluliating  bones, 
^ct,  was  of  a  tolerably  gooil  quality.  One  large  piece  of  bone 
ay  loose,  projecting  from  the  opening  in  front,  wliidi  I  ea:sily 
remmed  with  the  forceps. 


Taking  this  state  of  the  parts,  tliercfore,  into  consideration, 
and  tliat  this  was  the  right  arm  of  a  young  man  of  a  sound  con- 
stitution, I  thought  niysetf  justified  \n  giving  it  as  my  opinion, 
that  immediate  amputation  was  unnecessary,  as  I  conceived  it 
a  very  proper  case  for  a  trial  to  save  the  limb.  This  opinuxi 
was  accorded  to  by  Mr.  Young ;  but  wifli  a  presentiment,  that 
it  tended  only  to  put  oflTthe  day  of  operation  to  greater  dis- 
tance. In  the  mean  time,  IVfr.  Young  being  permitted  to  acoom« 
Cny  Captain  Barclay,  wlio  had  been  severely  wounded,  to 
>wer  Canada,  and  Mr.  Richardson  from  ill-health  being 
obliged  to  return  home,  the  case,  with  those  of  all  our  wounded 
prisoners,  was  left  under  my  care ;  and  with  them  I  was  sent 
into  the  United  States,  and  placed  in  an  liospital  at  Presquii. 

I  had  now  an  opportunity  of  attending  to  this  case  more 
particularly ;  and  on  examinatiqn  found,  tJiat  several  pieces  of 
Ixme,  which  had  been  driven  to  the  posterior  part  of  the  wound, 
lay  embe^di'd  among  the  muscles,  producing  much  irritatiiHi 
and  inflammation ;  with  pain  stretching  down  to  the  iSngersi 
and  tliat  several  splinters  adhered  to  toe  ends  of  the  fractured 
bone,  producing  an  unliealthy  discharge,  besides  the  large  piece 
which  extendeuiuto  the  joint  itself. 

In  order  to  make  room  for  the  removal  of  the  first  portion 
of  these,  I  made  a  large  and  dceo  incision,  from  the  lower  end 
of  the  opening  at  the  back  part  ot  the  arm ;  by  which,  altliough 
with  considerable  difficulty,  in  cutting  and  tearing  them  out,  I 
was  enabled  to  take  them  away.  Previously  to  tnis,  however, 
the  suppuration  had  lieen  excessive,  and  hectic  symptoms  had 
made  their  appearance,  attended  witli  a  diarrhcea,  which  created 
some  alarm.  In  a  few  days,  however,  af*ter  the  removal  of  these  . 
causeti  o{  irritation,  the  discharge  was  greatly  reduced,  and  the 
hectic  yielded  kindly  to  a  light  generous  diet  and, a  moderate 
a^wanceof  wine.  The  diarrhoea  submitted  to  small  doses  of 
rhubarb,  altei'nated  with  caliimba. 

To  iacilitatc  the  extraction  of  the  adhering  splinters,  this 
incision  was  for  some  time  kept  open,  and  the  opening  in  fron  • 
was  likewite  enlarged,  by  which  I  was  aUowed  to  c^al  freely 
with  tliera ;  and,  m  a  short  time,  partly  by  exfoliation,  but 
))rincipally  by  the  use  of  the  forceps,  they  were  removed— 
thirteen,  pieces  liaving  been  .taken  away  in  die  course  of  five 
woeksrf 
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There  still  remained,  however,  the  large  splinter,  extending 
into  the  joint,  which  was  producing  niiidi  irritation,  and  a  j>n>- 
fuse  gkety  discbarge  from  the  socket,  thereby  retarding  the 
general  healthy  action  of  the  whole;  the  result' <^  the  removal 
of  which  gave  me  considerable  concern,  pm"ticularly  as  the 
cutting  into  the  joint,  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  splinters 
oftbeliend  of  the  bone,  was  to  me  a  new  operation.  There 
was,  however,  no  alternative  in  ordeir  to  save  the  limb;  and, 
as  the  operation  was  not  a  dan^rousone,  I  had  no  difficulty  in 
bringing  my  mind  to  perform  it ;  particularly  as,  if  the  result 
should  be  unfavourable,  I  had  still  lx^fore  me  the  last  gnlud 
resource,  an  amputation,  or  an  excision. 

Having  thus  resolved  on  tlie  operation,  I  made  an  incision 
with  a  scalpel,  beginning  at  the  upper  ed^  of  the  wound  in 
front,  and  carried  it  upwards  in  the  direction  of  the  fibres  of 
the  deltoid,  as  far  into  the  joint  as  I  could,  by  which  tlie  cap- 
sular ligament  was  slit  up,  and  the  head  of  the  bone  exposed, 
over  which  the  fissure  of  the  fracture  was  seen  to  run.  Having 
deepened  the  incision,  cleared  the  piece  from  its  adhesions,  and 
enlarged rithe  opening  in  the  capsule,  to  the  extent  I  thought 
necessary  for  allowing  it  to  come  out ;  I  then  introduced  a  pair 
of  strong  forceps  at  the  under  part  of  the  fissure,  and  bringing 
tliem  upwards  as  a  wedge,  with  a  <?light  degree  of  violence  be- 
ing used,,  a  separation  was  effected,  and  tlie  fiiece,  including 
fully  one-third  of  the  head  of  the  humerus,  extracted.  During 
the  incision  a  small  vessel  bled  freely,  which  was  tied :  and  as 
I  expected  no  more  exfoliation,  I  closed  the  wound  with  straps 
of  aahesive  plaster,  applied  splints  and  a  bandage,  and  placed 
the  arm  on  a  resting  pad  in  a  proper  position. 

During  the  first  two  days  the  inflammation  ran  high,  and 
the  fever  was  considerable,  requiring  medicine  and  other  anti- 
phlogistic means.  On  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  the  pain 
and  tension  of  the  part  was  so  giTat  as  to  induce  me  to  remove 
the  splints  and  open  the  dressings ;  when  I  found  tliat  the  lips 
of  the  incision  had  receded,  and  were  much  swollen  and  tumid ; 
the  discharge  was  dark  and  bloody,  and  in  great  quantity ;  and 
the  bottom  of  the  wound,  even  after  this  was  cleared  away,  ap- 
pou^  very  foul  and  unpromising.  I  laid  a  pledget  of  simple 
dressing  on  it,  and  over  this  a  large  poultice. 

Next  morning  the  pain  and  tension  had  abated;  he  had 
slept  well  during  the  night,  and  the  fever  was  less;  but  there 
was  no  improvement  in  the  discharge.  I  dressed  from  the  ix>t- 
tom  with  bits  of  lint  soaked  in  a  weak  solution  of  sulphate  of 
2inc  mixed  with  camphor ;  and  a  saline  draught  was  ordered 
for  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day,  all  the  inflammatory  symp- 
toms bad  ceased,  and  the  fever  had  subsided;  but  t^e  stMter, 
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lUid  appearance  of  the  bottom  of  the  wound  were  stiD  of  an 
unfitvourable  nature.  It  wf»  dressed  with  lint  soaked  in  a  warm 
digestive  ointment ;  and  I  put  him  on  a  course  of  bark,  inth  a 
more  generous  diet.  Under  this  treatment,  in  the  oourse  of  a 
week,  the  discharge  was  v^  much  improved,  and  granu* 
lations  of  a  heakby  appearance  fa^gan  to  shoot  out  from  the 
lx)ttom. 

The  removal  of  the  spliitf ers  had  left  a  vacancy  of  about 
two  inches  between  the  fractured  ends  of  the  bone,  besides  that 
oocaaoned  by  the  extraction  of  the  part  of  the  head,  which  vas 
to  be  replaced  by  callus;  an  object,  now,  anipously  to  be 
wished  for,  In  order,  therefore,  to  assist  Nature  in  this  pro- 
cess, splints  were  applied  to  pre8er>'e  the  arm  in  a  proper  posi^ 
tion,  and  compresses  were  used  to  prevent  sinuses  from  form- 
ing, whilst  the  constitution  of  the  patient  was  kept  up  by  n  good 
di^t  and  an  allowance  of  toddy.     The  bark  was  continued. 

Tbediief  difficulty  now  arose  from  the  frequent  necessity 
of  removing  the  splints;  and  it  required  vcary  particular  attaar 
tion  to  guard  against  the  in^nuation  of  matter  downward  amooff 
the  muscles.  The  patient's  health,  however,  continuing  goodi 
and  rather  improving,  the  cure  went  on  well,  and  ioflced  much 
bettef  than  I  "ad  reason  to  expect.  In  seven  weeK»  after  the 
(Extraction  of  all  the  splinters  (three  months  from  the  time  he 
came  under  my  care),  the  re^formation  of  bone  was  completed; 
and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  removing  the  splints,  and  seeifkg 
my  patient  use  his  arm ;  with  which  he  ir4s  very  proud  to  carry 
the  dressing  board,  hand  me  a  basin,  or  assist  those  who  could 
not  help  theinselves, 

In  order  to  obtdn  as  much  motion  of  the  jdnt  as  possible, 
I  induced  htm  to  use  it  frequently  and  freely ;  and  this  he  hm 
effected  to  a  considerable  extent  before  he  feft  the  ho8|ntal  at 
Presquil :  but,  ip  removing  from  thence  to  Pittsbuf^gh,  he  ha4 
the  misfortune  to  b^  ovcrtprned  from  a  sledge  in  going  down  4 
steep  hill,  by  which  this  joint  wqs  wrenched.  Inflammatioii 
succeeded,  the  wound  again  opened,  and  two'  or  three  small 
pieces  of  bone  came  away.  Since  that  period  the  joint  has  been 
snchylosed ;  but  the  motion  from  the  range  of  the  scapula  is 
«till  so  great  as  to  allow  him  to  put  off  and  on  )us  clothes,  use 
his  knife  and  fork,  tie  his  handkerchief,  and  perform  many 
other  operations  of  comfort  and  convenience,  Which,  had  the 
arm  been  amputated,  he  must  have  been  deprived  of  for  ever. 

I  was  well  aware  of  the  risk  I  had  incurred  in  taking  upon 
myself  the' responsibility  of  thi9case;  particularly  as  it  went 
so  directly  in  tne  face  pf  a  generally  aacepted  rule  in  surgery. 
In  the  short  time  \  had  bucn  in  the  service,  however,  I  had 
ima^ned  I  had  seen  several  instances  of  limbs  lopped  off  un- 
thinkingly ;  and  I  laid  it  dowp  as  an  axiom,  that  in  all  kiadi 
of  doubtuil  cases  I  should  make  this  the  last  resource. 


Ramsay  on  GutuhatFraeturt  oftht  Head  oftht  Humerus. 

In  another  case,  on  the  same  oocasion  as  the  above,  WilHaai 
Cooper,  gunnc^'^s  mate,  was  struck  by  a  cannot-shot,  on  the 
upper  part  of  tlie  arm,  which  broke  the  humerus,  and  lacerated 
the  DMiscles  from  the  centifie  of  the  deltoid  half-way  down  th« 
iu*m;  this  was  likewise,  at  a  oonsultaiion,  given  up  to  am}nh> 
tationu  I  had  th/2  satisfaction  ofcuriog  this  arm  completely  s 
and  of  saving  an  abie-bodied  young  man,  and  one  of  iiie  best 
fieamen  oii  board  the  fleet,  to  the  service.  This  iiian^  during 
the  latter  part  of  our  stay  in  the  United  Stales,  was  chopper 
of  the  wood  to  tba  Hospital,  and  is  iiow,  I  believn*,  on  si^rvioe 
on  the  Ltakea.- 

It  would  appear  presumption  in  me  to  lay  down  rules  for 
distinguishing  such  ^ases  wnereui  an  attempt  to  sav^  iimbs  is 
warrantable ;  rules  for  this  purpose  having  akeady  been  laid 
down  by  more  experienced  and  aUe  surgeons:  but  {  must  voty- 
fess  that  it  has  frequently  mscurred  to  me,  tliat  surgical  laws^ 
#ilthough  made  with  great  dificriminatioii,  and  ofteo  absolutely 
necessary,  are  sometimes  upt  only  nugatory,  but  embarrassing'; 
preventing  much  the  progress  of  the  science  by  deterring  young 
surgeoDs  irom  the  exercise  of  their  ju(^;n)eat    In  cases  of  gun- 
shot wounds,  particularly,  there  are  so  many  objects  to  be 
tak^n  into  account,  as,  situation,  circumstances,  constitution, 
and  other  indefinable  and  anomalous  characteristics,  that  any 
general  rule  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  embrace  die  whole'^ 
.  and  iifter  the  guarded  and  learneu  delineations  which  the  stu« 
dent  receives  from  lectures  or  from  auth(Mr«,  when  he  c*onies 
into  the  field  he  looks  to  his  post  labours  tor  assistance,  but 
often  finds  his  retraces  useless  and  vain.     He  sees  sometbing 
now,  vhich  he  never  saw  nor  heard  described  before ;  and  he 
4inda  that  he  is  left  solely  to  his  own  judgment  and  discrifnina- 
tioUs     It  is  u  ell  for  him,  and  those  under  his  care,  if  he  has 
studied  attentively  the  true  principles  of  his  profession,  in  <x. 
ercising  tliat  judgment  whidi  must  be  now  callcii  into  action. 
No  one  ever  lelt  more  the  €orce  of  these  observations  tfamn  I 
did  on  the  present  occasion.    Almost  at  my  entrance  in^•o  tlic 
aeryice-^-^lett  with  the  charge  of  above  one  hundred  men^  very 
severely  wounded,  insulated  almost  from  advice,  and  with  very 
0pare  means  of  being  useful,  my  resources  were  confint»d  in  a 
great  measure  to  myself:  and  it  is  with  not  a  little  pride  tliat  I 
am  enabled  to  say,  that  even  in  this  awkward  situation,  my  en. 
deavours  were  crowned  with  success ;  not  a  lite  having  been 
lost  of  all  those  who  were  wounded  on  that  occa^on. 

It  has  been  stated  to  me,  that  the  cure  of  Osdale^a  ea.ie  was 
performed  after  the  manner  of  M.  Lamy^  the  surgeon  in  chief 
of  the  French  army.  It  may  be  M.  Larrey'*s  mode ;  but  vhen 
I  made  the  attempt  to  save  that  limb,  I  had  not  heard  thi^tf  he, 
AT  any  other  suigcon,  had  performed  a  similar  (^ration.     It 
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)ms  aldo  lieen  sir^vested,  that  excision  of  the  head  of  the  hone 
ivouk)  liave  been  a  more  certain  method  of  cure  in  this  case;  but 
I  m*ed\>nly  mention^  that  the  one  is  a  shnple,and  the  other,com« 
parativcly  speaking,  a  formidable  operation;  and,  surely,  when 
simple  means  eaii  produce  tuniilar  effects,  we  shouTd  not  have 
icrcHirse  to  those  wnich  are  more  comphcatcd.  And  I  am  fondly 
led  to  hopf,  that,  aft  it  b^s  been  shown  in  this  ease  that  oonsider- 
abieporlioniTof  tlie  head  of  tlie  bone  may  be  removed  from  the 
loint  with  a  favourable  result,  not  on)y  the  dreadfully  muni- 
mg  operation  of  amputatioii  will,  in  nine  cases  of  ten  in 
which  it  was  formerly  practised,  be  aboU^hed ;  but  that  even 
this  operation  of  excision  wil)  be  found  to  be.  less  frequently 
necessary. 


if. 

A  H^pfy  fo  the  Quates^  of  "  a  Young  Accoucheur ^'^  respecting  the 
Operation  of  Crphalatomia.     By  Obstetricus. 


I  ifAVK  always  considered,  tliat  Medical 
Fublicatioiis  arc  especially  useful,  in  affording  to  those  irho 
wisli  to  acquire  infonnution  a  convenient  means  of  pro- 
poevlng  questions,  stating  objections,  making  remarks,  &c.  and 
thereby  promoting  a  calm  and  tem})erate  discussion  of  important 
practical  subjects,  to  the  great  benefit  of  tlie  profes»DD  gene* 
i-sliy: — ^it  is  therefore  with  r^et  that  I  see  ingenuous  ques- 
tions passed  over  without  reply  w  observatiofn,  and  am  in  oon- 
sequeiKe  induced  to  attempt  resolving  your  correspoadent^s 
doubts  (see  vat.  iii.  p.  383)  respecting  we  operation  of  Cepha* 
latomia. 

He  inquires,  "  1st,  Whether,  after  the  operation  of  cepha- 
latomia,  the  contents  of  the  cranium  having  lieen  evacnated,  it 
would  not  be  better  to  expedite  tlie  delivery  by  the  Uf;e  of  the 
blunt  hook  or  crotchet,  than  to  wait,  as  some  authors  recom- 
mend j  six,  twelve,  eiglitceu,  or  twenty-ibur  hours,  that  the  head 
may,  jf  possible,  be  acconmiodated  to  tlie  passage  ?^ 

To  this  query  I  would  venture  to  reply,  that  it  will  be  sel- 
dom right  to  leave  the  child  to  the  action  of  the  pains  for  eighteen 
or  twenty-four  hours  after  the  head  is  opened ;  but  if  it  can  be 
ascertained,  that  tlic  {lelvis  of  the  patient  is  so  much  distorted 
as  to  precliKle  the  possibility  of  the  child  passing  through  it  un- 
dimiuisbed  (a  fact  which  is  sometimes  veiy  diilicuk  to  be  deter- 
mined, particularly  if  it  be  a  first  child),  it  wiU  very  much 
contribute  to  the  success  of  the  o|ienition  and  tlie  welfare  of  the 
patient,  to  open  the  head  while  the  pains  are  still  strong,  and 
Jet  the  fietus  be  exposed  to  tlieir  action  for  some  hoiin  before 
the  attempt  to  extract  it  be  made. 
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The  advantage  of  this  mode  of  practice  is,  that  the  ex« 
traction  of  tlie  child  b  ultimal  ely  effected  with  less  suffering 
and  danger  to  the  luother,  than  \t\  immediately  after  the  head 
is  perforated,  an  attempt  were  made  by  means  ot*  the  hook  or 
crotchet  to  terminate  the  labour:  for  as  the  head  must,  if  the 
erforator  is  used  early,  be  lying  high,  the  operator  will  have 
ut  little  command  oz  his  instruments ;  and  tlie  resiatanoe  will 
be  so  great,  that  he  must  use  much  force  to  succeed  in  his  «&• 
deavour,  and  consequently  there  will  be  considerable  hazard  ui 
the  instrument  shpping  and  d<^ng  mischief:  wliereas^  by  \vm^ 
iug,  the  firmness  of  the  bones  and  tlie  elasticity  of  tlie  sc^ft  pwl»^ 
will  gradually  give  way,  the  child  will  advance  lower  into  d\a 
pelvjs,  and  the  operator,  usith  hisjingers  alone^  will  probabl}^  be 
able  to  loosen  ^and  withdraw  the  parietal  bones,  so  as  to  render 
tlie  blunt-hook  sufficient  io  accomplish  the  delivery,  to  the  total 
exclusion  of  the  crotchet,  which  is  at  all  times  a  very  dangerous 
instrument 

li\  lio  wever,  the  labour  have  been  of  v^y  long  duration,  be- 
fore the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  the  perforator,  is  aaoer- 
tained ;  or  if  the  child  have  been  for  some  time  dead ;  or  if  the 
operatioai  be  undertaken  because  the  -woman's  strength  has  al- 
ready given  way  ;  then  it  seems  expedient  to  proceed  without 
delay  to  the  extraction ;  l)ecause  the  benefit  to  be  acquired  by 
leavnig  the  infant  to  the  influence  a(  the  pains,  and  the  flac- 
cidity  c^onsequent  upoR  the  loss  of  vitabty,  will  liave  been  aU 
ready  obtained.  The  situation  of  the  patient  al«o  wiU  heaueh  as 
to  demand  the  most  prompt  removal  possible  of  the  infant^ 
now  become  an  exciting  cause  of  inflammation  tod  fever  in 
the  uterus.  In  this  case  likewise  I  would  beff  to  remark,  that 
the  fingers  of  the  merator  will  often  supersede  the  necessity  of 
either,  crotchet  or  blunt*hook. 

Sdly,  Your  correspondent  asks,  "  wliether  rupture  of  tlie 
uterus  does  not  ofltener  arise  as  a  consequence  of  its  long  con- 
tinued action ;  and  possibly,  the  pressing  of  the  craggy  bones 
of  the  cranium  on  tlae  cervix  uteris  than  from  any  other  cause?^ 
If  by  this  question  is  to  be  understood  the  danger  of  rup« 
ture,  after  tlie  perforator  has  been  employed,  it  may  be  replied^  ^ 
that  the  principal  danger  of  rupturing  the  uterus  arises  from 
the  unmobility  of*  tlie  Uidy  on  which  the  uterus  is  acting:  now 
the  cranium  being  perforated  and  llius  rendered  more  com- 
pressible,  will  yield  somewhat  to  the  pressure  of  the  pains  ;  and 
thus  the'danger  of  a  rupture  will  be  lessened. 

Ah  to  the  hazard  of  mjuring  the  cervix  uteri  from  the  sharp 
or  9'aggy  edges  of  the  perforated  cranium,  this  would,  I  think, 
be  generally  prevented  by  the  scalp  which  is  always  to  be  lefl 
a»«  guard  and  covering  to  tlic  bones:  but,  in  fact,  if  there  be 
much  of  tlie  cervix  uteri  undilated  when  the  perforation  is 
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Bnde^  it  itiO  tM  cmmiumlj  be  possible  to  remore  the  bones; 
and  of  course  they*  must  rennun,  not  because  we  are  careless  or 
Ae  danger,  haft  because  to  remove  it  is  out  of  our  power. 

Upon  the  whole  I  am  inclined  to  belie^ef  that  it  is  the  pre-* 
imUe  pracdoe  to  allow  a  considerable  degree  of-  delay  bdbre 
the  perrorator  i&  employed ;  beit  if  the  operatbn  be  resolved  on 
WToft  die  pains  are  snspended^  then  to  allow  some  time,  per« 
lurps  from  rout  ta  ten  hours^  to  elapse,  after  the  introduction  of 
Ae  perforator*  before  proc^ding  to  extract  the  diild  i  if^  how-' 
ever,  tha  above  enumerated  circumstances  have  already  taken 
pfaiDe,,  it  19  proper  to  tenmnate  the  htbotir  with  as  macb 
expedition  as  can  Mtftig  be  used. 

The  doctrine  tacight  hj  Dr.  Osbom  of  opening  the  head 
early^  and  then  teavtn|^  the  ease  for  thirty  hours  to  the  effecta 
rf  uterine  action,  haa  been  combated  witH  no  little  success  by 
Br.  Blsnd,  in  his  very  vahiaMie,  but  neglected,  '^^  Observations 
an  Human  and  on  Conqparative  Parturition,  1794,^  to  whidi  I 
tefisryaurcoriespondent  fox  further  information  cm  thi»  im^ 
pNTtant  sttbjetf . 


HI 

Obstrvatiotti  tm  the  Effects  of  Sulphurrc  Acid  onr  Infants  at  the 
JBreasty  when  admrwisterei  to  the  Nnrse.  By  O.  W.  Babx* 
X.BY,  M.I>.  Bristol. 

Mt  thasiks  are  due  to  the  Editors  of  the  Repantory  for 
their  early  reply  to  a  craery  I  proposed,  (vide  Reposkory^  vol. 
iv.  p,  289^,)  regatdinj^  tne  effects  or  sulphuric  acid  on  the  suck* 
ing  infant  when  adminislered  to  the  nurse ;  and  I  avail  myself 
af  this  oppottimity  to  offer  them. 

I  have  hitherto  refrained  ftom  advancing  any  opinion  on  this 
subject,  wflBtittJf  for  the  tkne  when  some  of  your  ctirrespondents 
might  publish  the  results  of  their  experience ;  bat  as  the  tes< 
amony  of  Mr.  Diamond*  has  confirmed  my  observations,  1 
fieel  warranted  in  proceeding  in  the  inquiry.  Previous  to  my 
iaoowledge  of  the  two  ooea  whidi  I  have  recorded,  I  had 
been  often  in  the  practice  of  administering  suTphnric  acid  in 
similar  circumstances ;  nor  do  I  remember  to  have  witnessed 
any  unpleasant^  oonsequenoes  resuWng  from  its  use,  to  the  io^* 
fants ;  the  possibility  of  such  an  event  never  having  presented 
itself  to  my  consideration.  8tiH  might  it  not  be  presumed,  that 
these  effects  maty  have  been  unconsciously  witnessed  fram  a 
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full  confidence  in  the  safety  of  the  practice  P  or  they  may  have- 
been  imputed  perhaps  to  other  causes. 

It  must  be  admitted,  that  in  treating  the  diseases  of  infants 
we  are  the  more  liable  to  err  in  judgment,  from  the  very  im* 
perfect  information  we  can  for  the  most  part  obtain,  as  to  the 
seat  and  nature  of  their  disorders,  they  bdn^  of  themselves 
wholly  incapable  of  giving  any  satisfaction  on  wat  head.  Ge» 
nerally  speaking,  the  complaints  of  children  chiefly  arise  fkna 
obstructions  in  the  prima  vur  ;  but  our  opinions  as  to  the  re* 
mote  or  proximate  cause  of  these  obstructions  must  be  some- 
times necessarily  inconclusive ;  so  that  attention  and  exiierience 
alone  can  enable  us  to  form  a  rational  diagnosis.  It  often 
happens,  that  in  the  lap  of  securiu  suspidon  is  lulled  asleqp^ 
thereby  preventing  the  detection  ot  error ;  at  present,  however^ 
suspicion  rests  on  the  practice  alluded  to,  which  therefore 
should  be  in  future  carenilly  watched,  so  that  a  due  investiaa* 
tion  may  lead  either  to  its  confirmation  or  refutaticm :  at  Uie 
pame  time,  I  again  request  your  correspondents  to  favour  me, 
through  the  m^um  of  the  Repository^  with  the  results  of 
their  researches  and  experience.  I  shall  add .  a  few  remarka 
connected  with  the  subject : 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  differences  in  the  milk  of  wo* 

men  may  arise  from  the  qualities  of  the  food :  so  that  the  milk 

of  a  woman  who  suckles,  Uving  on  vegeto-animal  food,  never 

acesces  nor  coagulates  fix>m  its  own  msposition,  although  ex* 

posed  for  a  long  time  to  extreme  heat ;  wiiereas,  if  die  live  oa 

vegetable  food  only,  it,  like  cow^s  milk,  eanly  and  spontaneously 

acesces,  and  is  acted  upon  by  all  coagulating  substances;  and 

hence  experienced  matrons,  who  give  suck,  carefully  abstaux 

from  vegetable  acids,  as  well  as  frpm  those  vegetables  which  are 

termed  acescent;  experience  having  taujght  them  that  they 

occasion  considerable  disorder  in  their  infants,  attaided  with 

much  pain  and  uneasiness.     Similar  changes  too,  respecting 

food,  are  observed  in  the  milk  of  animals,  denoted  occanonally 

by  taste,  smell,  arid  colour.    If  cows  feed  in  a  pasture  where 

garlic  grows,  the  milk,  and  oonseauent]^  the  cretun  and  butter 

nrocured  from  it,  retain  a  powerful  taint  of  the  garlic,  affectin|f 

Doth  smell  and  taste.    In  like  manner,  if  a  cow  subsist  for  some 

time  on  turnips,  the  flavour  of  that  root  is  instantly  discovered. 

in  the  butter.    Again,  if  it  partake  of  those  yellow  flowers 

commonly  called  butter-cups,  (ranunculus  (icm,)  to  which  they 

are  naturally  averse,  but  are  sometimes  constrained  to  eat,  in  a 

pasturage  where  they  are  very  thickly  interspersed  with  the 

herbage,  the  milk  is  deeply  tinged  with  the  colour  pf  the  flowers  . 

particularly  the  cremoraceous  part  of  it 

Admitting  then  that  ve^taol<es  and  ;heir  acids  are  capable  of 
effecting  sud)  changes  in  t&s  8e<»retion,  when  th^  are  received 
VOL.  v.— NO.  29.  .  .     3b 
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i»t»  tbe  stctnach,  does  it  not  amount  to  a  probability,  that  tbe 
use  of  mineral  acids  will  produce  analogous  eflbcts  ?  Certain  it 
is,  that  when  sulphuric  acid  is  added  to  milk  taken  from  the 
cow^  it  evinces  a  coagulating  power  superior  to  that  of  the  ye> 
tabh»  or  animal  acids.  Vegetable  acids  will  coagulate  milk;  but 
tbe  separation  of  the  curd  from  the  whey  wiu  be  incomplete, 
•nd  th^^re  unfitted  for  the  purpose  oi  cheese-making;  in 
which  process,  tbe  gastric  juiceoi  a  calf  is  employed,  under  tbe 
li{^)elIation  of  rennet :  yet  I  know  a  farmer,  who  has  for  many 
years  on  these  oceaaons  substituted,  for  the  rennet,  a  very 
strong  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  copper ;  which  has  answered 
tbe  intention  in  a  more  complete  manner  than  could  be  obtuned 
hy  any  other  means ;  and  this  too  is  effected  without  tbe  addi- 
tion of  heat,  which  is  always  requisite  where  the  former  is  used. 
This  metallic  salt  is  used  from  a  motive  of  saving,  both  in  fuel 
aoid  in  the  cost  of  the  rennet,  which  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
sulphate  of  copper^. 

To  condude.  It  appears  to  me  most  likely,  that  tlie  acid 
kft  question  given  to  suckling  nurses  or  mothers  will  render  the 
aailk  acescent,  and  thereby  occadon  those  griping  pains,  with 
curdled,  greenish,  acrid  stools,,  the  consequence  of  acidity,  which 
areoften  witnessed  in  ipfants,  and  are  frequently- forerunners  of 
^convulsions.  I  press  the  inquiry^  because  I  consider  the  object 
of  it  in  a  more  important  light  than  that  in  which  it  appeared 
prima  fadtf  and  as  well  meriting  attention ;  for  as  the  largest 
livers  derive  their  sources  from  very  small  streams,  so  the  most 
valuable  truths  may  be  elicited  from  thiniSi  apparently  insimi- 
ic«t  in  their  origin.  b     i**""      J'       6 

Ok  the  Treatment  of  Porrigo  Scutulata,    By  Obson  Bidwell; 
^  Surgeo«.Apotbiea,;7^ton,  near  WveAampton. 

In  the  fourth  volume  (p.  51)  of  tbe  Medical  Repository^  Dr. 
Clanny  has  described  a  disease  which  is  at  variance  with  tha 
appeUation  he  has  given  it ;  inasmuch  as  the  Impetigo  i^raftf 
<^  WiUan  is  not  conti^bus,  seldom  affects  children,  and  for  the 
most  nart  has  its  seat  on  the  extremities;  whereas  the  disease 
Dr.  Clanny  has  described,  is  stated  by  him  as  beinc;  contasfiousy 
und  having  its  seat  upon  the  scalp,     is  it  not  therefore  probable. 


^*i 


*  Never  having  heard  that  the  amsumers  of  the  cheese  thua 
prnared  have  experien^  any  injurious  conaeqaences  from  itsMse^ 
€»  Oat  the  pigs  who  devoured  the  whey  were  in  any  decree  affected 
thereby ;  may  npt  milk  be  exhibited  as  an  antidote^  where  a  qnaii* 
tkQr  be  ttilphale  of  copper  has  been  swallowed  ^-^Author. 

We  have  to  infbrm  Dr.  Bartfey  diattbe  best  antidolielar  aU  the 
cupreous  salts  is  8ugar««—XMT0BS. 


Bidwell  on  the  Treatmeni  of  Porrigo  Scutulata.       911 

that  he  means  Porrigo  scutulata  f    There  are  however  two  cir- 
cumstances which  militate  ag&inst  this  supposition;  the  appre-> 
Jiension  Dr.  Clatiny  entertained  of  the  disease  spreading  over 
the  body,  and  the  inefficacy  of  the  treatment  he  has  recom- 
mendea. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  species  of  porrigo,  my  practice  has 
be^n  considerable;  and  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1804*,  my 
partner  employed  adhesive  plaister  in  a  great  number  of  cases; 
and  although  m  our  practice  it  was  not  found  to  be  successful 
in  a  single  instance,  yet  we  have  occasionally  found,  that  it  is  a 
useful  remedy,  especially  in  those  tedious  cases  where  the  scalp 
had  been  for  a^long  time  irritated  by  stimulating  apphcatioosb 
I  have  observed,  that  varying  the  applications  very  irequentljr, 
facilitates  the  cure  of  tins  intractable  disease ;  and  any  on% 
remedy  that  has  been- serviceable  for  a  short  time,  has  beea 
found  inert  if  the  use  of  it  have  been  long  continued.  I  haVa 
indeed  never  known  a  case  of  the  comphdnt  removed  by  waf 
single  remedy ;  and  it  is  a  repiarkable  circumstance)  diat  two 
ointments  used  alternately  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  will  cure  tha 
disease  ;  whilst  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  diem,  nor  a 
combination  of  both,'  is  capable  of  accompUshing  it.  Since  my 
first  observation  of  this  fact,  a  considerable  number  of  cases 
have  yielded  in  a  moderate  time  to  the  alternate  use  of  oeratum 
sabinae  and  unguentum  hydrar^yri  nitratis.  Where  the  com* 
plaint  is  recent,  I  dilute  these  omtments ;  but  ki  more  obstinate 
cases,  I  have  sometimes  found  it  necessary  to  increase  their 
strength,  by  adding  to  the  cerate  a  fresh  portion  of  savin,  and 
to  an  ounce  of  the  ointment  from  half  a  drachm  to  a  drachm  of 
nitric  acid. 

About  a  year  ago,  I  was  consulted  by  a  farmer  whose- 
children  had  been  for  a  long  time  afflicted  with  this  frightful 
disease.  I  was  likewise  informed,  that  several  remedies  ha4 
been  resorted  to,  and  that  tobacco  and  oxymuriate  of  mercury 
in  the  form  of  lodon,  had  been  freely  applied  to  the  parts  with* 
out  any  benefit.  I  first  recommenced  strong  savin  ointmenL 
which  was  evidently  of  service  for  a  short  time ;  but  as  its  good 
effects  were  not  permanent,  the  ungutnltuti^  ai  scabitm  of  Banyer 
was  used ;  and  by  the  alternate  use  of  it  with  the  savin  cerate,  I 
had  the  satisfaction  to  find  tlie  disease  removed  from  the  whol^ 
family  in  about  ten  weeks. 

Although  I  am  not  able  to  say  that  these  remedies  will, 
with  more  certainty,  succeed  than  other  stimulants  used  in  the 
same  manner,  yet  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the 
savin  cerate  as  a  remedy  of  conuderable  efficacy ;  and  I  am  de* 
cidedly  of  opinion,  that  alternatii^  the  use  of  a  metallic  mth  a 
vegetable  irritant,  will  be  found  of  the  first  advantage  in  tha 
trMtment  of  this  unmani^geable  disease. 

S  b2 
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V. 

t 

On  the  Effect  o/NitrMU  ofSUvtr  m  the  Skin.  By  E.  HaxmlDi 
Chesnunt,  Herts^  Member  of  the  Boyal  College  of  Sur- 
geons, London. 

There  is  .a  phenomenon  of  a  very  remarkable  kind  to 
If  hich  I  wish  to  .draw  your  attention,  andf  that  of  your  scientifio 
readers,  as  it  has  not,  I  believe,  hitherto  been  noticed  in  tlie 
Hqmiiofy. 

It  is  a  very  singular  and  unfortunate  change  of  complexion 
occurrinj;  in  some  epileptic  patients. 

Habit  has,  of  late  years,  rendered  the  various  shades  be- 
tween Uaek  axid  fair  so  familiar  to  us,  as  to  be  no  longer  striking; 
but  this  peculiarity  cannot  escape  observation,  and  cannot  fail, 
at  ^rst,  to  produce  some  degree  of  pain  to  the  spectator,  from 
the  apparent  threat  of  momentary  aanger  to  the  sufferer. 

I  know  of  several  cases  of  this  description ;  and  one  in  par- 
ticular which  I  have  frequent  opportunity  of  seeing.  The  com- 
plexion is  lividj  or  a  deep  shaae  of  black  tinted  with  blue.  It 
IS  really  shockmg;  and  one  might  almost  say,  with  the  poet, 

"  Her  gloomy  presence  saddens  aH  the  scene, 
''  blades  ev'ry  flower,  and  darkens  every  green." 

This  would  be  sad  epough  if  it  were  the  effect  of  mere  disease; 
but  there  is,  as  I  understand,  no  doubt  of  its  being  tiie  e^ect  of 
the  internal  use  of  a  medicine — the  nitrate  of  silver. 

This  is  a  very  curious  and  interesting  subject  for  investiga- 
tion ;  and,  as  it  has  occurred  in  the  practice  of  at  least  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  physidans  in  London,  he,  or  tliev,  might 
render  essential  service  to  the  profession  at  large,  and  our  fair 
oountiy-women  more  especially,  by  favouring  us  with  \he  history 
of  cases  of  this  kind ;  from  which  some  very  important  de- 
ductions miffht  be  drawn. 

We  might  perhaps  learn,  in  the  employment  of  this  power- 
ful and  useful  remedy,  how  ffar  we  may  proceed  with  safety ; 
whether  it  is  the  quantity  or  intensity^  its  long  continuation,  or 
the  magnitude  of  the  dose,  that  is  productive  of  this  ijnfortu- 
nate  consequence;  or  whether  any  peculiarity  of  constitution, 
or  admixture  dP  other  remedies,  or  improper  diet  during  its 
exhibidon,  leads  to  this  result. 

We  think  diat  we  understand  the  mode  in  which  iaundice 
Ib  produced ;  but  tliere,  the  cause  being  removed,  tne  effect 
toon  ceases,  as  die  deposited  matter  is  soon  absorbed  again : 
here,  unfaapply^  die  tint  is  permanent  ^ 

Some  one  has  lately  caOed  in  question  the  existence  of  the 
lete  muoosum  in  white  people;  where  then  is  this  deposit  made  ? 
wd  where  is  the  odourtd  matter  ^ed  after  tattooing?    Whei( 


•  • 
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opportunity  offers,  it  may  he  mataial  to  ascertain  of  T^liat  the 
deposited  matter  in  these  hiack  and  blue  patients  consists i 
this  bdng  discovered,  some  external  chemical  agent  might  per- 
liaps  be  employed  to  decompose  the  substance, .  and  either  im- 
prove its  colour  or  occasion  its  absorption. 

I  confess  that,  situated  as  I  am,  I  should  be  almost  afraid 
to  acknowledge  that  I  had  so  effectually  spoiled  a  lady^s  com- 
plexion ;  but,  as  such  a  result  could  not  have  been  foreseen 
\for  tliere  is,  I  believe,  nothing  analogous  to  it  in  the  history  of 
medidne),  so  no  blame  could  attach  to  a  regular  practitioner, 
for  doing  every  thing  in  his  power  to  subdue  an  obstinate  and 
fonnidable  disease,  which,  till  lately,  was  not  known  to  yield 
inth  any  degree  of  certainty  to  any  other  remedy :  and  men  of 
deserved  celebrity  in  the  profession  do  themselves  honour,  and  no 
injury,  by  recording  unfortunate  cases,  which,  being  so  marked, 
serve  as  Deacons  to  others,  warning  them  of  their  near  approach 
to  danger. 

Besides,  as  there  is  a  space  set  apart  in  your  Journal  for 
the  admission  of  Juthenttcated  Cases ;  which,  if  the  narrator 
choose,  skreens  him  from  personal  inconvenience,  though  it 
lessens  the  value  of  the  authority  in  public  estimation,  I  shall 
be  happy  if  this  notice  produce  any  communication  and  discus- 
^on,  elucidating  so  cunous  a  fact*. 


VI. 

£a9e  of  Cancer  of  the  Mamma  successfully  treated.  By  Jona- 
than Geeen,  Wenlock,  Salop,  Member  of  the  Boyil 
College  of  Surgeons,  London. 

The  mere  detul  of  a  successful  case  like  the  following,  can- 
not, I  am  aware,  confer  credit  on  the  practitioner  in  the  present 
improved  state  of  surgery ;  but  it  may  tend  in  some  degree  ts> 
practical  good* 

*  We  are  aware  that  this  singular  effect  of  nitrate  of  silver  on 
the  complexion  of  persons  who  have  taken  it  internally  as  a  remedy 
in  different  diseases,  as  well  as  for  epilepsy,  has  been  noticed  by  se- 
veral physicians  of  this  and  other  countries.  Our  correspondent^ 
the  if^enious  and  learned  Dr.  Albers,  of  Bremen,  some  time  ago 
met  with  an  instance  of  it,  and  has  communicatad  his  obaervatiani 
on  this  phenomenon  to  the  medical  public.  It  is  further  remark* 
able,  from  producing  this  blue  or  dark  tinge  to  the  skin  at  an  inter* 
val  of  Xwo  or  three  years  firom  the  time  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  ex- 
Jubited,  and  afterwards  remaining  permanentiy  fixed. 

We  accord  with  Mr.  Harrold's  wish,  of  seeing  this  curious  sub- 
ject investigated.— -'Editors. 
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Mrs.  Rboden,  a  widow  of  forty,  who  had  never  had  duLbeo, 
with  the  appearance  of  a  gross  woman  suddenly  emaeiatedi 
as  the  skin  seemed  no  where  to'lie  dose  on  the  muscles,  had 
been  labouring  upwards  of  twenty  years  with  a  cancer  of  the 
left  mamma.  She  assigned  as  the  cause,  a  hurt  from  an  elbow 
she  received  when  nineteen  years  of  age ;  for  soon  i^rwards 
a -small  hard  lump  began  to  occupy  the  place,  which  was  a 
little  painful  onlv,  when  from  cold  or  other  causes  she  ivas 
indisposed.  In  this  state  it  remained  upwards  of  thirteen  years, 
and  was  but  Utile  attended  to ;  except,  that  generally  at  times, 
when  the  pain  was  more  acute,  various  remedies  were  applied. 
Her  general  health  was  tolerably  good;  and  the  only  alteration 
was,  that  from  proper  remedies  not  having  been  resorted  to,  or 
sot  persevered  in ;  or  more  likely  from  the  known  invet^iu^ 
of  the  complaint  in  spite  of  all  remedies,  the  schirrus  increased 
in  magnitude  until  it  became  the  ^ze  of  a  hen^s  egg,  becoming 
gradually  more  painful.  Several  surgeons  were  consulted,  and 
advised  its  extirpation,  whidi  was  not  acceded  to  by  the  pa^ 
tient ;  who  would  usually  apply  to  another  in  hopes  of  a  re^ 
medy  more  to  her  mind.  One  at  length  was  foiina,  who  said 
he  would  gather  it  for  her,  and  applied  an  ointment  that  occa* 
sioned  great  pain,  external  pimples,  and  inflammation.  It  was 
then  poultioed,  and  in  a  short  tnne  it  was  opened ;  but  no  issue 
of  master  followed. .  It  could  not  be  again  healed,  and  in  her 
affliction,  the  patient  resorted  at  last  to  the  same  o{Nnions  she 
bad  before  neglected ;  but  nothing  could  heal  the  breast  now 
open,  and  in  this  state  she  dragged  on  a  miserable  existence. 
Anodynes  she  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  taking,  and  wfaea 
I'fir^t  saw  her,  her  health  had  become  much  impaired. 

She  had  a  very  sallow  bilious  comdexion,  and  on  entering 
the  room,  I  was  soon  sensible  (^  Uie  fcetor  of  the  wound,  not* 
withstanding  she  was  a  woman  of  very  cleanly  habits.  The 
discharge  was  so  great,  as  to  reauire  it  to  be  dressed  mosdy 
three  times  a  day,  and  always  twice,  when  a  great  quantity  of 
folded  linen  was  necessarj^  to  prevent  the  matter  from  becoming 
visible  on  the  patient^s  gown.  On  the  breast  being  exposed,  1 
found  two  wotinds  in  it ;  in  one  of  which  I  could  have  put 
three  fingers.  It  was  so  exceedingly  tender  as  scarcely  to  bear 
touching ;  and  on  separating  the  hard  spongy  1ms  from  each 
other,  there  followed  a  great  ffush  of  thin  fGetidoloody  ichor;  on 
th6  clearing  away  of  which^  Uie  internal  structure  appeared  like 
tudf  on  orange  that  had  been  iqueesed  nearly  dry.  A  probe 
emild  be  passed  the  whole  length  in  various  direcdcoit.  Be* 
sides  this  c^pening,  there  were  two  or  three  smaller  fistulous 
ones;  the  nipple  was  drawn  inward,  and  the  breast  ^as  ir« 
regularly  pucxered  round  it  The  schirrus  was  at  this  time 
larger  than  a  gooee^s  egg,  and  seemed  but  loosely  attached  to  th« 
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pectond  muacle;  it  ivas  altogether  so  tender  as  scarcely,  to 
adnil  the  breast,  the  axilla,  or  the  line  of  lymphatics  to  be 
handled. 

I  ui^jned  the  amputation  of  tlie  breast,  b$  my  experience  had 
iaen  umtlarly  connected  and  aggravated  cases  completely  cured 
by  careful  and  extensive  excision.  She  would  not  at  tnis  time 
consent  to  the  extirpation ;  but  I  was  desired  to  use  what  re* 
■nediea  I  pleased,  as  she  told  me  she  had  great  confidence,  and 
would  persevere  in  the  use  of  them.  Although  I  did  not  regard 
it  as  a  case  in  which  any  course  of  medicine  could  be  useful, 
^t  as  about  this  time  Dr.  Carmichaers  Essay,  recommending^ 
the  fem^Dous  plan,  was  in  its  eclat,  I  resorted  to  it  fully  and 
variouflly,  the  oxyphosphate  and  suboxyphosphate,  &a  oAng, 
given  as  directed.  These  medicines  however,  either  when  takei»^ 
or  externally  employed,  soon  brought  on  great  nervous  exctta* 
bUity,  and  then  tever,  which  might  be  fairly  termed  synocha ; 
the  mreast  swelled,  became  exquisitely  painful,  and  dischaiged 
prollisely ;  to  subdue  which,  purging,  poultices,  &a  were 
obliged  to  be  resorted  to.  Notwithstanding  these  effects,  when 
a  Uttle  recovered,  the  patient  would  resort  to  the  iron  again, 
until,  in  the  course  ot  a  few  months,  her  general  health  waa 
very  much  impaired ;  the  discharge  had  become  so  offensive  as 
to  tender  her  truly  miserable;  and  she  now  begged  for  what 
Ait  had  before  renised. . 

On  the  4th  of  October  1813,  the  operation  was  performed 
A  oopsideraMe  part  oithe  integuments  was  first  removed  with 
the  nipple ;  after  which,  the  tumour,  down  to  the  fascia  of  the 
pectoral  muscle,  waa  carefully  dissected  out,  so  as  to  leave  that 
muscle  quite  bare.  Two  vessels  only  required  the  ligature. 
The  tHread*Iike  bojuls  leadins  to  the  axilla,  together  with  twa 
diseased  glands  from  the  axilla,  were  likewise  removed :  the  iff- 
teguments  were  then  brou^^ht  together  by  two  stitches,  and  an 
easy  dressing  with  a  poultice  was  applied.  The  patient  had  a 
ghster  given  lier;  some  nitrous  medicines  were  prescribed; 
^d  rest,  a  low  diet,  and  bed  enjoined. 

On  the  4tl]  day  it  was  dressed,  and  the  cure  went  on  favour* 
&bly  until  the  latter  end  of  the  third  week,  when  the  wound 
was  completely  healed,  and  continues  so ;  her  health  being  also 
greatly  improved. 

The  tumour  weighed  26^  ounces,  although  tl^e  fluid  was 
pressed  out  of  it  by  uie  mode  in  which  it  had  been  carried  home 
hy  my  assistant. 

BEICA&KS. 

1.  The  above  case,  in  some  measure,  tends  to  substantiate 
^om^  oli  the  opinions  advanced  by  Mr.  Newnham** 


♦  Vide  Reparitory,  voL  iv.  p.  S53.  "^ 
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2.  It  proves  that  the  disease  termed  cancer  is  almost  ai» 
tirely  local;  which  I  believe,  too,  is  the  opinion  of  most  modem 
aurgeons,  and  is 'becoming  more  so;  and  I  think  this  detaSed 
case  will  help  to  contribute  to  the  more  bold  and  prompt  deci- 
non  of  surgeons ;  by  which  many  lives  may  be  saved  to  the 
community,  and  comfort  given  to  some  worthy  m^nbers  now 
afiected  with  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that  flesh  is  heir  ta 

3.  It  must  be  allowed,  that  if  cancer  be  constitutional,  it  is 
local  for  a  considerably  longer  period  than  has  hitherto  been 
supposed. 

4.  The  above  case  was  considered  as  a  very  aggravated  one 
by  various  respectable  surgeons  ;  apd  when  the  time  in  which  it 
was  in  the  ulcerated  state  be  considered,  it  must  almost  canrf 
conviction  with  it  as  to  the  propriety  of  an  amputation  even  in 
1^  very  protracted  and  advancea  state  of  the  disease. 

5.  At  the  time  the  schirrus  was  extirpated,  it  was  considered 
almost  an  act  of  temerity :  but  of  two  evils  the  least  was  to  be 
chosen,  as  death  would  soon  hav^  been  the  consequence.  The 
great  and  sudden  emaciation,  loss  of  appetite,  torment,  and  in- 
creasing debility,  shewed  that  the  operation  had  been  protracted 
almost  to  the  last  day. 

Finally.  As  the  result  must  speak  a  good  deal  for  the  ctBe^ 
it  is  with  satisfaction  I  can  assert,  that  my  patient'*s  health  is 
now  as  good  as  ever  she  remembers  it  \o  have  been,  with  no 
other  vestige  of  the  disease  but  a  clean  dcatrix.  She  has  never 
had  any  pains  in  the  part  since,  although  it  is  now  three  yaars 
and  five  months  since  the  operation  was  performed. 

■  ■  - -■  ■    -  —     ■    ■        - ■  -  -      .  _      ^  -  - 

VIL 

Case  of  the  Extraction  of  a  Cartilaginous  Body  from  the  iCnee* 
Joint.  By  Powell  Charles  Blackktt,  K.N.  Member 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London. 

Abottt  the  latter  end  of  June  1815,  E.  C.  «tat  twenty- 
seven,  applied  to  me  on  account  of  a  swelled  knee,  which  ht 
said  was  produced  by  a  sprain  occasioned  by  his  endeavouring 
to  jump  on  a  bank,  which  he  accomplished,  but  could  not 
straighten  his  knee  afterwards  for  the  space  of  twenty  minutes ; 
and  when  he  succeeded,  he  felt  something  give  way  in  the 
joint  immediately  under  the  patella  with  a  loud  crack,  accom- 
panied at  the  same  time  with  an  acute  pun,  which  left  a  kind 
of  aching.  I  advised  him  to  keep  the  parts  wet  with  spring 
water,  to  take  an  aperient,  and  to  remain  m  bed. 

In  the  cours  of  four  or  five  days  the  tumefaction  had  sub* 
sided,  and  t  <     art  was  free  from  pain.    On  the  tenth  day  he 
told  me,  that  he  perceived  something  moving  in  the  joint,and that  • 
it  felt  to  him  as  if  it  were  about  the  size  ef  an  uncalled  al- 
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mond.  I  examined  the  part,  but  could  not  then  discover  any 
thing  particular;  and  therefore  merely  applied  a  cotton  ban* 
dage,  and  advised  him  to  keep  the  limb  at  rest  as  much  as 
possible. 

Towards  tlie  end  of  August  he  again  applied  to  me,  and 
told  me,  that  the  day  before  he  had  felt  such  an  acute  pain  of 
the  knee  while  walking  fast,  tliat  he  was  obhged  to  keep  the 
joint  in  a  state  of  flexion  for  several  minutes.  It  was  swelled 
as  before,  and  attended  vntli  the  usual  aching  pun*  but  more 
severe.  I  advised  him  to  use  the  same  remedies.  The  swell* 
ing  subsided  about  the  ninth  day ;  but  on  the  13th  he  again 
discovered  the  almond,  as  he  termed  it,  and  retained  it  on  thcj 
external  condyle  until  I  called  upon  him:  I  found  it  to  be  an 
extraneous  hiu^  substance  moveable  to  every  part  of  the  cavity 
of  tlie  joint,  and  from  the  external  to  the  internal  margins.  I 
immediately  recommended  him  to  have  it  removed  as  soon  as 
posnble,  as  I  had  not  the  smallest  doubt  that  it  would  always 
be  the  cause  of  great  inconvenience  to  him.  To  thb  advice  he  • 
consented,  and  agreed  to  submit  to  the  operation  as  soon  as  he 
could  get  a  person  to  conduct  his  business  for  him  during  jiis 
confinement  ^ 

On  the  21st  of  September  1815, 1  performed  the  operation. 
My  first  object  was  to  fix  the  substance  on  the  external  condyle, 
in  a  Une  with  tlie  lower  end  of  the  rotula.  The  integuments 
were  next  drawn  as  tight  as  possible  towards  the  biceps  cruris 
over  the  tumour ;  and  having  grasped  the  substance  between 
the  fore-finger  and  thumb  of  the  lett  hand,  and  made  a  longi- 
tudinal incision  of  about  two  inches  through  the  skin  down  to 
tile  fiiscia,  and  then  another  of  one  inch  through  the  fascia  and 
ligament,  the  cartilaginous  substance  jumped  out,  followed  by 
almost  two  ounces  of  synovia.  The  wound  was  dressed  as 
usual,  and  the  patient,  having  taken  an  opiate,  was  put  to 
bed,  and  told  to  Keep  his  leg  straifi;ht.  On  the  second  aay  he 
took  an  aperient :  on  the  fourth,  the  wouijd  was  united  by  the 
first  intention ;  and  on  the  seventh,  I  allowed  him  to  get  up 
and  to  walk  once  across  his  room.  On  the  tenth  day  he  went 
to  his  business,  and  has  ever  since  been  quite  free  from  aoy 
pain  or  inconvenience. 

The  size  of  the  substance  was  in  its  longer  diameter  three 
quarters  of  an  inch ;  add  in  its  shorter,  half  an  inch.  Its  dr- 
Gumierence  at  the  smaller  diameter  was  one  inch  and  a  half; 
it  weighed  twenty-nine  grains  and  a  half;  its  form  is  oblong 
(siiBond-sbaped),  ccmvex  on  both  sides ;  one  side  is  cartilage 
And  polished,  the  other  is  bonjr  and  also  highly  polished,  with 
All  imgular  cartilaginous  margin. 

By  operating  ^at  the  outer  side  of  the  knee  joint,  I  avoided 
^Kmtiding  the  branches  of  the  ^ural  nerve  which  go  to  the  kqte 
jobty  aila  also  the  abtcnrbents. 

VOL.  v.«— Mo*  d9.  3  c 
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VIII. 

Case  of  Puerperal  ConviJsions  treated  usith  success.  By  Wm. 
Gaitskell,  Rotherhithe,  Member  oiF  the  Royal  CoUege  of 
Surgeons,  and  Society  of  Apotheeanes,  Londbn* 

About  eight  o^clock  in  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  10th  of 
February  1816,  Mrs.  F.»  a  young  married  woman,  nineteen 
years  of  age,  the  term  of  her  pregnancy  having  exirired,  «- 
'perienced  the  usual  symptoms  of  parturition,  and  sent  for  a 
temale  midwife:  On  examination  per  vaginam,  she  found  tht 
OS  uteri  soft,  and  a  little  dilated ;  the  pains  slight^  but  frequent : 
and  Judging  that  her  presence  was  not  immediately  necessary, 
she  left  Mrs.  P.  with  a  promise  very  shortly  to  return.  During 
her  absence,  which  was  only  for  an  hour,  Mrs.  F.  was  seized 
with  head-ache,  tinnitus  aurium,  and  dimness  of  sight,  whicb 
in  half  an  hour  more  terminated  in  convulsion  fits.  The  fannly 
being  greatly  alarmed,  dispatched  a  messenger  for  me,  and  re- 
quested my  immediate  attendance.  Being,  however,  from  ho«ne, 
anotlier  professional  gentleman  was  applied  to,  who  haying, 
also,  at  that  time  some  engagement,  by  an  unforeseen  aoddent 
was  not  made  acquainted  witn  the  message ;  so  that  more  than 
two  hours  elapsed  before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  her, 
or  she  had  assistance.  In  this  interval  she  had  had  several  labour 
pains,  and  suffered  five  or  six  very  severe  fits. 

When  I  entered  the  room,  I  found  the  young  wonum  quite 
insensible ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  she  again  became  strongly 
eonvulsed.  On  examination  per  vaginam,  the  os  uteri  was 
found  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  three-shilling  piece.  The  waters 
Wmg  discharged ;  tlie  presentation  was  natural,  and  every  thin^ 
favourable  for  delivery.  To  relieve  the  effect  of  uterine  im* 
tation  on  the  brain,  I  took  away  16  ounces  of  blood  from  the 
arm,  applied  8  leeches  to  the  temples,  and  had  the  head  shaved, 
and  cooled  with  evaporating  lotions ;  whilst  a  blister  was  ap- 
plied between  the  shoulders ;  and  the  bladder  and  rectum  were 
attended  to.  These  means  moderated  the  violence  of  the  fits; 
and  in  two  hours  more,  labour  terminated  by  the  aid  of  thenatuiw 
powers.  The  child  was  born  alive  and  healthy.  The  placenta 
followed  in  twenty  minutes  afterwards,  with  only  the  usual  as- 
sistance. 

In  about  two  hours  I  visited  my  patient  again,  and  foavA 
her  slightly  convulsed ;  and  on  calhng  upon  her  in  the  evenii^y 
I  found  her  quite  in^)ensible,  and  her  pulse  at  IIO*  I  wss 
inf<)nned  she  had  had  several  fits  during  my  absence;  on 
which  account  I  left  some  particular  directions  to  be  followed 
if  they  should  return.  About  an  hour  after  this,  the  nurse  was 
di^)atched  to  inform  me  slie  was  dead. 

Next  morning  I  called  to  inquire  when  she  died^  and  to 
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solicit  the  inqpecticm  of  the  body ;  when,  to  my  great  surprise, 
I  found  she  was  still  living;  but  so  convulsed,  that  her  fnends 
thought  the  case  hopdess,.  and  in  total  despair  wisbed  me  to 
relinquish  all  attempts  for  her  recovery.  Iibwever,  with  a  few 
arguments,  and  gentle  persuasion,  I  pressed  on  them  the  duty 
erf*  perseverance ;  which  at  last  had  its  influence,  ami  they  al- 
lowed me  to  prosecute  tiiy  plan.  As  the  face  was  flushed,  tlie 
skin  hot  and  dry,  and  the*  pulse  strong^  and  quick,  I  repeated 
the  bleedings  both  generally  and  locally,  with  tlie  evaporating 
lotions  to  the  head,  and  purgative  enemas.  By  these  means 
sedulously  pursued  for  three  aays,  the  convulsions  ceased,  her 
reason  graaually  returned,  and  in  a  week  she  became  conva- 
lesoent 

The  lochia  flowed  sparingly,  but  the  mammary  secretion 
being  established  about  the  fourth  day,  and  the  child  permitted 
to  suck,  she  went  on  well,  and  is  now  (five  weeks  after  deli- 
Tery)  in  perfect  health. 

.  l-l-l.|l|»«l,.  11.11  I  I  I  l-llllPil     III!      I  ,1  .■      I     ■    1 

Coits  of^Cynanche  Trachealts^  whkh  yielded  to  the  Use  ofSubmu* 
riate  of  Mercury.    By  J.  Millar,  Apothecary. 

4  . 

1813,  Nov.  5th,  A.  S.  two  years  and  a  half  old,  was  at- 
tacked with  cynanche  trachealis.  The  symptoms  indicated  high 
inflammatory  action ;  the  respiration  was  diificult,  and  coiud 
he  heard  before  entering  the  house.  There  was  a  sense  of  suf- 
focation, and  a  hoarse  cough,  not  unlike  the  barking  of  a  dog : 
tlie  face  was  flushed,  ana  the  eyes  sufiused.  He  was  imme- 
diately put  into  the  warm  bath ;  and  during  hi^  stay  there,  a 
solution  of  tartar  emetic  was  given,  until  it  produced  full  vo- 
miting. After  his  removal  from  the  water,  a  blister  was  applied 
to  the  chest,  and  two  grains  and  a  half  of  hydrargyri  submurias 
were  given  in  a  dry  state,  with  the  same  quantity  of  sugar,  and 
repeated  every  two  hours. 

Six  P.M.— He  is  rather  relieved.  Let  the  calomel  be  re- 
peated in  doses  of  four  grains,  and  tlie  8ex^icupium  be  used 
night  and  morning. 

6th,  Ten  A.M.— He  is  much  better,  and  has  had  two  eva- 
cuations of  dark  ofiensive  feces.  Continue  the  caloipel  in  doses 
of  three  grains. 

Seven  P.M.— He  continues  to  improve.   Repeat  the  calomel. 

7th,  Twelve  M. — The  respiration  is  quite  five.  Let  the 
calomel  be  repeated,  three  grains  every  fbur  hours. 

8th.— -No  symptom  of  croup  remained :  but  the  bowels 
being  costive,  an  aperient  was  given,  and  the  use  of  the  calomel 

3c2 
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suspended.  I  oontiiiiied  to  see  the  boy  for  several  days  after* 
wards,  but  had  no  occasion  to  give  any  more  medicine.  This  child 
to6k  74  grains  of  calomel  in  fifty-six  hours  without  producing 
the  least  soreness  of  the  gums  or  ptyalism,  which  was  the  more 
extraordinary  as  the  bowels  were  very  torpid. 

Two  more  children  of  nearly  the  same  ao»e  as  the  above, 
were  attacked  about  tlie  same  time ;  in  fioth  of  which  the  same 
plan  was  adopted  with  the  same  success.  One  of  them  took  32 
^ains  of  calomel  in  twenty-eight  hours ;  the  other  42  grains  in 
'  niirty-six  hours ;  but  in  neither  was  the  mouth  in  the  least 
affected. 

I  anxiously  wish  that  some  of  the  numerous  correspond- 
ents of  the  Repository  would  answer  4he  followinjT  questions:-— 
Were  these  cures  effected  by  the  calomel  ? — and  if  so,  how 
does  it  act  ? 


AUTHENTICATED   CASES, 
OBSERVATIONS,   and   DISSECTIONS. 

XVI.— J(  CcLse  of  Disease  surrounding  t/i^Knee. 

A  WOMAN,  aged  36  years,  had  a  disease  surrounding  the 
joint  of  the  knee,  which  had  enlarged  during  tlie  space  of  five 
months,  so  as  to  measure  twenty-four  inches  in  circuniference. 
The  tumour  was  irregularly  hard,  and  gave  to  the  touch  an 
idea  that  fluid  was  contained  in  some  parts,  particularly  over 
the  patella;  the  surrounding  veins  were,  as  m  similar  cases^ 
very  large  and  tortuous ;  lancinating  pains  in  the  part  were 
Very  frequent,  and  hectic  fever  was  exhausting  the  ct>nstitution. 
Amputation  was  decided  upon,  and  performed;  but  it  had 
been  deferred  for  some  time  on  account  of  the  woman  being 
pregnant,  until  parturition  had  taken  place. 
'  The  tumour  upon  dissection  exhibited  an  irregular  struc- 
ture; some  parts  appeared  in  a  subcartilaginous  state,  inter- 
mixed with  a  soft  vascular  structure ;  other  parts  appeared  of 
A  fibrous  texture ;  and  above  the  patella,  in  the  situation  of 
the.  lower  part  of  the  rectus  femoris,  was  a  large  cavity  con- 
taining more  than  a  pint  of  gelatinous  fluid,  which  was  found 
to  contain  a  great  quantity  of  coagulable  lymph.  All  the  sur- 
rounding muscles  were,  from  the  effects  of  the  disease,  con- 
founded; and  the  periosteum  was  thickened  and  intimately 
connected  with  the  morbid  structure.  The  surfaces  of  the 
bones,  to  the  extent  of  the  disease,  were  covered  with  rough 
$picula.  The  knee-joint  was  healthy.  The  woman  died,  about 
fL  week  afler  the  amputation,  from  aysentcry. 
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Parturition, 

The  interestinff  paper,  by  Mr.  Baenes  of  Exeter,  m  tlie 
aixth  volume  of  the*  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  "  Oa 
the  Incontinence  of  Urine,  consequent  to  Sloughing  or  Ulcera- 
tion of  the  Bladder  from  injury  during  Labour,'*'  resembles 
a. very  unhappy  case,  attended  vith  some  peculiar  circum- 
stances, that  may  be  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  medical  Repository, 

In  1801  the  Reporter  attended  Mrs.  L.  aged  about  5^1,  by- 
trade  a  feather-dresser,  a  very  sedentary  occupation,  in  her 
third  labour.  He  had  been  with  her  in  two  former  labours; 
in^ which  nothinj*  particular  had  occurred  that  can  relate  to  the 
present  case ;  although  in  the  first,  from  the  precipitancy  and' 
mexperience  of  the  person  who  delivered  her  of  the  childf,  thfc 

!)Iacenta  being  retahied  an  unusual  length  of  time,  he  was  sent 
or ;  and  found,  upon  examination  per  vaginam^  that  the  uterus- 
was  contracted  into  the  hour-glass  shape,  and  firmly  retidned 
the  placenta  in  the  posterior  chamber.  But  this  gradually  re^ 
laxing,  the  placenta  came  away  easily  and  safely;  and  the 
patient  did  remarkahly  well. 

The  third  labour  proved  tedious.  The  pains  were  at  first 
strong ;  and,  at  length,  after  continuing  some  hours,  gradually 
subsided^  leaving  the  head  of  the  child  low  in  the  pelvis.  She 
expressed  a  peculiar  kind  of  pain  in  the  pelvis,  but  so  indefi. 
nitely  as  to  lead  to  no  indication  of  the  cause,  nor  indeed  of  the 
exact  seat  of  it.  Labour-pains  returned ;  and  she  was  delivered 
without  any  thing  else  arising  to  excite  observation.  Several 
days  passed  without  any  complaint ;  and  the  patient  was  consi- 
dered  to  be  as  well  as  females  generally  are  after  parturition. 

About  eight  or  ten  days  from  the  time  of  delivery,  Mrs. 
L.*s  nurse  mentioned  thiit  her  mistress  pcwerf  no  water.  Some 
inquiries  were  made,  and  the  region  of  the  bladder  was  examined; 
but  finding  neither  constitutional  disturbance,  nor  any  fullness 
of  that  viscus,  nor  pain  on  pressure,  and  knowing  the  ig- 
norance of  the  nurse  and  of  the  patient,  it  M^as  concluded, 
as  all  other  evacuations  were  natural,  that  there  was  some  mistake 
in  the  account  However,  the  Reporter  visited  her  again  in  two 
Or  three  days,  and  still  heard  the  same  story.  Again  he  inquired 
and  examined,  and  again  was  sceptical. 

In  a  day  or  two  the  nurse  called  to  inform  him  that  some- 
thing protruded  frOm  the  vagina,  and  was  very  troublesome  to 
'  her  mistress,  upon  every  movemcilt  of  the  body- 

Upon  exammation,  a  membranous  substance  was  found  pro- 
truding from  the  os  vagiti^y  four  or  five  inches  in  length  :  upon 
introducing  the  finger  into  tlie  vagina,  it  came  away.  But  the 
most  material  effect  of  the  examination  was,  that  no  vestige  of  t 
bladder  could  be  discovered !  In  short  the  bladder  had  entirely 
sloughed  away. 
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TIk  mmnent  the  bed^dotbes  were  tUiiDed  back,  and  Ae 
bed  on  which  Mrs.  L.  ky  was  exposed  to  view,  it  appeared  aU 
nest  saturated  with  moisture,,  which  the  smell  too  well  denoted 
to  l:|e  urine ;  and  thus  it  was  evident,  that  instead  of  making 
no  water,  theie  had  been  for  some  time  a  constant  enuresis ; 
and  that  because  no  urine  was  collected  when  she  used  a  vessel^ 
it  had  been  judged  none  passed. 

The  case  was  irremediable,  and  she  continued  to  live  a  com* 
fbrtless  creature.    But  she  afterwards  had  several  cllildren. 

The  substance  removed  was  taken  home  to  be  inspected 
more  at  leisure.  It  appeared  to  consist  of  by  far  the  larger  portiozi 
49f  the  bladder;  and  the  inner  coat  of  it  was  profusely  studded  with 
amall  pieces  of  calcareous  matter  (phosphate  of  Ume).  In  some 
places  these  were  concentrated  in  regular  patches  of  the  ^e  of 
a  sixpence  ;  in  other  parts  detached,  or  consisting  of  three,  fbur^ 
be: — the  coats  of  the  bladder  were  much  thickened,  and 
bore  evident  marks  of  recent  inflammation. 

Could  a  morbid  state  of  this  viscus,  previously  to  labour, 
account  for  the  consequences  which  followed  ? 


XVIII. — Case  of  Melancholia. 

A  WOMAN,  45  jT^ars  of  age,  was  brought  into  tliis  state  by 
great  anxiety  of  mind.  The  disease  hacT continued  more  than 
two  months  before  the  Reporter  was  called  upon  to  visit  Iier  ^ 
at  which  time  the  character  of  the  disorder  seemed  changed^ 
having  assumed  a  maniacal  form.  She  was  frequently  out-- 
rageous,  although  naturally  of  a  mild  temper ;  and  so  umna- 
iiageable  as  to  require  the  coercion  of  a  strait  waistcoat.  Her 
eyes  looked  wild  and  rambling ;  the  tongue  was  furred,  the 
body  costive,  and  the  ptilse  quick  but  weak.  The  attention 
was  first  directed  to  diminish  the  excitement  of  the  brain.  For 
this  purpose  eight  leeches  were  applied  to  the  temples,  and  re> 
jpeatcd  occasionally ;  the  bead  was  shaved,  and  cooled  by  eva- 
porating lotions,  and.  the  bowels  were  emptied  by  calomel  and 
lalap;  while  light,  noise,  and  external  heat  were  avoided. 
Ky  pursuing  these  means,  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  were 
mitigated ;  out  the  alienation  of  mind  continued^  with  nig^ht 
watchings  and  occasional  furious  paroxysms.  Under  these  cir« 
cnmstances,  after  the  evacuations  premised,  a  sedative  plan  was 
adopted ;  and  1 0  trains  of  camphor,  with  five  of  extract  of  hen* 
bane  in  a  piJular  torm»  were  given  every  mx  hours.  This  soon 
procured  tor  her  some  refireshing  sleep,  tranquillized  the  mind, 
and  gradually  restored  her  to  reason. 
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A^ystem  of  Human  Anatomy.  ByJoHNCroHDON,  M.D.  F.R.S.E- 
Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  and  on  the  Institutions 
of  Medicine ;  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  ct 
Edinburgh ;  and  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Royid  Ift- 
firmary.    Vol.  I.  8vo.  p.  2C4.    Longman  and  Co.  1815. 

Systems  of  Human  Anatomy  are  so  various  in  thw  eoa^ 
taita,  tliat  we  know  not^  on  taking  up  a  volume  of  this  scrt» 
what  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  find  in  it  Some  authors 
intermix  physiology  with  tlieir  anatomical  descriptions ;  some 
subjoin  paithok)giearand  surreal  remarks;  whilst  othiers  oondSne 
themselves  to  iSe  mert  anatomy y  the  bulk,  situadon,  and  obvious 
mechanical  structure  of  parts.  For  each  of  these  plans  thei^ 
tare  soqae  points  of  recommendation  to  be  found.  WhiA  ofthm, 
ia  ike  bfit  P  is.a  question  to  be  answered  only  by  entering  inte 
a  oonsidaration  4»  the  objoOs  and  advantages  of  ^"st^miral 
atudies. 

Amongst  medical  (Kaences,  Anatomy  may  be  ranked  as  the 
foundation,  and  not  die  superstructure.  It  is  the  meaqs,  £»* 
ther  than  the  end  of  our  pursuits;  and  possesses  little  valu^ 
except  from  the  connexion  it  has  with  the  other  important 
branches  of  medical  knowledge— the  animal  and  vital  functions 
^-^e  nature,  symptoms,  and  situation  of  diseases-— the  morbid 
changes  of  structure— 4nd  the  performance  of  surgical  opeou 
tions.  None  dispute  tlie  iustice  of  this  remark :  yet  teachers 
will  assert  (and  what  we  Know  of  nUedical  schools  in  this  and 
ndghbouring  countries,  seems  somewhat  is  their  favour),  that 
the  same  kind  of  books  on  anatomy  are  not  suited  to  the  oom» 
mencing  student  and  to  the  established  practitioner. 

The  work  before  us  is  intended  chiefly,  as  the  author  tdls 
us,  for  the  use  of  students,  and  is  throughout  purely  anaiomicat 
He  has  scrupulousiy  avoided  the  introduction  of  any  physiolcv 
gical  matter,  ^^  being  eonvinced  that  it  tends  rather  to  inter- 
rupt and  distract,  than  to  illustrate  the  descriptive  detail.  The 
unconnected  views,^  he  observes,  <^  of  the  functions  of  the 
body,  which  have  been  so  commonly  inten^rsed  in  this  man- 
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• 
ner  wltli  the  description  of  its  structure,  are  generally  superfi- 
cialy  and  not  often  accurate.*"    For  these  reasons,  therefore,  he 
reserves  every  thing  that  relates  to  the  department  of  Phjradii^ 
for  a  separate  elementary  treatise. 

From  this  preface,  it  may  be  conjectured  that  we  are  likely 
fa  find  a  volume  wliich  hardly  admits  of  analysis,  and  demands 
little  criticism.  But  we  doubted  not,  from  our  knowledge  of  the 
character  and  industry  of  the  author,  that  we  should  meet  with 
some  novelty  even  in  the  anatomical  description,  and  some  im- 
^  provements  in  nomenclature,  classification,  and  arrangement; 
sttbiects  which  have  been  less  attended  to  by  systematic  writers 
in  tnis  country  than  on  the  continent.  Although,  however,  we 
allow  that  ^^  simple  systems^  of  anatomy  are  necessary,  yet  we 
are  disposed  to  give  a  preference  to  ^^  mixed  systems^^  as  being 
more  exteniHvely  useful :  nor  can  we  for  a  moment  persuade 
ourselves  to  believe  that  there  is  any  reason  why  views  of  the 
functions  of  the  body  should  be  superficial  and  inaccurate,  when 
accompanied  by  the  description  oc  its  structure.  It  is  certainly 
^«  m  subject  of  regret,  that  after  so  much  investigation,  abnost  no- 
thing has  beei^  explained  of  the  necessary  connexion  between 
the  anatomical  structure  and  the  living  functions  of  parts ;  and 
that  writers  may  separate  the  one  from  the  other,  in  their  de- 
scriptions, without  rendering  either  of  them  at  all  less  intdii* 
gible 

Dr.  Gordon^s  System  of  Anatomy  is  to  consist  of  eight 
jMirts,  the  first  and  second  only  of  which,  with  a  short  intro- 
duction, are  offered  to  the  public  in  the  present  volume.  The 
definition, of  life  which  begins  the  introduction,  although  strictly 
correct,  is  in  some  respects  objectionable. 

"  Those  bodies  are  called  living,  in  which  a  certain  appropria« 
tion  of  foreign  matter  is  going  on ;  and  those  dead,  in  vmich  tbi/B 
process  has  either  ceased,  or  never  existed." 

Now,  in  many  instances  we  know  that  life  continues,  where  this 
pnDcess  of  appr(^riati(m  hus  apparently  ceased^  or  never  bees 
ftvident.  The  science  which  treats  of  living  bodies  Dr.  Gordon 
calls  vital  wconomy,  which  he  subdivides  into  animal  and  vescr 
tistbk ;  but  which  we  should  be  disposed  to  divide  still  fiutner 
>  into  hutihon,  animal ^  and  vegetable.  Each  of  these  divisions  com*- 
prebends  two  distinct  objects  of  investigation.  Anatomy  and  Ph/r 
siolom/. 

Tlie  first  part  of  this  volume  treats  of  the  external  fovni, 
stature,  and  weight  of  the  body.  After  having  fixed,  with  tlus 
assistance  of  two  outlines,  the  arbitrary  limits  of  the  external 
re^ons  of  the  body,  the  author  copies,  from  Soemmeriog's 
leones  Embryanum  Jaumanorum,  a  description  of  the  appear- 
«Bccs  of  the  embryo  Irom  the  first  to  the  fifth  month  after  m* 
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pr^naddn,  with  the  distiiictioDs  in  exteraal  form  between  the 
male  and  female  fetus.  The  mean  height  of  the  adult  male  is 
estimated  at  5  feet  8  indies,  and  measurements  of  different  parts 
of  the  trunk  and  extremities  are  added.  When  the  upper  exr 
treraities  are  extended  laterally  to  a  right  angle  with  the  trunk« 
the  measurement  from  the  tip  of  one  middle^finger  to  the  tip  of 
the  other  equals  the  height  of  the  body.  The  average  height 
of  the  adult  female  is  three  inches  less  than  that  of  the  aduk 
raale^  The  embryo  of  three  or  four  weeks,  represented  by 
Soemmering,  measures  about  )  of  an  inch.  At  the  seventh 
week,  it  measures  |  of  an  indi;  at  nine  weeks,  1}  inch;  at 
about  eleven  weeks,  3  inches;  at  the  fifUi  month,  10  indies; 
and  at  the  end  of  nine  months^  20|  inches.  There  is  some  dif« 
ference  in  the  measurements  by  different  writers,  but  they  ought 
not  to  be  attended  to,  since  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the 
exact  age  of  the  embryo. 

"  According  to  Soemmering^  the  most  rapid  increase  of  the 
foetus  takes  phice  during  the  firbt  weeks  after  conception.  He  has 
observed^  however^  that  the  growth  does  not  proceed  in  an  unifbnn 
ratio ;  but  that  it  is  a  little  retarded  during  the  second  month ;  ac* 
celerated  during  the  third ;  again  s<Nxiewhiit  retarded  at  the  b^in<« 
ning  of  the  fourth ;  from  the  middle  of  th  J  fourth  to  the  sixth,  again 
accSerated ;  and  from  this  period  till  the  end  uf  the  iiinth  months 
once  more  retarded. — ^p.  18,  19- 

In  the  decline  of  life,  there  is,  in  general,  an  obvious  dimi« 
nution  of  stature.  The  head  is  diminished  in  all  its  dimeujuons; 
the  trunk  chiefly  in  length.  » 

Dr.  Gordon  sves  us  nothing  satisfactory  respecting  the 
average  weight  ofthe  adult  body ;  and  he  is  indebted  to  Wris- 
berg.  Burns,  Roederer,  Hunter,  and  Clarke,  for  all  that  he  has 
saia  upon  die  weight  of  the  foetus,  the  average  weight  of  wliich, 
when  ix>m  at  tlie  full  time,  seems  to  be  about  7tbs. 

In  almost  all  parts  of  the  body  are  found  blood-vessels, 
nerves,  and  absorbents ;  and  these,  for  the  sake  of  ^brevity,  Dr. 
Gordon  calls  common  tg/stcms;  whilst  other  substances,  1g|s 
general  in  their  distribution,  he  denominates  common  texiureSf 
as  cellular  iubstance,  adipose  substance^  muscle^  skin^  hair^  cartu 
^f ,  boncy  tendon^  serous  membrane^  and  synovial  membtane.  This 
distinction  of  systems  and  textures  resembles  closely  the  ar* 
rangement  of  systimes  generaux  et  particuliers  of  Bichilt,  and  is 
perhaps  an  improvement  upon  it  Bichat,  who  found  cellular 
.substance  everywhere,  ana  considered  it  to  be  more  generally 
distributed  throughout  the  body  than  even  the  blood-vessels^ 
has  pkced  it  among  the  general  or  common  systems.  Dr.  6or<» 
don  probaUy  takes  a  different  view  of  this  substance,  and  be* 
lieves  it  to  I>e  much  more  limited  in  its  distribution. 

The  second  part,  which  forms  the  chief  bulk  of  this  voltmie^ 
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tmats  of  llie  aaatomy  in  ganeral  of  these  oomnMt  MyaimMtsA, 
common  texturta.  .  The  first  chapter  is  occupied  with  the  circu- 
lating system,  the  heart  and  blobd-vessels.    This  airangemnt 
is  new,  and  there  appears  vOiuch  propriety  in  it     Thecnrcu* 
lating  system  is  the  first  whidi  jis  oDservable  in  the  embryo; 
'  and  something  analogous  to  it  is  met  with  in  all  animated  homes. 
The  heart  is  first  described  as  if  sounded  in  air  in  the  same 
position,  as  to  top,  sides,  and  bottom,  which  it  has  in  the  erect 
Quman  body.     We  were  surprised,  on  reading  this  part  of  the 
book,  to  find  so  many  pages  filled  with  particular  and  minute 
description,  under  the  title  of  General  Anatomy ;  little  more  can 
be  said,  we  believe,  upon  die  anatomy  of  the  hearty  unless  re- 
specting its  connections  and  relative  situation.     The  outward 
form,  colour,  and  dimensions  of  the  heart  are  detailed,  as  well 
as  the  internal  appearahces  of  the  auricles  and  ventrides.   The 
author  distrusts  the  experiments  which  have  been  made  by 
others  to  ascertain  the  capacity  of  these  cavities,   and  places 
little  reliance  on  the  researcKes  which  he  has  made  hiipself ; 
but  in  several  trials,  conducted  with  much  precaution,  he  has 
foimd  that  the  right  ventricle  contained  2^  oz.  while  the  left 
contained  only  2  oz.  (f>.  38).     The  thickness  of  the  walls  of 
liiese  cavities  is  ascertained,  as  far  as  is  possible,  by  measure- 
ment; and  those  of  the  left  ventricle  are  found  to  oe  twice  as 
thick  as  the  ri^ht,  the  former  being  about  half  an  inch.     The 
textures  of  which  the  heart  is  formed  are-— the  external  serous 
membrane,  thickest  on  the  auricles ;  adipose  substance ;  mus- 
cular coat,  on  which  the  thickness  and  strength  of  its  sides 
ehiefly  depend ;  and  the  inner  membrane  lining  its  cavities. 

''  In  tJie  ventricles  this  (inner)  membrane  is  as  thin  almost  as  the 
fibres  of  cotton^  perfecdy  transparent^  and  without  the  slightest  ap- 
pearance of  fibres.  Neither  blood-vessels^  absorbents^  nor  nerves, 
nave  yet  been  seen  in  it.  Maceration  in  water  renders  it  slightly 
Qpaque.  li:  is  easily  detached  fixmi  the  muscular  fibres  which  it 
Imes ;  but  no  intervening  cellular  substance^  at  such-like  medinm 
«  connexion,  can  be  seen  between  tliem.  It  is  too  slender  to  admit 
oF  being  pi^eled  off  in  large  jpatches.  Towards  the  tops  of  those 
ridges^  or  flesHy  columns^  which  give  rise  to  tlie  tendinous  cords^  it 
is  somewhat  thicker  and  more  opaque  than  at  otlier  parts. 

^  In  the  rigJU  auricle,  the  inner  membrane  which  lines  the  fleshy 
cords  is  (Hiite  similar  to  that  in  ^e  ventricles :  but  at  all  other  parts 
of  this  auricle,  and  over  the  whole  of  the  ]eft,  it  has  a  different  ap- 
pearance. It  is  white  and  semi-transparent,  and  considerably  thicker 
and  stronger  than  the  serous  memlmne.  After  sUght  maceration/ 
it  is  disposed  to  peel  in  lamiivia^  but  no  fibres  are  perceptible  in  it; 
and,  so  &r  as  I  know^  no  onenaiyet  seen  its  vesads  ar  nerves.  It 
is  firtply  connected  to  the  muscular  coat  by  a  fine  cellular  substanoBt 
—p.  43,  44. 

The  author^s  acouvaey  is  oonspicuous  in  his  description  of 
the  arteries  and  veins  supplying  the  subftniioes  of  th^  }^eKtL 
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Wlmt  hfe  says  oS  its  absorbent  vessels,  he  owes  to  Mascagm. 
The  vixgryeB  of  the  heoit  are  slightly  noticed,  and  nothing  men* 
tioned  of  the  smallness  of  their  size  when  compared  with  the 
large  mass  to  which  they  are  distributed.  The  heart  of  th6 
female  is  cKfferent  fjrom  the  male  in  being  a  little  smaller.  The 
heart  erf*  the  foetus  is  characterised  in  its  form,  chiefly  by  tha 
greater  proportionate  size  of  the  tips  of  the  auricles.  At  three 
or  foot  uionths  they  are  so  large  as  nearly  to  come  in  contact 
over  the  anterior  part  of  the  root  of  the  pulmmiary  artery.  The 
colour  of  the  heart  is  generally  lighter  the  younger  the  subject, 
which  may  be  owing  m  part  to  the  thinness  of  the  serous  coat 
in  the  earher  periods  of  life.  The  heart  of  the  fostus  is  always 
completely  destitute  of  fat.  Dr.  Grordon  thinks  he  has  ob» 
served  that  the  heart  in  old  p^plc  generally  acquires  a  deepeiP 
purple  htte  (p.  50) ;  and  he  might  have  added,  that  it  is  ge- 
nerally more  loaded  with  adipose  substance,  which,  in  the  aged, 
leaves  the  extremities,  and  seeks  the  internal  cavities  of  the 
body.  The  author'^s  remarks  on  the  valve  of  the ^ramrn  cwo/c 
deserve  to  be  quoted. 

"  As  this  valve  then  is  longer  than  the  oval  hok,  it  is  obvious 
that,  if  it  were  stretched  tight  across  itj  like  the  parchment  of  a 
-drum,  it  would  prevent  all  communication  between  the  aarides  at 
this  point.  But  it  is  not  disposed  in  this  manner.  On  the  contrary, 
it  is  twice  as  broad  as  the  space  included  within  the  line  of  its  inser« 
tion ;  so  that  it  admits  of  being  pushed  a  considerable  way  towards 
the  cavity  of  the  left  auricle>  from  the  septum  and  the  hole.  When 
this  is  done^  a  short  c^nal  is  formed,  between  ^e  upper  part  of  the 
valve  and  the  portion  of  the  septum  immediately  Sbove  the  oval 
hole,  euening  mto  the  left  auricle  by  an  orifice,  of  which  the  floating 
edge  of.  the  valve  forms  fully  two-thirds.  Throu^^  this  canal,  of 
course,  the  auricles  may  communicate;  but  I  hav^  been  much  pleased 
to  observe  CPhfMogi^  nw^es  the  application  jof  the  fiurt),  that  the 
axis  of  this  canal  correisponds  exactly,  in  every 'instance,  with  the 
axis  of  the  inferior  cava  vein ;  and  that  the  valvd  forms,  as  it  were» 
the  posterior  side  of  this  vein  continued."— *p.  50,  51. 

The  whole  of  this  description  has  reference  to  the  foetus  of 
^ibout  four  months.  The  hole  and  valve,  however,  are  said  to 
remain  pretty  nearly  the  same,  until  about  the  commencement 
of  the  ninth  month,  when  the  valve  becomes  tighter,  its  floating 
edge  is  shorter,  and  its  insertion  is  nearer  to  the  oval  hole ;  so 
that  at  birth  oniy  a  smaO  oblique  dit^  at  the  upper  piu*t,  is  left, 
bv  which  the  auricles  still  communicate  with  each  other.  This 
Miit  diminishes^  in  a  few  months  after  birth,  so  as  only  to  admit 
the  point  of  a  probe ;  and  in  this  s^te  it  often  remains  through^ 
Qjut  the  whole  of  life,  without  any  inconvenience  being-  expe* 
rieaoed. 

It  ia  diflcult  to  condense  into  a  smaller  compass  what  the 
authdr  has  said  upon  the  general  anatomy  of  arteries.  Their 
aaodea  of  ramification  are  various. 
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**  Sometimes  an  arterial  trunk  runs  fw  a  considerable  lengtii, 
ffiving  off  branches  in  every  direction,  and  yet  not  undergoing  any 
diminution  in  size. — ^p.  54.    - 

The  instances  of  this,  however,  in  the  Iniman  body,  are,  we  ap- 
prehend, very  rare.  More  commonly  the  vessel  ends  by  dividing 
into  two  or  more  large  branches,  which  are  sometimes-iequaJ, 
fiomeUmes  unequal,  in  their  diameter ;  but  whatever  th^  rela- 
^ve  size,  their  combined  area  is  greater  than  that  of  the  trunk 
from  which  they  spring. 

"  Afler  arteries  have  ramified  to  a  certain  d^;ree  of  minuteness, 
Ithey  become  so  thin  and  transparent^  that  it  is  impossible  to  see 
them  either  with  the  naked  eye  or  with  the  microscope.  Sometiines^ 
indeed,  particularly  in  transparent  parts,  when  the  blood  happens 
to  stagnate  in  them  after  death,  we  can  trace  them  a  little  ^rther 
than  when  they  are  empty ;  but  this  does  not  often  happen.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  render  these  minute  capillary  brancnes  of  the 
arterial  system  visible,  we  are  obliged  to  inject  inta  them,  through 
the  larger  trunks,  some  thia  coloured  fluid,  such  as  a  weak  solution 
of  glue  mixed  with  vermilion:  and  from  injections  of  this  sort,  all 
our  knowledge  of  the  ultimate  ramifications  of  the  arteries  has  been 
derived." — p.  55. 

This  summary  remark,  applied  to  the  human  body^  may  be 
true.  The  best  evidence,  however,  of  the  continuity  of  arte- 
ries and  veins,  is  derived  from  examining  the  transparent  parts 
of  cold-blooded  animals,  as  the  foot  of  a  living  frog,  with  the 
microscope.  Distinct  globules  are  seen  followinjg  each  other 
with  a  vibratory  sort  of  motion,  *  and  taking  such  a  regular 
course,  as  to  prove  that  they  are  circulating  in  tube^  which  are  • 
themselves  invisible.  Injections  of  capillary  vessels  must  al- 
ways present  them  in  a  distended  and  unnatural  form,  very 
unlike  what  they  exhibit  in  the  living  body. 

Dr.  Gordon,  confining  his  description  to  what  is  capable  of 
demonstration,  allows  but  two  ways  m  which  capillary  arteries 
are  seen  to  terminate ;  they  either  pass  distinctly  into  the  capil- 
lary branches  of  veihs,  or  end  abruptly,  unconnected  with  any 
other  vessel.  Their  termination  in  excretinfr  ducts,  he  thinks, 
is  a  point  not  sufficiently  established  in*  the  way  of  actual  ob- 
servation. The  inner  surface  of  the  larger  arterial  trunks,  he 
observes,  is  yellowish ;  in  the  middling  vessels,  of  a  pinkish  oc 
llesh  colour,  and  in  the  smaller  branches,  whitish,  like  the  outer 
surface.  Two  inches  of  the  common  carotid  arteiy  of  a  man, 
removed  twelve  hours  after  death,  bore  a  weight  of  90tt>&  before 
it  gave  way ;  and  the  external  iliac,  tried  in  Uie  same  way,  bor« 
48!bs. .  but  no  clear  estimate  of  the  strength  of  a  living  artery  can 
be  formed  frotn  these  experiments.  From  comparative  triais  on 
the  similar  arteries  of  a  fiving  and  dead  animal,  we  believe  that 
somewhat  less  force  is  reouired  to  tear  through  the  fon&er^  by 
an  instrument  placed  under  it,  than  the  latter. 
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• 
AH  arteriea,  the  diameter  of  which  is  not  less  than  the  ttvdftli 
of  aa  indi,  may  be  distinody  seen  to  consist  of  three  coaU,  Tike 
Amer  cooJt  resembles  the  inner  membrane  of  the  ventricles,  being 
equally  thin,  transparent,  and  colourless ;  but  it  differs  from  it, 
(uir  author  tells  us,  in  being  a  good  deal  more  elastic.  Neither 
vessds  nar  nerves  have  been  seen  in  it  The  circular  fibres  of 
the  mtddit  €oat  are  laid  closely  to^^ther,  side  by  side,  without 
any  intermediate  connecting  medium.  These  fibres,  more  firm 
and  of  a  straw-colour  in  the  large  arterial  trunks,  become  gra- 
dually soiler  and  more  flesh-ooloured  as  the  vessels  diminish; 
and  in  those  of  middling  size  they  resemUe  very  much  the  mus- 
icular  fibres  of  the  h^art  The  cnen^cal  properties  of  this  eoat> 
are  not  noticed  by  Dr.  Gordon,^  althougli  we  observe  that  he 
iias,  in  subsequent  parts  of  his  book,  mentioned  the  chemical 
properties  of  several  of  the  common  textures.  The  substanoe 
colled  fibrine  is  uniformly  discovered  in  the  analysis  of  all  parts 
that  are  decidedly  muscular,  but  no  fibrine  is  procured  from  the 
analysis  of  the  coats  of  arteries;  which  afibrds  a  strong  pre* 
eumption  that  the  middle  coat  is  not  muscular.  It  is  abundantly 
aupplied  with  small  blood-vessels,  which  are  often  seen  turgid 
with  blood  after  death,  and  admit  of  being  readily  injected  with 
ooloured  size  or  turpentine.  No  connecting  medium  can  be 
perc^ved  between  the  middle  and  inner  coats  of  an  £(rtery ;  they 
■eem  merely  to  be  applied  to  each  other  like  the  inner  menip 
brane  of  the  ventricles  to  the  muscular  coat  of  the  heart.  The 
external  coat  of  mrteries  consists  of  slender,  white,  shining  fibres^ 
like  the  fibres  of  cotton,  very  dense  aiid  tou^h,  closdy  eom« 
pacsfeed  together,  and  interwoven  in  every  direction.  It  adheres 
nnnly  to  the  middle  coat;  but  between  them.  Dr.  Gordon  says, 
there  seems  to  be  no  connecting  medium.  The  blood-vessels, 
however,  supplying  the  middle  coat,  must  pass  to  it  from  the 
external,  and  unite  the  one  to  the  other.  The  thickness  of  the 
external  coat  varies  much ;  in  some  vessels,  in  the  vertebral, 
and  the  branches  of  the  internal  carotid,  it  is  as  thin  almost  as 
nlk  paper.  It  is  the  strongest  and  most  elastic  of  all  the  coats 
of  arteries;  but  to  call  it  the  elastic  coat,  as  Hunter  has  done, 
%l  inoormct.  Ail  the  eoats  of  arteries.  Dr.  Gordon  rightly  ob- 
serves, possess  this  property  in  a  considerable  degree ;  else  those 
vhich  are  inelastic  would,  when  an  artery  is  stretched,  be  torn 
asunder.  This,  at  least,  we  conceive  to  be  die  remark  which 
the  author  had  in  his  head,  although  he  has  not  been  fortunate 
in  putting  it  down  in  very  clear  language  (p.  60).  The  cellu* 
lar  Mheaik  with  which  many  arteries  are  enveloped,  is  not  enu- 
merated as  one  of  th^r  coats,  because  it  does  not  form  a  part  of 
the  p^lar  structure  of  an  artery,  any  more  than  the  cellular 
substanee  which  covers  musdes  can  be  considered  as  forming  a 
part  of  the  muscular  texture.    A  cellular  sheath,  we  believe, 


envelopes  $il  large  arteries  oottcemed  in  operationa;  aiid  the 
practical  writer  on  Anatomy  eonnecta  it  witn  the  deaoriiitian  of 
the  arteries,  because  it  is  aa  important  to  berecdkctedt  as  any 
of  its  coats.  ^ 

It  would  not  hare  been  inconsistent  with  the- plan  of  Dr. 
Gordon^s  work,  to  have  noticed  here  the  mediaBieal  effect  ef 
ligatures  upon  the  dead  aitery ;  he  could  have  taken  the  op- 
portunity of  enlivening  bis  anatomical  description  with  a  mot 
.  of  much  importance  m  practice,  by  telling;  os  how  easily  the 
internal  and  middle  cpals  of  an  avCeiy  are  cut  through  by  a 
circular  ligature,  whilst  it  is  almost  impossiUe  to  eut  thion|^ 
ihe  external  coat  of  any  considerable  vessel  wtth^a  ligstiue  of 
any  size. 

The  only  difference,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Gordon,  in  tlie  gi^ 
neral  anatomy  of  arteries,  in  regard  to  i^,  is  the  greater  ab- 
solute si^e  of  the  capillary  brandies  previously  to  the  period  of 
maturity,  which  is  always  more  r^narkable  die  youneer  t|ie 
subject.  In  the  decline  of  life,  the  capillary  vessels  oeeone 
gradually  smaller  than  in  the  adult ;  and  all  the  arteiies  ip  the 
body  seem  to  suffer  a  diminution  in  their  strei^th  and  ebs* 
licity  (p.  81). 

We  cannot  collect  much  fitxn  Dr.  Grordon's  General  AfU^ 
tomy  of  Veins,  to  instruct  our  readers  with.  The  coronarf 
vein,  at  its  entrance  into  the  auricle,  is  said  to  be  about  a  thivd 
of  an  inch  in  diameter;  the  inferior  cava,  an  inch-;  the  superior^ 
dlx>ut  two-thirds  of  an  inch ;  and  the  four  pulmonary  vein% 
about  half  an  inch  each.  It  has  not  been  aemonstrated,  ae* 
cording  to  Dr.  Gordon,  that  veins  have  any  other  origiii>  thaa 
the  capillary  arteries,  of  which  they  are  the  continuations. 

^  It  b  impossible^  however^  in  any  instance^  to  fix  the  precise 
point  at  which  the  axtety  ends^  and  the  vein  begins;  they  pass  ui« 
sensibly  into  each  other.  Sometimes  a  sudden  change  m  the  dE«< 
raction  of  a  capillary,  artery  enables  us  to  judge  that  it  has  passed 
into  a  vein ;  bitt  in'general  we  cannot  be  certain  of  this^  until  we  see 
the  vessel  uniting  successiveW  with  other  similar  vessds^  and  thus 
forming  a  larger  tube."— «p.  63. 

Dr.  Gordon  notices  the  peculiar  distribution  of  the  verai 
porta?,  whtchdividesfrom  Irunk  into  branches,  untiUt  is  resoivcsd^ 
within  the  substance  of  the  liver,  into  capillary  vessels.  He 
might  have  added,  that  trunks  of  veins  are  sometimes  formed 
from  capllary  arterieri  and  capillary  vems  conjointly ;  as  is  tlie 
case  witn  the  veiUK  cavm  hepatiae.  The  venous  trunks  of  niid« 
dling  size  are,  througliout  the  body,  longer  and  more  numeeous- 
'  than  the^arterial  vessels  of  the  same  diameter ;  and,  in  gmsndy 
the  area  of.  all  the  veins  of  a  part  is  very  appaventiy  neater 
than  the  oomUned  avea  of  all  its  arteries:  hence  it  is  <wvioiia 
that  the  area  of  the  whole  venous  system  must  be-  greater  ^ati' 
that  of  the  arterial.  Hdler  states  this  differaioe  to  be  hi  the 
ratio  of  nine  to  four. 
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The  idves  cf  ¥eiM  vwymidi,  e^enin  vesads  of  dMsarae 
i£aiiieter.  Tliere  are  instaneeg  of  three  bein^  &und  together; 
and  in  die  naaUer  vessels  thej  often  occur  singly ;  but  in  ge^ 
neral  they  are  diqx)sed  in  pairs,  one  valve  being  exactly  oppo* 
isite  to  tlie  other.  They  are  seldom  so  large,  or  so  preciseljr 
adapted  to  each  other,  as  to  shut  the  tube  of  the  vessel  com* 
pletely.  They  are  found  at  all  intervals,  from  four  or  five 
Biekes  to  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  or  evcR  less.  They  are  most 
auBierous  in  veins  of  small  size.  Dr.  Grordoii  asserts  that  ve'uidl 
are  less  elastic  than  arteries-;  and  he  suspects,  notwithstanding 
the  opinion  of  Wintrin^ham  and  others,  that  tliey  are  aIso<:oiv* 
aideraUy  weaker  in  theu"  coats. 

V^s  commonly  consist  of  but  two  coats  only,  but  in  some 
there  is  a  third  intervening  between  these  in  particular  parts. 
,The  inner  coat  is  thickier  and  much  stronger  than  the  inner 
«oat  of  arteries.  Neither  blood-vessels,  absorbents,  nor  nervei^ 
are  seen  in  it  in  the  healthy  state.  The  valves  are  regarded  as 
being  fbmied  by  duplicatures  of  this  coat ;  but  this.  Dr.  Gordon 
euspecta,  is  ratner  supposed  than  demonstrated.  They  have  a 
numbar  of  litde  white  bands  running  tbnmgh  them  in  every 
direction.  The  ouier  coat  of  veins  has  the  same  structure  aa 
the  outer  coat  of  arteries.  It  is  much  thinner  in  proportion  to 
the  size  of  the  vessel^  and  its  attachment  to  the  mner  coat  it 
very  firm. 

.  ''  In  almost  all  the  trunks  and  larger  veins,  a  substance  is  found 
intervenii^  between  these  two  coats.  Sometimes  this  substance 
^unrounds  die  vein  entirely ;  but  in  general  it  occurs  in  patches  of 
difiSerent  8ifle&.  It  varies  a  good  deal  in  its  thickness ;  being  as 
thick  in  some  parts  as  the  outer  coats,  and  only  half  as  thick  in  othera. 
It  se^ns  to  be  of  a  nature  between  the  ei^mal  and  middle  coat  of 
an  artery ;  *  the  fibres  being  softer,  darker  coloured,  and  not  so  closer 
as  those  of  the  external  coat;  and  yet  firmer,  whiter,  and  less  regu^ 
krly  disposed,  than  those  of  the  middle  one.  When  we  hold  a  piece 
af  vein,  containing  this  partial  middle  poat,  between  the  eye  and  the 
liffht,  it  seems  as  if  it  were  arranged  into  longitudinal  fasciculi ;  but 
wnen  we  come  to  dissect  it  with  the  forceps,  we  do  not  find  that  its 
fibres  separate  more  readily  in  the  longitudinal  direction  than  in  any 
odier.  • 

'*  For  about  an  inch  before  the  entrance  of  the  two  Cavae  into  the 
right  auricle,  a  stratum'  of  scattered  fibres,  exactly  resembling  the 
jBduscular  fibres  of  the  auricle^,  m^  in  general  be  seen  in  each  of 
these  vessels,  between  the  outer  and  the  inner  coat." — ^p.  67. 

Dr.  Gordon^s  investigations  of  the  absorbent  system  hav^ 
produced  nothing  new  to  us  in  its  general  anatomy.     The  ori- 

rof  absorbent  vessels  have  been  seen  only  on  the  surface  of 
smaller  intestines  with  the  microscope.  On  examining  the 
capillary  absorbents  of  other  parts  in  the  same  manner,  s?ter  a 
BUBute  injeetioii,  many  of  these  little  vessels  may  be  seen  dis- 
^npenring ;  but  aa naorifioes  areperceptible  at  the pdnts  whert 
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ftey  vanish,  we  cannot  be  certain  that  these  are  their  origins. 
The  distribution  of  the  capillary  absorbents^  like  that  of  the 
aapillary  blood-vessels,  seedne  to  vary  in  almost  every  texture  of 
the  body.     When  two  middle-sized  absorbents  unite  togediar 
nitoone,  the  trunk  which  they  form  is  rarely  or  never  larger; 
fheir  anastomoses  with  each  otlier  are  continual^  and  they 
seldom  run  any  great  way  without  dividing  into  branches, 
which  soon  unite  again  into  a  single  trunk.     The  outer  surface 
•f  an  abscH^bent  vessel  is  floeculent ;  the  inner  is  snioo^,  like 
that  of  the  blood-vessels.     All  absorbents  seem  to  have  valves, 
which  are  generally  disposed  in  pairs ;  and  in  vessels  of  mid- 
dling size  they  are  found  almost  at  every  twentieth  of  an  inch. 
Dr.  Gordon,  even  in  the  thoracic  duct,  has  been  able  to  see  but 
me  eoat:  this  resembles  the  inner  coat  of  veins,  and  the  valves 
Appear  to  be  merely  prolongations  of  it.    Absorbents  are  pro- 
nounced by  all  anatomists  to  be  much  stropger,  in  prt^xirtioOf 
to(  their  size,  than  veins  (p.  73). 

Br.  Gordon  agrees  with  Mascami  in  believing  that  there  is 
na  absorbent  vessel  in  the  body,  Wnich  does  not  pass  throu^ 
one  adbsorbent  gland,  at  least,  before  it  joins  the  absorbent  trunks^ 
We  cannot,  however,  re}ect  the  evidence  of  Cruikshank  on  this 
point,  who  affirms,  tliat  he  has  inj;ected  the  thoracic  duct  from 
absorbent  vessels  op  the  back,,  witliout  injecting  any  absorbent 
gland. 

.  Absorbent  glands  are  smooth  on  their  surface,  and  in  ge- 
neral of  a  greyish  pink  colour:  some,  however^  ace  blueisii; 
and  a  few  almost  jet  black.  They  may  be  considered  as  consist^ 
ing  of  two  parts — a  peculiar  substance,  and  a  thin  pellucid 
membrane  surrounding  this  like  a  capsule :  the  former  seems 
chiefly  to  be  composed  of  ramifications  of  absorbent  vessels, 
dbsely  compacted  together ;  and  the  author  borrows  from  Mas- 
cagni  the  following  Ascription  of  them  : 

**  According  to  him^  in  order  to  shew  tlie  structure  of  the  more 
superficial  parts  of  the  gland^  the  whole  gland  must  be  injected  witk 
i{uicksilver^  by  the  vasa  viferentia.  When  this  is  done^.  the  vasa 
ififereniia  way  be  seen^  jast  before  entering  the  gland^  dividing  inte 
liranches.  Some  of  these  penetrate  directly  into  the  central  parts  of 
(die  gland,  while  others  are  distributed  towards  the  surface.  Of 
these^  the  larger  branches  may  be  distinctly  seen  bent,  cpnvolutedi 
and  interwoven^  in  every  direction ;  communicating  freeljr  with  each 
«fther ;  becoming  suddenly  narrow  at  some  parts,  and  at  others  swell* 
ing  out  into  little  cells,  which  are  so  niihierous,  that,  when  they  are 
'^tended  with  mercury,  the  whole  outer  surface  of  the  gland  seems 
covered  widi  little  rounded  emmences.  The  smaller  branches  again 
are  seen  subdividing  and  forming  a  net- work  on  the  surflEU^,  and 
then  disappearing,  some  of  them  by  dipping  down  between  the  cells 
of  the  larger  ones,  and  others  by  opening  into  these  cells. 

^  Arising  directly  ont  of  these  cells,  on  the  other  hand,  or  as- 
0rom  betwaen  them^  various  other  small  vessels  are  seo^ 
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irhich^  after  winding  about  on  the  sarface,  run  together  into  larger 
branches,  and  then  uniting  with  similar  vessels  coming  out  of  the 
oentral  parts  of  the  gland^  form  the  vasa  eirerentia."-»p.  76. 

^  Sometimes  the  absorbent  vessels  of  a^eland  preserve  a  pretty 
tuiifbrm  diameter  throughout,  so  that  there  is  little  or  no  ap- 
pearan<:e  of  cells  in  any  part  of  it.  Besides  the  vessels,  the  only 
substance  detected  witnin  the  glands  is  a^delicate  sort  of  cellular 
substance,  which  unites  the  vessels  together,  and  connects  the 
whole  mass  firmly  with  the  inner  surface  of  the  enveloping  cap* 
sule  of  the  gland. 

In  young  ^rsons  the  glands  are  in  general  rounder  and 
more  turgid ;  in  old  ase  they  become  smafier,  flatter,  and  drier : 
but  they  never  entirefy  vanish,  as  Haller  has  asserted. 

Comparatively  few  anatomists  have  investi^ted  the  struc* 
ture  of  the  absorbent  system  with  much  assiduity  or  success. 
It  is  probable  that  it  vanes  more  in  different  ages  and  temper- 
aments than^ny  other  system  in  the  body.  The  productions 
of  no  anatomist  that  we  nave  ever  met  with  approach  near  to 
the  plates  of  Mascagni ;  and  we  should  be  inclined  to  question 
the  accuraey  of  his  observations,  were  we  not  assured,  by  those 
who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  many  of  his  ori^nal  pre- 
parations,  that  the  representations  which  he  has  given  of  tnem 
are  correct  and  not  at  all  exaggerated. 

The  next  part  of  Dr.  Goraon^s  work  contiuns  *^the  Anatomy 

ingeneral  of  the  Nervous  System,^  which,  at  the  expense  of  sys* 

tematic  arran^ment,  he  has  extended  to  a  very  considerable 

lenffth.     Besides  the  weight  and  dimensions,  he  minutely  de> 

scribea  all  that  relates  to  the  form  and  colour  of  the  external 

and  internal  surfaces  of  the  brain,,  deprived  of  its  membranes. 

After  noticing  the  different  kinds  of  nervous  matter  which  enter 

into  its  composition,  he  points  out  the  particular  parts  in  which 

each  kind  is  found.     He  detmis  the  peculiar  distribution,  as 

well  as  the  general  structure,  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain ; 

and  sums  up  the  whole  with  the  particular  origin  of  the  cerebral 

and  spinal  nerves.     So  much  for  general  anatomy !     We  are 

not,  however,  disposed  to  quarrel  about  classification,  if  the 

matter  be  ^ood.     It  was,  no  doubt,  convenient  for  the  author 

to  place  things  as  we  find  them ;  so  litde  can  be  sud  strictly 

upon  the  general  anatomy  of  the  brun,  that  die  present  volume 

might  have  shrunk  into  an  insignificant  size  without  it. 

No  oigan  in  the  body  has  liad^so  many  unmeaning  terms 
ajiplied  to  it  as  the  brain.  All  parts  of  it  nave  been  described 
with  nearly  equal  minuteness,  because  little  or  nothing  is  known 
of  the  relative  importance  of  any  of  them.  Indeec^  the  ana- 
tomy of  the  brain,  as  it  hasAitherto  been  given  by  most  syste- 
matic writers,  has  interested  the  f)hyrioloffi8t  much  less  than  the 
•tti^geon,  and  been  chiefly  useful  in  enabung  the  latter  to  asoer* 
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tain  the  deviations  from  natural  structure  and  appearanee,  and' 
to  record  tlieni  in  connexion  with  the  symptoms  of  disease. 

Varieties  are  constantly  observal)le  ni  the  shape  of  the  bonw, 
the  distribution  of  the  nerves  and  the  blood-vessels,  the  attach- 
ments of  muscles,  or  the  form  of  certain  internal  organa*  But 
those  parts  of  the  brain  on  which  names  have  been  bestovred, 
are  very  uniform  in  their  outward  appearance,  and  offer  few 
varieties  to  distract  the  attention  or  the  anatomist;  which  is 
perhaps  the  reason  that  almost  every  new  writer  on  this  subject 
erroneously  strives  to  be  more  minute  in  his  descriptions,  in 
order  to  be  accounted  more  estimable,  than  his  predecessors. 
Our  readers  will  have  no  difficulty  in  judging  how  far  Dr.  Gor- 
don has  led  himself  into  this  too  common  mistake^ 

Dr.  Gordon  places  the  commencement  of  the  spinal  marrow 
at  the  lower  marf^in  of  the  annular  protuberance,  or  pons  varo* 
lii :  and  he  divioes  .the  cerebral  mass  into  brain  proper  and 
terebellum.  The  former  weighs  in  general  from  35  to  45  ounces ; 
and  its  two  halves  are  symmetrical  or  correspondent  to^  eadi 
other;  but  the  convolutions  are  seldom  precisely  alike,  either 
ih  shape  or  size,  in  any  two  corresponding  points  of  the  oppo* 
site  hemi.spheres.  We  must  refer  our  reader  to  tlie  many  pa^ 
which  are  filled  witli  a  detailed  account  of  the  external  and  ia« 
ternal  surfaces  of  the  brain  proper^  as  the  only  means  of  getting 
any  just  notion  of  them.  Nothing  can  be  more  unphilosophicat, 
we  conceive,  than  to  sci)arate  the  brain  proper  wholiy  from  the 
cerebellum^  and  describe,  as  our  author  has  done,  its  appear* 
ances  divested  of  all  its  membranes.  There  is  much  accuracy 
mangled  with  no  small  degree  of  obscurity ;  and  the  student, 
for  whom  Dr.  Gordon  writes,  \\i\\  scarcely  be  able  to  follow  so 
complicated  a  description,  even  with  the  brain  before  him. 

The  cerebellum  is  estimated  at  from  five  to  eight  ounces  in 
weight.  After  considering  the  form  of  its  external  and  inter-* 
nal  surfaces,  to  which  we  can  name  no  gi*eater  objection  tlian 
the  useless  introduction  of  many  new  terms,  the  author 
gives  the  chemical  analyses  of  the  brain  by  Vauijiielin,  Four- 
croy,  and  otliers,  without  adding  any  thing  from  his  own  ex* 
perieiice. 

Soemmering^  has  distingiushed  four  differaitly-coloureii 
substances  in  tlie  bnun,  cinerilious^  medullary^  blacky  and  yellow ; 
and  Dr.  Gordon  makes  very  similar  distinctions  by  tiie  terms 
white  and  brown  nervous  matter ;  the  former  of  whicli  varies 
from  orange-'white  to  yellowish  white ;  the  latter  from  wood-Jtrowh 
to  greyish-brown^  in  different  parts  of  the  brain.  The  particu- 
lar arrangement  and  proportion  of  tliese  kinds  of  nervous  matv 
tcr  in  tlic  different  regions  of  the  bt*aiii  form  a  very  interesting 
passage  in  Dr.  Gordon'^s  work.  All  the  convoluticms  of  the 
irain^proger  are  formed  of  a  stratum  of  orange^whxtt  matter^ 
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covered  with  a  coating,  from  an  eighth  to  a  tentli  of  an  inck 
ihick  of  tvood'J>rown  matter.  The  corpus  callosum  is  chiefly 
orange-white,  with  a  shght  intermixture  of  grey ish-brown  dis- 
tributed in  very  fine  layers.  The  fornix  consists  entirely  of 
orange* white  matter,  and  each  of  its  anterior  pillars  is  continued 
into  the  niammillarv  eminence  of  the  corresponding  side  by  a 
cord  of  orangt'-wlute  matter,  surrounded  by  greyisJi-brciwn 
jnatter,  which  penetrates  into  the  substance  of  tiie  cord*,  and 
divides  it  at  many  parts  into  five  threads. 

*'  The  composition  of  tlie  pituitary  gland/*  Dr:  Gordon  ob- 
serves, ''is  peculiar,  and  requires  to  be  farther  investigated.  It  is 
a  good  deal  firmer  than  the  other  parts  of  the  brain,  and  seems  to  be 
intersected  by  a  texture  different  from  common  nervous  n^atter. 
When  it  is  pressed  between  the  fingers,  the  nervotis  matter  appeavs 
as  if  it  were  forced  out  of  a  sponge.  In  general,  two  distinct  tnasses 
may  be  perceived  in  it;  one  occupying  the  fore  part,  approaching 
rather  to  purple  in  its  coloiu*,  and  another  behind,  softer  in  con- 
sistence and  of  a  lighter  hue." — ^p.  132. 

The  peduncles,  or  crura  cerebri,  are  composed  of  orange- 
white  matter,  with  a  slight  intermixture  ot  greyish-brown  : 
they  are  continuous,  in  each  hemisphere,  witli  a  stratum  of 
orange-white  matter,  from  a  fourth  to  a  fifth  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness, which  runs  upwards  and  outwards,  external  to  the  thala- 
mus opticus,  forming  a  gentle  curve  towards  tlie  median  hne. 
Tills  oi'onge^white  matter  then  expands  into  an  arch  or  vault, 
which  penetrates  through  the  middle  of  the  corpus  striatum^ 
from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  and  at  last  joins  the  central 
^hite  mass  of  the  convolutions  along  the  whole  border  of  the 
corpus  qaliosum. 

The  pineal  gland,  independently  of  its  peduncles,  is  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Gordon  as  being  composed  of  two  5iubstanc.es ^ 
a  species  of  brown  nervous  matter,  softer  in  its  consistences 
than  that' matter  is  generally,  forms  the  chief  mass  of  it.  The 
rest  is  a  substance  like  grains  of  sand,  hard,  semi-tran.^parent, 
of  41  yellowish  colour,  never  lai'ger  than  the  head  of  a  pin  in 
liize^  subsiding  quickly  to  the  bottom  when  put  into  water.  A 
German  wiiter  has  stated  that  this  matter  resembles  the  calculus 
of  tlie  bladder ;  others  assert  that  it  is  phosphate  of  lime.  Dr. 
Grordon  has  detailed  some  experiments  upon  its  chemical  pro- 
perties, which  would  induce  us  to  believe  that  it  very  closely 
resembles  osseous  substance. 

Dr.  Gordon  describes  only  two  membranes  of  the  brain,  the* 
aracknoidy  and  the  pta  mater :  the  dura  mater  belongs  rather 
to  the  bony  cranium  tlian  to  the  brmn. 

The  pta  mater  varies  much  in  thickness  and  stren^h.  In 
some  parts  it  is  more  than  an  eighth  of  an  inch  thick ;  m  odiers, 
tliinner  than  the  finest  hair.    In  certain  situalions  ij  is  as  deli- 
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cate  almost  as  a  cobweb ;  in  others,  loose  and  spongy.    £&- 
nutely  injected,  it  looks  like  a  texture  of  blood-vessels.    Its 
internal  surface,  when  peeled  off  from  the  substance  of  the 
brain  and  floated  in  water,  is  villous  or  flocculent ;  but  Dr. 
Gordon  misapplies  a  term  by  calling  it  also  hairy.     It  is  con* 
nected  to  the  substance  of  the  brmn  only  by  the  mmute  branchei 
of  arteries  and  veins ;  and  as  the  substance  of  the  brain  oon- 
tmns  only  vessels  of  very  small  size,  it  follows  that  all  the  ca^ 
pillary  arteries  and  veins  of  the  pia  mater  are  situated  towardi 
that  surface  of  the  membrane  which  is  nearest  to  tlie  substance 
of  the  brain ;  and  that  all  the  larger  branches  are  placed  more 
externally. 

The  reader  will  not  fail  to  find  some  parts  of  Dr.  Gordon^* 
account  of  the  distribution  of  the  pia  mater  to  particular  parts 
of  the  brain  very  clear  and  instructive.  The  velum  irhcrnoa- 
tum  of  Haller  he  calls  the  choroid  membrancy  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  choroid  plexus.  We/nay  also  observe  here,  that  the 
third  and  two  lateral  ventrides  fn:e  described  as  a  coinmon  ca- 
vity, under  the  title  of  the  central  fissure  of  the  cerebrum ;  and 
.  that  the  fburtli  ventricle  is  termed  the  central  fissure  of  the 
cerebellum.  Into  the  last  of  these  Dr.  Gortlon  asserts  tliat 
there  is  no  prolongation  of  the  pia  mater.  A  history  of  the 
particular  arterial  and  venous  branches  of  the  pia  mater  seems 
to  us  foreign  to  this  part  of  Dr.  Gordon'^8<  work,  and  therefore 
we  pass  by  what  he  has  said  on  this  subject.  We  will,  how- 
ever, suggest  to  him  one  general  remark.  The  minute  arterial 
branches  of  the  pia  mater  have  corresponding  veins  accompa- 
nying them ;  but  the  venous  trunks  of  any  considerable  size 
follow  a  very  different  distribution  and  course  from  tlie  arteries ; 
a  peculiarity  which  distinguishes  the  pia  mater  from  lifaasost 
every  other  membrane  in  the  body. 

JBichSt*  describes  the  arachnoid  membrane  as  being  conti- 
nued from  the  external  surfaces  of  the  brain  into  the  cavities  of 
ail  the  ventricles,  by  an  cval  hole  near  the  vena  galeni ;  the 
exact  situation  of  which  he  has  not  clearly  pointed  out  to  us. 
We  know  of  no  anatomist  who  has  been  able  to  discover  it : 
and  Dr.  Gordon  not  only  questions  the  accuracy  of  Bichat  in 
this  respect,  but  even  expresses  his  doubts  whether  there  be 
any  membrane  lining  the  ventricles  at  all.  This  is  not  the 
only  instance  in  which  Dr.  Gordon  combats  the  opinions  c^ 
modem  anatomists :  he  is  convinced  that  the  extension  of  the 
synovial  memjbrane  over  the  surfaces  of  articulating  cartilages 
is  altogether  an  anatomical  refinemctitj  and  fears  that  the  conti- 
nuation of  the.tunica  conjunctiva  over  the  transparent  cornea 
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H  bat  a  Jlctton.  That  this  last  is  no  fiction,  however,  can  be 
readily  shewn,  we  believe,  by  maceration ;  and  proofs  in  favour 
"of  the  rest  may  Jje  selected  from  patliology  and  comparative 
anatomy :  but  it  would  be  loss  of  time  to  om^r  these  to  an  au- 
thor who  seems  to  teject  all  arguments  from  analogy. 

Respecting  the  brain  at  different  periods  of  life.  Dr.  Gordon 

Eves  lis  nothing  new  from  his  own  observation.  The  convo- 
tions  of  the  brain  proper  begin  to  appear  in  the  embryo  only 
about  the  third  month.  The  lamincc  of  tBe  cerebellum  are  do- 
yeloped  a  good  deal  earlier.  There  is  no  gritty  substance 
in  the  pineal  gland  before  birth.  The  brain  In  the  em- 
bryo of  five  or  six  months  is  almost  fluid,  and  increases  gra- 
dually in  consistence  from  that  time*until  old  age. 

Dr.  Gordon  enumerates  three  n'lembranes  of  the  spinal  cord. 
He  reckons  the  ligamentum  dentatum  as  one  of  them ;  and  his 
account  of  it  is  accurate  beyond  any  thing  that  is  elsewhere  to 
be  found  respecting  it. 

Nerves  are  composed  of  filaments  of  nervous  matter,  inclosed 
in  sheaths  of  a  peculiar  substance,  which  very  closely  resembles 
cellular  substance.  The  olfactory  is  the  only  nerve  in  which 
the  brown  species  of  neryous  matter  occurs ;  in  all  others  it  is 
of  the  yellowish- white  kind.  The  neurilenia  may  be  dissolved 
by  maeerating  any  nerve  in  muriatic  acid ;  and  the  size,  form, 
and  connections  oi  the  nervous  filaments  by  this  means  examined. 
Seil,  w^ho  first  happily  employed  this  plan,  also  found  that,  by 
macerating  a  portion  of  nerve  in  a  diluted  alkali,  the  nervous 
matter  was  (fissolved,  while  the  neurilema  remained  entire ;  so 
that  tiie  latter,  after  this  -operation,  might  be  iniected  with 
quicksilver,  shewing  all  the  little  canals  in  which  the  filaments 
of  nervous'  matter  were  contained,  and  all  the  bundles  of  these 
which  were  united  into  fasciculi  (p.  19bV  The  optic  nen^es 
are  peculiar  in  having  their  external  sheatn  contposed  of  a  sub- 
stance possessing  the  structure  of  tendons. 

Dr.  Gordon  tells  us  that  by  the  origin  of  nerves,  he  merely 
means 

"  that  ^irecise  point  where,  supposing  them  to  spring  from  the 
central  mass,  as  the  trunk  of  a  tree  does  from  its  root,  tliey  first  com- 
pletely leave  this  mass." — p.  195, 

After  such  a  definition,  we  need  not  trouble  our  readers  with 
Dr.  Grordon'^s  account  of  the  ori^n  of  the  nerves. 

The  anatomy  in  general  o^Uie  conim.>n  textures,  which  we 
have  already  enumerated,  is  comprehended  in  the  rest  of  this 
volume.  There  is  little  enough  sr^d  of  cellular  substance, 
which  is  first  examined.  The  following  passage  contains 
a  doubt  which,  we  will  vent i> re  to  say,  exists  in  the  minds 
of  few  anatomists*of  the  present  day  besides  the  author^s : 

"  Without  mechanical  distension  of  some  sort,  there  is  no  ar^ 
psaiance  c^*  cells  in  this  texture,  either  in  the  living  or  the  c^ 
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Iiody.  It  is  merely  a  aubstftnce,  of  which  die  |)arts  are  so  conatrnrU 
ed,  as  to  assume  this  arrangement  when  they  are  g^ently  separated 
from  each  other.  Whetlier  it  consists^  in  its  natural^  uildistended 
state/ of  num]>erle$^  fine  laminte^  of  a  definite  bi;^e  and  form,  closely 
applied  to  each  other ;  or  whether  tlie  cells  are  not  formed  by  the 
mei'e  accidental  separation  of  layers  of  the  substance,  always  accom- 
panied by  p^eater  or  less  laceration  of  parts,  and  of  course  varying 
with  the  direction  and  degree  of  the  distending  force,  it  is  not  eau»y 
to  detennine." — p.  221. 

Bicliat  aiBrmed  that  fat  was  a  deposition  of  oHy  fluid  la 
rommon  cellular  subtance;  an  opinion  which  has  been  effec- 
tually overt unied  by  M.  Beclard,  in  a  short  thesis  upon  the 
snbject.  Dr.  Gordon  classes  adipose  substances  as  a  distinct 
tep^tii re,  although  it  is  perhaps  eveiy  where  accompanied  by  cel- 
lular substance.  It  is  obviously  composed  of  a  vascular  cellular 
texture  containing  an  oily  matter:  the  latter,  Dr.  Gordon  tliinks, 
exists  always  in  the  living  body  in  a  fluid  state.  He  has  ob- 
jcrvcd  that 

*^  m  surgical  operations,  where  a  thick  portion  of  adipose  substance 
happens  to  be  divided^  minute  globules  of  oil  may  be  seen  swinuning^ 
in  great  abundance^  iu  the  stream  of  blood  that  flows  from  the 
wound." — p.  224-. 

Bespectin^  muscle,  Dr.  Gordon  gi^es  us  little  more  than 
the  microscopic  observations  of  Frochaska.  The  primarj)  or 
shnple  muscular  fibre,  into  which  the  fibrous  part  -of  every 
muscle  may  be  resolved,  does  not,  he  thinks,  much  exceed  the 
forty-thousandth  part  of  an  inch.  Tl^ese  primary  fibres  seem 
to  be  solid  diaplianous  filaments,  and  not  to  be  farther  di^^isible 
into  still  smaller  fibres.  None  of  them,  on  a  transverse  section^ 
are  perfectly  circular ;  they  are  all  more  or  less,  flattened  or 
angular.  It  has  not  struck  Dr.  Gordcm,  however,  that  this  ir- 
regularity of  shape  is  probably  produced  by  the  mechanical 
violence  used  in  making  the  transvei'se  section.  There  is  little 
doubt^  from  their  external  appearance,  that  they  are  perfectly 
cylindrical.  Thev  have  the  same  form,  dimensions,  and  cha- 
racier  in  every  species  of  muscle ;  and  they  preser\'e  tlie  same 
tliametcr  througliout  the  whole  of  their  length. 

Dr.  Gordon  has  treated  more  copiously  of  the  skin  than  of 
any  other  texture.  We  have  already,  in  the  Repository  (vide 
Vol.  V.  p.  4.J,  made  an  interesting  extract  from  this  part  of  his 
work,  in  which  he  maintains  Xhaf.  tliere  is  no  such  thing  as  a  liglit- 
coloured  rete  mucosura  in  the  European,  corresponding  to  the 
black  one  of  the  negro. 

Dr.  Gordon,  alter  many  observations  with  the  microscope, 
is  inclined  to  pronounce  the  hair  to  be  a  solid  cylinder  through- 
out, without  cells' or  canals  of  any  kind.  He  imagines  that  uie 
bulb  'of  human  hair  consists  of  two  coats,  the  same  as  it  is 
evidently  obscr\xd  in  the  seal;  and  this  is  almost  the  only 
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instance  in  which  we  find  the  author  judging  from  analogy  be« 
tween  man^nd  animals. 

Upon  cartilage  and  bone  we  really  find  nothing  worthy  of 
notice— nothing  oeyond  the  most  elementary  and  commonly 
received  notions.  Besides  ligaments  and  tendons,  the  author 
includes  periosteum,  perichondrium,  a))oneuroses,  fasciae,  &c. 
under  the  head  of  tendinous  substance^  and  regards  them  ail  as 
the  same  texture. 

Sercua  membrane  is  scarcely  so  thick  as  a  wafer,  with  one 
stirface,  perfectly  smooth  and  tree,  turned  tjowards  certain  ca- 
vities of  the  body ;  and  another  more  or  less  flocculcnt,.  con^^ 
nected  by  a  fine  cellular  substance  to  the  sides  of  these  cavities, 
or  to  die  surfaces  of  their  contents.  It  is  soft,  flexible,  of  con- 
siderable stren^rth,  and  nearly  transparent  when  its  blood-vessels 
are  not  filled  witb  blood  of  colourad  injection.     . 

"  A  successful  injection  of  size  or  turpentine,  coloured  with  veT" 
milion,  brings  into  view,  in  general,  snch  an  amazing  number  of 
ine  blood- ve&tels  in  this  membrane,  that  one  would  be  idniost  in- 
clined to  suppose  that  it  was  entirely  composed  of  arteries  and  veins. 
By  proper  management,  however,  absorbents  may  be  injected  in  it, 
even  with  quicksilver,  to  an  equal  decree  of  minuteness.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  it  is  chieily  composed  of  these  two 
systems  of  vessels.  Whetlier  it  contain  any  thing  else  but  vessels, 
remains  to  be  ascert^>ned.  Nerves  have  not  yet  been  traced  into  it ; 
although  they  nia|c  he  seen,  everywhere,  ramifying  on  the  parts  with 
which  its  exteniai>ar&ce  is  connected."— p.  2^59. 

The  concluding  part  of  Dr.  Gordon''s  hook  is  occupied  wiiTi 
an  account  of  the  anatomy  in  general  of  the  synovial  membrane, 
the  last  in  the  list  of  the  common  textures.  .  It  differs  from  th« 
serous  membrane  in  its  anatomical  characters,  by  )K>sscshing 
less  strength  and  very  little  vascularity  in  its  hcaltlif iil  state ; 
bv  its  blood-vessels  lx?ing  almost  never  found  filled  with  blood 
after  death,  nor  receiving  any  artificial  injection ;  by  its  ab- 
sorbents being  incapable  of  demonstration ;  and  by  its  exhibit- 
ing very  delicate  fibres,  like  those  of  celluhu-  substance,  or  like 
the  finest  filaments  of  tendon,  after  slight  maceration. 

We  have  interspersed  so  many  observations  in  the'  progress 
of  our  analyriis,  that  nothing  remains  to  be  addcii,  exce])t  a  re^ 
mark  or  two  upon  the  wonc  in  general.  Dr.  Gordon  jfos  ac- 
complished to  perfection  the  plan  which  he  evidently  prescribed 
to  hmiself  from  the  beginning,  by  keeping  clear  of  physiology 
and  all  speculation,  and  confining  his  description  to  matters  of 
demonstration,  the  shape,  colour,  weight;  the  properties,  che^ 
mical  and  mechanical,  of  the  difK^nt  parts  which  compose  the 
human  frame.  A  book  on  such  a  plan  affords  more  op]X)rtunity 
of  shewing  industry  and  sound  judgment,  than  dispLiyin^  traits 
-of' fine  genius.     As  to  the  author's  style,  yfc  can  say  nothing  h/ 
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way  of  direct  commendation ;  it  could  not  be  less  embellished ; 
nor  could  it,  without  treating  some  subjects  less  minutely,  be 
rendered  more  clear.  Whatever  the  author  was  not  well  con* 
Tinced  of  in  his  own  mind,  he  has  invariably  stated  with  doubt 
and  precaution ; — an  excellence  of  no  trifling  importance  in  a 
systematic  writer. 

Upon  the  whole  we  have  much  reason  to  confide  in  the  aio 
curacy  of  Dr.  Gordon ;  and  after  an  attentive  perusal  of  the 
work  before  us,  we  are  convinced  that  we  can  recommend  to  our 
readers  no  book  on  anatomy  so  little  likely  to  lead  them  into 
error. 


II. 

Traiti  des  Poisons  ttrSs  des  Regnes  Mineral ^  VegStal^  et  /fnimatf 
ou  Toxicologic  Gcnemlf^  considSrSCy  sous  les  Rapports  dc  la 
Physiologic^  dc  la  Pathnlogie,  ct  dc  la  MSdidne  Legale.  Par 
M.  P.  Obfila,  M.D.  &c.  &c.  Tome  second*,  8vo.  pp.  682, 
Paris,  1815. 

fCimtinued  from  page  Syjf.J 

The  fourth  chapter  is  extremely  inter^ng,  and  treats  of 
the  narcotic  poison^j  which  constitute  the  foiArui  class  of  our 
author^s  general  arrangement*  Tbe^  folioii-iK^  is  the  definition 
of  this  class : 

^''  The  narcotic  poisons  are  those  whidi  are  rapidly  absorbed,  oc^ 
casioning  stupor,  drowsiness,  paralysis  or  apoplexy,  andxonvulsions." 

The  first  and  most  important  of  the  narcotics  is  Opium. 
After  noticing  the  usual  physical  properties  of  this  substance; 
its  colour,  taste,  smell,  solubility  in  water,  vin^ar,  lemon-juice, 
wine,  and  alcohol ;  its  chemical  components,  as  obtained  by  Des' 
rosncj  are  enumerated : 

**  1^*  a  crystallizable  substance ;  2^  extractive ;  3®.  resin ;  4^.  an  cSl; 
5^.  an  add;  Q*.  a  little  fecula;  7^  mucilage;  8^  gluten;  g^.  extra- 
neous matter,  consisting  of  the  stalks  of  the  plants^  and  sometimes  a 
little  sand  and  flint" 

In^a  set  of  experiments  upon  dogs,  instituted  by  M.  Orfila, 
to  ascertain  the  effects  of  opium  on  the  animal  economy ;  in 
which  it  was  employed  in  the  crude  state,  and  in  the  form  of 
extract  obtained  by  the  action  of  water ;  it  was  introduced  Into 
the  stomach,  both  with  the  oesophagus  in  its  natural  state  and 
tied ;  appKed  to  the  denuded  cellular  tissue ;  and  injected,  in  a 
state  of  solution,  into  the  rectum  and  the  jugular  vein.  A 
number  of  cases  are,  also,  quoted  from  various  authors  to  illus* 
trate  its  efiects  on  the  human  system;  from  which  and  Jus  ax^ 
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perififeilts  upcm  dogs,  our  author  fiifly  confirmed  die  following 
results  6f  3f.  Ntfsten  upon  this  subject : 

ft  jo^  f  )|^  aqaeou$  extract  obtained  with  cold  ^ater^  and  sub- 
mitted to  one  eva{)oration  only,  is  'more  active  than  the  otiier  pro- 
ducts of  opium,  without  excepting  the  gumm}'  extract  pf  f  oniet, 
Baumcy  and  Bousseau,  prepared  by  repeated  evaporations  and  long 
digestion^  or  by  fermentation. 

"  2^  The  scarcely  soluble  resinous  matter  produces  the  samt 
effects  as  the  aqueous  extract,  but  requires  to  be  'exlubited  in  larger 
doses ;  and  it  does  not  inflame  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach. 
If  in  any  case  of  poisoning  by  c^ium  the  stomach  have  been  found 
inflamed,  this  circumstance  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  spiritous  men- 
struum in  which  the  opium  may  have  been  taken,  or  to  some  other 
irritant,  perliaps  administered  as  an  antidote. 

"  3",  The  crystallicable  salt  fsel  eueniiel  cryHallisahleJ,  impro*' 
perly  called  the  narcotic  principle,  is  still  less  active  than  the  resins 
J/.  NysUn  took  f(>ur  grains  of  it,  and  experienced  only  a  slight  dis« 
position  to  sleep. . 

"  4\  The  pellicle  which  separates  during  the  evaporation  of  tlie 
-extract,  is  however  less  energetic  than  the  salt. 

*'  5^  The  distilled  water  of  opium,  which  is  /strongly  saturated 
with  the  aromatic  principle,  may  produce  irfebpety  and  sleep  when 
taken  in  a  large  dose.  M.  Nysten  swallowed  two  ounces  of  it  with* 
•ttl  experiencing  any  sensible  effect. 

In  a  note,  M.  Orfila  remarks,  that  five  ounces  of  tTie  dis-, 
tilled  water,  obtained  by  the  distillation  of  six  ounces  of  water 
upon  two  ounces  of  opium,  when  intnxiuccd  into  (he  stomachy' 
or  a  dog,  whose  oesophagus  was  tied,  killed  the  animal  in  twenty-] 
ft)ur  hours,  although  during  tlie  first  ten  hours  no  sensible  elivct 
was  produced. 

'*  6^  Three  or  four  grains  ot  the  aqueous  extract  of  opiuiq^  in* 
jected  into  the  carotid  of  a  dog,  kills  it  in  a  few  minutes.  .    '    *     -. 

"  7^>  A  somewhat  larger  dose  is  required  to  produce  the  same' 
efTect  when  it  is  thrown  into  the  crural  or  tile  jugular  vein ;  and  iii-^ 
jecting  it  withi»the  pleura  or  the  peritoneum,  also,  proves  fatal. ' 

''  8*.  The  fatal  erocts  of  opium  are  much  less  prompt  and  ener*' 
getic,  when  it  is  injected  into  the  cellular  tissue. 

*'  9".  The  effects  arc  very  eneigetic  when  the  aqueous  extract  ia. 
iniected  into  the  bladder ;  but  a  considerable  quantity  is  requisite 
fer  produdnff  death. 

"  10^.  The  application  of  opium  to  the  brain  is  not  m<Ntal ;  al- 
though it  is  by  its  action  on  this  organ,  that  opium  taken  iiito  the 
stomach  produces  dangerous  ^rroptoms.  ' 

**  \l\  Opium  do9^  not  destroy  the  contractility  of  the  muscles 
to  which  it  is  applii^l,  and  the  symptoms  of  poisoning  which  occur 
in  that  case  depend  on  the  absorption  of  tlie  opium  and  its  action, 
upon  the  brain,     A  heart  plunged  intd  a  solution  of  opium  continues 
to  contract  in  it  for  a  very  long  timer 

<#  Igo^  The  supposition .  that  the  effects  of  opium  and  those  of 
Vine  are  imalogous,  is  incorrect ;  opium,  whether  the  dose  be  small 
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I)r  laige>  alw)»yB  lowers  the  vital  powers ;  andittsowuwtotihkcbw 
eomstance  that  it  operates  as  a  s^dativ^:  wine,  on  the  coDtxar^p 
always  reanimates  these  powers;  and  even  when  it  produces  a  de« 
bilitating  effect,  this  is  the  consequence  of  too  high  a  degree  of  pre* 
vious  excitement. 

^*  1^.  This  poison  does  not  produce  death  by  acting  upon  die 
exCremfties  of  the  nerves  of  the  stomach,  as  Witk  believed ;  for  sni* 
mals,  in  wh(»n  the  par  vagum  has  been  divided  on  both  sides,  die 
in  two  or  three  hours,  alter  having  experienced  die  inebriety,  som* 
nolency,  and  convulsions,  which  we  have  ab«ady  noticed." 

In  contudering  the  opinions  of  jif.  Nyafen^  regarding  the 
modus  operanc}i  of  opium  pu  tb^  vital  functions,  our  author 
inquiDPSt  ^^  oe  oiodicammit  doit-il  ^tre  mngu  parmi  les  naroo* 
tiques,  ou  parmi  les  exdtaDS  du  9V«t«|iie  nerveux  ?^  Or,  in 
nova  simjpie  lai^uage,  >»  opiuin  to  be  regarded  m  a  stimuhuit 
or  a  sediMave  ? 

In  supuHt  of  the  opkiton  that  the  operation  of  opium  is 
atimulant,  M.  Orfila  quotes  tlie  authority  of  TraUesy  with  whom 
it  originated,  and  that  oif  Dr.  Jc^  Brown,  supported  by  Char^ 
dtVs  account  of  tlie  effects  it  lias  upon  die  Turks,  w^bu  are  in 
the  constant  habit  of  eating  it ;  and  who  are  excited  by  it  to  a 
y^  high  degree  before  its  debilitating  effects  are  perceptible. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  question,  he  auotes  die  tbex>ry  (x  Pro* 
fesaor  BovOtr  of  Amiens,  who  contends  that  all  the  phenomena 
i^roduced  by  opium  are  tlie  result  of  a  dcbintating  inffuence; 
and  those  of  JIfayer,  a  Professor  at  Frankfort  upon^  the  Oder, 
who  attributes  the  quietine  effefct  of  opium  to  a  previous  excite- 
ment which  occurs  only  when  it  is  adinimstenid  id  a  large  dose^ 
in  the  same  manner  as'&dgue  and  an  excess  of  nounsluuent 
are  followed  by  rest  produced  by  indirect  debility. 

M.  Orfifafs  own  opinion  is  at  variance  widt  bodi  of  diese 
theories;  and  he  conceives  his  experiments  audiorize  him  to 
draw  the  following  conclusions ; 

"  A.  That  opium,  in  a  large  dose,  cannot  be  dassed  either  und^ 
narcotiOB  or  stimulants;  as  it  exerts  a  peculiar  acdon  which,  cannot 
be  accurately  designated  by  any  of  the  denoninatioas  usuaUy  em* 
ytqyed  in  MatoiaMedica. 

"  B.  That  a  small  doae  of  opium  appears  to  produoe  stopefiKv 
tion  only;  but  sometimes,  in  consequence  of  a  peculiar  iduMyn* 
essay,  it  inducei  a  gveat  degree  of  exdteraoit. 

*^  C.  Theve  ia  no  analfl|^y  between  the.  action  of  opium  and  that 
of  spirituous  liquors  taken  ui  huge  doaes." 

We  perhaps  anticipated  too  much :  for  we  mqst  confess 
that  we  are  disappointed  with  the  manner  in  which  our  author 
has  investigated  uie  nature  of  this  very  important  poispn.  He 
does  not,  indeed,  appear  to  have  had  sufficient  opportunities  of 
observing  the  effisct^  of  opium  upon  the  human  system  \  and 
i(  is  /ilwii^  unpecesapfy  to  remark  that,  in  a  svibjcct  of  t|4s  t^^ 


lure^  accumfee  oaadiinoiis,  as  to  tlie  mode  m  wkidi  a  pdmaUf 
ibe  adioD  of  whkli  is  eonfined  to  the  newous  flystem,  pnxiacM 
its  eftdSy  caanot  be  formed  fitm  the  rdaCiotis  of  others.  Hia 
expertn»it8  upoB  do^  ace  valuid)le  only  iiNusaauch  as  they  de- 
t^wiiite  the  coinparative  degree  of  the  virulence  of  the  poisMi 
i»B  k  .is  introduced  in  diiferent  ways  into  the  systean.  An  ao* 
i:urate  a^alysia  of  opiuas,  and  a  tat^sfedoty  theory  of  its  action 
upon  the  aniDud  oeoonomy  is  still  a  denderatum. 

Cff  Henianey  (Hyosciamus  niger^)  la  Jusqiaiame  noire. 
Fourteen  experiments  bpon  doss  with  various  parts  of  this 
plant,  hath  in  the  dried  state  and  differently  prepared,  are  de^- 
tailed  by  our  author ;  from  whiefa,  and  from  various  histories 
of  cases  of  its  poisonous  rfeets  recorded  by  authoi^p,  he  con- 

"  l^  That  the  juice  and  the  decoction  ot  the  root  of  henbane, 
in  Its  most  perfect  state  (en  pleine  vegetation),  produces  fatal  effects 
when  intromced  into  tiie  stomach ;  but  mflder  eifects  are  produced, 
if  the  pliant  be  taken  in  the  beguining  of  sptiog ;  S^  That  the  juice 
of  the  isaves  is  less  active;  3.  Tliat  the  aqueous  extract  prepared 
by  evaporsaing  the  juice  of  the  recent  full-grown  plant  in  a  whaler- 
bath,  .pQ89eBses  nearly  the  same  poisooous  properties  as  the  juice 
itself;  but  an  extract  obtained  firom  a  dscoctioa  of  the  plant  in  an 
ipipeefect  state,  or  over-dried,  is  incomparably  less  energetic ;  which 
explains  why  the  extratf,  as  it  is  occasionaU^  procured  in  the  skops^ 
does  not  possess  any  virtue;,  4*.  That  these  preparations  produce 
nearly  th^  same  effects^  whether  they  be  appliea  to  the  cellular  tissue, 
introduced  into  the  stomach,  or  injected  into  the  veins :  in  the  last- 
mentioned  case,  a  very  snudl  quantity  only  proves  fatal ;  5^  They 
are  absoHljed  imd  carried  into  Ae  course  of  the  circulation ;  and  pro« 
duee  a  remarkable  effect  upon*the  nervous  system,  not  ui^e  mental 
dscasgementy  whidi  is  vuoceeded  by  stupor ;  &.  They  do  not  in- 
flama-tbe  stomach;  7^  They  apparently  act  in  the  same  manner 
upon  men  as  upon  dogs." 

Seveval  coses  ore  added  to  demonstrate  that  Hyosciamus 
oftaiA,  aiuiau$j  physaloides^  and  scopoHa,  are  also  poisonous. 

OfPrussic  wiciA— To  some  of  our  readers  a  short  account 
oFthe  physical  and  chemical  properties  of  this  acid  may  not  hd 
tmsaiismctory. 

in  its  most  concentrated  state,  prussic  acid  is  a  colourless 
transparent  fluid,  having  a  very  strong  odour  of  bitter  almonds, 
with  a  cool  taste,  which^  however,  soon  becomes  acrid  and 
iritadng^  and  excites  coughing.  Its  specific  gravity  is  0,70583w 
It  Jtadi£ns^  timBture  of.  litmus ;  boUs  at  7SP  F^. ;  congeals  at 
15^  halow  Q};  and  ctyatallines  n^BdUy^Imi  highly  concentrated 
9Bd  dnmpfld  upon  fff^r  owing*  to  that  part  c^  it  which  is  vo- 
latilized carrying  otr  a  portion  of  the  caloric  of  that  which  rc- 
lutihs  fixed*.  II  Is  inflammable ;  soluble  in  alcohol,  although 
scarcely  so  in  water;  and  precipitated  white  fromi  its  solutions 
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)iy  nkrate  of  nlver.  CoiDbiiied  with  potast  and  oteide  of  irbov 
it  futnisii^'a  double  salt  of  a  yellow  colour,  wfaieh  diitaolvet  hi 
jvater^  and  the  solution  of  which  precipitates  salta  of  itou  at  a 
second  and  diird  degree  of  oxidizonent  blue;  those  of  copper 
at  a  niaxiaium  crinisoa  with  a  shade  of  browp ;  those  of  ur»- 
aium  of  a  blood  colour ;  and  those  of  nickel  of  an  ajjple-green. 
'  As  varieties  of  this  acid,  or  rather  as  containing  it,  our  au« 
tlior  notices  tlie  distilled  water,  and  the  essential  oil  of  Prunus 
{a«ra-ccr49ii«,  and  Uie  bitter  almond.  The  delcteriQUS  efects 
of  the  acidy,  both  whfii^pure  and  ^n  its  modified  sti^t  IQ  theae 
substances,  on  all  animated  l)einfi;s,  is  well  illustrated  by  a  inost 
extensive  set  of  e^ipcripDieii ts  -^  ^a  its  corresponding  efieots  on  tbf 
huinan  system  is  evinced  by  cases  quoted  from  vario!US  authorik 
Anions  the  latter,  we  were  surprized  to  find  the  story  of  Scha^' 
ringer  s  death  brought  forward  as  a  proof  of  the  fatality  attend* 
ing  the  anplicatiou  of  prussic  acid  to  Uie  entire  skin.  Our 
readers  will  recollect  that  we  took  some  pains  to  ascertain  tl|e 
trutli  of  tliat  report ;  and  published  a  lett^  from  Baron  de  Jct^ 
^in  at  Vienna  to  our  friend  JPr.  Gumprecht  (vide  Repa9iioiys 
vol,  iv.  p.  dl9),  which  proved  that  it  was  void  of  any  $9un4a^ 
tion  in  tvuth ;  and  detailed  the  circumstances  connected  wiw 
the  death  of  that  celebrated  chemist.  We  the  more  regret  this 
circufmstance,  as  it  tends  to  lessen  our  confidence,  generally,  in 
many  of  the  evidences  brought  forward  by  our  author, 

M.  Orfila  informs  us,  that,  oii  the  dissection  of  animals 
poisoned  by  prussic  acid,  the  alimentary  canal  docs  not  syf^BX 
to  be  at  all  affected;  the  rii^ht  ventricle  of  tlie  heart  retains  its 
irritability,  whilst  that  of  tue  left  is  completely  destroyed ;  the 
viscus  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  the  Aver,  the  kidneys,  and 
the  ri^t  auricle  of  the  heaift,  are  gorsed  with  blood ;  whilst 
the  whole  arterial  system,  is  empty ;  ana  the  lungs  are  more  (M* 
less  blotched.  The  brain,  except  that  it  is  sometimes  a  little 
softer,  and  the  vessels  of  its  base  fuller  than  usual,  does  not  apr 
pear.U)  be  altered ;  and,  although  the  muscles  arc  pale,  ye^  thejF 
retain  their  irritabiiitY  tu  a  certain  deg^e.  These  ejects  do 
not  correspond  with  tlie  appearances  on  the  dissection  of  tl^ 
remarkable  case  recorded  by  Hkftiand*'^  in  which,  vestiges  « 
the  highest  excitement  were  found  in  the  brain  and  in.  a4  ^^ 
vital  organs. 

The, following  are  the  conclusions  dieduced  by  our  ai^tlior 
from  the  facts  and  experiments  which  he  lias  detuned : 

^*  1®.  That  prussic  acid  pxoves  fatal  to  the  different  dosses  of 
animalsy  but  more  particnfauiy  to  dife  wann-blooded»  Insedts  r** 
semble  warm-blooded  animals  m  the  promptitude  wiUi  whidi  thqf 


*  Vide  Jteporitiny,  voL  iv.  p.  50& 
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«^  «ifiB^Ud«  biit  dil^r  fifom  thaoa  by  the  inverae  order  in  whidi  tht 
fsaU  die ;  So.  Thnl  de^tb  is  more  quickly  produced  in  (ir^ortion  t9 
the  Acttyity  of  the  drculation^  «nd  as  the  oigans  of  respirj^tion  azs 
more  dilated:  3^.  That  it  is  more  pernicious  to  youpg  animals. 
¥,  That  it  exerts  its  influence  upon  every  tissue  with  which  it  conie| 
in  contact,  excej^t  the  nerves  and  the  djira  mater:  5**.  That  die  ift- 
tensity  of  its  action  varies  wlien  it  is  applied  to  difi*erent  parts ;  thus^ 
for  instance,  it  is  extr^ely  deleterious  when  injected  into  the  juga« 
lar  Ttein,  or  into  the  arteria  ffs|>era  {Emmerl)  ;  less  so  when  injsded 
^  into  the  thorax;  and  stiU  less  when  introduced  into  thf  atomaidi  ^ 

the  ndiini*  Ita  action  is  still  w«aker,  however,  when  it  is  appUedi  ta 
wounds ;  but  death  sooner  occurs,  when  the  wound  is  made  in  Am 
(m  limbs  olqugArvt^jiiA^i  6*.  Uihe  dose  be  not  strong  &Jtmi^  t# 
oocasioo  death,  the  animal  very  quickly  revives,  particularly  if  iImi 
foison  have  been  placed  in  contact  with  the  eye^  or  introduce  i^it^ 
the  stomach:  7^.  Tliat  its  effects  depend  on ^ its  beinii^  absorbed  i^nd 
carried  into  the  course  of  the  circulation :'  8^.  That  its  action  is 
aknr^  but  uninterrupted,  when  it  is  placed  in  contact  with  any  part;^ 
Che  (XMaimunication  of  which  %vith  the  brain  or  the  spinal  mskt/yw 
u  cut  off^  g^.  That  it  appears  to  operate  upon  man  in  the  same  uugu» 
^r  as  Upon  the  warm«bk)oded  anunals:  10^.  Tluit  it  destcovs  irri* 
tab^lity  in  the  same  maniver  as  th^  naneotie  poisons:  11^.  Tblift  it 
does  not  produce  any  in&unmatory  lesioi^  capable  of  being  detected 
after  deatn:  but  die  venous  system  appears  goi^ed,  v'bilst  the  arte* 
rial  is  empty :  the  pupils  often  dilatea^  and  tlie  lun|;$  blotched-^ 
changes  common  to  a  great  number  of  the  narcotic  poisons.^ 

M»  Qrfila  remarks  that,  although  the  distilled  .water  ancf 
the  oil  of  the  laurel  (Prunus  lauro^erasusj,  and  t1\e  bitter  al* 
mond  resemble  the  prussic  acid  in  their  operation,  yet,  tlie 
4(}ueotis  extract  of  the  laurel  is  scarcely  poisouousy  owijB^  to 
the  volalilizatioQ  of  the  prussic  acid,  during  tlie  evapomlioil 
iieoeflsary  for  the  prej^aration  of  the  extract 

Of'StrongmscenJUd  Lettuce  ^{^wcincsx.  r£ro.9a^— The  whole  of 
this  plant  contains  a  viscid^  bitter,  disagreeable-smelling,  milky 
juice.  A  pound  and  a  half  of  the  leaves  were  swallowed  by  a 
Strong  dog,  without  prodiicin^  any  deleterious  effect :  but  tli^ 
,  ax^neous  extract,  whether  appl^d  to  an  exterior  wound,  or  taken 
in  a  large  dose  internallv,  occasioned,  sooner  or  later,  the  death 
of  the  ammai     M.  Orfila  concludes,  from  his  experiments, 

!  

I  ''  1^.  That  the  extract  of  tlie  laetuca  prepared  by  evaporating  tlie 

I  juice  iof  die  plant  with  a  gentle  heat,  is  moi^e  active  than  that  pre- 

pared from  uie  decoction.  2.  That  it  is  absorbed  and  carried  into 
the  course  of  the  circulation;  and  that  its  action  is  more  intenfie  when 
it  is  injected  into  the  jugular  vein,  than  when  it  is  applied  to  th^ 
cellular  tissue  of  the  thigh  ;  but  even  this  application  is  fol- 
lowed by  more  marked  effects  than  when  it  is  taken  int9  the  sto« 
mich." 

Of  the  genus  Solanum.'^Frcm  the  experimente  of  M.  Dunal, 
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k  qipean  that  the  Sulanum  ditlc0mara  may  be  adminiatefBd  hf 
n  very  large  dose  to  the  lower  animals  without  produemg  an j 
inconvenience;  and  he  states  a  case  of  a  man  who  took  92  grs. 
of  the  aqueous  extract  with  impunity.  In  stating  th^e  parti- 
culars, however,  our  author,  who  does  not  seem  to  have  made 
any  experiments  on  this  pUtnt,  should  bqve  informed  bis  readera 
tl^t  much  of  tlie  activity  of  the  dulcamara  depends  on  the  sea« 
fpst  of  the  year  at  which  it  is  gathered.  We  have  9^m  %  Wg9 
iosfi  of  the  decoction  of  the  summit  twigs  of  tW  plant,  gathered 
in  atttmaa,  produce  nausea,  vomiting,  violent  hea«iche,vertigOy 
snd  ^rnoope. 

iXmal  also  asserts  that  Solanum  ntgrum,  vtHoaum^  andJUs^ 
itahm,  are  as  inert  as  he  has  stated  tl^  dtdcamara  to  be ;  but 
the  experiments  of  M.  Orfila  have  led  him  to  form  a  different 
pinion ;  ^d  to  conclude, 

y\  7hat  the  extract  of  the  black  nightshade  is  in  a  amaU  4egree  poi* 
fdMosj  2^»  That  it  is  slowly  absod>ed,  and  destroys  the  seuaibiUlgr 
an4  the  mobility  of  the  muscles." 

He  notices  the  remark  of  Dunal,  that  the  juice  of  Sdanum 
iri^ttfir,  villoiumj  nodijlomm^  and  numalunij  when  applied  to  the 
eyes,  occasion  a  slight  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  and  render  the 
organ  insensible  to  the  impression  of  a  bright  light ;  but  the, 
flegree  of  this  efiect  is  lesa  than  dmt  produced  by  the  juice  of 
^uladonjia. 

Of  the  Yap  f  Taxus  haccala), — After  noticing  the  difference 
of  opuiipn  that  has  prevailed  regarding  the  poisonous  effects  o£ 
this  plant,' our  author  details  two  experiments,  in  which  asoIu«> 
tiop  qf  40  grains  of  the  aqueous  extract,  prepared  from  the 
leaves,  was  injected  into  the  jugular  vein  of  two  dogs.  The 
larger  of  diese  animals  experienced  vertigo,  but  recovered ;  the 
smaller  died;  bat  no  morbid  alteration  was  perceptible  on 
inning  the  body. 

Bane  Berries  {AttvesL  spicata)  huYC^  as  the  name  implies^ 
been  considered  as  poisonous;  but  M.  Orfila  states  that  he  has 
given  from  four  to  six  ounces  of  a  strong  decoction  of  the  plant, 
collected  in  May,  to  dogs ;  and  adds,  ^^  nous  n'^avons  observti- 
aucun  phdnom^ue  sensible.*" 


Somniferous  Physalis  (Physalis  sowni/ira^.-w-Plpndt 
the  roots  of  this  plant  witli  narcotics. 

Yellow  Azalea  (Azalea  ponticaJ.-^A  case  is  quoted  from 
Gmelin,  to  shew  that  the  flowers  of  this  species  of  azf^ia  are 
poisonous. 

Officinal  Lentil  (Ervum  ervilia)  Ers,— Our  author  quotea 
Siniiinffer  and  Valisneri  as  authority  ipr  regarding  this  plant  as 
a  narcotic  poison. 
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SbMerfoiiBi  Lslhrnts  (LaXtijras  ctceroJ.-^Accocduig  to 
t  the  seeds  of  this  pant  possess  poisonous  propertiift 
wailar  to  tboae  of  the  offianal  lentiL  % 

Peganum  karmela  ie  arranged  with  the  narcotics  by  PlencL 

Herb  Purisj  (Paris  quadnfoliay)  prodiices  vomiting  and 
fpasms. 

Saffron  f Crocus  Mftrw^J-— Saffron  has  heen  regarded  hy 
some  physicians  as  a  narcotic  poison.  Our  author'^s  experiment 
|>rove,  that  its  aaion  upon  dogs  is  very  slow ;  ity  liowever,  uL^ 
timately  proved  fatal,  tioth  when  taken  into  the  alomaob  asil 
when  applied  to  a  wound  ct  die  tfaigh« 

Of  Azotit  Gas  (Gas  tfroJc^.— This  gas  is  known  from  othet 
gases  by  the  following  properties ; 

"  It  is  colourless^  inodorous,  and  transparent,  and  has  a  sp^cijfie 
gravity  €£0,(^13.  It  cannot  support  combustion,-  does  not  red* 
den  ixuusion  of  litmus ;  is  insoluble  in  water,  and  does  not  reader 
lime-water  turbid." 

Besides  stating  its  effect  in  producing  asphyxia  when  ani* 
mals  are  immersed  in  it^  an  experiment  of  NysterCs  is  detailed* 
from  which  that  author  concloaes,  that,  when  injected  into  the 
jugular  vein,  azotic  gas  acts  as  a  sedative  upon  the  vitality  o^ 
the  heart,  independent  of  any  mechanical  effect  it  may  alsd 
€xert  upon  that  organ. 

Of  Protoxide  ofjiote  (oxidule  ffazote).— The  following  ase 
its  characteristics : 

**  This  gas  is  invisible  and  inodorous;  it  has  a  sweetish  taste; 
and  a  specie  {;ravity  of  1 JS69S.  It  i^  soluble  in  water ;  and  sup^ 
ports  combustion  so  well,  that  on  instantlyfimmersing  in  it  a  taper 
wbich  has  been  blown  out,  it  19,  re-lighted,  and  bums  with  a  otiI- 
fiant  flame,  the  gas  being  in  this  case  deicomposed,  and  the  azote  M 
fbte." 

The  effects  of  this  gas  on  the  animal  ceconomy  appears  to 
have  been  different  on  the  different  individuals  who  have  re*, 

Jiired  it.  After  quoting  the  description5v  of  Davy^  Proust^  anj 
'aaffy  M.  Orftla  describes  its  effects  on  his  own  person.  The 
protoxide  which  he  employed  was  perfectly  pure,  and  he  waa 
soon  obliged  Co  suspend  the  experiment  The  respiration  of  it 
producea 

"  vertigo,  an  inexpressible  uneasiness,  and  an  «dent  heat  in  th# 
chiest ;  which  brought  on-  a  syncope  that  continued  for  aix  minates*" 

The  experiments  ai  Jf.  Nysim  prove,  that  it  prodaee^ 
neasly  the  saaoe  efieota  whei^it  la  injcctied  into  the  vmis  of  aif 
4pimal. 
.    Having  finished  the  exttguoation  of  the  effects  of  individual 


nsrcotics,  oar  dutlior  next  dest:ribes  the  sympumis  general  (• 
this  class  of  poisons,  whether  the  suMtaoees  be  appSed  to  t6 
cellular  tissue,  taken  into  the  stomach,  or  iif^ectednftOtheTeoi^ 

'*  These  symptama  may  bfe  reduced  t6  the  fbDowmgr— stnpar, 
heaviness,  weight  of  the  head,  a  great  desire  of  sleeping,  .which  at 
length  cannot  be  overcome ;  vertigo,  a  kind  of  inebriety,  fc^rious  or 
amusing  (gai)  delirium ;  sometimes  pain :  convulsions  more  or  leas 
strong  m  every  part  of  the  body ;  paralysis  of  the  posterior  extre- 
mities ,-»  dilatation  of  the  pupil ;  (Hminished  sensflbflity  of  the  organs 
ef  sense,  as  if  apoplectic  ;  me  pulse  frequent,  sometimes  slow,  but 
lieneftdly  at  first  full  and  strong  ;  respiration  nearly  natural,  although 
sometimes  a  little  acceleratect ;  nausea  and  vomiting,  particUbp'ly 
wlien  tlie  poison  lias  been  ap)ilied  to  the  cellular  tissua,  or  exhibited 
as  an  enema ;  by  degrees  the  nervous  symptoms  increase,  and  the 
animal  dies.  Death  is  very  quickly  occasioned,  when  the  poison 
has  been  injected  into  the  veins ;  less  so  when  it  has  been  applied 
to  the  cellular  tissue;  and  comparatively  slow  when  it  has  Bee» 
taken  into  the  stomach." — ^p.  201. 

With  regard  to  "  the  treaimtnt  qftase$  of  poisoning  by  naf'- 
codcsy'^  our  author  first  examines  the  virtues  of  tlie  various 
substances,  which  have  been  regarded  as  antidotes,  and  then 
details  the  measures  that  ought  to  be  adopted  in  tl>ese  cases. 
The  antidotes  are  thus  classed: 

"  lo.  Vinegar  and  the  vegetable  acids ;  2**.  The  infusion  an4 
decoction  of  coffee ;  3**.  Tlfc  solution  of  clilorine  in  water  (liquid 
oxymuriatic  acid) ;  4«.  Camphor ;  5*.  Water  and  emolhent  potions  j 
fr.  Blood-letting." 

l*'.  Dm  Virtaigrc  et  ttts  Acidcs  VtgetaiiJl, — ^Contrayy  to  the 
received  opinion  that  vinegar  and  the  vegetabte  afcids  arc  oooti- 
ttrpoisons  of  opium,  otnr  author  concludes,  from  the  results  of 
9L  series  of  experiments  upon  dogs,  that  '*  these  acids  aggra^ 
vate  the  symptoms  of  poisoning  by  opium  when  the  poison  has 
not  been  rejected  by  vomiting*''  In  comparing  the  effects  of 
#pium  or  its  extracts,  when  taken  alone  ot  Conjoined  witli  vi-- 
negat,  it  also  a]>pears, 

[  "1®.  That  in  the  first  case,  tlie  symptoms  of  poisoning  are  more 
slowly  manifested  ;  5^^  That  they  are  in  general  mudi  less  violent  j 
^.  That  tlie  fatal  event  is  always  longier  of  taking  place ;  and,  4*^. 
that  they  are  almost  never  followed  by  inilahimation  of  the  stomach; 
whilst  with  vinegar,  particularly  if  it  be  a  little  concentrated^  this 
is  dways  the  result" 

It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  if  the  poison  has  b^n  vo- 
mited, vinegar  and  the  vegetable  acids  possess  the  profierty 
'<  of  diminishing  the  symptoms  of  the  pdisdn,  atid  ev^n  altbge^ 
ther  overcoming  them ;" — ^a  condasion  which  M.  Orfila  has, 
also,  drawn  from  the  experiments  upon  dogs.  As  far  fts  these 
fibcperiments  go^  the  conclusions  mUst  be  admitted :  bi^t  we  would 


prefer  one  &e(,  demonstrative  of  a  similar  result  on  tlie  human 
tx)dy,  taa  hundred  experiments  upon  the  lower  animals. 

2*.  Dc  rinfusum  et  du  Decoctimi  Jc  Cafe. — From  four  ex- 

Sriments  made  ^ith  each  of  thtsc  preparations,  upon  dogs, 
.  Orfila  concludes, 

"  1^.  The  infusion  and  decoction  of  coffee  cannot  be  regarded 
as  counterpoisons  of  opium,  because  thev  do  not  possess  the  power 
of  decomposing  it  m  the  stomach,  or  at  least  of  changing  it  into  an 
inert  substance;  2^.  That  either  preparation, . however,  when  intro- 
duced  into  the  stomach  in  combination  with  opium,  does  not,  like 
vinegar,  increase  the  deleterious  effect  of  the  poison ;  aud,  conse^ 
quently,  there  is  no  danger  in  employing  it  in  a  case  in  ^'hich  the 
opium  has  not  been  vomited,  whilst  there  would  be  great  danger  in 
exhibiting  vinagar  under  similar  circumstances;  3®.  That  well  pre^ 
pared  infiuion  of  coffee,  taken  in  frequently-rejieated  doses,  speedily 
diminishes  the  effects  of  poisoning  by  opium,  and  may  even  idta^ 
gether  overcome  them."  ,    ' 

The  infusion  employecl  in  our  anthor^s  exp^iments  was 
prepared  by  pouring  from  eighteen  to  twenty  ounces  of  boiling 
water  upon  from  seven  to  ei^t  ounces  of  good  coffee  reduced 
to  a  fine  powder.  No  formula,  is  given  for  preparing  .the  de«> 
coction. 

.3*,  Du  Chlore  dusous  dans  Veau  ( Acirfe  Muriatique  OxiginB 
Uquide).^-^^l,  Orfila  observes,  tha;t  adniittinj;;  the  truth  of  the 
assertion  that  chlorine  diminislies  the  poisonous  action  of  opium, 
it  could  only  result  from  the  facility  witli  which  that  substance 
decomposes  certain  animal  and  vegetable  bodies,  by  attracting 
their  hydrogen :  dnd  hence  it  might,  by  such  a  decomposition 
of  the  opium,  produce  a  substance  incapable  6f  exertmg  any 
hurtful  uifluenoe  on  the  animal  oeconomy.  With  the  view, 
therefore,  of  determining  this  important  fact,  he  instituted  se» 
veral  experiments  upon  dom,  from  the  results  of  which  he  in- 
fers, that  chlorine,  in  such  a  state  of  concentration  as  would 
enable  it  to  decompose  opium  in  tiie  stomach,  may  itself  be  re* 
garded  as  an  acrid  poison ;  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  employecl 
as  an  antidote  of  that  poison ;  and  that,  in  its  diluted  state,  it 
does  not  prevent  the  deleterious  symptoms  from  taking  place. 
When  the  opium  has  been  rejected  by  vomiting,  the  operation^ 
of  chlorine  is  similar  to  that  of  vinegar ;  but  it  possesses  no  par« 
ticular  advantages  over  that  vegetable  acid. 

4p,  Du  CampAore.— Although  several  writers  have  regarded 
camphor  as  a  counter-poison  of  opium,  yet,  the  experiipents  of 
M.  Orfila  enable  him  to  state,  that  it  neither  decomposes  the 
opium,  nor.  retards  its  action  as  a  poison^  and  therefore  cannc^ 
tie  figarded  as  an  antidote^ 

VOL.  v.— lyp.  28.  3  G 
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6^.  De  FEau  ei  da  PgiMoiM  MucikgifMU$u.^^TiiA  attention 
of  our  author  was  particularly  directea  to  the  exiftninatioii  of 
the  effects  of  these  substances,  from  an  assertion  of  M.  PortSi 
an  Italian  physician,  ^*  that  by  means  of  cold  tir&ter  adminis- 
tered as  driuK,  and  in  the  form  of  glyster,  and  applied  exter* 
nsdly  to  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,^  he  cured  a  lady  vho 
had  been  poisoned  by  accidentally  taking  a  decoction  of  tliree 
ounces  of  o^num*  Ilis  experiments  upon  dogs  rendered  it  evi« 
dent  that^    . 

"  1®.  Th^  beneficial  effects  of  acidulated  beverapres  do  not  dN 
|iend  on  the  water  they  contain ;  2^  That  this  liquid  taken  into  die 
stomach  with  opium  feicilitales  its  absorption  by  dissolving  it,  and 
consequently  that  it  ought  not  to  be  freely  taken  by  persons  poi* 
jBoned  with  that  substance." 

In  a  note  upon  this  passage,  our  author  observes,  that  it  is 
still  more  dangerous  to  employ  water  acidulated  by  vinegar,  in* 
asmuch  as  this  mixture  is  a  better  solvent  of  opium  than  pure 
water,  and  consequently  t(Q  puich  t|ie  more  promotes  its  ab- 
sorption. 

6^  J%  la  Soignie.'^Tis9ot  vfBB  of  c^nion  that  persons 
poison^  by  opium  shouU  be  treated  as  if  labooripg  under 
9anguineoas^qpc^lexy ;  and  mainy  practitioners  having  rteguirked^ 
iliat  opium  9Ct$  v|tp  less  energy,  when  fidministercd  to  those 
who  have  }ost  a  gre^t  (|uaDtity  of  blood,  M.  Orfila  was  induced 
to  proy#  the  (ruUx  of  thpse  oba^irvatioos  by  experiments^  which 
enabled  him  to  deduce  the  followipg  concfusjons : 

*'  l^.  That  bloodletting  dees  not  aggravate  the  symptoms  of 
poisoning  by  opium,  nor  accelerates  the  utal  evant ;  2^.  That  it  ap- 
pears to  be  useful  in  some  circumstancesj  and  has  even  appeared  to 
nave  saved  some  animals  who  might  otherwise  have  penuied ;  3^ 
That  it  ought  to  be  resorted  to  in  the  cases  of  robust  and  plethoric 
individuals  submitted  to  the  influence  of  opium ;  4^  That  it  is  pre* 
ferable  to  open  the  jugular  rather  than  any  other  vein." 

Having  finislied  the  examination  of  these  supposed  counter* 
pcHsons,  M.  Orfila  next  proceeds  to  point  out  the  plan  which  a 
practitioner  ought  to  pursue,  when  called  to  a  case  of  pcnsoning 
by  opium.  In  the  first  place,  tlie  stomach  should  be  evacuatd 
by  means  either  of  tartar  emetic,  suIphAite  p{^T\C9  or  sulphate 
oj*  copper,  in  sufficient  but  not  too  sij^g  doses ;  and,  adds  our 
author, 

"  If  these  means  be  insufficient  for  inducinff  vomitings  and  the  ftct 
of  the  patient  having  taken  a  very  strong  dose  of  obfum  be  accu^ 
rateljr  ascertained^,  two  gxipns  of  tartar  emetic  dissolved  in  two  osncei^ 
of  water  may  be  injeeted  into  the  veins:'' 

a  practice  which.  However  plausible  it  may  appear  in  t^cotyy 
we  certainly  wo^ld  not  ^aatuy  adopt.    The  emetic  siAtetthc^ 
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almuU  not  bt  diflK^iffd  in  A  gimt  i}uaiitity  o^ 
mioh  duiHfld  witli  much  muriWinous  or  acid»  or  even  aqueous 
ftiicb.  JiltBT  tbe  expnlfioa  of  me  poisonouB  subfttanoe>  Uood 
rfiouUl  bgdbavn  from  die  jugukr  vein,  and  rqieated  aooordin^ 
tDtheten^enment  of  the  patient;  and,  afterwards,  water  acu 
duUtri  with  Tih^at,  lemon-juioe,  tartaric  add,  and  a  vinmg 
hot  liifufwon  of  coffee  allcniately  adminiatered.  These  fliiicu 
should  liegiiren  in  small  doses,  and  repeated  every  ten  minutes, 
lajeotiana  widi  caunphor  Aauld  also  be  eidiiUled,  the  bed  of 
the  patient  wanmd,  and  the  arms  and  \egi  briskly  rubbed : 
but  if  it  be  su{qxised  that  the  opium  have  passed  into  the  ^reat 
intestiBes,  recourse  should  be  had  to  purgative  ^ysUra 

As  the  gceater  numbnr  of  M.  Orfila^s  resulta  have  beat 
drawn  from'experpients  on  dofi^  he  thinks  it  necessary  to  state 
it  as  his  ojnaion,  that  the  differanee  between  the  economy  of 
these  animab  and  that  of  men  is  much  less  than  has  been  ge-^ 
Berally  supposed ;  and  adds, 

^  qite  cette  difference  eei  nvttepar  rapport  d  la  nature  dee  symptdmes 
one  lee  poieons  devdoppent,  et  d  ia  nmmire  doni  He  thhent  Hte  com^ 

la  tnaiamk  am  mime defr^,  dam  tu^mence  dk  morai,  el  dans  la'^^ 
relative  dee  ammaMx,  etreoneimmee  qfd  ne  pemeeni  iwfhter  que  Mr 
tensilS  des  sgmpl&vnee  eiekrla  durde  de  la  maladie."'^  S^« 

Gases  of  poisoning  bv  henbane  and  the  other  vegetable  nar* 
ootifis,  veouire  the  same  Kind  of  treatment  as  those  t^  opium? 
but  this  aoes  not  apply  topnustc  aeid  {  the  most  powerral  te^ 
medies  for  wUoh  are  oil  (H  turpentine,  and  other  stimulants 
oqiaUe  of  rousing  the  sensibility  and  oontlactili)^  of  the  sys* 
tenv;  but  these  rfx>uld  not  be  administered  until  after  di9 
poison  has  been  evacuatad  by  a  powerful  emetic.  ^ 

C  To  be  continued,  J 


PART  III 
SEtECTIONS. 


I.«— iSSosie  Obeerpatiqnt  on  the  BUI  of  the  Toucan.    By  TnOi* 
Kju  Stswabt  TftAiL,  M.D. 

**  All  sjrftematic  authors  have  described  the  bill  of  the 
Bamphastos  9Z  hollow.    The  Linnsran  character  even 
^  **  JSoetntm  maxmum  inam^  ^c. ;  food  Buffon  has  eio> 
enlarged  oq  th^  supposed  eirror,  or  Qver^ght  of  Nature^ 
"  ir  so  tmsfl  a  Wa  with  a  bill  so  monstrous  and  use* 

9a« 
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lesfe. .  Mjr  friend  Charles  WateirtoO)  Esq.  mha  haS'  lately  re- 
tunie<|  ntxn  the  interior  c^  Guyana,,  bad  ^ibBerved,  tfaat)irfi«i 
a  portion  of  the  bill  of  a  fou^aii  iashot.aimy,  tfaemiiainder 
l^leeds  profusely ;  and  on  immerahi^  diebill  of  a  reoamly  idUed* 
bird  in  hot  water,  he  was  enabled/  to  detach  firom  the  exterior 
oorering  of  th^  bill  a  jhomy  substance,  which  filled  its  whole 
cavitijr,  con»sting  of'  a  delicate  jieUwork  of  bony  matter  in  the 
intenoiv  surroanded  by  thin  plates  of  tlie  same  raateriaL    On 
these  bony  partitions  a  fpreai  number  of  blood-ressela  aia  dis- 
tinctly nunified  in  ^tlid  Ihriag  Aiimal.    The  gentleraan^fiunmrsd 
sie  with,  a  specimen  thus  prepared ;  in  carefully .  escamining 
which,  I  fimnd  tluit  the  nostrils  conducted  to  the  mtemal  cdk 
of  the  suibstanee  witliin  tlie  up{)er.  mandible.    From  this  ob- 
servation, and  the  gceatvasculiffity  of  the  part,  I  concluded 
that  the  bill  is.  nol  an*  uariess  ihcumbranoe,  as  Buffbn  rssUy 
eoyijectaied.;  but  diat  it  is  an  admirable  oootrivimce  of  Nature 
to  mcrease  tlie  delicacy  of  the  orga^  of  smell,  in  a  qpecies  whose 
residence  and  habits  r^uire  great  nicety  in  that  sense.    As 
the  imimal  is  incapable  of  either  tearit^  or  bruising  its  food,  it 
necessarily  must  teed  on  small  substances.    I^s.alimeot  t^  said 
ehieflj  to  consist  of  small  fruits  or  seeds;  and  tat  readily  at- 
taining  these  in  the  wiMs  of  almost  impenetrable  forests,  an 
acute  organ  of  smell  is  no  doubt  requisite.     Instead,  then,  of 
regarding  the  bill  of  the  Toucan  as  an  useless  load,  I  am 
disposed  to  consider  it  aihan  instance  of  that  wisdom  and  con- 
trivshoe  wbifh  attentive,  observation  every  where  disoovecs  in 
the  works  of  Nature.''*T«/Va«fOffton«  of  tke  iJmiaan  Sodeijf^  of 
I/mdoHf  yoL  xii.  p.  28S. 

II.— -*5romc  Observations  on  the  Sca'Long^worm  ofBorlasCp 
Gordius  marihus  of  Montagu. ,  By  the  Rev.  Hugh  Davies, 
F.L.S. 

**  As  the  concise  definition  of  the  genus  Gordius^  in  the  Sys* 
tema  Natuntj  does  by  no  means  include  the  characters  of  this 
very  extraordinary  apimol,  I 'deem  it  necessary  to  give  the  fol- 
lowing more  comprehensive  one  of  it  under  the  other  name 
which  has  been  bestowed  on  it.  "^^ 

*^  LiNKus  longissimus.    Sowerbj/^^  Brk.  Misc.  p.  15.  ^  viii. 

"  Black  LinC'-wonn, 

'*  Corpus  lineare,  Iflevisslmumy  longissimum,  mirandura  in  mo* 
dam  exertile  et  retractile. 

"  Caput  antice  emarglnatum,  pioboscidexn  cyHndrico*clavatsm 
exserens. 

"  Qs  inferuThj  ^ineare,  longitudinale. 
•     "  OcuLi  nulli^ 

» 

**  This  is  the  Gordtus  tMrinui  of  Mr.  Monta^i  Trans. 
Linn.  Soc.  vii.  p.  72;  and  Brit.  Zooi  td.  181S,  *v.  J*jr4; 
h\ii  not  Gordius  Marinus  oi  iMxamu^. 


ObserwUioM  on  tht-iStgi  Long-^vorm  BfBorlau.      •  4tS 

'^^  1  laid  JL  perfect* specimen  of  this  \^rj  wonderful  ceeskoopt 
in  Its  own  elenoeat  in  the  largest  dish  I  have,  witli  a  design  to 
4>bserve  ils*faa&t9or  manners. 

^  It  fMurtdok  in  a  great  ndeasure  of  die  nature  of  tiie  keeht 
and  seeBMd  in  some  degree  amphibious ;  a45  it  frequenliy,  in 
{lart,  left  the  water,  and,  td  the  length  of  a  foot  or  two,  or 
«uM%,  extended  itself  along  the  edge  of  the  dish,  and  the  table 
on  which  the  ^dish  was  placed.  At  other  times,  pftrtieularlj 
in  the  day*time,  it  was  compactly  collected  together  in  a  heap^ 
«nd  perrecllr  stsU,  unless  the  dish  or  table  was  touched,  of 
^hich  it  aeemed  very  sensible.  U^is  it  indicated  by  a  vibra- 
tory  mtion  of  its  whole  masa,  and  retracting  the  head  and 
forepart,  which  were  genteraHy  somewhat  extended.  In  the 
flight  I  always  found  it  coiled  in  a  more  lax  and  diffuse  mam}^ 
CfMcering  nearfy  the  idiole  dish ;  but  onl  the  approach  ot  a  can.^ 
die  ic  seemed  affeoted^  and  inclined  to  contract  itself^  so  <riMiL 
«lth9Ugh  1  icooldiiot  see  that  it  had  eves,  I  evidently  'dtsoevned 
that  At  4ras  xm^  sensible  of  liglit.  \t  frequently  by  taomtfig 
tiissumed  «omewhat  of  a  spiral  or  8crew4ike  form;  and  OB<ote 
jnonisie  in  partieuiar  I  was  highly  gratified  in  finding  it  idmoat 
|)ecfbetly  and  dosely  spiral  -from  end  to  end  I  ^as  forcibly 
atruck  with  this  appearance,  as  it  seemed  to  suggest  to  me  the 
'solutioii  of  a  diihoulty  wliich  perplexed  me  much,  iconcermng 
^he  mannev  how  such  a  wonderfully  soft,  xlelioate,  and  rseenu 
hif^y  unmanageable  length  of  body  coaU  possibly  moi^  itself 
Irani  one  phice  to  anather. .  But  from  the  tnoment  when  I  ob- 
served this,  I  became  perfectly  at  ease  with  regard  to  that  par«- 
ticiilar,  being  convinced  tliat  this  must  be  the  state  which  the 
creature  assumes  when  disposed  to  cliange  its  station;  not^oniy 
as  tluis  it  ia^xmtracted,  with  regard  to  lengtli,  into  tlie  most 
compact  size  which  its  make  is  susceptible  of,  but  likewise  thal^ 
when  so  modified,  every  spire  or  volution,  I»y  a  distinct  impulse 
exerted  in  an  appropriate  manner,  will  assist  iu  the  act  ot  pro^ 
firessiim,  and  of  snifiing  forward  tlie  whole  of  its  amazing 
^ngtb  at  nearly  the  same  instant 

**  When  I  took  it  up  at  the  sea-side,  collecting  such  an 
immense  length  in  a  ooniused  manner  into  the  confined  space 
of  anovster-sheli,  (a  very  large  one  indeed,)  I  thought  it  had 
been  almost  impossible  to  have  unravelled  it ;  but  it  is  asto- 
nishing to  think  how  readily  it  was  disentangled,  owing  to  the 
extraordinary  profusion  of  mucus  which  Nature  has  provided 
it  with,  doubtless  for  that  purpose.    , 

^^  It  is  impossible  to  make  a  guess  at  the  length  of  it  when 
alive,  on  account  of  its  constantly  extending  and  contracting 
itself  when^  touched,  and  that  with  such  ease  as  almost  to  ex- 
ceed belief.    I  once  observed  a  part  of  the  fore  end  extended 


t0  It  length  between  two  and  three  feet,  alon^  the  mar^n  of 
tb9  dt9b  and  the  table,  which  part»  on  the  animd  b^ng  dis^ 
turbedy  was  in  k  short  time  oontracted^  so  as  not  to  exceed  so 
msBy  inches ;  and  as  I  assert  that,  when  it  was  thus  extended, 
m  was  full  three  times  the  siae  in  diameter  which  I  had  seen  it 
of  on  some  other  occasion^  I  may  well  say  that  it  is  ca|)able  of 
extending  itself,  or  of  being  extended,  without  any  inconve* 
wenee,  to  twenty-five  or  thirty  times,  the  length  that  it  is  of  at 
another  timer 

^^  It  varies  very  considerably  in  colour  as  it  contracts  or 
aactends  itself,  which  is  from  a  dusky  to  a  reddish^bcown ;  but 
It  baa,  when  placed  in  a  strong  light,  especially  in  suMhine^ 
a  gloss  of  a  fine  rich  purple  alTover ;  when  most  contraeted,  it 
iippears  nearly  black. 

>^.  Having  thus  attended  to  this  remarkable  animal  fora 
fi>rtni{^t,  giving  it  daily  a  fresh  supply  of  sea-water,  I  put  it 
into  a  bottle,  which,  by  the  bjre,  though  the  bottle  waa  wide^ 
aaottihed,  I.  effected  with  no.httle  troume^  owin^  to  its  fadh^ 
sif  eeumdmg  and  irontractiog  itself,  and  Ukewise  its  being  sa 
sbppery  from  the  quantity  .c£  mucus  with  which  it  abounda 
Vfh&x^  however,  this  was  done,  I  poured  on  it  some  spirits; 
it  was  oonvulsed,  and  greatly  contracted. with  r^ard  to  lengtl^ 
and  consequ/ently  much  enlarged  in  thickAess,  tnouc^  n^Uier 
nearly  «to  that  degree,  which  i  had  often  observed  when  it  w$b^ 
alive ;  and  in  an  instant,,  to  my  great  surprise,  it  paojected, 
fi'om  the  emarginate  part  of  the  uont,  a  proboseis  which  was 
eight  inches  iu  length.  It  is  very  strange,  that  during  tbf 
•pace  of  time  above  stated,  and  the  yarioos  treatment  winck 
tnexwature  had  experienced,  as  well  as  the  different  attitudes 
jmd  states  1  had  seen  it  in,  it  never  in  the  least  exhibited  thii 
part  of  itself  till  in  its  dying  oonvidsioD. 

^f  It  being*  as  I  have  bdbre  observed,  imposdUe  while  the 
animal  was  alive  to  make  any  seaaonable  conjecture  as  to  the 
length  and  breadth  of  it»  I  took  it  out  of  the  bottle,  .and,  on 
measuring  it,  found  it  full  tusHXnd'twentyfiet  long,  exdusiva 
of  the  proboscis. 

^  Now,  after  the  various  and  repeated  observations  which 
1  have  made,  I  give  it  as  my  firm  opinion,  th&t  I  speak  within 
bounds  when  I  say  the  animal,  when  alive,  might  have  been 
extended  to  four  times,  at  least,  its  length  wheii  dead.-  I  ther&' 
fore  look  on  what  Mr.  Sowerby  gives,  on  the  authority  of  the 
fishermen  at  Newhaven,  to  be  by  no  meana  improbable,  viz. 
that  this  most  astonishing  creature  may  have  been  known  to  be 
susceptible  of  being  drawn  to  the  lengm  of  twdve  fathoms ;  or, 
according  to  the  account  of  the  fishermen  on  the  coast  of  D^ 
Vfttshire,  to  Mr.  Montagu,  to  thirty  yard*  or Jt/UcnfathomM.  In^ 
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deed  IVIr.  Montagues  6wn  account,  (^one  of  the  length  of  eight 
fitt  when  alive^  being  reduced  to  one  foot  when  immersed  in 
spirits,  does  more  than  suppldrt  niy  opinion. 

**  This  subject  and  another  specimen  were  found  beneath 
the  Green,  near  Beaumares,  at  the  time  of  spring-tides,  in  the 
month  of  March  1812."— /iiA  p.  292. 


^■f  ^  •y  ^  _^ 

^  ^djuitnunt  of  the  Eyes  td  near  Distanxa,    By  SiA  Evebaks 


III.— Oit  the  Effects  of  et  Paralytic  Stroke  upon  the  Power* 
idjuitnunt  of  the  Eyes  td  near  F'  ~    ~      — 

Home,  Bart.  V.P.R.&M.R.I.  Sec 

^  TiCEEE  are  no  facts  upon,  record  which  I  am  acquainted 
with  that  relate  to  the  effects  of  injuries  to  the  brain  on  thi! 
powers  of  adjustment  of  the  eye.  I  have,  therefore,  brought 
forward  the  Ibilowing  with  a  view  to  draw  the  attention  of  phj* 
flioloffists  to  this  inquiry ;  and  the  numerous  cases  o[  psffiuytie 
Sections  which  occur  afford  ample  opportunity  of  making  ob<» 
aervations  on  this  subject. 

^  A  gentleman  had  an  apoplectic  fit  in  the  fifty-third  year  of 
ills  age.  He  remained  iti  a  comatose  state  for  four  days*  In  three 
veekS'he  could  distinguish  his  attendants  so  as  to  know  th^m. 
He  was  completely  paralytic  on  the  ri^ht  side,  the  eye^lids  of 
the  right  py6  closed^  the  right  comer  of  the  mouth  drawn  up.- 
He  lost  bis  speech,  and  did  notice  with  the  left  eye,  although 
its  appearanei^  was  natural.  His  hearing  and  taste  good.  In 
three  months  be  was  able  to  wiJk  for  two  hours  without  rest* 
lag.  His  face  imi  recovered  its  natural  appearance,  except 
Ihat  the  upper  4eye»lld  of  the  right  eye  was  not  ftilly  opeo. 
Near  objects  wera  indistinet,  and  he  was  unable  to  i*ead ;  bnt 
m  ]9in  upon  the  carpet  at  the  distance  of  tan  feet  he  saw,  and 
.  pointed  to  it  tor  some  time  before  any  of  his  attendants  could 
iojstiiiguish  it,  although  they  wanted  one  for  his  use.  This  led 
Inm  Id  iaquire  of  his  surgeon,  Mr,  Cave,  who  is  a  pupil  of 
attae,  the  reason  of  his  not  bong  able  to  read  the  newspaper^ 
when  he  saw  so  saoail  an  object  as  a  pin  at  that  distance.  MCi 
Cave  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  me ;  I  stated  that  this 
patient  had  lost  the  power  of  adjusting  his  eyes  to  near 
tanoes,  and  begged  of  him  to  try  whether  this  was  the 
with  one  or  both  eyes. 

**  Experiments  of  this  kind  %Tre  made  on  each  eye  sepa^ 
rately,  piacing  the  newspaper  before  one,  and  binding  up  the 
odier ;  the  papef  was  brought  close,  then  further  off;  but  the 
outlines  of  the  print  were  indistinct  whichever  eye  wgs  em? 
^jed^^^^aumal  of  Science  and  the  Atts^  No.  I.  p:  96. 
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PKACTXCE   OF   MEDtCIKB. 

I-r— Omkrtations  upon  the  efidac^  of  the  Vapour-Batli 
in  cases  of  Dropgy,  by  Dr.  Weber,  of*  Pirmasens. 

**  In  the  first  years  of 'his  practidi,  Dr.  Weber  experienced 
great  difficulties  in  combating  dropsy.  He  lost  lour  o(*  his  pi^ 
'  tieiitSy  notwithstanding  his  having  treated  them  according  tp 
every  rule  of  the  art.  In  the  treatment  of  a  fifUi  valient  he 
ioceecded  by  using  the  vapour  bath ;  which  producea,  not  only 
in  tbi»  case,  but  also  in  three  succeeding  coses,  the  most  bene- 
Cdal  effects,  llie  description  of  those  cases.  Dr.  Weber  tliiuks, 
will  put  the  eiBeacy  of  this  remedy  in  its  projper  light. 

CikSE  I. 

,**  A.  B.  a  youth  1^  years  of  age  (who,  except  having  the 
usual  diseases  of  infancy,  liad  never  been  attacked  by  any  sick- 
ness^ after  a  powerful  exertion  in  the  fali^ing  labours  of  the 
field  during  the  preceding  summer,  complained,  in  the  autumn 
of  1804,  of  an  uncommon  neaviness  and  lassitude  in  all  his- limbs, 
and  entire  want  of  appetite;  which  at  length  obliged  him  td 
ktep  ki&  bed.  A  sutgeon  of  the  place  treated  h«i  after  the 
emetico-Iaxative  method ;  under  whidi,  however,  the  patient 
became  worse ;  and  on  the  fourteenth  day  after  the  first  visit, 
drop&y  developed  itself.  Under  these  cinnimitanees  my  assbt- 
aticc  was  requested, 

^  I  found  the  abdomen,  the  face,,  avrf  the  ftet,  swelled,  al** 
thoHgh  not  to  a  very  high  degree ;  the  pulse  full,  but  scarcely 
accelerated;  the  tongue  clean ;  and  the  oreathing  regular.  Tbi 
patient  complained  of  want  of  appetite  and  sleep,  and  of  great 
liebility.  As  the  evacuations  from  the  laxatives  had  cc^scd^ 
and  the  urine  was  vended  very  scantily,  I  preacribed.  the  fair 
lowing  r 

B.  Sach.  alb.  gi. 

Sails  Tartan  ^ 

CorL  Cinn*  apt.  gr.  iv. 

Had.  SciUse  Iieniter  sice.  gr.  iv.F--M.  dentar  d^se^ 
tales  xviij.  S%.    One  powder  to  be  given  every  three  hours. 

His  diet  was  ordered  to  be  stong  broth  find  beer«80U|^  with 
the  ^olk  of  eggs;  his  beverage  wine,  alternately  witli  the  foP 
lowmg  tea : 

K.  Hb.  Mcnthe  pip.  Hb.  Melisscp^ 
Hb.  Chieref.  Hb.  PetfoL  aa  ^ 
Semiman  Fcnikuli  31}.  contunde  shnvl.  ut.  ft.  spe* 
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des ;  Sig.  A  heaped  table-spoonfiil  to  be  infused  with  three  pints  ojt 
water;  and  the  whole  taken  in  tea-cupfuls^  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

A  seeming  amendment  took  place  in  a  few  days;  the  appetite 
and  sleep  were  improved ;  the  urine  passed  in  larger  quantities ; 
and  the  swelling  of  the  face  and  feet  decreased.  1  repeated  the 
powders,  and  ordered  the  tonic  regimen  to  be  continued.* 

"  On  the  tenth  day  after  my  first  visit,  from  causes  which  I 
have  never  been  able  to  discover,  the  swelling  of  the  abdomen 
and  the  feet  again  considerablv  increased ;  ana  that  of  the  face 
lo  such  a  degree,  that  the  pat^ient  could  scarcely  open  his  eyes. 
I  therefore  added  bark  and  digitalis  purpura  to  tne  above  re- 
medies, and  ordered  the  abdomen  and  soles  of  the  feet  to  be 
rubbed  with  the  following 

R  Spiritus  Vini  Camph.  5  fi 
TincturseOp.  Eckard, 
Tincturse  Cantharid,  a  a  Jij*     M. 

'The  swelling  of  the  abdomen  and  feet  nevertheless  increased ;  and 
the  abdomen,  the  lower  extremities,  the  scrotum,  and  penis,  were 
soon  filled  with  water,  th^  breast  only  remaining  tree.  The 
pulse  was  pretty  regular.  The  patient  felt  neitner  heat  nor 
•thirst,  voided  but  litUe  urine,  and  commonly  had  a  stopl  every 
two  days.  Under  these  circumstances,  as  the  patient  had 
laboured  under  the  dropsy  for  already  more  than  two  months^ 
and  the  tonic  and  diuretic  remedies  had  produced  no  effect, 
except  in  the  first  days  of  the  disease,  I  proposed  tapping 
the  abdomen;  but  the  patient  declared  he  would  submit  to 
every  other  method,  but  not  to  such  an  operation. 

^'  Unon  filature  consideration  of  the  case,  I  suggested  tibe 
trying  oi  the  vapour  4)ath.  For  this  purpose  a  sufficient  (]uan«> 
tity  of  boiling  water  was  poured  into  a  large  tub,  into  which 
fieven  or  nbe  handfuls  of  ants,  with  the  sand  and  other  par- 
ticles in  the  state  they  were  taken  from  the  field,  were  thrown ; 
and  the  patient,  covered  with  sheets,  placed  on  a  stool  ever  the 
■teaming  fluid,  so  that  his  whole  body,  the  head  only  excepted, 
was  exposed  to  the  hot  vapour.  The  process  was  continued  for.  a 

auarter  of  an  hour,  when  the  water  ran  down  in  streams  iix)m 
le  body.  The  patient  was  then  wiped  dry,  put  to  bed,  and  a 
cup  of  elder  tea,  with  some  drachms  of  spir.  mindereri  were 
eiven  him,  *by  which  means  an  equal  sweatwg  over  the  whole 
ood^  was  procured.  The  following  prescripdou  was  else 
administerea: 

R  Rad.  Sdllft  leniter  Sice. 
Camph.  a  a  2j* 
Aloes  Succotr.  3s8. 
Opii  Piiriss.  gr.  ij. 
Bak.  Peruv.  q,  a.  ut  fiant  PH.  ^vL 

From  three  to  five  pills  to  be  taken  every  thr#e  hours* 
Toi.  v.— KO.  29.  Sk 
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^^  The  vapour  bathing  was  repeated  every  evemnfr  Afier 
the  fourth  bath,  the  swelling  in  aD  parts  of  the  bodyiiad  very 
considerably  subsided  ;  the  face,  scrotum,  and  perns  were  en- 
tirely free,  and  the  abdomen  and  lower  extremities  about  halF 
diminished.  The  urine  was  voided  more  copiously,  and  he 
had  commonly  two  soft  stools  every  day.  The  bath  having 
been  continued  for  seven,  days  successively,  it  was  now  omitted 
every  third  day.  The  swelling  daily  disappeared,  and  after 
three  weeks,  reckoning  from  the  first  baih,  the  patient  was 
completely  cured.  I  mushed,  by  prescribing  steel  and  hitter 
remedies,  and  the  patient  to  this  day  enjoys  a  vigorous  state  of 
health."" 

Case  II. 

*^  C.  P.  a  peasant's  wife,  was  the  mother  of  six  children, 
and,  except  an  obstinate  intermittent  from  which  she  had  suf- 
fered several  months  in  her  younger  years,  had  never  been 
attacked  by  any  serious  sickness.  Her  menses  ceased  in  her 
forty-seventh  year,  which  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  Spring 
1805,  when  she  was  seized  with  dropsy  of  the  abdomen.  Hav- 
ing laboured  under  tlus  complaint  ten  weeks,  and  taken  every 
thmg  administered  by  all  the  quacks  and  mountebanks  travel- 
ling the  country ;    she  at  last  applied  to  me  for  advice. 

"  I  found  the  whole  abdomen,  and  the  legs  up  to  the  knees, 
filled  with  water.  She  had  no  fever,  her  pulse  was  very  sBiall 
and  weak ;  she  had  a  dislike  to  food,  ana  her  stools  were  not 
jrequent  but  watery.    I  prescribed  the  following, 

R  Pulv.  Rad.  Scillae.     Pnlv.  Aloes  Succot.  a  ji  3j. 
Terebint.  Venet.    Ext.  Gent.  Rubr.  a  a  3iij. 
Extr.  Hyoscyara.  3j. — M*     Ft  Pil.  gr.  ij.  Consp*  Pul^; 
binn. 

Sig,    From  five  to  eight  pills  to  be  taken  ever}'  three  hours. 

R  Hb.  Menth.  Pip. 

Hb.  Salvia?.     Summit.  MUlessae. 

Rad.  Caryoph.  a  a  5  fl— M.  F.   species. 

Sig.  A  heaped  table  spoonful  to  be  infused  in  three  piuts  of  boiling 
water^  and  a  tcarcupful  taken  after  every  dose  of  the  pills. 

"  Her  re^men  was  ordered  to  consist  of  broth,  rice,  Scotch 
barley,  yolks  of  eggs,  wine,  and  acorn  cofiee.  The  P*^*"J 
having  taken  about  one-half  of  the  above. medicines,  combined 
with  the  regimen  just  mentioned,  her  stools  acquired  more  con- 
sistency,  the  urine  flowed  morie  Copiously ;  and  in  the  course  of 
five  weeks,  during  which  time  the  pills  were  repeated,  she  was 
convalescent,  when  I  completed  the  cure  by  bitter  remedies, 

**  About  seven  weeks  afterwards,  however,  having  too  soon, 
and  contrary'  to  my  advice,  left  off  the  corroborating  regimen^ 
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and  returned  to  her  accustomed  rustic  fare,  she  experienced  a 
relapse.  I  directly  had  recourse  again  to  my  former  remedies, 
the  pills  and  aromatic  herb  tea,  but  they  did  not  produce  the 
same  good  effect.  I  therefore  prescribed  the  vapour  bath  of 
ants,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  first  case,  and  wnich  I  would 
have  had  recourse  todirecdy,if  I  had  not  partly  intended  to  keep 
it  in  reserve  as  a  very  powerful  remedy,  resolving  pur^sely  to 
make  another  trial  with  the  other  diuretic  medicines.  Intemally 
I  ordered  the  former  pills,  the  aromatic  herb  tea,  and  the  tinc- 
tura  digitalis  aetherea,  {Pharm.  Boruss,)  of  which  from  25  to  40 
drops  were  taken  three  times  a  day  in  wine.  ' 

<<  The  bathing  soon  producea  profused  sweats,  copious  dis- 
char^  of  urine ;  the  swelling  of  the  abdomen  and  lower  ex- 
tremities subsided ;  and  after  the  11th  bath,  a  complete  cure 
was  established.  I  continued,  however,  the  use  of  the  herb  tea 
for  some  time  longer,  and  finished  with  the  follo\^ing  powder : 

&  .  Xamat  Mart,  puriss.  ^{^, 
Sach.  alb.  Jjfl. 
Rad.  Cal.  arom.  3vj. 
Cort  Cinn.  3j. — M. 
A  tea-spoonful  to  be  taken  mornings  nooii^  and  night* 

Case  III. 

<^  C.  R.  a  strong  lively  girl,  four  years  of  age,  had  been  vac- 
cinated in  her  second  year ;  but  in  December  1805  she  was 
seized  with  the  scarlatina,  which  in  that  year  had  become  epi- 
demical in  Pirmasens.  The  disorder  disappeared  in  the  course 
of  nine  days ;  and  the  little  patient  reoovcrea  her  appetite,  slept 
quietly,  and  grew  more  lively  every  day. 

**  On  the  seventh  day,  however,  after  her  recovery,  having 
caught  cold,  she  was  seized  with  a  dry  cough,  attended  with 
heat  and  tliirst.  To  combat  this  attaoK  of  catarrh,  I  prescribed 
the  following  ► 

R    Aqufl^Foenic.  |fl. 
Syr.  Sene^. 

Oxym.  Scdls.  aa  ^j. — M. 
Two  tea-spoonsful  to  be  taken  every  hour  and  a  half. 

The  beverage  consisted  of  barley  gruel,  and  an  infusion  of 
althaea  and  liquorice  root. 

'*  The  violence  of  the  cough  abated,  and  a  phlegm-like  ex- 
pectoration succeeded.  In  five  days  the  feet,  abdomen,  and 
lace  began  to  swell,  when  I  prescribed  the  following 

I^     Petrosel,  1}. 

Terebint.  Venet.  s.  q.  vit  ovL  SoL  3 jx. 
Scill«e,  3j. 

Oxym.  ejusdeni,  3>^. — Nf. 
AtMi^wfioatiflAf  and  graduallv  more,  to  be  taken  every  hour  and  k 
hal^  alternately  with  the  still  remaining  medicine. 

Sh3 
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^*  The  cough  was  soon  nearl^^  entirely  gone,  and  only  oc- 
curred now  and  then,  with  an  inconsiderable  expectoration : 
on  the  other  hand,  the  fever  attendinjg  the  cough  at  the  begin- 
ning, and  the  swelling,  were  daily  increasing.  On  Qie  seventh 
day  she  was  much  worse,  when  I  resolved  upon  applying  the 
y^pour  bath :  but,  instead  of  the  ants,  I  substituted  the  foU 
lowing  ingredients: 

R     Hb.  Absinth.  Hb.  Origan  vulg.  aa  ^{V 

Flor.  Chameem.  jvj.  —  M.  Ft.  species.  Dentur 
dodes  tales  No.  vj. ;  which  quantity  was  each  time  Uirown  into  the 
boiling  water^  and  the  patient  exposed  to  the  vapour  of  it  for  fifteen 
minutes. 

I  also  ordered  the  following 

I^    Baccar.  Juniperi,  Jj. 

Terebinth.  Venet  s.  q.  vit  ovL  Sol,  9j. 
TinctursB  Digit.  iEther  (Pharm  Boruss.)  Sij. 
Gxym.  Scillae  3vj. — M. 
A  large  tear-spoonful  to  be  taken  every  hour  tod  a  hal£ 

Broth,  barley-gruel,  and  wine  and  water,  constituted  the  diet 
regimen. 

*^  After  the  third  bath  the  cpndition  of  the  patient  in  gene- 
ral was  sensibly  improved,  the  swelling  had  considerably  sub- 
sided, the  fever  very  much  abated,  tnc  urine  more  copiously 
▼oided,  and  a  general  sweating  induced.  The  patient  «>mmon- 
ly  had  a  soft  stool  twice  a  day.  I  now  changea  the  medicine  in 
the  following  manner : 

R     Aquae  Cinn.  s.  v.  Jj. 

Terebinth.  Venet.  s.  q.  vit.  ovi.  Sol.  gr.  xv. 

Tincturae  Digit  3f^« 

Syr.  Seneg.  §0. — M.  d.  S. 
A  tea-spoonful  to  be  taken  every  two  hours. 

After  the  eighth  bath  the  dropsy  bad  entirely  disappeared. 
The  patient  Uien  took, 

ft     Decocti.  Cort  Peniv.  fjij- 

Aquae  Cinn.  s. 

Syr.  Menth.  aa  3vj.— M,     » 
Two  teaspoonsful  every  two  or  three  hours. 

In  about  three  weeks  she  was  completely  restored,  and  remidns 
well. 

Case  IV. 

<*  S.  E.  a  girl  fifteen  years  of  age,  of  a  weak  constitution, 
was  seized  with  the  scarlatina  in  January  1806,  to  such  a  de- 
gree as  I  never  before  observed  in  any  patient  whatever.  Her 
whole  body  was  as  red  as  a  boiled  lobster.  She  was  in  imminent 
danger  t  but  I  succeeded^  notwithstanding^  in  curing  her  of 
this  diaorder  in  about  a  fortnight    On  the  ten&  day  after  heiP 
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simiiBT  !£•  tiie^  itpgr  listar  cteaoribea. 

casttiL  fltwsTKVB  «f  ^  die 

n  lite ;f  A^'jgig^  afsiif  ii'iii  iMiH   pmesm^ 

<£  iiie  varKiur  an.  u,  «  ait:»  jb  varacsis:    I  sbf 

^  Dr.  W^ier  ^jsrwsr^  ha^  at  <aec»p  of  ibe  orafigf 

i£  ilie  vTTUKr  hok  Xsmei  out  OBSucxiea^ 
fiiL  The  ?ul;>eci  dL  k  ^ks^  a  c-r.  ./caeifaaKB  nueihs^  of  a  vaerT 
vedk  cmao jujsu  v^h?  1>t  Cifr  t^  iiiixse  )nd  been  iaSMfted  icitV 
the  itefa,  cod  tiiLr  c^i^^zt  l£i:st  belr:|:  cxaaBm^caled  so  the  wMt 
fimiilT,  the  chijd  Iibcxiirai  udoct  h  for  jdbcnY  tbnee  aiQiilh& 
Some  time  afkr  hs  Tier-ray  fr:  s  iLe  iidC  the  duid  v»s  seised 
with  drop^,  and  dkd.* 

IL — Ik  a  paper  gs  Choleka  MosBr%  lejul  at  the  S^ 
dele  de  Medecme  de  Paris,  by  \L  GMfremxy  of  Tonnerf!,  the 
fiL/lio^iDg  is  described  as  a  reiDed y  \i  rerv  great  efficacy  ia  that 
disease: 

R-  Irr*L-I  nomni  Papsreris  cmuU 

Aqiup  fliKTim  auniiitii,  ^, 

Ipecaciunhs',  gr.  xviij. 

Etheris  Salphuridy  Mix. — M.  To  be  takea 

in  dose?  of  a  taMe-spoonfu]  repeated  every  half  hour,  drinking  fVetly 
afker  each  dose  any  demulcent  fluid  aciduUted  with  s\Tup  of  vinegar. 

M.  Gallereux  states,  that  his  father,  who  is  the  inventor  of 
the  above  formula,  hanng  been  struck  with  the  futility  of  the 
method  hitherto  commoi)  in  France,  of  treating  Cholera  J/ot'AMf 
with  simple  dihients  only,  so  as  to  dilute  tlie  bile  by  tlieir  quan- 
tity, and  thus  render  it  less  acrid,  conceived  the  idea  of  com* 
bining  the  operation  of  evacuants  with  narcotics,  with  the  view 
of  allaying  the  inverted  actioti  of  the  stomach,  and  the  inrrcaned 
peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines ;  at  the  same  time  that  both 
are  freed  from  the  acrid  bile  which  loads  them.  In  this  ho 
completely  succeeded;  and  tlic  following  cases  are  detailed  III 
proofs  of  the  efficacy  of  his  method : 

"About  the  end  of  July  180V  Rays  M.  OaltercvK,  "my 
brother,  a  surgeon,  was  suddenly  and  violcntly^lttttckod  by 
eholera  morbus.     The  vomiting  was  olmnnt  unc(!aiin(;,  \hp 
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cEarrhcea  oopiousy  the  limbs  were  affected  with  (tramps,  aiid  die 
whole  body  at  intervals  convulsed :  the  pulse  was  small,  quick, 
and  hard;  the  extremities  were  cold ;  and  the  degree  of  anguisli 
.irfiich  he  suffered  inexpressible.  My  f^er  gave  him  the  po* 
tion  by  spoonfuls ;  and,  in  the  intervals,  some  fflassfuls  of  a 
dHnk  acidulated  with  syrup  of  gooseberries,  A&r  the  admi- 
nifitration  of  the  thifd  spoonful,  almost  all  the  unfavourable 
i^rmptoms  ceased ;  and  he  fell  into  a  tranquil  sleep.  A  good 
niglTt  succeeded ;  next  morning  he  fek  himself  quite  well ;  and 
in  ei^it  days  he  had  recovered  his  usual  robustness. 

^  A. labourer  in  a  vineyard,  named  Desjardins^  was  at- 
tacked, in  the  end  of  September,  with  cholera  morbus.  My 
Inrother,  who  was  called  to  attend  him,  eight  hours  after-  the 
commencement  of  the  disease,  administered  to  him  the  potion. 
This  patient  wa^  also  restored,  although  the  alternation  of  vo- 
miting and  purging  were  of  the  most  violent  de^ription^  hia 
pulse  scarcely  to  be  felt,  and  his  extremities  (xAA. 

*'  A  female  of  the  name  of  Pvison,  at  Chichee,  was  taken 
in  about  the  end  of  August  1B15.  Being  called  to  her  assist- 
ance, I  found  her  vomitmg  a  great  quantity  of  ffreen  bile,  with 
a  frequent  inclination  for  stools,  attended  with  the  most  violent 
colic,  and  excruciating  pains  in  the  calves  of  the  I^.  The  pulse 
was  small,  and  the  extremities  cold^  but  the  intellects  entii^ 
The  attack  Was  evidently  that  of  cholera  morbus ;  and  was  the 
second  of  J,hls  description  which  the  patient  had  suffered.  She 
took  the  mixture  in  spoonfuls  every  half  hour;  and  after  the 
third  dose  experiencea  the  greatest  relief:  the  vomitings  gra«« 
dually  ceased;  and  although  a  copious  diarrhcear  continued,| 
yet  all  the  other  symptoms  were  allayed  before  midnight.  The 
patient  slept  quietly ;  tlie  pulse  filled ;  the  cramps  disappeared  ; 
the  extremities  became  warm  ;  and  next  morning  she  demanded 
something  to  eat.  Three  tal^le-spoonfuls  of  the  syxup  of  rhu- 
barb were  administered  in  the  morning,  at  noon,  and  in  the 
evening,  for  two  days ;  with  a  drink  acidulated  with  gooseberry, 
jelly  (geUe  de  groseillesj^  after  which  she  remained  in  good 

faealtb. 

"In  the  month  of  October  181S,  a  vine-dresser,  named 
Nicole^  of  Fley,  was  suddenly  attacked  with  vomiting  when 
working  at  the  wine-press,  accompanied  with  severe  colic  and  a 
constant  desire  for  stools.  On  oeing  called  to  see  him,  and 
finding  the  disease  to  be  cholera  morbus,  T  administered  the 
potion.  The  result  was  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  cases ; 
and*I  finished  the  treatment  by  ordering  him  to  take  several  ta* 
hle-spoonfuls  of  syrup  of  rhubarb  for  a  couple  of  days. 

\^  From  tlis  result  of  these  cases,  I  strongly  recommend 
tills  mode  of  treating  cholera  morbus,  whether  in  the  cpm* 
mencement  or  the  decline  of  the  attack:  and  have  only  further 
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io  observe,  that  the  dose  of  ipecacuanha  ta^y  be  i^arted  fnoai 
six  to  eighteen  grains^  according  to  the  age  and  the  x^nstitiuioa 
of  the  patient;  but,  in  general^  it  ought  neither  to  be  moca 
nor  less,^ 

PJ^ysiOLOGY. 

III. — ^We  are  favoured,  by  Dr.  Martinez  CavalkrOf  of 
Cadiz^  with  the  following  case^  which  is  regarded  as  a  natural 
maUposition  of  the[stomach,  and  has  excited  much  attention  in 
Spain.  Dr.  C.  having  given  us  a  coloured  plate  of  the  appearances 
which  dissection  afforded,  nearly  as  large  as  the  natural  parts  ; 
aldiough  very  rudely  executed,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  present 
ear  readers  with  a  reduced  outline  of  it,  and  a  translation  of  thff 
Latin  explanation  with  which  it  was  accompanied. 

"On  the  first  of  June,  1815,  Joseph  Hidalgo,  a  cadef 
/(tirunculus)  of  the  king'^s  ship  the  Asia^  born  at  Aparicio  in 
me  kingdom  rf  Mexico,  twenty-four  years  of  age^  of  a  robust 
form  and  bilio-sanguine  temperament,  was  brought  to  the 
Boyal  Hospital  of  Cadiis,  with  a  wound  of  about  an  inch  m 
length  between  the  seventh  and  eighth  ribs,  having  been  ruB 
through  the  body  with  a  sharp  cutting  weapon  thrust  upwards^ 
and  from  left  to  right.  Some  thick,  ash-coloured,  fluid  matter 
was  oozing  from  it ;  which,  and  the  pulse  being  small,  hard« 
and  quick,  the  respiration  accelerated,  and  anxiety  present,  with 
nausea,  and  vomiting  on  deglutition,  led  the  professional  aU 
tendants  to  believe  that  the  stomach  was  injured,  although  the  * 
situation  and  direction  of  the  wound  rather  argued  against  that; 
.opinion.  The  method  of  cure,  however,  was  dirccted  by  thip 
Judication.  Blood-letting  produced  a  momentary  relief;  but^ 
|he  symptoms  again  increasmg,  he  died  during  the  night. 

<*  On  the  following  day  tne  body  was  opened  by  Dr.  Jo- 
seph Benjumeda,  Anatomist  to  the  Koyal  Hospital.  ^  It  mea« 
f^ured  rather  more  than  six  feet  two  inches  (74  pollicibus  1ob« 

S'or  erat.)  in  length,  was  robust  and  brawny.  On  opening 
le  tfaora?t  the  following  appearances  were  observed.  {See  the 
plate.)  The  left  cavity  was  considerably  larger  than  the  right: 
A,  the  trachea  divided  into  the  bioncliia*  B,  B,  passing  into  the 
}ungs;  E,  the  mediastinum  inclined  towards  the  right  side« 
whilst  the  cavity  which  was  diminished  by  the  great  bulk  and 
convexity  of  the  liver  being  pressed  up,  contained  the  auride 
and  ventricle  of  the  right  side ;  and  the  lung  C,  very  sn^all  and 
lioHowed  on  the  interior  surface.  The  lett,  D,  was  s6  amatt' 
that,  anteriorly,  it  merely  touched  the  lower  edge  of  the  thi^d 
nb)  and  posteriorly  termmated  between  the  fourth  and  fifih 
ribs.  The  hollow  of  its  base  was  greater  from  the  oonvexky  of 
the  stomach,  and  divided  obliqu^y  in  a  lingular  manner ;  it 
was  only  one  half  its  usual  density.    F,  the  heart,  situated  per*  ^ 
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pcn^cularly  behind  the  sternum,  was  not  supported  upon  the 
diaphragm,  nor  was  the  mediastinum  adhering  to  it,  but  floafitig 
abrat  half  a  fingerV  breadth  from  it,  whilst  the  heart  was  sus* 
ficnded  solely  by  the  great  vessels.  G,  G,  the  oesophagus,  its 
|)ectoral  part  seen  above  the  diaphragm,  and  its  abdominal  hid- 
den by  the  common  lobulus  of  the  liver. 

^  The  stomach,  the  most  singular  object  in  this  cxamins- 
tion,  was  divided  in  the  two  regions  :  I,  the  pectoral  porU(H), 
which  hid  the  pericardium,  and  filled  tlie  whole  left  cavity  of 
the  thorax,  was  a  membranous  sac,  krger  in  bulk,  but  of  a  py- 
lilbrm  shaj^  resembling  the  urinary  bladder.  It  was  obliquely 
situated,  and  the  fundus  bipartite,  of  which  one  part  was  con« 
tracted  in  the  abdomen ;  whilst  the  other,  the  fundus  for  ex- 
ample, remained  saciform  above  the  particular  cavity  of  the 
diaphragm^  Its  coats  were  very  thick,  besides  I)eiug  increased 
by  the  pleura^  where  it  touched  the  other  viscera,  to  which  it 
intimately  adliered.  The  muscular  fibres  were  in  a  singular 
didrection,  and  of  different  colours.  The  wound  I,  is  delineated 
between  the  two  ribs  which  are  the  seventli  and  eigbtli.  The 
abdominal  portion  L,  situated  in  the  epigastrium,  was  smaller, 
irregular,  and  resembled  a  Httle  stomach  ;  indeed,  it  exhibited 
twocuiTatures:  and  the  omentum  Q,  separated  an  inch  onhr 
from  the  cardia  H,  by  the  pylorus  K,  and  the  duodenum  X«> 
This  portion  was  thicker  and  more  rugose  than  the  pectoris. 
With  some  of  the  folds  of  the  mucous  membrane  running  to  the  r 
summit  of  it.  The  ring  as  well  as  tlie  valve  adhering  to 
the  cardiac  orifice^  impeded  the  return  of  the  food  into  tlie 
cesoph^us. 

"  K  represents  an  ovat  hole,  about  on  inch  and  a  half  in  di-^ 
ameter^  surrounded  by  a  tendonous  circle  of  tlirec  lines  bi^oad, 
which  pierced  the  diaphragm  M,  M,  M,  and  formed  the  ps^ 
sage  for  the  stomach.  That  muscle  was  more  convex  above^ 
without  the  phrenic  centre,  or  tendons,  or  aponeuirosis,  and 
fixed  by  its  common  coimexion.  O,  the  ventral  aorta;  P,  the 
fcepatic  artery^  tlie  only  one  produced  from  it  in  the  first  in- 
stance ;  Q,  the  omentum,  or  sacculus,  four  inches  long,  and 
three  broad  ;  R,  the  spleen ;  S,  S^  portions  of  the  greater  peo** 
toral  muscles  (sterno-humeralium^  Chaumer)^  T,  T,  T>  tlie 
true  or  thoracic  ribs ;  B,  B,  tiie  fidse  or  abdominoL 

^^  The  publishers  of  the  case  conclude  by  observing,  that 
many  other  circumstances  connected  with  the  structure,  aitua^ 
tion,  figure,  &c.  of  the  other  viscera,  displaying  an  aberration 
firom  the  natural  state,  are  omitted ;  as  tliey  mean  to  reserve 
these,  with  some  considerations  relative  to  the  functions  of  di- 
gestion and  respiration,  &c.  to  form  the  subject  of  a  particular 
dissertationy  after  they  shall  have  received  the  observatioi^  q( 
any  scientific  men  who  may  favour  them  with  their  opinions  \ 
which  they  solicit.** 
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IV.— The  following  dissection  of  a  case  of  Scirrkus  of  the 
PylontSy  accompanied  with  a  tuberctdated  livery  is  the  third  of 
a  series  of  cases  of  morbid  anatomy,  read  before  the  Literary 
and  Philosophical  Society  of  New  York  on  the  eighth  of  June 
1816,  by  John  W.  Francis,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Me- 
dica  in  the  University  of  tlie  State  of  New  York*.  We  con- 
ceive the  case  not  only  interesting  in  itself,  but  the  accompanying 
remarks  contain  several  important  hints  regarding  the  diagnosis 
of  the  early  stage  of  scirrnus  of  the  pylorus ;  by  the  further 
eluddation  of  wliich,  something  may  i3e  done  for  arresting  the 
progress  of  this  hitherto  most  intractable  disease. 

"  On  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  4th  of  June  1815,  I 
was  reauested,  in  connexion  with  Dr.  William  Handy,  a  re- 
spectable physician  of  this  city,  to  examine  the  body  of  a  female^ 
aged  thirty-eight  years,  who  had  died  on  the  preceding  day  of 
a  complication  of  distressing  symptoms.  On  this  occasionour 
attention  was  necessarily  confined  principally  to  the  appearances 
which  might  be  discovered  in  the  abdominal  cavity. . 

"  Not  the  least  portion  of  the  omentum  was  present.  The 
stomach  was  much  smaller  than  natural,  and  contained  about 
ten  ounces  of  a  dark  fluid,  intimately  mixed  with  a  substance 
similar  to  coffee  grounds,  of  a  somewhat  offensive  smell,  and 
seemingly  acrid  nature ;  its  internal  coat  presented  some  slight 
marks  of  former  inflammatory  excitement,  and  its  whole  sur- 
face was  covered  with  a  tenacious,  dark  coloured  mucus.  The 
most  important  change,  however,  which  was  found  to  have 
taken  place  in  this  viscus,  was  a  scirrhus  of  the  pylorus,  which, 
from  ail  that  could  be  perceived,  completely  closed  the  inferior 
passage  of  the  stomach,  about  which  part,  externally,  was  at- 
tached a  tuberculated  excrescence  two  inches  in  length,  and 
half  an  incli  in  breadth,  and  greatly  resembling,  in  its  colour, 
that  of  a  natural  pancreas. 

*^  The  whole  of  the  small  and  great  intestines  manifested  a 
perfectly  sound  appearance.  Some  few  of  the  glands  on  the 
mesentery  were  larger  and  harder  than  ordinary.  The  spleen 
and  the  pancreatic  gland  were  in  a  healthy  state.  It  is  an 
undertaking  not  altogether  yoid  of  difficulty,  to  communicate, 
by  words,  an  exact  idea  of  the  great  and  remarkable  changes 
which  the  liver  had  suffered. 

*^  This  organ  was  so  much  enlarged,  that  it  occupied  not 
only  all  the  right  hypocondrium,  but  also  all  the  epigastric 
region  as  low  down  as  the  umbilicus,  and  a  very  considerable 
part  of  the  left  hypocondriac  region :  previously  to  our  opening 
the  abdominal  panetes,  its  hardened  and  irregular  surface  could 

*  We  have  to  thank  Dr.  Francis  fur  liis  politenesa  in  presenting 
us  with  a  copy  of  his  dissertation. 
VOL,  v.— NO. 29*  Si 
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be  distinctly  felt  under  the  int^^tnepts  coverine  the  parts  just 
noted.  Both  the  convex  and  concave  surface  oi  the  hver  were 
vested  with  tubei'a :  there  were,  probably,  about  sixty  of  these 
bodies  on  its  superior  surface ;  on  the  inferior  surface  they 
were  more  numerous.  They  also  pervaded  the  inner  surfaoe 
of  the  liver,  Sometimes  in  a  distinct,  and  at  other  tunes  in  a 
confluent  form.  The  tubera  were  all  of  tlie  same  Dature;^ 
though  they  varied  in  size :  on  tlie  outer  surface  of  the  gland 
they  preserved  their  distinctive  form,  elevated  the  peritoneal 
covering  of  the  liver,  and  were  separately  variegated  with  red 
vessels :  in  their  colour  they  much  resemolcd  a  cream  white ; 
at  or  near  the  centre  they  had  a  little  depression,  which,  pre- 
sented an  appearance  whiter  than  elsewher^.  In  several  placeSy 
internally,  these  tubera  closely  approximated,  and  seemea  to  be 
adhering  to  each  otlier :  the  largest  of  the  inner  tubera  that  we 
noticed,  was  three  aiid  a  half  indies  in  diameter,  and  u^n  their 
being  dissevered  by  the  knife,  a  very  small  quantity  of  an 
opake  white  fluid  exuded  from  them.  Upon  making  various 
sections,  the  substance  of  the  liver  between  tliese  tuoera.  was 
alwavs  found  to  be  less  vascular,  and  its  cohesive  powers  more 
feebfe  tharr  natural. 

"  It  deserves  to  be  stated,  tliat,  notwithstanding  tlie  en- 
larged and  diseased  gondition  of  the  hepatic  organ,  the  gall 
bladder  was  half  full  of  well-formed  bile ;  that  there  was  no 
off  iision  of  water  in  the  cavity  of  tlie  abdomen,  and  that  at  no 
time,  during  a  long  illness,  did  the  patient  labour  under 
jaundice. 

"  *  I  believe,"  says  Dr.  Baillie,  *  tliat  the  large  white  tubercle 
is  not  so  ol'ten  attended  with  jaundice  and  asates  as  theother.^ 

*^  I  shall  briefly  relate  the  principal  circumstances  tliat 
seem  to  throw  light  on  the  nature  of  the  preceding  case,  so  far 
as  it  has  been  practicable  to  obtain  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
them. 

"  The  patient,  from  her  infan^',  uniformly  possessed 
great  feebleness  of  constitution,  and  for  tlie  last  twenty  years 
of  her  life  was  seldom  exempt  from  disease.  She  was  the 
mother  of  several  living  children.  The  complaint  from  which 
she  sufTered  most  severely,  was  ap  extreme  debility  of  the  di. 
gostivo  organs,  which  caused  her  to  be  at  all  times  cautious  in 
tiie  choice  of  food;  and  to  depend  for  alimentary  su{^rt 
chiefly  upon  plain  broths  and  milk.  She  was  never  many  de- 
gree addicted  to  the  use  of  spirituous  or  malted  liquors. 

^<  The  symptoms  which  distinguished  the  imtable  state  of 
her  stomach,  were  similar  to  those  already  mentioned  in  case 
the  second,  though  it  was  only  for  the  last  two  years  that  she 
suffered  most  remarkably  on  that  account.  Sne  often  com- 
plained of  nausea,  and  frequently  ejected  her  food  soOn  after  a 
meal.     Her  distress  when  lying  down  at  night  was  always  ag- 
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^piyated,  provided  any  nourishment  had  been  lalcon  a  short 
time  previous;  and  the  pain  that  gave  greatesi  iintMsiness  was 
seated  in  the  right  side,  directly  at  the  inferior  oriHco  of  the 
stomach,  and  was  always  aggravated  when  slie  laid  tlown  u|)oa 
that  side*.  The  attacks  of  vomiting  sometimes  came  on  very 
suddenly;  and,  for  several  weeks  before  death,  she  discharged 
the  ocAitcnts  of  the  stomach  with  extreme  violence.  The  func- 
tions of  the  intestinal  canal  were  performed  with  gi*eat  regu- 
larity until  within  some  few  niAnths  previous  lo .  the  termina- 
tion of  her  disease. 

**  In  the  sprinj^  of  1813,  she  suffered  from  an  acute  in- 
flammation of  the  liver ;  but  this  affection  seems  to  have  been 
confounded  with  the  disorder  of  her  stomach,  as  nothing  was 
particularly  done  for  her  relief.  During  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year,  she  again  laboured  under  anotiier  violent  attack  of 
hepatitis.  From  this  period  she  was  at  no  time  relieved  from 
distress  in  the  right  hypochondriac  region,  and  other' symptoms 
which  pointed  out  a  ciironic  enlargement  of  the  liver.  With 
the  exception  of  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  excite  the  salivary 
glands  by  a  few  grains  of  mercury,  which  attempt  was  made  by 
one  of  the  several  practitioners  of  medicine  under  whose  care 
she  placed  herself  at  different  times,  the  treatment  both  of  the 
hcpiltic  and  the  gastric  disorder  was  exclusively  dietetical. 

"  The  preceding  facts  warrant  the  deduction,  that  the  tem- 

Serament  of  the  patient,  and  the  extreme  feebleness  of  her 
igestive  powers,  were  the  primary  causes  of- the  organic  dis- 
eases of  the  stomach  :  that  repeated  attacks  of  in-Bammation, 
and  an  inert  mode  of  treatment,  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
uncommon  appearances  of  the  liver.  Habitual  excess  in  the 
use  of  ardent  liquors,  and  acute  inflammation,  are  generally 
considered  the  principal  causes  of  those  changes  which  lead  to 
the  formation  oi  tubercles  of  the  liver :  but  tlie  tubercles  thus 
produced  vary  materially  in  their  character :  those  that  are  the 
offspring  of  long  indulgence  in  spirituous  drinks,  are,  perhaps, 
in  a  very  great  number  of  instances,  of  comparatively  small 
size,  and  the  natural  bulk  of  the  liver  itself  is,  in  these  cases, 
diminished :  on  the  other  hand,  those  tubercles  that  seem  to 
have  been  tlie  result  of  inflammatory  action,  are  of  a  remark- 
ably large  size,  and  often  occasion  an  astonishing  increase  in 
the  growth  of  the  liver.*" 

*  "  This  symptom^  indeed^  seems  to  be  eminently  deserving  of 
recollection,  tliough  it  does  not  occupy  a  place  ih  any  of  the  me(  Ileal 
histories  of  cases  of  this  disease  heretofore  recorded.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  it  will  be  found  to  be  one  of  the  most  prominent  circum- 
stances indicating  the  forming  stage  of  scirrhus  of  the  pylorus,  and 
in  this  belief  I  am  strengthened  by  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  most 
accurate  observers  and  experienced  practitioners  of  the  present  da^ 
Dr.  Samuel  Bard,  now  President  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  Y^^k." 
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V. — Giese'^s  Method  of  Curing  Club  Feet  in  NewJnnn  In^ 
fants^  without  the  aid  of  Machines*, 

**  The  frequent  disappointment  in  the  cure  of  club  feet, 
even  by  means  of  the  ingenious  machines  invented  by  a  Richier 
or  BruenninghauscHy  seems  chiefly  to  arise  from  the  dry  ban-  1 

dage  placed  about  die  foot  previous  to  the  application  of  the 
machine,  not  preventing  tlie  foot,  when  thus  tied,  from  return- 
ing to  its  former  wry  position ;  as  the  pressure,  which  can  only 
be  opposed  to  the  perverted  exertion  of  Nature,  ought  not  to 
be  too  strong  for  a  new-born  infant.     It  was  therefore  a  happy 
thought  of  Dr.  Giese's  to  attempt  supplying  this  defect  of  the 
dry  bandage  by  an  adiiesive  plaister,  which  attempt  has  beai 
crowned    with  the  most  distinguished  success.      He   caused 
the  club  feet  of  a  new-^born  infant,  previous  to  their  being  put 
into  the  bandage,  to  be  fomented  in  warm  water  for  half  an 
hour,  to  relax  the  muscles,  tendons,  and  sinews,  which  were 
shortened  on  the  -inner  side  of  the  foot,   add   gi*adually  to 
lengthen  them,  and  thereby  occasioning  their  unduly  distended 
anta^nists  on  the  other  side   to  resume  their  proper  oon^ 
tractile  power.     Directly  after  the  bath,  the  inner  side  of  these 
parts  was  rubbed  with  fresh  hog^s  lard,  whilst  the  surgeon 

? laced  the  distorted  ossa  metatarsi  in  their  proper  position* 
?he  feet  being  dried,  strips  of  lined  of  a  sufficient  length,  and 
an  inch  broad,  spread  with  adhesive  plaister,  were  laid  on  in 
tlie  following  manner :  the  beginning  of  the  first  strip  was  ' 
placed  under  the  great  toe,  passing  thence  to  the  little  toe 
and  under  and  over  the  foot  by  turns,  covering  each  other  ^de- 
ways  to  the  heel,  and  thence  were  drawn  tight  over  the 
whole  leg  up  to  the  knee.  A  second  strip  was  introduced  un« 
der  the  piiadle  part  of  the  foot  in  the  same  direction,  with 
the  intention  of  gradually  remedying  the  turning  inward  of  the 
feet.  A  third  strip  commenced  on  tlie  inner  side  of  the  heel, 
ran  over  the  upper  part  of  the  foot  to  direct  the  ossa  metatarsi, 
and  bend  them  inwards  to  their  proper  position.  Thus  the  first 
plaister  was  fixed  to  all  tlie  parts  of  the  whole  foot  up  to  the 
knee ;  the  second  on  tlie  back  of  the  first,  and  the  thira  on  that 
of  the  second.  The  many  points  of  contact  in  a  contrary 
direction  were  intended  gradually  to  overcome  the  inclination 
of  the  feet  to  turn  inward.  ^ 

"  This  attempt  completely  succeeded.  After  the  first 
dressing,  the  feet  nad  assumed  a  less  distorted  form,  and  this 
mode  of  treatment  behig  continued  for  five  weeks,  the  fomenta- 
tion and  unction  were  laid  aside.  The  bandage  was  af):erwards 
appHed  by  the  mother  of  the  chil(J,  and  being  continued  a  few 
months,  tne  malformation  of  tlie  feet  was  entirely  corrected.'* 

^  Ahenburg  Medical  Ammb,  April  IB15. 
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CHEMISTRY. 

VI.— Although  the  Gum  of  the  Olive  was  much  employed 
by  the  ancients  in  diseases  of  the  eyes  and  of  the  skin,  yet  it 
has  altoeetber  been  neglected  as  a  medicament  by  the  moderns. 
It  has,  nowever,  been  lately  examined  by  AT.  Paoli,  who  has 
published  the  result  of  his  investigation  in  Bru^natelli^s  Jour- 
nal*. In  giving  an  abstract  of  his  paper,  we  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  follow  him  in  his  historical  researches,  but  will 
confine  ourselves  to  his  details  of  the  physical  and  chemical 
properties  of  this  gum. 

Origin  of  tke  0live4ree  Gum, — "  The  olive  gum  of  the 
ffocients  was  procured  from  both  the  wild  and  the  cultivated 
olive.tr«e,  as  it  exuded  from  their  trunks,  in  warm  countries. 
At  least  this  is  probable,  from  the  testimony  of  different 
authors.  Mathiolus  and  others  indeed  maintain,  that  the  olive- 
tree  of  the  Bed  Sea  and  of  Ethiopia  differs  from  ours ;  but 
if  this  were  the  case,  Theophrastus  would  have  noticed  it. 
This  opinion  however  has  been  adopted  by  some  later  author^ 
and  occasioned  the  belief,  that  tiie  gum  of  our  olive-trees 
is  different  from  that  which  was  employed  by  the  ancients^ 
which  has  prevented  its  employment  in  medicine.  The  olive 
gum  of  commerce  is  supplied  by  both  tlie  wild  and  cultivated 
olive-trees,  which  grow  in  abundance  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 
and  particularly  in  the  provinces  of  Calabria,  Abruzze,  ana 
Pouflle ;  and  d;e  gum  is  called  in  Italy,  the  gum  of  Lecce^ 
which  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  principal  towns  of  the  last 
named  province. 

**  Physical  characters  of  the  gum  of  the  o/ti?e.— This  gum  it 
obtained  in  the  form  of  tears,  and  sometimes  in  rather  large 
masses.  It  is  of  a  reddish-brown  colour ;  and  as  some  parts  of 
it  are  more  polished  and  less  transparent  than  others,  it  has, 
with  regard  to  colour,  the  appearance  of  amygdaloid  benzoin. 
It  is  translucid  at  the  edges,  and  almost  diaphanous  throughout 
ia  the  purest  pieces.  It  is  brittle,  has  a  resinous  fracture  and 
a  fatty  appearance ;  is  conchoidal,  sometimes  with  small,  and 
sometimes  with  large  cavities.  Heated  by  friction,  it  exhales  a 
peculiar  odour,  and  becomes  electrified  so  as  to  attract  light 
substances.  Thrown  upon  hot  iron,  it  melts,  swells,  and  ex- 
hales the  agreeable  smell  of  vanilla.  It  melts  also  when  placed 
upon  hot  coals,  and  inflames.     Its  specific  gravity  is  1*298. 

*^  Chemical  properties.-— T^he  smell  of  olive  gum  would  lead 
to  the  suspicion,  that  it  contained  benzoic  acid ;  but  it  does 
not  evolve  any  of  it  even  when  heated.  It  melts,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  upon  hot  coals,  swells  and  bums  with  an 
agreeaole  smell ;  and,  if  kept  a  long  time  in  fusion,  it  leaves  a 

•  Gtomakdi  Fiska,  S^c.  di  Brugnatelli,  5«  Bim.  1815. 
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light  coal,  spongy,  and  easily  incinerated.  The  ashes  contain 
chiefly  muriates  and  carbonates  of  yarious  bases,  and  do  not 
amount  to  a  hundredth  part  of  the  resin  employed. 

^^  Triturated  with  water,  this  gum  quickly  precipitates ; 
"when  the  several  parts  agglutinate,  the  supernatant  liquid  is 
fimpid,  of  a  slightly  yel^v^  colour,  and  beconries  frothy  by 
agitation;  it  soon  undergoes  spontaneous  deooniposition.  The 
fresh  liquor,  filtered  and  evaporated,  leaves  upon  thtt  interior  of 
the  vesd^l,  circular  traces ;  and  a  brown  residue  is  obtained, 
consisting  of  oxigenated  extractive,  mixed  with  much  resin, 
which  becomes  soluble  in  water  by  means  of  the  extractive,  arid 
then  passes  through  the  filter.  Not  more  than  3^^^  of  this  re- 
sidue, separated  Irom  the  resinous  part,  is  obtained  from  a 
Iiundred  parts  of  the  olive  gum. 

^  Aner  having  separated  the  extractive  from  thi^  gum, 
alcohol  readily  dissolves  all  the  remainder :  when  cold,  it 
scarcely  takes  up  more  dian  0*02  of  its  weight ;  but  it  dissolved 
much  more  with  the  assistance  of  heat,  which  is  again  precijH- 
tated  as  the  alcohol  cools.  T^e  alcoholic  solution  does  not 
redden  tincture  of  tumsol,  which  distinguishes  this  substance 
Scorn  the  greater  part  of  the  known  resins. 

*^  Funcke  has  observed  in  the  resin  of  the  Inula  helenium, 
the  pr(^rty  of  crystallizing*,  which  is  also  possessed  by  the 
cum  of  the  olive.  It  crystallizes  by  spontaneous  evaporation  * 
m  needles,  disposed  in  the  form  of  rays ;  but  to-oblain  tliis,  it 
i&necessary  that  the  gnm  should  be  deprived  of  its  extractive, 
as  this,  while  it  communicates  the  property  of  being  soluble  in 
water^  takes  away  that  of  crystallizing.  This  crystallizable  pro- 
perty has  also  oeen  observed  in  the  resin  of  vateria  indica^  in 
that  of  the  cypresses,  and  very  particulai'ly  in  that  of  the  aloes  ; 
and  it  is  prooable,  that  many  resins  possess  this  characteristic. 

^^  The  resin  of  the  olive  gum  is  insoluble  in  fixed  oil ;  but 
H  dissolves,  very  easily  in  the  volatile  oils.  Potass  dissolves* 
it  with  ease ;  and  the  acids  precipitate  it  from  this  solution 
without  any  sensible  alteration. 

*'  Nitnc  acid  dissolves  this  gum  with  effervescence  and  th^ 
disengagement  of  nitrous  gas ;  and  a  substance  of  a  reddish- 
yellow  colour  is  formed,  with  a  bitter  astringent  taste,  wiiich 
tinges  yellow  the  skin  and  other  animal  substances,  precipitates* 
isinglass,  and  forms  a  brown  precipitate  with  oxalate  of  lead. 
The  precipitate  formed  with  the  isinglass  is  soluble  in  an  excess 
of  gelatine,  and  in  the  mineral  acios,  whk;h  clarify  the  fluid 
rendered  turbid  by  this  precipitation.  These  characteristics 
are  suflicienrto  prove,  that  the  gum  of  the  olive  aSbrds,  by  the 
action  of  nitric  add,  in  the  same  manner  as  indigo  and  some 
resinous  substances,  an  artificial  tannin^  and  the  Bitter  of  WtU 

*  Annales  de  Chinde,  torn.  Ixxvi.  p.  102. 
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iher.  When  the  gum  is  treated  with  sulpharic  acid,  and  then 
with  alcohol  and  with  water,  the  tannin  of  Hatchett  is  obtained. 
<'  The  ^m  of  the  olive,  then,  is  formed  of  a  peculiar  resin 
and  a  portion  of  oxidizable  extractive.  M.  Ferrat*  has  dis* 
covered  extractive  and  resin,  besides  several  other  substances, 
in  the  leaves  of  the  olive  tree.  But  it  must  be  remarked,  that 
in  these  leaves  the  quantity  of  extractive  is  much  greater  than 
that  of  the  resin :  while  in  the  gum,  the  reverse  is  the  case. 

''  The  extractive  principle,  in  many  respects,  particularij 
in  the  oxygenized  state,  is  analogous  to  resins ;  and  after  being 
saturated  with  oxygen  in  the  leaves,  and  continuing  to  circulate 
through  the  vesseS  of  the  plant,  it  is  secreted  anew,  and  re- 
sembles the  resin  in  a  greater  degree,  in  which  state  it  exudes 
from  the  bark. 

**  The  external  characters,  such  as  transparency,  fracture, 
electricity  by  friction,  and  the  mode  of  melting,  entitle  this  sub- 
stance to  be  ranked  among'  the  resins ;  and  this  opinion  is  •on- 
firmed  by  the  chemical  analysis.  The  small  quantity  of  ex- 
tractive it  contains,  prevents  it  from  being  placed  among  the 
fum-resins ;  none  of  the  characteristics  of  which  it  possesses. 
t  should  properly  be  denominated  the  resin  of  the  olive^  as  a 
more  appropriate  name  than  that  by  which  it  has  hitherto  been 
designated.^ 

YII.— -Oi^ertaftons  and  Experiments  upon  the  Rosacic  Acid 
in  ttle  Urine  of  Man.    By  M.  Vogel +. 

^'^  The  analyses  of  many  chemists  have  proved  that  the 
,imne  of  man  contains  a  great  number  of  constant  and  invariable 
principles ;  such  as  the  different  phosphates,  muriates,  a  free 
add^  urea,  &c.  But  it  also  contains  other  matters  accidentally 
formed  under  certain  states  of  the  animal  economy ;  such,  for 
example,  are  the  yellow  bitter  acid,  the  sugar  of  diabetes,  and 
the  rosacic  acid|. 

'^  M.  Proust,  in  examining  the  red  substance,  known  bj 
the  name  of  lateritious  sediment^  perceived  that  it  neutralized 
alkalies ;  and  hence  named  it  rosacic  acidS.  ^The  experiments 
of  Proust  have  been  confirmed  and  extencled  by  Vauquelin  j|. 


*  Butt,  de  Phar.  torn.  ill.  p.  43S. 

t  Journal  de  Pharmacie,  Janvier  1816. 

X  M.  Proust^  nevertheless^  supposes  the  rosacic  acid  always  exists 
in  urine.  I  have  never  been  able  to  separate  it^  even  when  uie  urine 
was  left  in  a  frigorific  mixture^  nor  after  having  dropped  into  it  some 
nitric  acid^whidi^  according  to  Proust,  neutralizes  the  ammonia  wiUi 
which  the  rosacic  acid  is  combined. 

$  ill.  Proutfs  Essay  upon  Urtne^  Amudes  de  Chemie,  torn,  xxxvi, 

^  II  Annaiet  du  Mmemn,  torn.  xvii.  p.  181, 
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^'  I  have  frequently!  obtained  this  rose-coloured  substance 
lix>m  urine ;  but  I  ought  to  remark  that  it  is  never  formed  be* 
lore  and  during  fever;  and  begins  only  to  appear  when  the 
iCrisis  is  passed. 

^^  I  nave  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  procuring  a  great 

Eantity  of  rosacie  acid.  Doctor  Meyer,  who  is  subject  to  gout, 
vipg  passed  it  during  five  days,  every  morning  filterra  his. 
urine,  and  transmitted  to  me  the  pulverulent  residue  collected 
itpon  the  filter.  The  matter  thus  collected  amounted  altoge- 
ther to  3*50  gros» 

EXPEltlMEKTS. 

*^  Cold  water  does  not  dissolve  this  substance  ;  but  boiling 
water  takes  up  nearly  the  whole  of  it.  The  solution  is  brown^ 
ish  ;  and,  as  it  cools,  de{)osits  a  white  powder.  The  liquid  has 
an  odour  resembling  urine,  and  reddens  strongly  the  tincture 
of  Htm  us. 

*'  Acilim  of  Alcohol. — Boiling  alcohol  of  a  specific  gravity 
ef  40>  of  Beaume'^s  areometer,  sensibly  dissolved  it ;  but  not  in 
such  great  quantity  as  boiling  water.  On  pouring  off  the  al« 
cohol,  and  ags^n  repeatedly  boiling  the  residue  with  fresh  quan^ 
titles  of  alcohol,  the  spirit  at  length  was  not  coloured,  and  a  very 
pale  powder  remained,  upon  which  alcohol  did  not  appear  to 
act  After  desiccation,  this  powder  was  nearly  white.  With 
told  nitric  acid  it  formed  a  strong  froth ;  and  when  the  mixtiuv 
was  evaporated  to  dryness,  crimson-red  scales  remained,  resem* 
bling  those  that  form  when  uric  acid  is  heated  with  nitric  add. 

**  The  alcohol  charged  with  the  acid,  bein^  evaporated  to 
dryness,  left  a  red  powder  unalterable  in  the  air;  which  I  re* 
nrded  as  pure  rosacie  acid,  separated  from  the  uric  acid  by 
the  alcohol.  Upon  this  purified  acid  I  made  the  following  ex* 
periments. 

<^  The  rosacie  acid  dissolved  altogether  in  water;* the  solution 
leddened  tlie  tincture  of  litmus,  but  was  not  rendered  turbid 
by  lime-water,  which  .proved  the  absence  of  any  pliosphoric 
acid. 

*^  The  rosacie  acid  dissolved  without  effervescence  in  con- 
centrated sulphuric  acid,  producing  a  rose-coloured  solution, 
which  after  some  time  acquired  a  deep  tint.  The  addition  of 
8  little  water,  however,  rendered  it  colourless,  and  precipitated 
k  white  powder.  The  same  white  deposit  was  produced  by 
the  addition  of  alcohol.  This  powder  is  scarcely  soluble  in 
water  when  it  is  well  freed  fn)m  the  sulphuric  acid  by  washing; 
and  it  then  has  all  the  characteristics  of^uric  acid. 

**  When  rosacie  acid  is  moistened  witli  a  few  drops  only  of 
sulphuric  acid,  the  powder  aojuires  a  beautiful  red  colour, 
But  by  adding  to  the  rosacie  acid  some  sulphuric  acid  diluted 
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-with  three  pofts  of  water,  the  powder  acquires  at  first  a  beautU 
ful  red  colour ;  but  after  some  Ume  becomes  white ;  and  in  this 
state  is  analogous  to  uric  acid. 

"  Fluid  sulphurous  acid,  in  which  the  pulverulent  acid  is 
fl^tat'ed,  acquires  a  lively  red  colour,  which  continues  for  a 
loD^  time :  and  when  rosacic  acid,  which  has  been  in  contact 
with  sulphurous  acid,  is  dried,  it  becomes  a  perriianentlj  beau- 
tiful carmine-colouted  powder, 

**  When  nitric  acid  at  32°  is  poured  upon  rosacic  arid,  it 
instantly  swells  up,  and  effervesces  briskly,  cxtricatinff  nitrous 
gas.  The  red  powder  disappears,  and  a  whitish  yellow  one 
IS  form(*d.  If  the  fluid  be  heated  to  ebullition,  the  whole 
is  dissolved ;  and,  by  a  slow  evaporation,  crimson  red  scales, 
perfectly  similar  to  those  obtained  by  treating  uric  acid  by 
means  of  nitric  acid,  are  obtaiticd. 

**  Aecotxling  to  Proust,  much  carbonic  acid  is  disengaged 
when  nitric  acid  is  poured  upon  this  acid. , 

"  Since  it  is  only  nitric  acid  which  produces  such  an  effer- 
yescence,  the  disengagement  of  carbonic  acid  and  nitrous  gas 
may  perhaps  be  attributed  to  a  reciprocal  decomposition  ex- 
erted by  the  rosacic  and  the  nitric  acid  upon  each  other.  The 
fimple  muriatic  acid  does  not  appear  to  have  any  sensible  action 
pjpon  the  rosacic  acid;  which,  rerjnains  without  .losing  the  inten- 
sity of  its  colour;  and  it  is  only  some  days  aftenvards  that  it 
becomes  of  a  light  fawn  colour.  Oxymuriatic  acid  discolours  the 
jred  powder  very  quickly,  and  gives  it  a  yellow  tint 

"  Water  charged  with  sulphuretted' hydrogen  does  not  act 
upon  rosacic  acid,  although  they  remain  toother  for  five  days. 
After  a  considerable  time,  however,  the  red  powder  aUoffethcr 
disappears,  and  the  fluid  acquires  a  putrid  ammoniacal  odour, 

***  When  rosacic  acid  is  moistened  with  a  concentrated  so- 
lution of  caustic  pjtass,  the  powder  immediately  acquires  a 
fawn-brown  colour,  and  disengages  much  ammonia.  This 
combination  of  the  acid  and  potash  is  solnble  in  acid.  The 
acids  precipitate  from  the  solution  a  jwwder  of  a  fawn-yellow 
liue ;  and  it  becomes  apparent  that  the  rosacic  acid,  by  com- 
bining with  the  potass,  suffers  a  kind  of  decomposition;  at 
least,  I  have  not  been  able  to  re-produce  it,  with  its  primitive 
red  colour,  by  mesufis  of^n  acid. 

**  Liquid,  ammonia,  left  for  some  hours  in  contact  with 
rosacic  acid,  converts  it  into  a  beautiful  yellow  powder.  The 
ammonia  is  found  in  this  yellow  powder  comoined  into  the 
Btate  of  a  salt  with  the  rosacic  acid,  which  is  more  soluble  in 
water  than  the  rosacic  acid  itself.  The  rosacic  acid  is  precipi- 
tated by  any  other  acid  from  the  aqueous  solution  of  this  am^ 
moniscal  salt,  in  the  form  of  a  yellow  powder. 

VOL.  V.-— NO.  29.  3  k 
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'^  When  remade  acid  b  moistened  with  a  oonoentrated  solo-' 
taon  of  nitrate  of  HlTer,  it  loses  its  oolour,  and  after  some  lime 
assumes  a  bottle-green  hue.  Pure  oric  aod,  mixed  in  a  8oh»> 
tion  of  nitrate  of  silver,  assumes,  abo,  sAer  some  time,  a 
brownish  aspect.  The  nitrate  of  meicniy  and  the  muriate  of 
tin  produce  no  such  effect  on  rosacic  add. 

'*  Becapiiulaiian.'-^Tbe  foDowing  are  the  most  marked 
characters  of  this  acid^  and  may  serve  as  its  distinguishing 
characteristics : 

^  1^.  Concentrated  sulphuric  add  oonTerts  it  into  a  deep 
red  powder,  dissolves  it,  and  then  brings  it  to  the  state  of  a 
white  powder,  insoluble  in  water,  wlii<£  possesses  Jl  the  pro* 
perties  of  uric  add. 

^*  8*.  Sulphurous  add  gives  it  also  a  beautiful^  shade  of 
lively  red ;  wnich  becomes  more  intense  by  time  in  the  add» 
and  IS  constant  and  unalterable. 

*^  3^.  Nitric  add  changes  it  into  uric  acid. 

"  4^  Solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  poured  upon  rosacic  acid^ 
communicates  to -it,  after  some  hours,  a  &wn-brown  colour ; 
which,  after  twenty-four  hours,  changes  to  a  bottle-green. 

^^  Uric  acid  undergoes  the  same  change  to  a  certmn  ex* 
tent 

**  From  the  abstraction  of  the  colour,  and  the  action  of 
the  sulphuric  and  sulphurous  adds,  it  appears  that  rosacic  add 
is  not  very  different  from  urie  acid,  and  that  no  great  effort  of 
Nature  can  be  requisite  far  changing  the  one  into  the  other.^ 

BOTANY. 

YIII.— At  the  ritting  of  the  French  Institute,  on  thar 
Sdth  of  January  last,  M.  Humboldt  read  an  interesting  me- 
moir on  the  di$trtbutum  o^  %>egUable  formsy  or  the  very  constant 
numerical  relation  in  whidi  the  various  families  of  plants  are 
found  under  the  different  zones,  and  /at  different  hdg^ts. 
Thus,  for  example,  the  graminfa  constitute  in  England  ^,  in 
France  ^^5,  in  North 
The  ^/tiffiocue  are 

rica  1,  of  the  monoectlydonoui  und  dicotlydonom  plants.  Cer* 
tun  forms,  also,  are  perceptibly  more  common  ia  passing  from^ 
the  equator  to  the  pole ;  as  the  glumaoea  and  crucifcra  ;  other 
forms  mcrease  towards  the  equator,  as  the  mbiaceaj  tne  maltacest^ 
and  the  composUa ;  others  attain  their  maximum  in  the  tem- 
perate zones,  and  diminish  towards  the  poles  and  the  equator, 
as  the  lahiaUe  and  the  amentacea ;  so  that  if  one  sees  under  any 
parallel  the  number  of  the  legwninoaaf  he  may  determine  b^ 
approximation  the  number  of  tho  spedes  iif  all  the  phanerogamuf 
and  other  phmts. 


^«y,  m  XNorth  America  t^»,of  all  the  phanerogamic  plants, 
in  Grermany  1^,*  in  France  |,  in  North  Ame« 
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PART  V. 

MEDICAL  AND  PHYSICAL 
INTELLIGENCE, 


l,--«OCXSTIfiS  AND  LECTURES. 

UBCTURS  v^'-'^Of  Potash  and  Soda.    By  Professor  Brande,  at  Apo« 

thecaries*  Hall,  London. 

The  nature  of  the  fixed  alcalies  and  dieir  general  properties 
'were  dwelt  upon  in  the  last  Lectures :  at  present,  uierefore^  we  have  . 
to  describe  their  phannaoeutical  preparations,  and  detail  their  uses 
in  practical  physic. 

Pure  potash,  the  potassa  ftisa  and  kali  purum  of  the  Pharma* 
copceia,  is  prepared  by  the  evaporation  of  a  solution  of  pure  potash, 
obt^nedby  decomposing  subcarbonate  of  potash  by  lime. 

The  action  <^  the  lime  in  this  experiment  was  first  cleared  up  by 
Dr.  Black,  who  discovered  the  causticity  and  mildness  of  the  alcalies 
to'depend  upon  the  absence  and  presence  of  fixed  air  or  carlxMiic 
dcid.  Before  his  inquiries  alcalies  were  supposed  to  become  caustic 
by  absorbing  fire,  which  it  was  imagined  tne  lime  had  previously 
'Contracted  during  the  process  of  calcination.  The  same  ,explanati(ni 
applies  to  lime  itself;  and  chalk  is  converted  into  lixne  by  the  ex-* 
piusion  of  carbonic  add  during  its  odcination,  or  heating  in  the  kiln- 
Potash,  in  die  state  of  potassa  fnsa,,  is  used  only  as  a  caustic  ex« 
temal  appHcation,  for  the  ^slruction  departs,  whioi  it  first  kills,  and 
afterwaros  decomposes,  and  produces  a  soap. 

The  liquor  potassse,  whM^  is  the  aaueous  solution  of  caustic 
potash,  is  used  in  xnedidne  as  an  antada  and  lithontriptic :  in  the 
fimner  case,  where  ^di^  is  generated  in  consequence  of  impaired 
digestion,  the  liquid  potasn,  though  it  may  allay  the  immediate  symp- 
toms, seldom  fitiis  to  increase  their  cause,  fiamely  debility  of  the 
stomach,  and  consequent  irritation  of  its  secretions;. hence  tonics, 
such  as  bitters  and  acids,  are  to  be  looked  to  for  permanent  reliefl 

As  a  lithontriptic,  licj^uid  potash,  is  a  double  source  of  evil :— 1st, 
whatever  weakens  the  digestive  organs  aggravates  the  symptoms  ; 
2dly,  by  diminishing  the  natural  addity  of  the  urine,  it  increases 
its  tendency  to  deposit  certain  compounds  which  i£  only  keeps  sus* 
pended  by  virtue  of  its  excess  of  acid.  And,  although  potasn  may 
relieve,  therefore,  or  put  a  stop  to  the  production  of  red  gravel  as 
long  .as  it  agrees  with  the  stomach,  it  will  often  increase,  where  it 
disagrees,  and  always  has  a  tendency  to  produce  white  sand :  and 
where  white  sand  is  the  original  compliunt,  potash  is  often  inad* 
vertently  given,  and  never  fails  most  seriously  to  aggravate  the  dis- 
ease. Accordingly,  many  cautions  are  requisite  in  exbibitiiig  liquid 
potaf^h  as  a  lithontriptic    It  may  often  be  adVtotageously  umted 

3k2 
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with  bitt^s>  and  often  with  opiates.  Perry's  solvent  is  a  combina- 
tion of  this  kind.  But  it  is  by  no  means  probable  that  any  concre- 
tion once  formed  in  the  urinary  bladder  should  ever  have  been  re- 
dissolved.  Liquid  potash  is  also  used  as  tlie  means  of  blending  oils 
witli  water :  it  forms  emulsions,  w^hich  furnish  a  ^ood  vehicle  for 
4he  alcalies  and  other  compatible  preparations.  Tiii&  property  gavtf 
rise  to  the  term  soap  lees. 

Royal  Society. — On  Thursday  the  21st  of  Mardx*  paper  by 
Sir  Everard  Home  was  read,  on  the  mode  of  action  of  specific  medi- 
cines. From  experiments  alresdy  made,  it  is  known  that  poisonous 
bodies,  whether  mineral  or  vegetable,  do  not  prodace  their  elfecli 
upon  the  body  till  they  are  introduced  into  the  circulation :  and  the 
effect  always  follows  whenever  they  are  introduced  into  the  circu- 
lation. Ij^ecacuanha  injected  into  the  jugular  vein  produces  in- 
stant vomitingj  and  opium  immetliate  drowsiness.  We  know  at 
present  only  two  spodfic  medicines ;  namely,  mercvuy  for  the  vene- 
real disease,  and  the  eau  medicinale,  which  is  a  vinons  infusion  of 
cdchicum  aut^mmale,  for  the  gout.  It  is  well  known  that  mercury 
produces  its  effects  only  when  introduced  into  the  circulation.  The 
author  gives  an  account  of  several  experiments  with  the  eau  naedici- 
nale  on  himself  and  on  dogs,  which  shows  that  it  requires  likewise 
to  be  introduced  into  the  circulation  before  it  produces  its  effects. 

At  tlie  same  Meeting  part  of  a  paper  by  IJr.  Thomson,  on  the  com- 
position of  phosphoric  acid,  was-  read.  Lavoisier  first  ascertain^ 
that  this  acid  is  a  compound  of  two  parts  of  phosphorus  by  weight, 
and  three  parts  of  oxygen ;  but  there  is  reason  for  believing  that  he 

*  over-rated  therpai*tion  of  oxygen.  Rose  made  a  set  of  experiments 
j>artly  in  the  same  way  as  Lavoisier  had  done,  and  partlvby  acidi- 
fying phosphorus  by  means  of  nitric  acid.     According  to  BSn,  phos- 

Ehoric  acid  is  a  compound  of  100  phosphorus  +  114*75  ojygen; 
ut  the  proportion  of  oxygen  which  he  found  in  the>icid  was  toa 
small. 

On  Thursday  the  28th  of  March  Dr.  Thomson*s  paper  was 
finiohed.  The  author  made  many  experiments  to  determine  the 
'  constituents  of  phosphoric  acid,  by  acidifying  phosphorus  by 
means  of  nitric  acid ;  but  as  the  results  were  unsatisfactory,  he  Jiad 
recourse  to  the  method  of  Lavoisier.  Small  quantities  of  phos- 
phorus (as  one  grain  or  |^  of  a  grain)  may  be  burnt  in  glass  retorts 

*  bv  the  heat  of  a  lamp,  without  leaving  any  sensible  residue;  and  in 
this  way  a  grain  of  phosphorus,  when  converted  into  phosphoric 
acid  by  combustion,  d!>sorbs  tluree  cubic  inches  and  two  thirds  of 
oxygen  gas.  From  this  result  it  follows  that  the  acid  is  composed  of 

Phosphorus 100 

Oxygen 123*46 

To  verify  3iis  result  the  author  had  recourse  to  the  phosphate  of 
lead,  which  is  a  compound  ef  2  atoms  of  phosphoric  acid  +  1  atom 

*  yellow  oxide  of  lead.  He  gives  three  analyses  of  his  salt ;  one  by 
J>r.  Wollaston,  one  by  professor  Berzelius,  and  one  by  himself.  A 
Tne?*n  of  both  methods  \s  taken,  and  the  constituents  of  phosphoric 

'  acid  aBe  considered  as 
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Pbosphonis 100 

Oxygen 12SS7 

This  gives  us  1.634i  ior  the  weight  of  an  atom  of  phosphonis  ; 
S*634  fdr  the  weight  of  an  atom  of  phosphorous  acid ;  and  3'&34  for 
the  weight  of  an  atom  of  phosphoric  acid. 

The  remainder  of  the  paper  is  taken  up  with  an  account  of  the 
composition  of  the  phosphates.  The  most  remarkable  are  the  coni'* 
binations  of  phosphoric  acid  and  liroe^  of  which  the  most  impor- 
tant and  the  one  always  formed  in  common  circumstances,  is  the 
osteo-phosphate,  or  earth  of  bones.  Whenever  a  salt  containing 
lime  is  decomposed  by  a  phosphate,  osteo-phosphate  of  lime  is  al« 
ways  obtained. 

There  are  three  oomhinations  of  phosphoric  add  and  potash^  and 
two  phosphates  of  soda. 

LiNN^SAN  SociETY.-^On  Tuesday  the  5th  of  March  a  paper  by 
Mr.  Robert  Brown,  Librarian  to  the  Society,  was  read,  givmg  an 
account  of  some  anomalies  In  the  structure  of  seeds.  According  to 
the  author,  no  seed  exists  without  a  covering ;  but  sonietimes  this 
covering  bursts  before  the  seed  comes  to  maturity.  He  gave  a  par- 
ticular accoimt  of  the  structure  of  the  seed  of  the  leontice  thalictroi- 
des,  which  had  been  mistaken  by  preceding  carpologists. 
•  On  Tuesday  the  ipth  of  Marcii  a  paper  by  Mr.  Salisbury  was 
read,  on  a  natural  family  c^  plants,  to  whidi  he  gave  the  name  of 
fxxloracece.  He  divided  it  into  three  orders ;  namely,  andromedeof, 
ericeie,  and  epacnde(e.  The  paper  contained  a  detail  of  the  different 
j^enera  whicn  constitute  the  order  of  androme(lea».  The  author 
pointed  out  many  new  distinctions,  which  enabled  him  to  subdivide 
several  of  the  genera,  and  established  new  genera. 

Annnal  Report  of  the  London  Vaccine  iHsUiuium.'^lt  appears^ 
that  during  the  last  year. 

There  have  been  Vaccinated  by  Dr.  Walker 2,351 

From  the  beginning 83,711 

By  the  appointed  Inoculators  in  the  Metropolis  9»^9^ 
From  the  beginning S8,887 

By  the  appointed  Inoculators  in  the  Country 1 6,457 

From  the  beginning 5^4,007 

Dr.  W^alker^  nnoe  the  last  Report,  has  supplied  to  S,9i53  ap« 
plicants,  16,265  charges  of  matter ;  from  the  beginning*,  to  36,631 
applicants,  175^768  charges. 

'The  Academy  of  Arts  and  Societies  in  Denmark  has  appointed 
a  Committee  to  investigi^  the  asserted  efficacy  of  Tamtin  as  a&  an« 
ti^ote  against  all  poisons,  whether  mineral  or  vegetable. 

II.-«^PRieB   QUESTIONS. 

The  Royal  Society  of  Gottingen  has  offered  a  prize  of  fifty  du- 
cats, for  the  best  Latin  dissertation  on  the  following  subject— '*  To 
ascertain,  by  decisive  and  unequivocal  experiments,  whether  muri« 
atic  acid,  and  oxymuriatic  acid  be  oxygemzed  substances ;  that  is  to 
aay,  wh^er  these  adda  be  compounds  of  a  combustible  basis  and 
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oxygen :  and^  in  theevent  of  these  auhatanoea  not  ooateining  oxygen, 
whether  axymuriatic.acid  can  be  regarded  as  a  simple  aubstance, 
bavmg  some  analogy  with  axygen.''..^Tlie  disacartfitions  must  be 
tEansmitted  to  the  Society  before  the  end  of  September  1816* 

III.-— MEDICAL. 

Bismuth. — ^The  white  oxyde  of  bismuth  is  a  &voimte  remedy 
among  the  German  physicians.  It  is  administered  in  colic^  in  spas* 
medic  vomitings,  and  in  all  spasmodic  affections  of  the  intestinal 
canal  that  are  attended  with  a  n^h  degree  c^  irritation.  It  is  given 
in  doses  of  one  to  six  grains  every  two  or  three  hours.  Others  give 
very  small  doses  of  ^  or  |  of  a  grain  as  often  as  every  ludf  or  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  till  the  spiEtsmodic  irritability  lessens,  and  then 
increase  the  dose  at  longer  intervals.  It  is  frequently  combined 
with  other  ^antispasmodics  and  narcotjc^.  Dr.  Gumprechih^  writ- 
ten on  the  medicinal  use  of  bismuth  (^e  Annates  CuniquefdeMoHi' 
pellier.  tom.  xxiv.  No.  100,  AvrU  1811,)  and  Dr.  Reil  of  Halle  also 
published  some  valuable  remarks  on  it  (vide  Memorcdnliit  CUmdi^ 
FasiduL  iv.  p.27)~Halle,  1799. 

.Animal  Ma^netmn.'-^FTom' our  corresp<Midents  we  learn,  that 
animal  magnetism  continues  its  undiminished  sway  in  Germany ; 
and  that  the  faculty  of  the  British  Islands  are  consiaered  as  slhguUr 
for  their  scepticism  regarding  its  wonder-working  powers  in  various 
disorders  of  the  human  body. 

Piriform  Ophthalmia, — ^The  observation  of  the  late  Mr.  B.Gibson 
of  Manchester,  tliat  the  fluor  albus  of  the  mother  was  very  fre- 
quently the  cause  of  the  opJUhalmia  purj/brmis  infantarum,  is  con* 
firmed  by  experience  in  Germany;  and  the  midwives  have  conse- 
^quently  been  directed,  whenever  symptoms  of  fluor  albus  are  appa- 
rent on  the  parturient  female,  to  wash  the  eyes  of  the  infants  directly 
with  water  m  whicli  a  little  spiritus  lavendulee  is  diluted  ;  and  if  the 
ophthalmia  increases,  to  call  m  medical  aid,  and  to  apply  mercury. 

Juniper  Beer.— Professor  Hegervisch,  of  Kiel^  attests^  that  among 
all  direct  diuretic  remedies,  none  was  to  be  campared  in  efficacy  to 
that  well-known,  and  by  physicians  too  much  neglected,  domestic 
remedy,  beer^  hoUedwilh  jtmiper-berrieg* 

Cancer.-^Vroflessor  Osiander,  of  Gottingen,  has  found,  in  cancer 
uteri,  injections  of  diluted  Ferrum  phmpkoricum  very  useful. 

Asthvia, — The  physicians  of  Hamburgh  have  experienced  in  high 
degrees  of  asthma  spasmodicum,  the  great  utility  of  mustard  baths,  in 
which  the  arms  to  the  shoulders  are  k^t  for  about  twenty  minutes. 

premature  Lahour, — In  the  second  volume  of  the*  Repository, 
page  446,  an  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  propriety  of  oringing 
on  premature  labour  in  cases  of  distortion  of  the  pelvis ;  as  if  the 
.  introduction  of  the  practice  was  by  Dr.  Merriraan.  A  correspon- 
dent .observes,  that  a  reference  to  the  eighth  volume  of  Medical 
Facts  and  Observations,  edited  by  the  late  Dr.  Foart  Simmons^  will 
shew  that  this  statement  is  not  correct. 
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Oil  of  Turpenti)ie,^*lLhe  oil  of  turpentine,  as  a  remedy,  has  been 
frequently  tried  in  Germany,  in  doses  from  one  to  two  ounces.  It 
has  always  produced  a  greatly  increased  evacuation  by  stool  and 
urine,  and  sometimes  a  considerable  portion  of  worms ;  but  it  is  not 
apoken  of  as  effecting  a  radical  cure  in  any  of  the  cases. 

IV.— ^ANATOHICAL  AND  SUROICAU 

Pus  between  the  Coats  of  the  Stomach. — ^We  have  been  favoured 
by  Dr.  Hooper  with  the  sight  of  the  pyloric  portion  of  a  stomach,  in 
vhich  the  muscular  and  vascidar  coats  were  separated  about  one- 
third  of  an  inch  from  each  other,  by  the  deposition  of  a  correspond- 
ing quantity  of  pus.  The  disease  of  whicii  the  patient  died  %vai 
^  ACute  rheumatism,  which  is  supposed  to  have  attacked  this  organ. 

Perforation  rfthe  Memhrana  Ttfmpanijbr  the  Relief  (^  Deaf ness. 
•—This  operation  was  so  much  practised  in  Germany  a  few  years 
since,  especially  by  Hunold  of  Cassel,^and  Praust  of  Biickeburg, 
t)^it  the  former  operated  on  nearly  two  hundred  persons  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months.  A  paper,  in  Latin,  read  before  die  Medical 
'  Society  of  Gottingen,  by  Professor  Himlt/,  and  afterwards  published, 
tended  to  check  this  abuse ;  and,  now,  little  is  heard  of  perforating 
this  membrane  by  any  German  surgeon ; — an  extreme  which,  tlie 
Professor  informs  us,  he  as  much  regrets  as  he  did  the  indiscriminate 
practice;  and  tlierefore  is  about  to  attempt  the  revival  of  it,  from  a 
conviction  of  its  utility  under  certain  circumstances. 

Case  of  consolidated  Fingers, — Mr.  Counsellor  Von  Walther,  of 
Landshut,  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  following  curious 
case  of  consolidated  fingers : — A  boy,  eight  years  of  age,  had  the 
four  fingers  on  both  hands  quite  grown  together,  so  that  only  the 
thumbs  were  free  and  moveable :  the  fore-finger  on  both  hands  wat 
joined  by  tlie  middle-finger  only  by  means  of  a  membrane.  Under 
the  tegumenta  cutis  the  bones  seemed  to  be  separated,  and  each 
finger  provided  with  the  proper  nerves,  vessels,  and  muscles.  The 
fore*fiiiger  was  well  articulated ;  each  phalanx  had  its  corresponding 
size,  and  processus  ardculorunu  On  the  middle  finger  the  pnalanges 
were  still  discernible,  but  the  processi  articulorum  were  not  per- 
fectly developed.  The  free  motion  of  die  fore-finger,  therefore, 
seemed  only  to  be  prevented  by  its  connection  wim  the  middle- 
finger.  On  the  rest  of  the  fingers  the  phalanges,  and  particularly 
that  of  the  nail,  seemed  to  be  more  crippled,  and  the  consolidation 
seemed  to  be  ossified,  as  they  were  inseparable ;  and  an  attempt  to 
separate  them  by  means  of  a  bistoury  was  unsuccessfuL  Only  the 
fore-finger  on  both  hands  could  be  disunited  from  the  middle-finger, 
and  acquired  a  sufiiciently  free  movement. 

Scirrhous  Glandular  Tumour.^^A  sdrrhoos  glandular  tumour^ 
about  the  size  of  the  fist,  reaching  from  the  ear  to  below  the  jaw, 
partly  adhering  to  the  mastoid  muscle,  and  for  the  space  of  half  an 
inch  dose  upon  the  carotid  artery,  was  successfully  removed  by  Dn 
Busse*    The  operation  was  diflioilty  on  account  of  the  Gonaidemble 
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and  daagenms  adhesions.  But  It  was  remarkable^  from  so  many  »• 
mifications  of  the  azteries  being  divided^  without  subeequoit  hsemof « 
rhage  following;  although  no  ligatures  were  used. 

V.^— PUARMACBUTICAJL. 

FijM^or.— The  foQowing  method  of  manufacturing  this  substance 
is  detailed  in  a  letter  from  M.  Sciideddin,  an  Apothecary  at  Schele»- 
tat,  in  the  department  du  Bas-Rhln : — ''  I  put  into  aise  iT^kof  sufficient 
dimenaioiis^  a  mixture  compotied  of  twenty  litres  (about  41  wine 
pints)  of  water^  four  litres  (rather  more  than  8  wine  pints)  of  whis- 
key (deau  de  vie  de  grain  J,  a  kilogramme  (about  2  wine  pints)  of 
yeast,  an4  the  same  quantity  {32  ounces  Troy)  of  beech  charcoal ;  and 
place  it  in  a  proper  situation  for  fermentation.  At  the  end  of  four 
months,  a  very  strong  vinegar  is  formed,  as  white  as  water. 

VI.— NATURAL    HISTORY. 

Arrow  Roof, — This  well-known  substance  is  obtained  from  the 
roots  of  the  Maranta  arundinacea,  an  American  plant,  which  is  said 
^'to  grow  wild  in  Jamaica^  and  lias  been  long  ailtivated  in  the  West 
Indies.  The  plant  grows  to  the  height  of  diree  feet,  and  dies  down 
to  the  root  every  year.  The  roots,  which  are  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  thick,  covered  with  scales,  are  washed  clean,  peeled,  and  pounded 
in  a  mortar ;  and  the  woody  fibres  separated  from  die  powder  by 
washing  it.  The  feaila  which  precipitates  is  the  starchy  part,  or' 
the  Indian  arrotv  root,  as  it  is  termed. 

Vlt. — LITERARY   NOTICES. 

Dr.  Spix,  of  Munich,  has  iust  published,  in  imperial  folio,  a 
volume,  intitled — Cephalogcncsts,  xixjc  Capitis  ossei  siructura,  for- 
matio  ei  significatio  per  omncs  animaliUin  Classes,  Faffiilius,  Genera  et 
JEtates  Digesta,  atque  Tabulis  iUustrata,  Legesque  sinml  VsychologiiE 
inde  derivatcfi.  In  this  work  Uie  head  is  considered  in  its  evolutions 
throughout  the  whole  series  of  animals,  from  man  to  insects;  and  at 
all  periods  of  hie,  from  the  embryo  to  old  age.  To  those  interested 
ill  tne  fancies  of  Gall  and.  Spury.hoim,  the  prospectus  of  this  pub- 
lication holds  out  great  uttraclioiis. 

M,  Chtiussier  is  about  to  publish  a  work  to  be  intitled,  "  Fecueil 
dc  Mrmoiresy  Consijiatiotis  et  Rapports  sur  divers  objets  tie  Medcci/tc 
legah\'  It  has  already  been  submitted  to  the  Institute,  and  a  favour- 
able report  of  its  contents  delivered  by  Piiiel  and  Halle,  who  were 
appointed  to  examine  it. 

M.  Majmdie  has  just  published  the  firsf  volume  of  his  Traiti 
FJrmnifaire  de  Pkt/sioiogie ;  an  analysis  of  which  "we  hope  soon  to 
be  able  to  lay  before  our  readers. 

Dr.  AUters,  of  Bremen,  has  published  his  Essay,  intitled,  "  Cont^ 
meniaiio  de  Trac/wtide  IrtJajUntu,  vulgo  Croup  vocatd."  This  work, 
whidi  obtained  for  its  audior  one  half  of  tne  prize  offered  by  the 
late  Emperor  Napoleon,  having  been  politely  transmitted  to  us  by 
its  author,  we  propose  giving  an  analysis  of  it. 


,      SEVENTH    REPO&t 
Or  TR£  GcNEiiAL  Committee  of  AssociAtiui  A)^oT4teiimik9 
Airo  Surgeon- Apotuega RIBS  Of  Bnoland  and  Wales. 

Cxown  and  Anchor  Taverni  April  S4th»  181^. 

l^iiis  Committee  never  having  ceased  its  attention  to  the 
objects  for  which  it  was -appotnted^  oegs  leave  to  detail  '\t»  pro^ 
ceedings^  since  the  kst  Ueport  of  January  the  lOth,  1815* 
which  \vas  published  through  the  medium  of  the  Mtidical 
Journals. 

It  is  sufiiciently  known/tliat  an  Act,  solicited  by  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries,  passed  last  session,  *^  For  the  better  ae«  . 

^VLAtiSG    the    pRACtlCE    OF    xVpOTUEC ARIES    TUJlOUaHOUt 

Snoland  and  Wales.^ 

During  the  pasung  of  the  Bill,  n&any  of  the  amendments 
to  which  &rmer  Reports  of  this  Committee  refer,  were  intro- 
duced ;  several  alterations  were  also  made  in  it  ^  and  afk^r  it 
had  passed  both  Houses^  owing  to  some  amendments  intn> 
duceu  by  the  Peers,  it  was  rejected  by  tht>  Conimons ;  and 
a  new  Bill,  pro/omut^  was  obliged  to  be  brought  in,  and  again . 
be  carried  throuffli  Parliaoient  This  unusual  circumstance 
produced  so  uiudi  delays  that  there  ^as  scarcely  time  to  pass 
die  second  Bill  throiign  the  regular  stages  before  the  close  of 
the  session*. 

Early  in  June,  this  Co5tMiTtEB  received  a  copy  of  a  Bill 
''For  ^Enlarging  the  Charter  of  the  IIoyal  Coll^gb 
•F  Surgeons,  &c/ 

The  Committee  approved  of  the  principle  of  this  Bill,  ge» 
nerally ;  but  objected  to  it :  1.  That  it  empowered  the  College 
to  demand  whatever  sum  it  Diseased  for  a  diploma:  2%  Tliat  it 
continued  the  anniial  contribution  levied  on  Members  of  the 
Cdllege  residing  with'm  seven  miles  of  London:  and,  3.  That 
it  contained  no  provisions  for  the  regulation  of  the  Practice  of 
Midwifeiy. 

The  Committee  therefore  petitioned  against  the  Bill ;  the 
eHect  of  whicli  was,  that  tlie  College  wa^  not  to  exact  any 
larger  sum  oi^  sums  tlian  paid  at  present  for  diplomas^  or  as 
contributions ;  and  that  some  provisions  (!on<;ernin^  Midvvifery 
w^re  introduced.  It  ^vas  the  wish  of  the  Committee,  that  u 
Board  of  Examiners  in  Midwifery  should  be  appointed  by  the 
College.  Dut  this  was  positively  and  suc^ssfuUy  resisted*. 
Finally,  a  provision  was  inserted,  tnat  no  male  person  should,  in 
fuiurCf  be  allowed  to  commence  practising  Miuwifery,  for  lucre 
or  giun,  except  Members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  (saving  the 


♦  See  Repository,  vol.  iii.  p.  167. 
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rights  of  the?  College  of  Physicians).  To  tliis,  as  a  a 
the  Comnittec  yiiMded ;  upon  tlieecxivictiony  that  if 
after  were  suffered  to  enter  into  this  practice  but  those  who  had 
received  a  uiedical  education,  and  had  been  examined  touching 
tlidir  knowledge  in  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  tjiere  could  rem^^ 
no  doubt  that  the  public  would  be  effectually  guarded  against 
the  intrusion  of  ignorant  pretenders  ;  nor  was  it  likely  that  any 
Member  of  the  College  would  exercise  the  Art  of  Midwifery^ 
without  previoqs  instruction.  The  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  would  not  allow  any  mention  of  female  midwifes. 
This  Bill  meeting  some  obstruction  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
and  the  lateness  of  tlie  session  preventing  its  being  obviated,  it 
WC8  withdrawn. 

It  has  been  introduced  into  Parliament  in  thq  present  ses- 


jComraittee,  from  private  information,  has  some  reason  for  btr 
lieving,  that  another  Bill  will  be  arranged,  founded  upon  more 
enlarged  and  disinterested  views. 

This  Committee  did  not  expect  that  an  Act  so  novel  in  its 
principles  as  the  Apothecaries',  would  be  free  from  errors; 
indeed  many  of  its  defects  had  been  pointed  out  in  the  debate 
which  took  plac^  upon  it  ip  the  House  of  Peers.  Some  of 
these  unquestionably  r^ulled  from  the  confusion  attendant  on 
the  untoward  circutus'tapces '  \yith  which  the  Bill  was  passed ; 
and  the  time  before  the  session  would  close  did  not  admit  of 
remedying  thpra.  During  the  recess,  the  ConimiUec  saw  with 
cixtreme  pain,  that  there  were  more  errors  in  the  Act  than  wer6 
at  first  oDser>*ed  ;  and  that  its  operation  was  in  some  parts  re- 
tyosi^ective,  and  consequently  unjust. 

As  the  Act  had  been  taken  but  of  the  hands  of  this  Com- 
mittee, and  was  solicited  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  the 
former  entertsuned  no  doubt  that  the  latter  would  bring  in  a 
Bin  this  session,  to  amend  whatever  errors  existed  in  it  The 
Committee  waited  the  meeting  of  Parliament ;  and  finding  time 
passing  on  without  any  movement  of  the  Society  for  the  puf- 
t)ose/ conceived  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  apply  to  that  Body 
ibr  an  explanation  ()f  its  ii)  tendons. 

'    The  loUowing  resolutions  were  therefore  passed  and  trans-^ 
mitted  to  tlie  Society,  with  a  request  of  an  early  answer : 

^    ^    ^  (CPPX) 

Gentlemen^  62,  Gomtr  Street^ March  ?.3d,  1816. 

Pursuant  to  a  resolution,  of  the  Greneral  Committee  of  Apo- 
thecaries and  Surgeon-Apotliecaries  of  England  and  Walc^y  t 
have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  a  copy  of*  the  Reflolutions 
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pqusscd  at  a  Meeting  held  on  the  19ih  inst  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee request  ^n  early  anjswer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, .  Genti^^ment^  your  obedient 
humble  servant,  G.  M.  Buebomt^. 

Ih  the  Master^  Wardens^  and  Court  of  Assistants 
oftf^e  Sqcietji  of  ^jwthecaries. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  General  Con^mittee,  hefd  on  Marcl^ 
19th  ultimo,  it  was 

Resolved, 

**  That  as  the  provisions  (^ee  sections  14  and  1^)  of  the  Act- 
f^  for  the  better  Regulation  of  the  Rractice  of  Apothecaries^ 
have  a  retrospective  effect,  in  consequence  of  certain  unexpected 
alterations  being  mj^de  in  the  Bill,  which  effect  was  not  contem- 
plated by  the  framei-s  of  that  Bill,  and  which  has  been  found 
extrenjely  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  qumerous  Medical  Stu« 
dents  and  others ; 

Resolvei^,  • 

*f  Therefore,  that  a  respectful  appeal  be  made  to  tiie  So^ 
piety  of  4-pothecaries,  to  ap^ly  to  rarliament  during  the  pre- 
fcnt  Session,  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  Amendmeut^  in 
tlie  Act  as  shall  obviate  its  retrospective  operation.'^ 

To  which  this  commqnication  was  returned :  .        .. 

.  Sitt,  Apothecaries'  Hall^  9tk  April  1816. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Master, 
Wardens,  and  Court  of  Assistants,  to  wnom  your  letter  of  the 
iOth  of  March,  together  with  two  Resol^ticms  of  your  General 
Committee,  were  referred,  tp  acknowledge  the  receipt  thereof; 
an4  to  inform  you  that  the  sa^ne  will  be  takien  into  considerati<Hi 
at  the  next'  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

I  am.  Sib,  your  obedient  humble  servf^it, 

^o  G.  M.  BurroujSj  Esq.  J.  B^CUXB,  Cki    * 

This  proving  very  unsatisfactory,  the  Chairman  was  re- 
<|aested  to  appfy  for  a  defimte  answer ;  when  he  again 
wrote: 

Gentlemen,  62,  Gotver  Street,  Jpril  17M,  1816. 

At  a  Meeting  Meld  this  evening  of  the  General  Committee 
of  Apothecaries  and  Surgeon-Apothecaries  of  England  and 
Wales,  I  was  requested  to  communicate  to  you,  that  the  Meet« 
ing,  was  adjoiniied  to  this  day  week^  lor  the  purpose  of  thin 
Waving  and  taking  into  oonsiaeration  an  answer  to  the  Reso* 
lutions  di  the  Committee  of  the  19th  ult.,  and  which  I  had  dit 
honour  of  transmitting. 
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And  I  am  further  instructed  to  request  that  the  said  answer 
be  a  definite  one  to  the  subject  of  those  Resolutions. 

I  hav^  the  honour  to  be,  Gemtlbmek,  your  obedient 
bumbfe  servant,  G.  M.  Bu&rows,  Chairman. 

To  the  Mastery  Wardens^  ami  Sodcty  bf  j-tpoihecarhs. 

On  tlie  19th,  Uie  following  was  received  : 

Sir,  Apothecaries'  Holly  19  /ipt'il  1816. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Bill  Committee  of  the  Court  of  Assist-* 
ants  to  transnkit  to  ybu  a  copy  of  their  Resolution  of  the  16tii 
instant. 

I  amj  Sib,  your  obedient  humble  servant^ 

J*  Backler,  Clerk  to  the  Sodetj. 
To  t)r.  G,  M,  Burrows. 

At  a  Meeting  of  tlie  Bill  Committee  appohited  by  tlie 
Court  of  Assistants  held  at  Apothecaries^  Hull,  on  Tuesday 
the  16th  of  April,  1816, 

The  Committee,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  Letter 
addressed  to  the  Coiirt  by  Dr.  G.  M.  Buitows^  with  the  reso- 
lution of  the  General  Committee  of  Apothecaries  and  Surgeon 
Apothecaries  of  England  and  Wales,  calling  upon  them  tM 
apply  to  Parliament  tor  an  amended  Act, 

Resolvep, 

**  That  it  does  not  appear  to  this  Committee  that  any  such 
practical  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  the  alledged  derects  of 
the  Act  of  last  Session  as  to  indi'xe  this  Committee  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Court  of  Assistants  any  immediate  application  10 
Parliament.*" 

As  it  was  well  ascertained  by  yo\u*  Committee,  that  tho 
Society  of  Apothecaries  was  fully  apprised  of  the  prhclical 
inconveniencies  that  had  arisen  from  the  alledged  defects  in  the 
Act,  it  was  clear, fronfi  this  Resolution^ it haoaetermined  not  t# 
apply  to  Parliament,  this  session  at  least,  to  amend  it. 

This  decision  the  Committee  exceedingly  laments.  Deeply 
impressed  with  the  greatness  of  the  injury  ^stained  by  several 
classes  of  the  Medical  Profession,  from  the  errors  in  the  Act; 
and  hence  its  inadequateness  for  the  objects  intended ;  and  sin^^ 
cerely  deploring  the  consequences ;  it  feels  bound  to  adopt  evert 
meant'  in  its  power  to  seek  that  redress  which  the  extent  and 
urgency  of  the  evil  demand.  But  previously  to  any  other  stept 
t»cing  taken,  this  Committee  requires  more  specific  informatton 
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than  it  yet  possesses,  of  tbe  injuries  and  inoonveniendes  ex« 
perienoed  irom  the  operation  of  the  Act. 

Much  inibnnation  has  been  received  by  various  Members 
of  the  Committee,  on  the  subject  of  the  Act,  but  not  in  that 
capacity,  but  as  private  individuals.  None  of  the  District 
Qommitte^  have  communicated  with  the  Gren^hd  Committee 
funoe  the  publication  of  the  Sixth  Report  of  January  1815 ;: 
nor  have  any  individuals  addressed  it 

This  Committee  is  consequently  without  official  data  on 
which  to  found  any  further  proceedings,  that  may  lead  to  the 
attainment  of  that  object  which  it  avowedly  professes  —  die 
amendment  of  tbe  Apothecaries^  Act 

The  Resolution  annexed,  which  has  been  advertised  very 
generally,  it  is  hoped  will  procure  the  necessary  documents, 
and  evince  to  the  Profession,  that  tins  Committee  is  ever  dive 
lo  the  interests  of  its  constituents,  and  will  never  abandon  a 
trust  so  honourably  bestowed,  and  with  so  much  confidence 
continiied. 

6.  M«  BuBBOWs,  Chairman. 


^'o  Apoihecariet^  Surgeon^Apothecariest  Students,  4*^. 

The  General  Committee  of  Associated  Apothecaries  and 
Surgeon^Apothecaries  of  England  and  Wales  having  seen,  with 
much  regret,  that  the  Apothecaries*  Act  has  a  retrospective 
operation  upon  all  students  and  pupils  who  have  not  served  an 
apprenticeship  of,  or  were  not  bound  for,  five  years  prior  to  the 
1  St  of  August  last ;  and  likewise  upon  all  army  and  navy  sur- 
geons ;  and  that  many  of  the  clauses  are  defective  and  ineffi- 
cient— have 

Rksolved, 

That  all  pertons  whose  interests  are  affected  by  the  said 
Act  be  requested  to  communieate  (po$t  paid)  their  cause  of 
complaint  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Committee^  on  or  before  the 
1 1th  of  May  next. 

(Signed)        W.  T.  WARD,  Secretary, 

eommilUe  JHooth  4prU  t4l^  ISltf. 

vo».  v.~No.  29.  3  M 
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A  METEOROLOi&ICAL  TABLE, 
Fnm  the  21st  of  March  to  the  20th  of  April,  I8I69 

KEPT  AT  RICmiOND,  YORKSHIRE. 
230  Mn«8  NW  from  London. 
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Bftr<i|iwt€r. 
Max.     Min. 


29 


22*29 

2499 
U&99 


27 
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13 
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Max  Min. 


42 
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44 
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40 
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50 
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31 
31 

\SS 
33 
34 
34 
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34 
31 
33 
31 
S3 
31 
34 
35 
37 
31 
34 
34 
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34 
38 

[  32 
24 
28 
34 
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2d 
29 
S4 
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NW.. 
NW.. 
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SW.. 


Wealfaar. 


1  CknuL.  3  S..  4  StI.,.. 

1  Sun... 

1  Sun... 

1  Cloud..  2  S..  4  StarL.. 

1  Cloud... 

1  Cloud... 

1  Cloud..  4  Stall.. 

1  Sun.  3  Cloud... 

1  Cloud... 

1  Sun.  2CloDd... 

1  Sun.  2  Cloud... 

13  4  Ckmd..  9  Sun.. 

1  Cloud..  2  S..  4  Mood.. 

1  Sun...  2  Cloud... 

1  Cloud... 

1  3  Cloud..  2  S..  4  Mn.. 

lS..&Shof  h^&R. 

1  Snow.. 

1  4  Cloud..  2  Cloud 

1  Sun..  &  Sh  <]f  sleet. 

1  Snow..  2  Rain... 

1  Cloud..  2  S.  3  Mist... 

1  Cloud....  4Sn(nr. 

1  Sun..  &  Sh  of  Snow. 

1  S...  3  Sh.  of  sn.  4  nui.M 

1  Sun...  3  Cloud.. 

1  Sun.,  &  Sh  ofRam.. 

1  8..28h  of  8n.38....46d 

1  Sun...  3  Cloud.. 

1  S..3ShQfR.4StL 

1  Sun.. 


The  quantity  of  rain  during  the  month  of  March  was  89»l00d». 
The  wealtlier  during  this  last  penod  has  been  very  cdd.  lliere  is  not  tfao 
least  appearance  .ofTCgetation  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
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Observations  on  Diseases  tU  RichwumJL 

The  prevailing  diseases  have  been  Catairhal  iFever  and  Hooping* 
Cough:  which  kst  complvni  has  frequently  had  a  &tal  temunation.  A 
case  of  Hysteria  with  anotnalous  and  aggravated  symptoms  was  speedilj 
cured  by  active  pui|pu^  The  other  cases  under  treatment  wereAnft* 
iarca,  Hypocboodriaais^  Obstipatii^  phthiais  Pdmooalis,  and  Pddagra. 


METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE  FOR  LONDON, 
Fromtke  2Mof  MAIiCff,  tb^the  I9th  of  APRIL,  1919, 
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Register  pfDueaseSf  and  OhervahtmB. 
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^diffntkm;  ^  which  -Tiav  be  too  frivr.l  lo  entrr  uinkr  Muy^SSAmh  xMSS  SSSoS?^\ 


Obsetvaiions  oa  Prevailing  Diseaus* 

The  same  condition  of  the  atmosphere  having  pivvaOed  during  the  kst 
as  In  the  former  period^  nearly  the  same  diseases  are  reported. 

Of  Anasarca  and  Ascites  there  is  a  great  increase  of  cases.  Atthmm  has- 
also  been  very  frequent  and  severe.  Pertussis  (s  spreading;  the  symptoms 
in  many  Instances  are  much  aggravated,  and  have  produced  some  fatal 


S^eral  of  our  Reporters  have,  at  various  periods,  noticed  how  much 
more  frequent  Apoplexy  is  than  formeriy..  In  tl)e  pYesent  month,  there  aie 
idoeteen  cases,  ten  of  which  proved  mortaL  One  of  our  veir  respectable 
correspondents,  Mr.  GaitskeU,  has  mibliahed  ui  tjie  JUpantornV^6L  5, 
p.  ^12;  his  remarks  on  the  tendency  01  London  porter  to  produce  tlJs  aflfeo* 

ti#i.    Thesnl^ect  is  very  in^wtant,  «id  wtHthy  of  scrfousattwitioft  an^ 
^nvest^gabop. 


vo 


Oititncfiim  m  JPreoaSifig  D^Motet. 


.  Tlieiaaeef  JVtoiifWwcrf'ainanciftenq^erqteliabifs.agedrf^ 
1  hjl,  reoeWed  a  wound  on  the  kfi  t^tx^ile..  He  bled  proluiely.  A  week 
fntenreacd  between  the  acddent  and  ithe  jaw  becoming  lodged.  He  was 
Clipped^  a  bnster  appited  to  tne  templeB^  axyi  a  tcnpentine  ghrster  waa 
kijeated^  J^nnbroeatkOOB  of  turpentine  were  uaed  exteniaUy^  and  traeCMre  of 
cpimn  was  finely  exhibited.  He  died  in  three  daya  &am  the  diseate  hmg 
tfgnftrmed.  Tl;«re  waa  onee  a  partial  apemag  of  the  mouth,  but  wh«a 
any  thing  waa  attempted  to  be  put  into  it,  it  became  immediately  dosed. 

A  spedes  of  Catarrh  has  prevailed  in  the  town,  different- iroin  the  ordi- 
nary form*  It  Ina eeromenced  with  the  usual  symptoms;  but  there  haa 
liaen  a  very  considerable  ajSection  of  the  head  attetiduig  it,  with  a  low  pulse, 
and  great  ^yrostration  of  the  muscular  powers.  If  Uie  throat  and  nuces 
wore  axammedy  they  mvariably  presented  a  very  derli  coloured  appear- 
ance. The  immediate  eahibition  of  bark,  wine,  and  other  stimuM,  has  in 
these  cases  produced  a  rapid  amendment  in  the  patient :  but  If  a  lowering' 
ifstem  was  persevered  in>  the  disorder  has  sometunes  assumed  a  typhoid 
ataracter. 

Toe  death  firom  Meianeholia  wtm  by  sdcider 

X  E»ammaiHm€9  po&t  mortem, — 1.  In  liie  sul^ject  of  Tetamm,  ht  the  head 
there  waa  a  strong  adheaion  of  the  dmra  mater  ts  the  skull,  great  turges- 
cence  of  the  vessels^  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  water  la  ttie  ventricles. 
—-9.  One  of  the  cases  of  Rubeola  proved  fatal  firom  the  excessive  ii^imw 
mation  of  the  kngs.  Between  two  and  three  raiU  of  a-  fluid  mixed  with 
csoagulaUe  lymph  #«re  in  the  diUd's  thorax,  vw  pfeura  of  the  hmgs  was 
coTered  with  Ipnph  and  much  thickened,  and  the  substaace  af  the  hmgs 
appeared  unusually  vascular.—^  In  the  case  of  Aytiyftxm  nsticed  above, 
a^bout  six'  ounces  m  blood  were  found  m  the  bram,  chielty  m  tlie  feft  hemis« 
ahetv,  and  coming  from  the  hiteral  ventricle.  The  efieot  of  it*  had  broken 
dowti  the  substance  of  the  brain,  and  some  blood  l»d  got  iututlHi  substaa^ 
of  the  pons  variolii,  and  also  into  the  rij^ht  lateral  ventric^le.  The  arteries 
of  &e  brain  were  much  oesiied.— 4.  In  the  ca^e  of  Jinteriik,  the  intes- 
lines  were  found  very  much  distended  with  air,  agglutinated  i>y  miflTiised 
eoagidahia  lytaiph;  in  many  parts  higldy  milamea,  atidiii  other  parU 
^aqgrenous^  , 


^»r*^8m« 


Monihlji  Friea  of  BvmtrAvoEstmfjhyed  in  Puaamacy, 
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NOTICES  OF  LECTCTRES. 

Dr.  Gra^ytllg  and  Mr.  A.  T.  Thomson  propose  detiverinf  « 
Jbint  Course  o^  Lecture«r  on  Botany  and  Materia  Medita.  —  Mr. 
TfroMSON,  who  wiU  deliver  the  Lectures  on  Botany,  will  commenoe 
kispart  of  the  Course  on  Monday,  the  2ddi  of  May,  and  deliver  a 
Lecture  every  subsequent  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  :  whilst 
Dr*  Graxville.  will  give  his  First  Lecture  on  Materia  Medica  on 
Tnetday,  the  4<th  ai  June,  and  continue  his  part  of  the  Course  eveiy 
Tuesday,  TJutrsday,  and  Saturday,  until  the  whol^  be  completed.— 
Both  parts  of  tb^  Course  will  be  illustrated  by  Experiments,  and  the 
■lost  perfect  Specimens  that  can  be  procured.. —-  For  Particulars, 
aj)ply  to  Dr.  Granville,  Michael's  Place,  BroifiptoA ;  Mr.  Thomson, 
No.  91*^  Slodne  Street ;  or  Mr.  C^ow,  Medical  Books^Uer^  Crown 
Coarty  Princes  Street,  Soho..  J 

Dr.  Squire  will,  on  Tuesday,  May  14th,  begiii  a  Course  of  Lee- 
tare&  dU  tlfe  JMnciples  and  Practice  of  Midwifery;  and  die  Diseases 
of  Women  and.  Children. 

Mr.  Hark  willnve  a  Course  of  Leclturei  eta  the  Elements  of 
Mineralogy  and  Geology,  at  his  house,  N4. 27/  Argyle-street,'on  the 
.97th  instant;  and  continue  them  every  following  Monday  and  Friday 
until  the  Course  4s  concluded. 

MONTHLY  CATALOGUE  OF  BOOKS. 

A  Compiendiu^  of  Medical  Practice,  illustrated  by  interettinff  and 
instructive  cases,  &c.  &c.  By  James  Bedingfield,  Surge9n^  royal  8va 

A  Treatise  on  the  Medicinal  Leech,  including  its  Medidnal 
and  Nirtural  History,  &c.  &c. .  By  J.  R.  J<^son^  M,D.  F;L.S.    8va 

A  Cheinical  Chffiit  or  Tab^e,  exlubiting  an  Elementary  View  of 
Cliemistry,' intended  fortheuse  of  Students  andyoimg  Practttiontfs 
in  Physic,  Bcv.  '  By  'Bobort  Crowe,  Surgeon  in  the  Royal  Navy. 

An  Essay  upon  the  Spontaneous  Evohitioiiof  the  Foetus.  By 
John  Kelly,  M.D. 

1-^-        -  * 1 ■^^.^^.^^^~— ..>— ^fc.— .^       ■  ^       1        .  ■  .  ■-_  -  -J^ 

NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

ThefovQurs  of  Mr.  Sweeting,  Mr.  Robarts,  Mr.  Bladcet, 
Mr.  Clou^,  Mr.  nenning,  Mr.  Brodie,  ^e.  are  received.  * 

Mr.  EdmoadstonV  ComtnuntcaHoH  m  Rabies  came  too  latefoft 
insertion  in  the  prutnt  Number  i  hit  shall  tertuinly  appear  in 
the  next,  '     ' 

In  the  Monthly  Catalogue  of  Ncmt  Books,  A  has  hitherto 
hcev  our  custom^  for  the  information  of  our  ReaderSy  to  print  the 
vamts  of  the  Booksellers  by  whom  they  were  published:  but  the 
Stamp  QMce  hating  given  npttce\  thaty  if  ths  Sooksellers*  Names 
are  added^  every  attsuuincement  of  a  book  will  subject  us  to  the  duty 
on  an  aUdventisenieui^  the 'Emtoslb  beg  letfoe  'to  innbunte  that  th^ 
must  dissontittucjhe^ former  practice. 

.  CaaATA  ia  thA  iMt  Komber. 
Fifef8I  line  4a /or  dttCnxbed  r«air  distended 

*  2S2  *M     t.  fir  anmniiiuitum  read  innominatOBi 
'     *        '  441  y^  Mnlomea  ftvi  duodeaum 
f63 -mm     K /4^  fiORoiUidanff  read  launrtmed 
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I. 

Some  Observattom  on  Cynanche  Laryni^^  illustraied  by  Casa. 
By  Alzxandxe  Fsabsb,  M.D.  Wubech,  Cambridgeshire. 

Ins  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Medico4I)hiixirfncat  Tmaaac* 
tions,  a  case  of  Cynimche  kryngea,  suoceasfuUy  treated,  is 
related,  upon  which  very  judicious  and  interesting  remarks  are 
annexed  by  the  President.  The  subiect  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance ;  and»  as  the  eases  on  record  are  not  very  numerous, 
any  addition  that  can  elucidale  the  pathology  of  this  diseasa 
becomes  valuable.  The  observations  which  I  have  to  ofler, 
arc  the  result  of  rather  an  extennve  experience :  for  within  th» 
last  ten  years  I  have  seen  about  twoity  cases  of  this  formidable 
»alady,  and  hirve  he^rd  of  several  others.  The  local  drcum- 
stances  of  Wisbech  and  its  neighbourhood  satisfactorily  luioouni 
for  the  frequency  of  th^  disease. 

The  vicinity,  for  many  miles  around,  is  an  extenave  flatp 
intersected  in  all  directions  by  ditches  and  drains,  which,  in  the 
winter  «id  spring  months,  are  for  the  most  part  full  of  water. 
In  wet  seasons,  when  much'  rain  has  fallen  cm  the  uplands,  the 
water  descends  in  such  quantities^  that  the  engines  employed 
in  draining  the  country  are  not  equal  t0  discharge  it  into  the 
main  drsins  and  rivtfs;  b^ice  the  waters  accumulate  in  the 
ditches  Mid  reservoirs;  the  necessary  consequence  of  whidb 
is,  especially  when  a  breach  of  bank  takes  place,  that  consider- 
able  portions  of  cultivated  land,  and  sometimes  whole  districts 
are  inundated.  From  this  statement  it  must  appear,  thai  the 
i^icultMral  part  <if  bur  population  b  firequently  exposed, 
during  the  wmVer  and  spring  months,  to  the  operation  ci  cold 
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and  moisture.  Duroig  the  prevalence,  therefore,  of  easterly 
iiv  inds,  and  being  surrounded  by  an  exten^ve  evaporating  sur- 
face, it  is  to  be  expected  that  inflammatory  diseases  of  a  dan- 
gerous  character  should  frequently  occur. 

In  the  winter  of  1S06,  I  was  (lesired  to  visit  a  middle-aged 
man,  by  occupation  a  shepherd,  living  about  twelve  miles  from 
Wisbech :  but  engagements  unfortunately  prevented  me  from 
seeing  him  until  the  following  day.  When  I  arrived,  I  found 
him  dressed  and  sitting  up.  He  sud  he  was  much  better  than 
lie  had  been,  and  conceived  that  my  visit  was  now  unnecessary. 
I  was  informed,  however,  both  by  himself  and  his  usual  medi- 
cal attendant  (who  ^\  as  present),  that  two  days  before,  after  an 
exposure  to  cold,  he  was  seized  with  pain  in  the  throat; 
wliich  was  soon  fcJIowed  by  a  severe  rigor  and  fever,  great  and 
constant  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  a  total  inability  to  swallow. 
He  continued  in  a  state  of  g^reat  agony  and  distress  for  nearly 
forty  hours ;  when,  as  he  said,  he  was  suddenly  relieved ;  and 
he  could  now  breathe  much  easier,  and  swallow  with  tolerable 
facility.  These  happy  results  he  ascribed  to  tl^e  operation  of  a 
blister  to  his  throat,  and  the  inlialation  of  the  steam  of  warm 
water  and  vinegar. 

Notwithstanding  these  flattering  appearances,  this  patient 
seemed  to  me  nearly  in  a  moribund  state ;  his  countenance  was 
livid,  sunk,  and  cadaverous;  his  vcnce  iieeble ;  his  extremities 
oold  and  livid,  and  his  pulse  quick,  smaU,  and  weak.  In  look- 
iftg  into  his  mouth,  I  found  hecoiild  extend  bis  jaws  fidly  ; 
and  I  had  a  complete  vi^w  of  the  internal  parts.  The  tongue 
was  red  and  glossy,  without  a  particle  of  fur ;  whilst  the  tonsils, 
uvula,  and  pnarynx,  were  of  a  dark,  erysipelatous,  red  colour, 
and  not  at  all  swelled.  His  appearance  altogether  was  that  of 
a  person  dying  from  intestinal  inflammation  terminating  in 
gangrene ;  yet  he  had  hud  na  complaint  eithcfr  in  the  stomach 
or  the  bowels. 

After  apprizing  him  of  his  hazardous  situatioui  I  Kcom- 
mended  brandy,  cinchona,  and  sulphuric  acid :  but  I  learned 
afterwards  from  his  Apothecary,  that  no  re-actbn,  no  heat, 
was  produced ;  and  that  he  died  in  less  tlian  twenty-four  hours 
from  the  time  I  saw  him. 

About  two  years  afler  the  occurrence  of  the  last  case,  I  was 
called  in  to  another,  similar  in  almost  every  particular,  and  ter- 
minating in  the  same  manner ;  and  am  induced  to  think  that 
cynanche  larynsea  does,  in  some  violent  cases,  terminate  in 
•gangrene  extending  probably  into  die  lun^.  This,  however, 
is  merely  conjecture;  as  I  nave  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
inspecting  the  parts  after  death.  The  very  partial  admission 
of  the  vivifying  principle  derive<j  from  tbie  atmosphere  by  in* 
spiration,  and  the  retention  of  a  dplet^rioua  prindjde  thrown  off 
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by  expiration  during  this  period,  when'  the  portal  of  life  is 
nearly  closed,  may  account  wi  the  effects  above  deairibed.  But 
I  do  n6t  mean  to  ehier  upon  this  exWnsiVie  field  of  theory. 

The  tiird  caseof  cynahche  larj^ngea  tihaH  occurr^  to  roe, 
was  in  a  cow-man^  Irv'iAj^  about  two  miles  from  Wisb6ch.  I 
•was  requested  to  visJt  him  in  the  night-titn6 ;  and  l^arrted,  that 
he  had  been  attacked  with  paitf  in  his  throat,  rigor,  and  fever, 
two  daVs  before.  He  was  now  in  the  last  extremity;  his 
coimte^nee  was  swollen  and  livid ;  his  eyes  protruding  and 
rollings  his  voice  raucous  and  indistinct;  ana  his  breathing 
indicating  tlie  sjpeedy  approach  of  sufibeation.  Hi^  throat  had. 
been  blistered ;  and  he  had  both  used  gargles,  anct  inhaled  the 
vapour  of  tinegar  and  watSftr.*  Blbnchotomy  was  the  only  ex- 
pedient thirt  couM  proAis^'reliiif  in  this  cas4;  but  in  my  cir- 
cumstances I  could  noie  pH^ixJse  it.  ^  Witfi  that  sympathy, 
which  every  one  must  few  wfib  yieWs  this  frightful  malady 
without  being  able  to  reliieve  it,  I  left  my  poor  patient,  who 
€X{Hred  in  about  three' houk^  aftenw^aitis. 

In  a  few  days  afterwi&rds,  a;  fourth^  dase  occurred,  the 
subject  of  which  was  a  drover,  who  had  betn  exposed  to 
cold  on  the  outside  of  the  mail-coach'  ifetikfning  frorti*  London. 
He  had  been  three  or  four  days  ill  when  1 1^^  nitii.  He  com^ 
plained  of  p£un  in  the  throat ;  and  had  rigot^s  and  pyrexia ; 
deglutition  was  not  totally  obstructed,  lidrwas  his  breatning  so 
Tt^ry  laborious  as  in  the  preceding  case.  H^  coughfed,  only, 
when  he  attempted  to  swallow ;  he  dbiild  extend  his  jaws,  and 
protrude  his  tdngue,  which  was  rf  Htd*  furred;  There  was  no 
enlargement  of  the  tonsils,  or  dvula;  but  on  pressing  the 
tongue  downwards  and  forward^^  to  look  as  far  as  possible  into 
the  throat,  the  epglottis,  which  ik>de  fxS  trahneht*  view,  appeared 
very  red,  and  enlarged  to  the  size  of  a  moderately-sized  cherry. 
This  man  was  not  bled  at  the  commencement  of  his  disease; 
but  he  had  been  purged  freely,  and  his  throat  had  been  blis- 
tered and  diligeiidy  gargled.  I  directed  a  lar^e  blister  to  he 
applied  to  his  ch^t ;  and  that  he  should  take  mto  his  mouth, 
every  hour  or  t^^o,  a  poWder  consisting  of  borax  and  sugai^, 
with  half  a  grain  of  tartarized  antimony.  I  tliought  him  too 
much  exhausted  and  fceUe  to  be  bled  at  that  period,  when  sup- 

Euration  had  probably  taken  ])lace  in  the  larynx.  This  man 
ved  three  days  after  my  visit. 
Finding  that  these  four  cases^  aiM  some  others  thatoccurred 
about  the  same  time,  were  considered  by  somie  of  my  medical 
brethren  as  fatsd  cases  of  cynahche  tonsillaris,  or  cynanche 
trachealis,  I  took  frequent'  occasion  to  point  out  what  I 
conceived  to  be  the  chiaracteristic  differences  of  this  fonir  of 
cynanche.;  which  was  evidently  produced  by  inflammation  of 
die  epiglottis  or  rima  glottidis,  or  most  probably  of  both  of  these 

3n2 
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jfMirts.  It  differed  from  eynanche  tonsillaris  in  this :  that  the 
lawB  could  i)e  fully  extended,  and  the  tongue  protruded ;  that 
little  or  no  swdling  and  inflanmiation  appeared  in  the  tonsik 
and  uvula ;  in  the  pmence  of  pain  lower  down  in  the  throat ; 
and  more  particularljr  in  the  alarmbg  difficulty  of  breathing, 
threatening  and  terminating  in  suffocation.  The  disease  couH 
also  readily  be  distinguished  from  eynanche  trachealis,  by  its 
oommendn|;,  in  every  instance  that  had  hitherto  occurred, 
with  pain  m  the  throat,  ibllowed  by  rigors ;  by  difficulty,  or 
totid  inability  to  swallow,  and  by  the  absence  of  clangorous 
cough,  in  what  may  be  termed  the  inflammatory  stage.  When 
eynanche  laryngea  terminates  in  suppuration,  tlie  iSfficulty  of 
fiwallowing  and  pain  are  fpxBldv  alleviated :  but  I  have  observed^ 
jon^more  than  one  occasim,  that,  after  the  act  of  deglutition,  a 
yioknt  and  suffocating  cough  is  excited,  followed  by  a  copious 
expectoration  o£  glary,  purulent  matter. 

The  nature  and  lormidaUe  character  of  this  disease  being 
now  in  some  measure  laid  open  to  us,  I  determined,  when  aa 
^jqwrtunity  presented,  tp  depend  chiefly  on  the  free  and  early 
use  of  the  lancet. 

In  the  winter  of  1808,  a  medical  friend  of  mine,  who  at 
that  time  had  charge  of  the  poor  of  this'  populous  paiisfa,  re- 

Sueeted  me  to  yiat  a  woman  whom  he  had  just  left^  and  who, 
e  conceived,  was  labouring  under  the  affection  upon  the  na* 
ture  of  which  we  had  so  frequently  conversed.  We  imnie- 
idiately  visited  her.  She  was  a. tall  spare  woman,  about  forty 
years  of  age,  had  been  exposed  to  cold,  and  had  felt  for  some 
time  a  pain  in  her  throat.  She  was  seized  a  few  hours  before 
we  saw  ner,  whilst  in  bed,  with  a  severe  chill  fit,  followed  by  fever* 
She  was,  however,  now  sitting  up,  and  was  dressed,  l)ecause^ 
as  she  said,  she  could  not  lie  in  bed.  Her  respiration  was  very 
laborious,  her  voice  hoarse  and  indisdnct,  and  she  felt  pain  in 
the  throat,  as  if  a  rope  was  tightly  bound  round  it.  Her  pulse 
was  quick  and  feeble.  We  looked  into  her  mouth ;  she  could 
extend  her  jaws  and  thrust  out  her  tongue  with  ease^  The 
tonsils,  uviua,  and  pharynx  presented  a  dark  red  appearance; 
but  were  not  swelled ;  ner  tongue  was  but  little  furred ;  her 
countenance  was  livid  and  swollen ;  and  her  eyes  suffased  with 
blood,  and  protruding.  The  attempt  to  swallow  produced  ex« 
cruciating  pain,  and  was  altogether  ineffectual. 

This  was  a  case  of  pure  eynanche  lany  Qgea ;  and  if  bleed- 
ing could  save  our  patient,  we  nad  a  fair  opportunity  of  putting 
its  efficacy  to  the  test,  the  disease  having  only  commenced  appa- 
rently a  ^w  hours  previous  to  our  viat  Our  patient  was  tlierc- 
fore  Died  to  the  amount  of  nxteen  ounces :  she  breathed  easier^ 
and  was  able  to  swallow  some  water  immediately  afterwards,  but 
not  without  pain  and  coughing.  An  active  saline  purgative, 
was  now  prescribed,  with  nauseatmg  doses  of  antimony,  and  a 
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Uiflter 'wlis  applied  to  her  chest.  Several  hours  afterwards  the 
diflBculty  of  breathing  and  swallowing  having  greatly  increased^ 
a  second  copious  bleeding,  very  judiciously  practised  by 
her  usual  medical  attendant,  agun  greatly  relieved  her.  The 
dangerous  symptoms  speedily  vanished,  and  she  recovered  pc»v 
iecUy  in  a  very  short  time.  The  success  attending  this  case  ill 
a  great  measure  determined  our  future  practice. 

In  the  short  space  of  three  months  in  the  spring  of  1809, 1 
saw  six  cases  terminate  favourably  by  pursuing  a  plan  nearly 
similar  to  that  just  mentioned.  About  this  time  also  I  was 
called  to  a  man,  a  smidl  farmer,  evidently  labouring  under  this 
disease,  who  had  no  regular  medical  attendant  I  recom* 
mended  copious  venesection,  as  he  was  a  powerful  man  in  the 
vigour  ci  life.'  A  feeble  attempt  was  maae  to  bleed  him  after 
I  kft  him,  but  only  a  few  ounces  were  abstracted ;  Misters  and 
other  means  were  used,  but  ineffiectually,  and  he  died  after 
forty^eigbt  hours  of  exquiate  suffering,  in  the  act  of  walking 
about  in  the  open  air. 

Sir  Gilbert  Blane*  mentions  a  variety  of  cynanche  laryngea, 
consisting  in  chronic  inflammation  and  suppuration,  three  cases 
of  which  iiad  a  fatal  termination. 

In  the  spring  of  1'809  I  was  called  in  to  a  farmer^s  wife, 
about  forty-%ve  years  of  age,  and  of  a  robust  constitution,  who 
was  attacked  with  cynanehe  laryngea  in  its  most  acute  and 
formidable  form.  Slie  was  bled  twice  very  freely,  blistered  on 
the  chest  and  baek,  and  frequently  took  tartarized  antimony, 
so  as  to  produce  full  vomiting.  Tnis  cose  terminated  in  sup- 
puration ;  and,  after  the  di£^ulty  of  breathing  and  swallowing 
were  subdued,  she  remained  for  about  a  month  in  a  verv 
doubtful  state,  became  much  emaciated,  had  regular  hectic 
exacerbations,  and  expectorated  very  larscly  purulent  matter, 
emeciaU v  by  coughing,  brought-  on  by  the  act  of  deglutiticm. 
She  finally  recovered,  iad  is  now  in  good  health. 

In  1814  I  was  early  consulted  in  another  case,  somewhat 
similar,  but  different  in  its  terraihation.  The  patient  was  a 
woman  upwards  of  sixty  years  of  age,  of  a  feeble  nabit  of  body. 
She  was  bled  only  once,  out  with  great  relief  to  the  breath- 
ing. The  first  efforts  to  swallow  were  always  succeeded  by  a 
violent  fit  of  coughinff,  attended  by  «.  copious  discharge  of 
matter ;  and  although  ror  some  davs  I  had  great  hopes  of  her 
recovery,  she  died  upon  the  twelftn  day,  wim  symptoms  of  ef- 
fusion m  the  chest. 

The  last  case  of  this  disease,  which  came  under  my  obser- 
vation, occurred  in  a  healdiy  young  fanner.  He  had  come*  to 
market  on  a  coM,  dear  day,  in  November  1814,  thinly 
cloathed,  and  without  a  great  coat ;  and  rode  home  in'  the 
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evening,  a  dlstafnce  of  about  seven  miles.  Ahhotigh  he  TcSe 
fast,  jet  he  cooM  not  keep  himself  warm,  and  was  seized  with 
a  severe  rigor  when  he  got  home.  He  also  feh  liis  tliroot  tore, 
and  had  mueh  fever,  with  difficult  respiration ;  and,  soon  after 
he  went  to  hcd^  his  breatlnng  grow  more  and  more  laborious ; 
he  beeame  alarmed,  and  sent  oefore  day-light  for  a  ^oung  me- 
dical friend  of  inifne,  who  bled  him,  andf  Apphed  a  bhster  to  his 
throat.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  aceompanied  my 
friend  to  visit  him.  This  was  as  alarming  a  case  as  any  I  had 
hitherto  witnessed  hi  the  early  stc^  of  tiie  disease.  Our  pa^ 
tient  was  unettonafiottly  restless,  and  constantly  calling  out,  as 
Well  as  he  conld,  theft  he  diould  be  suffocated.  His  pulse  was 
quick,  but  not  full.  He  was  agun  bled  in  both  arms  to  a  very 
considerable  extent,  which  materially  relieved  him ;  and  before 
we  left  his  room  lie  pould  swallow,  which  he  had  not  been  pre- 
viously able  to  do  fpr  o^y  hours,  aiid  his  breathing  was  much 
relieved.  A  purging  draught  and  large  blister  for  the  chest 
were  then  ordferea ;  ^and  a  powder  to  be  t^ken  every  hour,  or 
e\Try  two  hours,  containing  borax,  sugar,  and  tartarizcd  anti* 
mony ,  was  directed  to  be  laid  upon  the  tongue,  and  gradually 
swallowed  as  it  dissolved.  Thus  powder  produced  frequent 
nausea  and  retelling  during  the  fiight.  The  tte^t  morning  we 
jioutid  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  every  othei*  bad  5)*mptom 
almost  gone;  ana  in  a  day  or  two  he  was  attending  fiis  ustiai 
occupations.       ^ 

Such  is  the  hasty  and  irregular  sketch-  of  my  experience  iit 
this  formidable  disease.  Of  the  twenty  cases  in  which  I  have 
been  more  or  less  concerned,  six  died,  and  the  rest  recovered. 
If  I  should  have  to  encounter  titc  disease  again,  I  will  not  di- 
rect tlie  application  of  blisters  to  the  throat,  but  substitute 
leeches  in  their  place.  My  principal  dependence  is  on  copious 
and  reiterated  venesection ;  at  the  same  time  employing  large 
blisters  to  the  chest  and  between  the  shoulders,  and  exhibiting 
nauseating  doses  of  emetic  tartar  combined  with  some  neutral 
salt.    . 


II. 

Cases  tllustrcUive  of  the  Oood  Effects  of  BloodJetting  in  Epu 
kpsv.  By  W.  Sweeting,  F.  L.  S.  Member  of  the  Royal 
CdDege  of  Surgeons^  London,  &c.  Wells,  Somersetshure, 

T^KEE  arc  no  persons  in  any  department  of  life  more  sulv 
ject  to  trials  and  vexation,  in  the  execution  of  their  several 
duties,  than  Medical  Practitioners.  They  are  subject  to  the 
whim  and  caprice  of  every  class  of  patients:  ana  it  too  fine^ 


Sweeting  an  the  good  EffecU  of  BloodJeUing  in  Epilepsy.  4Sd 


£ 


quendy  occurs,  that  the  most  illiterate  pauper  sits  in  judgment 
upon,  and,  full  of  £)nd  conceit  in  his  own  fancied  superiority, 
condemns  their  practice ;  because,  perchance,  it  is  opposed  to 
rejudices,  which  time  has  in  his  view  estflhlished  as  a  law, 
ike  that  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  fixed  and  unalterable. 
Whilst  these  things  serve  to  annoy;  the  carelessness,  inat- 
tention, and  neglect  of  their  advice,  too  prevalent  amongst 
persons  of  every  rank,  really  mortify  and  (J(fflict  them.  The 
conduct  of  many  individuals  almost  tempts  us  to  suspect  that 
their  Jlrst  object  is  to  procure  advice,  and  the  next  to  disre- 
gard It. 

However  lightly  such  conduct  may  be  esteemed  by  many, 
it  will  be  found,  upon  a  little  reflection,  to  be  both  unfust  and 
crt/e/ towards  the  practitioner :  unjust,  as  being  injurious  to 
his  reputation,  by  which  he  can  alone  hope  ultimateiyr  to  suc- 
ceed in  his  profession :  for  every  instance  of  failure  is  readily 
diarged  upon  him ;  whereas,  it  the  real  state  of  the  case  were 
full)r  known,  the  opprobrium  would  be  fastened  on  the  patient 
or  \)i%  friends :'  and  cruet,  o&  it  trifles  with  his  feelings ;  which, 
far  from  being  blunted  by  a  constant  intercourse  with  scenes  ot* 
distress  and  misery,  as  is  generally  supposed,  are,  I  believe,  in 
many  instances, rendered  doubly  sensible,  by  a  continual  anxiety 
for  the  welfare  of  the  persons  who  may  be  committed  to  his 
care. 

Nearly  allied  to  neglect,  is  obstc.iojcy ;  which  has  probably 
proved  destructive  in  a  much  larger  proportion. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  be  too  strongly  impressed  upon  the 
mind  of  every  man,  that  a  relative  duty,  independent  of  a  r^ 
gard  to  his  own  welfare,  exists  between  the  patient  and  his 
medical  adviser ;  for  whilst  it  is  incumbent  on  the  one  to  exert 
himself  to  the  very  utmost  of  his  abilities  for  the  benefit  of  hii 
patient— it  is  no  less  the  bounden  duty  of  the  former  strictly 
and  implicitly  to  follow  the  advice,  and  comply  witli  the  wishes 
of  the  latter,  as  far  as  reason  and  experience  sanction  his  opinion 
and  practice. 

These  thoughts  were  suggested  by  the  perusal  of  the  fatal 
^*  Case  of  Apoplexy  supervening  on  Epileptic  Convulsions,* 
as  recorded  In  die  Repository  for  January  last.  The  previous 
history  of  this  case,  togethei"  with  the  diss^tion,  illustrate  the 
importance  of  the  preceding  observations.  It  is  mote  tlmu 
probably,  that,  had  the  prompt  and  decided  measures  recom- 
mended by  the  Gentleman'^s  Medical  Attendant  been  adcpted 
in  the  early  stage  of  his  complaint,  the. awful  consequences 
which  ensued  would  have  been  averted. 

In  corroboration  of  this  opinion,  I  am  induced  to  publish 
the  following  cases,  the  first  of  which  resembles  that  of  Mr. 
F.  as  nearly  as  possible : 
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Case  I. 

On  the  12th  of  January  1818,  at  half-past  eight  in  the 
morning,  I  was  requested  to  visit  William  Bendal,  who  was 
represented  to  me  to  be  in  a  dying  state.  He  was  dSi  years  of 
age;  set  made;  short  neck;  dark  complexion;  addicted  to 
oocaaonal  intoxication ;  and  usually  employeci  in  agricultural 
pursuits. 

After  passing  a  very  resdess  night,  often  getting  put  of  bed 
in  pursuit  of  some  imaginary  object,  and  talking  very  incohe- 
rently, as  in  delirium,  he  was  seized  at  eight  o^cloctc  with  a 
violent  convulsion,  which  lasted  a  few  minutes.  Upon  my  ar- 
rival, I  found  him  recovering  from  the  violence  of  the  paroxysm. 
He  was  lying  in  a  comatose  state,  breathing  stertorously^  and 
foaming  at  the  mouth.  The  pulse  was  very  full  and  hard,- 
beating  100  in  a  minute;  the  determination  of-  blood  to  the 
head  was  very  great ;  the  carotid  arteries  throbbed  violently ; 
and  the  face  was  of  a  deep  purple  hue. 

I  took  from  him  twenty-four  ounces  of  blood,  by  measure^ 
by  a  large  orifice. 

The  Weeding  relieved  and  revived  him :  he  was  in  a  short 
time  sufficiendy  sensible  to  point  to  the  head,  as  the  chief  seat 
of  his  pain.  I  ordered  cold  applications  over  the  whole  head, 
and  a  powerful  dose  of  purgative  medicine. 

At  half-past  ten  he  was,  seized  with  a  second  attack*  Being 
ftom  home  when  the  messenger  who  was  sent  for  me  came  to 
my  house,  I  did  not  see  him  until  eleven ;  when  lie  bad  sunk 
into  a  comatose  state,  the  heart  and  arteries  acting  powerfully. 
I  bad  recourse  to  the  lancet,  and  removed  anower  basin  of 
blood,  containing  twenty-four  fluid  ounces.  He  again  revived. 
Having  given  directions  for  his  management,  I  left  him ;  but 
had  scarcely  reached  the  door,  when  I  was  recalled, 'the  fit 
having  recurred.  I  had  now  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 
paroxysm  through  all  its  stages :  its  nature  was  too  obvious  to 
De  mistaken.  The  countenance  was  suffused  with  blood ;  thp 
veins  of  the  neck,  head,  and  arms,  distended  almost  to  bursting. 
As  soon  as  the  violence  of  tl^e  convulsion  had  subsided,  I  re^ 
moved  the  bandage  from  the  arm  in  which  he  had  been  bled 
a  few  minutes  before,  caused  the  blood  to  flow  afresh,  and  at 
the  same  time  opened  a  vein  in  the  other  arm.  The  puke  wa» 
full  and  hard,  as  if  no  blood  had  been  taken  away.  • 

Thirty-two  ounces  were  rapidly  abstracted ;  the  pulf^e  sank ; 
be  again  revived ;  and  after  a  short  time  fell  into  a  couiato^ 
state  for  half  an  hour. 

Ordered  a  purgative  enema.,  and  a  powerful  nercurijj  ca- 
thartic. 

Half-past  four  P.  M. — ^Another  paroxysm  had  occurred,  but 
.  with  dinunished  violence,  succeeded  by  coma,  as  usual ;  and  Uie' 
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pulse  full  and  hard.  Sixteen  ounc!ie»  of  blood  were  taken  awajr : 
partial  synoqpe  dupervened,  -which  q^uickly  passed  upon. his 
taking  a  little  cold  water,  and  being  spnnklea  with  it  Upon  his 
revival,  he  sunk' into  a  gentle  slumber,  perfectly  free  from  atertor. 

Ordered  |in  ounce  of  the  solution  (^  sulphate  of  magaosam 
every  hoor^  until  the  bowels  should  be  freely  opened. 

Eight  o^clock  P.M. — ^No  recurrence  of  Uie  coAvuLnoti  ha^ 
taken  place ;  gives  rational  answers  to  any  questions  proposed 
to  him ;  still  comatose ;  complains  of  pain  in  the  head ;  b€r#ela 
not  yet  opened. 

Repeat  the  purgative,  and  apply  a  large  Ulster  e^ep  tbd 
whole  head. 

January  13. — He  has  passed  a  quiet  night,  with  scniS^  re- 
freshing sleep ;  the  boweb  have  beei>  freehr  evacuate ;  com^ 
plains  of  a  slight  pmn  in  the  head ;  puke  SO,  rather  f uU,  bul 
soft;  finds  himself  weak;  bis  inteluDcta  perleetly  dear;  »« 
perienccs  a  sense  of  debility,  or  rather  inability  to  use  his  HariM^ 
m  consequence  of  the  vicrfenoe  o£  the  convulsion,  rather  than 
any  paralytic  affection.  He  articulates  clearly ;  die  orgaaa  of 
vision  and  hearing  are  ii>  no  wise  Impaired. 

Absolute  rest  and  quietjide  Were  enjoined.  He  was  onderedl 
to  subsist  on  tea,^  gruel,  &c.  and  to  take  a  febrifuge  nedidna 
every  fi^irth  hour. 

This  plan  of  treatment,  togethei^  with  a  strict  aittention  to 
the  state  of  the  boweli^  was  persevered  in  for  the  space  of  a 
fortn^ht ;  anfd  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  he  t«turned  to  has 
qoeustomed  labour. 

Previously  to  ihi»  illness,  he  had  enjoyed  a  good  state  of 
health,  and  niever  before  had  any  aCtaek  crt  the  kind. 

Unusufid  exertiim  Waa  the  exeitiiig  cause  of  his  daaorder. 
About  9  Ic^night  befiwe  he  was  attacHed,  he  had  fiittowed  the 
hounds  elif  foot  for  several  hours  in  the  di^ :  after  wUdt,  ha 
complained  of  a  paki  in  the  head,  a  tlunobbing  at  tfaeF  templesii 
accompanied  with  giddiness,  nausea,  dimness  of  fflght,  and  a 
,  sense  of  oipfteBBioB  at  the  iweeordia,  oceasioiiinff  a  mfficulty  of 
breathing.  Hoping  that  toese  symptoms  wOuM  soon  pais^  he 
did  not  think  of  iqpplyWig  fev  mratci^astt^tanoe;  Aeooose* 
quences  were  wfaaf  has  been  described. 

The  exciting  eause  and  subsequent  sympknns  dusfiaj  m 
stiiking  nmikuribf  between  Mr.  F.'s  case,  and  thal^f  BendidTs^ 
and  there  ia  every  reason  to  fear  lliat  the  resuit  would  hava 
been  eoually  fatali  had  not  the  aiost  energetic  measured  been 
adcmteo. 

He  is  al  tins  time  (April  Mi)  perfectly  wdl^  havtiig  exp^ 
rienced  no  inconvenience  from  the  attadc,  or  Buffered  mm  the 
|rreat  lossofUood  (ninety^x  ounces)  abitractfed  wkhia  the 
sbcKt  l^aoe  of  eight  hours. 

-  ^  VOL,  v.— MO,  30.  So 
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Case  ll. 

— —  H«— — ,  Esq.  who  had  been  long  ill  iki  ooneeqaence  ef 
a  diseased  liver  and  stomach,  in  the  month  of  December  1815, 
without  experiencing  any  increase  of  the  symptoms  of  his  dis-^ 
case,  awoke  suddenly  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  with  a  di&> 
tresang  nausea,  which  was  succeeded  by  a  discharge  of  a  wash- 
hand  bason  full  of  florid  blood,  by  vomiting.  He  was  much 
debilitated  by  this  loss,  but  at  length  attainea  bis  usual  state  of 
health.  ; 

Having  been  under  the  care  of  the  faculty  at  Bath  and 
Cheltenham,  he  determined  to  place  himself  again  under  tlieir 
guidance,  and  was  on  his  road  to  Bath  for  that  purpose. 

He  anrired  at  Wells  on  the  8d  of  January  1816,  about 
six  oVlock  in  the  evening,  in  hi^h  spirits,  ana  sat  down  to 
dmner,  of  which  he  partook  with  a  good  appetite.  In  the: 
midst  of  the  meal,  however,  he  was  seized  with  a  fit,  and  felt 
from  his  chair.  I  was  immediately  sent  for,  and  found  hin» 
recovering,  cppartntly,  from  a  fainting  fit.  On  seeins  himself 
surrounded  by  strangers,  he  was  considerably  agitated ;  but  in 
a  short  time  became  more  calm*.  As  I  was  m  Sie  act  of  admi^ 
nisteiing  some  medicine  I  had  brought  with  me,  he  was  seized 
with  the  most  violent  ejnleptic  convulsion  I  ever  remember  ta 
have  witnessed,  the  temporal  arteries  beating  vi<dently ;  and 
the  CDcmtenance  previously  pallid,  by  the  effects  of  disease^' 
becoming  very  red,  with  a  general  tumefaction  of  the  features, 
evidently  indicated  great  ^termination  of  blood  to  the  head. 
As  I  was  on  the  point  of  bleeding  him,  my  friend  Dr.  Carnegie, 
of  this  city,  who  had  Been  called  in,  amved,  and  uiged  the 
immediate  prosecution  of  the  operation.  Accordingly,  a  veiiv 
was  opened,  and  twenty  ounces  of  blood  abstractectby  a  hum 
orifice.  He  was  now  sunk  into  a  comatose  state ;  fiom  whid, 
in  about  ten  minutes,  he  reoovered,  and  became  ooUected,  bnt 
was  unable  to  give  any  mformation  respecting  the  seat  ef  his 
pain. 

The  arm  had  been  «caicely  tied  up^  when  he  was  again- 
dreadfully  agitated,  as  by  an  universal  8f>asm ;  and,  like  a  per- 
son under  the  influence  of  insanity,  attempt^  to  teu*  himself 
from  the  hands  of  his  attendants :  this  was  followed  by  another 
paroxysm,  move  violent  than  die  former.  As.  soon  as  the  coin 
▼ubion  had  suboded,  he  again  sunk  into  a  comatose  state, 
breathing  stertorously  a»  in  apoplexy.  The  bandage  was  re- 
moved  trom  the  arm,  and  another  vein  opened,  by  which  a 
further  quantity  (twenty  ounces)  of  blood  was  takes  away. 
The  pulse,  before  hard  and  full,  was  gradually  reduced,  and 
tfao  breathing  fireed  from  oppression. 

.    On  reeoverin^  from  the  coma,  he  displayed  a  restlessness  of 
the  most  distressmg  kind*   He  appeased  to  be  in  ei^trane  painty 
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tmt 'was  unflhle  to  direct  us  to  the  seat  of  it  At  one  fime  he 
sat.dowDy  as  if  in  quest  of  ease  from  that  position-— then  threw 
himself  on  the  floor  in  an  agony— >tben,  starting  up,  walked 
^th  the  rapid  and  unequal  step  of  a  poor  maniac  up  and  down 
the  room,  attempting  to  beat  his  head  i^iinst  the  wall;  from, 
which  he  was  witn  dimcultj  prevented  by  his  attendants.-^They 
who  have  ever  seen  a  person  writhing  under  the.  agonies  pro- 
duced by  the  passage  ot  a  large  gall-stone  through  the  ducti^ 
or  of  a  calculus  through  the  ureter^  can  best  form  an  idea  of 
the  restlessness  and  distress  of  this  gentleman.  I  was  so  much 
struck  with  the  similarity  of  the  symptoms^  that,  for  the  tirae^ 
I  could  not  help  suspecting  that'^aH-stones  were  actually  pass^ 
ing  through  the  ducts ;  which  suspicion  was  probably  excited,  as  I 
had  learnt  that  Mr.  H.  had  suffered  from  a  disease  of  the  liver;. 

At  length  he  became  more  sensible,  and  informed  us  that 
he  sufferea  dreadfully  in  his  head.  The  colour  of  the  face  was 
m  dark-red  or  purple :  it  was  determined,  therefore,  to  open  the 
temporal  artery,  and  cup  him  at  the  nape  of  the  neck ;  by 
which  we  calculated  that  ne  lost  twentv  ounces  of  blood.  The 
remedies  employed,  although  powerful,  were  imperiously  called 
i0r,and  were  happily  crowned  with  the  desired  effect.  Tne  pain 
in  the  head  wasTclieved;  and  although  exhausted,  as  well  by  the 
convulsions  as  by  the  remedies,  our  patient  was  tolerably  com- 
fortable. He  had  not,  howeyer,  the  most  distant  recollection 
of  what  had  transpired  during  an  interval  of  two  hours  and  a 
half  from  the  commencement  of  the  fits. 

Upon  inquiry  regarding  the  state  of  the  bowels,  we  learnt 
that  no  evacuation  nad  been  procured  for  the  last  three  days : 
the  reason  of  which  was,  that  M  r.  H.  had  been  in  the  daily  expect- 
atioD  of  mins  to  Bath ;  but,  being  disappcunted  from  day  to' 
day,  had  ne^ected  to  take  die  medicines  wbich  bad  been  pre^ 
scnbed  for  the  purpose  of  keepiag  the  bowels  in  a  r^ular  state, 
bdng  afraid  of  travelling  under  the  influence  of  aperient  medi* 
one.  To.  the  constipated  state  of  the  bowels,  added  to  thg 
tenctency  which  traveuii^g  in  a  close  carriage  has  to  determine 
the  blood  to  die  head,  may  beattiibuteathe  attatskherercK 
corded. 

Mr.  H.  was  ordered  to  take  immediately  a  pill  composed  of 
calomel  and  cathartic  extract,  of  each  ten  grains^  to  be  roUowed 
up  by  a  saline  purgative  every  two  hours,  until  the  bowd^ 
Aoula  be  fully  and  freely  opened. 

11  P.M.— Our  patient  naving  repaired  to  his  bed,  and 
having  taken  a  litde  tea,  -fell  asleep.  This  sleep  was  tranquil 
and  refreshing,  accompanied  with  a  warm  perspiration  ov«r  the 
surfiioe  of  the  body,  lie  is  now  perfecdy  finw  fima  pain  in  tht 
Jiead ;  but  the  bowels  are  not  yet  openea. 
.Repeat  the  catbardc. 

3o2 
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.    7be  blood  which  h^d  beea  druvn  was  covi^red  with  a  buty 

Jan.  3d.— Mr.  H*  bad  passed  a  comfortable  ni^t.  The 
bowels  had  been  freely  evacuated  in  the  course, of  uie  night; 
pulse  80«  radier  full,  but  soft  and  yieldinff ;  a  gentle  moistune 
over  the  skin  \  he  is  perfectly  free  from  all  pain  in  the  head. 
On  my  asking  if  he  telt  debditated  from  the  bleeding,  Sra  he 
rej^ied^  that  ne  was  fully  as  strong  as  he  was  before  he  left 

Ordered  saline  medicines,  together  with  rest  and  quietude. 

Bvening.-^He  remained  in  bed  until  towards  the  evening, 
when.he  arose  to  have  his  bed  made.  He  did  not  complain  of 
weakness  or  of  pun. 

Repeat  the  calomel  at  night,  and  the  purgative  mixture  in 
l]ie  morning. 

Nothing;  worthy  of  remark  occurred  on  the  4th.  On  the 
fdlowing  qay  be  fwoceeded  to  Bath,  without  sustaining  any 
injury  from  the  journey. 

Mr.  H.,  a  few  weeks  since,  in  passing  through  Wells,  stopped 
a  ^ort  time  at  the  inn  at  which  he  had  been  detained  by  his 
illness;  and  inform^  his  host,  upon  inquiry  being  made  as  to 
tiie  state  of  bis  hedllh,  **  that  the  practitioners  at  J^ath  were  of 
opinion,  tlial:  tbe  attack  he  had  sustained  was  a  mere  trifle,  and 
induced  only  by  sitting  with  his  back  to  the  fire !  j^  Surely, 
so  unqnaliffed  an  assertion  was  extremely  illiberal ;  and  evi« 
dently  proves  diat  they  were  unacquainted  with  the  real  nature 
pf  the  case  !  Let  the  pxifession  jud^  between  us,  whether  the 
case,  as  represented  in  this  paper,  did  not  require  the.  most  en* 
erotic  treatment ;  and  whether  the  success  attendmg  our  ex« 
.ertiops,  is  iiot  of  itself  a  convincing  proof  of  the  propriety  of 
the  measiu!p.s  which  wefe  adopted* 

Cask  III. 

The  fellpwing  case  of  Epileptic  Convulsions,  which  occurred 
in  an  advanced  stage  of  pregnancy,  and  was  successfully  trfttted 
1^  the  saine  meapS|  is  an  important  addition  to  those  already 
redted. 

On  Saturday,  November  18th,  1815,  I  was  requested  to 
yiflit  Mrs.  W.  C  ■  ,  who  was  awakened  in  the  night  by  severe 
spasms  in  th^  diest,  which  completely  deprived  her  of  the  power 
m  utterance.  She  had  been  frequently  subject  to  this  Joss  of 
yoice  upon  e^qposure  to  cold  ;*  but  never  to  so  great  a  degree  as 
'  pn  the  present  attack. 

In  tfie  eariy  part  of  her  life,  she  had  enjoyed  a  comfortd^ile 
share  of  faealtn,  with  little  interruption,  until  die  ye^r  I80f. 
About  this  time  she  spnuned  her  knee  by  a  fall ;  s^,  dight  iiw 
flammation  of  the  joint  ensued ;  which  was  removed  by  rest, 
leeches,  and  topical  applications :  but  considerable  debOity  of  the 
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jwit  succeeded;  for  which  she  was  advised  to  tjry  the  effect  of 
pamping  on  it  AAer  eniployinjg  ihts  remedy  a  few  days,  sbq 
was  Mt^ed  wiih  severe  ^utsms  in-tl^  chest,  which  obliged  her 
to  desist  From  this  period  her  health  declined ;  she  became 
,  subject  to  hysteria,  And  a  variety  (^  nervous  aflTeoUons,  from 
which  she  was  never  after  free  for  any  great  length  of  time; 
.  on  the  contrary  they  were  increased  by  a  sedentarv  life. 

In  the  year  1813t  at  the  age  o(  32,  she  married,  and  was 
at  tills  time  in  the  last  month  dT  pregnancy  with  her  first  child.  . 
I  gave  her  an  antispasmodic  medicine,  whieli  usually  relieved 
lier, under  the  attack,  and  had  now  the  desired  effect.  In  the 
«venijig,  at  n'me  o^clock,  I  was  sent  for ;  at  which  time  she  was 
seized  with  severe  epileptic  convulnons  :•  and  at  the  same  time 
I  learnt,  that  at  noon  of  the  same  day,  she  had  been  attacked 
with  hysterical  parpxysm& 

The  critical  stat^  fif  my  patient  led  me  to  ve(]uest  the  as- 
sistance of  Dr.  Carnegie.  Snortly  after  his  arrival  she  was 
seized  with  a  second  fit. 

The  contortions  of  the  limbs  were  violent ;  and  although 
naturally  of  a  pak  complexion,  the  countenance,  during  Sye 
,  4X)ntiBuaxioe  of  the  paroxysm,  was  saffiised  with  blood,  whilst 
the  heart  and  arteries  were  acting  powerfully.  She  was  scarcely 
recovered  from  this  attack,  when  a  paroxysm  of  hysteria  suc- 
ceeded. As  soon  as  we  were  aUe  to  keep  the  arm  steady, 
thirty  ounces  of  blood  were  takeil  away  b^  a  large  oriffce ;  afW 
whicli  a  colil  lotion  was  aralied  to  tlieiorehead  and  temples; 
and  a  huge  dose  of  calomel  exhibited,  fcdlowed  by  a  saline  ape- 
rient, repeated  at  short  intervak  until  the  boi^els  should  he 
freely  evacuated. 

At  midnight  the  pulse  was  full,  but  sofl  and  yielding ;  pain 
in  the  head  greatly  relieved ;  no  rctuili  of  the  fit.*  Repeat  the 
aperient 

ISth.— 4  AM.— Our  patient  had  passed  a  tranquil  n^ght, 
and  slept  a  little ;  without  any  tendency  to  a  return  of  the 
convulsions;  the  mecBdne  produced  three  evacuations,  dark, 
slimy,  and  jrighly  cS&m\e.  Pulse  90,  rather  full :  she  does 
jDot  complain  of  debility. 

Repeat  tlie  aperient 

Ordered  to  subsist  on  gruel,  tea,  &c.  &c. 

7  P.M.-^nee  our  last  vi«t,  she  has  had  two  evacuations 
Mnihur  to  those  passed  in  the  night;  the  countenance  b  flushed; 
the  determination  of  blood  to  the  head  increase,  accompanied 
with  much  head-ache,  and  a  sense  of  tension  across  the  foie- 
bead-    Pulse  full,  hard,  100  in  the  minute. 

Repeated  the  venesection ;  hy  which  twenty  omieef  ft 
ViooA  were  abstracted. 

Ordered  a  saline  medicme,  with  small  doses  of  antimony 
every  third  or  fourth  hour. 


406  Original  Cammunicattons. 

Mrs.  C's  recovery  from  this  hour  was  gradual ;  nothing  of 
importance  occurred  m  the  course  of  convalescence  worthy  c€ 
particular  notice ;  no  Valuable  purpose  can  therefore  be  an* 
swered  by  a  minute  detail  of  the  symptoms  which  appeared 
each  day ;— suffice  it  to  say,  that  after  the  second  bleeding  the 
head-ach^  ceased,  togctlier  with  every  symptom  indicative  of  a 
tendency  to  convulsion.  Our  object  now  was  to  restore  the 
tone  01  the  digestive  organs,  which  had  long  been  impaired^ 
and  to  keep  up  a  regular  action  of  tlie  intestinal  canal.  Great 
benefit  was  derived  fVom  the  exhibition  of  small  doses  of  the 
aulphate  of  zinc  in  combination  with  the  extract  of  gentian. 

By  careful  watching,  and  obviating  every  unfavourabfe 
symptom  which  might  at  any  time  appear,  we  had  the  satis* 
faction  of  conducting  her  to  her  full  time,  when  she  was  safely 
delivered,  after  a  labour  of  five  hours,  of  a  fine  child^  without 
the  slightest  tendency  to  convulsion^  twenty-seven  days  after 
the  attack. 

This  is  an  addition  to  the  list  of  fcHtunate  oases^  in  which» 
noti^ithstanding  the  violence  of  the  symptoms,  premature  labour^, 
with  all  its  alarming  conse(]uences,  was  averted,  by  the  decided 
measures  employed ;  and  is  in  no  mean  dcgi'ee  interesting,  in-* 
asmnch  ns  it  affords  further  evidence,  in  confirmation  of  the 

I)ropriety  of  copious  blood-lettinc  in  convulsive  diseases,  in  the 
attcr  months  of  pregnancy,  witnout  being  deterred  by  a  fear 
of  subsequent  debility.  Becent  experience  has  ^mply  shewn, 
thai  even  delicate  women  bear  the  loss  pf  larger  quantities  dt 
blood  better  than  might  have  been,  by  mere  reasoning,  sus- 
pected. Mrs.  C.^s  is  a  case  in  point.  During  her  pregnancy 
fihe  appeared  to  be  in  so  debilitated  a  state,  Uiat  her  friends 
were  fearful  that  she  could  not  live  to  the  full  time  of  gests- 
tion,  or  at  most  survive  her  delivery ;  but  she  suffered  no  iiv 
convenience  from  the  depletion:  and  since  that  time«to  the 
present  date«  has  enjoyea  a  better  state  of  health  than  she 
tiad  experienced  for  many  years  before. 


III. 

JecouiU  of  a  Case  of  Babies  in  a  Dog  cured  by  BkoiJeUtng, 
B1^  Henry  Edmondstok,  A.M.  Surg^n>  Newcastle-on^ 
Tync. 

I  HAVE  great  pleasure  in  presenting  what  I  hope  will  be 
flonadcred  some  important  facts  on  the  subject  ofRabtet  Camna^ 
Had  they  been  deduced  from  my  own  experience^  I  should 
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have  felt  much  less  confidence  in  requestmg  a  place  for  t&em 
ifi  the  Medical  Repository.  But  they  are  the  result  of  observa- 
tions made  by  an  mdividualof  competent  judgment,  unwarped 
by  medical  prejudices  or  speculations,  ^nd  who  has  had  fre- 
<}ueHt  opportunities  of  observing  the  symptoms  of  the  disease 
in  dogs  for  upwards  of  thirty-five  years.  On  their  correctness 
snd  authentiaty,  therefore,  the  most  perfect  reliance  may  be 
placed :  they  were  obligingly  communicated  to  me  through  tlie 
inedium  of  Dr.  Smith. . 

A  gentleman  of  this  neighbourhood,  who  keeps  a  pack  of 
hounds,  was,idarmed,  in  the  month  of  February  1814,  by  the 
appearance  of  disease  in  his  kennel.  One  of  the  hounds  (a 
bitch),  which  had  been  kept  at  quarters*  in  an  adjacent  village, 
was  observed  to  exiiibit  symptoms  of  restlessness  on  going  a 
short  distance  from,  ana  returning  to,  the  kenneL  Slie  was 
gentle  with  her  master  and  the  attendants,  but  bit  several 
of  the  dogs  in  the  kennel,  where  sl^e  liad  been  confined  pre- 
viously to  her  master  observing  these  symptoms. 

It  is  necessary  here  to  state,  that  in  the  beginning  of  De^ 
cember  of  the  preceding  year,  a  fatal  case  of  hydrophobia, 
which  oceurred  in  the  human  subject,  had  occasioned  a  very 

Seat  degree  of  agitation  in  the  Dublic  mind ;  and  a  great  num- 
r  of  dogs  had  m  consequence  oeen  destroyed  by  order  of  the 
itiagistrates.  This  circumstance  led  the  proprietor  of  the 
hounds  to  apprehend  that  rabies  had  found  its  way  into  the 
kenneL  He,  therefore,  immediately  adopted  the  most  decisiv<s 
measures  for  preventing  it  from  spreading  Uirough  the  pack. 
All  those  dogs  which  shewed  marks  of  having  been  uitten,  were 
killed ;  but,  notwithstanding  this  precaution,  in  the  course  of 
about  seven  or  eight  months,  no  less  than  nine  or  ten  hounds 
had  in  succession,  at  different  intervals  of  one  month,  six  weeks, 
and  two  months,  been  attacked  with  rabies.  They  were  all 
confined,  and  kept  apart  from  the  rest ;  and  although  a  variety 
of  remedies^  was  employed,  yet  every  one  of  them  died  of  that 
diseiAse.  It  was  not  till  September  or  October  of  the  same 
year,  that  the  last  case  occurred,  when  it  was  hoped  that  the 
disease  had  been  eradicated  from  the  kennel. 

Twelve  months  afterwards,  in  Septeml)er  1815,  rabies  again 
made  its  appearance,  shortly  after  tne  hounds  had  been  col- 
lected into  the  kennel  from  their  summer  quarters.     They 

*.  For  those  unacquainted  with  the  language  of  the  diase,  it  may 
be  satisfactory  to  know  that  it  is  customary^  during  the  intervals  of 
the  hunting  season^  to  distribute  a  certain  number  of  the  pack  amongsw 
the  fanners  in  the  adjoining  hamlets  or  villages.  The  hounds  are 
then  said  to  be  in  quarter,  or  at  tvalL  A  part  of  them,  however,  is 
accasionally  retained  in  the  kennel  all  the  year. 
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quarrelled  one  night,  and  two  were  very  severely  hiiien^ 
Though  the  owner  conceived  that  the  biting  nng^t  be  in  some 
measure  accidentdl  (pos^^ibly,  from  the  rencounter  of  so  great  * 
number,  some  of  them  strangers),  yet,  calling  to  nnnd  the  mor- 
tafity  of  the  fonner  year,  ne  judged  it  prudent  to  have  these 
two  destnoved.  Not  many  days  elan^ea,  however,  before  a 
bitch  which  had  been  at  walk,  and  wnich  Iiad  hunted  two  or 
three  times  since  her  arrival,  exhibited  unequivocal  symptoms 
of  rabies ;  and  from  this  period  the  disease  continued  as  »  the- 
previous  instance,  showing  itself  amongst  the  dogs,  at  inlcTvads 
of  three,  four,  five,  or  more  weeks,  untfl  last  February.  During 
this  latter  period  of  five  months^  thirteen  of  tlie  pack  had  the 
disease ;  oz'  which  number  ttoel'^e  (together  with  three  pointers} 
died,  and  one  hound  recovered.  ^ 

From  having  sustained  the  loss  of  so  great  a  number  of  va- 
luable hounds,  it  may  well  be  believed  tliat  the  proprietor  wa» 
prepared  to  try  every  means  for  the  preservation  of  tne  remain* 
der ;  and^  as  has  been  already  observed,  various  plans  had  been 
adopted  for  this  purpose,  but  without  succe^.  At  last,  be 
bethought  himselt  of  trying  the  effect  of  blood-letting  in  tlie 
disease ;  and  accordingly  had  several  of  the  hounds,  as  they 
fell  ill,  largely  blooded.  Calomel  and  Jameses  Powders  at  the 
same  time  were  administered,,  and  blisters  applied  to  the  throat, 
.  iBTut  to  his  great  disappointment,  he  found  thaC»  although  the 
bleeding  seemed  to  abate  the  violence  of  the  symptoms,  yet  it 
was  insufficient  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  disease.  This  he 
attributed  to  the  late  period  at  wnich  the  blood-letting  bad4iW 
therto  been  employed ;  and,  therefore,  although  discouraged 
by  repeated  failures,  he  nevertheless  determinea  to  persevere  z 
but,  if  possible,  to  commence  the  use  of  the  remedy  at  a  much 
earlier  stage  of  the  disorder  in  the  next  case  that  should  occur^ 
An  opportunity  .presented  itself  in  January  last.  A  fine  healthy 
dc»;,  six  or  seven  years  iAdy  though  a[^rently  well  the  evening 
before,  was  observed  early  in  tne  morning  to  have  something 
very  peculiar  in  his  manner ;  and  on  tryinjg  him  with  food,  he 
was  tound  derirous  of  eatings  but  unabk  to  swallow.  On  a 
closer  examination,  the  owner  ascertained  that  he  had  all  the 
incipient  characteristic  symptoms  of  rabies.  He  had  him  im* 
meoiatdy  bled  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  any  of  the  others- 
had  been;  in  fact,  the  bleeding  was  continued  until  the  animal 
nesfAj  fainteii  send  fell  down.  Five  grnns  of  calomel,  and  ten 
of  Jameses  Powder^  were  idso  ^en*.    As  he  seemed  fwnt  and* 


^-»" 


*  b  1$;  propor  to  cbsffve  that  the  gw»nral  eiect  of  these  rem»^ 
£e8  war  purrmg,  $Dd  firequ^ntly  vondxbag.  A  mat  <}iuntit)r  of 
ioweraaf  tttl^iir,  likewise^  was  used  in  the  hounds'  otdmary  fbod^ 
to  keep  them  cool  an  A  open;  bat  not  on  the  day  befiMe  huntings 
Ibr  fiear  of  cdd  or  wet 
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inuch  xeduced  by  the  bleeding,  Ue  was  not  blistered  till  the 
evening;  when  a  severe  blister,  reaching  from  the  fore-part  of 
the  throat  to  the  breast  wais  applied.  He  appeared  much  ex-^ 
hausted  by  the  bleeding  and  the  other  j^medies :  but  ^oon, 
however,  regained  his  appetite  and  strengih,  without  the  use  of 
any  more  remedies,  or  the  intervention  of  any  untoward  symp- 
tom. Still  it  was  thouffht  advisable  to  keep  him  chiefly  on  milk 
diet  fdi:  a  week  or  ten  days,  with  very  little,  if  any;  animal  food 
during  thiit  time.  ,      ,  .    ^ 

Two  oth^r  dogs  have  §incd  had  the  disease!  but  unluckily 
it  had  arrived  at  a  more  advanced  stage  before  it  was  detected ; 
and  although  similar  means  were  useo,  they  proved  ihetfeciuat. 

Some  of  those  that  died  were  dissected.  The  throat  and 
suUet  were  found  of  a  dark  red  dolour,  which  about  the  cardia 
became,  as  the  owner  very  emphatically  terms  it,  of  a  gangre- 

■     ■  "■      "  ""         ■       2lled; 


nous  green.  Their  throats^  while  alive,  were'  all  much  Swel 
The  one  that  recovered  appeared  to  have  much  less  of  this  ful- 
ness of  the  throat.  All  of  them  lapped  milk  or  water  very 
readilvt  itideed,  they  evinced  an  eagerness  for  fluids,  and 
woula  often  continue  lapping  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour, 
without  being  able  to  get  a  drop  over.  This  the  prc^etor 
thinks  arose  mm.  inabiht^  to  accomplish  the  movement  of  the 
jaw  necessary  to  deglutition ;  for  he  remarkedj,  tjiat  when  irri-^ 
tated,  they  were  able  enough  to  bite. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  impression  which  remains  on  the  gen- 
tleman^s  mind,  from  what  he  observed,  is,  that,  if  taken  in  time, 
the  disease  in  dogs  is  curable  by  blood-letting :  but  the  great 
difficulty  is  in  ascertaining  its  presence  sufficiently  early. 
Among  his  hounds,  a  dog  was  often,  to  all  appearance,  well 
enough  at  night ;  yet,  by  the  following  morning,  at  the  usual 
honrs  of  fcemng,  the  disease  seemed  to  have  so  established  it- 
self, as  to  defeat  all  the  attempts  mad^  to  cure  it*. 

The  precautions  used  in  administering  the  remedies  were 
simple,  ^asy,  and  efiectual,  and  are  worthy  of  being  generally 
adopted.  The  dog^s  ears  were  cautiously  seized  upon  from 
behmd ;  iind  his  lower  jaw  and  forefeet  were  then  laia  hold  of; 
in  which  condition,  the  mouth  was  easily  opened,  and  the  m&* 
dicines  being  mixed  up  with  butter,  were  placed  apon  the  end 
of  a  stick,  and  pushed  gendy  down  the  toroat    In  otiitt  to 

«^-    ■■■■'■■■  ■■'■■■■  ■  .■■■■ly         .1.^  I  ■ 

^  The  night  here  meantj  eomprehcnds  from  dusk  till  abouC 
ei|^t  or  nine  o'dpck  ne^Lt  morning :  «ia  niay«  therefore,  according 
to  the  season  of  the  year,  vary  from  twelve  to  sixteen  hours ;  a 
space,  which>  though  in  itself  short,  is  of  no  ordinaipr  duration  in 
rabies,  in  which,  wuen  compared  with  inost  other  diseases,  hours 
may  be  said,  without  any  great  departure  from  truth,  to  be  equiva« 
lent  in  itnj^ortante  to  diys.        ^ 
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prevent  licking  or  scratclun^  during  the*  blistering  and  bleeds 
uig,  the  hind  feet  were  tied  together,  and  the  jaws  closely 
strapped.  The  dog  was  then  laid  in  a  comfortable  fitter  of 
straw,  and  chained  to  tlie  wall  with  a  strong  chain,  having  a 
range  of  two  vards,  or  thereabouts.  The  separation  of  Uie 
sick  from  the  nealthy  dogs,  was  effected  by.  putting  a  pair  of 
couples  on  with  two  chains,  and  two  persons,  in  opposite  di- 
rections leading  them  to  prevent  tlieir  biting. 

On  the  foregoing  facts,  which  speak  so  intelligibly  (or  them- 
selves, it  is  quite  needless  for  me  to  ofler  a  single  comment*  I 
shall  tlierefore  content  myself  with  barely  noticing,  that  amongst 
the  many  instructive  inferences  which  tney  suggest,  it  must  to 
every  one  be  a  subject  of  sadsfaction  to  observe,  that  from  an 
analogy  complete  in  all  its  parts,  axid  drawn,  too,  from  tlie 
rery  tribe  of  animals  in  which  rabies  ori^nates,  we  derive  ad« 
didbndi  encouragement  to  persevere  in  the  practice  so  success* 
fully  revived"  by  Hr,  Tynion  and  Dr.  Shoolbred.  The  ne- 
cessity is  enforced  (a  necessity  that  perhaps  can  never  be  too 
strongly  insisted  on)'  of  early  and  plentiful  venesection  in  tlie 
human  subject  when  labouring  unaer  hydrophobia. 


IV. 

Case  of  Hernia  Congenita  Scroialis,   By  Chri^tofiieu  CLoraH, 
Surgeon-Apothecary,  South  Shields* 

On  Tuesday,  Feb.  27,  1816,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.  at  Preston^ 
a  village  about  a  mile  from  North  Shields,  I  visited  Thomas 
Boufflas,  an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Haddon,  ship-owner,  setat.  I85 
and  found  him  labouring  under  strangulated  hernia.  His  mo^ 
ther  informed  me  that  he  was  ruptured  from  his  birth,  but 
never  before  had  comphuned  of  any  inconvenience  from  it. 
He  had  suffered,  she  said,  the  greatest  pain  since  Sunday 
morning,  the  25th  instant,  from  what  she  called  the  windy 
gravel.  On  the  following  morning  she  applied  to  my  assistant^ 
who  gave  something  according  to  ner  direction,  but  did  not  see 
die  patient. 

I  found  him  in  the  most  distressing  condition ;  Iiis  pulse  was 
thread-Uke,  and  so  quick,  it  could  scarcely  be  counted ;  with 
vomiting  and  slight  tension  of  the  abdomen.  I  immediately 
opened  a  vein  in  each  arm,  and  suddenly  abstracted  30  oz.  of 
blood ;  when  his  pulse  became  more  full  and  distinct ;  the 
bleeding  produced  a  complete  syncope.  I  gently  applied  the 
taxis,  witnout  producing  the  least  benefit.  I  then  had  recourse 
to  a  stream  of  cold  water  poured  from  a  tea-kettle  spout,  for  a 
<k>nsiderable  timeii  on  the  tumodr,  and  over  the  region  of  the 
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abdcmen^  mid  agun  repeated  mjr  effi>9to  without  aay 
toge;;  I  therefore  ordered  about  ^sil  ef  strong  shag  tobacco  to 
be  infused  in  a  pint  of  boiling  water,  and  the  iimiaion  to  be 
administered  as  a  glyster  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  cold  appli«. 
cations  to  be  applied  to  the  tumour.  I  left  directions  with 
iny  assistant  to  wait  the  effects  of  the  tobeooo-fflyster.  Al- 
though mo  alteration  during  his  stay  had  been  produced,  yet  he 
thought  the  parent  easier. 

On  the  S6th,  about  6  A.M.  the  patient  was  in  a  most 
alamyng  condition ;  his  pulse  at  the  wnst  scarcely  perceivable; 
there  was  incessant  vomiting;  and  the  int6ffum«its  over  the 
tumour  were  shghtly  discoloured  His  mother  had  omitted  to 
apply  the  cold  applications. 

I  was  satisfied  tliat  nothing  could  save  my  patient  but  the 
ojpcnition  for  strangulated  hernia;  and,  as  soon  as  convenient, 
Fcalled  a  consultation  of  Dr.  Greenhow,  his  son  Mr.  £dwaid 
Greenhow,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Trotter,  a  Surgeon  of  North  Shields, 
who  very  politely  attended  with  me;  and  who,  after  carefully 
examining  the  tumour,  thought  the  operation  should  be  im- 
mediately performed ;  but  at  the  same  timje  observed,  that  the 
pulse  at  the  wrist  was  not  to  be  felt 

At  11  A^M.  after  the  patient  had  been  placed  in  a  proper 
9ituation.  I  commenced  tne  operation,  ana,  I  must  confess, 
with  very  faint  hopes  of  success.  On  making. an  indsiaii 
the  whole  length  of  the  tumour,  and  laying  bare  the  sac,  I  en- 
deavoured to  pinch  it  up,  and  carefully  dissect  until  I  had  pro- 
cured a  small  opening.  On  further  examination  this  proved 
to  be  the  tunica  vaginalis  testis,  which  on  being  laid  open,  dis- 
cove]3||d  the  testicle  and  a  portion  of  higfalv*diseased  omentum  ; 
^d  below,  without  the  abdominal  ring,  Jay  a  portion  of  intes* 
tine  extremely  livid.  After  dissecting  on  the  whole  of  the 
diseased  omentum,  I  dilated  the  femoral  ring  witii  a  blunt- 
pointed  bistoury,  about  an  inch  in  length;  first  carefully  insi- 
Quatipg  Avy  little  finger,  and  then  the  fore-finger  as  a  director. 
The  protru^ded  intestine  was  now  easily  returned,  although  I 
could  discover  within  the  abdomin^J  ring  considerable  adlj^esions 
of  th^  ppritjopci^  coat  and  inte^tine^  )}\it  \irhic^  pflei^  no  obstruc- 
tion to  its  reduction. 

No  blood vi?3/s^  of  any  consequence  bein^  wounded,  not 
more  Uiaii  half  an  ounce  of  blood  was  lost  dunng  the  whole  of 
the  operation. 

The  wound  was  then  closed  with  common  sutures  and  ad- 
hesive straps,  and  the  patient  was  dressed  and  put  to  bed,  aL 
paost  in  a  lifeless  state.  As  soon  as  a  common  cathartic  gly ster 
could  be  procured  it  was  administered,  and  produced  consider- 
^le  ru^pUng  in  his  bowels,  but  no  real  stool.  His  faintnes^ 
pntinuing^  I  was  induced  to  order  him  a  sm^ll  cordial  aaodyne 
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dmugbty  which  rdicyed  him  nmch,  and  his  puUle  gMdaally  ini<^ 
proved.  At  10  P.M.  I  order^  the  jglyster  to  be  repeated,  with 
the  addition  of  Ol.  Biciiu  f  ^ias.  wjiieh  soon  after  produced  a 
most  copious  and  natural  stool,  and  gave  great  rmei.  I  or- 
dered hun  a  low  djiet. 

Early  in  the  morning  pf  the  S9th,  I  foun^  him  in  all  respects 
greatly  improved;  his  pulsfs  xva^  120;  the  heat  of  the  sldn 
moderate ;  the  tension  pi  the  Abdomen  less ;  and  his  countenance 
much  better ;  but  he  complaijiipd  of  a  te^ngcough,  which  had 
distressed  hin^  much  when  he  was  operatea  upon.  I  ordered 
him  a  saline  mixture  with  a  few  drops  of  tinct.  opii,  and  glys- 
ters  composed  of  fat  mutton  broth  tp  ]be  iniecf  (^  ty^ce  or 
thrice  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  The  Wf^und  appeared  hot 
and  stiff:  I  therefore  directed  the  Aqua  Lith^rg.  Acet  Comp.  ta 
be  frequently  applied  oyer  the  dressing. 

March  lst-*-He  was' gradually  improving;  his  skin  eooU 
and  tongue  moist.  He  has  bad  t)¥0  natural  stools.  The  glysten 
and  spare  diet  to  be  continued. 

So.— Pulse  72 ;  skin  natural ;  toqgue  nearly  naturaL  The 
gljBters  were  continued. 

3d.— Pulse  72 ;  skin  moi8t>  He  has  had  a  natural  and  rather 
eostive  stool;  his  <)pugh  is  trbAUesoine;  die  wound  is  healthy^ 
with  a  ^opd  discbar^  of  pus.  Ordered  him  to  continue  bi9 
saline  mixture  unth  tinct  o^i.  and  broth  glysters. 

4th.—- Ordered  a  catharticglyster  as  b^ore,  which  produced 
three  copious  stools ;  skip  and  tongue  quite  natural. 

5th.— The  wound  healthy,  anda  good  discharge ;  his  appe* 
tite  excellent,  but  he  was  not  allowed  any  soXid  food. 

6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9d).— He  required  no  other  attention, 
except  dressing  the  wound,  which  is  nearly  dosed;  strengtli 
jmucn  improved. 

16th.-*Di8charged  cured. 

REMABKS. 

This  case  of  hernia  congenita  scrotalis  presented,  in  my 
opinion,  to  the  operator,  some  degree  of  difficulty  whicli  com* 
mon  strangulations  do  not ;  for  on  introducing  my  fingor  within 
the  abdominal  ring,  about  two  or  three  indies  up>  I  could 
pbdnly  distingiush,  as  before  mentioned,  adhesions  of  the  peri- 
toneal coat  and  intestine,  which  I  did  not  attemnt  to  nHnove, 
as  die  intestine  was  eaiuly  reduced  without  the  furoier  use  of  thd 

knifi^ 

From  the  lesuh  of  this  case,  I  am  penoaded  oonsadetdble 
mischief  is  produced  by  long  imd  continued  efots  to  reduce 
the  stumgoiated  parts  *by  t&  taxis ;  that  the  protruded  intes- 
tine suffers  much  from  numn?  when  in  a  hi^  stmte  of  in. 
flunmatioo,  and  when  uaekss  effiwts  to  neheve  the  patient  are 
persisted  in.    Hence  I  attxibale  the  ftcroundbk  result  of  ibm 
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txtij  dittmnig  case  to  little  or  no  fince  hanng  btonuedt  >nr 
any  long  oondnued  eflforts  to  leduoe  it 

If  on  attempt  to  have  reduced  the  contents  of  the  sac  had 
proved  suooessnil,  would  not  the  omentum,  whid^  was  m  n 
nigbly  diseased  state  when  returned  within  the  abdominal  mg^ 
and  lying  in  contact  with  the  already-inflamed  intestine,  have 
increasea  the  tendency  to  gangrene  of  the  intestine,  and  have 
produced  death? 


^m^mmm^ 
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V. 

A  Case  of  Lumbar  /ibacus  ;  mth  the  ExamituUum  of  the  BoJjf 
post  morfcm.— By  — — *— >  Kkox,  M.IX  Hospital  Asustan^ 
Hilsea.  m 

Jonathan  Robson,  s^tat.  31,  was  at  first  brought  into  l3ie 
hospital  at  Hilsea  on  the  2d  of  January,  and  treated  fo^  chnv 
flic  rheumatism  ;  but  a  minute  examination  shewing  his  case  to 
be  very  different,  he  was  transferred  to  the  surgical  wards,  on 
the  14th  of  the  same  month. 

The  history  of  his  disease,  collected  fitmi  the  padent  him^ 
self,  is  rather  confused  as  to  dates;  but  the  present  appear^ 
ances  bear  out  his  other  statements.  He  appears  originailv  t» 
have  had  a  collection  of  matter  in  die  riffht  groin,  prMedea  faj^ 
nearly  the  same  symptoms  under  which  ne  at  present  labours ; 
and  which  are  about  to  be  detailed.  This  colIectioA  of  matter^ 
or  lumbar  abscess,  wast  reated  apparently  on  the  plan  paititM 
out  by  Mr.  Abemethy ;  the  puncture,  howerer,  did  not  nnit^ 
by  the  first  intention,  and  no  bad  consequences  followed ;  and 
from  this  attack,  he  says,  he  completely  recovered.  At  present 
he  compliuns  of  violent  pains  in  his  oack  and  Mt  dugh,  ex* 
tending  to  the  knee ;  and  inability  to  move  the  limb  c^tms  side 
The  knee  is  kept  constantly  bent  The  pain  of  the'baek  extendi 
.also  to  the  left  of  the  spine,  and  nearly  over  the  last  rib.  Heliea 
eonstandy  on  his  back.  On  examination,  it  was  found  that  tht 
three  last  dorsal  vertebrae  projected  connderribly;  the  sjnne 
itself  was  slightly  incurvated,  and  there  were  the  maiics  of 
former  sores  over  the  sacrum  and  ririit  of  ileum.  At  present  he 
is  somewhat  feverish,  and  no  benefit  has  been  derived  fiom  h 
blister,  which  was  appKed  on  the  14th. 

17th. — ^Let  a  large  issue  be  formed  by  fl^e  jpotassaiiisa  on 
die  left  of  the  spine.    Let  the  bowels  be  apmei 

28th.— The  pains  are  less  severe.  Hecompbonsmadiof  A 
load  at  his  stomach,  his  feet  are  cdd,  and  die  left  thigh  mtAf 
swelled,  without  any  appearance  of  pointhig;  die  ptmeia  vtrf 
weak. 

R  Opii  gr.  ii.  him  soauii  smnand. 

Let  him  be  put  on  a  spare  diet. 
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Feb.  4th-^He  has  brought  up  by  cxnigfaing  a  great  qnaii- 
tity  of  brownish  matter^  evictently  purulent  The  pulae  isrery 
weak.  The  cough  by  which  he  DringB  up  the  matter  b^an 
last  night,  and  is  not  at  all  violent.  The  issue  was  ordom  to 
be  continued ;  but  he  expired  suddenly  puffing  the  night. 

SECTIO  CABAVXBIS. 

1.  On  laying  open  the  thorax,  nothing  particular  was  nt 
first  observed.  The  incision  was  extended  to  the  left  as  Heum^ 
A  large  abscess  was  now  opened  into,  ^tuated  behind  the  peri- 
tcmseum,  and  in  the  left  lumbar  rei^on.  The  colon  and  omen- 
tum adhered  jfbr  some  way  to  the  peritoneal  coverii^  of  the 
absoesik  The  large  intestmea  were  c^iened  throughout  a  very 
great  extent,  and  were  found  full  of  foeculent  matter,  but  no 
pus  wks  observed.    The  abscess  contained  about  two  ouarts  of 

Jmrulent  matter,  and  extended  downwards  into  the  thigh,  fol- 
Dwing  the  course  of  the  psoes  muscles.  Entirely  confined  to 
llie  left  side  of  the  spine,  it  proceeded  upwards  as  far  as  the 
diaphragm,  which  at  this  place  was  perforated  by  ulceration. 
The  abscess  now  communicated  with  the  lower  lobe  of  the 
left  lung,  which  adhered  very  firmly  to  the  diaphragm.  A 
great  part  of  this  lobe  wos^  in  a  state  of  ulceration,  and  con* 
iained  much  purulent  matter.  No  pus  bad  escaped  into  the 
cavity  of  the  pleura.  The  lungs  were  now  examined  with  a 
referoice  to  the  course  of  the  matter ;  the  bronchial  tubes  of  the 
left  hiDg,  particularly  of  the  lower  lobe^  and  the  trachea  itself, 
as  high  as  the  ejMglottis,  were  filled  with  pus.  The  texture  of 
the  lungs,  with  the  exception  of  the  lobe  specified  above,  was 
quite  natural.  The  p$oa  and  iliaci  ttUemi  muscles  of  the  left 
Side  were  nearly  destroyed ;  what  remmned  of  them  was  hard 
aa  cartilage,  and  not  unlike  that  substance. '  The  tenth  rib 
was  cairious ;  the  twelfth  must  have  been  entirely  absorbed^ 
MS  no  traces  of  it  could  be  found. 

2.  The  bodies  of  the  last  dorsal  and  the  whole  of  the  lum« 
bar  vertebrae  were  larger  than  natural,  but  their  texture  was 
healthy.  Absorption  of  some  of  the  intervertebral  cartilages 
bad  commenced.  The  curvature  of  the  spine  did  not  appear, 
so  far  as  regards  mechanical  pressure,  to  have  influenceil  ia 
any  way  the  functions  of  the  medulla  spinalis.  This  oigan 
was  natural  throughout  its  whole  extent. 

3.  On  the  riignt  side  of  the  spine  the  psoas  iliaci  muscles 
were  much  altered ;  ha^ened  in  their  structure,  and  diminished 
in  their  size.  They  had  evidently  suffered  from  a  similar 
eause  to  that  which  had  so  nearly  destroyed  those  on  tlie  left 
tide. 
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V. 

Ckse  of  Ltth^tmnff  attended  mth  some  unccmnum  Circumstances* 
By  MiCHASL  Mabky,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  and  Surgeon  to  the  Forces,  Colchester. 

Edward  Aldridge,  a  private  of  the  Sad  battalion  of  the 
73d  regiment,  aged  20  years,  was  admitted  on  the  Ist  of 
February,  from  the  Regimental  Hospital  into  the  General 
HoBpitafat  Colchester,  with  a  disease  of  the  bladder.— -Tha 
urine  was  freely  voided ;  but  on  being  left  to  settle,  it  luii- 
£[>rmly  deposited  a  very  oonnderable  quantity  of  thick  mucus. 
As  several  of  the  usual  symptoms  of  stone,  however,  were  not 
present,  he  remsiined  some  tune  witliout  having  been  sounded : 
at  length  the  trial  was  made,  and  a  stone  discovered. 

The  operation  being  determined  [on,  was  undertaken  on  tli« 
JSth  of  February.  The  first  part  of  it  was  easily  got  through  ; 
but  the  extraction  proved  extremely  difficult,  aiTording  a  case^ 
both  in  itself  uncommon  in  military  practice,  and  perhaps  also 
quite  new ;  as  the  stone,  in  shape  and  size  (as  per  margin), 
grew  like  a  trunk  of  coral  from  the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  to 
which  it  was  firmly  attached.  After  the  incision  it  could  not 
be  discovered  for  some  time  in  any  direction ;  but  the  finger 
being  introduced,  it  was  found  attached  as  above.  AsUie 
iisuiu  instruments  of  extraction  proved  inefficacious,  a  pair  of 
bullet  forceps  were  procured ;  and  these  having  been  intrcxlucedy 
by  means  of  their  curved  extremities,  the  pedicils  were  broken 
down  and  the  stone  removed. 

In  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  extracting  the  stone,  and 
the  tediousness  of  the  operation,  the  patient  was  freely  bled 
after  being  dressed;  and  the  usual  antiphlo^tic  treatment 
being  pursued  until  the  13th  of  March,  the  wound  healed,  and 
his  health  was  gradually  re-established. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE   DIAGRAM*^. 


a  the  body  of  the  stone,  resembling  the 
heart  of  a  fowl,  b  b  The  comua  or  pedif- 
cils,  which  were  attached  to  the  fundus  of 
the  bladder. 


*  The  drawing  was  so  rudely  executed  that  our  readers  must  re* 
card  the  outline  only  of  this  diagram  as  accurate.  When  prao« 
titioners  cannot  draw^  and  yet  require  to  illustrate  their  cases  bjr 
drawings^  it  would  be  rendering  their  communications  more  justice, 
and  our  Journal  more  credit^  were  they  to  procure  some  properl/ 
qualified  person  to  iqdce  the  drawings  for  theip.<»-£DiTORs. 
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XIX«^-Ca^  qflniua  Suaaptio. 

WtLLTAM  North,  setat.  44,  a  coaclmiaii,  wlio  had  been 
aoeustoraed  to  live  freely,  and  was  occasioiiaUy  subject  to  costive' 
ness,  was,  at  a  time  when  his  bowels  had  not  been  evacuated  for 
four  days,  seized  with  a  violent  pain  in  the  epigastric  remon :  in 
this  state  the  Reporter  found  him,  April  the  §d.  He  had  also 
a  dight  degree  of  fever,  with  his  pulse  96,  and  hard  and* 
strong.  ^  He  was  immediately  put  into  a  tepid  bath ;  a  pil) 
eontamkig  six  grains  of  submunate  of  mercury  was  given,  and 
a  purging  mixture  with  senna  ordered  io  be  continued  every  two 
hours  until  the  bowels  were  opened. 

April  3d. — ^He  has  taken  six  doses  of  tlie  mixture  besides 
the  pill,  without  any  effect. 

Enema  purgans  statinr  injiciendum,  et  post  horas  qnatuor 
repetendum,  si  non  alvus  prius  dejecerit' 

'  K.  Magnesies  Sulphatis  Jij. 

Inmsi    B.OSSS,  f^j.      Misce.     Coch.    duo    omnl 
norft  sumenda* 

Repetetur  Balneum. 

4th.— No  evacuation.    Fain  continues.    Pulse  108.    He 
vomited  after  taking  the  two  last  doses  of  the  mixture.   - 
dlittantur  sanguinis  e  brachio  f  xij. 

.  ft.  Hydnu:gyri  Sabmuriatis,  gr.  xij. 
Piuveris  Rhsi^  ^as. 
Aquae  q.  s.  ut  ft  Pilulie  quatuor,  statim  sumendie^ 

ft.  Magnesiae  Suhihatis^  ^j. 

Aq.  Mentlus  Virid.   f^i^.   Misce.     Capt.  cochl-  ij-^ 
omni  horft. 

Eight  P.M.-— No  evacuation;  but  the  pain  is  much  rdieved^ 
and  he  retains  the  medicines  on  his  stomach. 

Repetetur  enema  purgans  tertia  quaque  hora. 

5tb.— Four  iinectiona  have  been  ^en  without  effect;  but 
he  retains  the  medicines,  and  is  quite  free  from  pain. 

Rqpetentur  balneum,  enemata,  et  mistura. 

6th.— Passed  a  quiet  night,  free  from  pain ;  has  had  several^ 
times  an  inclination  to  void  faeces;  but  the  injedion  only  re> 
turned.  The  psdn  has  much  increased  this*  morning,  and  hi- 
deed  b  rather  violent ;  since  breakfast  he  hcts  vomited  feculent 
matter.    Pulse  110,  and  full. 

Eight  A.M.-rRepetetur  v.  s.  ad  |x. 

1  P.M.— -No  evacuation,  and  the  pain  is  great.  With  muclr 
difficulty,  about  sue  pinta  of  salt  and  water  weie  ii\jeeted,  whicb 
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were  retwned  for  about  half  an  hour.  It  was  dien  voided  with- 
out any  fseces ;  but  he  said  he  thought  by  his  feelings  he  should 
soon  have  a  motion,  something  in  his  innde  (to  use  his  own 
phrase)  having  been  let  loose. 

Persistat  in  usu  misturse. 

S6ven  P.M. — No  evacuation.  After  again  usin^  the  wai*m- 
bath,  he  Tcxded  a  most  copious  black  stom.  He  felt  immedi- 
ately relieved,  and  begged  to  be  put  into  bed,  which  was 
complied  with,  and  the  tullowing  draught  given. 

Be.  Magnesiee  Sulphatis  §S9. 
Ai|.  Menthee  f^iss. 

%>.  Lavandulae  Comp.  f^ss.    Misce.  Ft.  haustus, 
Vtatim  sumendus.   • 

7th.— »He  has  hod  four  stools  during  the  night,  slept  weIl,BiK} 
b  perfectly  easy  this  morning.  From  this  time,  by  persisting  in 
tlie  use  of  light  tonics,  with  the  sulphate  of  nulgneaa^  he  re- 
covered. 

The  Reporter  regarded  this  case  on  the  5th  day  as  a  case  of 
inius  muceptie ;  and  that  opinion  determined  him  to  have  re- 
course to  tlie  large tjuantity  of  salt  and  water;  which  hapjMly 
was  attended,  in  this  instance,  with  as  much  advanli^  to  the 
-patient  as  satisfaction  to  the  practitioner. 

XX.-7Case  of  Tape-worm  cured  by  Spirit  of  Turpeutime. 

The  patient,  a  voung  woman,  had  been  subject  to  this 
jspecies  of  worm  for  iour  years;  and  had  voided  small  pieces  at 
mffierent  porioda.  She  had  been  under  treatment  for  a  syj^i- 
Ktic  complaint,  from  which  she  soon  recovered,  but  without  using 
much  mercurv  either  internally  or  externally.  It  may  be  ob- 
served, that  slie  did  not  void  any  pieces  of  worm  during  the 
time  she  was  under  the  infiuenoe  at  tiie  mercury. 

Four  or  five  days,  however,  previouB  to  her  beinjj;  cKs- 
cbai^ed  as  cured  of  s^hilis,.  she  oomplakied  cf  sickness^  fieuntine, 
mad  a  sensation  of  twisting  of  her  ixnrdt,  aeoom|iKnied  with 
tenesmus,  and  evacuated  some  pieces  of  the  worm.  An  ent^s 
and  a  variety  afvennifugemcdicine%  were  admiiiisteied;  which 
were  followed  by  warm  bitter  purgattvea :  this  course  bcoug^t 
away  a  few  more  pieces.  StiH  she  eomidaiined  of  twisting,  con- 
siderable pMit,  and  sickness.  AU  otfier  medidiies  were  bow 
laid  aaide ;  and  a  tea-opoanfttt  of  spirits  of  torpentiiM  was 
^ven  every  four  hours  blended  with  nMseikige  and  symp  of 
Tola:  after  taking  four  dosea  of  which  she  expelled  a  prodi- 
gious quantity  of  pieces,  and  the  foHowip^  day  a,  worm  two 
yards  and  three  quarters  long.  Since  whicn  she  has  been  per- 
ibctly  easy ;  and  not  having  passed  any  more  of  the  worms,  she 
considers  hersdf  well. 

VOL.  v.o-'Ko.  SO.  Sd 
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As  it  does  not  appear  that  she  passed  any  portion  of  worm 
whilst  she  was  using  mehsury,  it  is,  I  ilmkj  fair  to  attribute 
the  expulsion  of  them  to  die  turpentine. 

XXI.— -4  Case  of  Carbunculiis. 

A  LADY,  70  years  of  age,  of  a  delicate  frame  and  temperate 
habits,  compltuned  of  a  pidn  at  the  luick  of  her  neck,  with 
great  constitutional  derangement.  On  inspection,  there  was 
discovered  on  the  nape  of  the  neck  a  purple-coloured  spot,  ra- 
ther elevated,  which  spread  so  rapidly,  as  in  fourteen  days  to 
occupy  a  considerable  space.  At' this  time  the  Reporter  was  rcs 
quested  to  vinther;  and  found  the  integuments  and  sabjacent 
cellular  membrane  sphacelated  from  the  ffrstvertebra  of  the  neck 
to  the  second  of  the  oack  by  three  inches  in  width,  endrcled  by 
ery thematic  inflammation^  The  puke  was  ISO,  and  weak ;  the 
countenance  pale  and  dejected;  the  tongue  covered  with  a  brown 
fur,  but  moist;  and  the  head  light  and  wavering.  To  rouse  the 
powers  of  life,  he  ordered  her  a  draught,  with  the  dccoctum  dn- 
cbons?5  confectio  aromatica,  and  spiritus  ammoniae  aromaticus, 
every  four  hours ;  with  generous  diet,  table  ale,  and  a  mode- 
rate portion  of  wine.  As  the  digestive  organs  were  much  im- 
pair^, the  quantities  of  nutriment  were  given  in  such  portions 
and  intervals  as  not  to  produce  oppression.  To  aid  the  separation 
of  the  diseased  skin,  and  check  its  fnrtfaer  progress,  the  part 
was  fomented  with  a  strong  decoction  of  aromatic  herbs,  and 
afterwards  covered  with  st2e  beer  poultices^  By  these  means, 
sedulously  pursued^-  an  improvement  took  place  in  her  healthy 
while  a  line  of  separation  appeared  round  the  sphacelated  part 
In  ft  few  days  mora  the  sloughs  were  so  far  detached,  as  to 
allow  of  removal  by  the  knife.  A  fetid  pus  was  discharged  in 
large  quantity.  After  ^  detachment  of  the  sloughs,  the  sore 
displayed  a  healthy  appearance;  but  was  so  irritable,  that  it  could 
scarcely  bear  the  sligntest  covering.  To  soothe  this  uneasiness, 
the  surface  was  dressed  with*  fine  fint  dipped  in  almond  oil  and 
lime-water.  In  a  few  days  granulations  appeared,  and  many 
parts  of  the  edges  adherea,r  which  before  were  loose  and  unat- 
tachedr  So  soon  as  pressure  could  be  applied  without  giving 
piin,  adhesive  slips  were  used  to  approximate  the  edges,  ana 
lessen  the  diameter  of  the  sore.  Tnese  had  the  desired  effect ; 
for  the  skinning  process  commenced,  rapidly  advanced,  and 
was  shortly  completed. 

XXII.— Cewc  afPleuruejf. 

A.  G.  aetat.  40j  of  a  robust  make  and  sanguine  complexion, 
by  tfwie  a  publican,  was  attdci^  with  shivenng,  succeeded  by 
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^reat  heat  of  skin,  pains  of  the  joints,  head-ache,  and  a  bitter  taste 
m  the  mouth.  He  took  an  emetic  and  a  purgative;  both  of 
which  brought  away  a  considerable  quantity  of  bile.  When 
the  Reporter  saw  him,  on  the  following  day,  lie  complained  of 
pain  of  the  left  ade ;  had  a  short,  dry  cough,  and  some  diffi* 
culty  of  breathing.  His  pulse  was  hard,  and  120 ;  his  tongue 
furled ;  and  the  urine,  although  not  scanty,  yet  very  bigh- 
cxiloured.     He  did  not  complain  of  much  thirst. 

Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  and  he 
was  ordered  to  take  a  demulcent  mixture,  with  six  drops  of 
tincture  of  squills  in  each  dose. 

He  felt  easier  after  the  bleeding ;  but  as  the  pain  continued^ 
in  the  evening  sixteen  ounces  more  of  blood  were  taken  away» 
and  a  blister  applied  to  the  cliest. 

On  the  following  day  he  was  bled  three  times»  sixteen 
ounces  being  taken  each  time,  and  twenty  ounces  more  on  the 
third  morning;  after  which  the  pulse  continued  at  80,  was 
much  soiler,  and  the  pain  almost  gone.  He  had  had  no  sleep, 
and  in  the  evening  ot  this  day  became  very  restless  and  appre* 
licnsive  of  himseli.  The  dyspncea,  attended  with  hicopughy 
increased  so  much,  tliat  he  could  not  lie  down :  another  blister 
was  therefore  applied ;  and  as  his  pulse  continued  soft,  and 
only  70,  an  opiate  was  given  at  bed-time.  It,  however,  did 
not  procure  sleep;  and  he  expired  at  two  oVlock  on  the  fourth 
rooming.  During  the  course  of  the  disease,  the  bowels  cwiti* 
nued  open ;  and  uie  flow  of  the  urine  was  tree. 

DzMceUotL'^^n  opening  the  thorax,  a  considerable  Quantity 
of  greenish  serous  fluid  was  observed  in  the  left  cavity,  between 
the  pleura  costieJis  and  the  lungs ; .  whidi,  when  taken  up  with 
a  sponge,  and  squeezed  into  a  vessel,  measured  fourteen  fluid 
ounces.  The  pleura  costalis,  extending  froin  the  fifth  rib  to 
the  bottom  of  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  appeared  thickly  co- 
vered with  papulae,  like  goose-skin,  flond,  red,  and  rough  to 
the  feeling  ot  the  finger ;  the  small  spaces  betwixt  the  red 
points  had  the  appearance  of  blueish,  rough,  cround  glass ; 
and,  at  the  lower  part  of  the  cavity,  about  a  table  spoonful  of 
pus  w^s  deposited,  but  no  ulceration  appeared.  Tne  surface 
of  the  lungs  was  covered  with  the  same  kind  of  red  points  as 
the  pleura  on  the  ribs,  as  was  also  the  upper  surface  of  the 
(diapnragm,  extending  round  five  inches  from  its  attachment  to 
the  diort  nbSf  towards  the  top  of  the  convexity.  The  thin 
lower  edge  of  the  lung,  and  the  corresponding  part  of  the 
pleura,  and  surface  of  the  diaphragm  was  spread  witn  a  whitish, 
vivid*  reticulated  membrane*  No  adhesion  had  taken  place. 
The  substance  of  the  lungs  was  sound  throughout,  and  there 
was  not  tbe  smallest  appearance  of  disease  in  the  right  canity 
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of  tbe  chest.    The  pericardium  and  heart  appearied  ako  per- 
tetiXj  sound,  as  did  all  the  abdominal  viscera. 

From  the  obo^e  dissection  it  appeared  probable,  that  much 
btoefit  might  have  been  obtained  by  local  bleeding,  either  by 
M^ans  of  feeches  or  cupping. 

%•  The  case,  in  our  last  Number,  p.  36l,  intitled  "  Case  of 
\  Oun-bhot  Fracture  of  the  Neck  and  Head  of  the  Huraenis,  &c.  &c«" 
coBomnnicated  to  us  by  a  triend  of  the  author,  should  have  been 
given  AS  the  paper  of  Mr.  John  Krnneoy,  Assistant-Surgeon  1st 
Ceylon  Hegiment,'  then  of  the  41st  Foot,  and  acting  as  Su^eon  of 
the  Marine  Establishment  in  Lake  Erie,  Upper  Canada.  The  mis- 
take of  putting  Ramsay  instead  of  Kennedy ,  arose  from  the  title  of 
the  paper  havmg  been  omitted  by  the  author;  and  our  reading  the 
name,  as  written  in  the  note  whiph  accompanied  \K^^Ramfiay, 

PART  il. 
ANALYTICAL   REVIEW. 

L 

A  Treatise  on  the  Dite^tea  of  Arteries  and  Veins,  containing  tht 
Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Aneurisms  and  Wounded  3rie-' 
ries.  Sy  Joseph  Hoj>g80N,  Member  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  in  London.  Svo.  jq).  603.  Lonuon,  16i& 
Underwood. 

Engravings  intended  to  illustrate  some  of  the  Diseases  of  Arteries^ 
accompanied  with  Explanations.  By  tlie  same.  4to.  pp.  27. 
London,  1815. 

The  writer  of  a  large  volume  upon  any  particular  branch 
of  science  generally  gratifies  himself  at  tne  expense  of  the 
public,  by  studying  to  be  prolix,  and  introducing  much  unpro- 
fitable discussion.  The  subject  of  Mr.  Hodgsotfs  Treatise  is 
fortunately  chosen  so  as  to  absolve  him  from  any  charge  of  this 
sort.  With  a  tolerable  proportion  of  original  matter,  and  much 
compilation,  he  has  filled  an  octavo  volume,  large  as  it  is,  with 
gooa  and  valuable  materials.  To  all  parts  ot  it  however,  it 
will  be  unnecessary  for  us  to  give  an  equal  degree  of  attention ; 
our  object  shall  be  to  present  our  readers  what  is  roost  impor- 
tant, or  not  elsewhere  to  be  met  with ;  at  the  same  time,  that 
we  ofier  to  the  author  such  sug^stions  and  remarks  as  have 
occurred  to  us  during  the  perusal  of  his  work. 

Arteries  being  composed  of  blood-vessels,  nerves,  and  ab- 
sorbents, are  liame  to  tne  same  morbid  alterations,  and  endow- 
ed with  the  same  powers  of  reparation,  as  soft  parts  in  general; 
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thor  coats  inflame,  and  pass  through  the  different  stages  of 
adhesion,  suppuration,  or  gangrene,  in  the  same  manner  as  tha 
skin,  a  gland,  or  a  muscle. 

The  internal  coat  of  an  artery,  Mr.  Hodgson  observes, 
bears  a  stiiking  analogy  to  serous  membrane8|,  in  its  tendency 
to  assume  the  adhesive  infiammation  ;  and  this  property  is  in 
blood-^vessels,  as  in  all  organs,  the  first  a^[ent  of  reparation  in 
injuries  from  accident  or  disease.  The  mflammation  which  is 
excited  by  the  wound  or  division  of  an  artery,  produces  an 
effusion  of  lymph  whicli  seals  the  extremity  of  the  vessel,  and 
extending  to  tlie  external  coat,  becomes  tne  basis  of  adhesion 
and  final  obliteration.  A  punctured  artery  is  united  by  the 
same  adhesive  process  which  repiurs  wounds  in  general ;  and 
if  irritation  be  excited  in  the  coats  of  an  artery  by  pressure,' 
adhesive  inflammation  is  the  conseauenoe,  lymph  is  efiused  into 
the  cavity  and  into  the  cellular  sutistance  connectinjg  the  coats 
of  the  vessel,  its  sides  coalesce,  and*  it  is  rendered  impervious. 
The  same  adhesive  process  frequendy  prevents  haemorrhage, 
where  abscesses  or  extensive  ulcerations  exist  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  large  vessels,  the  inflammation  which  precedes  tiie  sup- 
puration having  produced  an  effusion  of  lymph  between  .the 
coats  and  into  the  cavity  of  the  arteries,  waereby  it  is  oblite- 
rated. But  the  most  perfect  demonstration  or  the  effects  of 
acute  injlaLmnialion  upon  the  internal  coat  of  an  artery,  Mr. 
Hodgson  thinks,  is  to  be  met  with  in  cases  where  the  disease 
appears  to  have  extended  to  the- vessel  from  contiguous  parts ; 
and  the  foUowing  instance  communicated  to  the  author  by 
Dr.  Farre,  is  adduced  \ti  illusiration  of  it : 

*^  A  man  who  had  recently  returned  from  Jamaica^  where  he  had 
been  severelyafficted  with  dysentery,  was  attacked  with  violent  pneu- 
monia, which  destroyed  him  in  the  course  of  five  days.  The  cavities 
of  the  pleura  were  found  to  contain  much  lymph  and  serum.  The  pe- 
ricardium was  covered  with  lymph.  The  cells  of  the  lungs  were  filled 
with  bloody  senim^  and  the  bronchia  were  highly  inflamed.  All  the 
thoracic  viscera  exhibited  the  effects  of  the  highest  degree  of  acute  in- 
flammation, which  had  extended  also  to  the  aorta^  the  internal  coat  of 
which  was  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  a  considenible  effusion  of  l3rmph 
had  taken  place  into  its  cavity.  The  effused  lymph  was  very  inti- 
inately  comiected  with  the  internal  coat  of  the  vessel,  and  a  phig  of 
it  had  extended  into  the  left  subclavian  artery,  and  nearly  obliterated 
the  cavity  of  that  vessel."— -p.  5. 

Mr.  Hod^n  has  observed  a  similar  state  of  the  great 
blood  vessels  m  a  less  degree,  from  carditis,  pneumonia,  and 
bronchitis.  In  one  instance,  the  aorta  was  throughout  of  a 
deep  scarlet  colour;  the  posterior  mediastinum  was  gorged 
witn  serum;  and  a  little  alxive  the  semilunar  valves,  Uie  ceuu- 
lar  membrane  which  connects  the  coats  of  the  aorta  wan 
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tended  niith  lymph.  Granulations  or  fun^jous  growths^  wludi 
are  not  unfrequently  met  wiUi  at  the  origin  of  me  aorta,  upon 
the  semilunar  valves  or  in  the  cavities  of  the  heart,  are  said 
aometiraes  to  originate  in  the  lymph  thus  effused  upon  the  in- 
ternal (NT  lining  membrane.  The  inflammalion  excited  in  an 
artery  of  the  extremities  by  the  implication  of  a  ligature,  has 
been  known  to  extend  along  the  internal  coat  of  tlie  vessel  even 
to  the  heart  itself.  Mr.  Ilodgson,  however,  has  not  detailed 
thecase^iti  which  he  has  found  this  appearance;  nor  has  he 
inquired  what  symptoms  accompany  these  effects  ojf  a  limture 
on  an  avtery,  nor  what  share  they  have  in  producing  dead). 

Ckrohic  ij^lammaiion,  according  to  .  the  author,  is  gene* 
rally  to  be  observed  in  thickened  and  calcareous  arteries,  par» 
ticularly  in  aneurismal  subjects. 

*'  The  internal  coat  of  the  vessel  is  soft^  thickened,  of  a  detp- 
red  colour,  which  is  not  uniform,  but  irregularly  disposed  in  the 
vicinity  of  ulcerationi^  thickenings,  or  calcareous  depo8itioEis.~-^ 
p.  9. 

Mr.  Hod^]rson,  we  conceive,  is  not  sufRciently  accurate  and 
clear  in  his  distinctions  o{  ulceration  of  arteries.  It  may  commence 
in  an  artery,  or  extend  to  it  from  surrounding  parts.  In  the  fbr- 
merinstanbL*  it  is  always  found  first  on  the  internal  coat,  and  is 
generally  preceded  by  some  other  morbid  cliange  of  the  vessel. 
Thus  it  is  not  unfrequently  met  with  around  the  .circumference 
of  odcareous,  or  upon  the  surface  (not  in  the  centre)  of  athero- 
matous depositions;  and  aneurism  is,  without  doubt,  occa- 
uonally  a  consequence  of  such  ulceration,  the  coats  of  the 
vessels  being  completely  destroyed  by  it,  and  the  blood  escap- 
ing into  the  surroundmg  cellular  substance,  which  becomes 
gradually  expanded  into  a  sac.  Haemorrhage  is  often  caused 
by  ulceration  extending  from  surrounding  parts  to  the  coats  of 
arteries,  as  in  cancerous  and  phagedenic  ulcers;  but  as  far  as  our 
information  goes,  proofs  arc  much  needed  to  justify  the  asser- 
tion of  the  author,  that  many  passive  hemorrhages  are  pro- 
duced by  ulceration  commencing  on  the  inner  surface  of  arteries. 
We  know  of  no  instances  where  either  hasmatemesis  or  Iiemop- 
iysis  have  originated  from  such  a  cause ;  they  ma^  however 
ariae  from  the  exten^on  of  ulceration  to  arteries  mim  neig)w 
bouring  surfaces,  as  happened  in  the  interesting  case  mentioned 
by  the  author,  (page  11,)  of  extensive  ulceration  of  the  stomach, 
which  ptnetrated  the  coronary  artery  of  that  organ^  and  gave  rise 
to  a  fatal  hamaiemesis.  We  copy  a  striking  example  ofvomiae 
jnving  rise  to  a  fatal  haemorrhage,  by  exposure  of  a  branch  of 
the  pulmonary  artery. 

"  A  man  of  phthisical  habit  had  for  some  time  complained  of 
cffaA  and  difenlty  af  breathing.    In  this  sUte  he  was  suddenly 
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seized  "with  pain  in  the  left  side,  which  rendered  his  breathiog  vety 
laborious.  He  was  unable  to  lie  on  his  right  side,  his  countenance 
pale  and  deathlike,  and  his  pulse  weak  and  quick.  He  continued 
in  this  state  two  days,  at  the  end  of  which  he  died.  The  left  side  of 
the  thorax  was  found  to  contain  about  a  quart  of  coagulated  Uodd. 
The  lung^  contained  numerous  vomicae,  into  one  of  whidi  a  con** 
siderable  branch  of  the  pulmonary  artery  opened.  This  vomica  bad 
burst  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and  firom  this  source  had,jpr(H 
ceeded  the  haemorrhag^.  The  aorta  was  thickened,  and  covered 
with  calcareous  depositions."— p.  12. 

Sfkacelation  of  arteries  in  consequence  of  inflamraation  of 
their  internid  coat,  has  nothitherto  been  observed.  Arteries^  bow- 
ever  are  often  included  in  extensive  sloughing  of  parts,  in  which 
case  the  blood  generally  cuaculates  in  the  vessels  to  a  considera- 
ble extent  above  the  line  of  sphacelaUon,  which  prevents  the 
accesaon  of  haemorrhage  on  the  separation  of  the  slough.  The 
eoagulum  k  afterwards  absorbed,  and  the  vessel  obliterated. 

After  having  considered  the  inflanimation  of  arteries,  and 
its  effects,  Mr.  llodeson  treats  of  various  morbid  appearances^ 
to  which  the  coats  otarteries  ore  liable  in  consequence  of  their 
peculiar  structure  and  functions. 

1.  The  internal  coat  of  arteries  is  sometimes  thjckene4  and 
converted  into  a  substance  resembling  cartila^,  or  the  thicks 
ened  peritoneum  of  an  old  herniary  sac.  This  disease  is  con- 
flned  to  the  internal  coat,  which,  having  lost  its  elasticity,  some- 
times cracks,  and  forms  scales  that  hang  into  the  cavity  of  tlie 
vessel.  Calcareous  depositions  often  accompany  this  alteration 
of  structure,  and  the  surrounding  parts  of  tne  membrane  gene- 
rally exhibit  signs  of  chronic  inflammation.  The  semiTunar 
valves  of  the  aorta  are  not  unfrequently  changed  into  a  dense 
fibrous  structure,  resembling  ligament  or  tendon ;  sometimes 
they  are  converted  into  cartilage,  and  are  manifestly  inoomjpe- 
tent  to  their  office  as  valves.  In  several  specimens,  tl^e  author 
has  observed  them  to  be  ruptui'ed,  and  form  cartih^ginous  emi- 
nences on  the  sides  of  the  vessel. 

2.  The  internal  surface  of  arteries  exhibits  frequently  i^ 
thickened  and  pulpy  structure,  sometimes  with  the  appearance 
of  small  fattened  tubercles,  at  others  with  an  irregular  and 
somewhat  fleshy  appearance  over  the  whole  surfiice.  This 
disease  is  confined  to  the  internal  coat,  and  is  often  found  iu 
aneurismal  subjects. 

3.  A  deposition  of  atheromatous,  or  purulent  matter  in  the 
cellular  membrane  which  connects  the  internal  and  middle 
coats  of  the  vessel.  The  diseased  part  is  of  an  opaque  ydlow 
colour,  sometimes  extensive  and  considerably  elevated  above 
the  surrounding  surface,  at  others  circumscrined  and  hating  a 
pustular  or  tuberculated .  appearanoe.     If  puncyired,  matter 
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VUPf  be  pPMSfid  from  underneath  the  internal  coat,  varyins  hf 
dofkflistency  from  that  of  cheese  or  of  common  pus.  The  au3ior 
has  observed  the  emulgent  and  femoral  arteries  in  tlie  same 
gubject  quite  obstruct^  by  the  accumulation  of  this  curdy 
ttiatter. 

4.  Peculiar  funcous  or  wart-like  excrescences,  which  hare 
been  observed  on  the  semilunar  valves  of  the  aurta  and  pul- 
9ionary  artery,  and  also  upon  tlie  mitral  and  tricuspd  valves. 
These  are  of  rare  occurrence.  Corvisart  believes  them  to  be 
syphilitic ;  but  Mr.  Hodgson  relates  a  case  wlicre  the  absence 
of  that  disease  throughout  the  whole  of  life  made  i^  impossible 
that  they  could  have  arisen  from  that  cause.  This  case  is  ren- 
dered unique  by  the  femoral  artery  and  the  origin  of  the  pro- 
funda being  completely  obstructeci  by  a  fungous  gniwth  simi- 
lar to  what  were  found  upon  the  semilunar  valves  of  thcaorta^ 

5.  Deposition  of  calcareous  matter  in  the  coats  of  arteries. 
This  so  frequently  happens  in  old  age,  that  Bichat  was  tempted 
to  regard  it  as  a  natural  phenomena  rather  than  a  disease.  The 
incrustation  seems  to  commence  in  the  substance  of  the  internal 
coat,  a  delicate  pellicle  (as  Bichat  first  termed  it)  covering  it, 
and  separating  it  from  the  blood  passinc^  through  the  cavity  of 
the  vessel.  Sometimes  this  pellicle  is  deficient,  or  hangs  mto. 
die  cavity  of  the  vessel,  and  the  blood  is  in  contact  ^vith  tlie 
calcareous  matter.  Sometimes  all  the  coats  of  the  vessel  are 
involve  in  the  disease,  and  are  converted  into  a  Ions  cylinder, 
in  which  no  remnants  of  the  original  structure  can  oe  traced. 
(p.  81.)  The  formadon  of  these  depositions  bears  no  resem- 
Dlanoe  to  that  of  bone;  they  are  seldom,  if  ever,  preceded  by 
tbe  existence  of  cartilage,  and  no  regular  arrangement  is  dis- 
cernible in  their  corresponding  to  the  fibrous  structure  of  bone. 
According  to  Mr.  Brande^s  analysis  of  them,  they  contain  65*5 
phosphate  of  lime,  and  S^-S  ammal  matter,  witnout  any  car- 
Donate  of  lime.  The  author,  in  his  remarbs  on  the  frequency 
of  c^careoits  depositions,  talks  of  the  *'  minute  arteries^  in  okE 
age  b^ng  '*  rendered  impervious,  and  their  calibre  diounished, 
^  th^e  organic  alterations  of  their  coats.^  He  seems,  for  a 
moment,  to  nave  forgotten  that  calcareous  dqx)sitiQn8  have  not 
beea  found  in  arteries  of  small  ^e,  except  in  the  angular  in- 
stance of  sangtuneous  apoplexy  which  be  nas  himself  detailed ; 


<*  ttt te artodtt,  both  the  hffgcr  anes  on  Uie  hisiscf  the  Imui, 
wukismx  Bunttte  wnifiqrfiont  oii  the  pia  mater,  were  extansivdy 
diitasad*  la  sobm  flaces  their  cavities  weie  ohHiucted  by  a  depo« 
aitioa  o^athenxnatsas  matter  between  their  coats,  and  in  cdierath^ 
Wore  convcrtad  into  complete  tubes  of  a  calcareous  stnictw^  the 
•feitto»  oC  idiifilk  affoided  a  wiry  sensatien/'^^p,  27* 
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Calcareous  matter  is  frequently  deposited  in  tlie  substance 
of  the  semilunar  valves  of  the  aorta,  and  produces  more  serious 
consequences  than  when  it  takes  place  in  any  ojlher  part  of  tlie 
arterial  system.  The  valves,  becoming  rigid  and  fixed,  di- 
minish the  size  of  the  opening  iilto  the  aorta.  Whilst  the  pulse 
at  the  wrist  is  feeble,  the  heart  is  acting  violently  to  compen- 
sate for  the  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  blood  which  should 
pass  through  the  aorta;  and  this  comparative  difference  be- 
tween the  pulse  at  tl)e  wrist  and  that  at  the  heart  wilJ,  Mi*. 
Hodgson  conceives,  in  advanced  cases,  be  sufficient  to  enable. us 
to  ascertain  the  existence  of  this  incurable  disease.  A  similai' 
disproportion  between  the  pulse  at  the  heart  and  at  the  \\n%t 
exists  also  when  the  opening  between  the  left  auricle  and  ven- 
tricle is  contracted ;  out  a  double  pulsation  of  the  heart  has 
been  observed  in  this  case,  and  is  said  to  distinguish  it  from 
contraction  of  the  orifice  of  the  aorta  by  ossitication  of ,  its 
valves. 

Mr.  Hodgson  has  given  some  interesting  cases  of  os9ifica- 
tion  of  the  coronary  arteries.  In  one  the  heart  was  unusually 
small ;  its  parietes  soft  and  flaccid,  and,  upon  the  ventricles, 
not  the  eighth  of  an  inch  thick ;  whilst  the  coronary  arteries 
and  ihany  of  their  ramifications  were  converted  into  calcareous 
tubes,  and  some  of  them  nearly  rendered  impervipus.  This 
morbid  appearance  does  not  exist  in  every  case  which  is  at- 
tended witli  the  train  of  symptoms  to  which  we  apply  the  term 
angina  pectoris. 

'^  Violent  pain  in  the  situation  of  the  hearty  extending  down  the 
arms^  and  terminating  in  a  sensation  of  numbness^  palpitation^  and 
irregularity  in  its  action^  with  frequent  syncope  and  difficult  respi- 
ration^  accompany  almost  all  the  organic  diseases  of  that  orgau."-^ 
p.  36. 

The  deposition  of  calcareous  matter  is  seldom  found  in  the 
upper  extremities ;  and,  although  so  frequent  in  the  aorta,  .it 
has  rarely  or  never  been  met  with  in  the  pulmonary  artery  or 
its  valves. 

Preternatural  dilatation  of  arteries,  which  has  been  confounded 
by  most  pathologists  with  aneurism,  is  the  subject  next  noticed 
by  our  author.  It  is  generally  attended  with  some  morbid 
alteration  in  their  coats,  but  there  is  no  rupture  of  them.  It 
occurs  most  frequently  in  the  ascending  aorta;  he  has  however 
seen  it  in  the  thoracic  and  abdominfjd  part  of  that  vessel,  as  w^l 
as  at  the  angles  where  the  carotid  and  iliac  arteries  subdivide. 
'The  author''s  remarks  on  this  morbid  appearance  are  scattered, 
and  will  again  come  under  our  notice.  Every  person  who  has 
exerted  himself  in  the  cultivation  of  morbid  anatomy,  will  ac- 
knowledge the  remark  which  concludes  this  section  to  be  just : 

VOL.  v.— -ilo.  30J  3  a 
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"  That  many  cases  which^  during  life^  were  conddeijed  as  in« 
stances  of  angina  pectoris,  of  asthma,  or  as  arising  fiom  some  dis- 
ease in  the  lungs,  have  been  proved  by  dissection  to  have  had  their 
seat  in  the  great  blood  vessels."^ 

What  we  have  hitherto  noticed  ace  the  principal  contents  of 
the  first  part  of  this  work.  The  second  comprises  the  history 
and  treatment  of  Aneurism. 

Coinciding  in  many  points  with  Scarpa,  Mr.  Hodgscm  dis- 
cards the  division  of  aneurisms  into  true  and  false^  and  com- 
mences with  this  definition : 

"  When  the  coats  of  an  artery  have  eiven  way  from  any  of  the 
causes  detailed  in  the  precedingpart  of  uiis  treatise,  such  as  ulcera- 
tion, dilatation,  or  rupture,  and  the  blood  passes  into  a  cyst  fbimed 
by  the  condensed  simrounding  parts,  so  as  to  be  out  erf  t^e  course  of 
the  circulation,  the  disease  is  termed  aneurism." — ^p.  54. 

Aneurisms  exist  from  wounds ;  and  some  other  diseases  of 
the  vascular  system  come  under  the  same  term ;  but  in  this 
part  that  variety  only  is  considered  which  is  produced  by  the 
disorganization  of  an  artery  from  an  internal  cause. 

Aneurisms  very  commonly  originate  in  the  waj  Scarpa  has 
described,  by  the  diestruction  of  tlie* internal  and  middle  coats  of 
the  artery,  and  the  expansion  of  the  external  or  celluFar  coat 
into  a  sac.  Ulceration  and  rupture  are  the  causes  which  give 
rise  to  this  destruction ;  end  notwithstanding  what  has  been 
stated  by  Richerande*,  the  author  has  not  found  either  rupture 
or  ulceration  without  the  coats  of  the  artery  having  undergone 
some  previous  morbid  alteration.  The  earliest  stage  of  aneu- 
rism was  exliibited  in  a  diseased  and  tliickened  aorta,  where 

"  The  internal  and  middle  coats  were  destroyed  apparently  5y 
ulceration,  and  the  external  coat  was  expanded  into  a  small  pouch' 
not  larger  than  a  pea."*— p.  62. 

Aneurism  from  rupture,  which  is  much  more  frequent,  has 
not  been  so  clearly  traced  to  its  commencement.  Aneurism  is 
shewn  to  arise  from  dilatation  of  the  coats  of  an  artery,  as  well 
as  from  the  destruction  or  laceration  of  them.  Mr.  Hodgson 
has  brouffht  forwards  some  oripnal  and  vahiable  pitjofs  in  fa- 
vour  of  this  doctrine,  so  strong^  opposed  by  Scarpa.  A  single 
dissection  of  the  aorta  illustrates  this  formaUon  ot  aneurism  in 
three  distinct  stages. 

''  The  internal  cost  was  throughout  inflamed,  and  furesented  a 
fleshy  irregular  appearance.  *  At  the  arch  of  itie  aorta  there  was  a 
dilatation  not  larger  than  the  half  of  a  small  pea^  About  two  inchest 
lower  in  the  same  vessel  was  a  seomd  dilatation  which  would  have 
contained  a  hasel-nut;  and  immediately  above  the  diaphragm,  was 
tile  large  aneurism  which  had  proved' fataL"— p.  67* 
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*  Xiisographk  Chirurffoale,  tonu  it.  p^  pS. 
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A  portion  of  the. vessel  containing  the  first  dilatation  being 
macerated  until  its  coats  could  be  easily  separated,  was  found 
to  consist  of  the  three  distinct  arterial  coats,  e^ch  of  wliich, 
when  thus  separated,  presented  the  appearance  of  a  minute 
aneurism.  Tne  secona  dilatation  exhibited  ^thc  same  circum- 
stances  in  a  more  advanced  stage,  the  three  coats  being  distinct, 
although  adhering  more  intimately  to  each  other.  In  the  large 
aneurism,  the  internal  and  middle  coats  could  be  traced  some 
way  into  the  sac,  and  it  is  sufficiently  probable  that  this 
also  commenced  in  a  partial  dilatation  of  all  the  coats  of  the 
artery.  Wc  cannot  cong;ratulate  the  author  on  his  attempts  to 
contrast  aneurism  witli  the  dilatation  of  arteries,  a  distinction  of 
some  importance  in  pathology.  Preternatural  dilatation  may 
be  partial,  or  may  occupy  the  whole  circle  of  an  artery ;  and 
either  of  these  may  precede  and  give  rise  to  what  is  strictly 
teAned  aneurism.  In  the  latter  disease  there  is  a  smooth  mem- 
branous sur&ce  lined  with  coagulum,  and  in  an  advanced  stage 
there  are  no  traces  of  the  coats  of  tlie  artery.  Preternatural 
dilatation  of  a  vessel  on  the  contrary  possesses  an  uniformity 
of  structure,  is  evidently  composed  of  the  three  coats  of  the 
artery,  and  contains  no  lameilated  coagulum.  '  An  artery  is 
sometimes  preternaturally  dilated  without  any  morbid  altenu 
tion  having  taken  place  in  its  coats ;  but  in  general  these  are 
in  a  morbid  condition,  and  the  diseased  appearances  are  founci 
in  various  ^rts  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  dilated  portion. 

It  is  difficult,  however,  to  keep  in  mind  this  distinction  be* 
tween  dilated  aneurismal  arteries.  The  author  evidently  con- 
founds them  when  he  says, 

"  The  few  specimens  of  aneurism  in  the  arteries  of  the  braiu 
which  1  have  met  with  appear  to  have  consisted  in  dilatation.*'— 
pc69. 

He  l^s  again  and  again  repeated  the  remark,  that  from  the 
absence  of  cellular  membrane  within  the  skull,  morbid  altera- 
tions in  the  coats  of  arteries,  which  in  other  parts  of  the  system 
would  give  rise  to  aneurism,  are  here  followed  by  apoplexy, 
(p.  27.  (J9.  75.)  . 

JVIr;.  H(xlgson^8  explanation  of  the  formation  of  aneurism  is 
a  modification  of  the  aifferent  doctrines  of  others  on  the  same 
subject,  and  is  briefly  stated  as  follows : 

"  First ;  Numecoos  aneurisms  are  formed  by  destruction  of  the 
internal  and  middle  coats  of  an  tatfiry,  and  the  expansion  of  the  ex- 
ternal coat  into  a  small  cyst,  which  givin^o^  way  from  distention^  the 
surrounding  parts,  whatever  may  be  their  structure,  form  the  re- 
mainder of  the  sac. 

'*  Secondly ;  Sometimes  the  disease  commences  in  the  dilatation 
of  a  portion  of  the  circumference  of  an  artery.  This  dilatation  in- 
creases until  the  coats  of  the  vessel  give  way,  when  the  surrouadins 
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parts  form  the  sac,  in  the  same  manner  as  when  the  disease  is  in  the 
Dxst  instance  produced  by  destructicHi  of  the  coats  of  an  artery." 

When  an  aneurismal  sac  invades  the  structure  of  a  bone, 
the  latter  appears  carious  and  corroded. '  Absorption  is  un- 
doubtedly, as  the  author  states,  the  principal  agent  in  produc- 
iilg  this  effect,  which  is  not  observed  to  be  accompanied  with 
the  formation  of  pus.  Cartilage,  whether  subjected  to  pres- 
sure from,  or  exposed  to  the  contact  of  blood  in  aneurismal 
sacs,  is  less  rapidly  absorbed  than  bone. 

The  deposition  of  the  fibrous  portion  of  the  blood  is  gene- 
rally one  of  the  first  circumstances  which  attends  the  formation 
of  aneurism.  This  deposition  takes  place  in  concentric  and  suc- 
cessive layers,  the  external  layers  being  formed  first.  LameU 
lated  coagula  have  been  found,  in  a  somewhat  similar  state,  in 
diseases  of  the  heart,  its  cavities  being  so  much  dilated,  or  its 
muscular  parietes  so  much  attenuated,  as  to  be  unable  to  pro- 
pel the  whole  of  their  contents  so  as  to  completely  empty  them. 
Aneurisms,  like  abscesses,  tend  towards  external  or  inter- 
nal surfaces  of  the  body.  When  they  point  externally,  they 
rarely  or  never  burst  by  laceration,  but  the  extreme  distension 
causes  sloughing  of  the  mteguments  and  investing  parts,  and  the 
blood  issues  forth  on  the  separation^  of  the  eschar.  The  sac 
opens  in  the  same  way,  when  it  projects  into  a  cavity  lined  with 
a  mucous  membrane,  as  the  stomach,  oesophagus,  or  bladder. 
But  in  all  instances  where  aneurisms  have  burst  into  cavities 
lined  by  serous  membrane,  as  the  pleura,  pericardium,  &c.  it 
.  has  been  by  laceration,  and  not  in  consequence  of  ulceration  or 
slough  in  sr.  This  general  remark  has  not,  as  far  as  we  know, 
been  made  by  any  other  writer  than  Mr.  Hodgson,  and  out 
recollection  does  not  sen^e  us  with  a  single  exception  to  it 

Aneurisms,  and  those  diseases  of  the  coats  of  arteries  which 
piTcodc  their  formation,  are  remarkably  less  frequent  in  women 
than  in  men.  Out  of  sixty-three  aneurismal  patients  which 
have  come  under  the  observation  of  the  author,  tliere  were 
only  seven  females. 

It  is  more  requisite  for  the  generality  of  practitioners  to 
understand  the  symptoms  and  diagnosis  of  aneurisms,  than 
tf>  "be  able  to  perform  great  operations  fc^r  the  cure  of  them. 
The  symptoms  of  an  internal  aneurism  are,  for  tlie  most  part, 
very  equivocal :  when  it  is  situated  at  the  root  Of  the  aorta^ 
they  greatly  resemble  those  of  diseases  of  the  heart. 

''  The  pulse  at  the  wrist  is  generally  feeble  and  intermittinffj 
the  action  of  tlie  heart  is  irregular,  Rud  attended  with  frequent  pal- 
pitations ;  there  is  a  sense  of  constriction  across  the  chest,  with  an 
intense  pain  extending  from  the  sternum  down  the  arms,  and  a  dif- 
ficulty in  respiration  proportionate  to  the  size  of  thetumour/'—p.  89* 
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An  aneurismal  tumour  arising  from  the  superior  part  of  the 
arch  of  the  aorta,  ascends  gradually  and  appears  externally  at 
the  root  of  the  neck,  and  is  very  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  aneu- 
rism of  th^  subclavian  or  carotid.  When  situated  in  the  tho- 
racic aorta,  an  aneurism  produces  impediments  of  respiration 
andi  deglutition,  and  is  often  mistaken  for  diseases  of  the  lun^ 
*  or  strictures  of  the  oesophagus.  Mr.  Hodgson  remarks  on  this 
subject,  that  in  aneurisms  not  accompanied  with  diseases  in  the 
lungs,  the  expectoration  consists  of  a  thin  frothy  mucus,  whilst 
in  phthisis  it  is  either  puriform  or  thick  and  clotted.  We  are 
little  disposed,  however,  to  rely  on  this  diagnostic  sign,  having 
8o  frequently  witnessed  a  thick  and  clotted  expectoration  where 
the  iungs  have  been  sympathetically  affected  from  some  local 
disease,  and  where  the  pulmonary  symptoms  have  speedily  dis- 
appeared on  the  local  complaint  Peing  removed. 

Pulsation  in  the  epigastric  region  exists  from  various  causes 
besides  aneurism ;  as,  displacement  or  enlargementof  the  hearty 
dilatation  of  the  inferior  vena  cava,  and  tumours  within  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  same  63rmptom  also  occurs  with- 
out any  organic  disease,  in  persons  suffering  from  indigestion 
and  hypochondriasis,  and  we  have  known  it  not  only  ^<  miti- 
gated,'' but  entirely  removed,  by  attention  to  these  complaints. 
Mr.  Hodgson  thinks  also  that  abdominal  pulsation  arises  some- 
times from  distention  of  the  stomach  with  air^  as  he  has,  in  the 
cases  to  which*  he  alludes,  found  the  pulsation  diminished  by' 
vrindy  eructations. 

Aneurisms  in  the  extremities  are  less  liable  to  be  mistaken 
for  other  .diseases  tlian  those  which  arc  internal.  As  they  ar^ 
sometimes  without  evident  pulsation,  however,  the  diagnosis 
is  rendered  obscure.  If  the  artery  be  compressed  above  the 
tumour,  it  generally  becomes  more  flaccid,  whether  it  be  at- 
tended with  pulsation  or  not.  If  at  the  same  time  the  tumour 
he  compressed,  its  bulk  may  oflen  be  still  further  diminished ; 
but,  when  the  compression  is  removed  from  the  artery  and  tu- 
mour, the  latter  instantly  regains  its  forfncr  dimensions.  Con- 
tinued pressure  with  the  hands  will  also  enable  us  oflen  to  dis^ 
cover,  in  some'part  of  the  swelling,  a  degree  of  pulsation,  which 
Was  not  perceptible  on  a  more  partial  examination. 

"  When  the  artery  is  compressed  below  an  aneurism,  so  as  to 
intercept  the  progress  of  the  blood  into  the  inferior  arteries  of -the 
limbj  the  tumour  is  rendered  more  tense,  and  its  pulsation  mord 
violent :  when  die  pulsation  in  an  aneurism  is  indistinct,  it  may  in 
this  manner  be  rendered  more  evident;  and,  in  aneurisms  which 
are  not  attended  with  pulsation  when*  the  passage  of  the  blood 
through  die  inferior  portion  of  the  vessel  is  uninterruj^ted,  by  com- 
pressing the  artery  below  the  tumour,  pulsation  wUl  sometimes  be 
produced  in  the  latter."— p.  97. . 
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We  must,  however,  caution  the  surgeon  against  placing  torn 
much  confidence  in  compressing  the  lower  portion  of  the  artery 
under  the  circumstances  last  noticed.  A  tumour  situated  im» 
mediately  over  an  artery,  and  having  no  pulsation,  shall 
appear  to  pulsate,  when  the  artery  is  compressed  below  it* 
We  speak  irom  observation.  From  this  cause  we  have  known 
a  ligature  put  upon  ah  artery  with  Ihe  expectation  of  disperse 
inga  tumour,  which  proved  not  to  be  aneurismal. 

Various  tumours  may  possess  a  pulsation  from  the^r  being 
situated  undemeatli  or  upon  an  artery,  or  in  consequence  of 
an  artery  passing  through  them.  If  the  tumour  can  be  ndsed 
a  little  from  the  sublatent  artery,  the  pulsation  ceases,  or  is  di- 
minished. The  whole  m^s  of  the  tumour  is  alternately  ele- 
vated and  depressed  by  the  artery  beneath  it,  a  motion  to  be 
distinguished  from  that  general  distension  which  is  produced 
in  an  aneurismal  sac,  by  Uie  infusion  of  blood  into  it  at  each 
pulsation  of  the  heart.  When  an  artery  passes  over  a  solid 
tumour,  this  can  hardly  be  mistaken ;  but  a  soft  tumour,  under 
the  same  circumstances,  has  been  mistaken  for  aneurism.  By 
careful  examination  the  course  of  the  artery  can  generally  be 
traced  over  the  tumour ;  yet  this  will  not  be  sufficient  to  enable 
US  always  to  discriminate  the  nature  pf  the  disease;  because 
aneurisms  have  been  known  to  arise  from  the  posterior  part  of 
an  artery.  When  a  tumour  derives  a  pulsation  from  an  artery 
passing  through  it,  the  diagnosis  is  still  more  obscure.  Tu^ 
mours  not  aneurismal  are  neither  rendered  flaccid  nor  dimir 
nished  in  volume  by  compression  of  the  artery  above 'them. 

Aneurisms,  like  most  other  diseases,  occasionally  underga 
a  spontaneous  cure.  The  processes  by  which  this  end  has 
been  effected,  are  reduced  by  Mr.  Hod^on  under  the  follow- 
ing heads:  1st,  the  removal  of  the  whme  tumour  by  sphacela- 
tion, in  consequence  of  tlie  extreme  inflammation  exated  by 
distension  of  the  surrounding  parts ;  2dly^  the  tumour  assuming 
6uch  a  position  as  to  compress  and  obliterate  the  superior  or 
inferior  portion  of  the  artery  commumcating  with  the  sac; 
Sdly^  the  gradual  deposition  of  the  fibrine  of  the  blood  in  the 
aneurismu  sac,  and  the  artery  leading  to  it,  so  as  to  render 
them  impervious,  and  allow  of  a  subsequent  process  by  wliich  the 
tumour  18  removed.  A  spontaneous  cure  from  the  first  and 
second  of  these  causes  is  a  rare  occurrence ;  when  this  effect 
does  happen,  it  is  mostly  from  obUteration  of  the  sac,  in  conse« 
quoKse  of  the  deposition  of  lamellated  coagulum. ,  This  sub- 
ject is  in  some  respects  ably  discussed  by  the  author ;  and  it 
would  be  a  pleasure  io  us,  it  our  Umits  permitted  it,  to  follow 
him  minut^y  throu^out  the  whole  of  nis  reasonings  upon  it 
The  process  ne  describes  to  consist  of  three  stag^ : 

**  iBt,  The  eavity  of  the  sac  is  gradtially  filled  with  layers  of 
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• 

"voaguhun.  2dly^  The  circulation  through  the  vessel  is  in  most  in- 
stances prevented  by  the  extension  of  this  coagulum  to  the  origin  of 
the  next  important  ramifications  that  are  given  off  by  the  artery 
from  which  the  disease  originates.  3dly^  The  coagulum  is  gradu- 
ally absorbed^  and  the  artery  and  the  sac  contract  until  the  one  be« 
comes  an  impervious  cylinder^  and  the  other  a  small  fleshy  tumour." 
—p.  117- 

Mr.  Hodgson  has  attempted  to  porove,  that  an  aneurism 
may  also  be  cured  by  the  deposition  of  coagulum,  without  the 
obliteration  of  the  cavity  of  the  artery  from  which  it  Originates. 
In  some  of  the  cases  of  aneurism  of  uie  aorta,  however,  which 
he  details  for  this  purpose,  death  evidently  took  place  from  the 
existence  of  tlie  aneurismal  tumour;  and,  therefore^  rather 
prove  the  contrary  of  what  was  intended.  None  of  them  are 
examples  of  "  a  perfect  cure  ("  although  the  deposition  within 
the  sac  had  gone  so  far  as  to  **  render  it  incapable  of  bursting, 
by  entirely  precluding  tlie  ingress  of  tlie  blood.''  This  was 
dating  the  cure  of  a  disease  from  the  time  at  which  it  is  so 
changed  that  it  cannot  be  immediately  fatal.  We  are  alluding 
to  cases  30,  21,  2S,  and  23 ;  the  three  last  of  which  are  accom- 
panied by  no  satisfactory  history ;  and  the  first  only  shews 
that,  as  tne  patient  becomes  exhausted  by  the  long  continuance 
of  the  disease,  and  the  debilitating  means  of  treatment  em- 
ployed on  account  of  it,  the  aneurismal  tumour  shall  diminish^ 
the  symptoms  shall  be  somewhat  alleviated,  although  the  pa« 
tient  gradually  sinks  under  them,  and  the  whole  cavity  of  the 
aneurismal  sac  shall  be  found  nearly  filled  witli  a  firm  and 
ileshy  coagulum,  which  does  not  extend  into  the  cavity  of  the 
aorta  so  as  to  encroach  upon  its  calibre. 

It  is  the  primary  object  in  the  mcilical  as  well  as  the  surgi- 
cal treatment  of  aneurism,  to  facilitate  those  processes  which 
are  known  to  take  place  in  a  spontaneous  cure?  It  is  therefore 
the  impetus  of  the  circulation  which  causes  the  dilatation  and 
ultimate  rupture  of  the  sac,  and  prevents  the  extensive  deposi- 
tion of  the  coagulum  within  it ;  lience  the  diminution  ot  the 
force  of  the  drculation  by 

**  repeated  blood-lettings,  abstinence,  attention  to  diet,  perfect 
ouietude,  the  absence  of  such  states  of  the  mind  as  peculiarly  affect 
^e  circulation,  and  attention  to  the  condition  of  those  organs,  more 
particularly  of  the  alimentary  canal,  which  exert  a  peculiar  influence 
over  the  action  of  tlie  heart  and  arteries." — p.  145. 

The  use  of  digitalis  and  the  application  of  ice  to  the  tumour, 
have  been  employed  with  some  apparent  advantage;  but 
bleeding  and  meagro  diet  are  the  means  most  to  be  rebed  upoR^ 
and  when  the  disease  is  in  the  aorta,  the  bleedings,  as  Mr. 
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Hodgson  remarks,  should  be  small  in  quantity  from  a  small 
orifice,  and  frequently  repeated  to  avoid  fainting ; 

*'  for  the  blood  is  liable  during  that  state  to  accumulate  in  the 
aneurisnial  sac^  and  to  fonn  an  impediment  to  the  circulation  when 
the  heart  revives." — p.  16 1. 

The  surgical  treatment  consists  in  the  obliteration  of  the 
cavity  of  the  artery  communicating  with  the  sac,  the  increase 
of  the  tumour  being  thus  prevented,  the  deposition  of  coagu- 
liira  is  promoted.  Compression  has  been  used  for  this  purpwe. 
The  success  which  has  occasionally  attended  compression  of  the 
whole  limb,  is  to  be  attributed  chiefly  to  the  debilitating  means 
of  treatment  that  were  combined  with  it.  In  every  instance  in 
which  partial  pressure,  with  a  view  to  obliterate  a  portion  of  the 
artery  above  the  disease,  has  been  tried  in  this  country,  the 
pain  has  been  so  great,  that  the  patient  could  never  submit  to 
the  treatment  long  enough  for  any  satisfactory  result  to  take 

Elace.  The  Frencli  surgeons,  however,  seem  in  a  few  cases  to 
avc  employed  it  with  happy  eflTect.  In  a  few  rare  instances 
in  which  the  body  of  the  tumour  is  reflected  upon  the  superior 
part  of  the  artery,  moderate  compression  may  be  advantageously 
combined  with  the  debilitating  treatment,  to  promote  a  spon- 
taneous cure :  but  all  attempts  to  repress  the  growth  of  wieu- 
risms  proceeding  from  the  thorax  or  abdomen  by  external 
pressure,  are  injurious,  and  attended  with  an  aggravation  of  the 
symptoms. 

We  shall  not  trouble  our  readers  with  a  history  of  the  old 
method  of  operating  for  aneurism  by  opening  the  sac,  (a 
method,  whicn  in  France  is  not  even  yet  fallen  into  disuse) ; 
but  shall  proceed  to  consider  what  is  called  the  operation  for 
aneurisnif  tlie  application  ot  a  ligature  to  the  trunk  of  the 
artery  at  a  distance  from  the  aneurismal  tumour. 

Mr.  Hodgson  notices  three  important  points  connected  with 
this  operation;  1.  The  application  of  tne  ligature  so  as  to 
obliterate  the  trunk  of  the  artery.  2.  The  mode  by  which  the 
circulation  i&,after wards  carried  on  through  the  collateral  chan- 
nels. 3.  The  changes  which,  subsequently  take  place  in  the 
aneurismal  tumour. 

The  effect  to  be  produced  by  the  i^lication  of  a  ligature 
upon  an  artery  is  not  simply  an  approxunation  of  the  sides  of 
the  vessel,  as  was  formerly  supposed,  but  is  a  distinct  operation 
upon  it :  a  wound  is  produced  in  its  internal  and  middle  coals, 
wnieh  gives  rise  to  an  effusion  of  lymph,  whereby  the  opposite 
surfaces  of  the  extremity  of  the  vessel  are  united,  in  the  same 
manner  as  soft  parts  in  general  are  healed  bv  tlie  adhesive  ink' 
flammation.  The  detail  which  the  author  nas  jjiven  of  this 
process  differs  from  Dr.  Jones's  account  of  it,  only  m  the  former 
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stating  that  tbe  ligature  causes  the  aloughtng,  and  not  the  ul- 
ceration of  the  external  coat  which  it  immediately  embraces. 
Ilaemurrhage  from  the  application  of  the  ligature  may  occur  at 
two  periods ;  either  withm  a  few  hours  ai&r  the  operation,  or 
between  the  sixth  and  the  thirteenth  day  (or  even  later),  when 
the  ligature  may  be  expected  to  be  detached  from  the  vessel.. 
The  cause  of  the  first  of  these  occurrences,  as  Mr.  Hodgson 
states,  is  the  slippingoff  of  the  ligature  from  the  end  of  the  vessel : 
and  of  course  it  can  only  take  place  when  the  artery  has  been 
divided.  A  mistaken  fear  of  cutting  through  the  external  ooat  ^ 
of  the  vessel ;  from  the  ligature  being  too  thick,  or  not  regu- 
larly applied  to'  the  artery  in  a  drcular  direction ;  or  the  ends 
of  it,  in  making  the  knot,  having  crossed  each  other  in  such  a 
way  as  to  make  a  knot  that  will  blip;  from  any  of  these  causes,  the 
ligature  may  be  too  loose,  and  slip  off  where  the  vessel  retracts, 

''  If  spicula  of  calcareous  matter  exist  in  the  artery  at  the  place 
where  .the  ligature  is  appli^,  it  may  cut  through  all  the  coats  of 
the  vessel^  and  in  that  way  give  rise  to  haemorrhage. 

''  But  secondary  hannojrrhaffe  generally  occurs  at  a  remote  pe- 
riod. The  principal  causes  of  this  accident  are  the  obstacles  which 
the  adhesive  inflammation  has  met  with  in  consequence  of^  1.  a  mor- 
bid condition  of  the  coats  of  the  artery ;  2.  the  application  of  an 
imnroper  ligature ;  3.  its  premature  removal;  4.  sloughing^  or  ulce- 
ration- of  the  vessel  and  surrounding  parts."— p.  202. 

The  ligature  employed  should  be  of  such  a  shape  as  will 
effect  a  simple  division  of  tlie  ulernal  and  middle  coats  through- 
out the  whole  of  their  extent,  A  broad  ligature  does  not  make 
a  smooth  and  even  wound  of  the  coats ;  and  by  extending  be* 
yond  tlie  point  of  adhesion  (i.  e.  beyond  the  cut  surfaces), 
causes  ulceration  and  haemorrhage.  Flat  ligatures  will  effect 
only  a  partial  and  contused  laceration  of  the  internal  coats,  and 
are  liable  to  the  same  objections. 

"  From  the  some  reasoning  it  is  evident  how  opposite  to  the 
processes  of  obliteration  is  the  employment  of  mduu  or  extended 
pressure,  which,  instead  of  operatmg  upon  the  mtemal  coats  of  the 
artery,  product  ulceration  from  without,  and  exposes  the  cavity  of 
the  vessel.  Hence  also  the  impropriety  of  surrounding  the  artery 
with  cylinders  of  lint,  plates  of  cork  or  wood,  slices  of  agaric^ 
ttrre^ati^eii  vois^^artirti,  ligahtres  daiieitie,  and  a  variety  of  in- 
ventiona  irbich>have  beea  employed  for  the  purpose  of  preventing^ 
but  wJUoh  in  &et  ^id  to  produce  secondary  haemorrhage."— p.  20o. 

It  is  desirable  that  an  artery  should  be  completely  detached 
from  its  eoaneotions  before  the  implication  of  a  ligature ;  for  if 
any  of  these  are  included  in  it,  they  generally  slough  or  ulce* 
rate;  and  they  always  render 

''  it  difficult  to  calculate  the  force  which  is  requisite  to  divide  tha 
internal  and  middle  coats."— p.  208. 
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The  most  frequent  cause  of  haemorrhage  is  the  ulceration 
or  slouching  of  the  extremity  of  the  artery :  either  of  these  may 
be  confined  to  the  artery  itself,  from  the  employment  of  im- 
proper contrivances  to  effect  its  obliteration ;  or  may  occur  in 
the  surrounding  parts  from  improper  treatment  of  the  wound, 
and  many  other  causes:  for  whatever  excites  ulceration  or 
sloughing  of  a  wound^  will  be  liable  to  produce  these  effects 
after  the  opc*ration  for  aneurism. 

The  following  remarks  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  applying  a 
ligature  to  an  artery,  appear  to  us  to  pe  justified  by  the  ui- 
vestigatious  of  modern  physiologists,  and  the  practice  of  our 
best  surgeons. 

'*  First :  The  cord  should  bfe  thin  and  rounds  such  a  h'^ature 
being  most  likely  to  effect  a  clean  division  of  the  internal  and  mid- 
dle coats  of  the  Vessel^  aud  not  liable  to  occasion  extensive  ulcera- 
tion or  sloughing. 

"  Secondly:  The  ligature  should  be  tied  very  tight,  in  order  to 
insure  the  complete  division  of  the  internal  and  middle  coats,  and 
to  prevent  its  detachment,  it  being  almost  impossible,  even  with 
the  thinnest  ligature,  entirely  to  cut  through  a  healthy  artery. 

"  Thirdly  :  The  vessel  should  be  detached  from  its  connexions 
only  to  such  an  extent  as  is  nec^ssa^y  for  the  passage  of  the  ligature 
underneath  it. 

"  Fourthly :  The  immediate  adhesion  of  the  wound  slioukl  be 
pronioted  by  all  those  means  which  assist  that  process  in  general. 

"  Lastly :  Experience  having  proved  tiiat  secondary  hsroorrhage 
arises  more  from  an  improper  mode  of  tying  the  artery  or  of  treating 
the  wound,  than  from  tne  condition  of  an  undivided  artery,  the  prac- 
tice of  applying  two  ligatures  and  dividing  the  vessel  in  the  inter- 
space is  not  an  essential  object  But  in  situations  where  tliere  is  a 
vigortnu  circulation  at  both  ends  of  the  vessel,  the  application  of 
two  natures  is  advisable.'^— -pp.  224-6. 

There  are  two  modes  by  which  arteries  communicate  with 
each  other*-the  anastomoses  of  minute  ramifications,  and  the 
direct  inosculations  of  trunks;  and  the  circulation  is  immedi- 
ately carried  on  by  one  or  both  of  these  modes,  when  the  main 
artery  of  a  limb  is  rendered  impervious  by  the  application  of  a 
ligature.     If  an  artery  be  tied  a  short  time  before  the  death  of 

.  an  animal,  and'the  limb  afterwards  injected,  the  anastomoses 
of  minute  vessels  are  larger  and  more  numerous.  If  the  limb 
be  examined  at  a  more  remote  period  from  the  obliteration  of 
its  main  arteiy,  a  f^w  of  the  anastomonng  vessels  will  be  found 
enlarged,  so  as  to  form  permanent  channels  for  the  continuance 
of  the  circulutiun,  whilst  the  rest  have  collapsed  to  their  origin^ 
size.  Throughout  the  body  the  anastomosing  branches  of  ar- 
teries are  so  di»^ributed  as  to  form  arches,  which  connect  dif- 
ferent portions  of  the  same  trunk,  so  that  the  blood  may  be 

■  conveyed  from  one  extremity  to  the  other  of  a  vessel,  without 
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passing  through  its  cavity.  In  proportion  as  the  vessels  dimi- 
xiish  in  size,  tlieir  communications  with  each  other  are  more 
numerous. 

Mr.  Hodgson  observes,  tliat  the  dilatation  of  the  collateral 
branches  is  not  entirely  owing  to  the  mechanical  effect  of  the 
increaiied  force  with  which  the  blood  is  driven  into  them,  when 
Its  passage  tlirough  the  main  channel  is  obstructed ;  it  seems 
rather  to  be  dependant  upon  a  property  in  tlie  vascular  system, 
Avhcrcby  the  size  of  the  vessels  is  always  acconuncxlated  to  that  of 
the  parts  which  they  supply.  When  a  main  artery  is  oblite^ 
rated,  the  whole  limb  may  oe  regardeil  as  an  adventitious  ap- 
pendage which  derives  its  nouriJiiuent  entirely  from  the  colla- 
teral branclnm;  these 

^'  ai*e  consequently  enlarged  so  as  to  transmit  a  due  quantity  of 
blood,  in  tke  samtf  manner  as  they  are  dilated,  for  the  support  of 
morbid  growtlis." — p.  255. 

Immediately  after  the  operation  for  aneurism,  the  tempe- 
rature of  the  diseased  limb  is  commonly  below  that  of  the  rest 
of  the  body.  In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  it  increases;  and 
on  the  second  and  tliird  days  it  is  four  or  ftve  degrees  higher 
than  the  temperature  of  the  opposite  limb.  It  continues  thus 
ibr  several  days,  whilst  the  anastomosing  channels  are  dilating, 
and  i]]en  gradually  subsides  to  the  healthy  standard.  Mr. 
Ilcx^^^rson  ingeniously  reuiarks,  that 

*'  the  part  in  which  the  anastomosing  vessels  are  situated,  may  be 
Raid  to  he  in  a  state  of  iiifliunmation,  which  is  always  attended  with 
,an  unusual  evolution  of  heat." 

^Ve  have  found,  however,  that  the  increase  of  temperature 
is  not  confined  to  the  part  where  the  dilated  anantomosing  ves^ 
sets  are  situated,  but  extends  over  the  whole  limb.  A  more 
satisfac(i»rv  explanation  of  the  increase  of  heat  seems  to  be,  that 
an  incTiasc^d  action  takes  place  in  the  minute  vessels,  in  conse-  * 
quencv  of  the  temporary  impediment  which  the  circulation  in 
them  exjx?rienced  from  the  application  of  the  ligature. 

There  arc  various  circumstances  which  may  prevent  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  collateral  circulation ;  as,  placnig  the  limb  in 
such  a  jiosition  that  the  chief  weight  of  it  rests  upon  the  part  in 
which  the  princi))a]  collateral  branches  are  situated ;  applying 
tight  bandai^es;  allowing  the  aneurismal  tumour  to  grow  so 
large  an  to  destroy  [)arts  m  which  some  of  the  principal  anasto- 
mosing vessels  are  sitnatt*d,  or  by  its  pressure  to  prevent  their 
dilatation — a  tcx)  languid  state  oi  the  circulation,  disease  in  the 
vessels,  r.nd  old  age,  &c,  A  vigorous  state  of  the  system  is  n^ 
cessary  fur  the  ci^tablishment  of  a  collateral  circulation ;  hence 
the  impropriety  of  copious  bleedings  after  the  operation  for 
aneurism.     The  abstraction  of  heat  from  the  limb  after  the 
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operation,  has  given  rise  to  mortification.  If  the  arterial  action 
be  torpid  y  it  may  be  proper  to  quicken  it  by  friction,  or  warm 
clothing;  if  excessive,  it  may  be  controlled  by  general  bleeding 
and  the  employment  of  evaporating  waishesw 

Mr.  Hodgson  finishes  his  account  of  the  collateral  circular 
Hon  with  these  practical  conclusions. 

"  First :  When  the  circumstances  tending  to  prevent  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  collateral  circulation^  which  I  have  mentioned^  do 
not  exists  we  need  not  apprehend  the  death  of  any  part  in  conse- 
quence of  a  deficient  supply  of  blood  afler  the  ligature  of  its  main 
artery. 

^  Secondly :  The  circulation  will  be  as  effectually  carried  on  in  a 
healthy  limb  wiien  the  main  artery  is  suddenly  >tied  in  consequence 
of  a  wound,  as  when  an  aneurism  has  existed  for  a  considerable 
time.  ^ 

"  Lastly :  The  practice  of  permitting  an  aneurism  to  in9reasex 
that  the  collateral  branches  may  become  enlarged,  is  not  only  uii- 
neces8:ury,  but  injurious,  inasmuch  as  that  the  increase  of  the  tumour 
timst  be  attendee!  with  a  destruction  of  the  surroundinfr  parts,  which 
will  render  the  cure  of  the  disease  more  tedious  and  uncertain." — 
p.  265,  266. 

The  next  important  point  in  the  history  of  the  operation 
for  aneurism,  is  the  effects  produced  upon  the  tumour  by  the 
ligature  on  the  artery  whicn  supplied  it. 

That  a  stream  of  blood  in  most  instances  passes  through  the 
sac  after  the  tyin^  of  the  superior  part  of  the  artery,  at  a 
distance  from  the  disease,  is  proved, 

*'  lit,  by  the  occasional  recurrence  of  pulsation  in  the  tumour  after 
the  (^ration ;  2dly,  by  cases  in  which  the  cavity  of  the  sac  has  been 
exposed^  and  hemorrhage  has  been  the  consequence ;  and,  3dly,  by 
dissections^  in  which  it  has  been  found  that  tln^  cavity  of  the  aneu* 
rism  as  well  as  that  of  the  artery  from  which  it  originated,  was  per- 
vious, from  the  part  which  was  obliterated  by  the  direct  operation 
of  the  ligature." — ^p.  267- 

This  state  of  the  sac  is  not  of  long  duration  ;  for  the  ingress  of 
blood  into  it  is  gradually  obstructed  by  the  accumulation  of 
coagula,  until  the  sac  is  filled,  and  the  mouth  of  the  artery 
opening  into  it  is  closed.  The  sac  and  artery  afterwards  con- 
tract uptil  the  cavity  of  the  latter  is  oblitcrateil,  both  above  and 
below  the  part  froni  which  the  aneurism  arose,  to  the  origin  of 
some  important  branch.  As  the  absorption  of  the  coaguium 
advances,  the  membranes  of  which  the  sac  is  composed  gra- 
dually contract,  and  are  at  last  converted  into  a  solid  ligament- . 
ous  cord  or  knot,  similar  to  what  is  met  with  at  a  remote  period 
from  the  spontaneous  cure. 

When  the  cure  of  popliteal  aneurism  has  been  thus  effected 
by  the  modem  operation,  a  portion  of  the  femoral  artery  has 
been  found  to  be  obliterated  for  the  space  of  three  or  four  fin- 
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eers*  breadth  at  the  place  where  the  li^turewas  applied ;  be- 
low that  part  it  was  pervious,  and  continued  so  for  some  dis- 
tance, when  the  obhteration  again  commenced,  and  continued 
throughout  a  considerable  extent  of*  the  popliteal  to  the  origin 
of  the  inferior,  articular,  or  tibial  arteries.  Thus  an  insulated 
portion  of  the  artery  had  preserved  its  cavity,  which  was  termi- 
nated above  by  the  part  obliterated  by  the  filature,  and  below 
by  the  part  which  had  become  impervious  in  consequence  of 
the  effects  of  the  operation  upon  th^  aneurism  in  the  ham. 
This  insulated  portion  of  the  artery  still  retuned  its  calibre ; 
and  by  considerable  anastomosing  vessels  joining  its  upper  ex- 
tremity, it  received  blood,-  which  it  transmitted  into  anastomo- 
sing channels  which  ori^nated  below  the  knee.  Mr.  A.  Cooper^s 
case,  where  the  femoral  artery  was  converted  into  a  solid  cord 
from  the  origin  of  the  profunua  to  the  commencement  of  the 
tibial  arteries,  is  tlie  only  instance  that  has  l)een  dissected, 
idiere  so  extensive  an  obliteration  of  the  vessel  has  been  found. 
The  blood  which  enters  the  sac  aFter  the  ligature  has  been 
applied  at  a  distance  from  the  disease,  may  be  derived  from 
three  sources :  1.  From  the  superior  extremity  of  the  artery. 

2.  From  anastomosing  branches  which  open  into  the  sac  itself. 

3.  In  a  retrogade  direction  from  the  inferior  extremity  of  the 
vessel. 

'  The  application  of  a  ligature  below  tlie  aneurismal  tumour, 
has  been  twice  tried,  when  the  disease  was  so  situated,  tliat  the 
ligature  could  not  lie  applied  above  it ;  and  although  both 
cases  terminated  unfavourably,  they  do  not  altogether  destroy 
the  {NX)babiIity  of  a  more  happy  result,  if  no  branch  ori^nated 
from  the  aneurism,  or  from  the  portion  of  the  artery  between 
the  ligature  and  the  tumour. 

Neither  the  age  of  the  patient  nor  the  size  of  the  tu- 
mour are  sufficient  reasons  for  omitting  the  operation  for  an 
aneurism,  provided  the  circumstances  of  tlie  case  in  other 
respects  appear  to  demand  it  When  the  tumour  is  very  large, 
if  mortification  siiould  follow  the  operation,  the  limb  can  then 
be  amputated.  Neither  should  the  operation  be  omitted, 
although  appearances  of  gangrene  have  taken  place  on  the 
tumour ;  for,  should  it  burst  afterwards,  it  is  probable,  that 
both  ends  of  the  artery  in  the  sac  will  be  closed  with  coagula, 
so  as  to  prevent  haemorrhage.  In  two  instances  in  which 
patients  have  died  from  popUteal  aneurism,  it  was  found,  that 
a  small  aneurism  at  the  root  of  the  aorta  had  burst  into  the 
pericardium.  It  is  therefore  prudent  to  inquire  previously 
into  the  existence  of  thoracic  or  abdominal  aneurisms ;.  and  if 
these  be  present,  only  a  palliative  treatment,  by  depletbn, 
abstinence,  and  quietude,  snould  be  employed.  The  operation 
should  not  be  prevented  on  account  <^  the  existence  of  more 
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than  one  aneuriam  in  the  extremities  at  the  same  time.  The 
main  arteries  of*  two  limbs  have  been  tied  with  perfect  success 
in  the  same  patient.  Mr.  Hodgson  believes,  that  the  ligature 
of  one  trunk  accelerates  the  growth  of  the  aneurism  in  the  op- 
posite limb.  The  second  operation  may  be  performed  with 
safety  a  few  days  after  the  ligature  eiiiiployed  in  the  first  is  dc^ 
tached. 

After  this  general  view  of  the  pathology  and  treatment  of 
aneurism,  Mr.  Hodgson  gives  a  practical  as  well  as  historical 
account  of  particular  aneurisms,  for  which  operations  are  re- 
quired; carotid,  axillary,  subdavian,  brachial,  radial,  ulnar, 
inguinal,  glutseal,  ischiadic,  femoral,  popliteal,  and  tibia). 
Having  been  little  engaged  in  cqperatiug  for  aneurisms,  he  has 
not  been  able  to  add  to  the  vaiue  of  this  part  of  his  work  by 
original  cases :  but  he  has  brought  together  all  the  instances  in 
which  the  more  important  vessels  have  been  tied ;  and  described 
the  particular  course  of  the  collateral  circulation,  after  the  ap- 
plication of  a  ligature  to  the  different  arteries  in  the  body.  The 
mode  of  the  performing  the  operation  for  each  ancprism,  and 
the  anatomy  m  the  parts  concerned  in  it,  are  briefly  and  clearly 
detailed.  These  are  subjects,  however,  which  ought  not  to  be 
abbreviated,  and  which  we  do  not  think  it  at  all  necessary  to 
transcribe.  We  dwelt  much  upon  the  pathology^  diagnosis ^ 
and  general  treatment,  of  aneurism,  because  it  falls  to  the  lot  of 
every  medical  man  to  meet  with  cases  of  it,  and  to  give  an  cpi^ 
nion  upon  them.  But  we  trust  that  no  surgeon  will  undertaKe 
an  operation  for  diseases  of  this  kind,  without  making  hiul^ielf 
acqumnted  with  all  which  has  been  written  upon  the  subject : 
ana  much  may  be  learnt  from  Mr.  Hodgson'^s  work. 

Under  the  head  of  Aneurism  from  Anastomosis,  Mr.  Hodg- 
son has  given  Mr.  John  BelPs  account  of  that  disease ;  Mr. 
Travers'^s  case,  where  the  carotid  artery  was  tied  for  an  aneu- 
rismal  tumour  in  the  orbit ;  and  some  of  Mr.  Al)ernethy''s* 
remarks  on  the  treatment  of  a  species  of  tlie  Navi  Materm  by 
pressure,  &c.  In  reference  to  the  last  of  these  subjects,  Mr. 
Hodgson  adds  the  following  case : 

''  1  have  at  this  time  a  child  under  my  care,  in  whom  the  disea.«e 
is  nearly  cured  by  compression.  The  tumour  is  sittiated  upon  the 
scalp.  When  the  child  was  bom  the  swelling  was  very  small,  but 
soon  after  .birth  it  increased  rapidly.  It  was  of  a  ^arple  colour,  and 
enlarged  when  the  child  cried.  It  could  be  emptied  of  its  contents 
by  pressure.    It  was  not  attended  with  pulsation,  but  the  arteries 


.    *  Surgical  Observations  on  Injuries  of  the  Head,  and  on  Mia« 
cellaneous  SutgectSj  p.  J^4. 
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vnd  veins  by  which  it  was  supplied  were  remarkably  dilated.  It  is 
now  seven  weeks  since  I  commenced  the  compression  by  means  Of 
«  piece  of  card,  which  was  firmly  bound  upon  the  tumour  by  ad- 
hesive straps.  The  tumour  is  at  least  two-thirds  less  since  this 
treatment  was  employed.  When  the  means  which  I  have  men- 
tioned cannot  be  used  on  account  of  the  situation  of  the  disease^  tlie 
early  extirpation  of  these  tumours  is  advisable/' — p.  448. 

In  the  same  section,  the  **  anomalous  tumour^  described  by 
Pott*  and  several  other  writers  is  noticed ;  and  two  original 
cases,  in  which  the  disease  was  situated  in  the  thigh,  are  in« 
troduced.  Mr.  Hodgson,  in  the  third  part  of  his  work,  treats 
of  wounded  arteries,  aneurisms  arising  from  them,  and  aneuris- 
mai  varix. 

The  view  which  he  has  taken  of  wounded  arteries  is  not 
very  comjirehcnsive.  The  various  causes  which  give  rise  to 
them,  such  as  gun-shot  wounds,  laceration,  fracture  of  bones, 

Euncture,  incision  (from  accidents  or  in  operations?),  ought  to 
e  noticed  in  a  practical  work  like  this ;  and  the  ini[x>rtant 
fiubject  of  haemorrhage  fully  discussed.  But  the  autlior  has 
contented  himself  with  giving  the  results  of  Mr.  Jones^'s  admi- 
rable investigations  on  the  means  by  which  haemorrhage 
from  wounded  arteries  is  suppressed,  with  a  word  or  two  on 
caustics,  styptics,  and  compression,  and  then  hastened  to  lay 
down  as  a  general  rule,  that 

**  in  every  instance  in  which  an  artery  of  considerable  size  is 
wounded,  each  extremity  of  the  vessel  should  be  tied  as  near  as  pos- 
sible to  the  wound  in  its  coats." — p.  469- 

That  this  is  a  got  xi  practical  rule,  and  that  it  should,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  followed  by  every  surgeon,  we  do  not  dispute. 
There  is,  however,  something  more  than  this  to  be  said  atiout 
the  matter ;  something  upon  the  difficulty  of  finding  both  ends 
9f  a  vessel  in  a  a)nfinea  and  lacerated  wound,  or  tlie  method 
of  searching  for  them  by  laying  open  the  sheath  into  which 
they  may  have  shrunk  when  completely  divided  by  a  cutting 
instrument;  something  upan  the  different  periods  at  which 
such  a  degree  of  haemorrhage  may  occur,  as  to  indicate  the  ex* 
istence  of  a  breach  in  any  considerable  vessel ;  something,  also, 
upon  tying  the  arterial  trunk  above  the  wound,  as  a  last  re^ 
source,  when  attempts  have  been  made  in  vain  to  rescue  the 
exposed  ends  of  it. 

A  wounded  artery  is  followed  by  a  diffused  aneurism ;  when, 
afler  the  integumeuts  have  been  brought  together,  compressed, 
and  united,  bleeding  takes  place  into  the  cellular  membrane, 
surrounding  the  artery,  ana  connecting  the  different  parts  of 
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the  fimb.    The.  treatment  q£  this  case  should  be  the  same  as 
that  of  a  wounded  artery  with  external  haemorrhage. 

*'  Having  divided  the  integament^^  and  sponged  oat  the  blbod, 
the  operator  should  search  for  the  wound  in  the  artery^  into  whidi  a 
probe  may  foe  introduced^  so  as  to  enable  him  to  detach  the  vessel 
with  accuracy  from  the  surroonding  parts.  Bpth  extremities  of  the 
artery  bein^^  tied^  the  blood  should  be  pressed  out  of  the  cellular 
membrane  into  which  it  ^has  been  injected,  in  order  to  diminish  as 
much las possible  the  extent  of^tlie  suppuration  whidiis  the  general 
consequence  of  this  injury/'-^p<  483. 

When  an  artery  is  punctured  or  partially  divided,  the  orifice 
may  be  closed  by  a  layer  of  coagulum,  so  as  to  stop  the  hasmor^ 
rhage,  and  the  edges  ol*  the  wound^  artery  may  be  subse-^ 
quently  united  by  the  efiusion  of  lymph,  in  the  same  naanuer 
as  wounds  in  soft  parts  in  general  are  healed  by  the  adhesive 
inflammation.  This  takes  place  more  frequently,  when  the 
wound  in  the  vessel  is  longitudinal  than  when  it  is  transverse 
or  oblique.  Some  days,  or  even  weeks,  after  the  accident,  this' 
lymph  IS  perhaps  torn  through,  and  a  circumscribed  aneurism 
formed,  rhe  same  treatment  is  required  for  this  aneurism,  as 
for  those  arising  from  diseases  of  arteries« 

Pressure  has  been  successful  in  so  many  instances  of  aneu- 
rism from  fractured  arteries,  that  it  ought,  we  believe^  to  be 
tried,  notwithstanding  the  little  confidence  which  Mr.  Hocfesoa 
places  in  it.  If  an  operation  be  required,  the  ligature  oi  tlie 
artery  at  a  distance  irom  the  wound,  will  as  certainly  effect  a 
cure  of  this  kind  of  aneurism,  as  of  that  which  is  a  consequence 
of  a  morbid  oondkion  of  tlie  coats  of  the  vessel. 

When  a  vein  is  transfixed,  and  an  artery  lyin^  immediately, 
beneath  it  punctured,  the  blood  passes  from  one  mto  the  other,' 
dilates  a  portion  of  the  vein  into  a  sac,  and  forms  the  disease 
termed  aneurismal  varix.  Sometimes  the  cellular  membrwie, 
between  the  artery  and  vein  is  dilated  into  an  aneutismal'  sac, 
which  forms  an  intervening  cavity  of  communication  between 
the  two  vessels ;  this  Mr.  Hodgson  calls  varicose  aneurism,  r  It 
seems  more  proper  to  regard  these  as  different  states  of  the 
same  disease,  aince  they  originate  from  the  same  cause,  aod 
since  one  is  sometimes  converted  into  the  other. 

The  fourth  part  of  this  work  ia  on  the  DiseoMeM  of  Veiris^ 
which  are  liable  to  all  those  morbid  changes  that  are  common 
to  soft  parts  in  generaL 

1.  Inflammalivn  lif  Veins. — Of  this  state  of  disease  the  inner 
coat  of  veins  is  peculiarly  susceptible.  Inflammation  of  a 
Mounded  vein  of  tlie  extremities  may  extend  to  the  great  venous 
trunks,  or  even  to  the  cavity  of  the  heart  Sometiwea  it  pro- 
d  jces  an  effusion  of  lymph,  and  the  tube  becomes  obliterated. 
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In  otlier  instances  pus  is  formed,  which  mixes  with  the  circu« 
lating  blood ;  or  .        ' 

^*  the  inflammation  having  prodttced  adhesion  of  the  sides  of  the 
vessel  at  certain  intervals^  boundaries  are  formed  to  the  collections 
of  pus,  which  in  this  manner  form  a  chain  of  abscesses  in  the  course 
jrf  the  vessd,"— p.  512. 

When  the  inflammatioB  of  veins  is  not  very  extensive,  its 
symptoms  arc  tlie  same  as  those  of  local  inflammation  in  gene- 
ral ;  and  it  requires  the  same  treatment—"  leeches,  purges,  low ' 
diet,  and  evaporating  washes.^  But  when  the  inflanunation 
extends  to  the  larger  venous  trunks,  and  pus  is  secreted  into  the 
cavity  of  the  vessel,  it  19  accompanied  with  symptoms  very  like 
typhus  fever.  We  could  add  much  to  the  few  pages  which 
ifr.  Hodgson  has  given  on  this  subject,  by  urging  the  pro* 
priety  of  active  general  bleeding  in  the  earliest  stage  ot  an 
inflamed  vein ;  £e  preference  of  warm  fomentations  to  evapo** 
rating  lotions.;  the  relief  experienced  from  pain  by  the  apphco* 
tion  of  a  bandage  below  the  wound  of  the  vessel,  &c.-— informa* 
tion  which  we  have  not  derived  from  books,  but  from  witness* 
mg  the  effects  of  ligatures  upon  the  vena  saphena,  and  the 
treatment  which  has  conducted  to  a  successful  issue,  after 
alarming  symptoms  of  inflammation  of  that  vein  had  made  their 
appearance.  We  cannot  agree  with  Mr.  Hodgson  in  attributing 
the  peculiar  typhcnd  and  nervous  symptoms  which  accompany 
inflamed  veins,  to  the  mixture  of  pus  ^nth  the  circulating  blood. 
Pus  has  been  injected  into  the  veins  of  a  dog  ¥dthout  causing 
any  such  symptoms ;  and  symptoms  of  low  fever  have  been 
present,  and  death  foUowedf,  where  only  redness  of  the  inner 
eoat  of  a  vein,  and  sUght  depositions  of  ooagulable  lymph,  were 
found  on  dissection. 

2.  Various  Morbid  Appearances  in  the  Coats  of  Keins.— UI* 
ceration  has  been  observed  on  the  inn^  surface  of  large  v^ns, 

—  and  their  coats  destroyed  by  it.  It  sometimes  extends  to  them 
ftx>m  neighbouring  parts,  and  by  exposing  their  cavitied,  gives 
rise  to  hisemorrbage.  In  general,  however,  the  adhesive  in- 
flammation precedes  the  ulcerative;  and  by  obliteration  of  the 
cavities  of  these  vessels,  bleeding  is  prevented.  Venous  trunks 
are  sometimes  ruptured ;  and  wlien  thi^  happens  to  those  near 
the  heart,  we  may  observe,  death  takes  place  more  suddenly 
than  when  that  viscus  itself  is  wounded  or  lacerated.  Calca* 
reous  matter  has  very  rarely  been  found  in  the  coats  of  veins, 
akhough  so  constantly  occurring  in  the  arteries  of  old  persons. 
Loose  calculi  have  been  found  in  the  v^ns  of  an  uterus,  and  in 
the  dilated  veins  surrounding  enlarged  prostate  glands. 

3.  OklUeration  of  Veinif  and  FeitoiM  Collateral  CirctdtUtmi. 
«— The  inferior  vena  cava,  the  common  iliac  and  internal  jugular 
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"veiiis^  have  beim  found  obKtertitedy  in  consequence  of  inflaiff* 
ination,  or  the  growth  and  pressure  of  tumours^  and  the  drcula- 
tion  has  been  carried  on  without  any  ineonvenience  from  this 
caiue. 

4.  Varicose  Fctim.— These  are  of  so  frequent  occurrence, 
and  the  diseases  which  seem  to  be  dependant  upon  them  are 
often  so  painful  and  difficult  of  cure,  that  we  lament  the  total 
absence  of  new  matter  in  this  branch  of  patliology.  The  per« 
manent  cure  of  varicose  ulcers  is  as  yet  almost  beyond  our 
reach.  The  dmgers  of  tying  the  vena  saphena  are  sufficient 
objeedons  to  the  practice;  and  if  the  patient  escape  them,  he 
omains  but  temporary  relief.  We  have  seen  the  diseased  veins^ 
dissected  ont,  cut  across  and  compressed  till  they  were  oblite- 
rated, destro^^ed  by  caustic,  &c. ;  all  of  which  <^rations  are 
very  painful,  and  none  of  them  so  effectual  in  the  cure  of  vari- 
cose ulcers  as  could  be  wished.  The  pathology  of  piles  is  not 
well  understood ;  the  nature  of ^these,  the  peculiarities  in  the 
venous  circuladon  with  which  they  appear  to  be  connected,  and 
the  influence  which  hepatic  disease  may  have  in  disposing  to 
their  production  and  continuance  (matters  at  which  Mr.  Hodg- 
son has  scarcely  glanced),  would,  in  our  opinion,  have  afford^ 
opportunities  «f  original  investigation  that  were  very  much 
witlun  his  power,  lie  has  macte  no  remark  upon  a  varicose 
state  erf*  the  veins  about  the  neck  of  die  bladder,  which  has  been 
observed  and  recorded  dmongst  the  causes  of  retention  of  urine*. 
Let  us  not,  bowever,  so  near  the  oondu^n  of  our  analysis, 
censure  too  severely  a  work,  from  nanyjpi^es  of  whicli  we  have 
Kaped  oonsideraMe  informatioiu  Mr.  Uodgson^s  labours  have 
Certainly  been  enersetic,  usefuV  and  in  most  respects  well  di- 
rected; and  we  feci  ourselves  called  upon  to  thank  him  for 
yj/hni  he  has  done,  rather  than  to  blame  him  for  what  he  has 
omitted  to  do.  , 

A  short  apj^ndix  is  subipined  to  this  worL  Besides  ^  a 
^^of  obliteration  of  ^Ae  hreckial^radial,  utnar^femoral^popHteaty 
and  tSbiidartkriea^  it  contains  an  inter^ting  account  of  worms^ 
which  are  frequently  to  lie  fi>und' in  the  mesenteric  and  other 
arteries  of  homes  and  asses,  buried  in  a  mass  of  lymph.  Their 
existence  Has  been  noticed  by  several  writers.  Rudolphif 
supposed  that  tliey  were  originafly  formed  in  tubercles,  or  sacs, 
attached  to  the  arteries  estemally ;  and  that  tlie  coats  of  these 
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f  Rudblphi^  Entozoorum,  sive  Vermium  Intestinalium  Historiit 
Nflturidis.  This  is  a  work  of  singular  researd^  and  is  too  little 
known  in  this  countiy. 
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behi^  destroyed  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  the  sac,  oom» 
munication  was  formed  between  it  and  the  cavity  of  the  TesseL 

"  The  nature  of  the  disease  in  the  coats  of  the  vessel,  howeveri** 
observes  Mr.  Hodgson,  "  refutes  this  opinion ;  for,  in  the  specimens 
'which  I  have  examined,  it  has  invariablv  consisted  of  an  uninter* 
rupted  dilatation  and  thickening  of  the  inree  coats  of  the  veaseL"--* 
p.  573. 

In  the  appendix  three  cases  are  mentioned,  in  whidi 
Professor  Assalini  cured  popliteal  aneurism  by  exposiog  the 
femora!  artery,  and  for  a  time  compressing  it  with  a  small  pair 
of  forceps.  In  two  of  the  cases  the  pressure  was  applied  only 
for  twenty-four  hours. 

A  book  like  the  one  before  us,  including  within  a  snuiH 
compass  all  the  modem  investigations  respecting  the  j^ysiology 
and  pathology  of  arteries ;  and  exhibiting,  from,  a  general  re« 
\iew  of  them,  the  most  approved  methods  of  treatment,  was 
certainly  much  wanted ;  and  the  task  could  not  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  a  more  accurate  and  practical  writer  than  Mr. 
Hodgson.  The  advantages  of  a  liberal  intercourse  between 
professional  men  are  eminently  shewn  by  tlie  information  which 
the  author  has  collected  from  this  source,  and  communicated  to 
the  public  The  subject  of  the  treatise  was  worthy  of  these 
generous  contributions.  The  pathology  ^nd  surgery  of  arte- 
ries luure  been  cultiygt^  with  so  much  zeal  and  success  in 
Sngl^d,  that  the  fame  of  o^r  discoveries  and  operations  has 
]:e8ounded  throughout  Europe ;  and  the  pccsent  will  be  re- 
corded amongst  the  most  luminous  periods  in  the  history  p£ 
our  science. 

The  plates  are  well  executed :  but  are  not  essential  to  the 
right  understanding  of  (he  work. 
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Traiti  dcs  Poisons  tiris  des  Rignea  Miniralj  VSgit^,  ^  Animajl^ 
oil  Toxkologie  Ghth^aiCf  considirSe  sous  Its  RapporU  dt  la 
Physiologies  de  la  Pathologies  et  dt  la  MSdicine  Ligale.  Vax 
M.  p.  Orfila^  M.D.  &c.  &C.  Ton^e  Seoxid,  8vo.  pp.  662« 
Taris,  1815. 

[[Continued  from  page  411.]] 

Ths  fifth  chapter,  which  treats  of  the  fifth  dags  of  6ur 
author^s  arrangement,  is  indtled,  Des  PoisoHs  Karcotioo^acreB. 
It  comprehends  those  poisons  which  have  an  acrid  nauseous 
taste,  and  which  at  the  same  time  act  as  narcotics  and  rubefii* 
cients :  but  M.  Oifila  admits  that  the  name  is  but  little  appro* 
piiate  in  many  instances. 

Belladonna  (Atropa  hdiadonna)  is  the  fir^  noticed  ia  thi» 
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dass.  Eiefai  expeiiments  oh  dogs,'  in  wbieh  tbe  extract  w«s 
introducea  into  the  stomach,  and  applied  to  external  wounds, 
are  detailed ;  and  several  cases  of  tbe  deleterious  effects  of*  the 
berries  both  on  children  and  adults,  quoted  from  various  w- 
thors.  The  berries,  however,  do  not  appear  to  possess  the 
sameinfluenoe  upon  dogs  i  for  in  one  instance  our  author  gave 
thirty  to  a  small  dog,  without  any  bad  consequences  resulting. 
From  his  experiments,  and  the  facts  hje  has  collected,  M.  Orfilli 
draws  the  following  conclufflons ; 

**  1 .  Belladonna  and  its  extract  possess  very  powerful  poisonoat 
plroperties.  2.  Their  local  action  is  not  poweiiul:  but  peing  a|^- 
eorbed^  and  carried  into  the  circulation,  they  act  upon  the  brain  and 
nervous  sys^iem.  3.  The  symptoms  they  produce  are  common  to 
many  other  poisons^  and  therefore  insufficient  to  characterise  this 
poison,  although  the  contrary  has  been  asserted  by  authors.  4.  The 
extracts  founa  in  the  shops  differ  in  strength  according  as  they  have 
been  prepared ;  the  most  active  are  those  which  are  obtained  by 
evaporating,  in  a  gentle  lieai,  the  juice  of  the  fresh  plant  5.  Their 
action  is  more  intense  when  they  are  injected  intd  the  vans,  than 
when  appUed  simply  to  the  cellular  tissue^  and  much  more  so  than 
when  introduced  into  the  stomach.  6.  These  preparations  wp^csat 
to  operate  in  a^  similar  manner  ttpon  men  and  upon  dogs.'! 

The  experiments  of  M.  Orfila,  and  the  observations  of  other 
writer,  prove  that  the  different  species  of  Thorn^pplt^  Datura 
Stramonium^  Metely  Tatula,  and  Ferox,  produce  nearly  the 
same  effects  as  belladonna.  Datura,  however,  excites  more 
powerfully  the  action  of  the  brain;  and  even  the  smoking  thb 
dried  stem  and  leaves  of  Stramonium  has  in  some  instances  ex!« 
cited  vomiting,  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  delirium,  cold  sweats, 
and  syncope :  but  our  author  takes  no  notice  of  this  mode  of 
using  the  plant. 

Of  Tooaccoj  (Nicotiana  tahacum^  Tabac.  Besides  our  au* 
thorns  own  experiments  made  in  his  usual  manner  with  this 

Eoison,  he  details  those  of  Mr.  Brodie,  and  three  furnished  to 
im  by  Professor  Macartney  of  Dublin :  but  fewer  cases,  and 
those  less  important  than  might  have  been  collected,  are  given 
in  illustration  of  its  deleterious  effects  when  applied  to  the  hu« 
man  system.  Two  additional  experiments  were  made,  to  ascer- 
tain tne  efl^ts  of  Nicotiana  rustica,  the  extract  of  which  proved 
fatal  when  applied  to  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  ham  in  two  dogs. 
From  the  whole  the  following  conclusions  are  deduced : 

"  1.  That  the  leaves  of  tobacco,  either  entire  or  redueed  to  powder^ 
sudi  as  are  generally  sold,  possess  powerfld  poisonous  properdes^ 
2.  That  thev  active  principle  appears  to  reside  in  that  portion  solu- 
ble in  water,  which  is  absorbed  and  carried  into  the  course  of  ciicu*. 
lation,  S.  That  their  deleterious  effects  apparently  depend  ob  a  pecu^ 
Sir  action  exerted  on  the  nenroiia  s/sUasi;  aiid  that  they  alwaya  occa« 
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tSesk  i  tfenenQ  tramdr^  MrhidiiB  rwely  obsarvtd  when  other  paisam 
Bte  empojed.  '  4.  That  their  action  is  more  powerful  when  the  m« 
fusion  18  injected  into  the  anus,  than  when  it  is  applied  to  the  cellu- 
lar tissue;  and  much  more  so  than  when  it  is  introduced  into  the 
stomach.  5.  That,  independent  of  the  phenomena  we  have*  spoken 
of^  they  excite  a  local  inflammation  more  or  less  intense.  6.  That ' 
they  appear  to  act  upon  men  as  upon  dogs.  7*  That  the  empyrcumatic 
cO  does  not  act  directly  upon  the  brain  or  the  nervous  trunks,  but 
produces  its  efiect  upon  the  nervous  system  in  a  manner  which  has* 
itot  yet  been  expIiainedA  6.  That  the  extract  of  nicotiana  rusiica  pro- 
duces the  same  effect  as  tobacco,  but  is  less  active.** 

•  Of  Pnrple  Foxglove^  (Digitalis  purpurea,)  Digitale  pourprfe. 
After  describing  mis  plant,  and  prior  to  the  examination  of  its 
properties  on  the  animal  economy,  our  author  quotes  the  analy- 
jns  of  Btdduli  ie  VUliersj  whieh  we  extract  for  t  ne  satisfaction  of 
such  of  our  readers  as  have  not  seen  his  Dissertation.  Six 
jdranis*  of  well  dried  foxglove-leaves  furnished : 

'*  1.  Two  drams  60  grains  of  aqueous  extract  2.  Twelve  grains  of 
^iritous  extract  3.  Eight  grains  of  a  peculiar  precipitate,  and  2 
cLrams  60  grains  of  an  inert  powder,  which  yielded,  by  the  action  ofre- 
ageaU,  6  grains  of  carbonate  of  Hme,  S  grains  of  nsd  oxide  of  iron, 
3  grains  of  silex  {sable  qtiartzeux),  2  grains  of  phosphate  of  lime,  a 
/p-ain  ci  sulphate  of  pota$8>  some,  traces  of  sul^^te  and  muriate  of 
lime  and  carbonated  alkali>  with  a  grain  aC  carbon*" 

The  fatal  effects  of  foxglove  and  its  prcparations  on  animalf 
bein^  well  ascertained,  M.  Orfila  directed  his  experiments  with 
the  view  of  ansil^ering  the  query,  **  Sur  quels  oi^nes  la  digitakf 
exerce-t-elle  son  actiorf  pieurtriire?"  The  fblfowing  are  th<? 
itesults  to  which  they  led  : 

"  1 .  That  the  powder,  the  aqueous  and  resinous  extracts  and  tinc- 
ture of  foxglove,  may  be  regarded,  in  certain  cases,  as  very  ^ergetic 
^isons.  S.  That  the  lOsinoitB  extract  isttwre  active  tlum  the  aque- 
ous,  whidi  however  is  more  so  than  the  pewder.  8.  That  the  ex« 
tracts  act  powerflilly  and  rapidly  when  injected  into  the  jugular 
Vein ;  kss  so  when  applied  to  the  cellular  tiMnc;  and  still  much  lesl 
when  taken  into  the  stomaefa,  even  akliough  Tomitingbe  piaeveoteiL 
4.  That  all  these  prepatatibns  operate  at  first  as  emetics.  5.  Thai 
their  efiect  upon  tne  drcukting  system  varies,  according  ti>  the  di»* 
position  of  the  individuals:  semetimes  no  change  is  observed  in  th« 
functions  of  diat  system ;  sometimes  the  heart  oobtracts  more  slewly  9 
but  as  irequently  it  acts  more  rapidly,  strongly,  unequally,  und  intcr<« 
mits.  6.  That  the  resinous  extracts  appter  to  have  a  peculiar  action 
on  the  heart,  or  rather  the  blood,  as  this  fluid  is  always  found  coafn^ 
iated  after  death,  when  the  extract  has  been  jtpplied  to  the  oeUuiai* 
tissue,  or  introduced  into  the  stomach.  7-  That  independim^yilf 
these  phenomena  foxglove  and  its  preparations  act  upon  the  brain, 
after  having  been  absorbed,  and  produce  a  kihd  of  stupor,  which  is 
the  immediate  fonerunner  cf  death.    8.  That  the  powder  of  fotglore- 
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produces  a  local  nritation  capable  of  exciting  inflammatioiu  9.  That 
there  is  every  reason  for  believing,  that  foxglove  acts  upcin  men  in 
the  same  manner  as  upon  dogs." 

M.  Orfila  observes  in  a  note,  that  he  cannot  adm^t  to  its  full 
extent  the  assertion  of  many  practitioners,  that  foxglove  always 
diro'mishes  the  action  of  the  neart  and  arteries;  and  states,  m 
confirmation  of  his  opinion,  that  rie  lias  taken  the  powder  to  the 
extent  of  twenty  ge&ids,  everj-^^  for  a  month,  witliout  per- 
ceiving any  diminution  in  tlie  apijon  of  the  heart.  We  do  not 
question  tne  aocurncy  of  his  oba^ryi^ions ;  but  we  are  inclined 
to  thiuk  that  mudi  a£  the  contradictory  evid^ice  on  tliis  subject^ 
is  to  be  attributed  to  the  careless  manner  in  which  the  powder 
is  too  frequently  prepared  and  preserved.       1 

Field  Pimpernel  {Anagallid  arrensw),  Mburond.es  champs* 
according  to  our  authorV  experiments,  is  fatal  to  dogs,  both 
when  taxen  into  the  stomach  and  applied  to  a  wound:  a|id 
Xirofiser  found  that  a  strong  decoction  of  it  given  to  horses* 
produced  tremors  of  the  muscles  of  the  posterior  extremities 
and  those  of  the  throat,  and  a  very  copious  flow  of  uriiie. 
<^  After  death  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  was  found 
inflamed.^ 

^  Of  Jriatolockia^  (Aristolochia  dtmatiiis).  This  v^etable 
acts  powerfully  upon  the  animal  economy,  producing  stupor 
and  a  slight  decree  of  inflammaUpn  in  the  tissue  to  which  it  ia 
applied.  Tlie  juice  of  Aristolochia  anguiadaf  when  adminis* 
tered  to  serpents  in  a  dose  of  a  few  drops  only,  produces  ver« 
tigo,  Qonvulsions,  and  death. 

OfHemlocky  (Conium  mneiftoiim,)  le  grande  ague.  From 
the  experiments  of  M»  Orfila^  and  cases  recorded  by  authors,  it 
appears, 

.«M.  That  the  firesh  leaves  of  hemlodi  finrnish^  at  a  certain  period, 
a  jiuce  which  is  extremely  poisfnums :  but  that  furnished  by  the  roots, 
gathered  at  the  same  time,  is  less  active.  2.  That  the  aqueous  ex* 
tract,  prepared  bv  evaporating  the  juice  of  firesh  hemlock  in  a  water* 
bath,  preserves  the  greater  part  of  the  properties  of  the  plant ;  whilst 
it  is  less  active,  and  sometimes  even  inert,  when  prepued  by  boiU 
ing  the  dry  powder  in  water,  and  evaporatang  the  decoction  'at  an  de- 
vated  temperature.  3.  lliat  the  difiterent  preparations  of  this  plant 
act  more  quickly  and  energetically  when  mjected  into  the  jugular 
vein  than  when  applied  to  Uie  cellular  tissue,  or  introduced  into  the 
atomach.  4.  That  they  are  absorbed,  carried  into  the  circulation, 
and  act  upon  the  nervous  system,  particularly  upon  the  brain.  5. 
That  they  also  exert  a  local  irritation  capable  of  producing  inflanu 
mation." 

The  same  efPect,  but  in  a  more  powerful  degree,  ia  pro* 
duced  by  the  Water-'Hemlock^  (Cicuta  virosa). 

Of  Foci's  Parsley  (iEthusa  tymapium),  le  petite  ague.  As 
tbia  plant  is  comoiOD  in  gardens^  and  ofien  found  growing 
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amongst  parsleV)  our  author  endeavours  to  point  out  the  fol* 
lowing  as  the  caaracteristics  by  which  it  may  oe  distinguished : 

**  1.  The  leaves  of  fool's  parsley  are  bladdsh  green,  and  shin« 
ing  on  the  upper  surface.  S.  They  are  inodorous  when  smelt  with- 
out  being  bruised ;  but  when  rubbed  between  the  fingers  exhale  a 
nauseous  odour ;  whilst  the  smell  of  j^sley,  on  the  contrary,  is  very 
agreeable.  3.  The  root  is  smaller  than  that  of  parsley,  and  perishes 
in  autumn." 

A  more  certain  characteristic,  in  our  opinion,  b  to  be  de- 
tained from  the  botanic  characters  of  the  two  flenera.  In 
sethusa,  the  involucellum  is  dimidiate  or  on  one  side  only,  iru- 
phylltms  and  pendulous  ;  whilst  apium  has  a  monopAy/foitf  invo- 
lucrum.  It  may  be  objected,  that  this  vequires  a  knowledge  of 
botany.  We  admit  tlie  truth  of  the  remark ;  and  cannot  avoid 
embracing  this  opportunity  to  express  our  surprize  at  the 
extmordinary  neglect  of  botanical  sdence  in  the  education 
of  British  medical  practitioners.  Were  aiiy  arguments  want^ 
ing  to  prove  the  necessity  of  that  study,  we  have  only  to  refer 
to  M.  Orfila^s  work ;  while  at  the  same  time  we  may  vature  to 
affirm,  that  not  half  a  dozen  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  poisonous  plants  of  which  he  treats,  are  known  to  the 
great  majority  of^  the  faculty  in  this  island.  Ought  this  to  be 
tne  case  ? 

0/*(Ae  J?ofe-/xiure/,  (NeriumofauMkr^)  Laurier-rose.  The 
whole  of  this  plant  has  a  bitter  very  acrid  taste ;  it  possesses 
powerfully  deleterious  properties ;  and  even,  if  we  can  trust 
the  authority  of  Libaut,  has  proved  fatal  mereljr  by  the  odour, 
when  plaoea  in  a  bed-room  during  the  lime  it  is  in  flower. 
From  M«  OrfiIa'*s  experiments,  it  appears, 

**  1.  That  the  aqueous  extract  of  this  plant,  applied  to  the  oel« 
lular  tissue,  or  swallowed,  is  a  very  active  poison,  and  acts  with  *^ 
inore  energy  and  rapidity  when  it  is  injected  mto  the  veins.  9.  That 
the  powder  also  possesses  poisonous  properties,  but  in  an  inferior 
d^ee.  3.  That  the  distilled  water  is  still  less  active  than  the  pow-» 
der  I  that  the  difierent  preparations  are  absorbed,  and  act  upon  the 
nervous  system,  and  particularly  upon  the  brain.  4w  That  ttiey  al<« 
most  always  produce  vomiting.  5.  That  they  also  ex3rt  a  sug^t 
local  irritation. 

|M[.  Orfila  classes  together  the  Upas^  the  Nux  vomica^  and 
the  FabaSt.  Ignatia,  as  all  belonging  to  the  genus  Strychnos. 

There  are  two  species  generally  known  under  tne  name 

Upas* ;  the  first,  the  UpasMeuU,  is  the  juice  of  a  trailing  plant ; 

the  second,  which  is  named  Upaa-antiary  is  the  production  of  a 

Jarge  tree.    Both  have  been  erroneously  confounded  by  writers  . 

under  the  names,  Boa  or  Bohon  upas.  Our  author  treats  in  this 
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place  of  the  first  only,  upastieute,  and  details  seventeen  experi« 
ments  made  with  it  upon  dogs  and  horses,  in  whidi  it  was 
chiefly  applied  to  wounded  surfaces. 

The  ilux  vomica  is  the  seed  of  the  Strychnos  Nux  nomtca,  a 
\ety  large  tree,  growing  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel  and  MaJa* 
I  '.bar,  and  in  the  island  of  Ceylon :  but  the  seed  of  Strychnos 

colubrina  is  also  gold  as  iiutu  vomica.  The  Analysis  ofChevreul 
IS  quoted.  He  found  that,  besides  woody  fibres,  this  seed  con- 
tains acidulous  malate  of  lime,  a  Utter  substance,  a  fixed  oil,  a 
yellow  colouring  matter  combined  with  starch,  earthy  and 
alkahne  salts,  and  wax.  Fifteen  experiments  were  made  with 
it  upon  dogs  and  rabbits  by  our  author,  and  one  upon  a  fowl 
by  M.  Desportes,  wliicli  we  regret  our  limits  prevent  us  from 
-extracting.  Some  cases  are  idso  quoted  from  Hoffman,  and 
other  authors,  illustrative  of  its  effects  upon  the  human  system. 

Although  some  botanists  have  formed  a  genus  Ignatia,  of 
which  the  species  amara  is  supposed  to  furnish  the  bean  known 
under  the  name  of  St.  Ignatius,  yet,  our  author  is  of  opinion 
that  this  seed  is  the  production  of  a  plant  belonging  to  the 
genus  Strychnos.  It  is  irregularly  shaped,  more  or  less  angu* 
lar^  hard,  black,  and  very  bitter.  Six  grains  of  it  proved  &tal 
to  a  moderate  sixed  doe. 

M.  Orfila  deduces  the  following  conclusions  from  his  experi** 
ments  with  these  species  of  Strychnos : 

"  1.  The  upas-tieut^j  nux  vomica^  and  the  faba  St  Ignatia^  are 
very  powerful  poisons  to  a  great  number  of  animals^  and  also  to  man. 
S.  They  may  be  regarded  as  excitants  of  the  spinal  marrow^  upon 
which  they  act,  producing  tetanus,  immobility  of  tlie  thorax,  and 
consequent  asphyxia,  which  destroys  the  animal.  3.  Whatever  may 
be  the  surface  of  the  body  to  which  they  are  applied,  they  are  ab^ 
aorbed,  carried  into  the  course  of  the  circulation,  and  operate  tlut>ugh 
the  medium  of  tlie  veins,  as  was  first  observed  by  M.  Majcndie*.  4. 
They  act  very  quickly  when  injected  into  the  pleura,  the  peritoneum^ 
or  tlie  jugular  vein;  more  slowly  when  apphed  to  the  exterior,  or 
iniected  into  arteries  distant  from  the  heait ;  and  their  effects  are 
still  nTore  tardily  manifested  when  tliey  are  applied  upon  mucou» 
aorfaces.  5.  It  produces  no  effect  when  the  spinal  marrow  is  I'aised 
by  means  of  a  shp  of  whalebone.  6.  The  aqueous  extracts  of  nux 
vomica  and  St.  I^patius  bean,  act  more  powerfully  than  these  seeds  in 
Ae  state  of  powder ;  but  less  so  than  their  resinous  extracts.  7-  None 
of  these  poisons  inflame  the  surfaces  to  whidi  they  are  applied." 

Of  Anffustura  Pseudo-ferrvgtnaa.    This  title  has  been  given 

^  by  Humboldt  to  a  bark,  nameoby  the  French  druggists  Angus-* 

tttrejlne ;  and  which  he  supposes  to  be  that  of  a  tree  belonging 

to  the  genus  Bomplandiay  of  which  the  true  Anmistura,  or  Cus« 

paria  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  is  the  banc  of  thespedei 
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^rifaUata.    As  it  possesses  very  powerful  poisonous  qualities 
w^  extract  the  detail  of  its  characteristics,  quoted  from  Flanche ; 

'*  Tills  bark  is  frenerally  quilled,  and  of  a  yellowish  grey  colour ' 
M-ithin.  Some  specimens  of  it  are  covered  with  an  epidermis  studded 
Mr'ith  whitiiih  excrescences ;  otliers  with  a  substance  which  resembles 
rust  of  iron,  and  possesses  some  of  its  properties.  Some  are  more  or 
less  smooth,  and  otiiers  very  rough  :  the  latter  in  general  are  tliicker 
and  inorebull;y ;  but.  although  they  differ  in  aspect,  yet,.tliey  pos* 
sess  the  same  chemical  properties.  The  powder  of  tliis  false  angus-. 
tura  Is  of  a  grey  colour,  resembling  tliat  of  ipecacuanha,  and  has  the 
odour  of  that  root  It  is  so  bitter,  tliat  many  persons  cannot  taste 
it  without  being  sick. 

''  If  this  powder  be  macerated  in  water,  in  the  same  proportioa 
and  for  the  same  length  of  time  as  true  angustura,  the  infusion,  on 
b^ihg  filtered,  has  a  pale. yellow  colour  which  is  not  altered  by  the 
air,  a  fiiint  ock)ur,  and  a  bitterness  equal  to  that  of  the  bark.  Sul« 
phate  of  iron  throws  down  irom  it  a  deep  black  precipitate ;  and 
nitrate  of  silver  a  white,  which,  in  ^\e  or  six  minutes^  changes  to 
black.  Sulphate  of  copper  forms  in  it  a  precipitate,  less  Coloured 
and  less  copious  than  in  Uie  true  angustura.  It  is  not  affected  by 
solution  of' isinglass. 

'*  Water  sharpened  with  muriatic  acid  and  mixed  with  th^  pow- 
der of  this  false  angustura  assumes  a  beautiful  bright  green  colotir, 
and  if  prussiate  of  potass  be  added,  prussian  blue  is  soon  af^er>vard8 
•  d^pcMited.  The  same  circumstance  takes  place  if  the  yellow  powder, 
which  covers  the  bark,  be  treated  with  umriatic  acid,  an  evident* 
proof  that  this  substance  is  of  a  ferrugineous  nature.  This  efiect 
does  not  take  place  when  the  true  angustura  is  treated  in  a  similar 
manner. 

'*  The  decoction  of  ferrugineous  angustura  is  deeper  coloured 
than  the  infusion ;  and,  like  that  of  the  cinchonas,  altliough  trans-' 
parent  when  hot,  yet,  becomes  turbid  as  it  cools.  The  metallic  salts 
already  mentioned  act  nearly  in  the  same  manner  upon  the  decoc- 
tion  and  infusion  of  ferrugineous  angustura." 

The  experiments  of  our  author  upon  dogs  .with  the  prepa- 
rations of  tiiis  bark,  prove  that  its  action  resembles  that  of  nux 
Tomica  and  the  other  species  of  strychnos :  and  that  the  yellow 
bitter  matter  is  (ipparently  the  most  active  part. 

An  extract  or  a  letter  from  Professor  Emmert,  on  the  poi- 
sonous properties  of  this  bark,  is  added ;  but  as  we  have  been 
favourm  with  a  communication  from  the  professor,  atrarsla'lon 
of  which  we  mean  to  lay  before  our  readers,  we  will  not.  now 
cuter  further  upon  the  subject. 

Of  the  Upas-antiar.  The  poison  is  a  milky,  bitter,  yellow- 
ish juice,  which  exudes  from  the  tree.  It  is  not  fatal  when  the 
tongtie  is  slightly  touched  with  it,  or  it  is  anplied  upon  the 
skin  i  but  when  introduced  into  a  woUnd  it  kills  both  men  and 
other  animals.     In  one  of  the  experiments  of  our  author,  how- 
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e^er,  the  sdatic  nerre  was  isolated,  and  more  than  twenty  dnm 
0f  the  poison  applied  upon  it  duiing  an^  hoar,  witboot  tne 
animal  sustaining  the  smallest  inconvenience.  Fire  expen«> 
ments,  which  are  detailed,  led  to  the  following  conclusions : 


"  1.  That  the  rxpta-^ntiar  u  very  poisonous  when  it  is  injected 
into  the  carotid  drtery,  the  cerebral  pulp^  or  the  jugular  vein;  that  it  19 
less  so  when  injected  within  tfie  pleura,  still  less  when  it  is  applied 
Sb  the  cellular  tissue,  and  very  considerably  less  when  it  is  kitro- 
duced  into  the  stomach.  2.  That  it  is  absorbed,  carried  into  the 
course  of  the  circulation,  and  acts  upon  the  brain  and  spinal  mar- 
row ;  which  is  proved  by  the  loss  of  sensibiHty,  the  mercin^  cries, 
transversion  of  the  head,  and  the  drawing  of  the  musoes  of  me  4ace ' 
that  take  place*    5»  That  it  acts  also  as  an  emetic* 

Our  author  notices  the  opkiioD  of  Mr.  Brodie  and  of  M« 
£mmert,  that  this  poison  acts  upon  the  heart,  but  without 
giving  his  own  opinion  on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

Of  the  THcuTuu  or  American  Poison^  This  is  a  compound 
poison,  prepared,  as  M.  Condamine  asserts,  from  more  than 
thirty  different  plants  and  roots,  by  the  Indians.  It  is  soluble 
in  water,  the  mineral  and  the  vegetable  acids  r  does  not  effer** 
vesce  either  with  acids  or  alkalies,  nor  change  the  iuice  of 
radishes  either  to  red  or  green ;  and  dries  without  cracking. 

M.  Orfila  does  not  appear  to  have  made  any  experimenta 
upon  this  poison,  but  quotes  the  general  results  of  those  of 
Fontana* 

"  I.  That  its  odour  in  a  dried  state  is  entirely  innocuous.  9;. 
Nor  is  any  effect  produced  even  by  bre^^thing  the  vapour  which  it 
fxhales  when  put  upon  hot  coals;  hence  Condamine's  assertion^ 
liiat  w€«nen  condemned  to  death  have  been  killed  by  these  vapoura^ 
^  not  to  be  credited.  3.  That  it  exerts  no  action  when  applied  to 
the  eyes.  4.  It  is  poisonous  when  taken  into  the  stomac^j  but  a 
sensible  quantity  is  required  to  kill  even  a  small  animaL  5.  That 
it  produces  deaUi  when  applied  to  the  skin  if  the  sur£u:e  be  alHraded> 
although  not  always,  nor  under  every  circumstance :  large  atgmala 
more  easily  resist  the  action  of  this  poison ;  and  even  the  snullest 
animals,  when  not  destroyed  by  it,  soon  acquire  their  wonted  health. 
6.  It  requires  the  hundredth  part  of  a  grain  of  ticunas  to  kill  a  small 
animal,  and  tlie  poison  must  be  in  a  state  of  solution  before  it  can 
prove  fatal^  or  produce  any  sensible  derangement  jif  the  animal 
ei^onomy.  7-  Tiiat  poisoned  wounds  of  the  muscles  are  more  deadly 
than  tMose  of  the  skin,  the  ears,  or  the  combs  of  fowls.  8w  That  arrows 
armed  with  dried  ticunas  are  more  dangerous  and  deadly  than  the 
poison  dissolved  in  water,  and  simply  applied  to  a  wounded  surface. 
9.  But  the  poisoned  arrows  are  more  deadly  if  they  be  soaked  in  hoi 
water  ;  and  still  more  so  if  they  be  placed  in  thepdaon  boiled  to  the 
consistence  of  a  jeDy.  The  symptoms  more  commonly  produced  by 
this  poison  are  convulsions,  faiiitings,.  and  the  total  loss  of  motion 
and  &ding.    An  animal^  who  at  tlie  mom^t  of  being  struck  by 
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4ine  of  these  Mtows  m  m  the.sMe  of  the  ^preetest  liveliness,  is  aW 
most  instantly  dejuiTed  of  motion  and  feeling,  and  at  the  point  of 
death.  If  it  does  not  die,  however,  it  soon  recoveris  and  appears 
well,  although  it  may  sometimes  remain  for  many  hours  in  a  lethar* 
^c  state,  viUiout  giving  any  manifest  signs  of  life,  1 0.  The  Ameri- 
can ppieon  does  not  so  quickly  affect  an  4mimal  as  the  poison  of  the 
vip^;  the  effect  of  the  American  poison  is  also  more  vague  and 
urariabl^ :  but  both  may  be  cured  by  cutting  out  the  part,  or  by^ 
junputation.  II.  It  kills,  however,  instantaneously,  when  injected 
intQ  the  jtiguhtf  veins;  but  does  not  coagulate  the  blood  like  the 
poison  m  vipers.  12,  It  produces  no  sensible  change  upon  the 
^cpnomy  of  the  living  animal  when  it  is  applied  to  comjdetehf  isolated 
nerves,  either  cut  or  entire.  13.  That  the  muscles  of  animals  killed 
by  this  poison  are  much  paler  than  before ;  the  veins  situated  near 
the  heart  are  swelled^  and  the  blood  darker ;  but  the  heart,  the  au^ 
Tides,  and  the  abdominal  viscera  remain  unaltered ;  the  lungs  als9 
are  covered  with  livid  blotches ;  and  under  some  circumstances  they 
appear  putrified.  H.  It  attacks  the  irritability  of  the  muscles,  al- 
though not  that  of  the  heart.  15.  Adders  and  vipers  are  not  affected 
by  this  poison." 

Of  the  WboroTfl.— This  is  a  person  v«iy  much  resembling  the 
iicunas,  with  which  the  Indians  of  Guyana  arm  the  points  of 
their  arrows.  According  to  Mr.  Brodie,  whose  experiments 
are  quoted  b^r  our  author,  it  is  abaorbed  by  the  veins,  destroy* 
ing  the  functions  of  the  brain,  and  consequently  those  of  the 
lungs. 

Of  Camphor. '■^'WL.  Orfila,  befere  examining  the  action  of  this 
substance  on  the  animal  economy,  details  its  physical  and  chemi- 
cal properties.  He  observes,  that  camphor  introduced  into  the 
atomacn  of  dogs  in  a  dose  of  two  or  three  drams,  produces  dele« 
terious  effects,  which  are  almost  always  followed  by  death  ;  and 
these  effects  are  more  energetic  when  the  camphor  is  injected 
into  the  veins. 

^  Quel  est  le  mode  d'*action,*'  he  then  demands,  ^*  de  cette 
substance  v^n^euse.^  and  in  answer  describes  ten  experi- 
ments made  with  it  upon  dogs,  from  which  he  concludes, 

''  1.  That  when  tliree  or  four  drams  of  camphor,  dissolved  in 
oil,  are  introduced  into  the  stomach  of  a  dog,  they  are  rapidly  ab»i 
aorbed^  carried  into  the  course  of  the  circulation,  and  act  by  exdtr 
ing  powerfully  the  brain  and  whole  nervous  system,  so  as  to  occasion 
the  death  o^  the  animal  in  a  very  short  time,  in  the  most  horrible 
convulsions.  2.  That  when  it  is  directly  mixed  with  the  blood,  by 
injecting  it  into  the  veins,  it  produces  simDar  results,  but  more 
rapidly.  S,  The  same  effects  are  also  produoedj  althoovfa  more 
akiwly,  when  it  is  applied  to  the  cellular  tiasne  in  the  inside  of  tibe 
thigh.  4.  That  in  almost  every  instance  the  animals  die  in  a  state 
of  aflphyxiay  the  consequence  of  spspeadcd  icyiiation ;  or  at  least  of 
the  aifficolty  with  which  that  fimctian  is  perfonned  during  the  catk- 
paroxysm.    5.  That  the  analcjgy  which  ^xiatf  between  the 
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«clion  o&Xhe  camphor  and  that  of  the  different  species  of  sirydat&M, 
described  by  Magendie,  Delisle,  and  DesfOrtes,  is  hot  sufiicientiy 
close  to  allow  us  to  regard  their  effects  as  iaendcal^  the  strifchftof-pu^ 
ticularly  affecting  the  spinal  marrov,  whilst  camphor  acts?  upon  the 
whole  nervous  system^  and  chidfly  upon  the  brain.  6.  That  canipfaot 
in  firagments  is  not  digested,  but  exerts  a  local  action,  terminating 
in  ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  and  deathl 
^7-  If  it  act  upon  the  nervous  system  in  firagments,  it  must  bech«rin^ 
to  a  more  minute  division  of  some  of  its  parts.  8.  Finally,  artificial 
camphor,  in  a  dose  of  half  an  ounce,  and  even  dissolved  in  oil^  doe* 
not  act  on  the  nervous  system,  but  it^  action  is  confined  to  tiie 
production  of  some  small  ulcers  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach."  •       ,       .  

Two  cases  are  added  to  shew  tlie  efTects  of  camphor  on  the 
human  system.  In  one  of  them,  two  scruples  dissolved  in  oliv^ 
"oil  having  been  swallowed  by  mistake,  the  effects  were  vertigO| 
cold  extremities,  great  anxiety,  cold  sweats  over  the  head,  a 
slight  delirium  accompanied  with  ^mnolency,  and  the  pulse 
small  and  languid.  These  symptoms  were  .followed  by  those 
of  high  excitement,  which  gradually  subsided  and  left  the  pa- 
tient in  a  state  of  health. 

or  Menispermum  cocculusj  Qoqae  du  Levant. — This  i& 
the  fruit  of  a  plant  which  grows  in  the  sand,  among  the  rocks 
upon  the  coasts  of  Malabar,  the  island  of  C^ylon^  and  other 
parts  of  India;  generally  under  the  shade  of  large  trees,  round 
the  trunks  of  which  it  entwines  itself,  climbing  to  their  highest 
brancl)es.  The  fruit  is  bjack,  and  about  the  size  of  a  Targe 
pea.  The  ligneous  pericarp  is  covered  with  rugosities,  and  en- 
closes a  bitter  kernel,  of  a  whitish  colour,  friable,  roundish,  or 
sometimes  oblong  and  a  little  reniform,  and  divided  into  two 
lobes  by  a  sinous  ridge.  According  to  the  Analysis  of  M. 
Boullay,  the  kernel  contains, 

"  1.  About  half  its  weight  of  a  waxy  concrete  fixed  oil:  2.  A 
yegeto-animal  albuminous  substance :  -3^  A  peculiar  colouring  mat- 
ter :  4.  0'2  of  a  new  bitter  principle,  cry  stall  izable  and  poisonous,  to 
which  M.  BoulW  has  ^ven  the  name  of  picrotoxine:  5.  0\5  of 
'fibrous  matter:  0.  Malic  acid,  probably  in  the  state  of  acidulous 
malate  of  lime  and  of  potass:  7*  Calcareous  phosphate:  8.  A  littl6 
iron  and  silex." 

The  attention  of  physicians  was  first  turned  to  this  seed  by 
observing  its  deleterious  effects  on  b'utls,  goats,  crocodiles,  and 
other  anmials.  Dr.  Goupily  of  Nemours,  communicated  some 
interesting  facts  on  tlie  subject ;  from  which  he  concluded, 

*'  1 .  That  the  r.ienispcrmum  cocctrlns  is  not  only  a  poison  lor 
fishes,  but  al.^o  for  different  camiTorous  quadrupeds,  and  very  pro- 
bably for  man.  2.  That  it  may  be  classed  with  the  irritant  vege- 
table poisons.  S,  That  the  woody  pericarp  is  only  emetic,  even  to 
iish^  in  whatever  dene  it  it  administered.    4.  Tb^  the  kernd  cos^^ 
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timw  the  poison.  5.  Tliis  poison  is  not  sensibly  altered  by  the  succau 
gastricus  and  the  vital  action  of  the  digestive  organs.  6.  It  passes^ 
on  the  contrary,  unchanged,  into  the  absorbent  system ;  so  that  the 
flesh  of  fish  that  have  eaten  it  irritate  the  stomach  and  intestines  of 
animals  that  eat  them,  almost  as  much  as  the  fruit  itself.  7.  The 
Ssh  that  eat  it  do  not  all  die  in  the  sam^  time.  Roach,  pollard^ 
bream,  perch,  tench,  barbie ;  such  is  the  order  in  which  tliese  fish 
resist  it ;  tlie  roach  is  tl)e  most  easily  killed  ;  tlie  barbie  is  the  longest 
of  dying." 

The  barbie,  when  eaten  after  having  fed  upon  this  poison^ 
produces  the  most  deleterious  effect,  probably,  as  our  author 
observes,  from  its  b,emg  able  to  contain  in  its  system  a  greater 
quantity  of  the  poison  before  it  is  killed  by  it. 

So  poisonous  is  the  picrotoxine  th^t  M.  Boullay  killed  a 
strong  frog  by  giving  it  a  single  grain  of  it  fpixed  with  crumb 
iof  bread  ;  wliilst  the  concrete  oil,  the  vegeU>>animaI  substance^ 
i^he  colouring  matter,  and  even  the  wat^r  distilled  from  the 
seeds,  produces  no  deleterious  effect  In  order  to  ascertain  its 
mode  of  action,  M.  Orfila  made  a  series  of  experiments,  from 
which  he  drew  the  following  conclusions ; 

'*  1.  That  the  pulverised  fruit  is  a  powerful  poison  for  dogs.  S» 
That  it  acts  like  camphor  upon  the  nervous  system^  and  chieflY 
upon  the  brain.  3.  That  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  acrid,  or  im«* 
tating  poison,  us  M.  Goupel  supposed.  4.  I'hat  the  picrotoxine  is 
the  active  part.  />.  That  when  it  is  very  coarsely  pulverized,  it 
product';*  merely  nausjea  and  vomiting.     6.  That  emetics  are  the  best 

antidotes,  whiUt  tlie  poison  yet  remains  in  the  stomach." 

« 

.    ,  M.  Orfila  next  treats  of  the  poisonous  fungi  (champignoM)^ 
beginiling  with  the  Aga&ics. 

•  Of  the  Bug  AgariCy  Agaricus  ilfittoartiM,  la  Faqsse  Orange. 
This  fun^s,  which  belongs  to  those  witli  an  incomplete  volva« 
acts  chiefly  by  powerfully  inflaming  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach,  m  which  the  liver  also  frequently  shares.  In 
some  French  soldiers,  who  were  poisoned  by  eating  it,  the 
dissection  of  the  bodies  post  mortem  presented  the  following 
appearances :  the  stomach  and  intestines  were  much  inflated 
witli  a  very  foetid  gas,  and  the  former  contained  some  blackish 
liquid  ;  their  interior  surface  displayed  marks  of  inflammation 
and  ga'nrrrenous  blotches ;  «ind  in  many  parts,  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  small  intestines  was  completely  destroyed. 

The  inliabitants  of  Kamtschatka,  as  Araicheminckow  relates 
in  his  Natural  History  of  that  Settlement,  prepire  an  in- 
toxicating beverage  with  agaricua  mmcamu  ana  epilobium 
atigustifoUum^  which  occasionally  excites  a  morbid  deliriuni, 
4iccompanied  with  desjpair.  The  servants,  also,  who  drink  the 
•]iirine  of  their  intoxicated  masters,  feel  the  effecta  of  tfaia 
fungus. 
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The  Agarics  with  a  oomplete  voIto,  Agaricut  BulhtMa  and 
Agaricus  iBulboius  Vemus  of  BuUiardy  TAgaric  Bulbeox 
at  TAgaric  Printanier,  which  are  purobably  varieties  of  each 
other,  and  Agaricus  Conicus  of  Picco,  rOrange-souris,  also 
appear  to  act  locally,  inflaming  and  destroying  the  muootu 
mcmhrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestines;  as  do  the  foU 
lowing,  which  have  no  volva :  Agaricus  ntcator  of  BuUiard^ 
TAgaric  meutrier ;  A.pyrogalis^  PAgaric  caustiqu^ ;  A.  styp^ 
iieut^  TAgaric  styptiquc ;  A.  laclijbtusy  TAgaric  laiteux ;  and 
the  Pepper  Agaric,  Agaricus  piperatus. 

Several  other  poisonous  fun^  are  noticed  by  our  author  % 
but  w©  must  refer  our  readers  to  the  work  itself;  and  conclude 
this  part  of  our  Analysis  with  the  detail  of  the  indications  hf 
whicn  the  mushroom  tribe,  which  are  of  a  suspected  nature^ 
nay  be  distinguished. 

All  those  may  be  regarded  a^  suspicious  and  of  a  bad 
quality  wliich  grow  in  marshy  shaded  places,  as  thick  f<»eiits, 
where  the  sun  lias  no  access :  their  suostance  is  softer,  more 
open,  more  porous,  and  moister  than  the  edible  mushrooma. 
They  have  besides  a  more  disagreeable  appearance,  and  a  more 
or  less  humid  and  dirty  looking- surface.  Those  also  which  are 
dusky  and  change  colour  when  cut,  or  which  exhale  a  strong 
unpleasant  odour,  or  have  a  gaudy  colour,  or  many  very  dis- 
tinot  hues,  particularly  if  they  have  originally  been  covered  by 
an  envelope,  and  are  found  m  shady  places,  ought  not  to  oe 
eaten.  1  hose  which  have  soft  bulbous  stalks,  or  fragments  of 
skin  adhering  to  their  surface,  or  which  grow  rapidly  and  oor* 
rupt  very  quickly,  should  also  be  rejected.  It  has  been  gene- 
raHy  supposed,  that  fungi  lose  their  deleterious  properties  by 
being  dned ;  but  this  is  a  rule  to  which  there  are  muiy  exoep* 
tioiis,  and  which  should  therefore  be  cautiously  admitted. 

M.  Orflla  next  examines  the  action  of  alcohol  on  the  animal 
isconomy ;  and,  from  the  results  of  his  'own  experiments  and 
those  of  oUier  authors  whom  he  quotes,  concludes, 

"  h  That  alcohol  acts  in  the  same  manner  upon  dogs,  cats,  aii4 
aabbits,  as  upon  men.  2.  Its  action  is  more  energetic  when  taken 
into  the  stomach,  than  when  injected  into  the  cellular  substance; 
but  still  more  so,  when  it  is  injected  into  the  jugular  vein.  8.  It 
first  excites  the  brain,  to  which  succeeds  coma  and  insensibility. 
4.  Its  first  effects  result  from  the  action  it  exerts  on  the  extremitidi 
of  the  nerves,  and  whidi  is  propagated  to  the  brain ;  but  it  is  n»- 
verdieless  afterwards  absorbed.  5.  There  is  no  identity  betweenlts 
action  and  that  of  opiimi.  A.  Opium  is  absorbed  before  it  acts;  and 
is  much  more  aiietive  iviieii  injected  into  the  cellular  substance  cf  the 
thigh  than  when  introduoea  into  the  stomach,  because  it  is  mote 
qnidcly.abaoffbad :  op  tba  contrary,  as  alcohol  acts  ou  the  fxtiemttjea 
flf  die  nexveg,  it$  effects  m  more  rapidly  produced  when  it  is  takey 
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into  the  stomach,  tihan  when  injected  into  the  cellular  stthstaaee  cf 
the  thigh.  B.  Alcohol  constantly  produces  an  encreaaed  deme  of 
excitement,  of  various  duration,  in  men  and  in  dqgs,  and  is  fdlowed 
bv  coma  and  insensibility ;  whilst  the  first  effect  of  opium  is  drow* 
amess^  always  accompanied  with  paralysis  of  the  hind  extremitiea 
in  dogs,  and  followed  by  horrible  convulsions ;  so  that  the  animals 
lay  in  a  state  of  high  excitation.  C.  Opium  does  not  inflame  tho 
coats  of  the  stomach,  which  alcohol  does  to  a  great  degree." 

These  conclusions  agree  with  those  of  Mr.  Brodie,  wha 
xnaintiuns,  that  alcohol  act»  sympathetically  upon  the  braiA^ 
through  the  medium  of  the  nerves  of  the  stomach. 

Two  experiments  with  sulphuric  ether  upon  dogs,  both  of 
which  prov^  fatal,  are  detailed.  In  the  one  the  ether  was  in- 
troduced into  the  stomach }  in  the  other  it  was  injected  inta 
the  cellular  substance  in  the  muscle  of  the  thigh<  In  theformer 
ease  the  stomach  was  strongly  inflamed ;  but  from  the  latter, 
no  iust  inference  can  be  drawn,  as  the  snimal  was  very  weak, 
ana  did  not  die  until  the  fourth  day  after  the  application  of 
the  ether. 

Our  author  does  not  appear  to  have  made  many  experi« 
m^ts  with  the  gases ;  but  he  quotes  those  of  Hall^  and  Nysten 
on  caHHmic  acid  gas ;  of  the  last-mentioned  author  and  Dr.  J. 
Davy,  on  the  gaseous  ojtide  ^  carbon ;  and  of  M.  Nysten  on 
carbonated  hydrogen  sas.  Hfc,  also,  notices  the  experiments 
of  M.  Tessier  and  others  upon  £r^t  (secale  cornuiumjf  and 
touches  lightly  on  the  effects  of  the  following  plants,  which  he 
conceives  oumt  to  be  placed  in  the  class'  of  his  arrangemcnl 
now  under  observation :— Commofi  Damdy  Loliiun  temuUnhtm^ 
Ivraie ;  Manchinel^  Hippomane  mancineUoy  Mancenillier ;  Fer^ 
tnial  Dog^s^Mercury^  Mercurialis  perennis,  Mercuriale  dea 
Montagues;  Common  Parsley^  Chserophyllum  syhesire^  Cer« 
feuil  sauvage ;  Broad-leaved  Water  Parsnep^  Sium  latifolium ; 
and  MyrtU4eated  Sumach,  Circaria  Myrtifolui, 

Some  very  curious  coses  follow,  to  prove  the  deleterious 
eflfects  of  strongly  odorous  plants  on  the  animal  ceconomy ; 
two  of  which,  in  particular,  we  regret  our  limits  prevent  us 
from  layinff  before  our  readers.  We  are  inclined,  however,  to 
beUeve  witn  our  author,  that  in  eveiy  instance  these  effects 
depend  more  on  idiosyncracy,  than  on  any  absolutely  poison- 
ous principle  in  the  odour  of  the  plants.  The  symptoms  usu- 
ally mduced,  are,  heaviness,  palpitations,  syncope,  convulsion^ 
oephalalgia,  aplionia,  and  many  otlier  nervous  sensations,  and 
even  aspiyxia. 

Having  finished  his  investigation  into  the  properties  and 
effi^ts  of  the  particular  narcoto-acrid  poisons,  M.  Orfila  takei 
a  review,  as  ih<he  conclusion  of  the  former  classes,  of  tht 
symptoms  produced  by  them^  the  injuries  done  by  diem  to  the 
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textures  of  the  body ;  and  their  general  action  upon  the  auimsjl 
ceconomy.;  and  then  proceeds  Jo  detail  the  treatment  ivhich 
cases  of  poisoning  by  them  require. 

He  commences  by  observing,  that  all  the  experiments 
which  have  been  made  with  the  view  of  discovering  an  antidote 
for  tlie  different  poisons  of  this  class  have  proved  fruitless : 
**  dans  Vetat  actuel  de  la  science^  on  ne  comiait  aucune  substance 
qui  ait  la  facultB  de  decomposer  cts  poisons  ct  de  les  transformer 
en:  un  corps  incapable  d'exercer  une  action  nuisihle  lorfiqu'iis  ne  sont 
pas  vomis^  All  that  ^an  be  effected,  therefore,  is  to  diminish, 
the  laolence,  and  avert  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  symp- 
toms they  induce. 

The  following  are  the  means  to  be  employed  in  combating 
the  effects  produced  by  Belladonna,  Datura  stramonium^  To- 
bacco, Digitalis,  Anagallis  arvehsis^  Aristolochia  clematitis,  th« 
different  kinds  of  Hemlock,  the  rose,  the  laurel,  and  the  rue. 

"  I.  If  the  poison  have  not  occasioned  copious  vomitings  two 
or  three  grains  of  tartar  emetic,  and  20  or  30  €^  ipecacuanha,  mixed 
in  a  small  quantity  of  water,  should  be  administered,  to  favour  it» 
iouaiediate  expulsion ;  and  there  is  little  danger  of  hastening  ab- 
sorption, if  the  quantity  of  water  in  which  the  emetic  is  mixed  be 
not  considerable.  The  action  of  vomiting  should  be  aided  by  titil« 
latihg  the  throat  with  a  feather. 

*'  2.  If  some  time  have  elapsed  since  the  poison  was  swallowed, 
and  it  is  supposed  to  have  passed  into  the  intestinal  canal,  two  or 
three  grains  of  tartar  emetic,  and  from  an  outice  to  an  ounce- and  a 
half  of  sulphate  of  soda,  should  be  given ;  exhibiting  at  the  same 
time  purgative  glysters. 

^*  3.  If  aftar  these  means  have  been  employed,  symptoms  of  ce- 
rebral congestion  remain,  blood-letting  from  tne  jugular  vein  must 
be  had  recourse  to,  and  repeated  according  to  the  temperature  of  the 
patient,  and  the  benefit  derived  from  it. 

"  4.  Acidulated  drinks,  particularly  vinegar  largely  dihitcd  with 
water,  should  be  exhibited  in  small  doses,  and  frequently  repeated. 
If  these  acidulated  liquids,  however,  *  be  strong,  or  not  exhibited 
mitil  twenty  or  thirty  hours  after  the  poison  has  been  taken,  and 
inflammatory  symptoms  have  come  on,  they'prove  hurtfid ;  and  this 
is  also  the  case  if  they  are  exhibited  before  the  ^xpulsiort  of  the 
poison,  for  the  following  reasons :-— 1.  they  do  not  &vour  vomiting.; 
g.  they  dissolve  the  active  parts,  and  facilitate  their  absorption. 

"  5.  .If  these  means  have  allayed  the  nervous  symptoms,  tlie  in- 
flammatory, which  almost  always  tbllow,  must  be  combated  by 
changing  the  acidulous  fluids,  for  demulcent  infusions  and  decoc* 
tions ;  and  leedies  may  be  applied  upon  the  abdomeu." 

That  author  adds,  that  in  the  event  of  poisoning  by  the 
application  of  any  of  the  narcoto-acrids  to  the  exterior,  besides 
tne  means  above. described,  a  ligature  should  be  applied  abova 
the  poisonous  part,  and  tlie  wound  cauterized ;  wiUi  tlie  view 
yf  preventing,  as  much  as  possible,  the  absorption  of  tbe  f^^i^fiiu^ 
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As  the  Upas^tieuie,  Nux  vondeaj  St  Ignatitis^  hean,  Anffus- 
tara pseudo^erruginea^  TicunasyWoorara,  Upas^ntiary Camphor^ 
and  Menispermum  coccuUuSy  produce  symptottis  of  asphyxia ; 
in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  poisoning  by  tnem  it  is  necessary, 
besides  employing  emetics  and  other  means  for  expelling  the 
poison,  to  practice  tracheotomy,  and  the  artificial  inflation  of 
the  lungs  with  air.  In  the  case  of  wounds  by  weapons,  poisoned 
with  any  of  these  substances,  the  application  of  a  ligature,  and  I 

the  deep  cauterization  of  the  wounds  are  the  means  recommended. 
We  are  of  opinion,-  however,  that  more  benefit  would  result 
from  the  complete  excision  of  the  weapon,  and  then  the  imme- 
4]iate  application  of  cupping  glasses  with  an  exhausting  syringe 
c\'er  the  part. 

With  regard  td  the  treatment  of  cases  of  poisoning  by  the 
fungi  (champignons),  M.  Orfila  details  the -results  of  a  series  of 
experiments,  made  with  the  view  of  ascertaiiiing  the  value  of 
the  different  substances  which  have  been  considered  antidotes 
in  such  cases.  Vinegar  is  useful  when  the  poisonous  fun^s 
has  been  expelled  by  vomiting;  but  the  reverse  is  the  case  if  it 
still  remiun  m  the  stomach,  as  this  acid  dissolves  the  poisonous 
principle,  and  thereby  facilitates  its  absorption.  Common  salt 
(muriate  of  soda)  acts  in  tlie  same  manner  as  vinegar ;  and 
therefore  requires  to  be  employed  under  the  same  limitations.  ^ 
Sulphuric  ether j  as  it  also  takes  up  the  poisonous  part  o£  the 
fungi,  should  not  bfe  employed  previous  to  the  evacuation  of 
the  stomach ;  but  afterwards  it  is  of  the  greatest  utility. '  Eme» 
.  tics  and  emeto-cathartics  are  the  most  useful  remedies  in  the 
cases  under  consideration.  Volatile  alkali  is  more  hurtful  than 
salutary ;  and  oil,  theriac,  butter,  and  milk,  are  useless  in  this 
kind  of  poisoning.  ^ 

In  cases  of  poisoning  by  the  f^n^,  therefore,  our  author 
advises  that  the  stomach  and  bowels  sliould  first  be  cleared  by 
a  mixture  composed  of  3  or  4  grains  of  tartar  emetic,  S4  grains  *i 

of  ijiecacuanha,  and  &om  3  vL  to  Ji.  of  sulphate  of  soda,  with  a 
))roportionate  quantity  of  water;  castor  oil  may  also  be  given,  and 
glysters  of  cassia,  senna,  and  sulphate  of  magne»a  exhibited.  ' 
The  poison  being  evacuated,  spoonfuls  of  a  potion  containing  a 
large  dose  of  ether  should  then  be  frequently  swallowed ;  and 
recourse  be  had  to  mucilages  and  other  demulcents,  should  the 
patient  complain  of  pains  in  the  lower  belly.  If  the  poison, 
nowever,  has  been  taken  long  before  the  assbtance  of  the  prac- 
titioner is  required,  and  inflammation  has  already  come  on, 
then  evacuants  are  improper ;  bleeding  and  other  antiphlo^stic 
means  must  be  resorted  to,  and  afterwards  tonics,  sucn  as  wine 
and  cinchons,  be  prescribed,  should  life  be  preserved. 

In  poisonings  by  ^/coAo/  cend  other  spiritsy  that  is,  when 
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dnrnkennesslms  poduced  coxoa  and  other  alarming  symptoms 
M.  Orfila  advises  the  adminisMtion  of  emetics^  and  afterwarda 
acidulous  fluids ;  bleeding  the  jpatient  if  be  be  young  and  ro- 
bpst ;  the  exhibition  of  irritatmg  glysters,  and  ^x>nging  the 
whole  surface  of  the  body  with  vmegar.  ' 

In  the  directions  for  the  treatment  of  atpkvxia  fry  the  smokt 
ofcoalf  and  by  carbonic  acid  gasj  there  is  nothing  that  is  not 
generally  known.  For  that  of  pMsoning  by  Ergot,  the  prac- 
tice of  Read  (TraiU  du  Seigte  ergote,  Strasbourg,  17T1)  is 
qjuotcd  at  great  length;  but  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  the 
work  itself. 

.  With  -regard  to  the  deleterious  effects  of  odorous  plants,  oup^ 
author  simply  observes,  that  the  flowers  must  first  be  removed  ; 
aphyxia,  if  it  has  been  produced,  treated  in  the  usual  manner ; 
and'if  cephtdagia,  syncope,  or  other  nervous  symptoms,  be  th« 
consequence,  tonics  and  antispasmodics  mu3t4>e  employed. 

*  {To  be  soniinusd.J 
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SELECTIONS. 
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Description  o/RuggierCs  Mackimfor  rubbing  in  the  Mer^^ 
curia!  Ointment. 

"  It  was  formerly  the  general  custom  at  Naples,  to  have 
tlie  rubbing  in  of  the  mercurial  <nntment  performed  by  a  par- 
ticular set  of  people,  solely  employed  for  this  bu^ness,  as  a 
peculiar  trade,  which,  however,  was  necessarily  attended  with 
great  inconveniencies.  Mr.  RuggUrt,  wishing  to  obviate  these, 
at  last  invented  a  Machine,  by  nieans  of  which,  the  patient  him- 
self, without  any  fatigue  or  troublesome  jx^ture,  may  perform 
this  operation  upon  the  soles  of  his  feet 

*•  The  Government  ^attoni^ed  this  useful  mvenfion ;  and 
Mr.  R-  having  imDroved  its  construction,  by  which  a  sin^^  at- 
tendant was  enabled  to  jpcrform  this  operation  on  several  pa- 
tients at  once,  the  intitxluction  of  this  machine  into  all  public 
hospitals  was  ordained. 

«*  The  inventor  calls  it  Tomojrottore.  The  first  construc- 
tion for  a  angle  patient  was  very  simple.  A  cylinder  is  covered 
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a!I  round  with  two  pieces  of  soft  leather,  of  (he  breadth  of  the 
sole  of  a  foot :  this  turns  at  both  ends  upon  metal  pivots,  which 
are  kept  fixed  in  their  places  by  two  riois.  The  patiept  is 
placed  ni  an  arm-chair,  to  the  legs  jof  which  the  machine  is  af« 
Tixcd,  at  a  proper  distance  for  him  to  place  his  feet  against  /the 
BiirfaC3  of  the  cylinder,  covered  with  the  leather.  When  the 
soles  of  the  feet  are  war  Aed  by  the  friction  of  the  leather,  the 
allotment  of  ointment  is  spread  upon  the  same ; '  and  by  the 
motion  of  the  cylinder,  it  is  rubbed  in.  The  patient,  further 
to  facilitate  this  purpose,  lays  hold  6f  an  elastic  bow,  the  hne 
of  which  is  passed  round  the  pivot  of  the  cylinder  f  then,  by 
drawing  the  bow  towards  himself,  and  pusaing  it  away  alter- 
TiAtely,  a  ratatory  motion  is  communicated  to  the  cylinder,  and  a 
stronger  or  weaker  aflPriction  into  the  soles  of  the  feet  thereby 
produced.  The  quantity  may  be  completely  rubbed  in,  in  half 
or  three  quarters  of  an  hour. 

'^  The  alteration  necessary  in  the  macliine  for  the  U6e  of 
several  persons  at  the  same  time,  consists  in  fixing  in  the  mid- 
die  a  kind  of  pump-brake,  wliich  puts  two  rows  of  cylinders  to 
the  right  and  left  w  motion,  and  ^hich  may  still  be  lengthened 
in  sucli  a  manner,  that  four,  eighty  or  more  patients,  sitting  in 
rows  opposite  to  each  other,  m^y  place  their  feet,  eadi  in  his 
own  partition,  against  the  four  long  cylinders,  and  thus  this 
operati(m  be  per&rmed  on  them  at  one  and  the  same  time.'"— 
Vide  a  Jourtuy  in  Italy,  by  the  late  Dr.  Laderf  published  at  JTo- 
mgsberg  in  1814. 

PART  IV. 


FOREIGN  MEDICAL  SCIENCE  AND 

LITERATURE. 


AKIHAX,  HACKETISM. 

• 

I.  —  We  have  at  various  times  casuallyjalluded  \o  the  pr(V 
gress  of  Animal  Magnetism  on  the  ContinenL ;  because  it  is  n 
jMurt  of  our  dut^  to  report  the  state  of  foreign  as  well  as  of  do- 
mestic  medicine.  This  practice  seems  to  have  taken  such  de(^ 
root,  and  to  meet  with  such  credit  in  Gerinany  from  nhysiciapB 
of  established  character  and  talents,  that  we  can.  no  kmger  re- 
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frain  from  the  expression  of  our  re/^ret  and  astonishment^  that 
such  infatuation  should  exist  in  a  country  eminent  for  its  culti- 
vation of  the  sciences. 

The  maryellous  cases  transmitted  to  us  for  insertion,  we 
have  hitherto  universally  rejected.  But  although  it  is  our  wish 
and  our  interest  to  select  such  matter  as  may  prove  practically 
useful,  yet  instruction  is  often  obtained,  by  cxnibiting,  in  their 
true  colours,  even  the  aberrations  of  the  human  mmd  in  its 
thirst  for  knowledge.  With  this  view  therefore,  and  to  gratify 
curiosity,  we  have  selected,  but  greatly  abridged,  from  a  recent 
Number  of  HufclatuTs  celebrated  Journal,  two  Cases,  which  are 
reckoned  reiiiarkable  even  in  Germany.  Ou  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  Animal  Magnetism^  we  have  nothing  further  to  bestow 
1)utr-^utter  contempt  ;-*-and  on  its  medical  advocates— our 
pity. 

Case  I. 

Dr.  KkiiC$  remarks  on  a  Magnetic  Somnambulismus  without 
Magnetization. — **  From  the  time  that  Mesmer  discovered  Ani- 
mal Magnetism,  there  was  scarcely  ever  a  more  remarkable 
case,  than  that  which  Dr.  Klein  of  Stuttgart  witnessed  in  the 
summer  of  1812.     The  patient,  a  girl  21  years  of  a^,  was  all 
at  once  transported^  in  what  Xluge  calls,  the  sixth  degree ;  in 
which  she  waa  afterwards  only  exalted  by  slight  applications  of 
animal  magnetism.      Her  sense  of  foreboding  had  arrived 
at  such  a  rare  deme;  that  she  quite  clearly  foretold  the  medi- 
cines that  would  oe  required  for  her  cure :  'without  being  ac- 
quunted  with  them,  she  gave  a  full  explanation  of  symptoms 
present  aiid  to  come ;  she  acted  at  a  distance,  and  revealed  the 
thoughts  of  her  physician.     She  had  taken  cold  when  walking: 
during  which  havingalsoreceived  a  fright,  her  menses,  which  had 
just  be^n,  were  suppressed.   Her  chsorder  continued  from  the 
17th  of  June  to  the 49th  of  September;  but  it  arrived  at  its 
acm^on  the  11th  of  August.     It  is  remarkable  jn  this  case, 
that  two  persons  were  required  to  co-operate  in  the  cure,  who 
also  sometimes  acted  separately ;  but  when  their  action  was 
united,  the  effect  was  wonderful.     Dr.^  Klein  saw  her  for  the 
first  time  on  the  28th  of  June.     She  was  asleep ;  but  her  eyes 
were  open,  and  staring  upwards.    He  spoke  t6  her,  but  she 
did  not  answer  till  he  thoued  her.     She  then  talked  ^f  various 
dangers  she  had  to  dread ;  saw  a  hermit  on  the  top  of  a  high 
mountain,  holding  a  crystal  slab  before  her,  on  which  the 
words,  the  11th  of  August,  were  plainly  written,  and  under- 
neath the  name  of  Klein,    She  8»d  the  hermit  told  her  she  was 
.  •  to  d^  on  the  1  ]  th  of  August     **  Thou  ak)ne.  Dr.  Klein,"^  'says 
-she,  *^  canst  save  me ;  but  if  thou  dost  not  treat  me  as  I  ought  to 
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jbe,  I  ahaU  die!^  .  She  theii  mentioned  numennis  mecGcines  and 
remedies  that  her  first  physician  would  prescribe,  all  whicli 
]>r.  Klein  confessed  he  had  hist  been  planning  witlun  himself; 
she  conseauently  knew  his  thoughts ! 

**  On  tne  30th  of  June,  Dr.  K.  put  the  following  questions  ta 
her :  "  When  will  such  a  one  be  delivered  ?  "VVill  she  have  a 
boy  or  a  girl  ?  and.  Shall  I  have  any  business  with  it  T^  She 
answered,  ^^  She  will  be  saft^ly  delivered  of  a  boy  on  the  20th 
of  July,  and  afterwards  Dr.  K.  will  have  ,to  attend.^  Tlie 
person  was  really  safely  delivered  of  a  boy  on  the  20th  of  July ; 
and  on  account  of  frequent  faintings  in  consequence  of  haemor- 
rhage proceeding  from  the  secundina  being  kept  back,  th^ 
Doctor  was  employed  with  her  half  the  day.  Dr.  K.'^s  brother 
being  very  ill  of  a  typhus,  and  given  up  by  three^physician% 
he  was  thinking,  without  halving  spoken,  of  him ;  ^^  lie  easy,^ 
said  she  instantly,  *'  thy  brother  shall  not  die ;  but  he  must 
suffer  yet  awhile.^**  Three  days  afterwards,  he  was  on  the 
point  of  death,  but  ultimately  he  recovered.  Dr.  E.  was  at- 
tendinfi;  a  maid  servant  who  was  ill  of  a  nervous  fever ;  ^^  Thoa 
wilt  thmk  she  is  dying,**^  said  she,  ^^  for  it  will  indeed  come  in 
the  utmost  with  her ;  but  she  shall  not  die.^  A  few  days  after 
the  servant  was  taken  with  delirium,  hiccup,  hippocratical  counf- 
tenance,  swelled  abdomen,  subsultus  tendinum,  trembling  pulse, 
involuntary  evacuations,  and  cold  extremities ;  but  she  revived, 
and  recovered  from  that  very  night.    She  knew  Dr.  K.  was 

folng  to  eat  crabs,  and  begged  for  some,  though  he  did  not 
now  it  liimself.  She  knewbe  was  writing  a  prescription,  and 
might  have  wrote  a  few  grains  less,  which  could  do  no  harm. 
Dr.  K.  had  ordered  six  grains  of  musk  to  be  divided  and  taben 
twioe  in  the  course  of  one  hour.  Dr.  K.  twice  put  her  to  sleep 
by  thinking  of  her  at  a  distance.  She  had  foretold  what  would 
happen  on  the  1 1  th  of  August.  She  said,  on  tlie  10th  of  August, 
before  ten  oVlock  at  night  and  five  in  the  morning,  she  should 
repeat  all  she  had  hitherto  said ;  that  by  five  o^clock  shp  should 
be  taken  with  violent  spasms  in  the  chest,  to  w^hich  sinapisms 
would  be  applied,  but  the  paroxysms  would  continue  neverthe- 
less till  seven  o^clock.  By  twelve  a  fainting  fit,  that  would  last 
two  hours,  would  occur ;  everv  body  would  think  her  dead ; 
but  if  she  did  die  it  would  not  Se  till  between  seven  and  eight ; 
and  that  if  she  was  suffered  to  become  cold  it  ^ould  be  a  symp 
torn  of  death.  By  seven  o^clock  the  most  violent  spasm  would 
come  on,  and  if  she  did  not  die,  she  should  recover  by  ten 
oVlock  at  night. 

^*  All  this  happened  exactly  as  she  predicted ;  but  oare  was 
taken  that  she  should  not  become  cola.  At  the  time  a  dread- 
ful opisthotonos  ensued,  and  lasted  a  whole  hour*    She  was 
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•  •         •        "  • 

suddenly  tlirown  up  and  stood  with  her  occ'^ut  and  htds  on 
the  bed,  her  body  forming  a  complete  arch ;  in  this  posture 
she  remained  from  five  to  eight  ramiites;  she  tlien  fell  down, 
respired  once,,  and  was  suddenly  thrown  up  again.  Deadly 
paleness  overspread  her  whole  frame,  her  pulse  was  hardly 
perceptible,  arid  the  face  became  hipppcratical.  Five  liiinutCT 
now  remained  of  the  tim^  when  she,  according  to  her  forebod- 
ings, migiit  die;  when  suddenly  the  opisthotonos  began  to 
abate,  and  slie  exclaimed  in  ecstasy,  '*  Ah !  my  good  old 
inap  r  She  now  became  calm,  and  her  countenance  became 
like  that  of  a  saint !  !^ 

TheiU*tful  impostor  then  details  a  rhapsodical  account  of 

.   her  ;rision,.  in  which  she  describes  that  she  on  particular  days 

suifered  the  extremity  of  torments,  the  fulness  of  hope,  disap. 

poijitment,  &c. :  but  with  which  account  we  will  not  msult  our 

readers.. 

Case  II. 

J3r.  Rtnard^s^  of  MtntZy  Remarks  on  SomnamhuUjmus^  asu 
most  remarkable  Phcmotnenon  in  HysteruL — ^**  On  the  28th  Feb. 
1811,  Dr.  Renard  was  sent  for  to  Mrs.  M.  A.  aged  ?S,  whom 
he  found  in  most  dreadful  convulsions  and  opisthotonos; 
tossinr  about  in  the  bed,  so  tliat  five  persons  were  scarcely  able 
to  hold  her.  She  was  slightly  convulsed  at  six  A.M.  after  a 
quarrel  she  had  with  her  husband.  Mrs,  H.  was  of  a  wild  and 
sanguine  temper ;  the  Doctor  bad  attended  her  before  when  iB 
of  an  active  uterine  haemorrhage,  and  afterwards  ibr  fasmor* 
rhoides  vaginales.  The  predisposing  cause  of  the  present  case 
was  a  suppression  of  the  menses,  from  dancing  about  two  daj-s 
previously. 

"  Ten  minutes  after  Dr.  R.'s  arrival  the  patient  became  gra- 
dually  calmer,  but  remained  motionless.  Her  eyes  were  open 
and  torpid^  she  looked  well,  and  her  limbs  were  moveahlc ; 
but  she  was  as  senseless  as  during  ^e  convulsions ;  she  neither 
saw  nor  felt  when  §he  was  pricked  so  as  to  draw  blood  from 
lier;  the  pupil  of  the  eye  was  insensible  to  the  impression  of 
the  light  held  before  her ;  her  respiration  was  unimpeded,  and  « 
her  pulse  quite  healthy. 

"Dr.R.  directly  consideringthe  patient  as  cataleptic,  lifted  up 
;  bed  covering,  and  put  the  question  of,  "  How  do  you  do  ? 


"  Where  do  you  hear  me  ?"  She  lifted  her  left  arm,  and 
pointed  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach.  Dr.  R»  now  made  the  com- 
pany present  repeat  the  same  questions  aloud  in  her  ears ;  but 
•he  did  not  hear.    Dr.  Jl.  now  spoke  to  her  on  tlic  points  of 
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hpr  fingers  and  toes,  and  sb^  heard  him.  This  was  likewise 
the  case  when  Dr.  R.  put  the  points  pf  the  fingers  of  one  of  his 
hands  on  the  pit  of  her  stomach,  and  then  spoke  on  the  point 
of  a  finder  of  hb  other  hand. 

^'  This  woman,  one  of  the  lowest  order,  and  quite  ulacuhi* 
vated^  presented  a  true  picture  of  cataleptic  phc^nomena. 

**  Dr,  R,  now  sent  for  several  medical  saen^  and  among  others, 
for  J)t»  Werihi^en,  to  witness  this  case. 

**  Dr.  R,  then  took  a  string  of  17  feet  long,  and  put  one  end 
of  it  in  one  of  Dr«  W.^s  Iiands,  whilst  with  tlie  point  of  his  other 
l)e  tbuched  the  patient^s  pit  of  the  stomach ;  he  then  flung  the 
string  out  of  the  window,  which  he  afterwards  shut ;  then  went 
4iimself  into  the  yard,  took  the  string  in  his  hand,  drew  it  tight^ 
and  spoke  upon  it  in  his  usual  tone  of  voice,  which  the  patient 
heard,  and  answered  by  making  a  sign  with  her  left  hand. 
Again  the  convulsions  returned,  m  the  shape  of  opisthotonos; 
during  which  the  youthful  strength  of  the  patient  gave  astonish- 
itig  power  to  the  muscular  contractions.  This  storm,  how- 
ever,  abated  in  a  few  minutes.  Dr,  R.  now  formed  a  chiun  of- 
ten people,  Dr.  W.  touching  with  the  points  of  his  fin^rs  oi 
one  iiand  the  pit  of  the  stomach  of  tne  patient,  joimng  hia 
pther  to  the  second  (lerson,  while  Dr.  R.,  who  terminated  the 
c^ain,  stood  outside  of  the  room  on  the  landing  place,  and  laid 
hold  of  the  last  person^s  hand  with  one  of  his,  and  spoke  on  die 
fin^rer  of  his  other  hand,  and  the  ratient  heard  him  through  the 
chain  of  ten  personsi  aa  well  as  it  he  had  qwken  upon  me  pit 
of  her  stomach* 

''  After  these  experiments  Dr.  R.  took  pains  to  recover  her 
after  the  Petettnian  method ;  he  therefore  applied  one  hand  to 
the  pit  of  her  stomach,  and  the  other  to  her  head ;  he  then 
breathed  towards  the  point  of  her  nose ;  upon  which  a  few  deep 
aighs  ensued,  and  the  patient  was  restored  I  Upon  being  asked 
m  the  cause  sb«  eoniirmed  the  above  detail  r 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

II.— -jl/r.  Vondnrn  Buich^  in  his  Dissert  tnavg.anatom.  phyno- 
logica  de  IrUcMiino  eaeoy  y usque  proctssu  vermij'ormi  (GoUinga^ 
1814),  represents  the  function  of  that  organ  in  a  new  light. 

^*  In  the  spirit  ofMerkel^  who  has  rendered  himself  cele- 
brated by  his  mdefatigable  experiments  in  comparative  ana^ 
tomy,  and  who  has  proved  the  analogy  between  tlie  general  and 
a  chylo-poetic  system,  Mr.  Von  dan  Busehy  according  to  the 
law  in  natural  pnibsophy,  that  each  system  is  contained  in  its 
distinct  organs,  endeavours  to  establish  an  analogy  between  the 
ifitestinum  ccecum  and  the  stomach.' 

<*  He  divides  the  whole  intestinal  canal  into  two  parts,  the 
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Helper  and  the  lower.  In  tbe  former  he  reckons,  the  phaiynx, 
itomach,  duodenum,  and  ileum ;  in  the  latter,  the  coBCura,  its 
processus  v«rmifomiis,  the  colon  and  rectum* 

^  The  stomach  and  intestinum  coecum,  have,  in  this  oom^- 
lierative  view,  the  greatest  affinity.  Both  are  bi^ow  recept** 
des,  which  differ  from  each  other  only  in  their  outward  fonn^ 
size,  and  outlets!  Both  are  provided  with  nttmetous  blood-. 
.vessels  and  nerves,  Bnd  seem  to  be  destined  for  a  similar  office. 
If  the  processus  venniformis  be  considered  as  an  organ  secreting 
mucus;  and  if,  as  Mr.  Von  demJBuseh  thinks  probable,  this 
bear  some  affinity  to  the  saliva,  and  the  pancreatic  juice,  it  ia 
quite  analogous  to  the  nature  of  the  case  to  consider  the  pn>* 
eessus  vermiformis  as  a  second  glandula  salivalis,  or  pancreas. 

*^The  ileum  and  rectum  are  both  organs  <^ excretion  in  the 
tractus  intestinorum.  The  former  evacuates  the  excrem^its 
into  the  lower  part,  and  the  latter  carries  them  out  of  the  body. 
The  former  forms  the  valve  of  the  colon,  and  the  inner  mem- 
brane of  the  rectum  joined  to  the  skin  covering  the  surface  of 
the  body,  forming  the  anus. 

*^  If  we  inquire  into  the  use  of  the  coeeum,  we  must  first 
examine  whether  it  bears  any  part  in  the  operations  of  diges- 
tion. Almost  all  anatomists  seem  inclined  to  this  opinion.  Mr. 
Von  dent  Busch  considers  it  as  a  second  stomach ;  and  tliinks^ 
that  those  aliments  which  have  not  been  completely  digested  in 
the  stomadi  and  continuous  intestines,  are  re^igested  here,  and 
the  nutritive  particles  extracted.  The  mucus  secreted,  particu- 
larly in  the  processus  vermiformis,  seems  to  contribute  much 
toward^  digestion. 

*^  His  reasons  for  supporting  this  opinion,  are  the  following : 

*^  I  ^  We  frequently  find  in  dissections,  substances  in ,  the 
ccecum,  which  the  stomach  could  not  completely  digest.  Na- 
faire,  it  seems,  intended  to  repeat  in  this  mtestine  the  trial  of 
digesting  those  substances  which  had  passed  undigested  from 
the  stomach.  It  is  well  known,  that  raw  substances  always 
remain  longer  in  the  ccecum,  and  are  mixed  with  the  mucus 
tecreted  from  it's  inner  surface,  and  that  of  the  processus  vermi- 
formis, Glisson,  in  his  Treatise  on  the  Stomach  and  Bowels, 
mentions  the  finding  of  a  great  quatity  of  cherry  stones  in  the 
itatestinum  coecum  of  a  young  woman,  which  had  been  retained 
there  forty  days. 

^^  8.  It  we  examine  the  structure  of  the  ccecum  in  mammaKa^ 
we  find  the  carnivorous  to  have  either  none,  or  at  lea>>t  a  very 
small  one ;  in  those  that  feed  variously,  as  in  man,  it  is  of  the 
middle  size  From  the  researches  of  physiologists,  it  is  suf- 
ficiently proved,  that  flesli  is  easier  of  aigcstion  tlian  vegetable 
fbod;  It  may  fa^  more  congenial  to  the  animal  body,  of  course 
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easier  assimilated,  and  made  fit  to  pass  into  a  new  fornix 
azote  preponderating  in  it.  But  in  vegetables,  the  carbon 
and  hydro<^cn  preponderate,  alid  tbe  a^ote  is  almost  en- 
tirely wanting.  Vegetables  possess  nutritive  particles,  but 
tome  are  hara  of  digestion,  like  fat,  oil,  and  mucus;  and 
others  are  of  easy  digestion,  like  albumen  and  materia 
ftacchaYi.  Tbe  tractus  intestinorum  in  carnivorous  animals, 
as  it  assimilates  every  thing  easier,  may  of  course  be 
shorter  and  less  complicated,  than  in  those  reeding  on  v^ta* 
bles;  for  the  juices  of  the  plants  not  being  so  congenial  to  the 
juices  of  the  animal,  they,  must  be  the  oftener  mixed  with 
them,  as  is  done  in  those  that  ruminate ;  or  else  be  gradually 
more  assimilated  by  a  longer  stay  in  the  tractus  intestinorum. 
Mr.  V.  B.  therefore  is  of  opiinion,  that  a  second  or  afler-diges- 
tion  takes  place  in  the  large  intestinum  coecumof  hares,  rabbits^ 
and  all  thjse  of  the  fflires  kind,  that  mostly  feed  upon  herbs 
and  dry  bark.  In  the  ruminating  class,  digestion  is  completed 
by  a  four-fold  stomach ;  of  course  so  large  a  coecum  was  not 
required  as  in  the  non-ruminating  animus.  Man  has  already 
been  sufficiently  denfionstrated  by  Blumenbach  and  others  to  be 
a  glutton ;  ana  this  is  farther  proved  by  the  structure  of  bis 
intestinum  coecum,  which  is  shorter  anu  narrower  than  that  of 
animals  feeding  on  vegetables ;  but  is  larger  than  that  of  car* 
nivorous  ones.  In  men  that  eat  a  ereat  deal,  and  particolarly 
those  that  are  fond  of  victuals  hard  of  digestion,  tnia  organ  is 
always  found  to  be  largest.  , 

^  ^*  3.  In  birds  the  case  appears  to  be  the  same.  All  those 
living  upon  seeds,  Gke  poultry;  or  on  food  of  hard  digestion, 
such  as  nsh,  &c.  have  two  large  intestina  caeca.  Birds  of  prey, 
or  those  livtnson  carrion,  have  eithdr  none  at  all,  or  ver^  small 
ones.  But  wnether  the  digestion,  as  actually  performing  in 
these  two  intestines,  or  whether  they  only  mix  their  iuice, 
which  appears  ito  be  similar  to  that  o£  the  pancreas  with  the 
victuals,  nc  does  not  venture  to  decide.  If  tne  latter  were  tbe 
case,  they  are  similar  to  the  processus  pyloris  in  fishes,  which, 
by  s^reting  a  juice,  are  of  great  importance  in  the  preparation 
of  the  chyle. 

^*^  4.  As  the  coecum  is  existii^  in  all  classes  of  animals,  its 
having  some  essential  office  in  the  operations  of  digestion,  is  i)ot 
to  be  doubted.  In  the  lowest  classes  of  animals  many  small 
ones  are  to  be  found ;  and  the  higher  the  animal  stands  with 
regard  to  its  more  perfect  formation,  the  simpler  we  find  this 
organ ;  till  at  last,  among  the  mammalia,  a  great  variation  is 
'  observed  between  the  camivoroua  and  those  living  on  vege- 
tables. However,  we  may  suppose,  that  an  organ,  common  to 
cU,  must  also  have  the  same  or  a  similar  destination. 
^*  6.  This  is  a  peculiar  law  of  Nati 

▼ot.  V,— NO.  30.  Sr 
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tion,  that  whenever  one  organ  is  wanUng,  anothw  is  larger ;  of 
that  the  imperfection  or  smallness  of  any  one  organ,  }s  compen- 
sated by  the  perfection  and  greatness  of  the  other.  It  therefore 
apneored  verjr  remarkable  to  Mr.  Von  dem  Buschj  to  have  found 
in  nis  anatomical  examinations  of  the  intestinum  caecum,  that 
in  many  animals,  where  this  organ  was  large  and  perfect,  the 
other  organ  necessary  for  digestion  vas  eitlier  entirclv  wanting, 
or  exceedingly  small.  Thus  the  prolon^ion  of  the  rumen 
seems  to  supply  the  place  of  the  caecum  in  the  sloth.  In  this 
manner  the  question,  why  this  organ  is  very  large  in  some  ani- 
mals, seems  partly  solved :  for  commonlyi  where  the  same  is 
very  large,  another  part  is  wanting ;  and  where  it  is  ven'  smalJ^ 
tlie  deficiency  is  supplied  by  another  organ,  as  by  the  fauces* 

"  6.  The  processus  vermiformis,  being  an  organ  secreting 
Ynucus,  it  appears  probable  to  Mr,  Von  dem  Buseh^  that  this 
mucus  is  of  a  sidiilar  nature  with  the  saliva  or  pancreatic  juice^ 
This  may  then  probably  be  the  organ  that  prepares  the  juice, 
which,  by  permeating  once  more  the  aliments  in  the  ccecum,  oon- 
tributcA  greatljr  to  the  succeeding  digestion.  This  opinion^ 
first  suggestod  itself  to  Mr.  V.  B.,  by  his  having  found  in  the 
processus  vermiformis,  concretions  similar  to  those  found  in 
the  saliva.** — Vide  Altenburgh  /innaU^  1815. 
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III. — The  following  account,  by  M.  Chaumettmy  of  the  Aspi- 
olium  comcetMTt,  (Wildenow*,)  the*  root  of  which  was  some 
-  years  ago  introduced  into  the  Pharmacopoeise  on  the  Continent^ 
under  tne  name  of  Cafahudla  or  Calagttalay  and  has  been  latelj. 
very  accurately  descril)ed  in  the  23d  Number  of  the  Flare 
Medicaky  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  our  readers. 

^'  It  is  only  within  these  few  years  that  the  Gtdaguala  has 
been  well  known  in  France.  No  one  perhaps  has  contributed 
more  than  M.  Turpin  to  determine  accurately  the  characters  of 
this  crypto^amic  plant ;  and  if  the  description  I  am  about  to 
give  be  satisfactory,  to  him  all  the  merit  must  be  ascribed. 

"  South  America  is  the  native  country  of  this  fungus, 
which  grows  chiefly  upon  the  high  mountains  of  the  Andes ; 
flourishing  in  the  sxirts  of  woods,  in  cold  and  shady  places;  and 
vegetating  even  upon  rocks.  M.M.  Ruiz  and  Pavon  have  fre- 
quently found  it  in  their  travels  in  South  America.  M.  Labile 
lurdiere  gathered  some  flne  specimens  of  it  in  New  Holland; 
and  M  Turpin  has  brought  it  from  St  Domingo.  -  The  root, 
or  at  least  the  jiart  commonly  so  called,  and  which  with  M. 
Turpin  I  am  inclined  to  regard  as  an  under-groand  creephig* 

'■-■'■  '  ■  "  I     I       ■■       I   I        .      ■      .        m.^.— ■■..■■».  I  -  ■  .    ■■ 

•  Species  Plant,  torn,  v,  p.  268.  Polypodium  aiitmthifarme.^m 
^orster^  Juisieu^  class  1.  ord.  5. 
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«tem,  is  roundish,  scaly,  of  a  reddish  colour,  flexible,  and  fur- 
nished along  its  whole  Icne^th  with  slender  fibres,  whicli  are 
subdivided  into  capillary  niament.^.  The  leaves,  which  are 
supported  on  long  footstalks,  rounded  on  one*  side,  flattened 
and  channelled  on  the  other,  are  large,  hard,  coriaceous,  of  a 
deep  ^een  on  the  upper  side,  paler  underneath,  triply  pinnate 
at  their  base,  doubly  pinnate  towards  the  middle,  and  simply 
pinnate  or  even-Iobed  at  the  apex. , 

**  The  fructification  is  situated  upon  the  lower  surface  of  the 
leaves,  and  appears  in  the  form  of  points,  or  little  brownish* 
coloured  tubercles,  placed  alternately  on  the  two  sides  of  the 
median  line  of  each  pinnula.  The  centre  of  the  roots  of  caiu- 
guala  is  a  sofl  spungy  pitli,  similar  to  that  of  the  sugar-cane, 
aad  of  tlie  colour  of  honey.  These  roots  have  at  first  a  mild 
taste,  which,  however,  socm  becomes  bitter,  and  exhales  a  rancid 
and  oily  smell.  As  anidysed  by  M.  Vauquelin,  they  gave  a 
little  sugar,  a  very  acrid  essential  oil,  some  yellowish  mucilage, 
a  little  starch,  some  muriate  of  potass;  anacarlxmate  of  lime, 
a  very  small  portion  of  acid,  and  a  red  colouring  matter.  These 
results  explain,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  the  physical  quali- 
ties, and  medical  properties  attributed  to  the  roots  of  calaguala. 
They  are  reckoned  an  excellent  sudorific,  useful  in  rheumatism, 
gout,  and  even  in  syphilis,  in  South  America,  where  this  dis- 
ease does  not  require,  as  with  us,  the  use  of  mercury.  Several 
physicians  of  Rome  pretend  to  have  cured  the  dropsy  by  a  con<- 
t'mued  employment  of  this  substance;  and  Dr.  Gehnctti^  re- 
commends it  particularly  against  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
•chest,  and  \us.a  vulnerary.  Professor  Carminatif,  however, 
who  has  repeated  the  clinical  experiments  of  his  countrymen, 
has  not  so  favourable  an  opinion  of  the  calaguala ;  he  regards  it 
as  scarcely  slighdy  diuretic,  and  in  most  cases  it  completely 
failed.  The  botanist  Ruiz|,  who  has  set  up  as  the  defendcT  of 
this  Peruvian  root,  affirms  and  endeavours  to  prove  that  we 
must  ascribe  the  inefficacy  so  unjustly  imputed  to  it,  to  the 
roguery  of  the  merchants  and  druggists,  who  substituted  for  it 
the  roots  of  the  polypodium  crasstfolium,  and  those  of  tlie 
Aerosticum  huaesaro, 

"  The*  more  I  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  opposite  opinions 
of  pharmacologists,  the  more  I  am  forced  to  acknowledge  that 
the  virtues  of  tnis  fern  have  been  exaggerated,  and  that  it  is  not 
likely  to  prove  a  valuable  addition  to  Materia  Medica.^ 

*  JMia  radice  di  Calagnala,  8vo.  1788. 

f  Saggio  di  alcune  ricerche  su  iprincipi  e  suUa  virtu  delta  radice 

4i  Caii^uala,  8vo.  Paria^  1791- 

i  Mem.  sobre  la  legitima  Calaguala,  Bvo*  1S05« 
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I.— -SOCIETIES   AND   LECTURES. 

LECTURE  VI.— -On  the  Earths  emjdor/ed  in  Medicine.    Bj  Profesaor 
Brands,  at  Apothecaries'  llall,  London. 

The  principal  earths  employed  in  Medicine^  either  free  or  com« 
bined,  are  the  aluminous  earth,  lime>  niagnesiay  and  barytes. 

Alum  is  a  triple  salt,  composed  of  sulphuric  actc^  aluminous 
earth,  and  potash,  in  the  proportion  of 

Sulphuric  Acid 34 

Alumine  11 

Potash 10 

Water 45 


100 

When  heated,  it  fuses  in  its  water  of  crystallization,  which  evapo* 
rates  and  leaves  die  "alumen  exsiccatum"  of  the  London  Pharmaco- 
poeia. This  preparation,  as  well  as  the  liouor  aluminis  conipofc.  is 
confined  to  external  use.  The  lattjer  consists  of  a  solution  of  half 
an  OS.  of  sulphat  of  zinc  and  half  an  oz.  of  ^lim  in  two  pints  of 
water. 

Dried  alum  is  a  powerfully  acting  astringent,  and  its  solution  is 
advantageously  employed  in  some  cases  of  haemorrhage,  of  mucouff 
discharges,  and  of  morbid  secreting  sores ;  it  also  forms  an  useful 
ingredient  in  some  ,collyria«  Alum  has  been  often  administered 
internally  in  the  form  of  alum  whey,  prepared  by  dissolving  about 
two  drachms  of  alum  in  a  pint  of  hot  milk,  and  afterwards  straining. 
It  is  a  tonic  and  astringent,  and  hence  its  use  in  intermittents,  he- 
morrhages, and  the  like :  ^e  dose  is  from  two  to  ten  grains.  It  has  ^ 
been  found  of  great  service  in  pyrosis.  As  an  astringent  gargle,  a  * 
solution  of  alum  is  likewise  frequently  employed ;  and  the  infusion  of 
roses  is  a  very  good  vehicle.  There  are  a. few  other  purposes  to 
which  the  combinations  of  aluminous  earth  are  applicable  in  medi- 
cine; on  the  whole,  however,  their  use  is  limited^  and  the  great 
consumption  of  aluni  is  in  the  Arts. 

Lime  is  another  earth  of  little  importance  in  the  Materia  Medica, 
but  of  considerable  use  in  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry.  Under  the 
name  of  lime-stone  is  included  a  variety  of  rocks,  consisting  princi- 
pally of  carbonate  of  lime.  Some  more  definite  direction,  therefore, 
than  that  of  heating  lifnestone  should  have  been  given  in  the  Phar* 
macopoeia,  which  does  not  afford  a  purer  lime  than  that  purchased 
for  its  coarser  nses  in  the  Arts,  nor  so  pure  as  that  wnially  made  from 
chalk*    Wlien  shells  were  named  in  tne  Pharmacopoeia  as  a  source 
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oC  lime,  the  kind  of  shell  idiould  have  bfen-st^atcdi  as  maxty  contain, 
phosphate  of  lime. 

Lime  is  sparingly  soluble  in  water,  and  more  soluble  in  cold  tlian 
in  hot  water :  at  the  temperature  of  3^<»^  water  takes  up  1*8  as  mudi 
lime  as  at  2 12®.  One  grain  of  piure  lime  requires  770  parts  of  water 
for  solution^  and  1  grain  of  hydrate  of  lime,  or  slacked  lime^  is  solu* 
blc  in  584  of  water,  each  at  60". 

The  solution  of  lime  (liquor  caleii)  is  seldom  employed  medi« 
cinally :  it  operates  as  an  astringent  and  antacid^  and  b}'  some  •  has. 
been  advised  in  stone  cases ;  tliere  are  very  few,  however,  where  ita 
exhibition  is  adviseable ;  and  it  generally  is  productive  of  mischief. 

Carbonate  of  lime  or  chalk  retains  tlie  old  name,  creta  prsena- 
rata,  in  the  Pharmacopceia.  It  is  an  antacid,  and  has  been  called 
improperly  an  astringent.  If  it  cliecks  diarrhoea,  it  is  not  because 
it  operates  as  an  astringent  upon  the  moutlis  of  tlie  secretory  vessels 
of  the  intestines,  but  because  it  neutralizes  acid  matter  generated  by 
imperfect  digestion. 

Muriate  of  lime,  the  calcis  murias  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  may  be 
procured  by  the  dissolution  of  chalk  in  muriatic  acid : — the  solution, 
when  quite  saturated,  should  be  filtered  and  evaporated  to  dryness. 
This  salt  also  remains,  after  the  sublimation  of  subCarbonate  of  am- 
monia ;  and  from  this  source  the  Pharmacopoeia  directs  it  to  be  ob* 
tiined.  Though  called  muriate  of  lime,  this  compound  must  be  regarded 
as  a  chtorid  of  calcium,  for  we  cannot  demonstrate  that  it  contains 
either  lime  or  muriatic  acid ;  nor  can  these  substances  be  obtained 
from  it  unless  water  be  present,  which  tlien  suffers  a  decompositicxi ; 
and  transferring  oxygen  to  the  calcium,  and  hydrogen  to  the  chlo- 
rine,  produces  lime  or  oxyde  of  calcium,  ana  mm-iatic  acid.     100. 
parts  contain  6^  of  chlorine,  and  S7  of  calcium.    Muriate  of  lime  it 
called  a  tonic;  and  as  such  it  has  been  given  in  certain  febrile  af- 
fections, and  in  cases  of  disordered  digestion.     It  has  also  been  ex*  . 
tolled  in  scrofula,  but  I  believe  unjustly.     Some  mineral  waters  • 
contain  it,  and  their  virtues  in  scrofula  have  been  attributed  to  ita  . 
presence. 

Phosphate  of  lime  does  not  at  present  stand  in  the  Pharmacopoeia; 
it  was  once  theoretically  advised  in  rickets  and  Mollities  ostium,, 
but  was  quite  useless. 

Magnesia,  as  an  article  of  the  Materia  Medica,  is  a  more  im- 
portant eartli  than  lime.  Its  principal  source  is  sea  water,  the  solid 
contents  of  whidi  consist  of  common  salt  and  muriate  of  magnesiay 
with  a  little  sulphate  of  lime ;  each  pint  containing 

1 80  grains  common  salt 
^0  grains  muriate  of  magnesia 
6  grains  sulpliate  of  lime. 

By  the  addition  of  sulphuric  acid  to  bittern,  or  the  mother  liquor 
iirhbt^h  renuuns  after  the  separation  a£  the  nnuriate  of  soda,  sulphat  of 
magnesia  is  procured.  This  salt  was  once  principally  derived  tecfm  cer- 
tain mineral  waters,  especially  those  of  Epeom,  whkence  the  terms Ep* 
.  sora  and  English  salt.  It  has  a  bitter  flavour,  and  reauireaj|bout  its  o>wn 
weight  of  water  for  solution  at  6(f,  It  crystallines  m  four-sided 
prifrms^  terminated  by  four-sided  pyramids.    £p«ppi  silt  is  the  best 
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of  the  talin^  purges^  and  will  often  remain  upon  the  stomach  wbea 
other  purges  are  rejected.  Crystallize  eulphat  of  magnesia  con« 
lists  ot^ 

Magneaa 16 

Sulphuric  Acid...     32*5 

Water 61-5 


100-0 

As,  therefore^  it  contains  half  its  weight  of  water^  the  state  of  the 
salt  as  to  dryness  muRt  be  taken  into  the  account  in  estimating  its 
dose.  This  salt  is  decomposed  by  the  subcarbonates  of  potash  and 
soda,  and  furnishes  a  subcarbonate  of  magnesia— the  Magnesia;  Car« 
honas  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  of  which  100  parts  contain, 

47  Magnesia 
53  Carbonic  Acid. 
Magnesia  is  directed  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  to  be  obtained  from  the 
carbonate  by  ignition,  which  drives  off  the  carbonic  acid.  Great 
care  should  be  taken,  for  this  piu-pose,  that  the  magnesia  is  extremely 
pure ;  for  if  sulphuric  acid  be  present,  it  will  smell  of  sulphuretted 
nydrogen  when  moistened.  Calcined  magnesia  is  very  apt  to  con- 
tain a  little  lime.  Magnesiirand  the  subcarbonate  are  used  in  me- 
dicine as  antacids  and  laxatives :  the  latter  property  they  can  scarcely 
be  said  to  possess,  unless  they  meet  witli  acid  in  the  stqmach  and 
intestines ;'  to  the  quantity  of  which  the  laxative  effect  will  be  pro« 
portioned.  The  only  advantage  of  the  calcined  over  common  mag« 
nesia,  is,  that  it  is  less  apt  to  produce  flatulency. 

In  a  former  Lecture  I  mentioned  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages of  the  alcalies  as  lithontriptics,  in  which  class  of  remedies  mag- 
nesia forms  an  important  article ;  but  it  is  only  of  use  in  cases  of 
red  sand ;  in  other  cases  it  does  harm ;  and  by  giving  the  urine  a 
tendency  to  deposit  the  pliosphates  in  the  form  of  a  white  powder, 
induces  the  ignorant  to  believe  that  the  magnesia  itself  passes  off  by 
urine.  It  is  proper  in  a  course  of  magnesia  to  exhibit  occasional 
laxatives ;  otherwise,  where  itself  does  nut  purge,  it  is  very  apt  to 
clog  the  bowels;  it  sometimes  disagrees  with  die  stomach,  pro- 
ducing nausea  and  dispepsy,  an  effect  almost  always  counteracted 
by  the  addition  of  mild  bitters  and  aromatics* 

Barytes  has  not  found  a  place  in  our  Pharmacopoeia ;  but  hat 
been  introduced  into  that  of  the  Edinburgh  College.  The  solution 
of  the  muriate  is  the  preparation  employra.  It  has  been  praised  as 
a  tonic ;  but  being  extremely  poisonous,  and  ot\en  productive  of 
evil,  it  is  scarcely  used.  1-  know  a  case  of  a  gentleman  who  took 
twenty  drops  of  the  saturated  solution  three  times  daily  for  a  week : 
his  stomach  became  so  affected,  that  for  many  months  afVerwards  he 
could  retain  very  little  food. 

Mr.  Brande  concluded  with  some  observations  mi  the  ChemiaA 
Properties  of  the  Earths,  and  stated  their  composition  as  follows: 

Lime  contains  72  per  cent,  of  Calcium^ 

Alumin    ...«,.  6$  Aluitiinum, 

Baryta 90  •. Barium, 

Magnem .•••••»  1ft  • ^.«.* Magnium. 
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8S&  Mediodl  dnd  Phyntol  InttUfgence. 

Examiffatimt  in  Bolanif. — ^The  Court  bf  EtAlijvERs  of  tbe 
Society  of  Apothecaries  has  given  notice,  that  at  the  expiration 
€jf  the  present  year^  all  candifktes  for  a' certificate  to  practise  as  an 
Apothecary^  will  be  examined  in  Medical  Botany,  . 

From  diis  regulation  it  must  be  obvious  to  Medical  Students, 
that  unless  they  embrace  the  opportunity  'the  present  Summer  offers 
of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Botany^  or  at  least  so  mucih  of  it  as  to 
be  acquainted  ^ith  the  generic  characters,  nanies,  iand  properties  of 
all  tiie  plants  included  in  the  Materia  Medica  of  the  London  Phar- 
irutcopa'ia,  they  will  Aot  be  able  to  pass  till  anbther  year. 

We  have  authority  also  for  stating^  that  the  Army  Medical 
Board  have  come 'to  a  determination,  that  :Bo/i//}y  will  in  fiitux^ 
constitute  an  indispensable  part  of  their  examination. 

The  Medical  Benevolcfit  iSocieiy.-— The  Directors  erf"  this  truly 
liberal  and  phiknthropic  Institution,  which  embraces  the  inte* 
re^ts  of  every  Medical  Practitioner  resident  in  the  United  Kingdom 
who  is  a  Member  of  it,  have^  with  the  best  l^al  assistance,  finally 
arranged  the  Laws  and  Regulations,  by  which  it  is  to  be  governed: 
The  Society  is  therefore  permanently  established. 

Many  liberal  donations,  and  numerous  subscriptioiis  have  been 
received ;  forming  in  the  aggregate  a  considerable  sum  of  money ; 
and  ivhidi  has  already  been  invested  in  the  public  funds,  conibrma* 
bly  with  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  prospectus. 

The  particulars  of  the  Society  may  be  luiown  by  applying  (pod 
paid)  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Best,  No.  \5,  lavistock  Street^ 
Covent  Garden.  f 

II.~MEDtCAL. 

China  /n^.-^lThis  substance,  E-Kin^^me  in  Chinese,  it  not  used 
in  China  solely  for  the  purposes  of  writing  and  designing ;  but  is 
also  employed  as  a  remeay  in  coughs,  aftctions  of  the  chest,  fluxes^ 
spitting  of  blood,  and  sore  throats. 

Deleterious  Ejfects  of  Porter. — We  have  already  noticed  the  ef- 
fects of  porter  in  producing  apoplexy,  confirmed  by  our  Correspondent 
Mr.  Gaitskell's  cases  on  that  subject ;  and  the  hint  of  Dr.  Wilkinson^ 
in  which,  however,  we  do  not  agree,  thlit  the  cause  is  the  solution  of 
lead,  produced  by  the  machine  now  generally  irsed  for  drawing  the 
porter.  Another  Correspondent,  Mr.  Newman  of  Corsham,  Wilt^ 
states,  that  he  has  witnes^^ed  the  introduction  of  sulphate  of' iron  and 
aiiim  into  porter,  by  the  Brewers,  with  the  view  of  getting  it  up.— 
How  &Lt  may  tliese  be  regarded  as  deleterious? 

III. SURGICAL.' 

SfAstilute  for  the  Tympanum.. — Professor  Authenrieth,  of  TubinV 
gen,  recommends,  when  from  suppuration  in  the  meatus  auditorial 
externus,  the  tympanum  is  destroyed,  to  place  an  artificial  one  in 
the  meatus.  He  introduces  a  slender  sharp  tube  of  lead,  of  an 
elliptic  form ;  over  the  end  of  which  a  portion  of  a  swim-bladder  of 
tome  small  fish,  moistened,  is  extended,  and  which,  when  dr}^  is  t6 
be  lightly  varnished  over.  This  instrument  the  Prolbssor  haa  foonii 
to  fticilitate  the  hearing. 

Carotid  Artery. — Mr.  Dalrymple,  of  the  Norwich  Hospital,  lately 
tied  this  artery  for  an  aneuristnal  tumour  in  the  orbit,  thrusting  fora 
irard  the  eye.    We  understand  the  patient  is  doing  well* 
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.      »     IV. PATHOLOGICAL. 

A  Monociilus. — In  the  pathological  collection  of  Dt.  Fan  Walther, 
at  Lanchhut,  is  the  head  of  a  girl^  three  weeks  old^  presenting  a  real 
monociilus.  The  right  eye  and  side  of  the  head  are  perfect  The 
left  eye  is  entirely  deficient ;  a  small  portion  of  cellular  membrane 
only  appearing  at  the  l>otVom  of  the  orbit.  The  orbit  itself  is  very 
contracted.  The  eyelids  do  not  protrude,  and  are  so  closely  united 
that  they  will  admit  a  probe  only  between  them.  The  upper  nasal 
foramen  is  compressed,  and  very  narrow,  and  the  nostril  071  the  mot*- 
bid  side  is  nearly  united  with  the  septum  nasi.  The  left  parietal 
bone  and  the  left  side  o^  the  frontal  bone  are  nearly  flat,  wliich  is 
the  Case  of  the  whole  of  that  side  of  the  cranium. 

V. CflEMlCAL. 

Analysis  oftlie  Cocoa  A^«/.—.TrommsdorfF  gives  the  following  as 
the  result  of  an  analysis  of  this  nut.  The  fluid,  or  milk,  contains  free 
carbonic  acid,  a  salt,  probably  molate  of  lime,  an  albuminous  matter, 
sugar,  and  water.  The  Jieshi/  part,  or  kernel,  a  fat  oil,  or  rather  from 
its  readily  congealing  a  vegetable  butter,  an  aqueous  fluid,  albumen, 
^nd  a  saccharine  matter  (fnucose-fiucrf), — From  the  combination  of 
these  principles,  this  nut  must  be  extremely  nutritious. 

VI.— TOXICOLOGY. 

M,  Or/ffo.— The  lovers  of  Science  wiU  rejoice  to  learn  that  this 
ceiebrateti  Experimentalist  has  quitted  Paris  on  a  voyage  to  Africa ; 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  his  inquiries  into  t\ie  nature  of 
Poisons  to^entich  his  Toxicologic.  ^ 

M.  Mangili  lately  read  a  paper  to  the  Italian  Institute,  contain- 
ing some  experiments  on  the  venom  of  the  viper ;  the  results  of  which 
we  must  defer  giving  to  a  future  opportunity. 

VII. — NATURAL  HISTORY. 

In  various  parts  of  Switzerland,  live  insects  were  found,  in 
Februarv  last,,  crawling  upon  the  snow.  They  were  mostly  the 
larvse  of^^the  Cantharis.^^a,  which  it  was  supposed  had  been  roused 
from  their  dormant  state  by  the  early  tliaw.     * 

VIII. — MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  Apothecary's  Act, — It  is  with  extreme  satisfaction  ti'e  have 
to  announce,  that  a  Bill  will  be  immediately  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment, to  amend  tlj^  wreient  Act ;  principally  with  a  view  to  ren^ove 
its  retrospective  efl^ct  from  the  Army  ana  Navy  Surgeons,  Students, 
and  Assistants,  who  were  so  at  the  passing  of  tlie  A.ct ;  ai\d  from  all 
Apprentices  who  were  bound,  previously  to  the  first  of  August  1815, 
for  a  less  term  than  five  years. 

A  Correspondent  wishes  to  obtain,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Repantonf,  answers  to  the  following  queries:  1.  Will  perspiraiiofi 
act  on  chyle,  at  any  temperature,  in  a  manner  in  any  degree  similar 
to  that  of  Jennet  on  milk ;  or  what  effect  or  alteration  is,  or  appears 
probable  to  be,  produced  by  such  an  admixture  P— 2.  Supposing  it 
possible  for  such  a  mixture  to  take  place  in  the  thoracic  duct,  what 
would  be  its  ellbct  on  the  appearance  a^  the  blood  ? 

VOU  T.— NO.  SO.  3  z 
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A  METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE, 

Frtm  the  2Ut  of  April  f  the  20ih  of  May^  1819, 

SEPT  AT  RICHMOND,  TORKSHIBS. 
230  Miles  NW  from  LondoiL 
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'The  quanti^  of  rain  during  the  month  of  Apnl  was  1  inch  63-lOOths. 
The  weather  has  been  rather  warmer  during  this  last  period  dian  the 
preceding;  vegetation  advances  but  slowly. 


Obaervatums  on  DkeaMerai  Rkhmond, 

The  Catarrhal  Fever,  which  has  so  long  prevailed^  has  neufy  disap* 
peaied.  Many  have  had  m  teasing-cougfa  without  fever.  Gastrodynia  baa 
heesi  more  common  than  usual.  Hooping-Congh  also  continues,  but  with 
kss  severity.  If  any  cases  of  simple  fever  have  occurred.  Hie  other  dl^ 
eases  under  treatment  were  Ananxca,  Aftfiiaa,  Illftnb6e%  Menoniuigft^ 
Ob0tipatio»  Ophthahnii^  Fteuxnonia^  Podi^g;iif,«id  BbevnoMnvs. 


METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE  FOR  LONDON, 
From  ike  2dth  of  APRIL,  to  the  l%th  of  MAY,  1816, 

By  Mean.  HAItRIS  &  Co.   , 

Mat)tetnailcal  Imtrmnent  Makers,  50,  High  HoUorru 
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The  quantity  of  Rain  during  the  month  of  AprQ,  is  1  inch  49-100th8. 
Bill  of  Mortality  from  April  l6,  to  Minf  ^l,  18l6. 
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A  REGISTER  OF  DISEASES 
Between  APRIL  Wtk,  and  MAY  IQih,  181& 


DISEASES. 


Abortio .;; 

Abbcessio 

Acne .' 

Amaurosis 

Amenorrhaea.  * 

Anasarca 

Ancuiisma 

Angina  Pectoris.... 

Anorexia 

Aphtha  lactentium 


angmosa. 


Apopkxia. 

Ascites 

Asthenia 

Asthnia 

Atrophia 

Bronchitis  acuta .... 
— ' chronica. 


Bronchocele 

Calculus , .«. 

Cancer 41 

Carbunculus.. 

Cardialgia 

Carditis 

Cotalepsis...* 

Catarrnus 

Cephalalgia ^  ....^. 

Cephalsa 

Chioi'a8is....« *. 

Chorea 

Cholera f..< 

Colica 

'      Pictonum 

Convulsio 

Cynanche  Tonsillaris 
— —  maligna 


Diarrbnca, 

Dysecoea... 

DysiMiteria. 

Dyspepsia.. 

Dyspnopa... 

Dysphagia. 

Dysuria.... 

Ecthyma... 

Eczema.... 

Eippyennt.. 


Trachealis.* 
Parol  idea^: 
Pharyiigea, 
Laryngea,. 


o 


1 


85 

24 
6 

e 

30 

29 

1 

1 

8^ 

6 

3 

1^ 

25 

381 

81 

1 

13 

4 

« 

1 

4 

1 

28 

1 

1 

110 

39 

9 

14 

4 

17 

15 

2 

8 

61 

1 

3 

15 

3 

5 

59 

1 

12 

110 

29 

1 

2) 
1 
1 
3 


DISEASES. 


5 
3 
3 
3 


Eneuresis... '..' • 

Ententis .....'. .. 

Entrodynia .- 

Epilepsia ^••: 

Epistilxis 

Erympelas;......' 

Erythema  lave, . .'. 

Pebris  intermittent 

■  catofThalis,., ',..»' 
*— •  Synocha 

■  Typhus  mitior,^.*. 

■  Typhus  gravior  ... 

«  Synochus 

*—  Puerpera ».. 

— — ^  remit.  Inf'atU.*,.i»' 

■  Petechiafes. 


Fistula 

Fungus  hcBtnatodes .*i 

Furuficidus 

Gastritis.. ..k 

Gastrodynia \ 

Gonorrhoea 

Hematemesis 

Heematuria 

Hiemoptoe..... ,.... 

Hiemorrhois. 

Hemiplegia..  i>....  4 

He{latalgia »....;... 

Hepatitis 

Hernia ;..4....i.. 

—  humorrhalis 

Herpes*  ZojT^er .:; 

— —  eircinatus^,.  .s...«. 

■  labialis 

'  pro'putialis 

Hydrocele. ,.; * 

Hydrocephalus 

Hydrothorax 

Hypochondriasis 

iiysteralgia 

Hysteria 

Hysteritis 

Icterus...., , 

Impetigo /7^ti7*a/a.. 

■  spa7*sa 

'  erysipelatodes  *., 

—  scaliida„\.,.,„ 


Impetigo  rodens. 

Ischuria 

Lepra 


1 


• 


4 

10 

25 
9 

10 

21 
3 

31 

43 

29 

15 
5 

43 
4 

12 
1 
6 
1 

12 
6 

39 

26 
2 
2 

28 

35 

•9 
3 

22 
10 
T 
6 
3 
1 
1 
1 
H 
5 

1 

26 
1 

3 
1 
5 
1 
1 
8 
5 


1 


7 
5 


> 


i«>M«a 


Register  of  Diseases ^  and  Obsermtions. 


S3T 


DISEASES. 


Leucorrhcea 

Lichen  simplex,,.. 

Lhhiasis 

Lumbago 

Mania.. .« 

Melancholia 

Menorrhagia. 

Morbi  InfarUiUs*, 
BUiosi*.... 


Nephralgia 

Nephritis 

Neuralgia 

Obstipatio 

Odontalgia 

Ophthalmia 

Otalgia 

Palpitatio.., 

Paracusis 

Paralysis 

Paronychia 

Peripneumonia 

Peritonitis 

Pernio 

Pertussis 

Phlegmasia  dohm,.,. 

Phlogosis,..' 

Phrenitis 

Phthisis  Pulmonaiu. 

Pletliora 

Pleuritis r« 

Pleurodyne 

Pneumonia 

Podagra :;..... 

Polypus ,.... 

Ponigo  larvalis 


^1 

Cm 


1 

2 


DISEASES. 


31 
1 
S 
4 
7 
6 
26 
105 
96 
1 
6 
5 
29 
17 
58 
5 
8 
1 
11 
3 
13 
41 
1 
49 
2 
11 
6 
38  201 

5 

81 

7 

33 

23 

1 

3 


Porrigo  scutulata, 
favosa  ... 


Prolapsus. 
Prurigo  /brmicaiw . 
Psoriasis  guttata . . . 

■«  g^f^tu 

■  inveteruta. 


Pyrosis ..i... 

Rachitis 

Rehumatismus  acutus. . 

m        chronicus^.. 

Roseola 

Rubeola 

Scabies 

Scarlatina  simplex 

■■     anginosa 

Scirrhus 

Scorbutus... 

Scrofula 

Spasmi 

Splenitis.* 

Strictura 

Singultus 

Syncope , 

Syphilis 

Tabes  Mesenterica..... 

Vaccinia .- 

Varicella 

Variola....* 

Vermes 

Vertigo 

Urticaria  fcbrilis 


Total  of  Cases 
Total  of  Deaths, 


I 


4 

1 

6 

3 

4 

4 

5 

5 

1 
71 
66 

2 
48 
62 
16 

6 

1 

2 
25 
23 

1 

9 
1 

5 

51 
5 

49 
9 

49 

28 

20 
2 


2640  — 

100 


6 


*  Morbi  InfantUtB  ii  meant  to  comprise  thoic  Di.turilen  princifMlty  arming  fh>m  dentition  or 
indVientioo*  and  which  may  be  too  trivial  toirnter  xinder  any  distinct  heada ;  Morbi  BUioH,  ifufh 
Compiaints  m  arg  popularly  tCTmed  biihiUM,  but  c-arowit  he  acciiraU'ly  claaed. 


Observations  on  Prevailing  Diseases, 


ALTHorcrii  tlie  t(MniH*rature  of  the  last  month  has  been  cold,  and  raria-* 
ble  for  tlie  vcrn:)!  sca^oD,  yet  the  aifections  of  the  respiratOFY  organsy  which 
we  noticed  tu  be  s(i  pEevulent  in  the  former^  hare  considerably  abated,  both 
in  frequency  and  violence. 

4 

Disorders  of  the  alimentary  canal  have  assumed  the  severer  fonns  of 
Cholera  and  Dysentrria  ;  and  the  latter  has  been  more  fatal  than  ever  we 
have  liad  occasion  to  remark ;  seven  out  of  twelve  cases  having  proved 
mortal ;  one  of  which  was  accompanied  by  typhoid  fever.  There  are  also 
two  deaths  from  Diarrhaa,  and  tliree  under  the  general  head  of  Jkfdr^' 
kiliosi. 

Pertussis  appeals  in  a  very  aggravated  form. 


A38 


^serwUiam  on  PirtwtUing  Huw^* 


Variola  is  spreading ;  but  it  \b  generally  among  ifae  lowest  and  ino^ 
Sfitentte  classes  of  people,  where  accmnitlated  filth  and  want  «f  ventilation 
aourish  the  fmnes  of  infection. 

Xiibeola,  since  the  period  which  the  Register  ieinbraces  (to  May  te  'jLSthV 
B  rapidly  extending,  and  is  of  a  malignant  chanicter*  Jfttwo  of  Uie  &t^ 
^ases  here  recorded  of  this  disease,  some  uncommon  eymi^oms  weire  re^ 
marked.  In  the  one,  which  was  not  seen  till  the  second  .cuiy  of  «ruptioiv 
the  .eruption  had  quiddv  receded,  the  heat  had  aubsided,  .the  pulse  ha^ 
tank,  and  the  child  aoon  died.  In  the  otiier,  the  .roof  of  the  mourn,  tonsils, 
and  uvula,  became  ffangrenous ;  and  a  limilar  conditi(»i.aoemed  to  extm$ 
itself  into  the  nostnu. 

One  of  the  cases  of  Pkrenitis  was  inducedby^ard  diinking;  paid.wt^ 
accompanied  by  low  fever :  another  occurred  in  a  man  w4io  had  lu^  6[^ 
gucnt  attacks  of  mania.  ^0|ir  of  six  cases  of  Pkrenitis  have- beep  fa^L 

A  femde,  attacked  with  Mania,  was  delivered  two  day?  afUrwardft'; 
firom  ^which  event,  she  Ihred  only  three  days. 

One  of  our  Reporters  states,  that  he  has  experienced,  in  long  protracted 
cases  of  acute  rheumatism,  evident>  and  ev^n  great  Advantages,  from  tl^e 
exhibition  of  the  acetum  colduci;  and  that  the  same  medicine  a^;ieais  to 
&ave  been,  beneficial^  not  only  in  regular  gout^  but  in .  a .  case  of  apparently 
displaced  gout 

MxaminaHones  post  Mortem^^l,  In  a  palient  who  £ed  from  Anasarat, 
f  there  were  discovered  ossfication  on  the  substance  of  the  parietes  of  the  left 
'Ventricle  of  tl^e  heart,  and  cartilaginous  concvetions  about  the  mitral  valves. 
'The  liver  was  tuberculated. — 2.  The  ileum  and  large  hitestines  of  one  of 
tthe  persons  who  died  from  dysentery,  were  very  much  ulcerated.-7-3.  On 
I  examining  the  lungs  of  a  patient  who  died  o(  Phthisis  hanwptorka,  .sevetfH 
'  earthy  concretions  were  found  in  thq  pareochyema  of  the  lungs. 
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Monthly  PrM?tf«  of  Substances  employed  in  Pharmacy. 


aeftdBGuTMsidcet* 
■"BiffiilMw  CMriBwn         * 
— —    Benaolcum 
-i—    Sulphuricum 
—— >     Muriaticum 
— -    Nitricum        • 
i-«-i    Aoetkum 

Akohol 

iBUwr  sulphuricitt 
— ^  xeeOitotfui 

•>   vuLnrb  extractum 

Aluinen 

Subourbonas 

>  ilm9|{4al»  dukei 
pAMBWiiiaemn  <Gtitt.) 

—         <Lam{>*) 
Anthcmidii  Flovo 
tADUmoQiioxyihim   *• 
sulnhuretum 


ATMBkl  Oxydinn 
AaafoeCidc  Gununi'iedu 
Aurantii  Centex 
Aigmb  Nitat     •     • 


S. 

D. 

lb. 

4 

0 

« 

.    82 

0 

unc. 

.     6 

6 

P.  lb. 

.     0 

9 

»                             4 

•     S 

0 

»                             • 

•     4 

0 

cong 
M.1& 

.     5 

0 

.     5 

0 

-    10 

6 

'    14 

0 

lb' 

.     7 

6 

7 

6 

'     5 

0 

.     1 

6 

•     0 

6 

»               < 

■     « 

6 

'      4 

0 

4 

6 

• 

•     9 

6 

• 

-     5 

0 

-     S 

5 

• 

•     7 

0 

•     1 

3 

-     8 

0 

• 

-     1 

6 

n>. 

>     6 

C 

-3 

6 

HBe. 

.     7 

0 

Battamien  Pemvunum     •        -lb. 

TolutaiHiin 

'Bensoinum  elect.       .  .  . 

Calamina  nrcwaata  •  .  • 
CalunUNetUduc  .  •  •  • 
Cambogia  ... 

Caraphora  .... 
Caneilc  Cortcfx  .       .      . 

Cardamomi  Semiiut  opt.  •  lb. 
CaKariUc  Cortex  .  •  • 
Castoroum  ...  ync 
Calecbu  Extzactnm  <•  -  lb. 
Cetaceum  -  -  -  - 
Can  alba  .  •  .  • 
— —  flava         .         •        -         . 

CSnchonc  oordiiblhe  Cortex  (yellow) 
— ~     lancifoIiiE  Cortex  (qutUeA) 

obUmgifoliie  Cortex  (red) 

Cinnanwwii  Cortex  ^     -       - 
Coocua  (Cooeinella)      •  unc 

Coloevnthidii  Pulpa  -  -  lb. 
Copaiba         •  ... 

Colchici  Radix  -  .  . 

Crod  itiRinata  »  •  •  ibic. 
Cupii  sulphas  -  lb. 

Cuprum  anunoniatum 

CusPWiic  Cortex        •  • 

Coanctio  aronwtite  ^    . 
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Ihmfretio  Aunatteua 

citt 

Semue 

JDmptaitnim  LytW 

— —      Hy<lnigyxl 
ttxtzactum  Beliadoniue      •       tnc 
Cinchonc 

Cinchona  rednoaim 
Colocyothldii 
ColoeyntUdiB  comp> 
Conil 
Elaterfi 

■  ■     ■     Gentimnc 

-  --     Glyqrnrhiae        -        lb. 

■  Hflnnatoxyti      •        unc. 
■'     '     Huniuli        •         -       • 

■  ■•  HyOKuai         -       unc 
^  Mbfm     '    f».6d.  Roi. 

Opii  - 

—  Papaverii 

Rluei 

— — —  SanapariU^ 

'     Taraxad 
Verri  lubcflrtMnas      -        •         lb. 

->   flulplhM 
fcmun  amnoniatuin      • 

— .—  tarUhatum 
Oalbsni  Ouxinnft*rcdna. 
OeittUttc  Radix  dttt 
Ouaiad  nsina        .        •       • 
Hydraigyrttm  pttrificatan         ■ 
— — -     ftmdj/ktMtam  albun^ 
^   ■  ■■      cuxncnts      •       • 
Hydrngyri  Oxymunaa      •        hbc. 
— —     Subonnlas       • 
— —     Nitrioo-Oxydtun 
^—    pxydnm  Cmcreum 
— —     Oxyvhira  Tubrum     - 
^—    SulphuicCum  nicrem 
— —  — —        ruDTum 

KcOeborl  nigrf  Radte  v        lb. 

Ipecaeuanbc  Radix 

•      Pttlvia 

JalaiMelUdix 

Pulvia 

Kino 

Liquor  PlumbI  aubacetatia      M.  lb. 

—  AiTiTnonUfc      •      ■ 

—  P( 


lb 


LinUnantum  Camphors  eomp. 

Lichen  -         -         - 

Lytue        .       -      .      - 
INpiaria      .... 
Magncd*  Garboata 

•.—     8ulpbA»  opC     - 
ICaaaa  optima 

—    oommunb 
Stoadina      pod,  (SOr*)     togr.uno. 
Vartkhe      ...  lb 

Myriitks  Nudd 
Mynliadect.         « 
<Huianum 

Opoponari%«imml  icdna 
Optum  <Turkpy) 
Opium  (Eaat  India! 
Maura  Athereum 

^     Amyxdalamm 

••     Aaitf     .       .        - 

•-     Anthemldia 


oa. 

lb, 

une. 


CaryopUlU 

C^ttptttl         .       •  .      . 

Juniperl    Axig.     .  .      • 

Lavaodttka        .  «        « 

Lini      ...  oong. 

Menthae  piparitae      •  iino. 

MamlMBVlHdfa   Aag.  •      . 
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10 
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4 
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0 
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3     6 
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1 
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19 
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SO     0 
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6 
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4 
0 
D 
0 
2 
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5      6 
40     0 
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0 

SO 

0 

7 

6 

4 

6 

30 

0 

40 

0 

9 

6 

4 

S 

3 

0 

6 

6 

9 

0 

6 

6 

8 

0 

1 

6 

5 

0 

•4 

6 

6     6 

4    b 

«     6 


une 

(par  bottle) 

unc 

6^  ...rect. 

P.  lb. 


cDng< 


Oleum  Pimente 

—  Ridni  ofltim. 
->«     Rosmarmi 

—  Suodu        tsm 

—  Sulphuxatum 

—  Terebtnthinc 
MO         MM      ractifloatuBi 

(Hiv»  Oleum 

—  Oleum  leeimdura 
Papaveris  Capmic      •-        (pat  100) 
PlumU  aiibcarbonaa       -       •      lU 

»-     Superaeetaa 

0)^dam  aemkiritreum 
Fiua      ....        une* 
cum  Calce 
Nitraa      .     •  .      .        Qk. 

—  Acetaa       ... 
-*     Oaibonaa 

—  Superaubonaa 
.—     Suipjias 
— »     SulfiRiretoiB 
•—     Supervulphaa 

—  Tartraa^ 
— •     Supertartraa       •       • 

Pilule  Hydranyri 
Pulvii  AntJmonUlia  g 

>*•   Coutraytcma  aomp.      * 

—  TragioanUur  oomp.       • 
Resina  FLava 
RhaH  Radix  (Rumia)        -      < 

-—       (Baat  India)  opt. 
RoMepetala        ... 
^ftpo  iSpanish) 
Sanapanlla;  Radix        - 
ScammmcB  Oiimmi*RcBBa   * 
Scilisc  Radix  riccat,  opt.       •        lb. 
Senegslladix 
Senna, Folbi 
ScrpentarifP  Radix 
Sirtiaroubs  Cortex 
Sod«  aubboTts 

—  Sulphas 
•.-   Carbonas 
•^   Subcarbonas 
•>         —         exilecata 

Soda  taMnti  lata 

Spongia  usta 

Spiritua  Ammoni*  >        M.  lb* 


ttlMSi 


lb. 


—         tetidoa 

—  —      racdaatua 

—  Cinnamomi 
-•     Lavendula) 
.-     Mvmtioi 

—  Pimcntae 
■»     Roiinaniil        • 

—  ^Athcrla  Aromaticni 

—  —      Nitrid 

—  *-      Sulphurici 

—  •—       Composltue 
->     Vini  reetiflcatua     - 

SjTiiims  Papaircris 
Sulphur  -  -  - 

—  SubUmahuQ         • 
•»       l^otura         •       . 

—  Pncdpitatum 
Tamarind]  Pulm  opt. 
Tercbiuthioa  VulgjriM  • 

—  *    Canadenda 

Chia 

Thict.  Ferri  rauriatia 
Trocaicantha  Gummi ,  eIoet« 
▼akrianie  Radix 

Ventri  Radix 

Unguentum  Hydnirgyri  fnrtiua       ^ 

^'itratia 

~^  -—      NHrioo-oxydi 

Vvm  Ursi  JPiAia 
S^inciOxrdum      -        -    • 
—    Sulphas  puTif. 
Ztngibeiis  Radix  opt.        «      . 
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The  Londmt  GlaaianeB  allow  10  per  Cent,  ruadT 


Prioas  6f  New  PMala  per  Groas.— 

Q  oa.  36«.— loa.  dOx .—half  ox.    24#. .,,«  .^»»».~. ^  ..— <  .^  f^.  ^w...  .^^^y 

yoney.  The  Manufacturers  hi  the  Country,  where  all  Pbiak  are  made,  allow  27^  diseuunt,  at 


Qlaeemaiithaeredit,  (carriage  free,)  toLoulon. 

Pnceaof  aeoond-handtPhiahdeaned,  and  sorted.' 


-8  oa*  469..*4;oz.  44f.-^  oc.  3Si. 


3m.  50t<— 2  Ob  and  ill  below  thii  ftee«  25f  .^Thne  moMba  acaiit. 
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NOTICES  OF  LECTURES* 

Dr.  Squire  and  Dr.  Davis  will,  about  the  middle  of  this  montli, 
begin  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Tlieory  and  Practice  of  Midwifery 
and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. — Particulars  may  be 
known  of  Dr.  Squire,  40,  Ely  Place,  or  of  Dr.  Davis,  18,  Charlotte 
Street,  Bloomsbury. 

Mr.  Carpue  will  commence  his  Anatomical  Lectures  at  hi* 
Theatre,  No.  50,  Dean  Street,  Soho^  on  Monday,  the  lOtli  of  June, 
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Uric  add  in  the  excrements  of  birds 

and  Boa  constrictor  32 

_.».  Ga^^  LNMar*s  experiments  on  161 
Urine,  case  of  suppression  of  23d 

•—  on  nicotiana,  in  cases  of  retention 

of  214 

—  incontinence  of,  cured  210 
»-  —  from  sloughing  of  the  bladder 

from  labour,  cure  o£  316 

^->  obser\ation8  on  the  rosacic  add  in  431 

Water  in  the  head,  unattended  by  its 

usual  symptoms  139 

Wmvrr  on  the  effects  of  tptritua  tere* 

hinihina:  190 

IVebcr,  Dr,  on  the  vapour-bath  in 

dropsies  416 

Wfieelxeng^^s  ease  of  hernia  ventrx- 

culi  from  violence  303 

Wolf*sbane,ofthe  330 

Woorara,  of  the  51 1 

Worm,  observations  on  the  sea  long     412 


Yeast,  remarkable  properties  in  260 

lVr2/jr,  Dr.  on  a  singular  situation  of 

the  stomach  280 

YttkrA'bfs  Dr.  case  of  removal  of  a 

large    calailus    from  the   uirethra 

without  operation  315 

Yew,  of  die  407 

Young\^  Dt.  remarks  on  palpitation 

and  epilepsy  148 


ZugenbuhJrr^  Dr.  on  the  motion  of 
Ue  blood  in  tlie  vciiii  21 
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Mr.  BURROWS,  having  experienced  numei^ous  and  unequivoeai 
teatimoniea  of  the  regard  and  confidence  of  his  Professional 
Brethren  of  all  ranks,  trusts  he' shall  not  diminish  any  portion  of 
their  esteenti  if  through^  the  medium  of  the  Repository,  he  ok^ 
trudesfor  once  his  private  concerns  on  public  notice. 

l^rom  intense  mental  and  corporeal  exertions,  a  constitutional 
complaint  to  which  Mr.  BunROfra  had  long  been  subject,  at 
length  acquired  a  distressing  ascendancy.  Injluenced  by  the 
conviction  of  increasing  debility,  and  urged  by  the  remonstrances 
of  private  and  medical  friends ;  he  was  indued  to  Jinally  re- 
linquish  a  line  of  practice,  hitherto  sxicccssfuUy  exercised,  but 
to  the  fatigues  of  which  he  found  himself  unequal. 

Itowever  great  and  painful  this  sacrifice,  yet*  the  consolation 

*        • 

presented,  that,  should  he  regain  his  health,  other  paths  were  open 
to  professional  eminence,  fully  as  honorable,  and  not  Impracticabh 
to  OTIC  possessing  character  and  industry. 

Under  this  impression,  and  with  the  advice  and  promised 
support  of  many  distinguished  Practitioners,  Mr.  BuRRojra  has 
therefon  determined  henceforth  to  devote  himself  to  the  Treatment 
and  Care  of  cases  of  Mental  Alisnation. 


HappUjfj  a  residence  of  a  year  and  a  half  in  the  enmrons  4if 
Town  has  restored  him  to  his  wonted  vigour  ;  and  afforded  hint 
abundant  leisure  to  study  the  nature  of  Insanity  :  from  which  j  con* 
viction  has  followed,  that  in  most  cases  this  disease  is  susceptible 
of  much  amelioration ;   and  that  the  perfect  recovery  of  many^ 

« 

precipitately  deemed  incurable,  may  be  accomplished. 

To  carry  into  tjfect  and  to  facilitate  his  Plans,  Mr.  Bumloips^ 
i^as  fitted  up  KELLY^HOUSE,  (at  the  Fourth  Bar),  in  Ot 
Kino* 8  Road,  Chblsbj,  for  the  reception  of  the  Insane  Patients 
confided  to  his  superintendance  ;  where  also  the  Patients  of  other 
gentlemen  may  be  accommodated,  and  receive  their  professional 
attendance.  But- to  be  nearer  his  friends  and  connections,  it  is 
his  intention  to  reside  again  in  London,  as  soon  as  he  meets  with 
an  eligible  abode  i-^^until  when,  messages  and  letters  will  be  received 
fbr  him,  at  Mr.  Williams^  (his  late  Partner,)  No.  S4s 
Bloomshury  Square. 


SO,  Brompton-Row,  Knigldsbrid^e, 
January  1st,  1816. 
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